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This dissertation is composed of three essays analyzing the beliefs of the American 

public on tax policy. The first essay discusses the American public's beliefs on tax 

policies as they relate to the issue of vertical equity. The second essay discusses the 

systematic differences that exist between the general public's views and the consensus 

view of public finance economists on many specific issues. The third essay assesses the 

knowledge of the American public on verifiable questions of tax policy. The first essay 

finds little evidence for the role of self-interest in formulating views on specific tax 

policy measures, but does find evidence for pride driving beliefs on more general 

questions relating to the person's individual tax burden. Also, the first essay finds a role 

for party leadership's ability to affect the views of its members on tax policy. The second 



 

essay concludes that on issues of fundamental tax reform, as well as on questions of 

environmental tax policy, significant differences exist between the views of the general 

public and the economists' criterion of optimal tax theory. The empirical evidence in the 

third essay indicates that the American public possesses satisfactory knowledge of the 

U.S. social insurance system and the overall size of its tax burden but a rather limited 

knowledge of the U.S. tax system's existing distribution and the distributional effects of 

specific tax policies. Overall, the empirical evidence presented in the three essays 

indicates that those with higher incomes, more education, and those who are male are 

generally most likely to be informed on tax policy and to agree with public finance 

economists in their judgment of which tax policies are optimal.
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CHAPTER 1 

 

This dissertation is an empirical work containing three chapter essays that explore the 

beliefs of the American public on tax policy. The first essay delves into the beliefs of the 

American public on the normative question of vertical equity in tax policy, measuring the 

extent to which the American public and subgroups of it support one view of vertical 

equity over another. The second essay compares how public finance economists view tax 

policy questions (i.e. through the lens of optimal tax theory) compared to the general 

public and subgroups of it. The third and final essay assesses the knowledge of the 

American public on tax policy using responses to verifiable questions asked in various 

recent surveys. Each of the three essays uses survey data to draw its empirical 

conclusions. The data methods used in the three essays are discussed at the end of this 

introductory chapter, following the literature review. Chapter five provides a synopsis of 

the dissertation‘s conclusions. 

Overview of Findings 

Contrary to the predictions of the self-interested voter hypothesis (SIVH), the first essay 

finds that the role of self-interest in formulating normative views on tax policy is 

statistically significant in some areas, such as on general questions of redistribution and 

progressivity, and nonexistent in others, such as on questions of specific tax reforms. The 

first essay also shows that support for progressivity on specific policy questions can be 
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affected by a lack of knowledge of the effects on progressivity from those specific 

policies. This was most noticeable on the issue of the estate tax. However, even holding 

constant this lack of knowledge on progressivity didn‘t change the fact that the SIVH 

performed relatively poorly on questions of specific tax reforms. Finally, the first essay 

shows that the positions of party leaders can effectively serve as a signal to party 

members as to what their positions ―should be‖ on various tax policy issues. 

The second essay, which compares how economists view tax policy to the general public, 

finds that the general public‘s support for using the tax code to promote investment and 

consumption of certain types (such as health care and housing) far exceeds any positive 

externality justification on which economists would judge such subsidies. Furthermore, in 

the case of environmental taxation, the second essay shows that there is a large 

preference among the general public for using command-and-control direct regulations as 

opposed to Pigouvian taxation, a policy position with which economists overwhelmingly 

disagree. 

The third essay, which examines what the public knows and doesn‘t know about tax 

policy, finds that the American public tends to systematically underestimate the share of 

taxes paid by high-income people, underestimate the degree of regressivity in a national 

retail sales tax reform, and tends to overestimate the extent of the federal estate tax. On 

the other hand, the American public‘s performance is solid on the issue of payroll taxes 

and the Social Security system, as well as on questions of the total level of taxation that 

Americans face, both in an absolute sense (i.e. overall percentage of income) and in a 

relative sense (i.e. compared to other nations). Finally, the third essay presents evidence 
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of confirmation biases existing among various subgroups on certain questions in tax 

policy, for example with Republicans and their beliefs on the Laffer Curve. 

Overall, the empirical evidence presented in the dissertation indicates that those with 

higher incomes, more education, and those who are male are more likely to be informed 

on tax policy and to agree with public finance economists in supporting optimal tax 

policy. Along age lines and across political party identification, the results are mixed. In 

some cases, such as on environmental taxation, younger Americans and those aligning 

with the Democratic Party are more likely to agree with economists or possess 

knowledge on the question. On other issues, it is older Americans and Republicans who 

are more likely to understand tax policy and/or agree with economists on specific tax 

policy questions. 

I. Review of Previous Literature 

When evaluating public opinion on tax policy in a way that will answer the questions 

posed in this dissertation, the obvious question to ask is to what extent is there a link 

between the preferences of the general public on tax policy and policy outcomes? 

Analyzing such a question, which is at the core of public choice economics, is the 

primary focus of this literature review. As part of answering this question, the literature 

review delves into one of the core assumptions of traditional public choice economics: 

rational ignorance. Finally, a review of optimal tax theory is provided given that such a 

framework is used by public finance economists to evaluate tax policies. 

What Drives Political Preferences and Do They Matter? 
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In order to claim that the beliefs of the American public are important at a given moment 

in time, one must assume at least some link (or the possibility thereof) between public 

preferences and policy outcomes at that moment. Of course, the policy views could still 

possibly be relevant even if public preferences did not currently matter much. That‘s 

because it would still be beneficial to know whether or not structural or legal shifts in our 

democratic structure in the direction of a greater influence for the general public‘s 

opinion would be, on net, good or bad for social welfare as it relates to tax policy. 

Obviously, in a direct democracy, the preferences on tax policy of the general public 

would matter. California‘s famous Proposition 13 initiative against property taxes in 1979 

is the classic example. But in the United States most major tax policies that raise 

considerable amounts of revenue (except for the property tax) and have distributional 

effects in mind are determined by representative government. Therefore, the question can 

be reframed: do elected officials in the United States represent the views of the American 

public on issues of tax policy? 

Many of the well-discussed issues in public choice are at play here. First is the classic 

issue in microeconomics of the bundling of products, and thereby the challenge of 

measuring the demand for the components or attributes of a product, such as housing or 

an automobile (Lancaster, 1966). Like virtually all goods in the private marketplace, in 

representative democracy, this challenge exists in trying to assess the importance of 

views on various issues given that one‘s vote is always a choice between (in the United 

States) two bundles of viewpoints. The fact that a voter must express his/her preference 

for tax policy in the same vote as his/her preference for foreign policy can lead one to 
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question to what degree opinions of the public on tax policy matter, and similarly, how 

tax policy outcomes would differ under a system of greater democratic control (e.g. direct 

democracy). For tax policy, such a distinction is important given that much of tax policy 

at the local level is driven by direct democracy decisions. And given this split in the 

United States between the degrees of democratic control over tax policy between national 

and local governments, shifts towards more or less local control in the federalist system 

could have ramifications for tax policy, especially as it relates to differences in the 

performance of local government finance. Furthermore, such a split in degrees of 

democratic control combined with biased beliefs of the American public on tax policy 

could have ramifications for empirical measures of the efficacy of a Tiebout-style 

(Tiebout, 1956) system of local governments. 

So is there any consensus in the economic literature on the link between voter preference 

and policy outcomes? The traditional public choice literature led by Buchanan, Olson, 

and Tullock long pushed the view that the public‘s voice was rarely heard on economic 

policy due to the overwhelming influence of interest group politics. That is, rational 

economic actors, each acting in his/her own self-interest in deciding whether or not to 

lobby (and possibly bribe implicitly or explicitly) policymakers versus whether to remain 

rationally ignorant on an issue, would lead to the public interest being subverted by those 

who have the largest stake in the game (i.e. those who were not rationally ignorant). This 

assumption of rational ignorance became the cornerstone of the public choice literature 

and its famous conclusion of diffuse costs-concentrated benefits, ignoring the possibility 
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that irrationality could exist on the part of economic actors on issues relating to politics 

and public policy (Caplan, 2007). 

Wittman (1995) took issue with the traditional public choice view, arguing that even if 

the rational ignorance assumption holds, the ramifications are not as bad as the classic 

public choice community argues. Rational ignorance implies that the views of a given 

group of ignorant citizens on any random question would be on average, correct. That is, 

there would be no systematic bias on a given issue among the general public or any 

random subgroup of it that was rationally ignorant. The collective decision for society 

would be driven under most democratic rules by the views of the small group of citizens 

that were actually informed on the issue, while the large swath of rationally ignorant 

voters would cancel each other out. In making this assumption, Wittman takes aim at the 

main implication of classic public choice school‘s assumptions, which is that public 

policy is dominated by special interests that subvert the will of the people. Instead, 

Wittman argues that markets in democratic politics are just as efficient as economic 

markets, and to believe otherwise would force one to believe that economic markets 

aren‘t efficient either. Specifically, Wittman sees politicians as opportunistic agents 

acting on behalf of rational voters who will implement policies that improve voter‘s well-

being. If the voter‘s are rational, they should be able to determine that the politician‘s 

policies are improving their welfare, despite whatever special interest is attempting to 

subvert the will of that rational electorate. Just like Wittman argues that pork-barrel 

spending is actually efficient or else an omnibus reform bill would repeal it, according to 

Wittman, if fundamental tax reform was truly supported by the general public, special 
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interests would not be able to prevent it as is often claimed in the case of tax reform 

(Birnbaum and Murray, 1988), and essentially it would already have happened. 

Like Wittman, Caplan, accepts the assumption that voters‘ preferences affect policy. 

Caplan, however, takes issue with the assumption that the general public is rationally 

ignorant on economic issues. Caplan assumes that voters are what he calls ―rationally 

irrational.‖ Caplan‘s starting point moves beyond the homo economicus/wealth-

maximizing assumption for political behavior and is actually more in line with the 

empirical evidence on the question. (This ―rational irrationality‖ is what I test for in this 

dissertation with respect to tax policy, an area that has yet to be explored on this 

question.) Caplan tests for rational irrationality with regards to general economic 

questions, both related to policy and how markets function. He puts forth empirical 

evidence from a 1996 survey conducted by Kaiser, Harvard University and the 

Washington Post entitled ―Survey of Americans and Economists on the Economy‖ to 

support his model which claims that voters rationally possess irrational beliefs because 

they rationally understand that these beliefs aren‘t very costly, unlike the cost of being 

irrational on other decisions such as private financial/economic decisions. Specifically, he 

summarizes four key economic biases that the American public possesses: anti-foreign 

bias, make work bias, anti-market bias and pessimistic bias. While some may argue that 

some of these ―biased‖ beliefs of the American public aren‘t necessarily wrong, Caplan 

contends that the views of economists on these issues should be viewed as more closely 

resembling the truth. Overall, from this empirical evidence, Caplan concludes that U.S. 

economic performance would be even better if not for these biased views of the 
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American public on economic policy issues, and he suggests that anti-democratic 

institutions in the U.S. are actually preventing the policies from being even worse than 

they would be under a system of greater democracy. 

There is a significant theoretical and empirical literature questioning the classical 

assumption in public choice economics of rational choice among political actors, 

including voters? Brennan and Lomasky (1993) argue against the public choice school‘s 

fundamental assumption, which is that the same homo economicus assumption that holds 

in the private marketplace and its consequences also holds for economic actors in the 

political arena, whether the actors are voters (consumers) or political agents (producers). 

Brennan and Lomasky instead argue that the institutional context that one is presented 

affects human behavior; and specifically in the political arena, voters are more expressive 

ratjer than merely interested in maximizing their own financial self-interest. Green and 

Shapiro (1994) offer a similar argument, which is that only when the stakes for self-

interest are high and the choices relatively clear does the rational choice model have 

significant explanatory power. 

Answering this question of rational self-interest is crucial because to the extent that 

voters vote based upon their own self-interest, answering the question of whether 

individuals tend to favor a given normative school of thought on tax policy (i.e. ability to 

pay or benefit principle) may be fruitless. So what does the empirical literature actually 

show regarding a possible self-interest motive of political actors?  

In general, most empirical studies on the question verify the initial view of Brennan and 

Lomasky, Caplan, Green and Shapiro, and others, which is that voters look beyond their 
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primary self-interest (narrowly defined) when voting on issues. There are some 

exceptions. With regards to tobacco regulation, studies have shown that smokers are 

more likely to oppose regulations designed to limit tobacco use than are non-smokers 

(Green and Gerken, 1989; Dixon, Lowery, Levy and Ferraro, 1991). This would seem to 

align well with self-interested voting. (Recent ballot box evidence however in the U.S. 

indicates that the public is not always supportive of raising taxes on smokers to finance 

general spending items as recent efforts have failed in Oregon in and California in 2007.) 

However, the general models of self-interested voting such as the famous Meltzer-

Richards model have not been supported much empirically, and others have been forced 

to come up with possible explanations as to why the empirical evidence is so lacking 

(Alt, Preston, Sibieta, 2006) such as the fact that not all government spending is 

redistributive motivated (Korpi and Palme, 1998). Most other tests of the self-interested 

voter model have also shown it to be trumped by other factors in terms of explanatory 

power. 

Similar to the rational choice assumption embedded in traditional public choice is the 

long-standing view in political circles that people vote their pocketbooks (i.e. their 

financial self-interest) when it comes to presidential elections. (This was evident in the 

2008 presidential election where many on the political right made an issue about the 

redistribution proposals of Sen. Barack Obama and a possible tyranny of the majority 

erupting.) While such a view may still persist among the general public, there is a large 

empirical literature that tends to support the existence of sociotropic voting as it relates to 

economic conditions. That being said, there is still the secondary question of whether or 
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not a person voting on the state of economic conditions is actually concerned with the 

effect the overall economy has on his own pocketbook (i.e. self-interested yet using 

macroeconomy as a gauge) or is really concerned with the nation‘s economic health as a 

whole (i.e. economic well-being of those besides himself). If the former is the case (self-

interest), voters would need to know what policies affect themselves and how they affect 

themselves (i.e. no systematic biases). If it is the latter, then voters would need to know 

which economic policies are best for society as a whole, both short-run and long-run (i.e. 

no systematic biases). The existing empirical literature tends to support the latter view 

that voters are concerned with the collective economic well-being of society or of a given 

group in society (Robalo, 2008) as opposed to their narrow self-interest. As part of this 

dissertation, I seek to answer this question of self-interest versus other factors for general 

and specific issues in tax policy. 

Other Studies on Public Opinion and Tax Policy 

Other scholars in both political science and economics have conducted research on public 

opinion in tax policy, much of which has consisted of amalgamating surveys that have 

been taken over the years to highlight historical trends or to provide general overviews 

(Coleman, 1998; Bowman, 2006; Bartels, 2005). One study relevant to the work of this 

dissertation, however, which was conducted in 2003 by respected tax scholar Joel 

Slemrod, asked the question of how normative beliefs on general questions of vertical 

equity are influenced by a misunderstanding of the reality on who pays taxes. If voters 

have positive biases regarding tax policy, then it is possible that such positive biases 

could distort the normative views of a given individual. For example, suppose somebody 
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incorrectly believes (for whatever reason) that the most progressive tax in the U.S. tax 

system is the gas tax. And suppose that person supports progressive taxation. If a vote 

came on raising the gas tax, that individual may support it under the guise of progressive 

taxation. But every economist knows that the gas tax is actually regressive. Therefore, it 

is necessary to account for the fact that positive biases may influence individuals‘ 

responses to normative questions on tax policy. Using one of the same datasets that I use 

in this dissertation, Slemrod shows that the positive bias of the American public failing to 

understand that the current tax system is progressive leads it to overstate support for 

reform that would move the tax code in the direction of a flatter rate structure (i.e. a flat 

tax). On the other hand, Sheffrin (1993) sees the conquest of the public‘s support for tax 

reform by economists as needing to either educate the general public about issues like tax 

incidence or framing it in a way that appeals to some normative notion of fairness (e.g. 

horizontal equity).  

Slemrod and others have also done research on the views of economists on tax policy. 

Slemrod (1999) takes evidence from two surveys of economists conducted in 1934 and 

1994 to compare how those views have changed over time. Overall, there has been a 

general shift in the tax economist community to a focus more on efficiency as opposed to 

concerns over vertical equity (Ventry, 2002). Slemrod‘s source for the 1994 views is a 

survey conducted of members of the National Tax Association that resided in Canada and 

the United States. Appendix D provides a detailed overview of the responses on all 

questions asked of the economists, some of which are relevant to the topic of chapter 

three of this dissertation. There have obviously been many other surveys of economists 
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over the years on all issues economics, some of which include policies relating to tax 

issues. For example, the highly cited work of Alston, Kearl and Vaughn (1992) that was 

of a survey of AEA members in 1990 included seven questions relating directly to tax 

policy. A similar study that was taken in 2000 of AEA members also included some tax 

questions. Out of all the questions asked in the study, the one issue in which economists 

were most united in the 2000 survey is actually one of the leading tax issues of today: 

pollution taxes are superior to more rigid government pollution regulation (Fuller and 

Geide-Stevenson, 2003). (The ratio of agree/disagree was highest on this question out of 

all those asked, tied with the consensus on the question of whether restrictions on 

international trade lower economic welfare.) This issue of public opinion on pollution 

taxes versus other means of combating pollution compared to economists‘ views is 

specifically discussed in chapter three of this dissertation, and the results show the 

public‘s view as being the polar opposite of economists.  

Optimal Tax Theory 

So what tax policies are best for society or even for a given group in society that voters 

are concerned with, and should thereby be pursued by a benevolent government? When 

economists analyze questions of tax policy (and other policies as well), they view the 

issue typically through a different lens than non-economists. Economists explicitly 

acknowledge that trade-offs exists between equity, efficiency, and administration in tax 

policy. They also understand that even if disagreements persist on equity, a necessary 

condition for sound tax policy is that it minimizes the economic costs even given a 

certain equity level requirement (i.e. a distributional constraint). This view was at the 



13 

 

core of Milton Friedman‘s (1962) support for redistribution via a negative income tax for 

low-income individuals. Friedman may not have supported redistribution as a first 

choice, but recognized that if redistribution to low-income earners is to be done, some 

ways (like a negative income tax) are more efficient than others (such as minimum wage 

increases), even though none is a free lunch. This is optimal tax theory: designing a tax 

system to minimize economic distortions given some constraints (e.g. revenue, 

distributive equity, externality targeting, etc.). As survey evidence indicates, economists 

overwhelmingly support the Earned Income Tax Credit program (Fuller and Geide-

Stevenson, 2003). 

In the introduction of the issue of optimal tax theory in his popular Economics of 

Taxation textbook, Salanie (2003) describes six criteria by which economists evaluate tax 

policy: 

(1) Taxes must be related to each tax payer‘s ability to pay and/or to the 

benefits he gets from the state (these obviously do not coincide). Today 

we would distinguish between horizontal equity and vertical equity. 

Horizontal equity requires that any two ―identical‖ persons must be treated 

―identically‖ – which clearly leaves some room to interpretation. Vertical 

equity requires that some taxpayers, for instance, because of a higher 

ability to pay, must pay more than others. 

 

(2) Taxes must be clearly defined and not arbitrary. 

(3) Taxes must be collected in a reasonably painless way. 

(4) Taxes must have low costs, both in administrative terms and in terms of 

the inefficiencies they cause in the economy. 

 

Today we would probably add at least two more criteria: 

(5) Taxes must adapt to economic fluctuations by acting as automatic 

stabilizers. 
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(6) Tax incidence should be clear so that taxpayers know who in fact pays 

taxes. 

 

As Salanie points out elsewhere in his discussion of the issue, within optimal tax theory, 

there are issues with how applicable the theory is towards real-world policy questions, 

both because of administrative and informational barriers, as well as political barriers. 

Take for example Ramsey‘s classic rule for minimizing the deadweight loss of a tax. 

Ramsey (1927) famously showed that by taxing inelastic products at higher rates than 

elastic products, deadweight loss would be diminished. Ideally, to minimize deadweight 

loss, the relative tax rate between two products would be equal to the ratio of their 

inversed demand elasticities. (Ramsey assumed supply elasticities across products were 

similar.) In the real world, of course, economists have a difficult time measuring 

elasticities for one product in a partial equilibrium framework, let alone every product in 

a general equilibrium framework. Such is an information constraint on even a benevolent 

government policymaker that was interested in maximizing social welfare. That‘s on top 

of the complex administration that such a tax system would entail. Finally, public opinion 

would never support Ramsey rule taxation at its extreme because it would have 

distributive consequences and be perceived as heartless. Imagine the tax rate that 

government would charge for insulin under pure Ramsey rule taxation. 

Given these barriers to pure Ramsey rule taxation, most public finance economists tend to 

favor neutrality in tax systems once the type of tax has been determined (i.e. 

consumption, property, or income). For example, most public finance economists would 

tend to find fault with the current federal income tax in its narrowing of the tax base. On 
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this issue of fundamental tax reform at the federal level, a random group of economists 

chosen across even a wide ideological spectrum could easily produce a tax system that 

looked much different than the current federal income tax, despite the disagreements that 

exists on what the proper base is (consumption versus income) or what is the amount of 

spending the government should be doing. The overarching theme of such a reform 

would be base broadening and lowering the marginal rates. Similarly, an economist, 

regardless of ideology, would also prefer a $1 tax cut that lowered marginal rates as 

opposed to a $1 tax cut that had no marginal incentives (a windfall tax cut), ceteris 

paribus. 

Neutrality aside, public finance economists also tend to speak with a loud voice when it 

comes to supporting Pigouvian taxation, assuming implementation is possible. Under 

optimally designed Pigouvian taxation, revenue can be raised in a way that is actually 

welfare-enhancing as opposed to almost all other taxes, which have distorting effects that 

reduce social welfare due to their deadweight loss effects. Obviously externalities are 

everywhere and since administrative costs are not zero, government could not tax every 

possible negative externality (and subsidize every positive externality). But there are 

significant externalities whose payoff is worth the administrative costs. For example, 

most public finance economists would support taxing pollution (at an optimal level) 

and/or greenhouse gas emissions in order to raise $1 in revenue that financed a $1 

reduction in marginal taxes on labor and/or capital given that the current tax rate 

pollution/greenhouse gas emissions is likely currently less than its optimal level. (In 

reality, a lump-sum transfer of the revenue raised given back to the citizens would also be 
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welfare-enhancing, but using the revenue to lower tax rates that have distorting effects at 

the margin is even better from the perspective of reducing the deadweight loss of 

taxation.) 

Overall, the relevant question for this dissertation is whether the general public has any 

concern for such efficiency gains as economists do. It is the recognition that taxes affect 

behavior and thereby affect economic efficiency that is at the core of optimal tax theory 

with which economists evaluate tax policies. 

II. Discussion of Data Sources and Methods 

This paper assumes that public opinion polls are representative of the actual views of the 

respondents. Obviously, there is a large literature discussing the various problems 

associated with polling, from sampling issues to push polling. For these reasons, this 

study uses multiple data sources when possible, thereby reducing the influence of one 

specific poll that may have methodological issues. Similarly, when possible, comparisons 

are made between questions that are substantively similar, yet worded differently, in 

order to limit any bias associated with how the question is asked. In every case, the 

surveys used in this survey were conducted by reputable polling organizations and/or 

media outlets. Specifically, the data sources are survey microdata sets from polls 

conducted from 1995 through 2009 that are available in the Roper Center for Public 

Opinion database or the Inter-University Consortium for Political and Social Research 

(ICPSR), as well as microdata from tax-specific surveys conducted by Harris Interactive 

for the Tax Foundation in 2005, 2006, 2007, and 2009 and crosstabs of questions taken 

from recent Rasmussen Reports surveys. In all, forty surveys from 1995-2009 are chosen 
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in order to assure robustness in the conclusions that are drawn, as well as to address 

multiple issues in taxation. 

There were a large number of questions asked in public opinion polls in the 1995 – 2008 

time period pertaining specifically to the ―Bush tax cuts.‖ Questions that relate 

specifically to those tax cuts passed that cite the term ―Bush‖ are not used when seeking 

to identify one‘s views on a given neutral tax policy question. These questions are used, 

however, in the first essay‘s assessment of the impact of party leadership positions on the 

views of party members. 

Appendix A contains 122 frequency tables of each question analyzed in the dissertation 

with table numbers denoted with an ―a‖ following the number, such as table 15a. The 

second and third part of each appendix follow the same pattern. Appendix B contains 

crosstabs and tables denoted with a ―b‖ following the number, such as table 15b, while 

appendix C contains logit regression results with a ―c‖ following the number, such as 

table 15c. In summary, table 15a, table 15b and table 15c contain frequency statistics, 

crosstabs, and logit regression results for the same question. The frequency and crosstab 

statistics contain the entire universe, while the logit regression results restrict the universe 

to valid cases, thereby resulting in a slightly smaller sample size than the frequencies and 

crosstabs. A valid case is one that includes information that allows the respondent to be 

classified in each of the following different categories: income range, educational 

attainment level and age group. 

Almost all of the regressions in appendix C are binary logit regressions consisting of the 

same explanatory variables. While the availability and consistency of the explanatory 
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variables differs from survey to survey to some extent (such as specific cutoffs in age 

ranges), the goal was to be as consistent as possible as to the predictors used in the 

regressions for each survey. For example, educational attainment categories differed 

slightly from survey to survey on technicalities relating to issues like whether tech school 

graduates are classified as ―high school grads‖ or ―some college,‖ but using the 

microdata, I attempted as best as possible to maintain the same categorization throughout 

all the questions. The standard cutoffs for income were $50,000 and $100,000; for age 

were 29, 44, and 64; for education were anything less than a high school degree, high 

school degree, some college and bachelor‘s degree. All persons were classified into a 

political party. Those providing no response or refusing to answer such questions were 

classified as independents. Finally, minority includes any person who is not able to be 

classified as ―non-white/non-Hispanic.‖ In other words, minority includes all Hispanics 

and any non-white race. Note that in some cases, different income and age cutoffs, as 

well as slightly different criteria for placement into education categories, were used due 

to the possible responses given to those interviewed. These are noted in the results. 

When possible, multiple versions of what are seemingly two or more similar questions 

are included in this analysis or are presented in the appendices in order to best account for 

survey-specific sampling issues, possible time period effects and/or different wordings or 

methods of questioning. Finally, all of the frequency, crosstab and regression results were 

calculated following a constrained weighting of each microdata set. The actual sample 

size was distributed to each respondent in proportion to each respondent‘s share of the 

total appropriate weight provided by the survey organization. 
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CHAPTER 2 

 

When it comes to issues of tax policy in America and where the public stands on 

particular issues, normative questions of what is proper tax policy do influence public 

policy to some extent. The key questions therefore are what exactly does the public 

believe about tax policy and what are the sources of those beliefs? Using survey 

microdata, this essay is designed to answer these questions as they relate to the issue of 

vertical equity in the context of two research goals: (1) identifying factors that best 

predict support of progressive tax policies, including the relationship between views on 

vertical equity and possible explanatory variables like party identification and financial 

self-interest, and (2) exploring the role that knowledge of tax policy plays in the 

formulation of those normative beliefs on specific policy questions pertaining to 

progressivity. 

Issues explored in this essay include, among others: To what extent does the American 

public and/or subgroups of it support a progressive tax structure? What factors contribute 

to a person supporting more progressivity in tax policies? How big of a factor is financial 

self-interest versus party identification? Does a lack of knowledge on certain tax policy 

issues affect those normative beliefs? Do those identifying with a political party take the 

position of its leaders as a signal on what tax policies to support or oppose? 
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I seek to answer these questions and others using frequency and crosstab statistics and 

logit regression analysis of each of the survey questions listed in the first part of each of 

the appendices. These vertical equity questions, which are taken from multiple public 

opinion surveys conducted from 1995-2008, are organized based upon five issue 

categories, including estate taxation (section I), switching to a national retail sales tax 

(section II), switching to a flat tax (section III), views on other specific tax issues (section 

IV), and general tax progressivity questions (section V). Section VI assesses the role of 

the positions of party leadership in formulating the tax policy views of their members. 

Finally, section VII concludes. 

I. What Does the American Public Believe About Vertical Equity and What 

Factors Predict Individual Beliefs? Issue of the Federal Estate Tax 

The estate tax is the tax placed on the estate of an individual at the time of his/her death. 

In the United States, the estate tax has a fairly generous exemption level and thereby 

directly affects a very small fraction of actual estates. The estate tax was a political issue 

in the early part of the Bush administration when as part of the ―Bush tax cuts‖ passed in 

2001 and 2003, the estate tax was scheduled to radically change in a period of less than 

10 years, going from an exemption level of $1 million and a 55 percent rate to total repeal 

scheduled for 2010 and back to the initial $1 million/55 percent level in 2011. (As of the 

time this essay was written, this scheduled law remains.) Repeatedly, there were pushes 

by Republicans in Congress and the White House to make the repeal permanent, but it 

never passed the 60-vote filibuster-proof hurdle of the U.S. Senate. Due to the generous 

exemption level and the fact that there is a high correlation between income and the value 
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of one‘s estate, most public finance economists would agree that the estate tax is the most 

progressive tax in the United States. Obviously, the economic incidence does not fall 100 

percent on the wealthy as there is some supply-side effect of lower wages due to the fact 

that the estate tax is partially a tax on capital, but virtually no economist would dispute 

the fact that the estate tax is highly progressive.  

In March 2005, the New York Times conducted a survey that included many tax 

questions, mostly on the estate tax. Specifically, the survey asked ―Currently the federal 

government taxes the assets – that is, the property and money – someone leaves when 

they die if the assets are worth more than a certain amount of money. Do you favor or 

oppose placing this tax on assets when someone dies?‖ The results showed that overall, 

the public is opposed to the tax by a rather large margin (75.5 percent to 17.5 percent 

with 7 percent undecided). Furthermore, the results in the regressions and crosstabs 

indicate opposition existing even among subgroups that under a theory of self-interest 

voting would be expected to favor the highly progressive estate tax. That is, one would 

expect such opposition assuming the subgroups actually understood that the estate tax 

was highly progressive and actually supported policies in their own financial self-interest. 

Unfortunately, as the results in table 117 indicate (and various other tables), the public 

systematically overstates the reach of the estate tax and thereby believes that the tax is 

less progressive than it actually is. This presents an obstacle in attempting to determine 

what factors best predict normative views on the estate tax, including whether or not 

financial self-interests play a factor. In order to isolate the effect that a lack of knowledge 

on the estate tax has in formulating people‘s normative views on specific policy questions 
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pertaining to it, the research tactic that I take is to compare the actual views on the estate 

tax of the American public (influenced by the lack of knowledge on the estate tax) to 

their ―hypothetical‖ views on the estate tax in a world where they actually understood the 

extent of the estate tax. 

While it is impossible to estimate for certain such ―hypothetical‖ bias-free formulated 

views of the American public on the estate tax, there is sufficient survey data contained in 

the estate tax questions that have been asked with and without supplemental information 

pertaining to the tax‘s exemption level. This information not only provides the 

respondent information on the progressivity of the estate tax, but also the likelihood that 

the tax would directly affect a given respondent who may or may not have his/her views 

on the issue being driven by financial self-interests. 

The estate tax results presented in this section are available in tables 1-15 in the 

appendices. The results in tables 1, 5, 6, and 11-14 show public opinion on the estate tax 

when supplemented with no information pertaining to its reach (except for a definitional 

explanation to those surveyed explaining that the estate tax is the tax placed upon the 

estates of those who die). The results from these tables, including the frequencies, 

crosstabs and regression results, indicate fairly strong opposition to the tax when asked as 

a stand-alone question. Support for the progressive response to the question (support for 

the estate tax, or opposition to its repeal) is actually highest among highly educated 

individuals, as well as male Democrats. For example, those with a college degree are 

twice as likely to support the estate tax compared to those who only have a high school 

diploma. There is also evidence from the regression results tables that opposition is 
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higher among older Americans than younger Americans, although this conclusion is not 

as persistent in the tables as is the conclusion that college-educated male Democrats are 

the most likely individuals to support the tax. On the surface, this would seem to 

repudiate the self-interested voter hypothesis assumption due to the fact that college 

graduates have the highest lifetime wealth potential of any group. Further evidence in 

favor of this repudiation is that even among college-educated respondents, high and 

middle-income respondents (based upon current income) were more likely to support the 

estate tax than low-income college graduates.  

Of course, it‘s possible that the self-interested voter hypothesis is still at work, but it 

merely fails at first glance because the respondents do not know what is in their own self-

interest. To assess the role of a lack of knowledge on the reach of the estate tax, tables 2, 

3, and 7-9 (in frequencies, crosstabs and regressions) present the same question that was 

analyzed above yet supplemented with information on the tax‘s exemption level. The 

tables indicate that support tends to grow across-the-board for the estate tax when an 

exemption level is cited (including the actual exemption level in law at the time of the 

survey). This leads me to safely conclude that there is strong support for the claim that 

the general public systematically understates the progressivity of the existing federal 

estate tax. However, even when more information is provided to each respondent, the 

results in tables 2, 3, and 7-9 still show little evidence for the self-interested voter 

hypothesis.  

As shown in tables 4 and 10, those most likely to change their views on the estate tax as a 

result of additional information are Democrats. It is also the case that the support gap 
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between high-income and educated Americans tends to shrink as a result of more 

information. However, it is clear from the results in tables 2-3 and 7-9 that there is not a 

complete reversal of the results in tables 1, 5, 6 and 11-14 among the education-income 

explanatory variables, despite the additional information. Furthermore, as tables 4 and 10 

show, the two income/education groups most likely to increase their support for the estate 

tax following the inclusion of more information pertaining to its progressivity are middle 

and high income high school dropouts and high income high school graduates. The 

evidence clearly shows that the self-interested voter hypothesis fails woefully in 

attempting to explain the beliefs of the American public on the estate tax. 

So given that the evidence indicates the self-interested voter hypothesis failing to predict 

views on the estate tax, what variables best predict views on the estate tax? The strongest 

predictor of support for the estate tax is affiliation with the Democratic Party, most 

notably among males. When asked with no supplemental information, no other party/sex 

group had as strong support or opposition to the estate tax as male Democrats. Female 

Democrats are most likely to have their position grow in favor of the estate tax when 

supplemented with additional information regarding the extent of the estate tax. Among 

age groups, the evidence is mixed, but generally shows more knowledge among older 

groups but also slightly stronger opposition to the tax. Overall, the main conclusion from 

recent public opinion on the federal estate tax is that support for the estate tax would be 

generally higher if more people understood how it actually worked under current law, but 

that there is still considerable opposition relative to the predictions of a purely self-

interested voter framework even after accounting for this lack of knowledge. 
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II. What Does the American Public Believe About Vertical Equity and What 

Factors Predict Individual Beliefs? Issue of the Retail Sales Tax 

There have been numerous proposals put forth by policymakers, academics, and even 

those in the media to convert the U.S. federal tax system almost entirely to a national 

retail sales tax, similar to those levied at the state level yet with a hypothetical broader 

base. One such proposal is the FairTax, which has gained tremendous grassroots support 

over the years following the publication of a New York Times bestselling book 

advocating its implementation written by radio talk show host Neal Boortz and 

Republican Congressman John Linder of Georgia. Because such a reform would require a 

flat rate on all consumption combined with the fact that consumption is less skewed than 

income at any given point in time, there is a consensus among tax experts that a move to 

a retail sales tax would make the U.S. federal tax system less progressive. Even though 

the FairTax proposal in particular would provide prebate checks to all households to 

offset some of the regressivity, the largest beneficiaries of the FairTax would still be 

those at the very top of the income spectrum (President‘s Advisory Panel on Tax Reform, 

2005). And one may even assume that any general retail sales tax reform (e.g. not the 

FairTax), as is asked in the questions analyzed below, would not contain such prebates as 

such a policy was not suggested in the questions asked. Therefore, it is safe to assume 

that support for a national retail sales tax is support for a specific policy that would 

reduce progressivity in the tax system, ceteris paribus. Obviously other factors may lend 

support to a national retail sales tax, such as its seeming simplicity, but that doesn‘t take 

away from the fact that it‘s still a move towards a less progressive tax system. 
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This specific retail sales tax issue has been asked in various ways by multiple surveys in 

recent years, and I present the logit regression results for four such questions on the issue 

in tables 16-19. In each case, the dependent variable equals 1 if the respondent opposes a 

switch to a retail sales tax and 0 otherwise. The questions are as follows: 

(1) ―Some have suggested that the federal income tax be replaced with something 

like a national sales tax, though the money might not be collected at the cash 

register. Everything would cost more, but you would pay taxes only when you 

buy something. There would be no tax on income from work, savings or 

investments. Do you think it would be a good idea or a bad idea to replace the 

federal income tax with something like a national sales tax, or don‘t you know 

enough to say?‖ (Kaiser-NPR-Harvard – February 2003) 

(2) Another proposal for changing the tax system in this country is to eliminate 

the federal income tax and replace it with a national sales tax of around 15%, 

applied to all retail purchases. Would you favor or oppose that proposal?‖ 

(CNN-USA Today, November 1997) 

(3) ―What is your reaction to a proposal to eliminate all federal income and 

payroll taxes and replace them with a new national sales tax of twenty-three 

percent -- is this something you strongly favor, somewhat favor, somewhat 

oppose, or strongly oppose?‖ (NBC-WSJ, January 1998) 

(4) ―Would you favor or oppose replacing part of the income tax with a 

nationwide sales tax?‖ (Harris-Tax Foundation, March 2005) 
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Obviously each of these questions was asked in a different manner, some with more 

information regarding how a national retail sales tax would function than others. The 

results overall indicate the least support for such a tax reform coming from the most 

educated subgroups of the population. The results also showed that female Democrats 

were the most likely party/gender group to oppose moving to a national retail sales tax, 

which would align somewhat with the norm that Democrats favor progressive taxation. 

While the coefficients for male Democrats were higher than their Republican peers in 

each of the tables 17-19, which would appear to contradict the expected support for 

progressive taxation among Democrats, in none of the three tables was the male 

Democrat variable significantly different from the control group, female independents. 

What is once again clear from the evidence in tables 16-19 is that the self-interested voter 

hypothesis does not hold up well. Low- and middle-income respondents are not more 

likely to oppose a move to a national retail sales tax than high-income respondents as the 

self-interested voter hypothesis would predict given that a move to a national retail sales 

tax would make the tax code less progressive. Furthermore, support for a national retail 

sales tax among those aged 65-plus is not significantly smaller than that of younger 

respondents. One would expect from a self-interest voter theory that older Americans 

would be more likely to oppose such a reform. That‘s because a move from an income 

tax to a consumption tax would shift the burden onto those who are older as a result of 

the life-cycle of income. Overall, like we saw on the issue of the estate tax, party 

identification (and likely ideology) played the key role in determining views on this 
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specific normative policy question, whereas evidence for a role played narrow financial 

self-interest was scant. 

III.  What Does the American Public Believe About Vertical Equity and What 

Factors Predict Individual Beliefs? Issue of a Flat Tax 

A progressive tax system is, by definition, one in which the fraction of a tax unit‘s 

income that is paid in taxes increases as the tax unit‘s income increases. The rate 

structure imbedded in the current U.S. federal individual income tax is an example of a 

progressive tax system. Support for movement to a flat rate tax system would thereby 

imply support for a less progressive tax structure. This is despite the fact that most flat 

rate proposals also tend to support base expansion, eliminating provisions that tend to 

flow mostly to upper-income taxpayers (not exclusively those at the very top, but those in 

the top 10-20 percent) (Burman and Toder, 2008). 

Obviously there are other reasons why respondents may support a flat rate tax, such as 

simplicity, but if one values progressivity, it should still be an important determinant of 

that person‘s view towards a switch to a flat rate tax system. Tables 20-31 present 

descriptive results, crosstabs and logit regression results detailing the American public‘s 

beliefs on switching to a flat tax. Taken in their totality, the frequency tables indicating 

the beliefs of the population as a whole show a public that is mixed on the issue of 

switching to a flat tax. In most of the questions, the number supporting a switch to a flat 

tax was not greatly different from the number opposing such a switch.  

The regression results and crosstabs, however, do suggest that not all subgroups of the 

population have the same attitudes towards a flat tax. Democrats and females are more 
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likely to take the progressive position on a flat tax (opposing it) than are their Republican 

and male counterparts. The results also generally indicate that younger Americans (18-

29) are more likely to oppose a flat tax than middle-aged and older Americans.  

The regression results for income/education groups generally indicated greater opposition 

to the flat tax among those with a college degree relative to other groups, holding income 

constant. When education is held constant, opposition to the flat tax across income 

groups was mixed. In each of the regressions run with a sample size of at least 1,000 and 

with the full set of typical variables included (tables 23, 25, and 30), there was little 

evidence to suggest that self-interest was a key determinant in formulating the views of 

highly educated respondents. Among those who have only a high school degree or some 

college, table 23 would suggest that there is some evidence that self-interest could play a 

role in formulating their beliefs as the coefficient for high-income respondents in those 

two education categories were significantly smaller than the coefficients for their low and 

middle-income counterparts. The results in table 25 also show this to be the case, albeit 

less strongly. 

