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AN 1NTOD[CT1C)NTOHESTON
Reston is a ten-square mile tract of gently rolling Virginia hill country, 18 miles
west of Washington, D.C., and four miles from the newly opened Dulles International Airport. It is bisected by the airport's high-speed access highway which takes air travelers
quickly in and out of the nation's capital.
Comprising 6, 800 acres, Reston could easily have been developed along well trod,
conventional lines. Instead, Reston has been planned in a way which suggests a new, creative solution to the twin dangers inherent in America's enormous population increase and
rapidly changing pattern of living -- unsightly suburban sprawl and haphazard urban spread.

" THE RESTON... will be
published periodically. It will provide a running account of Reston's
progress as well as basic information about the concepts behind this
cittircly new community which, by
1980, will be a major employment
center and home to 75, 000 people.
Future issues will discuss and
detail such programs as:
" The Master Plan for Reston
" Making Open Space Useful
" Architectural Design Concepts
" Planning for the Needs of
Research and Development
Industries
" A Town Center for Reston and
the County
" Anticipating the Educational,
Social and Health Needs of New
Residents.
WASHINGTON'S NEW NEIGHBOR

Urban spread was a problem tackled by the National Capital Planning Commission a
few years ago. This private, nonprofit study group had taken a worried look at the Washington area's future and made a number of specific recommendations. Key to their proposal
was the concept of creating new, partially self-sufficient communities on "corridors radia" These new town centers could,
ting from the central city.
by concentrating suburban
lead
to:
the
growth,
planned saving of vital, open space; the creation of economically feasible systems of mass transportation; and the development of a practical answer to the welter
of social and esthetic problems generated by zooming, uncontrolled suburban growth.
Reston is Washington's first corridor city.

It is also the first such city in the nation.

Given this fundamentally forward looking direction, the plans for Reston itself have
followed suit. Created by Whittlesey & Conklin, New York planners and architects, the
master plan represents a radical departure from what might have been.
The underlying concept of planning both housing and industry together from the start
is, of course, well known from the 20 or so "New Towns" created in Great Britain, the
Netherlands, and the Scandinavian countries, In Reston, about one-sixth of the total acreage
is reserved for private and government employment centers. But industry is only one part
of the Reston idea; the focus in planning has been on developing the land in a way which offers
an entirely new mode of living for Americans. Neither city nor country, the Reston plan is
conceived to provide the virtues of both without the handicaps of either.
The key to the plan is a new 'Residential Planned Community" zoning statute, worked
out in close cooperation with Fairfax County officials over a two-year period. It permits the
FIRST VILLAGE CENTER shows unique grouping of shopping and housing facilities at head of Lake Anne.

developer unparalleled latitude, both in the location of housing, and industrial and commercial buildings, and in population density. Instead of prescribing particular densities for
specified areas, RPC provides only that the over-all density shall not exceed 11 persons per
acre. Within that broad framework it permits the definition of areas with densities ranging
from lower than 3. 8 to as high as 60 persons per acre.
W ZONING IS THE KEY
Given this latitude, the Reston master plan establishes a pattern of high density
''sinews" with related medium and low density areas. The sinews of higher density developirient will be the most active sections of Reston. Here, attached houses will be spotted along
central walkways. Interconnecting pathways will lead from these clusters of housing to main
walks and then into the village centers. These lively walks will also lead to schools and
churches, all without having to cross a street.
Among some of the other effects of the RPC amendment are the following:
" It permits the consolidation of lawn and yard spaces into shared
recreational areas and park land.
" It minimizes the role of axe and bulldozer by allowing architects to
follow the natural contours of the land and make full use of natural
settings.

" It permits a wide variety of types of housing -- high-rise apartment
buildings, cluster houses and detached houses -- to exist in the
same general area. This rules out any threat of 'subdivision blues" -those long rows of identical houses one sees in new suburbs.
" It permits shopping and recreational areas convenient to every family
in Reston.
(We would be pleased to send you a copy of the full amendment if you would like it.
The smallest, single tract which may be developed under the RPC amendment at any
one time is 100 acres.
ST VILLAGE STARTED
The first of the seven villages was started in October, 1962, when work began on a
500-foot earth dam which will create a crescent-shaped 35-acre lake. At the same time,
work began on a 7, 000-yard championship golf course.

LAKE CLUSTER features a marina, attached houses at the edge and overlooking the lake.

Fairfax County, Virginia;

B miles west of Washington,

D.C., and four miles east of the new Dulles International
Airport.
6800 acres - about bY2 square miles.

