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TRANSPORTATION
Fairfax County Background

A recent TIME Magazine featured rapidly
growing Fairfax County as oneoffour "megacounties"
in the nation-suburban counties that have out-
grown their "bedroom community" heritage and
have become urban centers in their own right.

From a largely rural county of 98,550 citizens in
1950, with a population that mostly worked for the
federal government across the Potomac, Fairfax
today has mushroomed to nearly 685,000 people
with a workforce of 270,000. With the nation's six-
teenth largest downtown (Tysons Corner), Fairfax
County today has over 47 million square feet of
office space, placing it among the top dozen office
markets in America.

In 1987, more than 50 percent of employed Fairfax
County residents worked in the County, according
to the Fairfax Office of Research and Statistics.
Another 21 percent work in other Northern Virginia
jurisdictions, totally reversing the trends of thirty
ears ago.

This enormous acceleration of households, jobs
and workplaces has put unprecedented pressure on
a Northern Virginia mad system largely unchanged
since the Civil War. With the exception of the
Dulles Toll Road, 1-95, 1-66 and the Capital Beltway
(1495), a Union Army raiding party could still find
their way around nicely using an 1860s map. One
of the major arterials into Reston today is still called
West Ox Road-a paved version of the colonial road
network.

Not surprisingly, a recent Washington Board of
Trade survey of Northern Virginia residents placed
transportation as the number one issue in Northern
Virginia.

But relief is in sight. Virginia's current governor
has made transportation his number one political
priority, and more than $340 million in road con-
struction bonds have been authorized by Fairfax
County voters since 1981. This is in addition to
approximately $90 million for highway construction
and $35 million for public transportation spent each
year by the Northern Virginia District of the Vir-
ginia Department of Transportation (VDOT).

Reston Focus

Reston is in a unique position both as a com-
munity, and as a political entity. Not an incorpo-
rated town, Reston is a master-planned community
that is officially part of Fairfax County and is
governed and provided with most public services
by the County.

As a part of the County, Reston's growth rate
has exceeded that of Fairfax. Since its first resident
(a Long Island aerial mapping firm that moved in
the week before Thanksgiving, 1964), Reston has
grown to become a major residential and employ-
ment center in its own right.

If Reston were incorporated, it would be the
lath largest city in the Commonwealth of Virginia.
With over 26,000 jobs today Reston has about the
same number of workers as downtown Richmond!

In 1987, Reston welcomed its 50,000th resident
arid celebrated the 25th anniversary of its landmark
zoning ordinance. Plans for a major mixed-use
urban project known as Reston Town Center are
now being prepared, as are plans for North Hills,
Reston's last residential frontier. By the middle
1990s, Reston will be close to completion with an
anticipated 62,000 residents and a surprising num-
ber of jobs that is expected to crest at over 50,000!

This unique combination of employment and
residential uses creates a very special community
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With the exception of the Dulles Toll Road, 1-95. 1-66 and the Capital
Beltway (1495), a Union Army raiding party could stillfind their
way around nicely using an 1860s map.

synergy. Approximately 40 percent of all employees
working in Reston also live in Reston. This has a
direct effect on the transportation characteristics of
the community. For example, it is estimated that the
number of trips generated into and out of Reston is
reduced by 25 percent or more due to the mixed
use nature of the community.

Internationally known as one of the finest
examples of "new town" /community planning,
Reston comes close to being a self sufficient com-
munity. Persevering through a long gestation period
in the 1960s and 1970s, Reston has, in the past
seven years, become a sparkling commercial suc-
cess to complement its earlier residential success.
Office and R&D space has tripled in less than
seven years to over 9,000,000 square feet.

Much of this success can be attributed to
improved transportation and underscores the
importance of a sound transportation system.

It all started in 1981 with the approval of toll
mad financing legislation that unlocked the tight

grip of pay-as-you-go, state controlled road financing.
In 1984 the Dulles Toll Road opened. Dubbed the
Reston Expressway, this road wiped out the
decades old "too far out" perception and Reston
figuratively moved "closer" to downtown. This
started a commercial office development boom
along the Reston-Dulles Corridor.

Northern Virginia Road Network
Reston is located in north-western Fairfax County.

The accompanying map illustrates the major arterial
roads serving the community. Route 7 and Baron
Cameron Avenue, each four lane divided arterials,
provide east-west access north of the Dulles Toll
Road as does Lawyers Road to the south. Route 28,
Reston Avenue and Hunter Mill Road provide
north-south access. The Dulles Toll Road and Air-
port Access Road bisect Reston from east to west.
This limited access expressway provides Reston
with excellent access via three interchanges (four,
counting the future Fairfax Parkway interchange).
The Dulles Toll Road and 1-66 provide a quick con-
nection to Washington Dulles Airport, Tysons
Corner, Arlington and downtown Washington,
D.C., free from a single traffic light.