Like I discussed with the estate tax, it is possible that people are self-interested on the 

question of a flat tax reform but have systematically incorrect views on how a switch 

would affect them personally. The results in table 31 give some support to this theory. 

First, the frequency table 31a indicates that 40 percent of those who favored a flat tax and 

also believed a flat tax switch would not increase their tax bill actually switched their 

position when asked how they would view the reform if it did indeed raise their 

individual tax bill. The regression results in table 31c show that those most likely to 
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switch their position were the least educated respondents. This large disparity in the 

likelihood of changing one‘s position between those highly educated and those with little 

education would seem to indicate a lack of confidence among the less-educated 

respondents regarding how they would be affected by such a reform. That‘s because 

those who are more educated were probably more likely to believe correctly in the first 

place that their tax bill would not increase as a result of a switch to a flat tax. What this 

also means, however, is that a more than an insignificant amount of respondents seem to 

indicate that their position on a major tax reform proposal is directly related to how they 

would fair under such a reform. 

Overall, the results on the issue of flat tax reform would seem to indicate that the self-

interested voter hypothesis has some evidence of existing among less-educated 

Americans, whereas more highly educated Americans appear to have their positions on 

flat tax reform formulated by a less financially motivated set of principles. 

IV. Does the American Public Support Progressivity in Specific Tax Proposals? 

 

While the previous three sections assessed the views of Americans on specific tax reform 

proposals, in this section, I analyze their beliefs in two other specific areas: (1) preference 

order of specific federal taxes, and (2) a hypothetical tax increase on those earning more 

than $250,000. 

Tables 45 and 46 present results for two questions that asked respondents what tax they 

considered the ―least fair.‖ (Unfortunately, these two questions were taken from the 

Harris Interactive-Tax Foundation polls in 2005, 2006, and 2007, which did not ask 

respondents their political affiliation.) Interestingly, the federal estate tax was judged by 
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the overall general public as being the ―least fair‖ tax, despite the fact it was the most 

progressive. Again, this is likely due, in part, to a lack of understanding of the estate tax, 

as we saw in the first section of this essay. The estate tax was followed by the federal 

individual income tax and federal payroll taxes in the ordering of ―least fair‖ taxes. 

Unsurprisingly, Americans believed that the corporate income tax (CIT) was the ―most 

fair‖ as it received the fewest votes for ―least fair‖ tax. This is likely due to the fact that 

most respondents have little understanding that the corporate income tax is a tax borne by 

actual people: owners of capital, workers, and consumers. The CIT is what Bastiat (1850) 

would call ―unseen.‖ 

 The crosstabs and regression results in tables 45c and 46c model the probability that a 

given person would NOT choose the federal estate tax as the ―least fair tax.‖ Tables 47 

and 48 go more in-depth and actually calculate a ―progressivity support score‖ for each 

respondent based upon the formula cited in the table. The OLS regression results show 

what factors predict that a person would be more likely to rank their perceived fairness of 

various federal taxes in a way that is consistent with the relative progressivity of the four 

tax options. Because table 48c contains results from a 2009 Harris Interactive-Tax 

Foundation survey and thereby includes party affiliation variables, I focus on its results, 

which are rather surprising. The results show Democrats actually favoring less 

progressive tax policies than Republicans with the difference being rather large. Older 

Americans and those less educated were also more likely to favor more progressive taxes 

as sources of federal revenue. Obviously, there appear to be two other issues at play here: 

(1) Many Americans don‘t exactly know the relative progressivity of various taxes, and 
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(2) Americans may judge their relative desire for a given tax along more dimensions than 

just progressivity and these other dimensions may not be random across income groups. 

This issue of why certain groups of Americans favor one tax source over another is a 

worthwhile topic for further research. 

The most direct test of the self-interested voter hypothesis and one of its possible 

ramifications, a tyranny of the majority, would be to gauge public opinion on a specific 

tax proposal that would clearly make one majority party better off at the expense of 

another minority party. Obviously the most direct test would be to analyze microdata in a 

direct election that posed such a question, but such data does not currently exist. So I am 

left to rely on public opinion polls and a question asked in a 2008 survey conducted by 

CBS and the New York Times: ―Some members of Congress have proposed increasing 

federal income taxes for households making more than $250,000 a year. Under this plan, 

Congress would use the money raised by these new taxes to pay for new government 

programs and for tax cuts for households making less money. Do you think this is a good 

idea or a bad idea?‖ 

As the frequency results in table 43a indicate, 58 percent of respondents said that ―this is 

a good idea,‖ while 38 percent said it was a ―bad idea.‖ With the question asked in the 

direct manner as it was in this case, it would seem to suggest that a tyranny of the 

majority is possible. The crosstabs in table 43b, as well as the regression results in table 

43c, do show that support is least among high-income respondents, which I determined to 

be $100,000 or more in income, thereby indicating support for the self-interested voter 

hypothesis. The support may not be as strong as one would expect, however, given that 
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the crosstabs also show that there was far from unanimous support among low-and 

middle-income respondents in supporting such a redistributive policy. (As a group, their 

support was in the 60 percent range.) There was greater disparity along party lines than 

along income lines. As the crosstabs show, the ratio of support for the policy from low-

income to high-income was about 1.7 to 1, while the ratio of support from Democrats to 

Republicans was approximately 2.2 to 1. Finally, between age groups, the greater the 

respondent‘s age, the less likely he/she was to support this policy, indicating that young 

Americans were more open to redistributionist policies, ceteris paribus. 

V. What Does the American Public Believe About Vertical Equity and What 

Factors Predict Individual Beliefs? General Progressivity Questions 

While the previous four sections analyzed questions relating to specific tax reform 

policies, in this section, I seek to assess more generally how the American public views 

the question of progressivity and redistribution and how these general views stack up 

against the evidence presented in the previous four sections on specific tax policies.  

General Questions on the Distribution of the Tax Burden 

Americans have varying beliefs about who should pay how much in taxes. At their core, 

questions relating to the distribution of the tax burden can be interpreted as indirect 

questions about who benefits from government spending (benefit principle justification) 

and income redistribution (ability to pay justification). It is doubtful that Americans 

explicitly think about the distribution of the tax burden in this somewhat academic way, 

although they may have such a framework implicit when answering the question: what 

should the distribution of taxes be? Then again, there may be some other motivating 
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factor driving the beliefs of Americans on this question, such as a self-interest 

motivation, political ideology, or as I discuss below ―pride‖ in believing that one‘s own 

share of the tax burden is ―enough, or more than enough.‖ 

I now address the following five questions asked from public opinion surveys on this 

issue of the distribution of taxes, the results of which are in tables 32-35 and table 44: 

(1) Do you think people of all income groups should pay out the same proportion 

of their incomes in taxes or should people with higher incomes pay out a 

greater proportion than others? (CBS – New York Times, Nov. 2004) 

(2) I‘m going to read you a list of groups. Please tell me if you think they pay 

more than their fair share, less than their fair share, or about their fair share in 

federal taxes. (2) High-income families; (3) Middle-Income Families; (4) 

Low-Income Families (Kaiser-NPR-Harvard, Feb. 2003) 

(5) I'll read you some statements that people might make about the rich, and for 

each one, please tell me whether that describes your own personal feelings 

totally, mostly, a little, or not at all: The rich do not pay their fair share of 

taxes. (NBC – Wall Street Journal, Feb. 1998) 

The frequencies in table 32a show the general public supporting a disproportionate share 

of the tax burden be paid by high-income earners. The crosstabs in table 32b even show 

that 48 percent of those earning more than $100,000 (high-income) support such a tax 

system. So while the regression results would seem to indicate some degree of self-

interest motivation (high-income respondents are indeed less likely to agree with this 

position than low-income respondents), the evidence here is far from a full-fledged 
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endorsement of the self-interested voter hypothesis. It‘s possible that some high-income 

respondents don‘t consider themselves to be high-income and thereby one who would be 

hurt by such a policy. That being said, given that one would expect less-educated high-

income respondents to be more likely to suffer from such a ―self-delusion‖ combined 

with the fact that their opposition to a progressive rate structure was greater than those of 

college-educated high-income respondents, this excuse for the apparent failure of a strong 

self-interest motive is rather weak. It is weakened even further by the fact that the highly-

educated portion of the high-income population is likely to have a greater financial stake 

in such a policy question given that their lifetime incomes, on average, would exceed 

those with less education. (In other words, there is some degree of variation within the 

high-income group itself that one would expect given a self-interest motive.) 

Among political party identification, affiliation with Democrats tended to predict 

agreement with the view that high-income families should bear a larger share of the tax 

burden. Interestingly, males were more polarized on this question than females were, 

likely due to the fact that females were more ambivalent in their beliefs. This polarization 

phenomenon between male Democrats and male Republicans is evident elsewhere in this 

dissertation, as well. 

Evidence of Pride in Formulating Views on the Distribution of the Tax Burden 

As the evidence above suggests, many Americans do not feel that the rich currently pay 

their fair share of the tax burden. This may be the case for two reasons: (1) Americans 

systematically understate the amount of taxes already paid by the rich, and/or (2) 

Americans truly believe that the rich‘s ideal share is less than their existing share (even if 
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they do or do not know how much the rich are actually paying). There is some evidence 

in the third essay of this dissertation (table 112) suggesting that Americans tend to 

systematically underestimate the share of taxes paid by the rich and overestimate the 

share paid by middle-income Americans. As I discuss below, this is possibly due to a 

combination of two factors: (1) Each individual believes his/her share of the tax burden is 

too high (evidenced by what we saw above), and (2) Most Americans consider 

themselves to be ―middle-income.‖ 

There is further evidence of this ―pride theory‖ combined with ―class delusion‖ (not 

knowing where one stands on the income spectrum) in the results presented in tables 41 

and 42. Similar to Americans considering themselves to be ―middle-income,‖ many 

would also consider themselves to be ―ordinary working men and women,‖ even if they 

are far from ordinary. Note that even though a large swath of ―unordinary‖ men and 

women would incorrectly consider themselves to be ―ordinary‖ when asked certain 

questions, it is still the case that ―unordinary men and women‖ would have a lower 

probability of identifying themselves as ―ordinary‖ as those that were truly ―ordinary.‖ 

The specific question asked in tables 41 and 42 reads ―I'd like to know whether the 

following statement describes or does not describe the way you feel: "The present tax 

system benefits the rich and is unfair to the ordinary working man or woman." 

In both cases (1995 survey in table 41 and 1997 survey in table 42), an overwhelming 

majority (between two-thirds and three-fourths) of respondents believed that the tax 

system was unfair to the ordinary working man and woman. The logit regression results 

in tables 41c and 42c show that those most likely to believe that the unfairness exists are 
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the least educated and lower-income populations, as well as Democrats and females. 

These results would tend to support the combination theory of ―pride‖ and ―class-

delusion.‖ Highly-educated high-income respondents were far less likely to agree with 

the statement than the reference group. However, among the high-income respondents, 

the least educated high-income respondents actually had a positive (yet not statistically 

significant) coefficient, likely due to the fact that they are somewhat more likely to 

believe they are ordinary than highly-educated high-income respondents who know that 

they are not ordinary. 

Table 49 addresses the pride issue directly by applying the same question asked in tables 

33-35 pertaining to income groups to one pertaining to ―you and your family,‖ as 

follows: ―I‘m going to read you a list of groups. Please tell me if you think they pay more 

than their fair share, less than their fair share, or about their fair share in federal taxes. (1) 

You and your family.‖ As one may expect, not many Americans (less than 3 percent) 

believe that they aren‘t paying their fair share of taxes. About half of the remaining 

population believes that their current share is about right, while the other half feels that 

their current share is too high. So what factors predict that a person would believe his/her 

share of the nation‘s tax bill is too high? The regression results in table 49c show that 

those most likely to believe they are paying too much are high-income taxpayers who are 

less educated, along with middle-income high school graduates. Holding income 

constant, the results show that college-educated respondents tended to be the least likely 

to believe that their tax share was too high. Minorities are more likely to believe that their 

own tax share is too high. There was little difference between respondents affiliated with 
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Democrats versus Republicans. Finally, middle-aged Americans were significantly more 

likely than younger Americans to believe that their share of the tax bill was too high. 

Direct Questions on Government’s Role in Reducing Income Inequality 

While tax progressivity is indirectly related to the issue of income redistribution, the 

questions below from tables 39 and 40 ask the following direct questions pertaining to the 

role of government in reducing income inequality:  

(1) Do you agree or disagree with the following? It is the responsibility of 

government to reduce the differences in income between people with high 

incomes and people with low incomes. (Kaiser-NPR-Harvard, Feb. 2003) 

(2) Do you agree or disagree with the following? It is the responsibility of 

government to reduce the differences in income between people with high 

incomes and people with middle incomes. (Kaiser-NPR-Harvard, Feb. 2003) 

The regression results from this type of general question on redistribution suggest a fairly 

strong self-interest factor as high-income respondents tended to voice the strongest 

opposition to redistributing income from high-income people to low-income people. 

Beyond the self-interest factor, beliefs across political affiliation were as one would 

likely expect. Republicans tended to be more likely to oppose income redistribution than 

Democrats. Males were also more likely to oppose income redistribution than females, 

ceteris paribus. One interesting fact is that the frequency tables 39a and 40a show 

stronger support among the American public for redistributing from high-income people 

to middle-income people than for redistribution between those of high-incomes and low-

incomes. This may be further evidence for a self-interest factor on this question given the 
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fact that a wide swath of Americans considers itself to be middle class (around 80 percent 

according to the 2007 Harris Interactive-Tax Foundation survey). However, before one 

considers this a full vindication of the self-interested voter hypothesis, one should note 

that this is a fairly general question which does not consider the trade-offs that are 

involved in such redistributive policies. Under what conditions certain groups of the 

population support specific policies with a redistributive goal is a potential topic for 

further research. 

Party Identification as an Intermediary Variable for Self-Interest 

While the regression results presented thus far have shown mixed evidence for the self-

interested voter hypothesis, it is possible that the evidence understates the self-interest 

motive due to the fact that a person‘s party identification is an endogenous factor that 

depends upon one‘s financial self-interest. In other words, it could be the case that a high-

income person who opposes progressivity is a Republican for that very reason: because 

Republican policymakers are less likely to weigh heavily the issue of progressivity. To 

test for this, I present in tables 50c and 51c regression results for the same questions as 

those run in tables 30c and 43c, respectively, but without the party identification 

variables.  

The results in table 50c do not significantly change the story told in table 30c, which was 

the failure of the self-interested voter hypothesis. The coefficients in the high-income 

categories were not drastically lower in table 50c when compared to table 30c as one 

would expect if affiliation with the Republican Party (which had a significantly negative 
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coefficient in table 30c) was truly masking the self-interest factor. At the low-income 

end, there appears to be little change as well.  

Table 43c, which asked respondents about a hypothetical tax increase on those earning 

above $250,000, indicated some evidence for a self-interest motive. I ran that same 

regression excluding party identification variables in order to determine whether the 

evidence for such a self-interest motive would be greater if not for the masking of the 

self-interest factor done by the party variables. The results from table 51c, show that, 

once again, such a concern is unwarranted. The support gap between high-and low-

income respondents did not dramatically change once party identifier variables were 

eliminated.  

VI.  The Role of Party Leadership on Tax Policy Views 

While the previous four sections did assess the link between party identification and 

views on the question of tax progressivity given that such a variable was included in the 

regressions, this section seeks to explore how party leadership may affect those views. 

Rather than focus on neutral tax questions that ask whether the person supports a given 

policy (regardless of who is proposing it), I explore the degree to which providing 

information about who is proposing the given policy (e.g. President Bush) affects public 

opinion among subgroups of the population. As the results in section will demonstrate, it 

is clear that such a signal is important in formulating views on specific policy questions. 

One implication of this reality for practical tax policymaking is that the probability of 

current leadership being able to win support for a tax measure could be greatly enhanced 

given an appearance of bipartisanship in the case of a population that has a high level of 
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party independence and/or a population having significantly shifted in allegiances since 

the last election (i.e. high level of unpopularity for current regime). 

Unfortunately, the available data used to test for the party leadership signal is not perfect. 

In no instance did one specific survey ask support or opposition for a given policy both 

with and without information regarding who supports it, most likely because such 

surveys were not attempting to isolate this information effect. However, multiple surveys 

did ask the question of support for the ―Bush tax cuts,‖ albeit each with slightly different 

wordings. I thereby test for the party leadership signal by running logit regressions on 

each dataset predicting support for extending the Bush tax cuts – both with and without 

mentioning the word ―Bush.‖ I then compare the coefficients and significance of party 

identification between the surveys taken at similar periods and with similar wording. I do 

this for two different time periods (first half of 2005 and first half of 2007), with the 2007 

questions as follows: 

(1) WITH ―BUSH‖: As you may know, the federal income tax cuts passed into 

law since George W. Bush became president are set to expire within the next 

several years. Would you favor or oppose making those tax cuts permanent? 

(CNN, May 2007, results in Table 52) 

(2) WITHOUT ―BUSH‖: Many of the tax cuts passed in 2001 were temporary 

and are set to expire in a few years. Should those tax cuts be made permanent 

or should they be allowed to expire? (CBS – New York Times, March 2007, 

results in Table 53) 
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(3) WITHOUT ―BUSH‖: Many of the tax cuts passed in 2001 were temporary 

and are set to expire in a few years. Should those tax cuts be made permanent 

or should they be allowed to expire? (CBS – New York Times, January 2007, 

results in Table 54) 

I also run regressions for two similar questions (one with and one without mentioning 

―Bush‖) from the first half of 2005 (results presented in table 55-56): 

(1) WITH ―BUSH‖: On another subject, do you think the tax cuts approved in 

Bush‘s first term (should be made permanent), or (should be allowed to expire 

in order to reduce the deficit)? (ABC News – Washington Post, March 2005, 

results in Table 55) 

(2) WITHOUT ―BUSH‖: Many of the tax cuts passed in 2001 were temporary 

and are set to expire this year. Should those tax cuts be made permanent or 

should they be allowed to expire? (CBS – New York Times, January 2005, 

results in Table 56) 

Comparing the results from these two types of questions (with and without ―Bush‖) asked 

in 2007 and 2005, one can see that the mentioning of President Bush‘s name plays a role. 

For instance, when Bush is not referenced in questions pertaining to support for the tax 

cuts, the coefficients for the two variables male_democrat and female_democrat are not 

significantly different from the reference group female_independent. When Bush is 

referenced, however, the two Democrat coefficients are significantly less than the 

reference group female_independent. For independents, support was slightly greater in 

2007 than 2005, and this is consistent with the fact that Pres. Bush‘s approval rating was 
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higher in the winter/spring of 2005 (following his reelection) than in the same time period 

two years later. Overall, the gap between Republicans and Democrats in supporting the 

2001 and 2003 tax cuts is significantly larger when the word ―Bush‖ is included 

compared to when it is excluded. 

These results seem to indicate that not only are many uninformed about tax policy 

(because people should know that the 2001 and 2003 tax cuts are also known as the 

―Bush tax cuts‖), but that knowing the position of party leaders on issues of tax policy 

changes the views of the less-informed members of the party towards taxes. In other 

words, the evidence here supports the hypothesis that party identification is largely a 

means of economizing on information (i.e. lower information acquisition costs). 

VII.  Conclusion 

This essay showed that the role of self-interest in formulating normative views on tax 

policy is statistically significant in some cases and nonexistent in others. It is most 

noticeably present on general questions of progressivity and redistribution. However, on 

most questions relating to specific tax reform policies, the role of self-interest in 

formulating views is rather limited although strongest among those least-educated. In 

many cases, party identification (Democrat), as well as gender (female) were much 

stronger predictors of views (support) on the normative question of tax progressivity. 

This essay also showed that support for progressivity on specific policy questions can be 

affected by a lack of knowledge of the effects on progressivity from those specific 

policies. The impact of this lack of knowledge is greatest among those who are least 

educated, and females are more likely than males to change their views once provided 
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with additional information. As the next two chapters show, these same factors predicting 

individual deviations on normative views towards progressivity as a result of a lack of 

knowledge  are generally the same factors that predict disagreement with economists on 

tax policy questions (essay #2) and the same factors that predict a lack of knowledge on 

positive questions of tax policy (essay #3). Finally, this essay showed that the positions of 

party leaders can effectively serve as a signal to party members as to what their positions 

―should be‖ on various tax policy issues. 
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CHAPTER 3 

 

The second essay of this dissertation is an application of the work of Caplan (2007) that 

exposed the differences between how economists view economic policies compared to 

the general public. Specifically, this paper applies to issues of tax policy Caplan‘s general 

question of how the positions of a broad consensus of economists differ from those of the 

general public. While optimal tax theory broadly defined could justify a broad range of 

policies given that it encompasses both normative and positive questions, economists 

specializing in tax policy are in basic agreement on what is good and bad tax policy once 

questions of vertical equity and the necessary amount of government spending have been 

resolved. For example, tax experts on both the left and right praised the recommendations 

of the 2005 presidential panel that examined federal tax reform as moving in the right 

direction even though no tax reform is ever perfect. (The report‘s recommended policies 

would have held revenue constant and the degree of vertical equity constant.) However, 

the general public once informed of much of the specifics recommended in the panel‘s 

report, such as limiting the mortgage interest deduction and eliminating the state and 

local tax deduction, voiced its opposition with the support of many special interests. As 

this essay shows, such is the theme of the public‘s view on tax reform and where they 

differ from economists: the general public gives lip service to simplifying what it 

considers a complex tax code and removing distortions in the code, but when faced with 
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tradeoffs, support dissipates. And no issue is at the heart of core public finance principles 

like that of tax reform. Overall, while the previous essay focused on the question of 

vertical equity, much of this paper is more focused on horizontal equity, which 

economists overwhelmingly support (for efficiency reasons) unless they are shown the 

existence of a market failure. And finally, on the subject of market failures, the second 

half of this paper focuses on the timely issue of energy and environmental taxation with a 

particular focus on comparing economists‘ views to the general public on how best to 

internalize externalities from greenhouse gas emissions. 

In each of the two sections, I first defend the assumed economists‘ consensus answer. 

Then I identify via descriptive statistics on what major tax issues the general public‘s 

beliefs (as a whole) diverge from that of mainstream public finance economists. Next, I 

go in-depth into each question by discussing logit regression results that seek to 

determine what factors best predict that a given respondent would think like a public 

finance economist. Finally, like in the previous essay, at various points I also indirectly 

assess the role of a lack of knowledge in formulating personal beliefs by showing how 

positions change once the same question is asked yet with additional information 

provided by the questioner. Section III concludes. 

I. Where Do Economists and the General Public Diverge on Tax Policy: The 

Issue of Broad Tax Bases vs. Narrow Tax Bases 

In this section, I compare the views of the general public and economists on both general 

and specific questions pertaining to the issue of broad versus narrow tax bases. Surveys 

in recent years have asked both general questions on tax reform and those relating to 
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specific tax preferences. This section looks at what the public believes on these issues 

and what factors best predict beliefs that are in agreement with economists. In doing so, I 

also analyze the inconsistency of the public in favoring general tax reform but opposing 

fundamental tax reform when given the specifics of what it would require. 

General Questions About Tax Cuts: Across-the-Board or Targeted? 

I first explore the beliefs of the American public on questions pertaining to whether tax 

policy generally should be used as a tool for social engineering or reallocating scarce 

resources, and if so, in what ways? Obviously, every tax has some distortion. Even a flat 

tax on all market consumption has distortions built into it because utility is derived even 

from non-market consumption such as domestic services or leisure. A hypothetical 

worldwide tax on utility is the only way to guarantee that a tax would be 

nondistortionary. That being said, there have been blatant attempts by government to 

manipulate the allocation of resources using tax policy even within market consumption 

itself (i.e. besides the implicit ―manipulation‖ that takes place by not taxing non-market 

activity). Consumption of hybrid cars, housing, education, health care, etc. have long 

received favorable tax treatment relative to other consumptive or investment decisions. 

Public finance economists have historically been skeptical of such policies given the fact 

that the evidence of a positive externality is often negligible, and even if one existed, the 

method of using the federal income tax is most likely not the most efficient way of 

internalizing the given externality. (Such is the reason that former Assistant Treasury 

Secretary Stanley Surrey developed the ―tax expenditure‖ concept.) Therefore, in most 

circumstances, holding distributional questions aside, public finance economists prefer 
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that tax cuts come in the form of marginal rate cuts as opposed to targeted ―spending‖ 

items administered via special tax exclusions, deductions, or credits.  

Public Support for General Tax Reform 

In a March 1997 poll done by Time and CNN, respondents were asked a question on this 

general topic: ―If you had to choose, would you rather see the current federal income tax 

system replaced by a completely new tax system, would you rather see major reforms 

made to the current system without completely replacing it, or would you rather see 

minor reforms made to the current system?‖ Similarly, in a 2003 Kaiser-NPR-Harvard 

study focusing exclusively on tax questions asked of respondents: ―Which of the 

following statements comes closest to expressing your overall view of the federal tax 

system in this country? (1) On the whole, the federal tax system works pretty well and 

Congress should make only minor changes to make it work better. (2) There is so much 

wrong with the federal tax system that Congress should completely change it.‖ 

In both surveys, a majority of the general public supports major overhauls to the tax 

system. In the 1997 Time-CNN survey, over 62 percent of respondents supported ―major 

changes‖ or to ―replace completely the current system.‖ In the 2003 Kaiser-NPR-Harvard 

survey question, fewer options were available to respondents, but 52 percent said that 

―Congress should completely change it‖ whereas only 44 percent prescribed ―minor 

changes.‖ The crosstabs and regression results in tables 58 and 59 indicate the greatest 

variation among the population on these two questions occurring among age groups, 

where middle-aged respondents were most likely to support major reforms. There was 

some evidence suggesting that college-educated respondents were more likely to favor 
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major reform than less-educated respondents, ceteris paribus, but it was not strong in both 

questions. Along party lines, the results were mixed from the two questions in terms of 

who favors a greater degree of tax reform. 

Specific Questions About Tax Cuts: Across-the-Board or Targeted? 

While the previous section verified the public‘s lip service for reforming the tax system, 

this section delves into how the public responds when provided with additional 

information about tradeoffs such as specific tax provisions that are on the table, 

provisions that almost any public finance economist would consider part of fundamental 

tax reform. As I show below, there is significantly less support for such reforms that 

broaden the tax base by eliminating specific popular (and costly) tax deductions. This is 

largely due to the fact that there is a lack of knowledge among many in the general public 

as to what tax breaks must be given up in order to pursue meaningful tax reform. When 

the public is informed that limiting these items, such as the mortgage interest deduction, 

state and local tax deduction, charitable deduction, etc., is part of any fundamental tax 

reform package, their popularity among the public (as a whole) drives down public 

support for reform. On the other hand, support for these policies and thereby 

disagreement with economists (who tend to oppose these policies) does differ based upon 

certain demographic and economic indicators even though the general public (as a whole) 

tends to support such special tax provisions. I now discuss various survey questions 

pertaining to these provisions, along with their respective descriptive statistics and logit 

regression results. 
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First, I test this claim of an inconsistency among the general public on tax reform by 

comparing respondents‘ positions on the general tax reform question analyzed above 

from the 2003 Kaiser-NPR-Harvard survey to their responses on the following question 

from that same survey: ―As you may know, the current income tax law allows people to 

take deductions for things like financing a home, giving to charities, and buying health 

insurance. Some people approve of using the tax system to encourage these kinds of 

things. Others believe the tax system should be used only to raise money. What about 

you? Do you think the tax system should be used to encourage these kinds of things, or 

not?‖ To test for inconsistency, I specifically run a logit regression predicting what 

factors would best predict that a respondent supported tax reform in the general question 

but also believed that the tax system should be used to encourage ―these kinds of things‖ 

in the latter (specific) question. 

As the frequency results indicate, approximately two-thirds of those favoring major tax 

reforms also believed that the tax system should be used to specifically distort decision 

making in favor of home ownership, charitable giving and/or health insurance, indicating 

a fairly substantial opposition to the position of economists. When combined with the fact 

that a sizeable fraction did not believe that major changes or an overhaul were necessary 

in the first place, it is no wonder that anytime a major tax preference is threatened even 

tangentially by some policy proposal, special interests appeal to the public‘s inherent bias 

in favor of such tax preferences, even if their preservation come at the expense of lower 

marginal tax rates and thereby economic efficiency. 
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Because the sample size was somewhat small (636) in the table 60 regression as a result 

of my restricting the universe, few variables were significantly different from the dummy 

variable‘s reference groups (i.e. those whose dummy variable equals zero for each 

category). However, from the information available in the regression results combined 

with the information in the crosstabs, it appears that college graduates were actually more 

likely to be inconsistent on this question than lesser-educated respondents, which is at 

odds with results elsewhere in this dissertation. It was the case, however, that males and 

older Americans were less likely to be inconsistent than females and younger 

respondents, and these results were statistically significant. These latter conclusions are 

consistent with the results from most other questions analyzed in this section. 

A similar question to that above on the issue of the proper role of the tax system was 

asked in a December 1996 survey conducted by NBC and the Wall Street Journal: ―If 

Congress and the President cut taxes next year, which of these do you think is the better 

approach -- an across-the-board cut in income tax rates for all taxpayers, OR targeted tax 

cuts for specific types of people, such as increasing the tax credit for families with young 

children or those paying for college tuition?‖ The frequencies presented in table 59a 

show a country in 1996 that was evenly split on this question. The regression results in 

table 59c predicting who was most likely to support the ―across-the-board tax cut‖ 

response were somewhat similar to the regression results analyzed in the previous 

question. Support for this response was actually negatively correlated with educational 

attainment, i.e. high-income respondents were less likely to favor an across-the-board cut, 

which most public finance economists would tend to favor. Holding education constant, 
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income appeared to have no effect on public opinion, indicating that self-interest was not 

a factor given that across-the-board cuts would tend to be more skewed towards high-

income individuals than would most targeted cuts that are not tied to income. 

Republicans (male Republicans more than female Republicans) were most likely to favor 

an across-the-board cut. Among age groups, older Americans were most likely to favor 

an across-the-board cut as opposed to targeted tax cuts. 

Are Flat Tax Supporters Willing to Give up Tax Preferences? 

As the previous essay showed, the flat tax is a frequent topic in surveys asking tax 

questions. Because most revenue-neutral flat tax reforms not only involve converting to a 

flat rate structure but also broadening the tax base in order to push the rate lower, many 

surveys asking the normative flat tax question had a follow-up question to those who 

initially favored the flat tax. The follow-up question would ask the respondent whether 

he/she would still support switching to a flat tax if it meant giving up some special tax 

preferences. Some of these questions mentioned that multiple deductions would be given 

up, while some isolated the popular mortgage interest deduction. For example, the 

aforementioned Kaiser-NPR-Harvard survey from 2003 asked the following follow-up 

question to those already indicating support for a flat tax reform: ―Would you still favor a 

flat-rate tax if it meant taxpayers could not deduct certain things from their income, 

including their mortgage interest payments and gifts to charity?‖ A February 2004 survey 

conducted by CBS News and the New York Times asked a similar, but narrower question 

(no mention of charitable deduction) to those indicating initial support for a flat tax: 

―What if the flat tax eliminated the home mortgage deduction, then would you favor or 
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oppose replacing the current income tax system with one flat tax rate, or don't you know 

enough about it yet to say?‖ A Time-CNN survey in 1996 asked respondents their views 

on the flat tax, followed up by the following two-part question for those indicating initial 

support of the flat tax: ―Now suppose each of the following were the only additional 

provisions added to the flat tax proposal I just described. Do you favor or oppose a flat 

tax system in which all but low-income Americans pay the same percentage of their 

income in taxes if the new flat tax system: (a) eliminated all tax deductions for home 

mortgages; (b) eliminated all tax deductions for state and local taxes, including property 

tax.‖ Finally, a CNN-USA Today survey in 1997 provided a similar question to 

respondents: ―A tax system in which all Americans pay the same percentage of their 

income in taxes is often referred to as a flat tax. In order to have a flat tax system, would 

you favor or oppose eliminating each of the following deductions from the tax code: [The 

deduction on interest for home mortgages]?‖ 

The results for these questions are presented in the frequencies, crosstabs and regressions 

in tables 61-66. The results from these tables are mixed regarding the overall response 

among flat tax supporters when given the ―ultimatum‖ of having to eliminate specific tax 

preferences. In the two questions from the Kaiser-Harvard-NPR survey, over two-thirds 

of flat tax supporters said they would maintain support for the flat tax reform even if it 

meant removing specific deductions. That being said, because the flat tax question was 

only asked of half the survey originally and only about half supported the flat tax when 

initially asked, the sample size of these questions are rather small (244 and 241). A 

similar issue of an extremely small sample size (232) was also present in the question 
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from the CBS-New York Times 2004 survey. Like the results from the Kaiser-Harvard-

NPR survey, those actually asked the question, however, did lean towards the 

economists‘ position of not switching positions once informed of the takeaway of specific 

tax preferences. The questions from the three CNN surveys (tables 64-66), however, 

showed different results, albeit with larger sample sizes and different wordings. Tables 

64a and 64a show a large fraction of flat tax supporters switching allegiances on the flat 

tax when the mortgage interest deduction is put on the table, while a somewhat smaller 

fraction switches allegiances when the state and local tax deduction (table 65a) is on the 

table. 

The regression results for these questions were to some extent influenced by the small 

sample sizes that they were associated with. However, taken together, I am able to draw 

some general conclusions about what factors would best predict a flat tax supporter 

would remain a supporter despite having to give up popular tax deductions: 

(1) High-income individuals are more likely to be consistent in their support for a 

flat tax despite the loss of specific tax preferences 

(2) Holding income constant, higher-educated individuals are more likely to 

change their position on the flat tax (from support to opposition) when 

supplemented with the hypothetical loss of specific tax preferences 

(3) There is limited evidence suggesting that males are more likely to remain 

supporters of the flat tax than females when supplemented with more 

information about the flat tax. 

Health Care and Tax Policy 
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While the specific tax preferences described above have been subjects of public opinion 

polls for a rather long period of time, the largest tax preference in the federal tax code (as 

judged by the estimated size of each ―tax expenditure‖) is actually the exclusion of 

employer-provided health insurance from the income base that is subject to taxation, and 

is a topic that has been addressed infrequently in past public opinion surveys. That is until 

it became a centerpiece in the health care reform battle. Throughout the 2008 presidential 

campaign and throughout Obama‘s first-year push for health care reform, this issue 

became front-and-center in the health care debate as Senator John McCain pushed for a 

health care plan that included such a reform, among other things, and the health care refor 

bill that passed the U.S. Senate included an excise tax on high-valued health insurance 

plans. 

Public finance economists overwhelmingly support removing the exclusion of employer-

provided health insurance in the individual income tax (and the payroll tax base). That is 

because not only could revenue be raised more efficiently if the exclusion was eliminated 

and marginal tax rates lowered (or allowed to remain lower relative to some other 

revenue hike proposal), but the exclusion is also seen as one of the leading causes of 

rising health care costs given that it encourages higher consumption of health insurance 

relative to all other types of consumption. As Paul Feldstein‘s Health Care Economics 

textbook summarizes: ―Economists have often proposed that employer contributions 

toward their employees‘ insurance become completely taxable or, to make it more 

politically acceptable, that a ―cap‖ or dollar limit be established, above which employer 

contributions become taxable…Equity would be improved; those with the highest 
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incomes would receive less of a tax subsidy for the purchase of health insurance. 

Importantly, a cap would make employees more price sensitive to alternative health 

plans; they would either join managed care plans or they would purchase less health 

insurance, namely, policies with larger deductibles.‖ This tax expenditure is estimated to 

cost the federal government around $240 billion in fiscal year 2009 (OMB, 2010) in 

foregone payroll and income tax revenues. While candidate Obama attacked rather 

successfully his opponent for wanting to tax health insurance benefits, a tactic that was 

likely backed by internal polling, President Obama has changed his tune somewhat on the 

topic and has now endorsed taxing health insurance benefits as a way to finance health 

care reform and to ―bend the cost curve.‖ President Obama‘s conversion on the topic is 

likely a combination of two factors: (1) the fact that his position during the 2008 

campaign was likely formulated out of political expediency and (2) administration 

advisors who have written an extensive literature advocating such a policy like Jonathan 

Gruber and Peter Orszag (see Gruber, 2010; Burman and Gruber, 2005; Gruber, 2004; 

Gruber, 2009; and Batchelder, Goldberg and Orszag, 2006) now telling him that such a 

tax policy is in line with sound economic principles. 

Because this issue is more recent in terms of its political timeliness, public opinion data 

on the issue is relatively new. The Kaiser Family Foundation conducts a monthly poll on 

health care, but only recently have questions pertaining to the intersection of health care 

policy and tax policy become available. In spring 2009, the survey began asking 

questions relating to the public‘s willingness to pay higher taxes for health care reform, 

including general questions about support for health care reform as well as a specific tax 
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hike to pay for health care reform in the form of partially taxing employer-provided 

health benefits.  

Table 67 presents frequency, crosstab and regression results from the following rather 

long question asked of all respondents in the Kaiser April 2009 survey: ―Right now, 

workers do not pay taxes on the money that their employer puts into their health 

insurance benefits. Some policymakers are proposing that workers with the most 

generous health care benefits SHOULD pay taxes on a share of the money the employer 

puts into that health insurance, with those taxes helping to pay for health care reform 

including covering more of the uninsured. Do you favor or oppose changing the law so 

that workers with the most generous health care benefits would pay taxes on the money 

their employer puts toward their coverage?‖ The frequency results indicate that about 41 

percent of those asked the question provided a response of either ―strongly favor‖ or 

―somewhat favor,‖ while 52 percent responded either ―strongly opposed‖ or ―somewhat 

opposed.‖  

When the universe is restricted only to those initially finding favor with health care 

reform generally (the results of which are in table 68), there is slightly greater support for 

taxing health benefits. The fraction of respondents supporting such a policy jumps to 

about 50 percent. This was done to isolate as best as possible the potential anti-tax/anti-

health care reform beliefs of certain respondents that would lead him/her to oppose any 

tax increase to finance to health care reform.  

The regression results in table 68c predicting support for taxing health benefits among 

supporters of health reform generally aren‘t dramatically different than the results in table 
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67c predicting support for taxing health benefits among all respondents (both those 

supporting and opposing the taxation of health benefits). However, there is a fairly 

significant jump in the coefficients for high-income college graduates, who go from 

being the group most opposed when all respondents were included to an income-

education group with one of the highest coefficients (although not statistically 

significant) when the universe is restricted to just supporters of health reform. This seems 

to indicate that much of the opposition initially from this group doesn‘t lie in a 

disagreement with economists on optimal tax theory but rather is due to strong opposition 

to health reform in general and thereby raising any taxes to finance it. 

In addition to the question on taxing health insurance benefits, Kaiser followed up with 

various respondents to that question with follow-up ―tests,‖ seeking to determine how 

lenient their initially stated position was on taxing health insurance benefits. First, Kaiser 

went after those opposing taxing health insurance benefits with two follow-up questions:  

(1) ―What if you heard that the current policy [is unfair because, right now, those 

Americans who buy their own health insurance instead of getting it through an 

employer don‘t get a tax break]. Would you still oppose changing the tax 

treatment of the health insurance benefits people get at work, or would you 

now favor it?‖ 

(2) ―What if you heard that the current policy [is unfair because higher-wage 

workers get a bigger tax break than lower-wage workers]. Would you still 

oppose changing the tax treatment of the health insurance benefits people get 

at work, or would you now favor it?‖ 
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When informed of the horizontal inequity of the current tax subsidy for health insurance 

(question #1 above and table 69a), approximately 29 percent of respondents changed 

their mind and instead took the position of favoring a reform of the tax treatment of 

health insurance. On the other hand, when informed of the vertical inequity of the current 

tax subsidy (as in question #2 above and table 70a), only 22 percent of respondents 

changed their mind. The regression results in tables 69c and 70c show what factors best 

predict that a given opponent of taxing health insurance initially would support it once 

informed of possible unfairness in terms of horizontal equity and vertical equity.  

When informed of the horizontal inequity, male Democrats were most likely to change 

their position on the question, along with both female Republicans and female 

Democrats. Male Republicans were least likely to change their position. Younger 

respondents were more likely to change their position when informed of the horizontal 

inequity of the existing policy, while more educated respondents tended to be slightly less 

likely to change their position when informed of the existing horizontal inequity. 

Due to the progressive rate structure in the federal income tax, exclusions like the 

employer-provided health insurance exclusion are more valuable in dollar terms for 

higher-income taxpayers. This raises a vertical equity question with regards to certain 

subsidies. From a benevolent government perspective, no subsidy would be provided via 

an itemized deduction given that the public good is virtually never a function of one‘s 

income. Deductions should only be used for deducting the costs of earning income. 