RE STON
AT A GLANCE

75,000
4100 acres - residential
1100 acres - permanent park and public use
900 acres - industrial and government use
400 acres - two 18-hole, three 9-hole golf courses
200 acres - village corners and town center
100 acres - lakes
It is o completely new, largely self-sufficient, city-inthe-country where people can live, work and play in one
community. It is the first city in the United States to be
built as

part of a recommended regional development

plan for a molar metropolitan center.

In April, 1963, construction of 370 dwelling units and the village center will get under
way, Whittlesey & Conklin are planners for the village as well as architects for the village
center, which will be located at one end of the lake and will feature an auto-free shopping
area facing a large plaza which runs to the edge of the lake itself. A 14-story apartment
house with 60 units, and a series of lake-front town houses, will be a part of the village
center design.
A medium density cluster of 90 attached units, designed by Charles M. Goodman
Associates of Washington, D.C., will be located about 1, 500 feet from the village center.
It consists of three blocks of about 30 town houses each, which, as a unit, will be linked to
the center by pedestrian walkways.
Further down the lake side there will be still another medium density cluster of houses
designed by Satterlee & Smith, Washington, D.C. These 90 units will be at the lake edge and
on a rise overlooking the lake.
FOCUS ON ItECIIL ,\

nON

Also in the Spring, work will begin on another IOU-acre tract, towards the southerly
end of Reston, which is being designed by Geddes, Brecher, Qualls & Cunningham of Philadelphia. This low density cluster is designed to serve the interests of people who like
horseback riding, and will feature a unique community stable and 18 attached town-house
units which form an open arch around the academy. In addition to the houses, 200 lots for
individual development will be available for purchase in this section as well as 200 others in
the lake and golf course section.
Bridle paths are to be laid out so that they lead from the academy to one of the village
centers. This village will be planned so that horse owners will be able to actually ride into
town.
A future issue of the LETTER will feature a full, illustrated discussion, of the riding
section.
By Spring of this year, Reston will be a good place to visit. By Spring of next year,
Reston will be well on its way to becoming one of the best places in the nation in which to live.

WHAT THEY'RE SAYING ABOUT

"The new approach, which seeks to break the pattern of the old
stereotyped suburb in favor of a new residential planned community, is
exemplified by the projected Reston development in Fairfax County,
Virginia. As the original sponsor of legislation to preserve open spaces
in our rural areas, I am delighted to see an effort being made to improve
the quality of urban living...

sort of suburban community offers a new kind of out-of-town
Skillful
site planning preserves much of the natural grandeur.
living.
While maintaining the same over-all population that would be allowed
under the present zoning.., a large open recreational area is provided
for the use of its residents.

"The massive nature of the proposed Reston project is of itself sufficient to command unusual attention. Its major significance, however,
lies in the new concepts of suburban development it envisions: A completely planned and largely self-sufficient community containing a sharp
diversity of housing types, industry and business to provide employment
for many of its residents and a wide range of recreational and service
facilities.
trr

"The enormous advantage of this type of development is that it
provides for schools, streets, sewers, water, industrial and commerical
areas and parks and open space with advance knowledge of what the completed community will be like.., this attempt to create an entirely new
town... is a welcome relief from the urban sprawl that has characterized
so much of the suburban development of recent years,"

"For those of us who would like relief from the sprawling, checkerboard pattern of present-day subdivisions, the proposed Reston development offers a refreshing vision. The development, as proposed, features
some of the best aspects of city building... 11
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Robert E. Simon, Jr., 48-year-old president of Simon Enterprises, has been
in
office
firm
has
interests
a
The
major
real estate field for over a quarter of
century.
centers in Dallas, Philadelphia and
buildings in Toronto, Canada and New York; shopping
But,
Staten Island; and in a New York hotel and a Long Island resort housing cooperative.
to
the
has
been
devoted
for the past two years, his major interest, and most of his time,
an
of
his
initials.)
acronym
creation of Reston. (The name "Reston" is based on
His interest in town planning and development goes back to his teens when his father
was working with Clarence J. Stein, one of the country's earliest new town pioneers, on the
the United States. In 1960, he
development of Radburn, the first planned "garden city" in
visited a number of New Towns in England and was strongly impressed by the clear advantages of comprehensive planning.
An avid sportsman, his deep interest in recreation and outdoor life has also made a
distinctive mark on planning for Reston, where facilities for tennis, golf, swimming, horseback riding and boating are an integral part of the community's concept.
Indeed, the Reston plan is based on Simon's belief that "The way people live is at
least as important to them as where they live." This, and a firm conviction that today's
suburban developer, working on an unprecedented scale, owes it to the future to plan and
In these ways,
provide for a total, balanced community, underpins all of its planning.
Robert Simon hopes to see Reston become the answer to urban sprawl and the model for
future small-city development throughout the country.

COMMUI'UT'Y STtBLE

CLUSTER planned for low-density area is designed around unique, circular stable.