From Reston To:

The National Zoo
-40 minutes on a Saturday morning

Vienna Metro
-15 minutes on a Thursday afternoon

The Kennedy Center
-24 minutes for an evening performance

The Smithsonian
-22 minutes on a Saturday morning

Fair Oaks Mall
-16 minutes on a Monday lunch hour

Tysons Corner Center
-11 minutes on a Saturday afternoon

Old Town Alexandria
-35 minutes on a Friday evening

Georgetown
-27 minutes on a Saturday night

Wolf Trap
-10 minutes for an evening performance

Harpers Ferry W. Va.
-65 minutes on a Sunday afternoon

Waterford
-40 minutes on a Sunday afternoon






TRANSPORTATION
Future Transportation Improvements

There are numerous improvements to the transportation system that are currently underway or are planned
in Reston andthe surrounding area. A large portion of thenew roads in Reston will be built by Reston Land Corpo-
ration. Some of the otherroad improvements are under construction by\JDCJF; others have received funds, buthave
not started construction; still others have not received construction funding, but are part of the Fairfax County Master
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Map
Key

1.	 Four-lane Route 28 from Airport Access
Road to Route 606.

2.	 Four-lane Reston Avenue from Sunrise
Valley Drive to Lawyers Road

3.	 Extend Wiehle Avenue from Baron
Cameron Avenue to Reston Avenue

4.	 Extend Sunrise Valley Drivefrom Monroe
Street to Centreville Road

5.	 Construct Town Center road network

joining Reston Avenue/Fairfax Parkway

6.	 Construct Fairfax Parkway from Airport
Access Road to Baron Cameron Avenue

Project

7.	 Widen Reston Avenue to 6 lanes from

Airport Access Road to Baron Cameron
Avenue

8.	 Improve Reston Avenue/Airport Access
Road Interchange

9.	 Widen Monroe Street to 6 lanes from
Sunrise Valley Drive to HerndonParkway

10.	 Construct Fairfax Parkway from Route
50 to Airport Access Road

11.	 Realign/widen Reston Avenue to4 lanes
from Baron Cameron Avenue to Route 7

12.	 Widen Dulles Toll Road to 6 lanes from
Hunter Mill Road to Route 7

13.	 Expand and construct new park-and-
ride lots in Reston

14.	 Extend Fairfax Parkway from Baron
Cameron Avenue to Route 7

15.	 Extend Lawyers Road from Reston
Avenue to Fairfax Parkway

16.	 Widen Route 7 to 6 lanes from Lou-
doun County line to Tysons Corner

17.	 Widen Route 28 to 6 and 8 lanes from
1-66 to Route 7

Description
Completion

This project is being constructed by VDO as part of the access improvements Late 1988

for the Center for Innovative Technology (CIT), but will also greatly improve
travel on this important arterial,

This VDOT project will complete the 4-laning of Reston Avenue south of the

Airport Access Road.

Also part of the North Hills plan, this new arterial will provide a 4-lane collec-
tor that intersects with the Reston Parkway.

Proffered as part of a development plan, this extension will complete the 4-lane Mid 1929

parallel collector road system south of the Airport Access Road,

The completed Town Center road network will provide important connections
between north Reston and the Fairfax Parkway.

This one mile section of the new Fairfax Parkway will be constructed along the
Town Centers western boundary and will be a major new link between Baron
Cameron Avenue and the Airport Access Road.

Also keyed to the construction of Town Center will be the improvement of

existing Reston Avenue to 6 lanes including new torn lanes and traffic signals

Mid 1989

Mid 199(3

As part of the Reston Avenue widening, this interchange will be improved by
widening the bridge and adding additional through and turning lanes.

Also pact of a development proffer, this connection includes a widened bridge
over the Airport Access Road.

Construction funds for this important new section of the Parkway were	 Portions complete

approved in the 1985 bond package. It will provide a connection from the	 Remainder by
Airport Access Road to 1-66 when complete.	 1990-91.

This project will take place with the development of North Hills and will provide Mid 1991

a new 4-lane north-south arterial through Reston to Route 7.

The toll road bonds have been refinanced to provide funds for this widening
which will greatly increase the capacity of this important expressway to and

from Reston,

The Fairfax County Board of Supervisors have directed VDOT to examine loca-

tions and methods for increasing the capacity of these lots in Reston.

The ultimate plans for the Parkway are for it to connect to Route 7 to the north.
**

This is a high priority road for funding.

Right-of-way exists for much of this planned road which will connect southern
**

Reston to the Parkway.