However, the tax code is far from a benevolent design and is instead largely driven by 

artifacts of initial policy combined with what Friedman would call a tyranny of the status 
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quo. When informed of the vertical inequity of the existing policy, less than one-quarter 

of those opposing the taxation of employer-provided health insurance change their 

position. Those least likely to change their position among income groups were indeed 

high-income earners. One may interpret this as being rooted in a self-interest motive, 

although as we‘ve seen elsewhere in this dissertation, it‘s also the case that high-income 

earners would be the least likely to change their position when confronted with initial 

information largely because they knew the initial information all along. Among party-

gender groups, male Democrats were the most likely to change their position when 

informed of the vertical inequity. 

Kaiser also followed up with those initially indicating support for taxing health insurance 

benefits, asking the following two supplemental questions: 

(1) ―What if you heard that changing the tax treatment of workers‘ health benefits 

would [mean fewer employers would offer health insurance]? Would you still 

favor changing it, or would you now oppose it?‖ 

(2) ―What if you heard that changing the tax treatment of workers‘ health benefits 

would [lead to less generous health insurance coverage for some workers]? 

Would you still favor changing it, or would you now oppose it?‖ 

As one can see from the frequency results in tables 71a and 72a, a majority of those 

initially indicating support for taxing health insurance benefits change their minds when 

informed of two ramifications of it, including the obvious effect of less generous health 

insurance coverage (i.e. the law of demand). The regressions in tables 71c and 72c 

indicate that high-income college graduates were least likely to change their minds (and 
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thereby think like economists), while minorities and lesser-educated respondents tended 

to be more likely to change their minds when provided with information that they should 

theoretically already know. The regression results were not especially strong across 

party-gender groups; and across age groups, the only indication is that seniors (65+) were 

the most likely to change their minds and oppose taxing health insurance after being 

provided with more information as to its effects. 

Overall, the general theme on the issue of taxing employer-provided health insurance is 

strong opposition relative to the degree of support economists give to this revenue-raising 

option. Even a large fraction of respondents that tend to be open to health care reform 

(and presumably higher taxes to finance it) oppose taxing employer-provided health 

insurance benefits, thereby indicating that this is not just an anti-tax sentiment driving the 

opposition, but a systematic disagreement with public finance economists. The factors 

best predicting agreement with economists on this issue were in some cases similar to 

those factors predicting agreement on specific tax reform issues but in other instances not 

so similar. Unlike the other results, younger respondents tended to be more likely to favor 

horizontal equity and the taxation of health benefits. It was the case, however, that males 

were more likely to agree with economists, which is similar to the conclusions drawn in 

other areas of this essay. Also, there was some supporting evidence suggesting that 

college graduates were more likely to think like economists on this question of the tax 

treatment of health insurance—that is after accounting for their initial opposition to 

health reform when asked in questions premised with the fact that the funds raised from 
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such a tax increase were to be used to finance health reform as opposed to reductions in 

marginal tax rates. 

Finally, given the evidence from the last four questions showing that public opinion tends 

to move in the direction of opposing the taxation of employer-provided health insurance 

(and thereby disagreement with economists) when provided with key simple arguments 

from both sides of the debate, it‘s possible to conclude that the lack of certain pieces of 

knowledge on this issue among the general public could be in fact improving social 

welfare. Obviously, if the general public had perfect knowledge and had a social welfare 

framework in formulating their views, their beliefs would be more aligned with 

economists. However, given that the public tends to have views on this issue (and others) 

less driven by principles of tax neutrality and economic efficiency and instead driven by 

other pieces of information, less knowledge of certain simplistic arguments for 

formulating opinions on issues such as health care tax policy could actually lead to better 

policies than if they were aware of such information. 

Taxation of Capital Income 

In the academic community much of the debate over tax reform often centers on the 

question of a consumption tax versus an income tax. This debate even goes back to the 

origins of the income tax when Irving Fisher disputed the Haig-Simons definition of 

income that eventually became the legal norm (Hall, 1997). The question centers on how 

the return to saving should be treated by the tax code. Technically, both an income tax 

and a consumption tax would tax the infra-marginal returns of investors, as well as the 

risk return component, which on average should be zero (Hubbard, 1997). But the two 
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differ with regards to the taxation of the time value of money portion of the return to 

saving. A consumption tax would eliminate the distortion between the price of present 

consumption and the price of future consumption that is present under an income tax. 

Some economists have claimed this risk-free time value of money return is somewhat 

small and thereby the distinction between an income tax and a consumption tax is much 

to do about nothing (Toder and Reuben, 2007). However, it should be noted that few 

public finance economists would call for taxing income derived from investments at a 

higher rate than wage and salary income, ceteris paribus. (Some may prefer high 

investment taxes as a way to tax income that is disproportionately earned by high-income 

taxpayers, but that is just rooted in a call for a progressive rate structure, not differential 

tax treatment of the two sources of income.) Therefore, I assume that virtually all 

economists would answer either ―Same‖ or ―Less‖ to the following question asked in a 

March 2005 New York Times-CBS poll: ―Currently, income from investments and 

interest is generally taxed less than income from wages and salaries. Do you think 

income from investments should be taxed more than income from salaries, less than 

income from salaries, or should income from investments be taxed about the same as 

income from salaries?‖ (Technically the question‘s premise could be considered incorrect 

in some cases if one acknowledges that the corporate income tax is a tax on investment, 

thereby leading to the famous double taxation problem.) 

The results from the frequencies in table 73a indicate a public that would tilt to the 

economists‘ position of either taxing investment income less or the same. Over half of 

respondents believed it should be taxed the same, while 28 percent believed less. Only 12 
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percent disagreed with economists in believing that it should be taxed more. Some 

subgroups of the population were more likely to agree with economists, as table 73c 

shows. These include Republicans and high-income respondents. There was little 

evidence that educational attainment played a role in predicting agreement with 

economists. In fact, the evidence available would seem to hint that more educated 

individuals were less likely to agree with economists when holding income constant, 

although the results were not very striking. 

Summary of Economists vs. General Public on Questions of Tax Reform 

Overall, the results of this section imply that education was not a consistent factor in 

predicting agreement with public finance economists on questions of fundamental tax 

reform. Along the party affiliation dimension, even when accounting for an existing anti-

tax partiality among Republicans, the results generally show that agreement with 

economists on such questions is greatest among Republicans when compared between 

political party affiliations. (Note that Republican may merely be a proxy for conservative 

ideology and similarly with Democrats for liberal ideology, but I use party due to its 

greater presence in most public opinion surveys.) Among demographic groups, males and 

middle-aged individuals were most likely to agree with economists on most questions of 

fundamental tax reform, although there were exceptions to this as well. 

II. Where Do Economists and the General Public Diverge on Tax Policy: The 

Issue of Energy and Environmental Tax Policy 

Even after Coase (1960) revolutionized the way the economics community views the 

issue of externalities, there has long been widespread support in the economics profession 
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for Pigouvian taxation as it relates to the environment, where individual property rights 

allocation is impractical. Economists not only support taxes on pollution as being 

superior to government command-and-control environmental policies like CAFÉ 

standards (Fuller and Geide-Stevenson, 2003), but economists tend to support Pigouvian 

environmental taxation as a stand-alone option given that optimal tax theory would 

suggest that taxing a negative externality to raise $1 in revenue is superior to raising $1 in 

revenue by taxing a good or an input into producing a good (like labor or capital). 

With the issue of global climate change being at the forefront of U.S. environmental 

policy debates for the past decade, economists from across the political spectrum have 

endorsed tax policies designed to combat the source of global climate change: greenhouse 

gas emissions. This widespread support for such taxes among prominent economists even 

prompted Harvard economist Gregory Mankiw to form the now-famous Pigou Club. 

While one may naturally expect membership from those who lean to the political left 

given that they tend to be more predisposed to higher taxes and more environmental 

protections, members of the Pigou Club also include many prominent right-leaning 

economists such as Nobel laureate Gary Becker, Martin Feldstein, Mankiw himself, 

Richard Posner, George Shultz, and Alan Greenspan (Mankiw, 2006). Economists‘ 

ideologies tend to lead to differences on what government should do with the revenue it 

would raise from environmental taxes (i.e. marginal tax rate cuts versus transfer 

payments), and there is also some disagreement relating to whether the ideal system 

would be cap-and-trade or a carbon tax. (Economists tend to lean towards a carbon tax.) 

But the widespread support for doing something shouldn‘t come as a surprise given that it 
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is clear that optimal tax policy would call for a carbon tax, assuming the scientific 

consensus (Joint Science Academies Statement, 2005) is correct on the link between 

greenhouse gas emissions and the expected costs of global climate change. 

But while scientists are mostly in agreement that there is a link between human activity 

and global climate change and a broad range of economists (who assume the scientists 

are correct) agree that some form of Pigouvian taxation (or equivalent) would improve 

societal well-being, the general public does not agree with either party of experts. 

Therefore, there are two possible reasons for any schism between the general public (or 

subgroups of it) and economists on this issue. First, unlike most economists, the general 

public may not agree with the scientific view that global warming is taking place or that 

there is a direct link between greenhouse gas emissions caused by human activity and 

global climate change. Second, even if the public acknowledges a link between 

greenhouse gas emissions and rising global temperatures, the public may support policies 

different from those proposed by economists in addressing the problem. Because of this 

dual source opposition to the beliefs of economists on global warming, when analyzing 

the beliefs of the American public on the questions economists ask (second-order 

questions after assuming the externality exists), I present results with two universes when 

possible: (1) a universe that includes all respondents and (2) a universe that includes only 

those believing that some environmental policy is necessary in the first place. 

Preliminary Discussion: What Do Americans Believe about Global Warming?  

 Before delving into specific environmental policies, I briefly discuss the public‘s beliefs 

about the existence of climate change or global warming, the public‘s perception of the 
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scientific community‘s views on the issue, and finally, the general attitude of the 

American public as to whether government should ―do something‖ about climate change 

(not relating to specific policies). 

The frequencies, crosstabs and regression results presented in tables 78-80 address the 

public‘s views on the general question of to what extent global warming exists. In a 

January 2007 survey conducted by the Wall Street Journal and NBC News, 64 percent 

said that there is sufficient evidence for global warming to warrant action. In a June 2008 

survey done by CNN, 54 percent of respondents believe that global warming was a 

proven fact and is mostly man-made. The regression results for these two questions in 

tables 79 and 80 show the public split along my dimensions, most notably party 

identification with Republicans lacking faith in global warming and Democrats believing 

in man-made global warming. The regression results also indicate that more highly-

educated respondents are more likely to believe in global warming, while income was not 

an important factor. Finally, the regressions show younger respondents more likely to 

believe that global warming was a serious issue facing the planet. 

The questions in tables 74-76 inquired of respondents their beliefs as to their perception 

of the scientific community on global warming. The results appear to show the general 

public, as a whole, systematically overstating the degree of disagreement within the 

scientific community on global warming when most studies have shown that a large 

majority of climatologists believe both that global warming exists and is caused, at least 

in part, by human activity (Mastrandrea and Schneider, 2005; STATS, 2007; Doran and 

Kendall Zimmerman, 2009). 
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The regression results in tables 74c, 75c, and 76c show the same factors predicting 

knowledge of the scientific community‘s views as those predicting beliefs about global 

warming, likely indicating some degree of confirmation bias in respondents. These 

factors include the following: 

(1) College graduates tend to be more likely to believe that scientists mostly agree 

on global warming 

(2) The biggest schism is once again along party lines with Republicans less 

likely than Democrats to believe in the existence of a scientific consensus on 

global warming 

(3) The younger the respondent, the more likely he/she is to believe that scientists 

largely agree that global warming is a problem and/or is man-made. 

While these three questions asked respondents a largely positive question pertaining the 

existence of a scientific consensus on global warming, the question in table 77 asked 

respondents directly how much stock they put into the views of scientists on the issue of 

global warming: ―How much do you trust the things that scientists say about the 

environment - completely, a lot, a moderate amount, a little, or not at all?‖ The frequency 

results in table 77a show only about 32 percent of respondents responding ―completely‖ 

or ―a lot.‖ The mode response was ―a moderate amount,‖ while 24 percent either 

responded ―a little‖ or ―not at all.‖ The regression results in table 77c point once again to 

education and party as defining factors in predicting beliefs on global warming. On 

average, holding income constant, more highly-educated respondents were more likely to 

trust scientists. The results also show that holding education constant, higher-income 
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respondents were more likely to trust scientists on global warming. Democrats were 

significantly more likely than both independents and Republicans in trusting scientists. 

Finally, unlike the previous two types of questions on global warming (overall beliefs and 

beliefs as to what scientists believe), the regression results show younger individuals not 

being as trustworthy of scientists as middle-aged respondents, ceteris paribus. This may 

be due to a combination of two factors: (1) older respondents were more likely to 

disbelieve in global warming in the first place, and (2) older respondents were less likely 

to believe that a scientific consensus is present in the direction of global warming 

existing. 

Specific Questions of Environmental Policy 

Given the public‘s beliefs about the science of global warming, what does the public 

believe about specific policies that government could take on the issue? Tables 83-87 and 

90-97 in the three appendices present evidence of the public‘s beliefs on specific 

environmental tax policy questions, mostly related to proposed increases in the federal 

gas tax and tighter CAFÉ standards, as well as changes in positions on these two issues 

when supplemented with more information as to their likely effects. 

In general, the evidence presented in these tables give support to the claim that not only 

do economists systematically differ from the public on views towards environmental 

taxation, but that a good fraction of the general public knows very little about the 

economics of energy and the environment. And this knowledge of the economics of 

energy and the environment is not random across the population, and instead is highly 

correlated with factors such as educational attainment. So where does the public get it 
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wrong according to an economist‘s view on the issue energy and environmental tax 

policy? 

First, as table 93 shows, the public overwhelmingly prefers direct regulation as a way of 

reducing global warming as opposed to the more economically efficient gas tax. Over 87 

percent of respondents preferred ―requiring car manufacturers to produce cars that are 

more energy efficient‖ to ―an increased federal tax on gasoline.‖ This is likely rooted in 

two general misconceptions within the general public: (1) that a regulation is better than a 

tax, merely because the word ―tax‖ has such a negative connotation, and (2) imposing 

costs on businesses have no effect on ―real people.‖ One can see the latter in the public‘s 

support for taxing corporations versus individuals, even though every economist (left or 

right) will agree that people pay all taxes. One can see the former in the 2008 presidential 

campaign when both candidates supported cap-and-trade programs instead of a carbon 

tax. Even today, as the public debates cap-and-trade, policymakers supporting the current 

cap-and-trade bills in Washington will typically deny publicly that the given bills are 

taxes even though they raise revenues and have similar economic consequences as a tax. 

As a May 2009 Rasmussen poll showed, only 29 percent of the American public even 

knew that cap-and-trade is related to environmental issues, and the crosstabs (see table 

122) indicate that knowledge on this question is highly correlated with many of the same 

demographic variables that predict agreement with economists and knowledge of tax 

policy (as shown in the third essay). (Only crosstabs were available from Rasmussen, not 

microdata, meaning that logit regressions were unavailable for this question.) 
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So what factors best predict that a given respondent would agree with economists in 

favoring an increase in the gas tax as opposed to greater regulation? According to the 

results from a 2007 CBS-New York Times survey (table 93c) that analyzed what factors 

predicted a preference for a gas tax as opposed to greater regulation, college graduates 

had the highest coefficients among all the education-income groups, although none was 

statistically significant when compared to the reference group, low-income respondents 

without a high school diploma. Middle-income respondents tended to be the most loyal to 

regulation as opposed to a gas tax increase. Republicans had higher coefficients than 

Democrats, ceteris paribus, although again, neither was statistically different from the 

reference group, which in this case was female independents. Finally, middle-aged 

respondents were most likely to disagree with respondents in favoring more regulation 

over the tax. 

The analysis of table 92 is similar to that in table 93 with two differences: (1) different 

survey (April 2007 as opposed to February 2006) and (2) instead of a direct question on 

people‘s preferences of a gas tax increase versus stronger CAFÉ standards, the question 

presented in table 93 asked the universe of respondents supporting tighter CAFÉ 

standards whether or not they also favored a gas tax increase. The frequency results 

presented in table 92a show 55 percent of those that favored tighter CAFÉ standards, 

which economists would acknowledge are an implicit yet relatively inefficient tax, also 

opposing a gas tax increase. The regression results for this question in table 92c show that 

college graduates are the least likely to disagree with economists in opposing a gasoline 

tax yet favoring tighter CAFÉ standards. Holding educational attainment constant, 
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higher-income respondents were generally more likely to agree with economists as well. 

Republicans, especially male Republicans, were more likely to disagree with economists 

than Democrats or independents, likely because of predisposed anti-tax or anti-

environmental policy sentiments. Finally, older Americans were more likely to disagree 

with economists on this issue than younger Americans. 

While economists favor a gasoline tax relative to greater regulation, most economists 

would even favor a gasoline tax increase as a stand-alone option due to the fact that it is 

highly correlated with a negative externality (far from perfect, but still a welfare-

enhancement). Table 83a shows that the public overwhelmingly opposes increasing the 

federal gasoline tax as a stand-alone option by a wide 85-12 margin (CBS-New York 

Times poll from February 2006). Even more interesting, however, is that the public‘s 

position changes when they are informed that a gasoline tax would reduce consumption 

of gasoline, reduce U.S. dependence on foreign sources of energy and improve the 

environment (or combat global warming), effects that would likely seem obvious to 

economists, especially reduced consumption, i.e. the law of demand. For example, from 

that same February 2006 CBS-New York Times Poll, of those 85 percent opposing the 

gas tax originally, 55 percent indicated they would support the gas tax hike when asked 

―What if the increased tax on gasoline would cut down on energy consumption and 

reduce global warming, then would you favor or oppose an increased federal tax on 

gasoline?‖ Table 86c presents results from a logit regression that seeks to predict what 

factors would predict that a respondent would change his/her mind on the gas tax 

question when informed of reduced consumption and reduced global warming. The 
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results show male Republicans as the least likely party-gender group to change their 

minds, and older Americans (those aged 45+)  being the age groups least likely to change 

their minds. In terms of income and education, middle-income and high-income college 

graduate respondents were significantly more likely to change their minds than low-

income respondents not graduating from high school. Among the most highly educated, 

income was also positively correlated with support for a gas tax that would reduce 

consumption and reduce global warming. 

Table 87 performs a similar ―change of mind‖ analysis as the previous question, although 

the scenario in table 87 has respondents being supplemented with this piece of 

information: ―What if the increased tax on gasoline would reduce the United States' 

dependence on foreign oil, then would you favor or oppose an increased federal tax on 

gasoline?‖ After being informed of this, about half of those initially opposing the gas tax 

changed positions and indicated support for it. The regression results in table 87c 

illustrate that high-income respondents had the lowest probability of changing their 

minds once having opposed the gas tax initially. Among party-gender groups, male 

Democrats and female Republicans were most likely to support a gas tax only after being 

informed of a decrease in dependence on foreign oil. Differences across age groups were 

not striking.  

Economists have typically not given much credence to the populist justification of 

―reduced dependence on foreign oil‖ for certain energy policies (Eland, 2008). It is 

possible that such beliefs among the general public are rooted in what Caplan (2007) 

called an anti-foreign bias. For a further discussion of this, I compare the conclusions 
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drawn from the results in table 86 to the results presented in tables 88 and 89, which 

present the beliefs of the American public on two other international economic issues: (1) 

the benefits of trade with foreign nations, and (2) the tax burden of immigrants to the 

U.S. United States. 

Table 88c shows was factors best predict that a given respondent would believe that trade 

with foreign nations is ―bad‖ for the U.S. economy, while table 89 illustrates what factors 

would best predict that a given respondent believes that immigrants do not pay their fair 

share of taxes. Unlike the results on the foreign oil question, college education was 

generally a significant factor in predicting less of an anti-foreign bias on these two issues 

of trade and immigration. Along party identification lines, the results from the two 

questions were mixed. Republicans tended to be more open to trade than Democrats, 

while Republicans, especially male Republicans, were more willing to believe that 

immigrants were a burden on the U.S. taxpayer. In both cases, however, younger 

Americans were more sympathetic to openness in both trade and immigration. Overall, in 

the three questions, there is some evidence supporting Caplan‘s anti-foreign bias existing 

in tax policy. First, over half of those opposing a gas tax initially changed positions when 

informed that it would reduce U.S. imports of oil. Second, by a nearly 2-to-1 margin, 

Americans don‘t feel that ―recent immigrants‖ pay their fair share of taxes. However, the 

factors predicting an ―anti-foreign bias‖ were not totally consistent in these two cases and 

not totally consistent with those factors that Caplan concluded as being good predictors 

of an anti-foreign bias. 

Gas Tax Holiday 
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Finally, one issue relating to economists‘ views on energy taxation that recently became 

front and center was the temporary suspension of the federal gasoline tax proposed by 

Senators John McCain and Hillary Clinton during the 2008 presidential campaign. (Then-

Senator Barack Obama opposed the idea.) Economists were almost universal in their 

opposition to such a policy, while the public was split 50-50 on the question (table 97a). 

This opposition from economists even prompted (MacGillis and Mufson, 2008) then-

Senator Clinton to say ―I‘m not going to put my lot in with economists‖ and Clinton-

supporter, New Jersey Senator Robert Menendez, to say (Kurtz, 2008) in an MSNBC 

television interview ―Thank God we don‘t have economists making public policy.‖ 

A May 2008 Gallup poll asked the public to weigh in on the issue at a time when the 

Democratic Primary was winding down and gas prices were reaching record highs. As 

was the case on most of the other questions already analyzed in this chapter, factors such 

as education and income tended to predict agreement with economists. (Regression 

results in table 97c.) Once again, males were more likely to agree with economists. 

Opposition to the tax cut among Republican males (a group one would expect to 

generally support tax cuts) was roughly the same as opposition among Democratic 

females (a group one would expect to generally oppose tax cuts). Neither was statistically 

significant but both had similar coefficients (of the same positive sign) and standard 

errors. On the other hand, Republican females tended to disagree with economists in 

supporting the tax holiday (statistically significant at 10% confidence level) while 

Democratic males were strongly opposed to what most economists considered a political 

gimmick. 
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III.  Conclusion 

Assuming that the positions of economists on tax policy questions should be weighed 

more heavily than the views of the general public, this essay‘s empirical evidence hints 

that economic education on what is good and bad tax policy could significantly improve 

U.S. tax policies as judged by optimal tax theory. The general public and economists tend 

to differ significantly over the role of the tax code in controlling the allocation of 

resources. While the evidence here shows that the general public tends to support existing 

preferences imbedded in the tax code, economists tend to agree that the costs of most of 

these specific preferences analyzed in this paper are in excess of any possible positive 

externality subsidy justification. Furthermore, on the issue of negative externalities and 

environmental taxation, the public tends to disagree with economists on the emerging 

issue of Pigouvian taxation to combat climate change. The public opposes such taxes in 

general unless provided more information, but even then, the public tends to prefer the 

command-and-control policies of direct regulation as opposed to the more market based 

approach of taxes or cap-and-trade. In general on environmental taxation, the evidence 

presented in this essay shows why policymakers who support such policies would sell 

attempt to sell their position using simplistic arguments such as ―green jobs,‖ or 

―reducing dependence on foreign oil,‖ which appeal to inherent biases in the American 

public, as opposed to appealing to the economists‘ criterion of optimal tax theory.  

Finally, this essay concluded that middle-aged respondents, males, and Republicans 

tended to agree most with economists on issues of fundamental tax reform, while younger 
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Americans, males, Democrats, and more highly-educated respondents tended to be more 

likely to agree with economists on issues of environmental tax policy. 
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CHAPTER 4 

 

While normative questions of tax policy are asked quite frequently in public opinion 

surveys, the public‘s knowledge of tax policy as measured via correct responses to 

verifiable questions is rarely explored in detail. Using survey microdata, this essay seeks 

to use available data from public opinion surveys on knowledge of tax policy to test the 

claim that the American public has systematically biased beliefs on positive issues in tax 

policy, and if so, what factors best predict a given person‘s beliefs would be supported by 

the empirical evidence. The answer to whether or not this assumption holds true can have 

implications for many models that attempt to explain fiscal policy making, as discussed 

in the literature. This question of positive biases on verifiable questions is distinct from 

the question posed in the previous essay regarding the views of economists versus the 

general public. One can make a case (some would say weak) that public finance 

economists, the so-called experts on tax policy, are wrong about certain issues of tax 

policy or that widespread agreement doesn‘t really exists on the questions analyzed in the 

previous essay. However, there is no such controversy when it comes to the verifiable 

questions analyzed in this essay. Furthermore, incorrect answers to verifiable questions 

on tax policy should at the very least make one dubious of the reliability of the beliefs of 

such an individual on the more normative question of what is welfare-maximizing tax 

policy. The previous two essays briefly touched on specific issues where a lack of 
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knowledge was present and how such a lack of knowledge affected the normative views 

of the respondents; but this essay focuses solely on direct questions of knowledge on tax 

policy as if the American public was taking a multiple choice exam on tax policy. 

A systematic bias in favor of incorrect responses means that Americans (or a subgroup of 

them) are not just uninformed about tax policy, but rather have wrong beliefs, on average. 

If there was no systematic bias and Americans (or a subgroup of Americans) had no 

knowledge of tax policy, on average, then there would be an equal number providing 

each response asked by the questioner. At the other end are questions where Americans 

perform ―better than chance,‖ and have a positive ―bias‖ in the correct direction such as 

the fact that virtually 100 percent of Americans know that George Washington was the 

first president. Depending upon which model of political behavior holds, the existence of 

positive biases in the wrong direction towards tax policy can have important implications 

for fiscal policy, especially in any quasi-democratic system. Paradoxically, the existence 

of such beliefs could even improve economic policies as well, depending on the 

normative views that may be mixed with these positive biases. 

In the next three sections of this essay, I use frequencies, crosstabs, and logit regression 

analysis to determine what specific positive biases exists among the general public and 

what factors best predict that a given respondent would hold or not hold such biases on 

the issues of the U.S. payroll tax system (section I), progressivity in the U.S. tax system 

(section II), and other various tax issues (section III). Also in section III, I analyze the 

one survey from the past 15 years that asked a sufficient number of knowledge questions 

so as to calculate for each respondent a tax policy knowledge score (i.e., a grade on a tax 
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policy quiz). I then use OLS regression analysis to predict what factors would best 

predict a given respondent‘s score. Finally, the fourth section concludes. 

I. What the Public Gets Right and Wrong on Tax Policy Questions and Who 

Gets Them Right and Wrong: Issue of Federal Payroll Taxes 

The U.S. Social Security tax system is a social insurance plan whereby citizens who 

reach the age of 62 (or age 65) are sent monthly benefit checks whose respective values 

are a function of many factors, including the individual‘s marital status, age at retirement, 

wages earned throughout their earning years, years of employment, etc. These benefits 

are financed by taxes on wages imposed on all workers, although the revenues collected 

are fungible and thereby can be used to finance any federal government outlay.  

In 2005, President Bush proposed a partial privatization of Social Security that would 

have essentially granted property rights to younger workers over a portion of their payroll 

tax contribution. This plan ultimately went nowhere on Capitol Hill due in large part to 

the negative response it received from the American public. But how much should 

policymakers trust the American public‘s opinion on this specific issue? Presumably 

policymakers should place a larger value on a given citizen‘s views on this question if 

he/she actually understood how the existing system operates. It is this question of the 

American public‘s knowledge of the current Social Security and payroll tax system that I 

address in this section. 

Using survey microdata from two polls, one of which was around the time of President 

Bush‘s proposed overhaul, I expand upon this general question of the knowledge of the 

American public on Social Security in three ways. In each question, I first assess the 
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knowledge of the overall American public using simple frequency statistics. Second, I 

analyze crosstabs showing the frequencies among various subgroups of the population. 

Finally, I analyze results from binary logit regressions designed to determine what factors 

best predict knowledge on a given question. Six of the seven questions addressed in this 

section were taken from a 2005 survey conducted by Harvard, NPR and the Washington 

Post that focused on the issue of Social Security. 

Payroll Taxes 

The first question that I explore comes from the aforementioned Harvard-NPR-

Washington Post survey, and it pertains to who pays payroll taxes. Specifically, the 

survey asked respondents ―Do you happen to know who pays Social Security taxes: is it 

workers, employers, or both workers and employers?‖  

Legally, payroll taxes in the U.S. are borne 50 percent by workers and 50 percent by 

employers. Therefore, if a respondent interprets the question to mean the legal incidence, 

the correct answer would be both parties. On the other hand, the economic incidence is 

not so evenly split, and most tax researchers believe that the tax is disproportionately 

borne by workers. However, even though some government agencies like the 

Congressional Budget Office (CBO, 2009) assume for convenience that 100 percent of 

the tax is borne by workers, the true economic burden is rarely, if ever, borne exclusively 

by one party. The supply of labor may be highly inelastic, but it is not perfectly inelastic.  

On whole, as the frequencies presented in table 98 show, a significant majority of those 

asked this question provided the correct response, while less than a quarter provided an 

incorrect response. However, while the general public, as a whole, leaned to the correct 
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answer (positive ―bias‖ in the correct direction) as shown in the descriptive statistics of 

table 98, the frequency of correct responses was not random across subgroups of the 

population. The crosstabs in table 98b along with the logit regression results presented in 

table 98c indicate that those with higher incomes and those with higher educational 

attainment were more likely to answer correctly than those with low incomes and little 

education. These conclusions were highly statistically significant. Furthermore, elderly 

respondents (those aged 65 or older) were significantly more likely to answer correctly 

compared to those less than 30 years of age. 

While the majority of the American public knew that both employees and employers pay 

payroll taxes, there is also the question of what exactly triggers one to pay payroll taxes. 

In other words, does the American public have an idea of what the actual tax base is for 

payroll taxes? This exact question regarding the base of payroll taxes was not asked by 

the Harvard-NPR-Washington Post survey, but the survey did ask each respondent 

whether he/she is believed to actually be paying payroll taxes. Because the survey 

microdata also included a question pertaining to the employment status of each 

respondent, that allows for one to simulate whether or not the respondent was correct in 

his/her response. (The classification is rather simple. If the person is employed, he/she 

earns wages and thereby pays payroll taxes. If the person is not employed, he/she does 

not earn wages and thereby does not pay payroll taxes.)  

Overall, as the frequency table shows, approximately 81 percent of the American public 

answered correctly, indicating a large ―bias‖ in the correct direction. That being said, 

college graduates and high-income were more likely to answer correctly than non-college 
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graduates. Also, middle-aged respondents (aged 30-49) were more likely to answer 

correctly than the youngest and oldest respondents. Finally, the only party/gender group 

that was significantly different from female independents in their likelihood of being 

correct on this question was female Democrats (positive coefficient). 

Even though the previous analysis provided an overall positive assessment of the public‘s 

tax awareness on the binary question of whether or not they were individually paying 

payroll taxes, the next question addresses whether or not Americans realize how much 

they are actually paying in payroll taxes. The Harvard-NPR-Washington Post survey 

asked two back-to-back questions to those indicating in the previous question that they 

believe they are actually paying Social Security taxes: ―Do you happen to know what 

percentage of your income goes to Social Security taxes, including what you pay and 

what your employer pays? If yes, what percentage is that?‖ For this question, the answer 

is not the same for each respondent. It can vary across respondents due to the payroll tax 

cap and the exclusion of non-wage income from the payroll tax, and it is thereby 

impossible to determine the exact correct answer for each respondent. However, given 

that the combined employer plus employee rate has a maximum of 15.3 percent and 

because each worker‘s rate must exceed zero, I am able to calculate a range of 

―acceptability‖ for each respondent and thereby use statistical analysis to analyze what 

factors best predict a person would provide an ―acceptable‖ answer. 

Overall, the descriptive results indicate that 57 percent of respondents said they did not 

know what fraction of their income was paid in payroll taxes, while around 8 percent of 

respondents claimed to know but answered outside the ―acceptability‖ range. 



84 

 

Approximately 30 percent claimed to know what fraction of their income was paid in 

payroll taxes and answered within the ―acceptability‖ range. Assuming that those 

responding ―did not know‖ would have not held a bias in either direction, the results here 

indicate that the public as a whole does not possess a bias of largely overestimating or 

underestimating their payroll tax liabilities. 

The crosstabs indicate that college graduates were more likely to answer correctly than 

non-college graduates, but in the regressions where income is held constant, the 

differences among respondents across education categories were not statistically 

significant. Gender and party affiliation were significant factors as non-Democrats and 

males were more likely to answer correctly than Democrats and females, ceteris paribus. 

Along age lines, again, middle-aged respondents were more likely to respond correctly 

than the youngest and oldest respondents. 

One likely explanation for some individuals answering incorrectly to the previous two 

questions pertaining to the extent of payroll taxes (who pays and how much) is a lack of 

understanding of the difference between payroll taxes and income taxes. The withholding 

system imposed by the U.S. Treasury Department forces an employer to periodically 

withhold from an employee‘s paycheck a portion of the employee‘s federal individual 

income tax liability and the employee‘s tax liabilities for Social Security and Medicare 

(as well as unemployment insurance). While they are itemized on one‘s paycheck, not 

everyone understands the fact that their paychecks are being withheld for different taxes. 

In 2003, a Kaiser-NPR-Harvard survey on the issue of taxes posed the question ―When 

you think of the federal taxes that you pay, do you think the amount deducted from your 
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paycheck for Social Security and Medicare is part of the federal income tax, or isn't it 

part of the federal income tax, or don't you know enough to say?‖ Despite the fact that 

FICA withholdings (payroll taxes) are indeed different from individual income tax 

withholdings, only 43 percent of respondents knew this fact. About 30 percent incorrectly 

believed that FICA withholdings were part of the income tax, while 27 percent did not 

know. These numbers would indicate that the American public, as a whole, tilts in the 

―correct‖ direction on this question, and thereby there is no positive bias in the wrong 

direction for the public as a whole. However, there do exist some positive biases in the 

wrong direction for various subgroups of the population.  

The regression results presented in table 104c, as well as the crosstabs presented in table 

104c, delve into which factors best predict that a given respondent would know that the 

payroll tax is distinct from the income tax. Similar to the other questions pertaining to 

payroll taxes, education and income were statistically significant in predicting knowledge 

of the difference between income taxes and payroll taxes. Among other demographics, 

seniors and minorities were the least likely to know the distinction between income and 

payroll taxes. There was little difference among party-gender subgroups, although male 

Democrats were significantly less likely than female independents to respond correctly. 

The U.S. Social Security System 

Next, I move from assessing the American public‘s knowledge of payroll taxes 

specifically to the Social Security system as a whole. I first analyze the general public‘s 

knowledge of the current state of the U.S. Social Security system by examining 

performance on the following question: ―Which of these two statements do you think is 



86 

 

more accurate? Social security payroll taxes collected from workers today are used to pay 

benefits for current retirees; OR Social Security payroll taxes paid by workers today are 

put into an account to pay for their OWN Social Security benefits when they retire?‖ It‘s 

fairly common knowledge among those familiar with the federal budget that although the 

Social Security system has been currently running annual on-budget surpluses, the 

benefits for today‘s retirees are predominantly financed by taxes on today‘s workers. In 

budgetary jargon, this is what is referred to as a ―pay as you go‖ system. Therefore, the 

correct answer to this question is that ―payroll taxes collected from workers today are 

used to pay benefits for current retirees.‖ This correct response was given by a solid 73 

percent of the respondents, while less than a quarter of the general public had the 

mistaken belief that there is a pile of money sitting in Washington with that person‘s 

name on it. Again, this would indicate that the American public does not have a 

systematic bias in the wrong direction on this question. 

In terms of relative performance among the population, as the regression results in table 

101a show, educational attainment was once again a positive factor in predicting 

successful response to this knowledge question, as was income. Among party/gender 

groups, male Democrats were the least likely to answer correctly, ceteris paribus; and 

among age groups, upper middle-aged respondents (45-64) were most likely to answer 

correctly, ceteris paribus. While performance on this question was better among these 

subgroups, overall, the crosstabs in table 101b show that all subgroups of the population 

had a ―bias‖ in the positive direction (i.e. answering this question correctly). 
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The public‘s views on Social Security reform may also be shaped by the relative 

importance of Social Security benefits to elderly Americans‘ financial situation, making 

the next question that I analyze relevant: ―On average, how much of a typical current 

retiree‘s income do you think comes from Social Security: Less than one-quarter, a 

quarter to a half, a half to three-quarters, or three-quarters or more?‖ The available 

empirical evidence from the Census Bureau‘s Current Population Survey (Census 

Bureau, 2008) indicates that the percent of the typical (median) current retiree‘s income 

that comes from Social Security benefits is in the range of 25% to 50%, and a plurality of 

the respondents provided this correct response (table 102). However, a majority of 

respondents either did not know or gave an incorrect response. In addition to the results 

indicating that the overall public was largely ignorant on this question, the logit 

regression results for this question seem to indicate that this ignorance is fairly randomly 

distributed as the differences between subgroups were not nearly as great as the 

differences in other questions of tax knowledge. Overall, however, the frequencies table 

shows the public systematically overestimating the importance of Social Security income 

to seniors. While the correct range was ―a quarter to a half‖ and that was given by 35 

percent of respondents, 42 percent of the respondents gave a response thinking that the 

correct answer was in a higher range, while only 17 percent provided a response thinking 

that the correct answer was in a lower range. 

Finally, public opinion on reforming the Social Security system may be influenced by 

one‘s understanding of how the current system works, which is the topic of the next 

question: ―Which of the following do you think best describes the surplus money in the 
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Social Security trust fund? The money is kept by government as cash in the bank; The 

money is loaned to the federal government and spent on other programs; The money is 

invested in the stock market?‖  

Although the federal government accounts for the credits and debits in the Social 

Security ―trust fund,‖ any net surplus merely reduces the amount that the federal 

government must borrow given that the rest of the budget almost always runs a deficit. 

Therefore, it is the case that the federal government in a given fiscal year uses the money 

in the Social Security trust fund to finance the deficit that is run in other government 

programs.  

Judging by the results to this question presented in table 103, the general public (as a 

whole) tends to correctly view the Social Security system as not being like a traditional 

retirement system. (Over two-thirds of those asked this question answered correctly.) 

This could be due to a correct understanding or a mere pessimistic bias regarding the 

state of the federal government‘s fiscal system. The regression results for this question 

presented in table 103c show some role for educational attainment in predicting a correct 

response, while once again, the pre-Social Security age group (45-64) was the generation 

to have the best performance on knowledge of the Social Security system. Other groups 

significantly different from the reference group were minorities and female Republicans, 

each of which performed significantly worse than their respective reference groups, non-

minorities and female independents. 

Overall, as will be seen by the evidence presented in the remainder of this essay, the 

public‘s level of knowledge on the issue of payroll taxes and the Social Security system 
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is comparatively high. Because the correct responses to some of the questions asked were 

of a negative nature (e.g. that Social Security funds were used by government for other 

programs and that Social Security accounts have no ownership), this perceived high 

knowledge level may merely be the result of a pessimistic bias. However, while there was 

the rare existence of some biases among subgroups of the population on certain questions 

pertaining to payroll taxes and Social Security, the extent of these biases were not as 

large as those on other issues. And finally, there were very few incorrect systematic 

biases among the population as a whole. On the contrary, in most questions, the public 

had a systematic ―bias‖ in the proper direction, i.e. in being more likely to answer the 

question correctly than merely being ―average.‖ 

II. What the Public Gets Right and Wrong on Tax Policy Questions and Who 

Gets Them Right and Wrong: Issue of Tax Progressivity 

An important determinant of people‘s views on specific tax policies is their normative 

beliefs on the subject of tax progressivity. But for someone to be able to correctly 

translate their beliefs on tax progressivity into personal positions on specific policies, one 

must be aware of the level of progressivity in the current tax system as well as how a 

proposed tax reform would affect progressivity. In this section, I assess the knowledge of 

the American public in these two key areas: (1) beliefs relating to how the current 

progressive U.S. federal tax system works and (2) beliefs relating to what income groups 

would benefit from various tax proposals such as a flat tax.  

Progressivity in the Current Tax System 
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According to almost any source, the current federal income tax is highly progressive, 

meaning that higher-income taxpayers pay a higher percentage of their income in taxes 

than lower income taxpayers. Furthermore, because the highly progressive federal 

income tax makes up such a large fraction of the total federal tax burden combined with 

the fact that other progressive taxes like the corporate income tax and the estate tax also 

affect the distribution of the entire federal tax burden, it‘s clear that the overall federal tax 

burden is also progressive, despite the flat-to-regressive nature of payroll taxes and 

various excise taxes (CBO, 2009). But does the American public know this?  (It is true 

that over a small income range slightly above $100,000, average total federal tax rates 

fall as income rises due to the payroll tax cap. However, I still assume that the correct 

response is that higher income people are taxed at a higher percentage in the total federal 

tax system given the ―generally speaking‖ qualifier included in the question.) 

