N3h;UIL
ARCH TFC'
NEWS

"STRATEGY FOR BUILDING A BETTE
AMERICA" UNVEILED BY AlA

For Release at 10:30 a.m.

Monday

January 24

NEW YORK, January 24, 1972 -The American Institute of Architects today
unveiled a sweeping "Strategy for Building a Better America" that calls for:
1.

A large-scale effort to control future growth in metropolitan

areas by public assembly and preparation of land in advance of
development.

Initially, one million acres should be provided in

58 metropolitan areas to accommodate "Growth Units.
2.

Use of the "neighborhood scale" as the basic "Growth

Unit" in developing such publicly held land, as well as privately
owned land.

Under this concept, federal and state governments

would assume responsibility for creation of a public armature of
utilities, transportation and communication networks necessary
of "Growth Units."
3.

Basic changes in the "ground rules

(that is, taxation,

governmental organization, etc.) that now govern community development so that it will be easier and more financially rewarding to
build high quality community environments.
The MA program was announced at a news conference at which Institute spokesmen emphasized that the architectural profession will vigorously promote the "Strategy" nationwide, and will lobby for legislation
needed to put it into effect.
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Max 0. Urbahn, FAIA, president of the Institute, said the program
'is an historic step for our professional society and, to the extent that
we persuade our political leaders and fellow citizens to join with us,
it will have a major impact on the quality of life in America.'
The program was developed by a top level AlA National Policy Task
Force, and has been unanimously approved by the AlA Board of Directors.
The Task Force is headed by Archibald C. Rogers, FAIA, an architect
and planner in Baltimore.

Its members include architect Ieoh Ming Pei,FAIA,

of New York; Jaquelin Robertson, ALA, director of Midtown Planning for
---------------New York City; William L. Slayton, Hon. AlA, executive vice president

of AlA and former Commissioner of the Urban Renewal Administration;
and Paul N. Ylvisaker, professor of public affairs and urban planning at
Princeton University and first commissioner of community affairs for
New Jersey.
Emphasizing the importance of public control of land for development, the Task Force said that 'an effective national growth policy requires
that land development increasingly be brought under public control."
Task Force Chairman Archibald Rogers said "public control of land
in order to guide development is not new, and it is not foreign. It is
an old, American idea.

It was followed by the founders of our nation.

Washington and Jefferson used it to found and shape the growth of
Washington, D.C.

It was used to create and expand many cities, such
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as Savannah, Ga., Annapolis, Md., and Philadelphia. We've gotten
away from this old American principle, and have suffered for it.

Now

it's time to go back to it.'
The Task Force recommended that governmental agencies assemble
one million acres of land for community development within the cores and
on the peripheries of the 58 U.S. metropolitan areas with populations of
half a million or more.
This land purchased now would appreciate in value in a few years
to the point where its original cost would be recovered along with much
of the cost of preparing the land for development.
Planning for the development of this public land, as well as privately
owned land, should take place using the neighborhood scale 'Growth Unit"
to insure "a full range of essential facilities and services, environmental
integrity, and open occupancy."
The 'Growth Unit" would be of appropriate size for rehabilitation of
existing city neighborhoods or for the creation of new neighborhoods
..
within existing urban areas.

Larger communities, including free-standing

new towns, would be built as multiples of "Growth Units," with the
addition of such services as high schools, community colleges, hospitals,
regional shopping centers, and mass transit.
In this manner, the Task Force said, a third of the nation's expected
urban growth over the next 30 years could be accommodated and

controlled.)
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The Task Force also urged that government act to assure "a flow
of credit at stabilized rates of interest over a sustained period of time"
to finance urban development and redevelopment, and that existing "tax
disincentives' to building and rebuilding at the neighborhood scale be
removed and replaced with a series of tax incentives.
The urban development and redevelopment process should be aided
by creation of a national development corporation to handle federal grants,
a series of state development corporations, and at the metropolitan level
public and public/private corporations subject to regional planning controls
While stressing the need for a disciplined, organized approach to a
national growth policy, the Task Force emphasized that any growth policy
must accommodate the differing needs and life styles of diverse groups
of Americans.

"It well may

," their report says, "that a diversified

nation which values free speech above all may have to live with a national
growth policy which contains more inconsistencies than it resolves, which
turns the power of conflicting forces into creative energy - and which
succeeds because it strives toward unity but does not mutilate its freedoms
in an all-out effort to achieve it."
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