This important network improvement is also high on the priority list as soon as * *

funds are available. It will improve capacity both east and west of Reston.

A funding mechanism has been put in place by the Virginia legislature which
**

will provide construction funds for this needed network improvement. It will

greatly expand north-south capacity in western Fairfax.

Late 1991

*All completion dates listed here are approximate and are subject to change.
**No money has been appropriated for design or construction. Development pressures or new funding sources could move these projects into an

early time frame.
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Public Transportation

Transit service in Reston is unequalled by any
area in Northern Virginia, outside of the Beltway.
There are Metro Bus routes serving Reston in the
peak periods with continuous service on some
routes throughout the day and weekends. The
Reston Association (the local homeowner's associa-
tion), in conjunction with Fairfax County, helps
subsidize the privately operated Reston Internal Bus
System (RIBS). Between Metrobus and RIBS, there
is no point within Reston that is more than a few
minutes walk from a bus stop.

Most of the bus routes either pass through or
provide connections to the park-and-ride lots
located at Wiehle Avenue and Sunset Hills Road.
Buses leaving these lots provide express service, via
the Airport Access Road, to the metrorail station at
West Falls Church. Current bus schedules are avail-
able at the Reston Regional Library.

Carpools and van pools to and from the Reston
area have a special advantage given the easy con-
nection from the Airport Access Road to 1-495 and
1-66. Interstate 66, inside the Beltway, is restricted
during rush hours to van pools, buses and autos
with three or more occupants. Rush hour com-
muters to and from Reston have an easy connection
to 1-66 via the Dulles Toll Road. Studies are cur-
rently underway that may allow HOV's to bypass
the toll booths, further encouraging this efficient
mode of transportation.

Reston's Unique Pathway System
No profile of Reston transportation networks

could be complete without mention of Reston's
unprecedented pathway system. Restons 50 miles
(up to 70 miles at completion) of paved hike and
bike paths connect homes to schools, playgrounds,
village shops and employment centers providing
vital community circuitry. An integral part of the
original master plan, this pathway network pro-
vides a walk or bike alternative for getting to the
office, reducing the number of auto trips needed.

Who Builds Roads in Reston?

As previously mentioned, Reston is not an
incorporated town and therefore receives most public
services from Fairfax County. All public roads,
however, are the responsibility of the Common-
wealth of Virginia, not Fairfax County (Virginia is
one of three states in the nation with this type of
responsibility for secondary roads). The Virginia

Department of Transportation (VDGF) is the
responsible state agency.

The vast majority of Reston roads were built bs
the developer. Certain streets in Reston have been
designated "private" roads (e.g. those in apartment
and cluster home areas as well as shopping areas
and commercial complexes). Residential private
toads are maintained by individual cluster and con-
dominium associations through homeowner assess-
ments. Public roads, once constructed by the
developer, are turned over to VDOT for main-
tenance. VDOT is also responsible for such things
as traffic signals, grass mowing and snow removal
on all public roads and rights-of-way.

In November 1981, Fairfax County voters
approved a $30 million general obligation bond-the
first of a series of bond issues-to provide addi-
tional funds to speed the process of road construc-
tion in the County. An additional $25 million was
authorized in 1982, a third bond for $135 million in
1985 plus $150 million in long-term bonds in early
1988. This bond money is allocated and adminis-
trated by Fairfax County.

Reston Land Corporation (RLC) in 1987
received zoning approval for 400 ace North Hills,
the last major residential area to be developed in
Reston. As part of the plans for this section, RLC
will realign and widen Reston Avenue (to be renamed
Reston Parkway) to 4 lanes from Baron Cameron
Avenue to Route 7. RLC will spend over $3 million
to construct two miles of this 4 lane Reston Parkway.

The long awaited Reston Town Center has also
received zoning approval. RLC has agreed to provide
over $40 million worth of road improvements to be
associated with the development of this commer-
cial, office and residential center. These improve-
ments are planned to include completion of a major
segment of the Fairfax Parkway from the Airport
Access Road to Baron Cameron Avenue.

What's Ahead

With the rapid growth in dual career families
has come a corresponding increase in the number
of automobiles on the roads. Each new household
puts an average of ten new trips per day on area
highways. Every six new jobs in Northern Virginia
generates an average of five automobiles in each
morning and evening rush hour. From 1974 to 1986
the number of registered vehicles in Northern Vir-
ginia rose by 60% to over 975,000 automobiles. The
growth trends observed over the last twenty years
are expected to continue into the next century.






For more information contact:

Reston
Reston Land Corporation

11800 Sunrise Valley Drive, Reston, Virginia 22091
(703) 620-4730 A Mobil Company