The first question I analyze directly addresses respondents‘ understanding of how the 

U.S. federal income tax works as it relates to the question of a progressive rate structure: 

―Generally speaking, how does the federal income tax system work?  Are people with 

higher incomes taxed at a HIGHER PERCENTAGE?  Or does everyone pay the SAME 

PERCENTAGE of their income in income taxes?‖  

The obvious correct answer is that the federal income tax taxes higher income people at a 

higher percentage than others, and a majority of respondents answered correctly. That 

being said, about 40 percent of those surveyed in 2003 either thought that the rich paid 

the same percentage as everyone else, or did not know. Furthermore, even some correct 

answers may be ―accidentally correct‖ in the sense that a person may misinterpret the 
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question to mean dollar amount as opposed to percentage of income. This type of 

misinterpretation may be true for other questions in this essay as well. 

The logit regression results in table 111c, as well as the crosstabs presented in table 111b, 

show what factors predicted that a respondent would know that the rich paid a higher 

percentage than everyone else. Once again, education was a key predictor of awareness 

of how the U.S. tax system actually works. Furthermore, Republicans and males were 

more likely to be aware that higher income taxpayers pay a larger percentage of their 

income in taxes in the U.S. federal income tax system than Democrats and females, 

ceteris paribus. 

Similar to this direct question of progressivity, the same February 2003 Kaiser-NPR-

Harvard also asked two similar questions, each to half of the sample: 

(1) In the United States, which group do you think pays the highest percentage of 

their income in total federal taxes: high-income people, middle-income 

people, or lower-income people, or don‘t you know enough to say? 

(2) In the United States, which group do you think pays the highest percentage of 

their income in federal income taxes: high-income people, middle-income 

people, or lower-income people, or don‘t you know enough to say? 

Table 112 presents the descriptive statistics as well as logit regression results (crosstabs 

available in table 112b) following my merging of these two half-sample questions into 

one, given that the answer to each is the same. Overall, judging by the frequencies table 

showing 51 percent of respondents providing the incorrect response ―middle-income 

people,‖ it appears that the American public has a systematic bias in over-estimating the 
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relative tax share borne by middle-income Americans and under-estimating the relative 

tax share borne by upper-income Americans. 

The results showing the relationship between education and income are not as strong as 

the previous question that directly addressed the issue of progressivity in a full sample 

question, but they are still significant for high-income college graduates, who tended to 

perform well on most of the questions in this essay. Low-income earners, especially those 

least educated, were most likely to not believe that the rich paid the largest share of 

income in federal income or total federal taxes. Among party/gender groups, 

Republicans, especially male Republicans, were most likely to answer correctly to this 

question. Overall, the results to this question suggest a possible self-deception bias where 

people have an inherent bias to believe that they are the ones who are paying the most in 

taxes. This theory is also supported by combining to other empirical realities: (1) over 

half of all respondents to this question said that ―middle-income people‖ paid the highest 

effective rate, and (2) outside evidence suggests an enormous swath of Americans 

(ranging from low to high incomes) actually consider themselves to be ―middle class.‖ 

Knowledge of Progressivity of Federal Estate Tax 

Statistics from the IRS show that a very tiny fraction of deaths result in not only having 

an estate tax liability but even having to file an estate tax return (CBO, 2005). Obviously, 

some families may pay the tax implicitly through costly tax avoidance planning or may 

pay for it indirectly through a supply-side effect of the capital taxation component of the 

estate tax. That being said, when analyzing the following question, I assume that 

respondents assume this question to mean what fraction of families must write a check to 
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the government upon the death of a family member: ―Do you think that most families 

have to pay the federal estate tax when someone dies or only a few families have to pay 

it?‖ 

The results on this question show that there is arguably no single federal tax issue in the 

U.S. where the public is so unaware of the facts than that of the federal estate tax. 

Approximately half the population believes that most families have to pay the federal 

estate tax when in fact government statistics indicate that a very small fraction of deaths 

initiate an estate tax liability. 

Again, as table 117 shows, highly-educated respondents and higher-income respondents 

were more likely to possess knowledge of this tax policy. Older Americans were 

significantly more likely to know this fact about the estate tax, which one may expect 

given that older Americans are more likely to have recently acquired information about 

the estate tax. Minorities were also more likely to know that the estate tax hits very few 

estates. Female Democrats was the only group statistically different from female 

independents, and the regression indicated that they were less likely to know the extent of 

the estate tax compared to that reference group. Male Democrats, male Republicans, male 

independents, and female Republicans were not statistically different from female 

independents, although Republicans and males had larger coefficients and thereby larger 

odds ratios than Democrats and females, ceteris paribus. 

While the estate tax tends to be highly disputed among tax policy experts, suppose for a 

second that the correct policy from a social welfare maximand perspective was no estate 

tax under the assumption that the optimal tax rate on capital is zero (Stiglitz, 1987) and 



94 

 

assuming no externality from intergenerational family wealth inequality. Judging from 

the other results in this dissertation, it‘s not likely that the American public would buy 

into the no capital tax justification against the estate tax as it would require people to lean 

in the direction of intertemporal tax neutrality as opposed to simpler arguments made in 

favor of the tax. Nonetheless, the American public would lean towards the optimal policy 

only because it tends to have systematically incorrect beliefs on the estate tax (i.e. that 

it‘s a tax imposed on many estates) that lean in the direction of opposition. This 

phenomenon that exists in some public policy debates goes as follows: Policy A is 

preferable to Policy B from the perspective of sound economic policy, but the American 

public would prefer Policy B to Policy A if it did not have a given systematic bias that 

tends to lean it back towards supporting Policy A (the proper policy after all). For 

example, as is shown in the next section of this dissertation, a gas tax increase may be 

sound tax policy for environmental reasons, but it is easier to sell such a policy with 

another less economically-sound argument: reduced dependence on foreign oil. Interest 

groups and think tanks in Washington will rationally abuse these positive biases under 

the guise that the end justifies the means.  

Progressivity and Tax Reform 

While the previous statistical analyses would seem to indicate that a large fraction of the 

American public deserves a relatively low grade on their knowledge of the progressive 

nature of the existing federal tax system, I now provide an assessment of the American 

public‘s knowledge of how various tax reform measures would affect tax progressivity in 

the United States. Specifically, these measures include moving to less progressive yet 
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simpler tax systems: (1) moving to a flat tax system and (2) moving to a national retail 

sales tax system. 

Relating to the flat tax, I analyze results from three separate CBS-New York Times 

surveys (1996, 2004, 2005) along with the 2003 Kaiser-NPR-Harvard survey. The CBS-

New York Times surveys each asked the following question: ―Who do you think would 

benefit MOST from a flat tax system – rich people, poor people, or middle income 

people?‖ The Kaiser-NPR-Harvard survey asked a similar question that was a follow-up 

to a previous question on the flat tax: ―And do you think people [after the introduction of 

a flat tax] with high incomes would generally pay more income tax, less income tax, or 

about the same amount of income tax as they pay now?‖ Finally, a question relating to 

who would benefit from a tax reform that moved the U.S. to a national retail sales tax 

was also asked by this Kaiser-NPR-Harvard survey, and like the question above 

pertaining to moving to a flat tax, it too was given as a follow-up question with the same 

text as above. 

The results from tables 106, 107, and 108 (three CBS-NYT surveys) indicate that a solid 

majority of the American public believes correctly that the rich would benefit most from 

a move to a flat tax system. However, while a majority of the respondents correctly 

believed that the rich would benefit most from a switch to a flat tax relative to the current 

system, about one-third believed that a group other than the rich would benefit most. 

Republican males were most likely to answer incorrectly to this question. This is possibly 

due to the existence of a confirmation bias given this group‘s support for a flat tax in 
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general. The fact that a tax reform would benefit the rich most is typically an argument 

against such a tax reform. 

While few income/education groups were significantly different from the 

lowincome_nohs group, one can see some slight evidence that higher educational 

attainment was a factor in predicting knowledge on this question. Holding income 

constant, the coefficients predicting a correct response were generally higher among 

those with higher educational attainment. On the other hand, income appears to be 

negatively correlated with knowledge on this question, indicating that respondents may 

have a pessimistic bias when it comes to how they themselves would fair under a flat tax 

reform. That is, they refuse to acknowledge that they themselves would be the ―winners‖ 

from tax reform, which is more evidence for the self-deception bias discussed earlier. 

Table 109 from the Kaiser-NPR-Harvard survey asks a similar question to those asked by 

the CBS-New York Times surveys above, but is somewhat more direct in the question. 

Instead of using the word ―benefit,‖ the question specifically asks whether high income 

earners would face a tax increase or a tax cut as a result of a flat tax reform. As a whole, 

the American public has a systematic bias in the wrong direction on this question, as the 

frequencies table 109a shows. Nearly 60 percent either believe (incorrectly) that high-

income earners would face a tax increase or face no tax change under a flat tax reform. 

This bias is not randomly distributed across the population either. As the regression 

results in table 109c indicate, greater educational attainment successfully predicts a 

greater likelihood of answering correctly. Also, unlike other questions in this essay, 

holding everything else constant, females are more likely than males to respond correctly, 
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which is rare for the questions analyzed in this essay, and older Americans are less likely 

to answer correctly. 

The results in table 109 (flat tax reform) were somewhat different from those in table 

110, which addressed knowledge of how the rich would fair under a national retail sales 

tax reform. Once again, the results showed a systematic bias in the general public 

regarding how high-income Americans would be affected by such a tax reform. About 64 

percent of those surveyed systematically underestimated the taxes the rich would pay 

under a national retail sales tax. The regression results showed high-income college 

graduates as the most likely to respond correctly, although the significance of education 

was not as great on this question as it was in the flat tax reform question. Also unlike the 

previous question, there was a significant gap between parties. In this sales tax reform 

question, Democrats (especially males) were significantly more likely to respond 

correctly than Republicans. 

Overall, the results presented in this section tend to generally show the typical factors 

predicting a higher level of knowledge on tax policy: highly educated and male (and to 

some extent, income). While other portions of this essay suggest Republicans are more 

likely to respond correctly to tax policy questions than are Democrats, on this issue of 

progressivity, it appears that knowledge and party identification are more influenced by 

the existing normative views of the respondent as they relate to what the distribution of 

taxes should be as opposed to some innate tax knowledge difference. 

III. What the Public Gets Right and Wrong on Tax Policy Questions and Who 

Gets Them Right and Wrong: Miscellaneous Tax Questions 
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Section III of this essay delves into the public‘s knowledge of other tax issues (besides 

Social Security and progressivity) that were asked in various surveys. Such topics include 

the size of the overall tax burden facing Americans (in absolute terms and compared to 

other countries), awareness of various terminologies in tax policy, awareness of recent 

tax policy changes, and whether the U.S. is currently on the left or right side of the Laffer 

Curve. Finally, in this section, I also analyze a comprehensive variable in the Kaiser-

NPR-Harvard survey that calculated a tax knowledge score for each respondent.  

Knowledge of Overall Size of U.S. Tax Burden 

First, I begin with the question of whether or not the public (and various subgroups of it) 

systematically overstate or understate the overall level of taxation in the United States. 

Specifically, I analyze the distribution of responses to the following question asked in a 

March 2005 Tax Foundation-Harris Interactive survey: ―In reality, what percentage of 

income do you think the typical American ACTUALLY PAYS in taxes – that is, all 

taxes, state, federal and local?‖ 

Due to the varying assumptions of economic incidence and interpretation of the term 

―typical,‖ there are varying answers to this question. And that is why when analyzing the 

microdata, I accepted a range from 21 percent to 35 percent as being correct. The national 

average for tax burden is typically around 30 percent, as measured by the Tax 

Foundation‘s Tax Freedom Day (Barro, 2009), which is calculated as federal, state and 

local taxes divided by net national product (NNP), which is equal to national income less 

some statistical discrepancy. The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities (Greenstein and 

Brunet, 2009) has critiqued this calculation as being misleading due to the fact that the 
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overall tax system (federal, state, and local) is progressive. Therefore, the median tax 

unit‘s tax burden would be less than the average tax unit‘s tax burden. Nonetheless, even 

the CBPP would likely agree that 21 percent is a sufficient floor for the median tax 

burden given that CBO cited the middle 20 percent‘s average federal tax rate as being 

14.2 percent. These middle income households would undoubtedly pay at least 6 percent 

of their income in state and local taxes (e.g. income, sales, property, etc.) given that the 

average state and local tax rate is around 10 percent (Prante, 2008) and the fact that state 

and local tax systems tend to be, on whole, flat to regressive (Citizens for Tax Justice, 

2009). 

Overall, approximately, 55 percent of the population answered in the arbitrarily 

determined ―unacceptable‖ range while 45 percent answered in the acceptable range. As 

the frequencies table 120a shows, of the 55 percent responding in the unacceptable range, 

around the same number of respondents were too low as were too high, indicating that the 

American public, as a whole, is not wildly and systematically overstating or understating 

its tax burden. The median response was 30 percent, which may be slightly on the high 

side if one interprets ―typical‖ as referring to the median taxpayer. If one interprets 

―typical‖ as referring to the ―average‖ taxpayer, then the beliefs of the American public 

appear to be right on target. 

While the American public as a whole tended to get the answer to this question right, 

what was the relative performance of various subgroups of the population? As the 

regression results in table 120c illustrate, males were more likely to provide an acceptable 

answer than females. (Party affiliation was not available from this survey.) Minorities 
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were less likely to answer correctly. Finally, holding income constant, the probability of 

answering correctly tended to increase with higher educational attainment, although the 

significance was not large. There was little role, if any, played by income according to 

the regression results. 

Knowledge of the Relative Size of U.S. Tax Burden 

By almost any measure comparing the size of government or taxes to the size of a 

country‘s economy, the United States currently has a lower overall average tax rate than 

those in Western European countries (OECD, 2008). This is largely due to the fact that 

Western European countries have larger government spending on social programs, which 

outweigh even the higher U.S. spending on defense.  

Approximately 30% of all respondents answered correctly when asked the following 

question in the 2003 Kaiser-NPR-Harvard survey (table 119): ―Compared with the 

citizens of Western European countries, do you think Americans pay a higher percentage 

of their income in taxes, a smaller percentage of their income in taxes, about the same 

percentage of their income in taxes, or don‘t you know enough to say?‖ Of the remaining 

70%, about twice as many did not provide an answer as answered incorrectly. Overall, 

judging by the frequencies, the population as a whole did not systematically overestimate 

the relative tax burden of the United States. 

Knowledge of the relative size of the U.S. citizens‘ tax share was strongly correlated with 

education. Highly-educated Americans were much more likely to know that Americans 

pay a lower share of their income in taxes, even holding income constant. Holding 

education constant, it‘s also clear from the results that most higher-income respondents 
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were more likely to answer correctly than lower-income respondents. Also, males were 

once again more likely to answer correctly than females, while minorities and Democrats 

were less likely to believe that Americans have a relatively lower tax burden. The fact 

that male Republicans and male independents were more likely to know that the U.S. has 

a lower tax burden than their male Democrat counterparts may be somewhat surprising 

given that one would expect Democrats to be aware of an argument commonly used 

against those accusing the U.S. of having high taxes. 

Awareness of Recent Tax Changes 

I now explore the topic of public awareness of tax policy changes and the following 

question asked in the February 2003 Kaiser-NPR-Harvard survey: ―First, to the best of 

your knowledge, in the past two years has there or hasn‘t there been a federal income tax 

cut?‖ The answer to this question is obviously yes. February 2003 (the month of the poll) 

was within two years of the original tax cuts passed in May 2001 and was just prior to the 

May 2003 tax cuts that were eventually passed. In 2001, the first portion of the so-called 

―Bush tax cuts‖ were passed. This package included a one-time rebate check, phased-in 

cuts to ordinary income tax rates and an increase in the child tax credit. These latter tax 

cuts accelerated the 2001 package in addition to lowering tax rates on capital gains and 

dividends. Virtually every tax return received a reduction in federal income taxes and 

take-home pay increased, although in dollar terms, the change was greatest for high-

income taxpayers. Despite this fact that virtually every American had seen their take-

home pay increase, as shown in the frequency table 105a, only about half the population 

put two and two together and even knew that a tax cut had been passed. The logit 
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regression results presented for this question in table 105c and the crosstabs in table 105b 

show who was more or less likely to be aware of this change in tax law. It indicates that 

taxpayers who are more educated and have higher incomes were more likely to have the 

knowledge of the recent tax cut. It also shows that Republicans were more likely to 

possess this knowledge than Democrats or independents, possibly because those 

identifying themselves as Republicans tend to rank taxes as one of their priority issues 

coupled with the fact that it was a Republican congress and a Republican president 

pushing these specific tax cuts that were asked about in the question. 

These results showing that income was a key factor in awareness of tax cuts could not 

only have implications for models of public choice but also for traditional tax scoring 

methods. For example, microsimulation models that are used to perform revenue scores 

assume that economic actors are aware of changes in tax policy when making behavioral 

changes. If the public was on average correct and if awareness was randomly distributed 

across all the population, this would not be an issue. But because the results suggest that 

low-income and the least-educated respondents are less likely to be aware of tax changes, 

policy changes targeted at such groups that are seeking to meet certain objectives may be 

difficult to achieve without better education or even greater incentives. While some could 

argue that the tax cuts passed in 2001 were skewed to higher income taxpayers (as 

measured in dollar amounts) and thereby it may appear logical that low-income taxpayers 

would be unaware of the tax changes, it is not true that those at the bottom received no 

tax cut. In fact, there were tax cuts passed for those taxpayers at the bottom that were not 

insignificant from a percent change in income perspective, especially as it relates to the 
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2001 tax cuts. These 2001 tax cut policy changes included, among others, expansions of 

the child tax credit and the earned income tax credit, the lowering of all tax rates, and the 

creation of a new bottom 10 percent tax bracket. Furthermore, the factors driving this 

unawareness are very similar to the other factors in this essay that seem to predict a lack 

of knowledge on tax policy. A fair summary of this evidence would probably indicate 

that targeted tax cuts at low-income Americans would require greater education and 

awareness campaigns for such tax cuts to have certain intended effects. Recent evidence 

from Chetty and Saez (2009) seems to draw a similar conclusion as they argue that EITC 

participation would grow significantly if low-income taxpayers were given just a five-

minute lecture on how it worked. At the other end of the income spectrum, however, 

given that high-income citizens are aware of tax changes, the evidence presented here on 

tax policy awareness would seem to imply that tax changes targeted at high-income 

taxpayers would have greater behavioral effects than for other groups of taxpayers. This 

is on top of the existing evidence in the economic literature showing high-income 

taxpayers to be more sensitive to taxation for other reasons, such as tax planning and 

labor/investment supply effects deriving from diminishing marginal utility (Gruber and 

Saez, 2002). 

Awareness of Tax Terminology 

In the next set of questions, I assess awareness of various tax terminologies among the 

American public. It should be stated that I am assuming that respondents are being honest 

in reporting what they do or do not know when the question asks ―Have you heard the 

term and know what it means, have you heard the term but don't know what it means, or 
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have you not heard the term?‖ The terms include ―progressive taxes,‖ ―value added tax,‖ 

―payroll taxes,‖ and ―earned income tax credit.‖  

Overall, the descriptive statistics show that the two most foreign phrases to the American 

public are ―progressive taxes‖ and ―value added tax.‖ This is not surprising given that the 

term ―progressive‖ is somewhat of an academic term and the fact that the U.S. has no 

value added tax (VAT) as does virtually every other OECD country. While this survey 

was conducted in 2003, most political economists would agree that the probability of the 

U.S. having a value added tax within the next 20 years has grown since 2003. Therefore, 

the ignorance of the general public with regards to a value added tax means that beliefs 

on the topic have likely not been formulated for most Americans, and there is potential 

for supporters or opponents of a VAT of influencing those beliefs, possibly in a biased 

direction, as the debate moves forward. Most Americans knew or at least had heard of 

payroll taxes, and similarly although by not as much, most Americans knew or at least 

had heard of the earned income tax credit. The highest familiarity with payroll taxes, out 

of the four terms, is consistent with the conclusion that of the topics analyzed in this 

essay, the performance of the general public on the issue of payroll taxes (section I of this 

essay) was highly proficient compared to the other tax issues of which I assessed the 

public‘s knowledge. 

Tables 113-116 show logit regressions that attempt to predict awareness of these tax 

terms. Regarding awareness of the term ―progressive taxes,‖ education was the best 

predictor that a respondent would have heard the term and/or know what it means. In 

addition to more education leading to a higher probability of familiarity with the term, 
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income was also a factor as higher income respondents were more likely to either have 

heard the term and/or know what the term means. Finally, males and older Americans 

were significantly more likely to be familiar with the term ―progressive taxes‖ compared 

to females and younger Americans, respectively.  

Familiarity with the term ―payroll taxes‖ was not nearly as exclusive as familiarity with 

the term ―progressive taxes,‖ and thereby the variation across subgroups of the 

population was not nearly as great. The strongest variation in predictability on this 

question was between age groups as those outside of the youngest age group (aged 18-29) 

were significantly more likely to be familiar with the term than the youngest respondents. 

The logit regression results in table 115 predicting familiarity with the ―value added tax‖ 

term was very similar to the results from the regression predicting familiarity with the 

―progressive taxes‖ term. Older, more highly educated and higher-income respondents 

were more likely to claim familiarity with the VAT. Also similar to the results from table 

113, males were significantly more likely to claim awareness of the given tax 

terminology than females. 

Finally, familiarity with the term ―earned income tax credit‖ saw less variation across 

income groups than the variation seen with the three previous tax terms. This is likely due 

to the fact that EITC actually affects many low-income taxpayers. That being said, the 

coefficient of awareness was highest and strongest among high-income respondents with 

a college degree, the least likely group to ever be affected by EITC. On the other hand, 

low-income respondents with a high school degree and low-income respondents with at 

least some college had significantly larger coefficients than high-income respondents in 
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those two education categories. Finally, while it is the case that the coefficients among 

the various income-education groups in table 116 were all positive (not all significant 

though), indicating that it was never the case that low-income respondents without a high 

school degree were more familiar with the term than another income-education group, 

this is likely due to the fact that a large fraction of those who are without a high school 

degree are older Americans who are more likely to not be working and thereby not 

directly affected by EITC, despite their low incomes. (This is because EITC requires one 

to actually have ―earned income.‖) This is supported by the fact that the age_65_plus 

category had a statistically significant (10% level) negative coefficient, while the other 

two age categories both had positive coefficients (age_30_49 being significant) when 

compared to the 18-29 age group that is largely ignorant of each of the four tax 

terminologies discussed. 

Beliefs on Laffer Curve 

In order to reduce the federal budget deficit, government must either increase revenues or 

decrease spending. And from a classical economics framework, in order for government 

to increase revenues while also cutting taxes, one must assume that the additional 

economic activity generated by the tax cuts will increase the tax base by an amount so 

large that the lowering of the tax rates will lead to additional revenue (i.e. on the right 

side of the Laffer Curve). Virtually no economists believe that any major tax revenue 

source in the U.S. tax system is currently in such a position. That being said, a large 

portion of the general public believes that such a free lunch exists as the data indicate in 

table 118 from the following question asked by a CBS-New York Times poll in 
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November 2002: ―Do you think the government can reduce the federal budget deficit and 

cut taxes at the same time?‖ 

In 2002, approximately 42 percent of the American public believed that government can 

reduce the federal budget deficit and cut taxes at the same time, while 48 percent believed 

that it could not. (Around 10 percent were unsure.) This would indicate that the American 

public, as a whole, actually leans in the right direction on this question. However, as the 

regression results in table 118c indicate, there are systematic differences between certain 

subgroups of the population in terms of answering this question correctly. 

So which subgroups of the American population are most likely to believe that we are on 

the left side of the Laffer Curve? Unlike previous analyses in this chapter, male 

Republicans were the least likely group to answer correctly on this particular question. 

Male independents and female Republicans were also significantly different from female 

independents in being less likely to answer correctly. Like discussed previously regarding 

the question of progressivity among Democrats, the source of this misconception among 

Republicans may be a confirmation bias where the anti-tax preconception of Republicans 

leads them to believe great things about tax cuts, even if those beliefs are as outlandish as 

the claim that a given tax cut will ―pay for itself.‖ 

Like many of the previous analyses, elderly Americans were most likely to answer 

correctly in terms of age groups. All income-education groups had a positive coefficient 

indicating that they were more likely to answer correctly than those with low incomes 

without a college degree. However, the variation amongst education-income groups was 

not as significant as in other questions. It is true that higher-income groups and more 
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highly-educated groups tended to have higher coefficients and thereby higher odds ratios, 

but the differences were not striking. Political affiliation appeared to be the 

overwhelming predictable factor. 

Overall Tax IQ 

In this section, I summarize the results presented in table 121 that captures the overall 

knowledge level on tax policy of respondents in the Kaiser-NPR-Harvard survey from 

February 2003. The survey‘s microdata included a ―KNOW‖ variable where the survey‘s 

authors calculated a knowledge score for each person interviewed based upon the number 

of knowledge questions answered correctly in the survey. The regression results in table 

121 are from an ordinary least squares (OLS) regression where the survey-calculated 

KNOW variable is the dependent variable and the explanatory variables used are listed in 

the table. 

The results summarize not only the theme of this chapter essay, but also the themes of 

much of this dissertation. Those include the fact that education is the number one 

predictor of knowledge of tax policy. Income is also positively correlated with 

knowledge, even holding education level constant. Also, males are more likely to have a 

higher level of knowledge of tax policy than females, ceteris paribus. These are generally 

the same factors that predicted agreement with economists in the second chapter essay of 

this dissertation, and are the same factors that predicted consistency in the dissertation‘s 

first chapter essay. 

Other factors in predicting one‘s level of knowledge in tax policy (as judged by the 

results in table 121) included political party and gender. Holding gender constant, being 
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Republican as opposed to independent or Democrat meant a higher score, on average. 

Holding political party constant, being male was a significant factor in landing a higher 

tax knowledge score. Finally, minorities tended to score a lower tax IQ than non-

minorities, while middle-age respondents once again scored higher than the youngest and 

oldest respondents. 

IV. Conclusion 

Significant positive biases exist in the beliefs of Americans towards tax policy. While the 

American public performed relatively well on questions pertaining to payroll taxes and 

Social Security, their performance on other issues was not so stellar. Notably, the 

American public tends to systematically underestimate the level of taxes paid by high-

income people, underestimate the degree of regressivity in a national retail sales tax 

reform, and tends to overestimate the extent of the federal estate tax. Within the 

population, performance across subgroups was in many cases dramatically different and 

predictably so. More highly-educated respondents tended to outperform less-educate 

respondents, while males and middle-aged Americans tended to outperform females and 

younger/older Americans, respectively. Finally, in many cases, beliefs on positive tax 

policy questions appeared to be tied to peoples‘ normative positions on the given tax 

policy issue, indicating the existence of confirmation bias. This appeared to be the case 

with Republicans on the Laffer Curve, for example. 
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CHAPTER 5 

 

This previous three chapters of this dissertation explored the beliefs of the American 

people on tax policy, both normative and positive, using a comprehensive set of 

microdata from public opinion surveys conducted in recent years.  

In the first of these three chapter essays, I show that the self-interested voter hypothesis 

fails on most specific normative tax policy questions, most notably on the estate tax and 

two specific types of tax reforms: a national retail sales tax and a flat tax. The self-

interested voter hypothesis fails even after accounting for a lack of knowledge among 

respondents as to the likely effects on progressivity from such reforms. Factors such as 

political party, age, gender and educational attainment were stronger predictors of 

specific tax policies than any self-interest gain resulting from a change in tax 

progressivity coming from various reforms. On the other hand, when I addressed more 

general questions of tax progressivity and income redistribution, evidence for a self-

interest motive was consistently present. Like on many specific tax policy questions, 

political party was still a reliable predictor of views on these general normative questions. 

However, education was less of a factor on the general questions.  

Finally, in the first essay, I conclude that the views of a given party leader on tax policy 

can affect the views of its members. I conclude this by comparing the relative support for 
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the 2001 and 2003 tax cuts between Republicans and Democrats when the word ―Bush‖ 

is associated with the tax cuts versus when it is not. 

In the second chapter essay of this dissertation, I assessed how the general public‘s views 

on questions of tax policy compared to the optimal tax policy framework used by public 

finance economists. On questions of fundamental tax reform, I find that the public is 

largely inconsistent on the issue of tax reform. The public supports ―tax reform‖ when 

asked generally, but is unwilling to support the elimination of various distortionary tax 

preferences that are necessary to make it happen. Unlike in most other questions of this 

dissertation, those most likely to be inconsistent on this question were indeed the more 

highly-educated respondents. On the question of taxing health insurance benefits, the 

evidence from the second essay suggests that the public‘s lack of certain pieces of 

knowledge on the topic may actually be leading it to lean towards the economists‘ 

position. When accounting for the initial anti-health reform views of respondents, it does 

appear that on this question, highly-educated respondents are indeed more likely to agree 

with economists that health benefits should be taxed. 

The second half of the second essay compared the views of the general public to 

economists on the issue of environmental taxation. The essay showed a general public 

that understates the global warming threat relative to the views of scientists and also 

disagrees with economists on both whether something should be done at all and if 

something should be done to address global warming, what the proper policy prescription 

is. There is strong evidence for an anti-tax/pro-regulatory bias among the general public, 

which may be a byproduct of Caplan‘s anti-market bias as a tax directed at a negative 
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externality generally relies more on a free market price mechanism than command-and-

control policies. Again, more highly-educated respondents were more likely to agree with 

economists in not only supporting policies that address global warming in the first place, 

but also in pursuing more market-oriented policies as opposed to rigid regulations that the 

general public tends to perceive as a free lunch. Other factors supporting environmental 

taxation in general to combat global warming were affiliation with the Democratic Party 

and being young. Finally, the second essay analyzed the specific issue of a gas tax 

holiday as debated throughout the 2008 presidential election, a policy which economists 

universally opposed. Again, those most likely to agree with economists were males and 

those with higher educational attainment. 

The third and final chapter essay of this dissertation went beyond Americans‘ normative 

positions on tax policy and instead evaluated directly their knowledge of tax policy by 

analyzing verifiable questions on tax policy. The general results suggest the American 

public, as a whole, understanding fairly well the Social Security system and the related 

topic of payroll taxes, as well as having an accurate assessment of the overall and relative 

tax burden borne by Americans. In other areas, the general public as a whole possesses 

beliefs that are systematically in the wrong direction. These include the extent of the 

federal estate tax and the relative tax share of the middle class compared to the rich in the 

U.S. federal tax system. Also, the general public as a whole tends to lean towards the 

incorrect view on the issue of the Laffer Curve with a large fraction believing that a free 

lunch currently exists with additional tax cuts. This bias was greatest among Republicans 

who tend to have confirmation biases on many positive questions of tax policy when their 
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―answer‖ leans in the direction of supporting further tax cuts (even though the answer is 

incorrect). In other areas of tax knowledge where such a bias did not exists, however, 

Republicans tended to score better than Democrats on tax knowledge. Males tended to 

score higher than females. Educational attainment and incomes were generally positively 

correlated with knowledge on tax policy as well. Finally, middle-aged respondents tended 

to score the highest on knowledge of tax policy compared to the youngest and oldest age 

groups. 



114 

 

Appendix A 

(Frequencies) 

 
 

Table Number 1a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  CBS – New York Times; March 2005 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q10) Currently the federal government taxes the assets -- that is, the 

property and money -- someone leaves when they die if the assets are 

worth more than a certain amount of money. Do you favor or oppose 

placing this tax on assets when someone dies? 

Sample Size 1,764 

Frequencies Percent Response 

17.5 

75.5 

7.0 

―Favor‖ (Q10 = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q10 = 2) 

DK/NA (Q10 = 9) 
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Table Number 2a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  CBS – New York Times; March 2005 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q11) What if the tax was only collected on estates worth more than 

$1.5 million? Then would you favor or oppose placing this tax on assets 

when someone dies? 

Sample Size 1,764 

Frequencies Percent Response 

44.2 

46.0 

9.9 

―Favor‖ (Q11 = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q11 = 2) 

DK/NA (Q11 = 9) 
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Table Number 3a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  CBS – New York Times; March 2005 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q12) Under the current law, the federal tax on estates will be phased 

out between now and 2010, when there will be no tax on estates at all. 

Unless Congress acts, the tax cut will then expire and the tax will again 

be collected on estates worth more than $1 million. Which comes 

closest to your opinion: 1. The federal government should tax estates 

worth more than $1 million, OR 2. It should only tax estates worth 

more than $3.5 million, OR 3. The federal tax on all inheritances should 

be permanently eliminated? 

Sample Size 1,764 

Frequencies Percent Response 

23.2 

19.8 

50.4 

6.6 

―Tax estates worth more than $1 million‖ (Q12 = 1) 

―Tax estates worth more than $3.5 million‖ (Q12 = 2) 

―Eliminate all estate tax‖ (Q12 = 3)  

DK/NA (Q12 = 9) 
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Table Number 4a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  CBS – New York Times; March 2005 

Universe Those opposing estate tax when asked generally; no information 

regarding exemption (Q10 = 2) 

Question Text (Q12) Under the current law, the federal tax on estates will be phased 

out between now and 2010, when there will be no tax on estates at all. 

Unless Congress acts, the tax cut will then expire and the tax will again 

be collected on estates worth more than $1 million. Which comes 

closest to your opinion: 1. The federal government should tax estates 

worth more than $1 million, OR 2. It should only tax estates worth 

more than $3.5 million, OR 3. The federal tax on all inheritances should 

be permanently eliminated? 

Sample Size 1,332 

Frequencies Percent Response 

18.1 

18.1 

60.4 

3.5 

―Tax estates worth more than $1 million‖ (Q12 = 1) 

―Tax estates worth more than $3.5 million‖ (Q12 = 2) 

―Eliminate all estate tax‖ (Q12 = 3)  

DK/NA (Q12 = 9)  
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Table Number 5a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All Asked Question (1/2 of survey) 

Question Text (Q47) There is a federal estate tax—that is, a tax on the money people 

leave when they die. Do you favor or oppose eliminating this tax, or 

don‘t you know enough to say? 

Sample Size 674 

Frequencies Percent Response 

54.3 

16.3 

29.4 

―Favor‖ (Q47 = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q47 = 2) 

DK/Refused (Q47 = 3 or Q47 = 9) 
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Table Number 6a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All Asked Question (1/2 of survey) 

Question Text (Q48) There is a federal estate tax that some people call the death tax. 

This is a tax on the money people leave when they die. Do you favor or 

oppose eliminating this tax, or don‘t you know enough to say? 

Sample Size 665 

Frequencies Percent Response 

59.7 

14.5 

25.8 

―Favor‖ (Q48 = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q48 = 2) 

DK/Refused (Q48 = 3 or Q48 = 9) 
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Table Number 7a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard, February 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q47) There is a federal estate tax—that is, a tax on the money people 

leave when they die. Do you favor or oppose eliminating this tax, or 

don‘t you know enough to say? 

(Q48) There is a federal estate tax that some people call the death tax. 

This is a tax on the money people leave when they die. Do you favor or 

oppose eliminating this tax, or don‘t you know enough to say? 

(Q52) Would you (still) favor eliminating the federal estate tax if it 

were collected only on estates worth $1 million or more? 

Sample Size 1,339 

Frequencies Percent Response 

47.1 

41.4 

11.5 

―Favor‖ (Q52 = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q52 = 2 or Q47 = 2 or Q48 = 2) 

DK/Refused (Q52 = 8 or Q52 = 9) 
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Table Number 8a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard, February 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q47) There is a federal estate tax—that is, a tax on the money people 

leave when they die. Do you favor or oppose eliminating this tax, or 

don‘t you know enough to say? 

(Q48) There is a federal estate tax that some people call the death tax. 

This is a tax on the money people leave when they die. Do you favor or 

oppose eliminating this tax, or don‘t you know enough to say? 

(Q52) Would you (still) favor eliminating the federal estate tax if it 

were collected only on estates worth $1 million or more? 

(Q53) Would you still favor eliminating the federal estate tax if it were 

collected only on estates worth $5 million or more? 

Sample Size 1,339 

Frequencies Percent Response 

34.0 

52.4 

13.5 

―Favor‖ (Q53 = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q53 = 2 or Q52 = 2 or Q47 = 2 or Q48 = 2) 

DK/Refused (Q53 = 8 or Q53 = 9) 
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Table Number 9a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard, February/March 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q47) There is a federal estate tax—that is, a tax on the money people 

leave when they die. Do you favor or oppose eliminating this tax, or 

don‘t you know enough to say? 

(Q48) There is a federal estate tax that some people call the death tax. 

This is a tax on the money people leave when they die. Do you favor or 

oppose eliminating this tax, or don‘t you know enough to say? 

(Q52) Would you (still) favor eliminating the federal estate tax if it 

were collected only on estates worth $1 million or more? 

(Q53) Would you still favor eliminating the federal estate tax if it were 

collected only on estates worth $5 million or more? 

(Q54) Would you still favor eliminating the federal estate tax if it were 

collected only on estates worth $25 million or more? 

Sample Size 1,339 

Frequencies Percent Response 

25.7 

59.6 

14.7 

―Favor‖ (Q54 = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q54 = 2 or Q53 = 2 or Q52 = 2 or Q47 = 2 or 

Q48 = 2) 

DK/Refused (Q54 = 8 or Q54 = 9) 
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Table Number 10a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard, February/March 2003 

Universe Those favoring estate tax elimination in tables 5 and 6 (Q47 = 1 or Q48 

= 1) 

Question Text  (Q52) Would you (still) favor eliminating the federal estate tax if it 

were collected only on estates worth $1 million or more? 

Sample Size 763 

Frequencies Percent Response 

61.1 

33.9 

5.0 

―Favor‖ (Q52 = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q52 = 2) 

DK/Refused (Q52 = 8 or Q52 = 9) 
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Table Number 11a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Harris Interactive – Tax Foundation; March 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q715) Do you personally favor or oppose completely eliminating the 

estate tax - that is, the tax on property left by people who die? 

Sample Size 2,013 

Frequencies Percent Response 

67.6 

17.2 

15.2 

―Favor‖ (Q715 = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q715 = 2) 

―Not Sure‖ (Q715 = 98)  
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Table Number 12a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Harris Interactive – Tax Foundation; March 2006 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q715) Do you personally favor or oppose completely eliminating the 

estate tax - that is, the tax on property left by people who die? 

Sample Size 2,017 

Frequencies Percent Response 

67.8 

18.6 

13.5 

―Favor‖ (Q715 = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q715 = 2) 

―Not Sure‖ (Q715 = 98)  
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Table Number 13a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Harris Interactive – Tax Foundation; March 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q645) Do you personally favor or oppose completely eliminating the 

estate tax - that is, the tax on property left by people who die? 

Sample Size 2,012 

Frequencies Percent Response 

65.6 

19.1 

15.3 

―Favor‖ (Q645 = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q645 = 2) 

―Not Sure‖ (Q645 = 98)  
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Table Number 14a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Harris Interactive – Tax Foundation; March 2009 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q645) Do you personally favor or oppose completely eliminating the 

estate tax - that is, the tax on property left by people who die? 

Sample Size 2,002 

Frequencies Percent Response 

66.8 

17.2 

16.0 

―Favor‖ (Q645 = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q645 = 2) 

―Not Sure‖ (Q645 = 98)  
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Table Number 15a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  CBS – New York Times; March 2008 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q72) Currently the federal government taxes the estates -- that is, the 

property and money -- people leave when they die. In a few years, that 

tax will only apply to estates worth more than $3.5 million, and by 2010 

there would be no tax on any estate, no matter what it is worth. Which 

comes closer to your view? There should be no tax on any estate, OR 

The estate tax should be eliminated for most people, but kept in place 

for the very largest estates. 

Sample Size 1,368 

Frequencies Percent Response 

44.0 

46.5 

4.1 

5.4 

―No tax on any estate‖ (Q72 = 1)  

―Tax only on large estates‖ (Q72 = 2) 

―Neither/tax all estates‖ (Q72 = 3)   

DK/NA (Q72 = 9)  
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Table Number 16a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Harris Interactive – Tax Foundation; March 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q710) Would you favor or oppose replacing part of the income tax 

with a nationwide sales tax? 

Sample Size 2,013 

Frequencies Percent Response 

34.4 

35.9 

29.7 

―Favor‖ (Q710 = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q710 = 2) 

―Not Sure‖ (Q710 = 98)  
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Table Number 17a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February/March 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q55) Some have suggested that the federal income tax be replaced 

with something like a national sales tax. Everything would cost more, 

but you would pay taxes only when you buy something.  Do you think 

this would be a good idea? 

Sample Size 1,339 

Frequencies Percent Response 

24.3 

37.5 

38.1 

―Good idea‖ (Q55 = 1)  

―Bad idea‖ (Q55 = 2) 

DK/Refused (Q55 = 3 or Q55 = 9)  
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Table Number 18a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  CNN – USA Today; November 1997 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q29) Another proposal for changing the tax system in this country is to 

eliminate the federal income tax and replace it with a national sales tax 

of around 15%, applied to all retail purchases. Would you favor or 

oppose that proposal? 

Sample Size 1,019 

Frequencies Percent Response 

31.8 

62.1 

6.2 

―Favor‖ (Q29 = 1)  

―Oppose‖ (Q29 = 2) 

No opinion (Q29 = 3)  
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Table Number 19a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  NBC – Wall Street Journal; January 1998 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q14b) What is your reaction to a proposal to eliminate all federal 

income and payroll taxes and replace them with a new national sales tax 

of twenty-three percent -- is this something you strongly favor, 

somewhat favor, somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose? 

Sample Size 498 

Frequencies Percent Response 

9.8 

23.0 

22.2 

31.8 

13.2 

―Strongly favor‖ (Q14b = 1)  

―Somewhat favor‖ (Q14b = 2)  

―Strongly oppose‖ (Q14b = 3) 

―Somewhat oppose‖ (Q14b = 4)  

―Not sure‖ (Q14b = 5)  
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Table Number 20a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Harris – Tax Foundation; March 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q705) Would you favor or oppose a flat tax whereby everybody, 

whatever they earned, would pay income taxes on the same percentage 

of their income over some minimum level? 

Sample Size 2,013 

Frequencies Percent Response 

53.5 

20.9 

25.6 

―Favor‖ (Q705 = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q705 = 2) 

―Not sure‖ (Q705 = 98) 
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Table Number 21a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Time – CNN; January 1996 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q9) As you may know, some people have proposed changing the 

federal income tax system to a flat tax system, in which all Americans 

would pay the same percentage of their income in taxes, regardless of 

how much money they make. In general, do you favor or oppose that 

proposal? 

Sample Size 800 

Frequencies Percent Response 

47.8 

41.9 

10.3 

―Favor‖ (Q9 = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q9 = 2) 

―Not sure‖ (Q9 = 3) 

 



135 

 

 

Table Number 22a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  ABC News – Washington Post; August 1996 

Universe All Asked Question (1/2 of survey) 

Question Text (Q30J) I am going to read a few statements. Please tell me if you 

support or oppose each item I name. Do you support or oppose [A flat-

tax system, where everyone pays the same tax rate no matter what their 

income] 

Sample Size 739 

Frequencies Percent Response 

47.9 

47.8 

4.3 

―Support‖ (Q30J = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q30J= 2) 

DK/No opinion/Refused (Q30J = 8 or Q30J = 9) 
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Table Number 23a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; January 2005 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q41) The current income tax system taxes HIGHER income people at 

higher rates and LOWER income people at lower rates. Some people 

have proposed replacing that system with a flat tax which would tax 

people at ALL income levels at one, flat tax rate. Would you favor or 

oppose replacing the current income tax system with one flat tax rate or 

don't you know enough about it yet to say? 

Sample Size 1,118 

Frequencies Percent Response 

29.1 

32.7 

36.1 

2.1 

―Favor‖ (Q41 = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q41 = 2) 

―Don‘t know enough about it yet‖ (Q41 = 3)  

DK/NA (Q41 = 9)  
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Table Number 24a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; November 2004 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q21) The current income tax system taxes HIGHER income people at 

higher rates and LOWER income people at lower rates. Some people 

have proposed replacing that system with a flat tax which would tax 

people at ALL income levels at one, flat tax rate. Would you favor or 

oppose replacing the current income tax system with one flat tax rate or 

don't you know enough about it yet to say? 

Sample Size 885 

Frequencies Percent Response 

26.2 

34.3 

37.3 

2.3 

― Favor‖ (Q21 = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q21 = 2) 

―Don‘t know enough about it yet‖ (Q21 = 3)  

DK/NA (Q21 = 9)  
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Table Number 25a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q25) In the United States, (IF RESPONDENTS ANSWERED ―1‖ TO 

Q13, SAY: as you know,) we have what is called a graduated federal 

income tax system. That is, people with higher incomes are taxed at a 

higher percentage than people with lower incomes. Some people would 

like to change the current tax system so that everyone would pay the 

same income tax rate (for example, 10 percent or 20 percent). 

Generally, would you be in favor of such a flat-rate system for federal 

income taxes, would you prefer keeping the system we have now, or 

don‘t you know enough to say?  

Sample Size 1,339 

Frequencies Percent Response 

36.2 

32.3 

31.2 

0.4 

―Favor such a flat-rate system‖ (Q25 = 1) 

―Prefer keeping the system we have now‖ (Q25 = 2) 

―Don‘t know enough to say‖ (Q25 = 3) 

―Refused‖ (Q25 = 9) 
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Table Number 26a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  NBC News – Wall Street Journal; March 1996 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q16c) Would you prefer a graduated income tax system, in which 

people with higher incomes pay a higher tax rate, or a flat tax system, in 

which everyone pays the same tax rate regardless of income? 

Sample Size 1,000 

Frequencies Percent Response 

54.1 

39.2 

0.7 

5.9 

―Prefer graduated income tax system‖ (Q16c = 1) 

―Prefer flat tax system‖ (Q16c = 2) 

―Both equal‖ (Q16c = 3) 

―Not sure‖ (Q16c = 4) 
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Table Number 27a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  CNN – USA Today; November 1997 

Universe All Asked Question (1/2 of survey) 

Question Text (Q27a) Which of these do you think would be better for the country? 

The current system in which someone with more money pays a higher 

percentage of that income in taxes than someone with less money, or A 

tax system in which all Americans would pay the same percentage of 

their income in taxes, regardless of how much money they make 

Sample Size 518 

Frequencies Percent Response 

50.9 

45.8 

1.5 

1.8 

―The current system…‖ (Q27a = 1)  

―A tax system in…same percentage…‖ (Q27a = 2) 

Neither/Other (Q27a = 3)  

No opinion (Q27a = 4)  
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Table Number 28a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  CNN – USA Today; November 1997 

Universe All Asked Question (1/2 of survey) 

Question Text (Q27b) Which of these do you think would be better for the country? 

The current system in which someone with more money pays a higher 

percentage of that income in taxes than someone with less money, or A 

flat tax system in which all Americans would pay the same percentage 

of their income in taxes, regardless of how much money they make 

Sample Size 501 

Frequencies Percent Response 

50.7 

45.1 

2.3 

1.9 

―The current system…‖ (Q27b = 1)  

―A flat tax system in…same percentage…‖ (Q27b = 2) 

Neither/Other (Q27b = 3)  

No opinion (Q27b = 4)  
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Table Number 29a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; July 1999 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q47) Replacing the current income tax system, where better off people 

pay a higher rate in taxes, with one flat tax rate for everyone – do you 

favor or oppose that? 

Sample Size 722 

Frequencies Percent Response 

50.1 

41.9 

8.0 

―Favor‖ (Q47 = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q47 = 2) 

DK/NA (Q47 = 9) 
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Table Number 30a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q26) Compared with the current graduated income tax system, do you 

think a tax system where everyone, regardless of how much they earn, 

is taxed at the same flat rate would be more fair or less fair, or wouldn't 

it make a difference? 

Sample Size 1,339 

Frequencies Percent Response 

32.5 

32.6 

7.2 

27.8 

―More fair‖ (Q26 = 1)  

―Less fair‖ (Q26 = 2) 

―No difference‖ (Q26 = 3) 

―Don‘t know enough to say‖ (Q26 = 4 or Q26 = 9)  
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Table Number 31a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe Those supporting flat-rate tax (Q25 = 1) and those not believing they 

would pay more under such a system (Q28 ≠ 1) 

Question Text (Q32) Would you still favor a flat-rate tax if you had to pay MORE 

under such a system? 

Sample Size 428 

Frequencies Percent Response 

59.8 

37.8 

2.2 

0.2 

―Would favor‖ (Q32 = 1) 

―Would not favor‖ (Q32 = 2) 

―Don‘t know‖ (Q32 = 8) 

―Refused‖ (Q32 = 9) 
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Table Number 32a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; November 2004 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q23) Do you think people of all income groups should pay out the 

same proportion of their incomes in taxes or should people with higher 

incomes pay out a greater proportion than others? 

Sample Size 885 

Frequencies Percent Response 

32.5 

62.5 

5.0 

―All income groups pay same proportion‖ (Q23 = 1) 

―Higher incomes greater proportion than others‖ (Q23 = 2) 

DK/NA (Q23 = 9) 
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Table Number 33a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q18a) I'm going to read you a list of groups.  Please tell me if you 

think they pay more than their fair share, less than their fair share, or 

about their fair share in federal taxes. High-income families 

Sample Size 1,339 

Frequencies Percent Response 

15.3 

56.7 

24.5 

3.5 

―Pay more than their fair share‖ (Q18a = 1)  

―Less than their fair share‖ (Q18a = 2) 

―About their fair share‖ (Q18a = 3)  

DK/Refused (Q18a = 8 or Q18a = 9)  
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Table Number 34a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q18b) I'm going to read you a list of groups.  Please tell me if you 

think they pay more than their fair share, less than their fair share, or 

about their fair share in federal taxes. Middle-income families 

Sample Size 1,339 

Frequencies Percent Response 

59.2 

3.4 

34.0 

3.4 

―Pay more than their fair share‖ (Q18b = 1)  

―Less than their fair share‖ (Q18b = 2) 

―About their fair share‖ (Q18b = 3)  

DK/Refused (Q18b = 8 or Q18b = 9)  
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Table Number 35a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q18c) I'm going to read you a list of groups.  Please tell me if you 

think they pay more than their fair share, less than their fair share, or 

about their fair share in federal taxes. Low-income families 

Sample Size 1,339 

Frequencies Percent Response 

36.2 

20.0 

39.8 

4.0 

―Pay more than their fair share‖ (Q18c = 1)  

―Less than their fair share‖ (Q18c = 2) 

―About their fair share‖ (Q18c = 3)  

DK/Refused (Q18c = 8 or Q18c = 9)  
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Table Number 36a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe Believe high-income families currently pay less than fair share or 

currently pay their fair share (Q18a = 2 or Q18a = 3) 

Question Text (Q26) Compared with the current graduated income tax system, do you 

think a tax system where everyone, regardless of how much they earn, 

is taxed at the same flat rate would be more fair or less fair, or wouldn't 

it make a difference? 

Sample Size 1,087 

Frequencies Percent Response 

30.7 

34.0 

7.9 

27.3 

―More fair‖ (Q26 = 1)  

―Less fair‖ (Q26 = 2) 

―No difference‖ (Q26 = 3) 

DK/Refused (Q26 = 4 or Q26 = 9) 
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Table Number 37a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe Believe middle-income families currently pay more than fair share or 

currently pay their fair share (Q18b = 1 or Q18b = 3) 

Question Text (Q26) Compared with the current graduated income tax system, do you 

think a tax system where everyone, regardless of how much they earn, 

is taxed at the same flat rate would be more fair or less fair, or wouldn't 

it make a difference? 

Sample Size 1,248 

Frequencies Percent Response 

33.2 

33.0 

6.9 

27.0 

―More fair‖ (Q26 = 1)  

―Less fair‖ (Q26 = 2) 

―No difference‖ (Q26 = 3) 

DK/Refused (Q26 = 4 or Q26 = 9) 

 



151 

 

 

Table Number 38a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe Believe low-income families currently pay more than fair share or 

currently pay their fair share (Q18c = 1 or Q18c = 3) 

Question Text (Q26) Compared with the current graduated income tax system, do you 

think a tax system where everyone, regardless of how much they earn, 

is taxed at the same flat rate would be more fair or less fair, or wouldn't 

it make a difference? 

Sample Size 1,018 

Frequencies Percent Response 

30.3 

34.1 

7.0 

28.6 

―More fair‖ (Q26 = 1)  

―Less fair‖ (Q26 = 2) 

―No difference‖ (Q26 = 3) 

DK/Refused (Q26 = 4 or Q26 = 9) 
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Table Number 39a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All asked question (1/2 of those surveyed) 

Question Text (Q20) Do you agree or disagree with the following? It is the 

responsibility of government to reduce the differences in income 

between people with high incomes and people with low incomes. 

Sample Size 663 

Frequencies Percent Response 

26.8 

21.7 

18.3 

28.7 

4.4 

―Strongly agree‖ (Q20 = 1) 

―Somewhat agree‖ (Q20 = 2) 

―Strongly disagree‖ (Q20 = 3) 

―Somewhat disagree‖ (Q20 = 4) 

DK/Refused (Q20 = 8 or Q20 = 9)  
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Table Number 40a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All asked question (1/2 of those surveyed) 

Question Text (Q21) Do you agree or disagree with the following? It is the 

responsibility of government to reduce the differences in income 

between people with high incomes and people with middle incomes. 

Sample Size 675 

Frequencies Percent Response 

34.7 

20.7 

16.1 

24.1 

4.4 

―Strongly agree‖ (Q21 = 1) 

―Somewhat agree‖ (Q21 = 2) 

―Strongly disagree‖ (Q21 = 3) 

―Somewhat disagree‖ (Q21 = 4) 

DK/Refused (Q21 = 8 or Q21 = 9)  
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Table Number 41a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Time – CNN; March 1995 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q24) ―I‘d like to know whether the following statement describes or 

does not describe the way you feel: ‗The present tax system benefits the 

rich and is unfair to the ordinary working man or woman.‘‖ 

Sample Size 800 

Frequencies Percent Response 

73.9 

21.1 

5.0 

―Describes‖ (Q24 = 1)  

―Does not describe‖ (Q24 = 2) 

―Not sure‖ (Q24 = 3)  
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Table Number 42a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Time – CNN; March 1997 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q14) ―I‘d like to know whether the following statement describes or 

does not describe the way you feel: ‗The present tax system benefits the 

rich and is unfair to the ordinary working man or woman.‘‖ 

Sample Size 1,018 

Frequencies Percent Response 

69.3 

25.9 

4.7 

―Describes‖ (Q14 = 1)  

―Does not describe‖ (Q14 = 2) 

―Not sure‖ (Q14 = 3)  
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Table Number 43a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; March 2008 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q73) Some members of Congress have proposed increasing federal 

income taxes for households making more than $250,000 a year. Under 

this plan, Congress would use the money raised by these new taxes to 

pay for new government programs and for tax cuts for households 

making less money. Do you think this is a good idea or a bad idea? 

Sample Size 1,368 

Frequencies Percent Response 

57.7 

37.7 

4.6 

―Good idea‖ (Q73 = 1) 

―Bad idea‖ (Q73 = 2) 

DK/NA (Q73 = 9) 
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Table Number 44a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  NBC News – Wall Street Journal ; February 1998 

Universe All asked question (1/2 of survey)  

Question Text (Qc14_198) I'll read you some statements that people might make about 

the rich, and for each one, please tell me whether that describes your 

own personal feelings totally, mostly, a little, or not at all. The rich do 

not pay their fair share of taxes. 

Sample Size 1,003 

Frequencies Percent Response 

33.9 

22.2 

14.9 

22.6 

6.3 

―Describes feelings totally‖ (Qc14_198 = 1)  

―Describes feelings mostly‖ (Qc14_198 = 2)  

―Describes feelings a little‖ (Qc14_198 = 3) 

―Describes feelings not at all‖ (Qc14_198 = 4)  

―Not sure‖ (Qc14_198 = 5)  
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Table Number 45a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Harris Interactive – Tax Foundation; March 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q670) Of the following federal taxes, which do you think is the worst 

tax -- that is, the least fair? 

Sample Size 2,013 

Frequencies Percent Response 

26.2 

14.6 

29.7 

8.3 

21.1 

―Federal income tax‖ (Q670 = 1) 

―Social security payroll tax‖ (Q670 = 2) 

―The federal estate tax‖ (Q670 = 3) 

―Federal corporate income tax‖ (Q670 = 4) 

―Not sure‖ (Q670 = 98) 
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Table Number 46a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Harris Interactive – Tax Foundation; March 2006 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q670) Of the following federal taxes, which do you think is the worst 

tax -- that is, the least fair? 

Sample Size 2,017 

Frequencies Percent Response 

25.5 

14.4 

31.5 

7.4 

21.2 

―Federal income tax‖ (Q670 = 1) 

―Social security payroll tax‖ (Q670 = 2) 

―The federal estate tax‖ (Q670 = 3)  

―Federal corporate income tax‖ (Q670 = 4) 

―Not sure‖ (Q670 = 98) 
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Table Number 47a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Harris Interactive – Tax Foundation; March 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text Please indicate what you think of these federal taxes in terms of 

fairness. 

(Q621_1) Estate Taxes 

(Q621_2) Federal income taxes 

(Q621_3) Social security payroll taxes 

(Q621_6) Corporate income taxes 

Sample Size 2,012 

Frequencies 

 

 

Q621_1  

(Estate Taxes) 

 

 

 

Q621_2  

(Federal income taxes) 

 

 

 

Q621_3 

(Social security taxes) 

 

 

 

Q621_6 

(Corporate income 

taxes) 

Percent Response (scale of 1-5 where 1 is very fair and 5 not at all 

fair) 

4.7 

5.5 

22.5 

25.1 

42.1 

(1) Very fair 

(2) Very fair / fair 

(3) Fair 

(4) Not at all fair / fair 

(5) Not at all fair 

4.4 

8.9 

38.7 

31.3 

16.8 

(1) Very fair 

(2) Very fair / fair 

(3) Fair 

(4) Not at all fair / fair 

(5) Not at all fair 

8.3 

9.4 

42.3 

21.3 

18.6 

(1) Very fair 

(2) Very fair / fair 

(3) Fair 

(4) Not at all fair / fair 

(5) Not at all fair 

15.7 

9.6 

32.3 

17.1 

25.3 

(1) Very fair 

(2) Very fair / fair 

(3) Fair 

(4) Not at all fair / fair 

(5) Not at all fair 
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Table Number 48a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Harris Interactive – Tax Foundation; March 2009 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text Please indicate what you think of these federal taxes in terms of 

fairness. 

(Q621_1) Estate Taxes 

(Q621_2) Federal income taxes 

(Q621_3) Social security payroll taxes 

(Q621_6) Corporate income taxes 

Sample Size 2,002 

Frequencies 

 

 

Q621_1  

(Estate Taxes) 

 

 

 

Q621_2  

(Federal income taxes) 

 

 

 

Q621_3 

(Social security taxes) 

 

 

 

Q621_6 

(Corporate income 

taxes) 

Percent Response (scale of 1-5 where 1 is very fair and 5 not at all 

fair) 

4.2 

5.4 

25.7 

26.6 

38.0 

(1) Very fair 

(2) Very fair / fair 

(3) Fair 

(4) Not at all fair / fair 

(5) Not at all fair 

6.2 

8.0 

38.8 

28.9 

18.1 

(1) Very fair 

(2) Very fair / fair 

(3) Fair 

(4) Not at all fair / fair 

(5) Not at all fair 

9.7 

8.5 

43.1 

20.2 

18.4 

(1) Very fair 

(2) Very fair / fair 

(3) Fair 

(4) Not at all fair / fair 

(5) Not at all fair 

14.6 

9.1 

27.9 

19.8 

28.5 

(1) Very fair 

(2) Very fair / fair 

(3) Fair 

(4) Not at all fair / fair 

(5) Not at all fair 
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Table Number 49a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q18d) I'm going to read you a list of groups.  Please tell me if you 

think they pay more than their fair share, less than their fair share, or 

about their fair share in federal taxes. You and your family 

Sample Size 1,339 

Frequencies Percent Percent 

45.1 

2.8 

48.3 

3.7 

―Pay more than their fair share‖ (Q18d = 1)  

―Less than their fair share‖ (Q18d = 2) 

―About their fair share‖ (Q18d = 3)  

DK/Refused (Q18a = 8 or Q18d = 9) 
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Table Number 50a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q26) Compared with the current graduated income tax system, do you 

think a tax system where everyone, regardless of how much they earn, 

is taxed at the same flat rate would be more fair or less fair, or wouldn't 

it make a difference? 

Sample Size 1,339 

Frequencies Percent Response 

32.5 

32.6 

7.2 

27.8 

―More fair‖ (Q26 = 1)  

―Less fair‖ (Q26 = 2) 

―No difference‖ (Q26 = 3) 

―Don‘t know enough to say‖ (Q26 = 4 or Q26 = 9)  
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Table Number 51a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; March 2008 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q73) Some members of Congress have proposed increasing federal 

income taxes for households making more than $250,000 a year. Under 

this plan, Congress would use the money raised by these new taxes to 

pay for new government programs and for tax cuts for households 

making less money. Do you think this is a good idea or a bad idea? 

Sample Size 1,368 

Frequencies Percent Response 

57.7 

37.7 

4.6 

―Good idea‖ (Q73 = 1) 

―Bad idea‖ (Q73 = 2) 

DK/NA (Q73 = 9) 
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Table Number 52a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  CNN; May 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q13) As you may know, the federal income tax cuts passed into law 

since George W. Bush became president are set to expire within the 

next several years. Would you favor or oppose making those tax cuts 

permanent? 

Sample Size 1,028 

Frequencies Percent Response 

57.3 

36.8 

5.9 

―Favor‖ (Q13 = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q13 = 2) 

DK/Refused (Q13 = 9) 
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Table Number 53a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; March 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q16) Many of the tax cuts passed in 2001 were temporary and are set 

to expire in a few years. Should those tax cuts be made permanent or 

should they be allowed to expire? 

Sample Size 1,362 

Frequencies Percent Response 

43.4 

39.7 

5.1 

11.8 

―Made permanent‖ (Q16 = 1) 

―Allowed to expire‖ (Q16 = 2) 

―Depends‖ (Q16 = 3) 

DK/NA (Q16 = 9) 
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Table Number 54a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; January 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q41) Many of the tax cuts passed in 2001 were temporary and are set 

to expire in a few years. Should those tax cuts be made permanent or 

should they be allowed to expire? 

Sample Size 1,184 

Frequencies Percent Response 

39.5 

38.7 

6.6 

15.2 

―Made permanent‖ (Q41 = 1) 

―Allowed to expire‖ (Q41 = 2) 

―Depends‖ (Q41 = 3) 

DK/NA (Q41 = 9) 
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Table Number 55a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  ABC News – Washington Post; March 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q34) On another subject, do you think the tax cuts approved in Bush‘s 

first term (should be made permanent), or (should be allowed to expire 

in order to reduce the deficit)? 

Sample Size 1,001 

Frequencies Percent Response 

39.6 

53.9 

6.5 

―Made permanent‖ (Q34 = 1)  

―Allowed to expire in order to reduce the deficit‖ (Q34 = 2) 

DK/No Opinion (Q34 = 3)  
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Table Number 56a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; January 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q39) Many of the tax cuts passed in 2001 were temporary and are set 

to expire this year. Should those tax cuts be made permanent or should 

they be allowed to expire? 

Sample Size 1,118 

Frequencies Percent Response 

47.1 

39.6 

3.6 

9.7 

―Made permanent‖ (Q39 = 1)  

―Allowed to expire‖ (Q39 = 2)  

―Depends‖ (Q39 = 3)  

DK/NA (Q39 = 9)  
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Table Number 57a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  NBC News – Wall Street Journal; December 1996 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q13a) If Congress and the President cut taxes next year, which of these 

do you think is the better approach -- an across-the-board cut in income 

tax rates for all taxpayers, OR targeted tax cuts for specific types of 

people, such as increasing the tax credit for families with young 

children or those paying for college tuition? 

Sample Size 1,005 

Frequencies Percent Response 

44.7 

45.7 

3.4 

6.2 

―Across-the-board cut in income tax rates‖ (Q13a = 1)  

―Targeted tax cuts‖ (Q13a = 2  

―Both equal‖ (Q13a = 3)  

Neither/Not Sure (Q13a = 4 or Q13a = 5)  
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Table Number 58a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  Time – CNN; March 1997 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q13) If you had to choose, would you rather see the current federal 

income tax system replaced by a completely new tax system, would you 

rather see major reforms made to the current system without completely 

replacing it, or would you rather see minor reforms made to the current 

system? 

Sample Size 1,018 

Frequencies Percent Response 

21.4 

41.0 

29.6 

0.9 

7.0 

―Completely replace current system‖ (Q13 = 1)  

―Major changes‖ (Q13 = 2)  

―Minor changes‖ (Q13 = 3) 

―No changes‖ (Q13 = 4) 

Not sure (Q13 = 5)  
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Table Number 59a 

Predicting Support for general tax reform 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q8) Which of the following statements comes closest to expressing 

your overall view of the federal tax system in this country? (1) On the 

whole, the federal tax system works pretty well and Congress should 

make only minor changes to make it work better. (2) There is so much 

wrong with the federal tax system that Congress should completely 

change it. 

Sample Size 1,339 

Frequencies Percent Response 

44.1 

 

 

52.0 

 

3.8 

―On the whole, the federal tax system works pretty well and 

Congress should make only minor changes to make it work 

better.‖ (Q8 = 1) 

―There is so much wrong with the federal tax system that 

Congress should completely change it.‖ (Q8 = 2) 

DK/Refused (Q8 = 8 or Q8 = 9) 
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Table Number 60a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe Support for completely changing the tax code (Q8 = 2) 

Question Text (Q10) As you may know, the current income tax law allows people to 

take deductions for things like financing a home, giving to charities, 

and buying health insurance. Some people approve of using the tax 

system to encourage these kinds of things. Others believe the tax system 

should be used only to raise money. What about you? Do you think the 

tax system should be used to encourage these kinds of things, or not? 

Sample Size 697 

Frequencies Percent Response 

66.4 

29.3 

4.3 

―Should be used to encourage these kinds of things‖ (Q10 = 

1)  

―Should not be used to encourage these kinds of things‖ 

(Q10 =2) 

DK/Refused (Q10 = 8 or Q10 = 9) 
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Table Number 61a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe Supporters of a flat tax (Q25 = 1) (only ½ of full survey also) 

Question Text (Q30) Would you still favor a flat-rate tax if it meant taxpayers could 

not deduct certain things from their income, including their mortgage 

interest payments and gifts to charity? 

Sample Size 244 

Frequencies Percent Response 

68.4 

29.6 

2.0 

―Would favor‖ (Q30 = 1)  

―Would not favor‖ (Q30 = 2) 

DK/Refused (Q30 = 8 or Q30 = 9)  
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Table Number 62a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe Supporters of a flat tax (Q25 = 1) (only ½ of full survey also) 

Question Text (Q31) Would you still favor a flat-rate tax if it meant taxpayers could 

not deduct anything from their income EXCEPT their mortgage interest 

payments and gifts to charity? 

Sample Size 241 

Frequencies Percent Response 

74.3 

18.9 

6.8 

―Would favor‖ (Q31 = 1)  

―Would not favor‖ (Q31 = 2) 

DK/Refused (Q31 = 8 or Q31 = 9)  
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Table Number 63a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; November 2004 

Universe Supporters of flat tax when asked as stand-alone (Q21 = 1) 

Question Text (Q83) What if the flat tax eliminated the home mortgage deduction, 

then would you favor or oppose replacing the current income tax 

system with one flat tax rate, or don't you know enough about it yet to 

say? 

Sample Size 232 

Frequencies Percent Response 

30.5 

13.7 

48.4 

7.5 

―Favor‖ (Q83 = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q83 = 2) 

―Don‘t know enough to say‖ (Q83 = 3) 

DK/NA (Q83 = 9) 
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Table Number 64a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  Time – CNN; January 1996 

Universe Supporters of flat tax when asked as stand-alone (Q9 = 1) 

Question Text (Q10c) ―Now suppose each of the following were the only additional 

provisions added to the flat tax proposal I just described. Do you favor 

or oppose a flat tax system in which all but the low-income Americans 

pay the same percentage of their income in taxes if the new flat tax 

system [Eliminated all tax deductions for home mortgages]? 

Sample Size 382 

Frequencies Percent Response 

36.6 

54.3 

9.2 

―Favor‖ (Q10c = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q10c = 2) 

―Not sure‖ (Q10c = 3) 
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Table Number 65a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  Time – CNN; January 1996 

Universe Supporters of flat tax when asked as stand-alone (Q9 = 1) 

Question Text (Q10f) ―Now suppose each of the following were the only additional 

provisions added to the flat tax proposal I just described. Do you favor 

or oppose a flat tax system in which all but the low-income Americans 

pay the same percentage of their income in taxes if the new flat tax 

system [Eliminated all tax deductions for state and local taxes, 

including property tax]? 

Sample Size 382 

Frequencies Percent Response 

43.3 

49.7 

7.0 

―Favor‖ (Q10f = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q10f = 2) 

―Not sure‖ (Q10f = 3) 
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Table Number 66a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  CNN – USA Today; November 1997 

Universe Supporters of flat tax when asked as stand-alone (Q27a = 1 or Q27b = 

1) 

Question Text (Q28a) ―A tax system in which all Americans pay the same percentage 

of their income in taxes is often referred to as a flat tax. In order to have 

a flat tax system, would you favor or oppose eliminating each of the 

following deductions from the tax code: [The deduction on interest for 

home mortgages]? 

Sample Size 518 

Frequencies Percent Response 

43.4 

52.9 

3.7 

―Favor‖ (Q28a = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q28a= 2) 

―Not sure‖ (Q28a = 3) 
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Table Number 67a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  Kaiser Family Foundation; April 2009 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q17) Right now, workers do not pay taxes on the money that their 

employer puts into their health insurance benefits. Some policymakers 

are proposing that workers with the most generous health care benefits 

SHOULD pay taxes on a share of the money the employer puts into that 

health insurance, with those taxes helping to pay for health care reform 

including covering more of the uninsured. Do you favor or oppose 

changing the law so that workers with the most generous health care 

benefits would pay taxes on the money their employer puts toward their 

coverage? 

Sample Size 1,203 

Frequencies Percent Response 

17.1 

24.2 

15.8 

36.5 

6.3 

―Strongly favor‖ (Q17 = 1) 

―Somewhat favor‖ (Q17 = 2) 

―Strongly oppose‖ (Q17 = 3) 

―Somewhat oppose‖ (Q17 = 4) 

DK/Refused (Q17 = 9)  



181 

 

 

Table Number 68a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  Kaiser Family Foundation; April 2009 

Universe Those supporting health care reform generally (Q5b = 1) 

Question Text (Q17) Right now, workers do not pay taxes on the money that their 

employer puts into their health insurance benefits. Some policymakers 

are proposing that workers with the most generous health care benefits 

SHOULD pay taxes on a share of the money the employer puts into that 

health insurance, with those taxes helping to pay for health care reform 

including covering more of the uninsured. Do you favor or oppose 

changing the law so that workers with the most generous health care 

benefits would pay taxes on the money their employer puts toward their 

coverage? 

Sample Size 675 

Frequencies Percent Response 

20.2 

30.2 

15.7 

26.5 

7.4 

―Strongly favor‖ (Q17 = 1) 

―Somewhat favor‖ (Q17 = 2) 

―Strongly oppose‖ (Q17 = 3) 

―Somewhat oppose‖ (Q17 = 4) 

DK/Refused (Q17 = 9)  
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Table Number 69a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  Kaiser Family Foundation; April 2009 

Universe Those opposing taxation of employer-provided health insurance (Q17 = 

3 or Q17 = 4) 

Question Text (Q18a) What if you heard that the current policy [is unfair because, 

right now, those Americans who buy their own health insurance instead 

of getting it through an employer don‘t get a tax break]. Would you still 

oppose changing the tax treatment of the health insurance benefits 

people get at work, or would you now favor it? 

Sample Size 629 

Frequencies Percent Response 

61.0 

29.4 

9.6 

―Still oppose‖ (Q18a = 1) 

―Favor‖ (Q18a = 2) 

DK/Refused (Q18a = 9)  
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Table Number 70a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  Kaiser Family Foundation; April 2009 

Universe Those opposing taxation of employer-provided health insurance (Q17 = 

3 or Q17 = 4) 

Question Text (Q18b) What if you heard that the current policy [is unfair because 

higher-wage workers get a bigger tax break than lower-wage workers]. 

Would you still oppose changing the tax treatment of the health 

insurance benefits people get at work, or would you now favor it? 

Sample Size 629 

Frequencies Percent Response 

70.3 

22.1 

7.6 

―Still oppose‖ (Q18b = 1) 

―Favor‖ (Q18b = 2) 

DK/Refused (Q18b = 9)  
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Table Number 71a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  Kaiser Family Foundation; April 2009 

Universe Those supporting taxation of employer-provided health insurance (Q17 

= 1 or Q17 = 2) 

Question Text (Q19a) What if you heard that changing the tax treatment of workers‘ 

health benefits would [mean fewer employers would offer health 

insurance]? Would you still favor changing it, or would you now 

oppose it? 

Sample Size 497 

Frequencies Percent Response 

38.4 

54.9 

6.7 

―Still favor‖ (Q19a = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q19a = 2) 

DK/Refused (Q19a = 9)  
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Table Number 72a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  Kaiser Family Foundation; April 2009 

Universe Those supporting taxation of employer-provided health insurance (Q17 

= 1 or Q17 = 2) 

Question Text (Q19b) What if you heard that changing the tax treatment of workers‘ 

health benefits would [lead to less generous health insurance coverage 

for some workers]? Would you still favor changing it, or would you 

now oppose it? 

Sample Size 497 

Frequencies Percent Response 

41.7 

52.4 

5.9 

―Still favor‖ (Q19b = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q19b = 2) 

DK/Refused (Q19b = 9)  
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Table Number 73a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; January 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q43) Currently, income from investments and interest is generally 

taxed less than income from wages and salaries. Do you think income 

from investments should be taxed more than income from salaries, less 

than income from salaries, or should income from investments be taxed 

about the same as income from salaries? 

Sample Size 1,118 

Frequencies Percent Response 

11.8 

27.8 

53.9 

6.4 

―More‖ (Q43 = 1)  

―Less‖ (Q43 = 2) 

―Same‖ (Q43 = 3)  

DK/NA (Q43 = 9) 
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Table Number 74a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  Newsweek; April 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q14) Now, thinking specifically about the issue of global warming… 

Do you think most climate scientists agree that the earth has been 

warming in recent years, OR do you think there is a lot of disagreement 

among climate scientists about whether the earth has been warming? 

Sample Size 1,002 

Frequencies Percent Response 

52.3 

38.5 

9.2 

―Most scientists agree‖ (Q14 = 1)  

―A lot of disagreement‖ (Q14 = 2) 

DK/Refused (Q14 = 9)  
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Table Number 75a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  Newsweek; August 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q15) Do you think most climate scientists agree that human activities, 

such as burning coal and oil, are a major cause of global warming, OR 

do you think there is a lot of disagreement among climate scientists 

about whether human activities are a major cause? 

Sample Size 1,002 

Frequencies Percent Response 

46.7 

41.7 

11.6 

―Most scientists agree‖ (Q15 = 1)  

―A lot of disagreement‖ (Q15 = 2) 

DK/Refused (Q15 = 9)  
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Table Number 76a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  ABC News – Stanford; April 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q30) Do you think most scientists agree with one another about 

whether or not global warming is happening, or do you think there is a 

lot of disagreement among scientists on this issue? 

(Q31)Do you think most scientists believe that global warming is 

happening or is not happening? 

Sample Size 1,002 

Frequencies Percent Response 

39.5 

  0.5 

  0.0 

56.2 

  3.8 

―Most agree‖ and ―Is happening‖ (Q30 = 1 and Q31 = 1) 

―Most agree‖ and ―Is not happening‖ (Q30 = 1 and Q31 = 2) 

―Most agree‖ and DK/No Opinion (Q30 = 1 and Q31 = 8) 

―A lot of disagreement‖ (Q30 = 2) 

DK/No opinion (Q30 = 8) 
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Table Number 77a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  ABC News – Stanford; April 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q11) How much do you trust the things that scientists say about the 

environment - completely, a lot, a moderate amount, a little, or not at 

all? 

Sample Size 1,002 

Frequencies Percent Response 

 4.9 

26.9 

43.1 

18.8 

  5.1 

  1.3 

―Completely‖ (Q11 = 1) 

―A lot‖ (Q11 = 2) 

―A moderate amount‖ (Q11 = 3) 

―A little‖ (Q11 = 4) 

―Not at all‖ (Q11 = 5) 

DK/No opinion (Q11 = 8) 
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Table Number 78a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  Newsweek; August 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q16) Which of the following BEST describes your views about global 

warming and climate change? Do you think climate change… 

Sample Size 1,002 

Frequencies Percent Response 

45.7 

4.3 

11.9 

20.7 

 

9.5 

7.9 

―Is already happening because of global warming‖ (Q16 = 

1) 

―Will happen in the next few years‖ (Q16 = 2) 

―Will happen in your lifetime‖ (Q16 = 3) 

―Will not happen in your lifetime but will affect future 

generations‖ (Q16 = 4) 

―Will never happen because of global warming?‖ (Q16 = 5) 

DK/Refused (Q16 = 9) 
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Table Number 79a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  CNN; June 2008 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q40) Which of the following statements comes closest to your view of 

global warming? 

Sample Size 1,035 

Frequencies Percent Response 

54.1 

 

 

21.6 

 

 

22.8 

 

1.4 

―Global warming is a proven fact and is mostly caused by 

emissions from cars and industrial facilities such as power 

plants and factories‖ (Q40 = 1)   

―Global warming is a proven fact and is mostly caused by 

natural changes that have nothing to do with emissions from 

cars and industrial facilities‖ (Q40 = 2) 

―Global warming is a theory that has not yet been proven‖  

(Q40 = 3) 

DK/Refused (Q40 = 9) 
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Table Number 80a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  NBC News – Wall Street Journal; January 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q29) From what you know about global climate change or global 

warming, which one of the following statements comes closest to your 

opinion? 

Sample Size 1,007 

Frequencies Percent Response 

34.2 

 

29.9 

 

25.1 

 

7.5 

3.3 

―Global climate change has been established as a serious 

problem, and immediate action is necessary‖ (Q29 = 1) 

―There is enough evidence that climate change is taking place 

and some action should be taken‖ (Q29 = 2) 

―We don't know enough about global climate change, and 

more research is necessary before we take any actions‖ (Q29 

= 3) 

―Concern about global climate change is unwarranted‖ (Q29 

= 4) 

―Not sure‖ (Q29 = 5) 
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Table Number 81a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  ABC News – Stanford – Washington Post; April 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q28)  Do you think the federal government should do more than it‘s 

doing now to try to deal with global warming, should do less than it‘s 

doing now, or is it doing about the right amount? 

Sample Size 1,002 

Frequencies Percent Response 

49.3 

20.2 

21.0 

2.0 

4.9 

2.5 

―Much more‖ (Q28 = 1) 

―Somewhat more‖ (Q28 = 2) 

―Doing about the right amount‖ (Q28 = 3) 

―Somewhat less‖ (Q28 = 4) 

―Much less‖ (Q28 = 5) 

DK/No opinion (Q28 = 8) 
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Table Number 82a 

Predicting Individual belief that government can address the issue of climate 

change 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; April 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q53) Is reducing global warming something the federal government 

can do a lot about, can do something about, or cannot do much about? 

Sample Size 1,052 

Frequencies Percent Response 

40.4 

42.1 

14.0 

0.9 

2.7 

―A lot‖ (Q53 = 1) 

―Something‖ (Q53 = 2) 

―Not much‖ (Q53 = 3) 

―Nothing at all‖ (Q53 = 4) 

DK/NA (Q53 = 9) 
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Table Number 83a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; February 2006 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q66) Would you favor or oppose an increased federal tax on gasoline? 

Sample Size 1,018 

Frequencies Percent Response 

12.1 

84.8 

3.1 

―Favor‖ (Q66 = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q66 = 2) 

DK/NA (Q66 = 9)  
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Table Number 84a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; April 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q56) In order to cut down on energy consumption and reduce global-

warming, would you favor or oppose an increased federal tax on 

gasoline?  

Sample Size 1,052 

Frequencies Percent Response 

38.1 

57.6 

4.3 

―Favor‖ (Q56 = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q56 = 2) 

DK/NA (Q56 = 9)  
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Table Number 85a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; April 2007 

Universe Those believing that government can do something to combat global 

warming (Q53 = 1 or Q53 = 2) 

Question Text (Q56) In order to cut down on energy consumption and reduce global-

warming, would you favor or oppose an increased federal tax on 

gasoline?  

Sample Size 868 

Frequencies Percent Response 

43.7 

52.5 

3.8 

―Favor‖ (Q56 = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q56 = 2) 

DK/NA (Q56 = 9)  
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Table Number 86a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; February 2006 

Universe Those opposing gas tax increase generally, when supplemented with no 

information (Q66 = 2) 

Question Text (Q69) What if the increased tax on gasoline would cut down on energy 

consumption and reduce global warming, then would you favor or 

oppose an increased federal tax on gasoline?  

Sample Size 863 

Frequencies Percent Response 

54.8 

38.6 

6.6 

―Favor‖ (Q69 = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q69 = 2) 

DK/NA (Q69 = 9)  

 



200 

 

 

Table Number 87a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; February 2006 

Universe Those opposing gas tax increase generally, when supplemented with no 

information (Q66 = 2) 

Question Text (Q68) What if the increased tax on gasoline would reduce the United 

States' dependence on foreign oil, then would you favor or oppose an 

increased federal tax on gasoline? 

Sample Size 863 

Frequencies Percent Response 

50.7 

41.4 

7.8 

―Favor‖ (Q68 = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q68 = 2) 

DK/NA (Q68 = 9)  
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Table Number 88a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; March 2008 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q74) On balance, do you think trade with other countries -- both 

buying and selling products -- is good for the U.S. economy, or is it bad 

for the U.S. economy, or does it have no effect?  

Sample Size 1,368 

Frequencies Percent Response 

57.7 

31.5 

6.3 

4.5 

―Good‖ (Q74 = 1)  

―Bad‖ (Q74 = 2) 

―No effect‖ (Q74 = 3)  

DK/NA (Q74 = 9)  
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Table Number 89a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  NPR-Kaiser-Harvard; Summer 2004  

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q20) Do you think most recent immigrants pay their fair share of 

taxes, or not? 

Sample Size 1,888 

Frequencies Percent Response 

32.7 

57.5 

9.8 

―Yes, pay their fair share of taxes‖ (Q20 = 1)  

―No, do not pay their fair share of taxes‖ (Q20 = 2) 

DK/Refused (Q20 = 8 or Q20 = 9)  
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Table Number 90a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; April 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q55) In order to cut down on energy consumption and reduce global-

warming, do you favor or oppose requiring car manufacturers to 

produce cars that are more energy efficient? 

Sample Size 1,052 

Frequencies Percent Response 

92.0 

5.8 

2.1 

―Favor‖ (Q55 = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q55 = 2) 

DK/NA (Q55 = 9)  
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Table Number 91a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; April 2007 

Universe Those believing that government can do something to combat global 

warming (Q53 = 1 or Q53 = 2) 

Question Text (Q55) In order to cut down on energy consumption and reduce global-

warming, do you favor or oppose requiring car manufacturers to 

produce cars that are more energy efficient? 

Sample Size 868 

Frequencies Percent Response 

95.1 

2.9 

2.0 

―Favor‖ (Q55 = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q55 = 2) 

DK/NA (Q55 = 9)  
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Table Number 92a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; April 2007 

Universe Those supporting tighter CAFÉ standards (Q55 = 1) 

Question Text (Q56) In order to cut down on energy consumption and reduce global-

warming, would you favor or oppose an increased federal tax on 

gasoline?  

Sample Size 968 

Frequencies Percent Response 

40.8 

55.2 

3.9 

―Favor‖ (Q56 = 1) 

―Oppose‖ (Q56 = 2) 

DK/NA (Q56 = 9)  
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Table Number 93a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; February 2006 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q32) In order to cut down on energy consumption and reduce global-

warming, which would you prefer -- requiring car manufacturers to 

produce cars that are more energy efficient OR imposing an increased 

federal tax on gasoline? 

Sample Size 1,018 

Frequencies Percent Response 

87.5 

7.6 

4.9 

―More energy efficient cars‖ (Q32 = 1)  

―Federal tax on gasoline‖ (Q32 = 2) 

DK/NA (Q32 = 9)  
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Table Number 94a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  CNN; April 2009 

Universe All surveyed (½ of survey only) 

Question Text (Q25) A proposal called "cap and trade" would allow the federal 

government to limit the emissions from industrial facilities such as 

power plants and factories that some people believe cause global 

warming. Companies that exceed the limit could avoid fines or higher 

taxes by paying money to other companies that produced fewer 

emissions than allowed. Would you favor or oppose this proposal? 

Sample Size 1,014 

Frequencies Perce

nt 

Response 

44.1 

51.2 

4.7 

―Favor‖ (Q25 = 1)  

―Oppose‖ (Q25 = 2) 

DK/Undecided/Refused (Q25 = 9)  
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Table Number 95a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  CNN; June 2008 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q41) One plan to reduce global warming would have the government 

set a limit on the amount of those emissions that companies could 

produce each year. Companies that exceed that limit would face fines 

or higher taxes, but they could avoid those penalties by paying money 

to other companies that produced fewer emissions than allowed. Would 

you favor or oppose this proposal?  

Sample Size 1,035 

Frequencies Percent Response 

51.7 

45.5 

2.9 

―Favor‖ (Q41 = 1)  

―Oppose‖ (Q41 = 2) 

DK/Undecided/Refused (Q41 = 9)  
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Table Number 96a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  CNN; June 2008 

Universe Belief that human activity is contributing to global warming (Q40 = 1) 

Question Text (Q41) One plan to reduce global warming would have the government 

set a limit on the amount of those emissions that companies could 

produce each year. Companies that exceed that limit would face fines 

or higher taxes, but they could avoid those penalties by paying money 

to other companies that produced fewer emissions than allowed. 

Would you favor or oppose this proposal?  

Sample Size 560 

Frequencies Perce

nt 

Response 

61.7 

36.7 

1.6 

―Favor‖ (Q41 = 1)  

―Oppose‖ (Q41 = 2) 

DK/Undecided/Refused (Q41 = 9)  
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Table Number 97a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  Gallup; May 2008 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q41) Do you favor or oppose a proposal that would suspend the 

federal tax on gasoline during the coming summer months? 

Sample Size 1,017 

Frequencies Percent Response 

54.3 

41.7 

3.4 

0.6 

―Favor‖ (Q41 = 1)  

―Oppose‖ (Q41 = 2) 

DK (Q41 = 3)  

Refused (Q41 = 4)  
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Table Number 98a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Washington Post; February 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q6) Do you happen to know who pays Social Security taxes: is it 

workers, employers, or both workers and employers? 

Sample Size  1,236 

Frequencies Percent Response 

18.6 

3.1 

76.5 

1.7 

―Workers‖ (Q6 = 1)  

―Employers‖ (Q6 = 2) 

―Both workers and employers‖ (Q6 = 3) 

DK/NA (Q6 = 8 or Q6 = 9) 
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Table Number 99a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Washington Post; February 2005 

Universe All those providing response to question of employment status (Q7 < 8) 

Question Text (Q8) To the best of your knowledge, do you pay Social Security taxes, 

or not? 

Sample Size 1,219 

Frequencies Percent Response 

55.1 

 

13.5 

 

4.4 

25.8 

 

0.0 

1.3 

―Yes, pay social security taxes‖ if employed (Q8 = 1 and 

(Q7 = 1 or Q7 = 2))  

―Yes, pay social security taxes‖ if not employed (Q8 = 1 and 

(Q7 ≠ 1 and Q7 ≠ 2))  

―No, do not pay‖ if employed (Q8 = 2 and (Q7 =1 or Q7 = 

2))  

―No, do not pay‖ if not employed (Q8 = 2 and (Q7 ≠ 1 and 

Q7 ≠ 2)) 

―DK/NA‖ if employed ((Q8 = 8 or Q8 = 9) and (Q7 = 1 or 

Q7 = 2))  

―DK/NA‖ if not employed ((Q8 = 8 or Q8 = 9) and (Q7 ≠ 1 

and Q7 ≠ 2))  
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Table Number 100a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Survey  Kaiser-Harvard-Washington Post; February 2005 

Universe Those believing they pay Social Security taxes (Q8 = 1) 

Question Text (Q9) Do you happen to know what percentage of your income goes to 

Social Security taxes, including what you pay and what your employer 

pays?  

(Q9a) If yes, what percentage is that? 

(Q9b) I know not everyone pays attention to these things. We‘d just 

like people to give us a guess.  

Sample Size 840 

Frequencies Percent Response 

30.2 

7.7 

0.0 

57.1 

5.1 

―Yes‖ (Q9 = 1) and acceptable percentage (Q9a/Q9b ≤ .153)  

―Yes‖ (Q9 = 1) and not acceptable percentage (Q9a/Q9b > 

.153)  

―Yes‖ (Q9 = 1) and DK/Refused (Q9b = 998 or Q9b = 999) 

―No‖ (Q9 = 2)  

DK/Refused (Q9 = 8 or Q9 = 9)  
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Table Number 101a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Survey  Kaiser-Harvard-Washington Post; February 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q11) Which of these two statements do you think is more accurate? (1) 

Social security payroll taxes collected from workers today are used to 

pay benefits for current retirees; (2) Social Security payroll taxes paid 

by workers today are put into an account to pay for their OWN Social 

Security benefits when they retire? 

Sample Size 1,236 

Frequencies Percent Response 

72.6 

 

23.3 

 

 

0.8 

3.3 

―Social security payroll taxes collected from workers today 

are used to pay benefits for current retirees‖ (Q11 = 1) 

―Social Security payroll taxes paid by workers today are put 

into an account to pay for their OWN Social Security 

benefits when they retire‖ (Q11 = 2) 

―Neither‖ (Q11 = 3)  

DK/Refused (Q11 = 8 or Q11 = 9)  
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Table Number 102a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Survey  Kaiser-Harvard-Washington Post; February 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q12) On average, how much of a typical current retiree‘s income do 

you think comes from Social Security: Less than one-quarter, a quarter 

to a half, a half to three-quarters, or three-quarters or more? 

Sample Size 1,236 

Frequencies Percent Response 

16.9 

35.2 

26.1 

16.4 

5.5 

―Less than one-quarter‖ (Q12 = 1)  

―A quarter to a half‖ (Q12 = 2)  

―A half to three-quarters‖ (Q12 = 3) 

―Three-quarters or more‖ (Q12 = 4)  

DK/Refused (Q12 = 8 or Q12 = 9)  
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Table Number 103a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Survey  Kaiser-Harvard-Washington Post; February 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q14) Which of the following do you think best describes the surplus 

money in the Social Security trust fund? 

Sample Size 1,236  

Frequencies Percent Response 

17.9 

 

67.4 

 

9.7 

5.0 

―The money is kept by the government as cash in the bank‖ 

(Q14 = 1)  

―The money is loaned to the federal government and spent 

on other government programs‖ (Q14 = 2) 

―The money is invested in the stock market‖ (Q14 = 3) 

DK/Refused (Q14 = 8 or Q14 = 9) 
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Table Number 104a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q13) When you think of the federal taxes that you pay, do you think 

the amount deducted from your paycheck for Social Security and 

Medicare is part of the federal income tax, or isn‘t it part of the federal 

income tax, or don‘t you know enough to say? 

Sample Size 1,339 

Frequencies Percent Response 

29.7 

43.3 

27.1 

―It is part of the federal income tax‖ (Q13 = 1)  

―It is not part of the federal income tax‖ (Q13 = 2) 

―DK/Refused (Q13 = 3 or Q13 = 9)  
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Table Number 105a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q11) First, to the best of your knowledge, in the past two years has 

there or hasn‘t there been a federal income tax cut? 

Sample Size 1,339 

Frequencies Percent Response 

50.2 

32.6 

17.2 

―Has been‖ (Q11 = 1)  

―Has not been‖ (Q11 = 2) 

DK/Refused (Q11 = 8 or Q11 = 9)  
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Table Number 106a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; January 1996 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q50) Who do you think would benefit MOST from a flat tax system -- 

rich people, poor people, or middle income people? 

Sample Size 1,076 

Frequencies Percent Response 

59.2 

7.3 

20.9 

0.5 

2.7 

9.5 

―Rich people‖ (Q50 = 1)  

―Poor people‖ (Q50 = 2)  

―Middle income people‖ (Q50 = 3) 

―No one‖ (Q50 = 4) 

―All Equal‖ (Q50 = 5)  

DK/NA (Q50 = 9)  
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Table Number 107a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; November 2004 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q22) Who do you think would benefit MOST from a flat tax system -- 

rich people, poor people, or middle income people? 

Sample Size 885 

Frequencies Percent Response 

54.4 

5.9 

26.4 

0.4 

4.3 

8.6 

―Rich people‖ (Q22 = 1)  

―Poor people‖ (Q22 = 2) 

―Middle income people‖ (Q22 = 3) 

―No one‖ (Q22 = 4) 

―All equal ― (Q22 = 5)  

DK/NA (Q22 = 9)   

 



221 

 

 

Table Number 108a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; January 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q42) Who do you think would benefit MOST from a flat tax system -- 

rich people, poor people, or middle income people? 

Sample Size 1,118 

Frequencies Percent Response 

53.4 

6.4 

25.4 

0.5 

6.2 

8.1 

―Rich people‖ (Q42 = 1)  

―Poor people‖ (Q42 = 2)  

―Middle income people‖ (Q42 = 3) 

―No one‖ (Q42 = 4) 

―All equal ― (Q42 = 5)  

DK/NA (Q42 = 9)  
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Table Number 109a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q29) And do you think people with high incomes would generally pay 

more income tax, less income tax, or about the same amount of income 

tax as they pay now? 

Sample Size 1,339 

Frequencies Percent Response 

40.6 

34.7 

18.1 

6.6 

―More income tax‖ (Q29 = 1)  

―Less income tax‖ (Q29 = 2) 

―About the same amount of income tax…‖ (Q29 = 3)  

DK/NA (Q29 = 8 or Q29 = 9)  
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Table Number 110a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q59) And do you think people with high incomes would generally pay 

more income tax, less income tax, or about the same amount of income 

tax as they pay now? 

Sample Size 1,339 

Frequencies Percent Response 

40.6 

26.3 

23.4 

9.6 

―More income tax‖ (Q59 = 1)  

―Less income tax‖ (Q59 = 2) 

―About the same amount of income tax…‖ (Q59 = 3)  

DK/NA (Q59 = 8 or Q59 = 9)  
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Table Number 111a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q12) Generally speaking, how does the federal income tax system 

work? Are people with higher incomes taxed at a HIGHER 

PERCENTAGE of their income than people who make less money? Or 

does everyone pay the SAME PERCENTAGE of their income in 

income taxes? Or don‘t you know enough to say? 

Sample Size 1,339 

Frequencies Percent Response 

59.7 

 

11.4 

28.9 

―People with higher incomes are taxed at a HIGHER 

PERCENTAGE‖ (Q12 = 1)  

―Everyone pays the SAME PERCENTAGE‖ (Q12 = 2) 

DK/Refused (Q12 = 3 or Q12 = 9)  
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Table Number 112a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed (½ asked Q16; ½ asked Q17) 

Question Text (Q16) In the United States, which group do you think pays the highest 

percentage of their income in total federal taxes: high-income people, 

middle-income people, or lower-income people, or don‘t you know 

enough to say? 

(Q17) In the United States, which group do you think pays the highest 

percentage of their income in federal income taxes: high -income 

people, middle-income people, or lower-income people, or don‘t you 

know enough to say?  

Sample Size 1,339 

Frequencies Percent Response 

25.0 

51.4 

11.5 

12.2 

―High-income people‖ (Q16 = 1 or Q17 = 1)  

―Middle-income people‖ (Q16 = 2 or Q17 = 2) 

―Lower-income people‖ (Q16 = 3 or Q17 = 3)  

DK/Refused (Q16 = 4 or Q17 = 4 or Q16 = 9 or Q17 = 9)   
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Table Number 113a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q14a) And now I want to read a brief list of terms that are related to 

taxes and the federal tax system. For each, please tell me if you have 

heard the term and know what it means, have heard the term but don‘t 

know what it means, or have not heard the term. First/Next, 

[Progressive taxes]. Have you heard the term and know what it means, 

have you heard the term but don‘t know what it means, or have you not 

heard the term.   

Sample Size 1,339 

Frequencies Percent Response 

20.5 

23.4 

55.7 

0.3 

―Heard the term and know what it means‖ (Q14a = 1) 

―Heard the term but don‘t know what it means‖ (Q14a = 2) 

―Have not heard the term‖ (Q14a = 3) 

DK/Refused (Q14a = 8 or Q14a = 9) 
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Table Number 114a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q14b) And now I want to read a brief list of terms that are related to 

taxes and the federal tax system. For each, please tell me if you have 

heard the term and know what it means, have heard the term but don‘t 

know what it means, or have not heard the term. First/Next, [Payroll 

taxes]. Have you heard the term and know what it means, have you 

heard the term but don‘t know what it means, or have you not heard the 

term.   

Sample Size 1,339 

Frequencies Percent Response 

73.7 

16.7 

9.4 

0.3 

―Heard the term and know what it means‖ (Q14b = 1) 

―Heard the term but don‘t know what it means‖ (Q14b = 2) 

―Have not heard the term‖ (Q14b = 3) 

DK/Refused (Q14b = 8 or Q14b = 9) 
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Table Number 115a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q14c) And now I want to read a brief list of terms that are related to 

taxes and the federal tax system. For each, please tell me if you have 

heard the term and know what it means, have heard the term but don‘t 

know what it means, or have not heard the term. First/Next, [Value 

Added Tax, sometimes called a VAT]. Have you heard the term and 

know what it means, have you heard the term but don‘t know what it 

means, or have you not heard the term.   

Sample Size 1,339 

Frequencies Percent Response 

19.9 

20.4 

59.4 

0.4 

―Heard the term and know what it means‖ (Q14c = 1) 

―Heard the term but don‘t know what it means‖ (Q14c = 2) 

―Have not heard the term‖ (Q14c = 3) 

DK/Refused (Q14c = 8 or Q14c = 9) 
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Table Number 116a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q14e) And now I want to read a brief list of terms that are related to 

taxes and the federal tax system. For each, please tell me if you have 

heard the term and know what it means, have heard the term but don‘t 

know what it means, or have not heard the term. First/Next, [Earned 

Income Tax Credit]. Have you heard the term and know what it means, 

have you heard the term but don‘t know what it means, or have you not 

heard the term.   

Sample Size 1,339 

Frequencies Percent Response 

60.5 

28.0 

11.4 

0.1 

―Heard the term and know what it means‖ (Q14e = 1) 

―Heard the term but don‘t know what it means‖ (Q14e = 2) 

―Have not heard the term‖ (Q14e = 3) 

DK/Refused (Q14e = 8 or Q14e = 9) 
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Table Number 117a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q51) Do you think that most families have to pay the federal estate tax 

when someone dies or only a few families have to pay it? 

Sample Size 1,339 

Frequencies Percent Response 

49.1 

33.0 

17.9 

―Most families have to pay‖ (Q51 = 1)  

―Only a few families have to pay‖ (Q51 = 2) 

DK/Refused (Q51 = 8 or Q51 = 9)  
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Table Number 118a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; November 2002 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q39) Do you think the government can reduce the federal budget 

deficit and cut taxes at the same time? 

Sample Size 996 

Frequencies Percent Response 

42.3 

48.2 

9.5 

―Can‖ (Q39 = 1)  

―Cannot‖ (Q39 = 2) 

DK/NA (Q39 = 9)  
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Table Number 119a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q15) Compared with the citizens of Western European countries, do 

you think Americans pay a higher percentage of their income in taxes, a 

smaller percentage of their income in taxes, about the same percentage 

of their income in taxes, or don‘t you know enough to say? 

Sample Size 1,339 

Frequencies Percent Response 

20.8 

30.4 

6.4 

42.4 

―A higher percentage‖ (Q15 = 1)  

―A lower percentage‖ (Q15 = 2) 

―About the same percentage‖ (Q15 = 3)  

DK/Refused (Q15 = 4 or Q15 = 9)  
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Table Number 120a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Survey  Harris Interactive – March 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q660) In reality, what percentage of income do you think the typical 

American ACTUALLY PAYS in taxes -- that is, all, state, federal and 

local? 

Sample Size 2,013 

Frequencies Percent Response 

45.0 

55.0 

Acceptable range (Q660 > 20 and Q660 <= 35) 

Unacceptable range (Q660 <= 20 or Q660 < 35) 

 11.7 

18.8 

14.6 

17.9 

12.6 

10.1 

8.9 

5.6 

0-10% 

11-20% 

21-25% 

26-30% 

31-35% 

36-40% 

41-50% 

51%+ 
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Table Number 121a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text Knowledge score as calculated by Kaiser-NPR-Harvard 

Sample Size 1,339 

Frequencies Percent Response 

4.9 

6.1 

11.2 

11.0 

14.7 

9.9 

15.0 

8.8 

9.9 

4.7 

3.8 

KNOW = 0 (0 correct out of 10) 

KNOW = 1 (1 correct out of 10) 

KNOW = 2 (2 correct out of 10) 

KNOW = 3 (3 correct out of 10) 

KNOW = 4 (4 correct out of 10) 

KNOW = 5 (5 correct out of 10) 

KNOW = 6 (6 correct out of 10) 

KNOW = 7 (7 correct out of 10) 

KNOW = 8 (8 correct out of 10) 

KNOW = 9 (9 correct out of 10) 

KNOW = 10 (10 correct out of 10) 
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Table Number 122a 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Survey  Rasmussen Reports; May 2009 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text ―Does the cap-and-trade legislation address health care reform, 

environmental issues, or regulatory reform for Wall Street?‖ 

Sample Size 1,000 (likely voters) 

Frequencies Percent Response 

 17 

24 

29 

30 

Health care reform 

Environmental issues 

Regulatory reform on Wall Street 

Not sure 
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Appendix B 

(Crosstabs) 
 

Table Number 1b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of estate tax 

Survey  CBS – New York Times; March 2005 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q10) Currently the federal government taxes the assets -- that is, the 

property and money -- someone leaves when they die if the assets are 

worth more than a certain amount of money. Do you favor or oppose 

placing this tax on assets when someone dies? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q10 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 17.5% 1,764 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 21.6% 847 13.7% 917 

Female 13.7% 917 21.6% 847 

Age:     

18-29 22.9% 383 16.1% 1,369 

30-44 19.2% 517 16.9% 1,234 

45-64 14.4% 565 19.1% 1,187 

65+ 13.7% 287 18.3% 1,465 

Party:     

Republican 12.4% 548 19.8% 1,216 

Democrat 20.6% 609 15.8% 1,155 

Independent 18.9% 607 16.7% 1,157 

Income:     

Refused 19.1% 102 17.4% 1,662 

Low 16.1% 881 18.8% 883 

Middle 18.1% 586 17.2% 1,178 

High 20.8% 195 17.1% 1,569 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 11.3% 188 18.3% 1,558 

H.S. Grad 14.3% 555 19.1% 1,191 

Some College 18.9% 517 17.0% 1,229 

College Grad 22.3% 487 15.7% 1,260 
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Table Number 2b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of estate tax 

Survey CBS – New York Times; March 2005 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q11) What if the tax was only collected on estates worth more than 

$1.5 million? Then would you favor or oppose placing this tax on assets 

when someone dies? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q11 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 44.2% 1,764 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 44.1% 847 44.2% 917 

Female 44.2% 917 44.1% 847 

Age:     

18-29 41.2% 383 45.1% 1,369 

30-44 44.0% 517 44.4% 1,234 

45-64 45.6% 565 43.6% 1,187 

65+ 46.3% 287 43.9% 1,465 

Party:     

Republican 36.2% 548 47.7% 1,216 

Democrat 49.7% 609 41.2% 1,155 

Independent 45.7% 607 43.3% 1,157 

Income:     

Refused 51.6% 102 43.7% 1,662 

Low 45.3% 881 43.1% 883 

Middle 41.1% 586 45.7% 1,178 

High 44.5% 195 44.1% 1,569 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 45.0% 188 44.1% 1,558 

H.S. Grad 43.0% 555 44.8% 1,191 

Some College 41.7% 517 45.3% 1,229 

College Grad 48.0% 487 42.8% 1,260 

 



238 

 

 

Table Number 3b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of estate tax 

Survey  CBS – New York Times; March 2005 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q12) Under the current law, the federal tax on estates will be phased 

out between now and 2010, when there will be no tax on estates at all. 

Unless Congress acts, the tax cut will then expire and the tax will again 

be collected on estates worth more than $1 million. Which comes 

closest to your opinion: 1. The federal government should tax estates 

worth more than $1 million, OR 2. It should only tax estates worth 

more than $3.5 million, OR 3. The federal tax on all inheritances should 

be permanently eliminated? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Tax estates worth more than $1 million‖ OR ―Tax estates worth more 

than $3.5 million‖ (Q12 < 3) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 43.0% 1,764 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 40.5% 847 45.3% 917 

Female 45.3% 917 40.5% 847 

Age:     

18-29 41.8% 383 43.4% 1,369 

30-44 42.2% 517 43.5% 1,234 

45-64 44.4% 565 42.4% 1,187 

65+ 43.7% 287 43.0% 1,465 

Party:     

Republican 35.1% 548 46.6% 1,216 

Democrat 53.5% 609 37.5% 1,155 

Independent 39.6% 607 44.8% 1,157 

Income:     

Refused 38.9% 102 43.3% 1,662 

Low 41.9% 881 44.1% 883 

Middle 43.7% 586 42.7% 1,178 

High 48.3% 195 42.3% 1,569 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 41.6% 188 43.0% 1,558 

H.S. Grad 36.0% 555 46.0% 1,191 

Some College 42.7% 517 42.9% 1,229 

College Grad 51.3% 487 39.6% 1,260 
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Table Number 4b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Position changed on estate tax when provided with additional 

information relating to the extent of the estate tax (lack of knowledge 

on existing law) 

Survey  CBS – New York Times; March 2005 

Universe Those opposing estate tax when asked generally; no information 

regarding exemption (Q10 = 2) 

Question Text (Q12) Under the current law, the federal tax on estates will be phased 

out between now and 2010, when there will be no tax on estates at all. 

Unless Congress acts, the tax cut will then expire and the tax will again 

be collected on estates worth more than $1 million. Which comes 

closest to your opinion: 1. The federal government should tax estates 

worth more than $1 million, OR 2. It should only tax estates worth 

more than $3.5 million, OR 3. The federal tax on all inheritances should 

be permanently eliminated? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Tax estates worth more than $1 million‖ OR ―Tax estates worth more 

than $3.5 million‖ (Q12 < 3) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 36.2% 1,332 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 32.7% 627 39.3% 705 

Female 39.3% 705 32.7% 627 

Age:     

18-29 35.5% 258 36.3% 1,064 

30-44 34.0% 398 37.1% 924 

45-64 37.1% 454 33.5% 868 

65+ 39.0% 212 42.8% 1,110 

Party:     

Republican 28.9% 452 39.9% 880 

Democrat 44.8% 436 32.0% 896 

Independent 35.2% 444 36.7% 888 

Income:     

Refused 28.0% 73 36.6% 1,259 

Low 39.2% 661 33.2% 671 

Middle 33.1% 453 49.5% 879 

High 35.9% 145 64.1% 1,187 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 39.6% 152 35.4% 1,166 

H.S. Grad 31.7% 441 38.0% 877 

Some College 36.2% 380 38.2% 938 

College Grad 39.3% 346 38.4% 972 
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Table Number 5b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of estate tax 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All Asked Question (1/2 of survey) 

Question Text (Q47) There is a federal estate tax—that is, a tax on the money people 

leave when they die. Do you favor or oppose eliminating this tax, or 

don‘t you know enough to say? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q47 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 16.3% 674 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 17.8% 332 14.8% 342 

Female 14.8% 342 17.8% 332 

Age:     

18-29 18.1% 146 15.6% 516 

30-44 16.0% 270 16.2% 392 

45-64 18.1% 141 15.6% 522 

65+ 11.0% 105 17.1% 558 

Party:     

Republican 8.4% 183 19.2% 490 

Democrat 17.2% 242 15.7% 432 

Independent 21.2% 249 13.4% 425 

Income:     

Refused 11.0% 51 16.7% 623 

Low 15.5% 343 17.1% 331 

Middle 17.2% 204 15.9% 469 

High 20.8% 76 15.7% 598 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 7.8% 122 18.1% 548 

H.S. Grad 18.9% 208 15.0% 462 

Some College 13.2% 178 17.3% 491 

College Grad 22.5% 162 14.2% 508 
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Table Number 6b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of estate tax 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All Asked Question (1/2 of survey) 

Question Text (Q48) There is a federal estate tax that some people call the death tax. 

This is a tax on the money people leave when they die. Do you favor or 

oppose eliminating this tax, or don‘t you know enough to say? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q48 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 14.5% 665 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 17.9% 312 11.6% 353 

Female 11.6% 353 17.9% 312 

Age:     

18-29 14.6% 141 14.8% 515 

30-44 13.6% 269 15.6% 387 

45-64 20.3% 139 13.3% 518 

65+ 10.7% 108 15.5% 548 

Party:     

Republican 4.9% 192 18.5% 473 

Democrat 20.4% 204 12.0% 462 

Independent 17.1% 269 12.8% 396 

Income:     

Refused 10.4% 29 14.7% 636 

Low 14.1% 345 15.0% 320 

Middle 14.5% 229 14.6% 437 

High 18.9% 63 14.1% 602 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 18.2% 104 13.9% 561 

H.S. Grad 9.2% 217 17.1% 448 

Some College 11.5% 181 15.7% 484 

College Grad 22.8% 163 11.9% 503 
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Table Number 7b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of estate tax 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard, February 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q47) There is a federal estate tax—that is, a tax on the money people 

leave when they die. Do you favor or oppose eliminating this tax, or 

don‘t you know enough to say? 

(Q48) There is a federal estate tax that some people call the death tax. 

This is a tax on the money people leave when they die. Do you favor or 

oppose eliminating this tax, or don‘t you know enough to say? 

(Q52) Would you (still) favor eliminating the federal estate tax if it 

were collected only on estates worth $1 million or more? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q47 = 2 or Q48 = 2 or Q52 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 41.4% 1,339 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 43.5% 644 39.4% 695 

Female 39.4% 695 43.5% 644 

Age:     

18-29 44.1% 287 40.7% 1,032 

30-44 42.4% 539 40.7% 780 

45-64 43.4% 280 40.9% 1,039 

65+ 32.7% 213 43.1% 1,106 

Party:     

Republican 34.1% 376 44.2% 963 

Democrat 48.3% 445 37.9% 894 

Independent 40.7% 518 41.8% 821 

Income:     

Refused 37.4% 80 41.6% 1,259 

Low 37.3% 688 45.7% 651 

Middle 45.9% 433 39.2% 906 

High 49.7% 138 40.4% 1,201 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 32.8% 226 43.2% 1,109 

H.S. Grad 45.3% 425 39.6% 910 

Some College 34.7% 359 43.9% 976 

College Grad 49.8% 324 38.7% 1,011 
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Table Number 8b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of estate tax 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard, February 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q47) There is a federal estate tax—that is, a tax on the money people 

leave when they die. Do you favor or oppose eliminating this tax, or 

don‘t you know enough to say? 

(Q48) There is a federal estate tax that some people call the death tax. 

This is a tax on the money people leave when they die. Do you favor or 

oppose eliminating this tax, or don‘t you know enough to say? 

(Q52) Would you (still) favor eliminating the federal estate tax if it 

were collected only on estates worth $1 million or more? 

(Q53) Would you still favor eliminating the federal estate tax if it were 

collected only on estates worth $5 million or more? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q47 = 2 or Q48 = 2 or Q52 = 2 or Q53 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 52.4% 1,339 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 54.3% 644 50.6% 695 

Female 50.6% 695 54.3% 644 

Age:     

18-29 53.7% 287 52.3% 1,032 

30-44 51.9% 539 53.1% 780 

45-64 57.0% 280 51.4% 1,039 

65+ 47.2% 213 53.6% 1,106 

Party:     

Republican 46.1% 376 54.9% 963 

Democrat 59.6% 445 48.8% 894 

Independent 50.8% 518 53.4% 821 

Income:     

Refused 44.4% 80 52.9% 1,259 

Low 48.6% 688 56.4% 651 

Middle 59.1% 433 49.2% 906 

High 55.2% 138 52.1% 1,201 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 41.6% 226 54.7% 1,109 

H.S. Grad 56.1% 425 50.8% 910 

Some College 48.0% 359 54.1% 976 

College Grad     
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Table Number 9b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of estate tax 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard, February/March 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q47) There is a federal estate tax—that is, a tax on the money people 

leave when they die. Do you favor or oppose eliminating this tax, or 

don‘t you know enough to say? 

(Q48) There is a federal estate tax that some people call the death tax. 

This is a tax on the money people leave when they die. Do you favor or 

oppose eliminating this tax, or don‘t you know enough to say? 

(Q52) Would you (still) favor eliminating the federal estate tax if it 

were collected only on estates worth $1 million or more? 

(Q53) Would you still favor eliminating the federal estate tax if it were 

collected only on estates worth $5 million or more? 

(Q54) Would you still favor eliminating the federal estate tax if it were 

collected only on estates worth $25 million or more? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q47 = 2 or Q48 = 2 or Q52 = 2 or Q53 = 2 or Q54 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 59.6% 1,339 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 60.8% 644 58.5% 695 

Female 58.5% 695 60.8% 644 

Age:     

18-29 60.1% 287 59.7% 1,032 

30-44 59.6% 539 59.9% 780 

45-64 62.1% 280 59.1% 1,039 

65+ 56.7% 213 60.3% 1,106 

Party:     

Republican 53.7% 376 61.9% 963 

Democrat 66.6% 445 56.1% 894 

Independent 57.9% 518 60.7% 821 

Income:     

Refused 52.5% 80 60.1% 1,259 

Low 56.5% 688 62.9% 651 

Middle 66.1% 433 56.5% 906 

High 58.7% 138 59.7% 1,201 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 50.7% 226 61.5% 1,109 

H.S. Grad 64.6% 425 57.4% 910 

Some College 54.3% 359 61.7% 976 

College Grad 65.6% 324 57.8% 1,011 
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Table Number 10b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Position changed on estate tax when provided with additional 

information relating to the extent of the estate tax 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard, February/March 2003 

Universe Those favoring estate tax elimination in tables 5 and 6 (Q47 = 1 or Q48 

= 1) 

Question Text  (Q52) Would you (still) favor eliminating the federal estate tax if it 

were collected only on estates worth $1 million or more? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q52 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 33.9% 763 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 31.7% 373 36.0% 389 

Female 36.0% 389 31.7% 373 

Age:     

18-29 38.6% 129 33.0% 619 

30-44 34.1% 313 33.9% 435 

45-64 33.9% 181 44.2% 567 

65+ 29.0% 126 49.9% 622 

Party:     

Republican 32.2% 273 34.8% 490 

Democrat 43.3% 205 30.4% 557 

Independent 28.7% 284 37.0% 478 

Income:     

Refused 40.6% 40 33.5% 723 

Low 28.9% 342 38.0% 420 

Middle 38.2% 283 35.8% 480 

High 36.3% 97 53.1% 665 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 30.8% 84 34.3% 678 

H.S. Grad 41.9% 226 30.6% 536 

Some College 27.2% 252 35.5% 510 

College Grad 34.7% 200 35.3% 561 
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Table Number 11b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of estate tax 

Survey  Harris Interactive – Tax Foundation; March 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q715) Do you personally favor or oppose completely eliminating the 

estate tax - that is, the tax on property left by people who die? 

Dependent Response(s) Oppose (Q715 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 17.2% 2,013 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 17.6% 971 16.8% 1,042 

Female 16.8% 1,042 17.6% 971 

Age:     

18-29 17.8% 417 17.0% 1,596 

30-44 16.5% 528 17.4% 1,485 

45-64 17.0% 730 17.3% 1,283 

65+ 18.0% 338 17.0% 1,675 

Income:     

Refused 18.3% 365 16.9% 1,648 

Low 15.9% 799 18.0% 1,214 

Middle 18.1% 550 16.8% 1,463 

High 17.5% 299 17.1% 1,714 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 15.7% 82 17.3% 1,931 

H.S. Grad 14.7% 859 19.0% 1,154 

Some College 17.2% 560 17.2% 1,453 

College Grad 21.6% 511 15.7% 1,502 
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Table Number 12b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of estate tax 

Survey  Harris Interactive – Tax Foundation; March 2006 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q715) Do you personally favor or oppose completely eliminating the 

estate tax - that is, the tax on property left by people who die? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q715 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 18.6% 2,017 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 19.4% 975 17.9% 1,042 

Female 17.9% 1,042 19.4% 975 

Age:     

18-29 20.4% 442 18.1% 1,575 

30-44 18.9% 564 18.5% 1,453 

45-64 15.9% 684 20.0% 1,333 

65+ 21.5% 327 18.1% 1,690 

Income:     

Refused 16.9% 269 18.9% 1,748 

Low 16.5% 824 20.0% 1,193 

Middle 19.3% 577 18.3% 1,440 

High 23.7% 348 17.6% 1,669 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 18.6% 86 18.6% 1,931 

H.S. Grad 14.3% 874 21.9% 1,143 

Some College 17.6% 548 19.0% 1,469 

College Grad 27.0% 510 15.8% 1,507 
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Table Number 13b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of estate tax 

Survey  Harris Interactive – Tax Foundation; March 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q645) Do you personally favor or oppose completely eliminating the 

estate tax - that is, the tax on property left by people who die? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q645 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 19.1% 2,012 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 21.5% 1,008 16.7% 1,004 

Female 16.7% 1,004 21.5% 1,008 

Age:     

18-29 26.5% 437 17.1% 1,575 

30-44 13.7% 538 21.1% 1,474 

45-64 18.5% 699 19.5% 1,313 

65+ 19.5% 338 19.0% 1,674 

Income:     

Refused 16.7% 272 19.5% 1,740 

Low 19.9% 800 18.6% 1,212 

Middle 19.4% 587 19.0% 1,425 

High 18.8% 352 19.2% 1,660 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 27.8% 99 18.7% 1,913 

H.S. Grad 15.7% 770 21.3% 1,242 

Some College 20.6% 592 18.5% 1,420 

College Grad 20.8% 552 18.5% 1,460 
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Table Number 14b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of estate tax 

Survey  Harris Interactive – Tax Foundation; March 2009 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q645) Do you personally favor or oppose completely eliminating the 

estate tax - that is, the tax on property left by people who die? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q645 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 17.2% 2,002 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 17.8% 987 16.6% 1,015 

Female 16.6% 1,015 17.8% 987 

Age:     

18-29 19.3% 458 16.6% 1,544 

30-44 20.1% 491 16.3% 1,511 

45-64 15.6% 744 18.2% 1,258 

65+ 13.5% 309 17.9% 1,693 

Party:     

Republican 12.1% 605 19.5% 1,397 

Democrat 23.2% 785 13.4% 1,217 

Independent 14.6% 612 18.4% 1,390 

Income:     

Refused 14.5% 283 17.7% 1,719 

Low 16.7% 720 17.5% 1,282 

Middle 17.0% 584 17.4% 1,418 

High 20.4% 414 16.4% 1,588 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 12.7% 56 17.4% 1,946 

H.S. Grad 17.2% 746 17.3% 1,256 

Some College 14.2% 574 18.4% 1,428 

College Grad 20.5% 627 15.8% 1,375 
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Table Number 15b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of estate tax 

Survey  CBS – New York Times; March 2008 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q72) Currently the federal government taxes the estates -- that is, the 

property and money -- people leave when they die. In a few years, that 

tax will only apply to estates worth more than $3.5 million, and by 

2010 there would be no tax on any estate, no matter what it is worth. 

Which comes closer to your view? There should be no tax on any 

estate, OR The estate tax should be eliminated for most people, but kept 

in place for the very largest estates. 

Dependent Response(s) ―The estate tax should be eliminated for most people, but kept in place 

for the very largest estates‖ (Q72 = 2 or Q72 = 3) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 50.6% 1,368 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 49.1% 657 51.9% 711 

Female 51.9% 711 49.1% 657 

Age:     

18-29 53.9% 297 49.6% 1,071 

30-44 45.7% 401 52.6% 967 

45-64 49.7% 448 51.0% 920 

65+ 56.6% 222 49.4% 1,146 

Party:     

Republican 32.9% 352 56.7% 1,016 

Democrat 62.6% 554 42.4% 814 

Independent 49.6% 462 51.1% 906 

Income:     

Refused 44.5% 71 50.9% 1,297 

Low 53.6% 601 48.2% 767 

Middle 51.5% 468 50.1% 900 

High 42.6% 228 52.2% 1,140 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 55.8% 130 49.9% 1,233 

H.S. Grad 43.2% 463 54.2% 900 

Some College 45.0% 397 52.7% 966 

College Grad 63.4% 373 45.6% 990 
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Table Number 16b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of national retail sales tax 

Survey  Harris Interactive – Tax Foundation; March 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q710) Would you favor or oppose replacing part of the income tax 

with a nationwide sales tax? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q710 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 35.9% 2,013 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 35.6% 971 36.2% 1,042 

Female 36.2% 1,042 35.6% 971 

Age:     

18-29 30.9% 417 37.2% 1,596 

30-44 31.2% 528 37.6% 1,485 

45-64 37.3% 730 35.1% 1,283 

65+ 46.2% 338 33.8% 1,675 

Income:     

Refused 32.0% 365 36.8% 1,648 

Low 36.7% 799 35.4% 1,214 

Middle 35.3% 550 36.1% 1,463 

High 39.6% 299 35.2% 1,714 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 35.6% 82 35.9% 1,931 

H.S. Grad 34.2% 859 37.2% 1,154 

Some College 33.4% 560 36.8% 1,453 

College Grad 41.5% 511 34.0% 1,502 
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Table Number 17b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of national retail sales tax 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February/March 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q55) Some have suggested that the federal income tax be replaced 

with something like a national sales tax. Everything would cost more, 

but you would pay taxes only when you buy something.  Do you think 

this would be a good idea? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Bad idea‖ (Q55 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 37.5% 1,339 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 36.8% 644 38.2% 695 

Female 38.2% 695 36.8% 644 

Age:     

18-29 37.5% 287 37.8% 1,032 

30-44 39.0% 539 36.9% 780 

45-64 34.6% 280 38.6% 1,039 

65+ 39.0% 213 37.5% 1,106 

Party:     

Republican 34.5% 376 38.7% 963 

Democrat 42.2% 445 35.2% 894 

Independent 35.7% 518 38.7% 821 

Income:     

Refused 29.3% 80 38.0% 1,259 

Low 37.0% 688 38.1% 651 

Middle 38.7% 433 37.0% 906 

High 41.2% 138 37.1% 1,201 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 26.1% 226 39.9% 1,109 

H.S. Grad 35.9% 425 38.3% 910 

Some College 39.9% 359 36.7% 976 

College Grad 45.1% 324 35.1% 1,011 
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Table Number 18b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of national retail sales tax 

Survey  CNN – USA Today; November 1997 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q29) Another proposal for changing the tax system in this country is 

to eliminate the federal income tax and replace it with a national sales 

tax of around 15%, applied to all retail purchases. Would you favor or 

oppose that proposal? 

Dependent Response(s) Oppose (Q29 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 62.1% 1,019 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 59.2% 488 64.6% 531 

Female 64.6% 531 59.2% 488 

Age:     

18-29 66.2% 328 60.1% 680 

30-44 66.4% 226 60.8% 781 

45-64 55.8% 166 63.3% 841 

65+ 57.5% 287 63.9% 720 

Party:     

Republican 59.3% 288 63.2% 731 

Democrat 63.8% 369 61.1% 650 

Independent 62.6% 362 61.8% 657 

Income:     

Refused 49.0% 89 63.3% 930 

Low 65.2% 642 56.7% 377 

Middle 56.4% 172 63.2% 847 

High 62.9% 116 62.0% 903 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 57.4% 146 63.2% 867 

H.S. Grad 62.6% 341 62.2% 672 

Some College 67.5% 284 60.4% 729 

College Grad 59.0% 242 63.4% 771 
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Table Number 19b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of national retail sales tax 

Survey  NBC – Wall Street Journal; January 1998 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q14b) What is your reaction to a proposal to eliminate all federal 

income and payroll taxes and replace them with a new national sales 

tax of twenty-three percent -- is this something you strongly favor, 

somewhat favor, somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Strongly oppose‖ (Q14b = 3) or ―Somewhat oppose‖ (Q14b = 4) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 54.0% 498 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 55.1% 240 52.9% 258 

Female 52.9% 258 55.1% 240 

Age:     

18-29 61.9% 98 52.0% 397 

30-44 54.8% 167 53.6% 329 

45-64 47.2% 146 56.8% 350 

65+ 54.9% 85 53.8% 411 

Party:     

Republican 52.3% 104 54.4% 394 

Democrat 61.3% 151 50.8% 347 

Independent 50.1% 243 57.6% 255 

Income:     

Refused 48.4% 68 54.9% 429 

Low 58.3% 263 49.0% 234 

Middle 50.0% 86 54.8% 412 

High 48.6% 80 55.0% 418 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 52.5% 34 54.0% 461 

H.S. Grad 54.7% 206 53.4% 289 

Some College 61.6% 82 52.4% 413 

College Grad 49.6% 173 56.2% 322 
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Table Number 20b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of flat tax 

Survey  Harris – Tax Foundation; March 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q705) Would you favor or oppose a flat tax whereby everybody, 

whatever they earned, would pay income taxes on the same percentage 

of their income over some minimum level? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q705 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 20.9% 2,013 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 18.2% 971 23.3% 1,042 

Female 23.3% 1,042 18.2% 971 

Age:     

18-29 28.9% 417 18.8% 1,596 

30-44 22.5% 528 20.3% 1,485 

45-64 16.1% 730 23.6% 1,283 

65+ 18.8% 338 21.3% 1,675 

Income:     

Refused 19.2% 365 21.2% 1,648 

Low 22.0% 799 20.1% 1,214 

Middle 22.3% 550 20.3% 1,463 

High 17.2% 299 21.5% 1,714 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 28.6% 82 20.5% 1,931 

H.S. Grad 17.0% 859 23.7% 1,154 

Some College 21.9% 560 20.5% 1,453 

College Grad 25.0% 511 19.4% 1,502 
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Table Number 21b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of flat tax 

Survey  Time – CNN; January 1996 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q9) As you may know, some people have proposed changing the 

federal income tax system to a flat tax system, in which all Americans 

would pay the same percentage of their income in taxes, regardless of 

how much money they make. In general, do you favor or oppose that 

proposal? 

Dependent Response(s) Oppose (Q9 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 41.9% 800 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 38.6% 382 45.0% 418 

Female 45.0% 418 38.6% 382 

Age:     

18-29 44.0% 217 40.7% 578 

30-44 39.1% 297 43.1% 497 

45-64 38.8% 153 42.3% 641 

65+ 46.7% 128 40.6% 666 

Party:     

Republican 37.1% 211 43.7% 589 

Democrat 49.6% 232 38.8% 568 

Independent 39.8% 357 43.7% 443 

Income:     

Refused 53.1% 65 40.9% 735 

Low 42.9% 555 39.7% 245 

Middle 32.5% 104 43.3% 696 

High 38.0% 76 42.3% 724 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 48.1% 141 40.3% 653 

H.S. Grad 42.5% 267 41.3% 527 

Some College 34.6% 185 43.9% 609 

College Grad 42.8% 201 41.4% 593 
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Table Number 22b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of flat tax 

Survey  ABC News – Washington Post; August 1996 

Universe All Asked Question (1/2 of survey) 

Question Text (Q30J) I am going to read a few statements. Please tell me if you 

support or oppose each item I name. Do you support or oppose [A flat-

tax system, where everyone pays the same tax rate no matter what their 

income] 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q30J = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 47.8% 739 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 39.5% 349 55.3% 390 

Female 55.3% 390 39.5% 349 

Age:     

18-29 54.8% 131 46.3% 604 

30-44 45.6% 228 48.8% 507 

45-64 41.6% 240 50.8% 495 

65+ 55.9% 136 46.0% 599 

Party:     

Republican 42.0% 189 49.8% 550 

Democrat 58.9% 273 41.4% 466 

Independent 40.9% 277 52.0% 462 

Income:     

Refused 31.1% 36 48.7% 703 

Low 54.1% 178 45.8% 560 

Middle 48.6% 305 47.3% 434 

High 44.4% 220 49.3% 519 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 44.7% 142 48.6% 596 

H.S. Grad 44.7% 249 49.4% 490 

Some College 56.8% 145 45.7% 593 

College Grad 47.4% 203 48.0% 536 
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Table Number 23b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of flat tax 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; January 2005 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q41) The current income tax system taxes HIGHER income people at 

higher rates and LOWER income people at lower rates. Some people 

have proposed replacing that system with a flat tax which would tax 

people at ALL income levels at one, flat tax rate. Would you favor or 

oppose replacing the current income tax system with one flat tax rate or 

don't you know enough about it yet to say? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q41 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 32.7% 1,118 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 30.4% 537 34.9% 581 

Female 34.9% 581 30.4% 537 

Age:     

18-29 41.2% 243 30.5% 869 

30-44 32.6% 328 32.9% 784 

45-64 33.6% 359 32.5% 752 

65+ 20.5% 182 35.2% 930 

Party:     

Republican 28.1% 344 34.8% 774 

Democrat 36.4% 376 30.9% 742 

Independent 33.2% 398 32.4% 720 

Income:     

Refused 35.3% 65 32.6% 1,053 

Low 32.4% 540 33.1% 578 

Middle 34.1% 386 32.0% 732 

High 28.8% 126 33.2% 992 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 25.9% 103 33.6% 1,010 

H.S. Grad 29.6% 365 34.5% 748 

Some College 28.1% 332 34.9% 781 

College Grad 44.0% 313 28.5% 800 
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Table Number 24b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of flat tax 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; November 2004 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q21) The current income tax system taxes HIGHER income people at 

higher rates and LOWER income people at lower rates. Some people 

have proposed replacing that system with a flat tax which would tax 

people at ALL income levels at one, flat tax rate. Would you favor or 

oppose replacing the current income tax system with one flat tax rate or 

don't you know enough about it yet to say? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q21 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 34.3% 885 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 32.2% 425 36.2% 460 

Female 36.2% 460 32.2% 425 

Age:     

18-29 46.0% 192 30.8% 689 

30-44 34.5% 259 33.9% 622 

45-64 26.9% 286 37.5% 595 

65+ 31.8% 144 34.5% 737 

Party:     

Republican 35.2% 257 33.9% 628 

Democrat 32.3% 317 35.4% 568 

Independent 35.5% 312 33.6% 573 

Income:     

Refused 34.6% 50 34.3% 835 

Low 32.0% 483 37.0% 402 

Middle 38.7% 253 32.5% 632 

High 33.8% 100 34.3% 785 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 22.8% 73 35.1% 809 

H.S. Grad 34.1% 289 34.0% 593 

Some College 29.6% 258 35.9% 624 

College Grad 41.4% 263 30.9% 619 
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Table Number 25b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of flat tax 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q25) In the United States, (IF RESPONDENTS ANSWERED ―1‖ TO 

Q13, SAY: as you know,) we have what is called a graduated federal 

income tax system. That is, people with higher incomes are taxed at a 

higher percentage than people with lower incomes. Some people would 

like to change the current tax system so that everyone would pay the 

same income tax rate (for example, 10 percent or 20 percent). 

Generally, would you be in favor of such a flat-rate system for federal 

income taxes, would you prefer keeping the system we have now, or 

don‘t you know enough to say?  

Dependent Response(s) ―Prefer keeping the system we have now‖ (Q25 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 32.3% 1,339 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 30.4% 644 33.9% 695 

Female 33.9% 695 30.4% 644 

Age:     

18-29 36.3% 287 31.2% 1,032 

30-44 31.9% 539 32.5% 780 

45-64 26.1% 280 33.9% 1,039 

65+ 35.7% 213 31.6% 1,106 

Party:     

Republican 31.3% 376 32.6% 963 

Democrat 35.9% 445 30.4% 894 

Independent 29.8% 518 33.8% 821 

Income:     

Refused 24.4% 80 32.7% 1,259 

Low 31.7% 688 32.8% 651 

Middle 34.4% 433 31.2% 906 

High 32.7% 138 32.2% 1,201 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 22.4% 226 34.3% 1,109 

H.S. Grad 29.0% 425 33.8% 910 

Some College 36.6% 359 30.7% 976 

College Grad 38.7% 324 30.2% 1,011 
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Table Number 26b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of flat tax 

Survey  NBC News – Wall Street Journal; March 1996 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q16c) Would you prefer a graduated income tax system, in which 

people with higher incomes pay a higher tax rate, or a flat tax system, 

in which everyone pays the same tax rate regardless of income? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Prefer graduated income tax system‖ (Q16c = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 54.1% 1,000 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 50.1% 474 57.8% 526 

Female 57.8% 526 50.1% 474 

Age:     

18-29 52.4% 204 54.8% 787 

30-44 52.5% 334 55.2% 657 

45-64 55.6% 289 53.7% 702 

65+ 57.9% 164 53.5% 827 

Party:     

Republican 41.0% 229 58.0% 771 

Democrat 64.1% 292 50.0% 708 

Independent 54.3% 479 53.9% 521 

Income:     

Refused 43.1% 88 55.2% 912 

Low 54.8% 630 52.9% 370 

Middle 61.4% 160 52.8% 840 

High 48.9% 121 54.9% 879 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 61.6% 90 53.7% 902 

H.S. Grad 53.1% 407 55.4% 585 

Some College 51.0% 168 55.1% 824 

College Grad 55.9% 328 53.7% 664 

 



262 

 

 

Table Number 27b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of flat tax 

Survey  CNN – USA Today; November 1997 

Universe All Asked Question (1/2 of survey) 

Question Text (Q27a) Which of these do you think would be better for the country? 

The current system in which someone with more money pays a higher 

percentage of that income in taxes than someone with less money, or A 

tax system in which all Americans would pay the same percentage of 

their income in taxes, regardless of how much money they make 

Dependent Response(s)  ―The current system in which someone with more money pays a higher 

percentage of that income in taxes than someone with less money‖ 

(Q27a = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 50.9% 518 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 45.1% 250 56.3% 268 

Female 56.3% 268 45.1% 250 

Age:     

18-29 47.6% 161 52.0% 354 

30-44 53.0% 131 49.8% 384 

45-64 47.0% 84 51.3% 431 

65+ 54.0% 139 49.4% 376 

Party:     

Republican 40.0% 153 55.5% 365 

Democrat 61.2% 178 45.6% 341 

Independent 50.2% 187 51.4% 331 

Income:     

Refused 46.9% 48 51.3% 470 

Low 54.9% 329 44.1% 190 

Middle 41.6% 87 52.8% 431 

High 45.5% 54 51.6% 464 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 58.6% 66 49.9% 450 

H.S. Grad 59.5% 189 46.1% 327 

Some College 39.9% 136 55.0% 380 

College Grad 46.4% 124 52.5% 392 
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Table Number 28b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of flat tax 

Survey  CNN – USA Today; November 1997 

Universe All Asked Question (1/2 of survey) 

Question Text (Q27b) Which of these do you think would be better for the country? 

The current system in which someone with more money pays a higher 

percentage of that income in taxes than someone with less money, or A 

flat tax system in which all Americans would pay the same percentage 

of their income in taxes, regardless of how much money they make 

Dependent Response(s) ―The current system in which someone with more money pays a higher 

percentage of that income in taxes than someone with less money" 

(Q27b = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 50.7% 501 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 48.5% 238 52.7% 263 

Female 52.7% 263 48.5% 238 

Age:     

18-29 48.9% 167 51.8% 326 

30-44 49.9% 95 51.0% 397 

45-64 44.4% 83 52.1% 410 

65+ 57.1% 148 48.1% 345 

Party:     

Republican 32.4% 135 57.4% 366 

Democrat 60.8% 191 44.4% 310 

Independent 53.7% 175 49.1% 326 

Income:     

Refused 45.8% 41 51.1% 460 

Low 55.7% 314 42.2% 187 

Middle 46.1% 85 51.6% 416 

High 34.6% 62 53.0% 439 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 55.6% 80 50.2% 417 

H.S. Grad 52.2% 152 50.5% 345 

Some College 46.4% 147 53.0% 349 

College Grad 52.4% 118 50.6% 379 
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Table Number 29b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of flat tax 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; July 1999 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q47) Replacing the current income tax system, where better off people 

pay a higher rate in taxes, with one flat tax rate for everyone – do you 

favor or oppose that? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q47 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 41.9% 722 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 36.6% 345 46.9% 377 

Female 46.9% 377 36.6% 345 

Age:     

18-29 50.4% 160 39.5% 562 

30-44 36.8% 231 44.3% 491 

45-64 38.9% 208 43.1% 513 

65+ 45.6% 123 41.1% 599 

Party:     

Republican 41.2% 181 42.2% 541 

Democrat 46.9% 236 39.5% 486 

Independent 38.5% 305 44.4% 417 

Income:     

Refused 57.1% 41 41.0% 681 

Low 42.8% 458 40.5% 264 

Middle 38.3% 125 42.7% 597 

High 36.4% 98 42.8% 624 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 54.0% 84 40.4% 636 

H.S. Grad 39.4% 284 43.6% 436 

Some College 37.7% 191 43.5% 530 

College Grad 45.3% 161 41.0% 559 
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Table Number 30b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of flat tax 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q26) Compared with the current graduated income tax system, do you 

think a tax system where everyone, regardless of how much they earn, 

is taxed at the same flat rate would be more fair or less fair, or wouldn't 

it make a difference? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Less fair‖ (Q26 = 2) or ―No difference‖ (Q26 = 3) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 39.8% 1,339 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 35.7% 644 43.6% 695 

Female 43.6% 695 35.7% 644 

Age:     

18-29 48.1% 287 37.7% 1,032 

30-44 38.9% 539 40.6% 780 

45-64 34.8% 280 41.3% 1,039 

65+ 38.2% 213 40.3% 1,106 

Party:     

Republican 30.2% 376 43.5% 963 

Democrat 46.7% 445 36.4% 894 

Independent 40.8% 518 39.1% 821 

Income:     

Refused 32.2% 80 40.3% 1,259 

Low 40.3% 688 39.3% 651 

Middle 40.7% 433 39.4% 906 

High 38.9% 138 39.9% 1,201 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 36.8% 226 40.5% 1,109 

H.S. Grad 38.2% 425 40.7% 910 

Some College 40.4% 359 39.7% 976 

College Grad 43.7% 324 38.7% 1,011 
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Table Number 31b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Position changed on flat tax when asked about personal effects 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe Those supporting flat-rate tax (Q25 = 1) and those not believing they 

would pay more under such a system (Q28 ≠ 1) 

Question Text (Q32) Would you still favor a flat-rate tax if you had to pay MORE 

under such a system? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Would not favor‖ (Q32 = 2) or ―Don‘t know‖ (Q32 = 8) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 40.0% 428 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 34.9% 254 47.5% 173 

Female 47.5% 173 34.9% 254 

Age:     

18-29 43.2% 66 39.0% 353 

30-44 42.2% 184 37.7% 235 

45-64 33.5% 120 42.1% 299 

65+ 40.6% 49 39.5% 371 

Party:     

Republican 45.0% 160 37.0% 268 

Democrat 34.8% 104 41.7% 324 

Independent 38.4% 164 41.0% 263 

Income:     

Refused 31.5% 33 40.7% 395 

Low 45.4% 175 36.3% 253 

Middle 37.9% 156 41.2% 272 

High 34.8% 64 40.9% 364 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 43.6% 56 39.7% 370 

H.S. Grad 48.5% 129 36.6% 297 

Some College 33.0% 120 43.0% 306 

College Grad 37.0% 121 41.5% 305 
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Table Number 32b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive tax policies generally 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; November 2004 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q23) Do you think people of all income groups should pay out the 

same proportion of their incomes in taxes or should people with higher 

incomes pay out a greater proportion than others? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Higher incomes greater proportion than others‖ (Q23 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 62.5% 885 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 59.9% 425 64.9% 460 

Female 64.9% 460 59.9% 425 

Age:     

18-29 69.3% 192 60.5% 689 

30-44 60.9% 259 63.0% 622 

45-64 56.8% 286 65.1% 595 

65+ 67.0% 144 61.5% 737 

Party:     

Republican 48.0% 257 68.4% 628 

Democrat 71.0% 317 57.8% 568 

Independent 65.8% 312 60.7% 573 

Income:     

Refused 48.7% 50 63.3% 835 

Low 69.3% 483 54.4% 402 

Middle 58.0% 253 64.3% 632 

High 47.9% 100 64.4% 785 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 59.6% 73 62.6% 809 

H.S. Grad 68.6% 289 59.3% 593 

Some College 58.0% 258 64.2% 624 

College Grad 60.6% 263 63.1% 619 
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Table Number 33b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive tax policies generally 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q18a) I'm going to read you a list of groups.  Please tell me if you 

think they pay more than their fair share, less than their fair share, or 

about their fair share in federal taxes. High-income families 

Dependent Response(s) ―Less than their fair share‖ (Q18a = 2) or ―About their fair share‖ 

(Q18a = 3) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 81.2% 1,339 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 80.6% 644 81.8% 695 

Female 81.8% 695 80.6% 644 

Age:     

18-29 75.8% 287 82.7% 1,032 

30-44 82.5% 539 80.3% 780 

45-64 86.4% 280 79.8% 1,039 

65+ 78.4% 213 81.8% 1,106 

Party:     

Republican 71.7% 376 84.9% 963 

Democrat 86.1% 445 78.8% 894 

Independent 83.9% 518 79.5% 821 

Income:     

Refused 74.3% 80 81.6% 1,259 

Low 82.2% 688 80.1% 651 

Middle 83.6% 433 80.1% 906 

High 72.7% 138 82.2% 1,201 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 71.5% 226 83.2% 1,109 

H.S. Grad 82.5% 425 80.6% 910 

Some College 87.1% 359 79.1% 976 

College Grad 79.8% 324 81.7% 1,011 
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Table Number 34b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive tax policies generally 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q18b) I'm going to read you a list of groups.  Please tell me if you 

think they pay more than their fair share, less than their fair share, or 

about their fair share in federal taxes. Middle-income families 

Dependent Response(s) ―Pay more than their fair share‖ (Q18b = 1) or ―About their fair share‖ 

(Q18b = 3)  

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 93.2% 1,339 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 93.5% 644 92.9% 695 

Female 92.9% 695 93.5% 644 

Age:     

18-29 90.2% 287 94.2% 1,032 

30-44 93.8% 539 93.1% 780 

45-64 95.9% 280 92.7% 1,039 

65+ 93.2% 213 93.4% 1,106 

Party:     

Republican 93.8% 376 93.0% 963 

Democrat 92.3% 445 93.6% 894 

Independent 93.5% 518 93.0% 821 

Income:     

Refused 88.2% 80 93.5% 1,259 

Low 90.5% 688 96.1% 651 

Middle 97.8% 433 91.0% 906 

High 95.4% 138 93.0% 1,201 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 81.2% 226 95.7% 1,109 

H.S. Grad 94.3% 425 92.8% 910 

Some College 96.2% 359 92.2% 976 

College Grad 97.1% 324 92.0% 1,011 
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Table Number 35b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive tax policies generally 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q18c) I'm going to read you a list of groups.  Please tell me if you 

think they pay more than their fair share, less than their fair share, or 

about their fair share in federal taxes. Low-income families 

Dependent Response(s) ―More than their fair share‖ (Q18c = 1) or ―About their fair share‖ 

(Q18c = 3)  

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 76.0% 1,339 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 75.2% 644 76.8% 695 

Female 76.8% 695 75.2% 644 

Age:     

18-29 78.9% 287 75.5% 1,032 

30-44 77.3% 539 75.5% 780 

45-64 75.0% 280 76.6% 1,039 

65+ 71.6% 213 77.1% 1,106 

Party:     

Republican 68.9% 376 78.8% 963 

Democrat 79.9% 445 74.1% 894 

Independent 77.9% 518 74.8% 821 

Income:     

Refused 67.0% 80 76.6% 1,259 

Low 77.9% 688 74.0% 651 

Middle 76.3% 433 75.8% 906 

High 70.9% 138 76.6% 1,201 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 73.9% 226 76.5% 1,109 

H.S. Grad 76.9% 425 75.7% 910 

Some College 77.5% 359 75.5% 976 

College Grad 74.9% 324 76.4% 1,011 
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Table Number 36b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Belief that current distribution of taxes is not fair due to insufficient 

progressivity but also believe that flat tax would make tax system fairer  

(inconsistent) 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe Believe high-income families currently pay less than fair share or 

currently pay their fair share (Q18a = 2 or Q18a = 3) 

Question Text (Q26) Compared with the current graduated income tax system, do you 

think a tax system where everyone, regardless of how much they earn, 

is taxed at the same flat rate would be more fair or less fair, or wouldn't 

it make a difference? 

Dependent Response(s) ―More fair‖ (Q26 = 1) or ―No difference‖ (Q26 = 3) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 38.6% 1,087 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 46.4% 519 31.5% 569 

Female 31.5% 569 46.4% 519 

Age:     

18-29 33.2% 218 40.1% 854 

30-44 38.4% 445 38.9% 626 

45-64 44.9% 242 48.8% 830 

65+ 37.7% 167 56.1% 904 

Party:     

Republican 43.4% 269 37.1% 818 

Democrat 34.5% 383 40.9% 704 

Independent 39.3% 435 38.2% 653 

Income:     

Refused 40.3% 59 38.5% 1,028 

Low 36.4% 566 41.1% 522 

Middle 38.8% 362 53.6% 726 

High 49.7% 101 71.0% 987 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 35.8% 162 39.0% 923 

H.S. Grad 38.2% 351 38.7% 734 

Some College 37.9% 313 40.8% 771 

College Grad 41.5% 259 42.3% 826 

 



272 

 

 

Table Number 37b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Belief that current distribution of taxes is not fair due to insufficient 

progressivity but also believe that flat tax would make tax system fairer  

(inconsistent) 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe Believe middle-income families currently pay more than fair share or 

currently pay their fair share (Q18b = 1 or Q18b = 3) 

Question Text (Q26) Compared with the current graduated income tax system, do you 

think a tax system where everyone, regardless of how much they earn, 

is taxed at the same flat rate would be more fair or less fair, or wouldn't 

it make a difference? 

Dependent Response(s) ―More fair‖ (Q26 = 1) or ―No difference‖ (Q26 = 3) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 40.1% 1,248 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 48.2% 602 32.5% 646 

Female 32.5% 646 48.2% 602 

Age:     

18-29 35.0% 259 41.2% 972 

30-44 40.7% 506 39.4% 726 

45-64 48.2% 268 37.6% 963 

65+ 33.1% 198 41.3% 1,033 

Party:     

Republican 47.1% 352 37.3% 896 

Democrat 33.4% 411 43.4% 837 

Independent 40.7% 485 39.7% 763 

Income:     

Refused 43.8% 70 39.9% 1,178 

Low 36.4% 623 43.7% 625 

Middle 41.1% 423 39.6% 825 

High 52.2% 132 38.6% 1,116 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 38.2% 184 40.3% 1,061 

H.S. Grad 38.1% 401 40.9% 844 

Some College 39.0% 346 40.4% 899 

College Grad 44.6% 315 38.5% 930 
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Table Number 38b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Belief that current distribution of taxes is not fair due to insufficient 

progressivity but also believe that flat tax would make tax system fairer  

(inconsistent) 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe Believe low-income families currently pay more than fair share or 

currently pay their fair share (Q18c = 1 or Q18c = 3) 

Question Text (Q26) Compared with the current graduated income tax system, do you 

think a tax system where everyone, regardless of how much they earn, 

is taxed at the same flat rate would be more fair or less fair, or wouldn't 

it make a difference? 

Dependent Response(s) ―More fair‖ (Q26 = 1) or ―No difference‖ (Q26 = 3) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 37.2% 1,018 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 44.7% 484 30.4% 534 

Female 30.4% 534 44.7% 484 

Age:     

18-29 30.6% 227 39.1% 779 

30-44 38.1% 416 36.5% 589 

45-64 45.4% 210 35.0% 796 

65+ 33.2% 152 37.9% 853 

Party:     

Republican 44.2% 259 34.9% 759 

Democrat 31.4% 355 40.4% 662 

Independent 37.9% 403 36.8% 614 

Income:     

Refused 37.2% 53 37.3% 964 

Low 34.8% 536 40.0% 482 

Middle 38.7% 331 36.6% 687 

High 46.0% 98 36.3% 919 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 34.4% 167 37.8% 848 

H.S. Grad 36.6% 327 37.5% 689 

Some College 37.0% 279 37.3% 737 

College Grad 40.2% 243 36.3% 773 
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Table Number 39b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for government redistribution from high-income families to 

low-income families 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All asked question (1/2 of those surveyed) 

Question Text (Q20) Do you agree or disagree with the following? It is the 

responsibility of government to reduce the differences in income 

between people with high incomes and people with low incomes. 

Dependent Response(s) ―Strongly agree‖ (Q20 = 1) or ―Somewhat agree‖ (Q20 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 48.5% 663 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 45.7% 318 51.1% 345 

Female 51.1% 345 45.7% 318 

Age:     

18-29 61.2% 137 45.4% 515 

30-44 42.8% 263 52.7% 389 

45-64 49.5% 132 48.5% 520 

65+ 46.5% 120 49.2% 532 

Party:     

Republican 33.8% 188 54.3% 475 

Democrat 56.9% 232 44.0% 431 

Independent 51.8% 243 46.6% 420 

Income:     

Refused 36.0% 44 49.4% 619 

Low 57.8% 353 37.9% 310 

Middle 40.1% 197 52.0% 466 

High 32.6% 70 50.3% 593 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 65.7% 113 44.9% 549 

H.S. Grad 54.3% 199 45.8% 462 

Some College 47.0% 178 48.9% 483 

College Grad 31.7% 171 54.3% 490 
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Table Number 40b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for government redistribution from high-income families to 

middle-income families 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All asked question (1/2 of those surveyed) 

Question Text (Q21) Do you agree or disagree with the following? It is the 

responsibility of government to reduce the differences in income 

between people with high incomes and people with middle incomes. 

Dependent Response(s) ―Strongly agree‖ (Q21 = 1) or ―Somewhat agree‖ (Q21 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 55.4% 675 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 51.2% 324 59.4% 351 

Female 59.4% 351 51.2% 324 

Age:     

18-29 63.1% 151 53.5% 516 

30-44 52.8% 276 57.6% 390 

45-64 50.5% 148 57.1% 519 

65+ 60.1% 92 54.9% 575 

Party:     

Republican 45.4% 187 59.3% 488 

Democrat 61.1% 214 52.8% 462 

Independent 57.9% 274 53.8% 401 

Income:     

Refused 50.5% 35 55.7% 641 

Low 61.8% 335 49.1% 340 

Middle 55.0% 236 55.7% 439 

High 28.3% 69 58.5% 606 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 69.4% 114 52.7% 559 

H.S. Grad 59.1% 226 53.7% 447 

Some College 51.5% 181 57.0% 491 

College Grad 44.5% 152 58.7% 520 
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Table Number 41b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for view that tax system currently benefits the rich and is unfair 

Survey  Time – CNN; March 1995 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q24) ―I‘d like to know whether the following statement describes or 

does not describe the way you feel: ‗The present tax system benefits the 

rich and is unfair to the ordinary working man or woman.‘‖ 

Dependent Response(s) Describes (Q24 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 73.9% 800 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 65.4% 382 81.6% 418 

Female 81.6% 418 65.4% 382 

Age:     

18-29 77.8% 219 73.0% 563 

30-44 73.4% 284 74.9% 498 

45-64 75.4% 152 74.1% 630 

65+ 69.3% 127 75.3% 655 

Party:     

Republican 59.3% 220 79.4% 580 

Democrat 80.6% 271 70.5% 529 

Independent 78.4% 309 71.1% 491 

Income:     

Refused 78.2% 524 65.8% 276 

Low 70.4% 99 74.4% 701 

Middle 63.2% 177 77.0% 623 

High     

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 79.3% 144 73.2% 639 

H.S. Grad 82.1% 255 70.5% 528 

Some College 73.0% 184 74.7% 599 

College Grad 61.9% 200 78.5% 583 
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Table Number 42b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for view that tax system currently benefits the rich and is unfair 

Survey  Time – CNN; March 1997 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q14) ―I‘d like to know whether the following statement describes or 

does not describe the way you feel: ‗The present tax system benefits the 

rich and is unfair to the ordinary working man or woman.‘‖ 

Dependent Response(s) Describes (Q14 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 69.3% 1,018 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 63.6% 486 74.5% 532 

Female 74.5% 532 63.6% 486 

Age:     

18-29 67.9% 279 69.8% 705 

30-44 70.5% 350 68.5% 634 

45-64 71.4% 193 68.7% 791 

65+ 66.2% 162 69.8% 822 

Party:     

Republican 61.2% 272 72.3% 746 

Democrat 74.2% 339 66.9% 679 

Independent 70.7% 408 68.4% 610 

Income:     

Refused 69.6% 126 69.3% 892 

Low 71.1% 657 66.1% 361 

Middle 69.2% 134 69.4% 884 

High 57.5% 102 70.6% 916 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 68.8% 183 69.4% 803 

H.S. Grad 73.9% 315 67.2% 672 

Some College 72.9% 234 68.2% 753 

College Grad 60.7% 255 72.3% 732 
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Table Number 43b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of raising taxes on high-

income households 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; March 2008 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q73) Some members of Congress have proposed increasing federal 

income taxes for households making more than $250,000 a year. Under 

this plan, Congress would use the money raised by these new taxes to 

pay for new government programs and for tax cuts for households 

making less money. Do you think this is a good idea or a bad idea? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Good idea‖ (Q73 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 57.7% 1,368 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 55.9% 657 59.3% 711 

Female 59.3% 711 55.9% 657 

Age:     

18-29 71.7% 297 53.8% 1,071 

30-44 56.5% 401 58.2% 967 

45-64 54.4% 448 59.3% 920 

65+ 47.6% 222 59.6% 1,146 

Party:     

Republican 33.7% 352 66.0% 1,016 

Democrat 74.8% 554 46.0% 814 

Independent 55.5% 462 58.8% 906 

Income:     

Refused 48.5% 71 58.2% 1,297 

Low 64.3% 601 52.5% 767 

Middle 60.5% 468 56.2% 900 

High 37.4% 228 61.8% 1,140 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 65.7% 130 56.9% 1,233 

H.S. Grad 55.6% 463 58.8% 900 

Some College 57.8% 397 57.7% 966 

College Grad 57.5% 373 57.8% 990 
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Table Number 44b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for belief that rich do not pay their fair share of taxes 

Survey  NBC News – Wall Street Journal ; February 1998 

Universe All asked question (1/2 of survey)  

Question Text (Qc14_198) I'll read you some statements that people might make about 

the rich, and for each one, please tell me whether that describes your 

own personal feelings totally, mostly, a little, or not at all. The rich do 

not pay their fair share of taxes. 

Dependent Response(s) ―Describes feelings totally‖ (Qc14_198 = 1) or ―Describes feelings 

mostly‖ (Qc14_198 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 56.1% 1,003 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 54.4% 482 57.7% 520 

Female 57.7% 520 54.4% 482 

Age:     

18-29 49.4% 176 58.0% 811 

30-44 55.2% 309 57.1% 678 

45-64 58.3% 323 55.6% 663 

65+ 62.3% 179 55.2% 808 

Party:     

Republican 39.0% 237 61.4% 766 

Democrat 66.1% 304 51.8% 699 

Independent 58.3% 462 54.2% 540 

Income:     

Refused 53.9% 149 56.5% 853 

Low 59.5% 515 52.6% 488 

Middle 55.4% 162 56.3% 841 

High 48.8% 177 57.7% 826 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 64.6% 75 55.9% 917 

H.S. Grad 62.3% 406 52.6% 586 

Some College 54.1% 177 57.1% 815 

College Grad 49.0% 335 60.4% 657 
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Table Number 45b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation when asked about ―least fair‖ taxes 

Survey  Harris Interactive – Tax Foundation; March 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q670) Of the following federal taxes, which do you think is the worst 

tax -- that is, the least fair? 

Dependent Response(s) Q670 ≠3 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 49.1% 2,013 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 52.9% 971 45.6% 1,042 

Female 45.6% 1,042 52.9% 971 

Age:     

18-29 49.4% 417 49.0% 1,596 

30-44 51.3% 528 48.4% 1,485 

45-64 49.0% 730 49.2% 1,283 

65+ 45.6% 338 49.8% 1,675 

Income:     

Refused 47.8% 365 49.4% 1,648 

Low 52.5% 799 46.9% 1,214 

Middle 46.9% 550 50.0% 1,463 

High 45.8% 299 49.7% 1,714 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 45.4% 82 49.3% 1,931 

H.S. Grad 51.5% 859 47.4% 1,154 

Some College 48.5% 560 49.4% 1,453 

College Grad 46.5% 511 50.0% 1,502 
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Table Number 46b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation when asked about ―least fair‖ taxes 

Survey  Harris Interactive – Tax Foundation; March 2006 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q670) Of the following federal taxes, which do you think is the worst 

tax -- that is, the least fair? 

Dependent Response(s) Q670 ≠3 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 47.3% 2,017 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 48.9% 975 45.8% 1,042 

Female 45.8% 1,042 48.9% 975 

Age:     

18-29 45.4% 442 47.9% 1,575 

30-44 48.4% 564 46.9% 1,453 

45-64 47.3% 684 47.3% 1,333 

65+ 47.9% 327 47.2% 1,690 

Income:     

Refused 45.5% 269 47.6% 1,748 

Low 46.2% 824 48.1% 1,193 

Middle 47.3% 577 47.3% 1,440 

High 51.3% 348 46.5% 1,669 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 56.7% 86 46.9% 1,931 

H.S. Grad 46.8% 874 47.7% 1,143 

Some College 48.3% 548 47.0% 1,469 

College Grad 45.6% 510 47.9% 1,507 
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Table Number 47b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation when asked about relative fairness of 

various federal taxes 

Survey  Harris Interactive – Tax Foundation; March 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text Please indicate what you think of these federal taxes in terms of 

fairness. 

(Q621_1) Estate Taxes 

(Q621_2) Federal income taxes 

(Q621_3) Social security payroll taxes 

(Q621_4) Corporate income taxes 

Dependent Response(s) Progressivity support score, calculated as follows: Opinion * 

Progressivity weight 

Opinion Scale of 1 to 5 with 1 = ―Not at all fair‖ and 5 = ―Very fair‖ 

Progressivity weight: Estate Tax = 4; CIT = 3; Fed. Income Tax = 2; 

Social Security Tax = 1 

Crosstab Classification Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable > 37 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable > 37 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 51.2% 2,012 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 47.4% 1,008 55.1% 1,004 

Female 55.1% 1,004 47.4% 1,008 

Age:     

18-29 34.9% 437 55.8% 1,575 

30-44 49.5% 538 51.9% 1,474 

45-64 60.5% 699 46.3% 1,313 

65+ 56.0% 338 50.3% 1,674 

Income:     

Refused 62.3% 272 49.5% 1,740 

Low 50.4% 800 51.8% 1,212 

Middle 49.6% 587 51.9% 1,425 

High 47.4% 352 52.1% 1,660 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 47.2% 99 51.5% 1,913 

H.S. Grad 57.4% 770 47.4% 1,242 

Some College 55.1% 592 49.6% 1,420 

College Grad 39.3% 552 55.8% 1,460 
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Table Number 48b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation when asked about relative fairness of 

various federal taxes 

Survey  Harris Interactive – Tax Foundation; March 2009 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text Please indicate what you think of these federal taxes in terms of 

fairness. 

(Q621_1) Estate Taxes 

(Q621_2) Federal income taxes 

(Q621_3) Social security payroll taxes 

(Q621_4) Corporate income taxes 

Dependent Response(s) Progressivity support score, calculated as follows: Opinion * 

Progressivity weight 

Opinion Scale of 1 to 5 with 1 = ―Not at all fair‖ and 5 = ―Very fair‖ 

Progressivity weight: Estate Tax = 4; CIT = 3; Fed. Income Tax = 2; 

Social Security Tax = 1 

Crosstab Classification Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable > 37 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable > 37 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 50.9% 2,002 

 

N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 53.6% 987 48.2% 1,015 

Female 48.2% 1,015 53.6% 987 

Age:     

18-29 67.4% 458 46.0% 1,544 

30-44 55.6% 491 49.3% 1,511 

45-64 42.2% 744 56.0% 1,258 

65+ 39.9% 309 52.9% 1,693 

Party:     

Republican 41.0% 605 55.1% 1,397 

Democrat 59.0% 785 45.7% 1,217 

Independent 50.2% 612 51.2% 1,390 

Income:     

Refused 48.7% 283 51.2% 1,719 

Low 50.0% 720 51.4% 1,282 

Middle 53.3% 584 49.9% 1,418 

High 50.4% 414 51.0% 1,588 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 59.2% 56 50.6% 1,946 

H.S. Grad 44.5% 746 54.7% 1,256 

Some College 50.8% 574 50.9% 1,428 

College Grad 57.8% 627 47.7% 1,375 
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Table Number 49b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Belief that individual tax share is too high 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q18a) I'm going to read you a list of groups.  Please tell me if you 

think they pay more than their fair share, less than their fair share, or 

about their fair share in federal taxes. You and your family 

Dependent Response(s) ―More than their fair share‖ (Q18a = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 45.1% 1,339 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 44.2% 644 46.0% 695 

Female 46.0% 695 44.2% 644 

Age:     

18-29 36.8% 287 47.6% 1,032 

30-44 47.8% 539 43.5% 780 

45-64 51.4% 280 58.1% 1,039 

65+ 42.1% 213 65.1% 1,106 

Party:     

Republican 42.3% 376 46.2% 963 

Democrat 45.5% 445 44.9% 894 

Independent 46.9% 518 44.0% 821 

Income:     

Refused 55.3% 80 44.5% 1,259 

Low 44.0% 688 46.3% 651 

Middle 44.3% 433 63.3% 906 

High 47.3% 138 82.8% 1,201 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 39.6% 226 46.1% 1,109 

H.S. Grad 48.6% 425 43.4% 910 

Some College 48.5% 359 46.9% 976 

College Grad 40.4% 324 51.7% 1,011 
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Table Number 50b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of flat tax 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q26) Compared with the current graduated income tax system, do you 

think a tax system where everyone, regardless of how much they earn, 

is taxed at the same flat rate would be more fair or less fair, or wouldn't 

it make a difference? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Less fair‖ (Q26 = 2) or ―No difference‖ (Q26 = 3) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 39.8% 1,339 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 35.7% 644 43.6% 695 

Female 43.6% 695 35.7% 644 

Age:     

18-29 48.1% 287 37.7% 1,032 

30-44 38.9% 539 40.6% 780 

45-64 34.8% 280 41.3% 1,039 

65+ 38.2% 213 40.3% 1,106 

Income:     

Refused 32.2% 80 40.3% 1,259 

Low 40.3% 688 39.3% 651 

Middle 40.7% 433 39.4% 906 

High 38.9% 138 39.9% 1,201 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 36.8% 226 40.5% 1,109 

H.S. Grad 38.2% 425 40.7% 910 

Some College 40.4% 359 39.7% 976 

College Grad 43.7% 324 38.7% 1,011 
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Table Number 51b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of raising taxes on high-

income households 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; March 2008 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q73) Some members of Congress have proposed increasing federal 

income taxes for households making more than $250,000 a year. Under 

this plan, Congress would use the money raised by these new taxes to 

pay for new government programs and for tax cuts for households 

making less money. Do you think this is a good idea or a bad idea? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Good idea‖ (Q73 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 57.7% 1,368 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 55.9% 657 59.3% 711 

Female 59.3% 711 55.9% 657 

Age:     

18-29 71.7% 297 53.8% 1,071 

30-44 56.5% 401 58.2% 967 

45-64 54.4% 448 59.3% 920 

65+ 47.6% 222 59.6% 1,146 

Income:     

Refused 48.5% 71 58.2% 1,297 

Low 64.3% 601 52.5% 767 

Middle 60.5% 468 56.2% 900 

High 37.4% 228 61.8% 1,140 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 65.7% 130 56.9% 1,233 

H.S. Grad 55.6% 463 58.8% 900 

Some College 57.8% 397 57.7% 966 

College Grad 57.5% 373 57.8% 990 
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Table Number 52b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for recent tax cuts when reference to George W. Bush is 

included in question (asked in early 2007) 

Survey  CNN; May 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q13) As you may know, the federal income tax cuts passed into law 

since George W. Bush became president are set to expire within the 

next several years. Would you favor or oppose making those tax cuts 

permanent? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q13 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 57.3% 1,028 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 57.5% 498 57.1% 530 

Female 57.1% 530 57.5% 498 

Age:     

18-29 53.8% 221 58.5% 800 

30-44 59.0% 283 56.9% 738 

45-64 59.0% 347 56.7% 673 

65+ 56.6% 170 57.6% 851 

Party:     

Republican 82.1% 264 48.7% 764 

Democrat 40.7% 300 64.1% 728 

Independent 53.9% 464 60.1% 564 

Income:     

Refused 58.8% 75 57.2% 953 

Low 54.5% 524 60.2% 504 

Middle 59.6% 311 56.3% 717 

High 62.7% 118 56.6% 910 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 55.6% 129 57.9% 887 

H.S. Grad 58.2% 360 57.3% 656 

Some College 59.6% 264 56.9% 752 

College Grad 55.8% 263 58.2% 754 
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Table Number 53b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for recent tax cuts when reference to George W. Bush is not 

included in question (asked in early 2007) 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; March 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q16) Many of the tax cuts passed in 2001 were temporary and are set 

to expire in a few years. Should those tax cuts be made permanent or 

should they be allowed to expire? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Made permanent‖ (Q16 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 43.4% 1,362 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 47.2% 654 39.9% 708 

Female 39.9% 708 47.2% 654 

Age:     

18-29 38.1% 296 44.8% 1,066 

30-44 49.6% 399 40.8% 963 

45-64 42.9% 446 43.6% 916 

65+ 40.2% 221 44.0% 1,141 

Party:     

Republican 67.4% 362 34.7% 1,000 

Democrat 30.1% 472 50.4% 890 

Independent 38.8% 528 46.3% 834 

Income:     

Refused 34.3% 68 43.9% 1,294 

Low 40.5% 591 45.6% 771 

Middle 47.0% 511 41.2% 851 

High 45.7% 193 43.0% 1,169 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 52.4% 77 42.8% 1,283 

H.S. Grad 49.1% 487 40.1% 873 

Some College 41.2% 403 44.2% 958 

College Grad 36.6% 394 46.0% 967 
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Table Number 54b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for recent tax cuts when reference to George W. Bush is not 

included in question (asked in early 2007) 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; January 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q41) Many of the tax cuts passed in 2001 were temporary and are set 

to expire in a few years. Should those tax cuts be made permanent or 

should they be allowed to expire? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Made permanent‖ (Q41 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 39.5% 1,184 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 41.7% 569 37.5% 615 

Female 37.5% 615 41.7% 569 

Age:     

18-29 28.8% 257 42.5% 927 

30-44 42.2% 347 38.4% 837 

45-64 43.8% 388 37.4% 796 

65+ 40.3% 192 39.3% 992 

Party:     

Republican 54.7% 301 34.3% 883 

Democrat 30.7% 429 44.5% 755 

Independent 37.7% 454 40.6% 730 

Income:     

Refused 33.9% 70 39.9% 1,114 

Low 35.5% 517 42.6% 667 

Middle 41.2% 416 38.6% 768 

High 49.2% 182 37.7% 1,002 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 48.4% 76 38.8% 1,106 

H.S. Grad 37.9% 407 40.3% 775 

Some College 40.2% 364 39.1% 818 

College Grad 38.5% 335 39.8% 847 
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Table Number 55b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for recent tax cuts when reference to George W. Bush is 

included in question (asked in early 2005) 

Survey  ABC News – Washington Post; March 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q34) On another subject, do you think the tax cuts approved in Bush‘s 

first term (should be made permanent), or (should be allowed to expire 

in order to reduce the deficit)? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Made permanent‖ (Q34 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 36.5% 1,001 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 41.9% 488 31.2% 513 

Female 31.2% 513 41.9% 488 

Age:     

18-29 31.8% 214 38.0% 765 

30-44 39.7% 384 34.7% 596 

45-64 37.9% 235 36.3% 745 

65+ 33.7% 147 37.2% 833 

Party:     

Republican 57.9% 296 27.4% 705 

Democrat 24.1% 350 43.1% 651 

Independent 30.7% 355 39.6% 646 

Income:     

Refused 34.7% 161 36.8% 840 

Low 31.8% 438 40.0% 563 

Middle 44.4% 271 33.5% 730 

High 37.7% 131 36.3% 870 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 21.2% 145 39.1% 847 

H.S. Grad 38.0% 319 35.7% 673 

Some College 38.6% 252 35.7% 740 

College Grad 40.8% 275 34.8% 717 
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Table Number 56b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for recent tax cuts when reference to George W. Bush is not 

included in question (asked in early 2005) 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; January 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q39) Many of the tax cuts passed in 2001 were temporary and are set 

to expire this year. Should those tax cuts be made permanent or should 

they be allowed to expire? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Made permanent‖ (Q39 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 47.1% 1,118 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 52.7% 537 41.9% 581 

Female 41.9% 581 52.7% 537 

Age:     

18-29 50.4% 243 46.0% 869 

30-44 51.4% 328 45.2% 784 

45-64 45.8% 359 47.6% 752 

65+ 36.9% 182 49.0% 930 

Party:     

Republican 59.1% 344 41.7% 774 

Democrat 36.0% 376 52.7% 742 

Independent 47.1% 398 47.1% 720 

Income:     

Refused 46.3% 65 47.1% 1,053 

Low 45.7% 540 48.3% 578 

Middle 51.6% 386 44.7% 732 

High 39.2% 126 48.1% 992 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 39.2% 103 47.8% 1,010 

H.S. Grad 56.9% 365 42.2% 748 

Some College 46.9% 332 47.1% 781 

College Grad 38.2% 313 50.5% 800 
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Table Number 57b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Support for across-the-board tax cuts as opposed to targeted tax cuts 

Survey  NBC News – Wall Street Journal; December 1996 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q13a) If Congress and the President cut taxes next year, which of 

these do you think is the better approach -- an across-the-board cut in 

income tax rates for all taxpayers, OR targeted tax cuts for specific 

types of people, such as increasing the tax credit for families with 

young children or those paying for college tuition? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Across-the-board cut in income tax rates‖ (Q13a = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 44.7% 1,005 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 48.8% 491 40.9% 513 

Female 40.9% 513 48.8% 491 

Age:     

18-29 37.3% 235 47.3% 744 

30-44 41.2% 310 46.6% 669 

45-64 51.2% 264 42.5% 715 

65+ 52.2% 170 43.4% 809 

Party:     

Republican 53.5% 231 42.1% 774 

Democrat 40.0% 312 46.9% 693 

Independent 43.6% 462 45.7% 543 

Income:     

Refused 41.3% 145 45.3% 859 

Low 45.6% 583 43.5% 421 

Middle 45.8% 161 44.5% 844 

High 43.0% 115 45.0% 889 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 47.4% 99 44.5% 881 

H.S. Grad 47.5% 407 42.8% 573 

Some College 43.9% 157 44.9% 824 

College Grad 40.8% 318 46.6% 663 
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Table Number 58b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Support for general tax reform 

Survey  Time – CNN; March 1997 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q13) If you had to choose, would you rather see the current federal 

income tax system replaced by a completely new tax system, would 

you rather see major reforms made to the current system without 

completely replacing it, or would you rather see minor reforms made to 

the current system? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Completely‖ (Q13 = 1) or ―Major‖ (Q13 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 62.4% 1,018 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 62.9% 486 62.0% 532 

Female 62.0% 532 62.9% 486 

Age:     

18-29 52.7% 279 65.9% 705 

30-44 71.8% 350 56.9% 634 

45-64 66.2% 193 61.2% 791 

65+ 52.9% 162 64.0% 822 

Party:     

Republican 62.8% 272 62.3% 746 

Democrat 59.1% 339 64.1% 679 

Independent 65.0% 408 60.8% 610 

Income:     

Refused 53.5% 126 63.7% 892 

Low 59.0% 657 68.7% 361 

Middle 79.7% 134 59.8% 884 

High 72.9% 102 61.3% 916 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 52.2% 183 64.5% 803 

H.S. Grad 58.1% 315 64.1% 672 

Some College 67.7% 234 60.5% 753 

College Grad 69.3% 255 59.7% 732 
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Table Number 59b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Support for general tax reform 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q8) Which of the following statements comes closest to expressing 

your overall view of the federal tax system in this country? (1) On the 

whole, the federal tax system works pretty well and Congress should 

make only minor changes to make it work better. (2) There is so much 

wrong with the federal tax system that Congress should completely 

change it. 

Dependent Response(s) ―There is so much wrong with the federal tax system that Congress 

should completely change it‖ (Q8 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 52.0% 1,339 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 52.6% 644 51.5% 695 

Female 51.5% 695 52.6% 644 

Age:     

18-29 36.5% 287 56.5% 1,032 

30-44 54.2% 539 50.7% 780 

45-64 61.5% 280 49.6% 1,039 

65+ 55.7% 213 51.4% 1,106 

Party:     

Republican 49.0% 376 53.3% 963 

Democrat 54.6% 445 50.8% 894 

Independent 52.1% 518 52.0% 821 

Income:     

Refused 55.4% 80 51.8% 1,259 

Low 52.8% 688 51.2% 651 

Middle 49.5% 433 53.3% 906 

High 54.1% 138 51.8% 1,201 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 48.0% 226 52.9% 1,109 

H.S. Grad 51.3% 425 52.4% 910 

Some College 51.5% 359 52.3% 976 

College Grad 56.4% 324 50.7% 1,011 
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Table Number 60b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Inconsistency on general tax reform: support it in principle but not 

when specifics are cited 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe Support for completely changing the tax code (Q8 = 2) 

Question Text (Q10) As you may know, the current income tax law allows people to 

take deductions for things like financing a home, giving to charities, 

and buying health insurance. Some people approve of using the tax 

system to encourage these kinds of things. Others believe the tax 

system should be used only to raise money. What about you? Do you 

think the tax system should be used to encourage these kinds of things, 

or not? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Should be used to encourage these kinds of things‖ (Q10 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 66.4% 697 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 61.6% 339 70.9% 358 

Female 70.9% 358 61.6% 339 

Age:     

18-29 70.7% 105 65.7% 583 

30-44 68.3% 292 65.0% 395 

45-64 64.0% 172 87.7% 516 

65+ 61.5% 118 97.1% 569 

Party:     

Republican 63.3% 184 67.5% 513 

Democrat 72.1% 243 63.3% 454 

Independent 63.3% 270 68.3% 427 

Income:     

Refused 69.0% 44 66.2% 653 

Low 64.1% 364 68.9% 333 

Middle 68.3% 214 94.8% 483 

High 70.5% 75 122.9% 622 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 67.7% 109 66.0% 586 

H.S. Grad 67.0% 218 65.9% 477 

Some College 62.9% 185 72.2% 510 

College Grad 68.0% 183 70.5% 512 
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Table Number 61b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists on issues of fundamental tax reform 

(questions relating to flat tax) 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe Supporters of a flat tax (Q25 = 1) (only ½ of full survey also) 

Question Text (Q30) Would you still favor a flat-rate tax if it meant taxpayers could 

not deduct certain things from their income, including their mortgage 

interest payments and gifts to charity? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Would favor‖ (Q30 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 68.4% 244 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 66.5% 156 71.6% 88 

Female 71.6% 88 66.5% 156 

Age:     

18-29 57.6% 45 70.7% 193 

30-44 65.6% 104 70.2% 134 

45-64 83.4% 61 63.0% 177 

65+ 61.8% 28 69.1% 210 

Party:     

Republican 65.7% 93 70.0% 151 

Democrat 65.7% 60 69.2% 184 

Independent 72.8% 91 65.7% 153 

Income:     

Refused 81.6% 14 67.5% 229 

Low 60.3% 103 74.2% 141 

Middle 74.3% 92 64.7% 152 

High 71.0% 34 67.9% 209 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 55.8% 37 70.5% 205 

H.S. Grad 66.6% 69 68.9% 174 

Some College 67.3% 67 68.6% 176 

College Grad 77.4% 70 64.6% 173 
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Table Number 62b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists on issues of fundamental tax reform 

(questions relating to flat tax) 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe Supporters of a flat tax (Q25 = 1) (only ½ of full survey also) 

Question Text (Q31) Would you still favor a flat-rate tax if it meant taxpayers could 

not deduct anything from their income EXCEPT their mortgage interest 

payments and gifts to charity? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Would favor‖ (Q31 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 74.3% 241 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 80.4% 138 66.1% 103 

Female 66.1% 103 80.4% 138 

Age:     

18-29 67.6% 34 75.3% 203 

30-44 71.0% 108 76.9% 130 

45-64 81.3% 66 71.5% 172 

65+ 77.8% 30 73.7% 208 

Party:     

Republican 65.4% 88 79.5% 152 

Democrat 80.5% 56 72.4% 184 

Independent 78.8% 96 71.3% 145 

Income:     

Refused 80.5% 19 73.8% 222 

Low 64.4% 102 81.7% 138 

Middle 81.2% 82 70.7% 158 

High 83.4% 37 72.7% 204 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 68.3% 30 75.1% 209 

H.S. Grad 70.6% 76 75.9% 164 

Some College 81.8% 70 71.1% 170 

College Grad 73.0% 64 74.7% 176 
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Table Number 63b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists on issues of fundamental tax reform 

(questions relating to flat tax) 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; November 2004 

Universe Supporters of flat tax when asked as stand-alone (Q21 = 1) 

Question Text (Q83) What if the flat tax eliminated the home mortgage deduction, 

then would you favor or oppose replacing the current income tax 

system with one flat tax rate, or don't you know enough about it yet to 

say? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q83 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 30.5% 232 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 37.3% 142 19.7% 90 

Female 19.7% 90 37.3% 142 

Age:     

18-29 14.9% 32 32.7% 199 

30-44 32.8% 72 29.1% 159 

45-64 38.4% 89 25.2% 142 

65+ 19.7% 39 32.4% 192 

Party:     

Republican 34.2% 89 28.1% 143 

Democrat 19.9% 79 35.9% 153 

Independent 38.3% 64 27.5% 168 

Income:     

Refused 15.4% 17 31.7% 215 

Low 22.2% 103 37.1% 128 

Middle 42.8% 70 25.1% 161 

High 36.3% 41 29.2% 190 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 17.4% 20 31.7% 211 

H.S. Grad 16.1% 51 34.5% 180 

Some College 31.4% 88 29.9% 144 

College Grad 43.2% 73 24.7% 159 
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Table Number 64b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists on issues of fundamental tax reform 

(questions relating to flat tax) 

Survey  Time – CNN; January 1996 

Universe Supporters of flat tax when asked as stand-alone (Q9 = 1) 

Question Text (Q10c) ―Now suppose each of the following were the only additional 

provisions added to the flat tax proposal I just described. Do you favor 

or oppose a flat tax system in which all but the low-income Americans 

pay the same percentage of their income in taxes if the new flat tax 

system [Eliminated all tax deductions for home mortgages]? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q10c = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 36.6% 382 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 39.3% 200 33.6% 182 

Female 33.6% 182 39.3% 200 

Age:     

18-29 34.0% 111 37.6% 271 

30-44 37.1% 148 36.3% 235 

45-64 40.8% 76 46.3% 306 

65+ 34.2% 47 52.7% 335 

Party:     

Republican 32.7% 115 38.3% 267 

Democrat 23.7% 85 40.3% 297 

Independent 45.1% 182 28.9% 200 

Income:     

Refused 28.4% 20 37.0% 363 

Low 35.6% 264 38.8% 119 

Middle 30.6% 60 102.2% 322 

High 56.7% 39 99.1% 343 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 29.3% 54 37.6% 327 

H.S. Grad 39.9% 127 34.7% 254 

Some College 32.7% 104 41.2% 277 

College Grad 39.9% 96 39.6% 286 
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Table Number 65b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists on issues of fundamental tax reform 

(questions relating to flat tax) 

Survey  Time – CNN; January 1996 

Universe Supporters of flat tax when asked as stand-alone (Q9 = 1) 

Question Text (Q10f) ―Now suppose each of the following were the only additional 

provisions added to the flat tax proposal I just described. Do you favor 

or oppose a flat tax system in which all but the low-income Americans 

pay the same percentage of their income in taxes if the new flat tax 

system [Eliminated all tax deductions for state and local taxes, 

including property tax]? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q10f = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 43.3% 382 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 43.1% 200 43.5% 182 

Female 43.5% 182 43.1% 200 

Age:     

18-29 45.8% 111 42.3% 271 

30-44 45.6% 148 41.9% 235 

45-64 38.7% 76 58.0% 306 

65+ 37.7% 47 63.0% 335 

Party:     

Republican 45.3% 115 42.5% 267 

Democrat 43.9% 85 43.1% 297 

Independent 41.8% 182 44.7% 200 

Income:     

Refused 40.6% 20 43.4% 363 

Low 45.1% 264 39.3% 119 

Middle 38.5% 60 119.9% 322 

High 39.8% 39 126.3% 343 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 54.8% 54 41.5% 327 

H.S. Grad 45.7% 127 42.2% 254 

Some College 36.5% 104 50.2% 277 

College Grad 41.4% 96 49.5% 286 
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Table Number 66b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists on issues of fundamental tax reform 

(questions relating to flat tax) 

Survey  CNN – USA Today; November 1997 

Universe Supporters of flat tax when asked as stand-alone (Q27a = 1 or Q27b = 

1) 

Question Text (Q28a) ―A tax system in which all Americans pay the same percentage 

of their income in taxes is often referred to as a flat tax. In order to have 

a flat tax system, would you favor or oppose eliminating each of the 

following deductions from the tax code: [The deduction on interest for 

home mortgages]? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q28a = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 43.4% 518 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 39.8% 228 46.1% 289 

Female 46.1% 289 39.8% 228 

Age:     

18-29 53.8% 158 39.0% 353 

30-44 41.1% 117 44.4% 394 

45-64 37.3% 76 49.3% 435 

65+ 38.4% 160 41.0% 351 

Party:     

Republican 41.8% 105 43.8% 413 

Democrat 46.1% 225 41.3% 293 

Independent 41.0% 188 44.7% 330 

Income:     

Refused 40.2% 41 43.6% 477 

Low 48.8% 355 31.5% 163 

Middle 26.4% 75 125.8% 442 

High 32.2% 46 128.9% 472 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 50.6% 83 42.1% 434 

H.S. Grad 48.3% 192 40.6% 325 

Some College 44.9% 123 52.1% 394 

College Grad 29.1% 119 58.4% 397 
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Table Number 67b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists on issues of fundamental tax reform 

(questions relating to taxation of employer-provided health benefits) 

Survey  Kaiser Family Foundation; April 2009 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q17) Right now, workers do not pay taxes on the money that their 

employer puts into their health insurance benefits. Some policymakers 

are proposing that workers with the most generous health care benefits 

SHOULD pay taxes on a share of the money the employer puts into that 

health insurance, with those taxes helping to pay for health care reform 

including covering more of the uninsured. Do you favor or oppose 

changing the law so that workers with the most generous health care 

benefits would pay taxes on the money their employer puts toward their 

coverage? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Strongly favor‖ (Q17 = 1) or ―Somewhat favor‖ (Q17 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 41.3% 1,203 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 39.9% 583 42.7% 620 

Female 42.7% 620 39.9% 583 

Age:     

18-29 57.0% 249 37.3% 935 

30-44 42.4% 323 41.1% 861 

45-64 34.9% 412 44.9% 772 

65+ 34.0% 200 42.9% 984 

Party:     

Republican 29.5% 272 44.8% 931 

Democrat 49.5% 471 36.1% 732 

Independent 40.0% 460 42.2% 743 

Income:     

Refused 40.9% 174 41.4% 1,029 

Low 51.0% 567 32.7% 636 

Middle 30.1% 333 45.6% 870 

High 28.1% 129 42.9% 1,074 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 59.5% 158 38.6% 1,032 

H.S. Grad 43.6% 417 40.2% 773 

Some College 39.5% 285 42.0% 905 

College Grad 31.5% 329 45.2% 861 
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Table Number 68b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists on issues of fundamental tax reform 

(questions relating to taxation of employer-provided health benefits) 

Survey  Kaiser Family Foundation; April 2009 

Universe Those supporting health care reform generally (Q5b = 1) 

Question Text (Q17) Right now, workers do not pay taxes on the money that their 

employer puts into their health insurance benefits. Some policymakers 

are proposing that workers with the most generous health care benefits 

SHOULD pay taxes on a share of the money the employer puts into that 

health insurance, with those taxes helping to pay for health care reform 

including covering more of the uninsured. Do you favor or oppose 

changing the law so that workers with the most generous health care 

benefits would pay taxes on the money their employer puts toward their 

coverage? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Strongly favor‖ (Q17 = 1) or ―Somewhat favor‖ (Q17 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 50.4% 675 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 49.2% 315 51.5% 359 

Female 51.5% 359 49.2% 315 

Age:     

18-29 64.8% 145 46.4% 519 

30-44 51.0% 200 50.2% 464 

45-64 43.6% 234 54.2% 430 

65+ 43.5% 85 51.5% 579 

Party:     

Republican 47.8% 90 50.8% 585 

Democrat 50.6% 356 50.2% 319 

Independent 51.1% 229 50.0% 446 

Income:     

Refused 56.5% 92 49.5% 582 

Low 57.9% 349 42.5% 325 

Middle 38.4% 164 54.3% 510 

High 33.3% 69 52.4% 605 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 63.6% 110 47.8% 559 

H.S. Grad 51.1% 223 50.0% 446 

Some College 49.3% 148 50.7% 521 

College Grad 42.6% 188 53.4% 481 
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Table Number 69b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists on issues of fundamental tax reform only 

after being provided with additional information about its effects 

(questions relating to taxation of employer-provided health benefits) 

Survey  Kaiser Family Foundation; April 2009 

Universe Those opposing taxation of employer-provided health insurance (Q17 = 

3 or Q17 = 4) 

Question Text (Q18a) What if you heard that the current policy [is unfair because, 

right now, those Americans who buy their own health insurance instead 

of getting it through an employer don‘t get a tax break]. Would you still 

oppose changing the tax treatment of the health insurance benefits 

people get at work, or would you now favor it? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q18a = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 29.4% 629 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 28.3% 322 30.6% 308 

Female 30.6% 308 28.3% 322 

Age:     

18-29 43.4% 91 27.3% 529 

30-44 29.4% 170 29.8% 449 

45-64 26.2% 246 31.9% 373 

65+ 26.5% 112 30.3% 507 

Party:     

Republican 30.1% 181 29.2% 449 

Democrat 38.2% 202 25.3% 428 

Independent 21.9% 247 34.3% 383 

Income:     

Refused 23.4% 89 30.4% 541 

Low 34.9% 236 26.2% 393 

Middle 26.8% 218 30.9% 412 

High 27.5% 87 29.8% 543 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 55.2% 54 27.1% 568 

H.S. Grad 28.3% 213 30.3% 409 

Some College 29.5% 144 29.6% 479 

College Grad 24.4% 212 32.3% 411 
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Table Number 70b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists on issues of fundamental tax reform only 

after being provided with additional information about its effects 

(questions relating to taxation of employer-provided health benefits) 

Survey  Kaiser Family Foundation; April 2009 

Universe Those opposing taxation of employer-provided health insurance (Q17 = 

3 or Q17 = 4) 

Question Text (Q18b) What if you heard that the current policy [is unfair because 

higher-wage workers get a bigger tax break than lower-wage workers]. 

Would you still oppose changing the tax treatment of the health 

insurance benefits people get at work, or would you now favor it? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q18b = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 22.1% 629 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 24.0% 322 20.2% 308 

Female 20.2% 308 24.0% 322 

Age:     

18-29 27.4% 91 21.4% 529 

30-44 22.8% 170 22.0% 449 

45-64 21.5% 246 22.7% 373 

65+ 18.8% 112 23.0% 507 

Party:     

Republican 22.4% 181 22.0% 449 

Democrat 25.8% 202 20.4% 428 

Independent 18.9% 247 24.2% 383 

Income:     

Refused 22.2% 89 22.1% 541 

Low 27.2% 236 19.1% 393 

Middle 18.0% 218 24.3% 412 

High 18.7% 87 22.7% 543 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 31.8% 54 21.4% 568 

H.S. Grad 20.3% 213 23.3% 409 

Some College 28.4% 144 20.5% 479 

College Grad 17.7% 212 24.6% 411 
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Table Number 71b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists on issues of fundamental tax reform even 

after being provided with additional information about its effects 

(questions relating to taxation of employer-provided health benefits) 

Survey  Kaiser Family Foundation; April 2009 

Universe Those supporting taxation of employer-provided health insurance (Q17 

= 1 or Q17 = 2) 

Question Text (Q19a) What if you heard that changing the tax treatment of workers‘ 

health benefits would [mean fewer employers would offer health 

insurance]? Would you still favor changing it, or would you now 

oppose it? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Still favor‖ (Q19a = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 38.4% 497 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 42.2% 233 35.0% 264 

Female 35.0% 264 42.2% 233 

Age:     

18-29 35.1% 142 39.9% 349 

30-44 34.3% 137 40.1% 354 

45-64 47.6% 144 34.7% 347 

65+ 34.8% 68 39.1% 423 

Party:     

Republican 43.3% 80 37.5% 417 

Democrat 33.3% 233 42.9% 264 

Independent 42.7% 184 35.9% 313 

Income:     

Refused 43.8% 71 37.5% 426 

Low 36.4% 289 41.2% 208 

Middle 33.0% 100 39.8% 397 

High 58.8% 36 36.8% 461 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 35.1% 94 38.6% 398 

H.S. Grad 32.4% 182 41.2% 310 

Some College 46.2% 113 35.5% 380 

College Grad 41.3% 104 37.0% 389 

 

 



307 

 

 

Table Number 72b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists on issues of fundamental tax reform even 

after being provided with additional information about its effects 

(questions relating to taxation of employer-provided health benefits) 

Survey  Kaiser Family Foundation; April 2009 

Universe Those supporting taxation of employer-provided health insurance (Q17 

= 1 or Q17 = 2) 

Question Text (Q19b) What if you heard that changing the tax treatment of workers‘ 

health benefits would [lead to less generous health insurance coverage 

for some workers]? Would you still favor changing it, or would you 

now oppose it? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Still favor‖ (Q19b = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 41.7% 497 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 42.7% 233 40.8% 264 

Female 40.8% 264 42.7% 233 

Age:     

18-29 39.8% 142 42.5% 349 

30-44 49.0% 137 38.9% 354 

45-64 41.8% 144 41.7% 347 

65+ 31.1% 68 43.4% 423 

Party:     

Republican 41.1% 80 41.8% 417 

Democrat 41.1% 233 42.3% 264 

Independent 42.8% 184 41.1% 313 

Income:     

Refused 40.2% 71 42.0% 426 

Low 41.1% 289 42.6% 208 

Middle 44.5% 100 41.0% 397 

High 42.3% 36 41.7% 461 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 43.3% 94 41.1% 398 

H.S. Grad 38.6% 182 43.3% 310 

Some College 43.0% 113 41.1% 380 

College Grad 43.6% 104 41.0% 389 
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Table Number 73b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists on issues of fundamental tax reform 

(questions relating to tax treatment of capital income) 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; January 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q43) Currently, income from investments and interest is generally 

taxed less than income from wages and salaries. Do you think income 

from investments should be taxed more than income from salaries, 

Question: less than income from salaries, or should income from 

investments be taxed about the same as income from salaries? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Less‖ (Q43 = 2) or ―Same‖ (Q43 = 3) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 81.7% 1,118 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 84.1% 537 79.5% 581 

Female 79.5% 581 84.1% 537 

Age:     

18-29 83.7% 243 81.5% 869 

30-44 83.3% 328 81.5% 784 

45-64 83.0% 359 81.5% 752 

65+ 75.5% 182 83.3% 930 

Party:     

Republican 89.6% 344 78.2% 774 

Democrat 75.2% 376 85.0% 742 

Independent 81.1% 398 82.1% 720 

Income:     

Refused 71.0% 65 82.4% 1,053 

Low 78.4% 540 84.8% 578 

Middle 84.7% 386 80.1% 732 

High 92.1% 126 80.4% 992 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 74.3% 103 82.7% 1,010 

H.S. Grad 83.5% 365 81.2% 748 

Some College 83.2% 332 81.4% 781 

College Grad 81.5% 313 82.1% 800 
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Table Number 74b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Awareness of scientific community‘s views on climate change 

Survey 

Organization/Date 

Newsweek; April 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q14) Now, thinking specifically about the issue of global warming… 

Do you think most climate scientists agree that the earth has been 

warming in recent years, OR do you think there is a lot of disagreement 

among climate scientists about whether the earth has been warming? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Most scientists agree‖ (Q14 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 52.3% 1,002 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 49.6% 485 54.8% 517 

Female 54.8% 517 49.6% 485 

Age:     

18-29 63.6% 183 49.6% 782 

30-44 52.4% 362 52.1% 603 

45-64 49.3% 252 53.2% 713 

65+ 43.9% 168 54.0% 797 

Party: 31.3% 224 58.3% 778 

Republican 62.3% 276 48.5% 726 

Democrat 56.1% 502 48.4% 500 

Independent     

Education: 49.5% 364 53.9% 624 

Not H.S. Grad 51.8% 113 52.4% 875 

H.S. Grad 51.1% 237 52.7% 751 

Some College 57.3% 274 50.4% 714 

College Grad 31.3% 224 58.3% 778 
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Table Number 75b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Awareness of scientific community‘s views on climate change 

Survey 

Organization/Date 

Newsweek; August 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q15) Do you think most climate scientists agree that human activities, 

such as burning coal and oil, are a major cause of global warming, OR 

do you think there is a lot of disagreement among climate scientists 

about whether human activities are a major cause? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Most scientists agree‖ (Q15 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 46.7% 1,002 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 50.8% 485 42.8% 517 

Female 42.8% 517 50.8% 485 

Age:     

18-29 56.2% 183 45.1% 782 

30-44 47.6% 362 47.0% 603 

45-64 48.4% 252 46.8% 713 

65+ 34.9% 168 49.8% 797 

Party:     

Republican 27.0% 224 52.4% 778 

Democrat 52.7% 276 44.4% 726 

Independent 52.2% 502 41.2% 500 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 43.6% 364 48.7% 624 

H.S. Grad 40.5% 113 47.6% 875 

Some College 48.2% 237 46.4% 751 

College Grad 52.5% 274 44.7% 714 
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Table Number 76b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Awareness of scientific community‘s views on climate change 

Survey 

Organization/Date 

ABC News – Stanford; April 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q30) Do you think most scientists agree with one another about 

whether or not global warming is happening, or do you think there is a 

lot of disagreement among scientists on this issue? 

(Q31)Do you think most scientists believe that global warming is 

happening or is not happening? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Most agree‖ (Q30 = 1) and ―Is happening‖ (Q31 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 39.5% 1,002 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 41.6% 510 41.6% 510 

Female 37.4% 492 37.4% 492 

Age:     

18-29 52.5% 208 36.1% 765 

30-44 42.0% 374 38.1% 599 

45-64 32.6% 234 41.9% 738 

65+ 27.4% 157 42.0% 816 

Party:     

Republican 27.3% 223 43.0% 779 

Democrat 48.6% 341 34.9% 661 

Independent 38.7% 437 40.2% 565 

Income:     

Refused 39.5% 131 39.5% 871 

Low 37.4% 406 41.0% 596 

Middle 40.9% 292 39.0% 710 

High 42.3% 172 39.0% 830 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 37.7% 140 39.8% 845 

H.S. Grad 33.8% 310 42.1% 675 

Some College 42.4% 244 38.5% 742 

College Grad 43.9% 291 37.6% 695 
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Table Number 77b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Awareness of scientific community‘s views on climate change 

Survey 

Organization/Date 

ABC News – Stanford; April 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q11) How much do you trust the things that scientists say about the 

environment - completely, a lot, a moderate amount, a little, or not at 

all? 

Dependent Response(s)  ―Completely‖ (Q11 = 1) or ―A lot‖ (Q11 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 31.8% 1,002 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 31.4% 492 32.3% 510 

Female 32.3% 510 31.4% 492 

Age:     

18-29 28.8% 208 33.0% 765 

30-44 31.4% 374 32.5% 599 

45-64 38.9% 234 29.9% 738 

65+ 27.9% 157 32.9% 816 

Party:     

Republican 23.4% 223 34.3% 779 

Democrat 43.2% 341 26.0% 661 

Independent 27.2% 437 35.4% 565 

Income:     

Refused 29.7% 131 32.2% 871 

Low 28.1% 406 34.4% 596 

Middle 32.5% 292 31.6% 710 

High 41.1% 172 29.9% 830 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 30.8% 140 31.8% 845 

H.S. Grad 24.6% 310 34.9% 675 

Some College 31.9% 244 31.6% 742 

College Grad 39.4% 291 28.4% 695 
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Table Number 78b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Individual belief that global warming exists 

Survey 

Organization/Date 

Newsweek; August 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q16) Which of the following BEST describes your views about global 

warming and climate change? Do you think climate change… 

Dependent Response(s) ―Is already happening because of global warming‖ (Q16 = 1) or ―Will 

happen in the next few years‖ (Q16 = 2) or ―Will happen in your 

lifetime‖ (Q16 = 3) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 61.9% 1,002 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 62.9% 485 60.9% 517 

Female 60.9% 517 62.9% 485 

Age:     

18-29 75.5% 183 58.9% 782 

30-44 62.1% 362 62.0% 603 

45-64 60.5% 252 62.6% 713 

65+ 49.5% 168 64.7% 797 

Party:     

Republican 41.7% 224 67.7% 778 

Democrat 67.7% 276 59.6% 726 

Independent 67.6% 502 56.1% 500 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 59.8% 364 63.0% 624 

H.S. Grad 55.5% 113 62.6% 875 

Some College 63.5% 237 61.3% 751 

College Grad 65.6% 274 60.3% 714 
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Table Number 79b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Individual belief that global warming exists 

Survey 

Organization/Date 

CNN; June 2008 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q40) Which of the following statements comes closest to your view of 

global warming:  

Dependent Response(s) “Global warming is a proven fact and is mostly caused by emissions 

from cars and industrial facilities such as power plants and 

factories” (Q40 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 54.1% 1,035 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 49.2% 500 58.6% 535 

Female 58.6% 535 49.2% 500 

Age:     

18-29 60.6% 231 52.3% 799 

30-44 58.8% 270 52.6% 760 

45-64 52.7% 357 55.0% 673 

65+ 41.3% 172 56.8% 858 

Party:     

Republican 32.3% 292 62.7% 743 

Democrat 69.8% 399 44.3% 636 

Independent 54.5% 344 53.9% 691 

Income:     

Refused 51.0% 65 54.3% 970 

Low 58.6% 458 50.6% 577 

Middle 50.1% 319 55.9% 716 

High 51.2% 193 54.8% 842 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 53.4% 128 54.3% 903 

H.S. Grad 54.1% 337 54.2% 694 

Some College 50.8% 274 55.4% 756 

College Grad 57.9% 291 52.8% 739 
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Table Number 80b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Individual belief that government should generally address the issue of 

climate change 

Survey 

Organization/Date 

NBC News – Wall Street Journal; January 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q29) From what you know about global climate change or global 

warming, which one of the following statements comes closest to your 

opinion? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Global climate change has been established as a serious problem, and 

immediate action is necessary‖ (Q29 = 1) or ―There is enough evidence 

that climate change is taking place and some action should be taken‖ 

(Q29 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 64.1% 1,007 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 63.1% 484 65.1% 523 

Female 65.1% 523 63.1% 484 

Age:     

18-29 70.7% 142 63.2% 855 

30-44 69.6% 299 62.0% 698 

45-64 63.1% 369 65.0% 628 

65+ 53.3% 186 66.8% 811 

Party:     

Republican 43.9% 233 70.2% 774 

Democrat 73.3% 283 60.6% 724 

Independent 68.5% 490 60.0% 517 

Income:     

Refused 60.4% 159 64.8% 848 

Low 62.0% 375 65.4% 632 

Middle 68.5% 321 62.1% 686 

High 64.1% 152 64.2% 855 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 52.3% 62 65.1% 935 

H.S. Grad 59.4% 389 67.5% 608 

Some College 69.3% 173 63.3% 824 

College Grad 69.1% 373 61.5% 624 
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Table Number 81b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Individual belief that government should generally address the issue of 

climate change 

Survey 

Organization/Date 

ABC News – Stanford – Washington Post; April 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q28)  Do you think the federal government should do more than it‘s 

doing now to try to deal with global warming, should do less than it‘s 

doing now, or is it doing about the right amount? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Much more‖ (Q28 = 1) or ―Somewhat more‖ (Q28 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 69.5% 1,002 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 65.9% 492 73.0% 510 

Female 73.0% 510 65.9% 492 

Age:     

18-29 76.2% 208 67.9% 765 

30-44 72.0% 374 68.2% 599 

45-64 69.0% 234 69.9% 738 

65+ 56.5% 157 72.2% 816 

Party:     

Republican 45.6% 223 76.3% 779 

Democrat 86.4% 341 60.8% 661 

Independent 68.5% 437 70.3% 565 

Income:     

Refused 59.2% 131 71.0% 871 

Low 68.6% 406 70.1% 596 

Middle 73.1% 292 68.0% 710 

High 73.3% 172 68.7% 830 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 66.2% 140 70.0% 845 

H.S. Grad 68.0% 310 70.1% 675 

Some College 72.2% 244 68.6% 742 

College Grad 70.2% 291 69.1% 695 
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Table Number 82b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Individual belief that government can address the issue of climate 

change 

Survey 

Organization/Date 

CBS News – New York Times; April 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q53) Is reducing global warming something the federal government 

can do a lot about, can do something about, or cannot do much about? 

Dependent Response(s) ―A lot‖ (Q53 = 1) or ―Something‖ (Q53 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 82.5% 1,052 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 82.4% 505 82.5% 547 

Female 82.5% 547 82.4% 505 

Age:     

18-29 88.3% 228 80.9% 824 

30-44 87.3% 308 80.5% 744 

45-64 81.1% 344 83.2% 708 

65+ 68.8% 171 85.1% 881 

Party:     

Republican 71.5% 251 85.9% 801 

Democrat 88.4% 363 79.4% 689 

Independent 83.8% 438 81.5% 614 

Income:     

Refused 67.9% 47 83.2% 1,005 

Low 81.4% 478 83.4% 574 

Middle 84.6% 369 81.3% 683 

High 85.1% 158 82.0% 894 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 78.5% 85 82.8% 963 

H.S. Grad 78.2% 358 84.7% 690 

Some College 86.8% 306 80.7% 742 

College Grad 84.2% 300 81.8% 748 
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Table Number 83b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Support for gas tax increase generally 

Survey 

Organization/Date 

CBS News – New York Times; February 2006 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q66) Would you favor or oppose an increased federal tax on gasoline? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q66 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 12.1% 1,018 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 14.2% 489 10.1% 529 

Female 10.1% 529 14.2% 489 

Age:     

18-29 11.0% 221 12.3% 796 

30-44 14.8% 298 10.9% 718 

45-64 10.5% 332 12.8% 685 

65+ 11.5% 165 12.1% 851 

Party:     

Republican 9.7% 289 13.1% 729 

Democrat 15.5% 381 10.1% 637 

Independent 10.4% 348 13.0% 670 

Income:     

Refused 7.8% 57 12.3% 961 

Low 7.7% 478 16.0% 540 

Middle 10.8% 344 12.8% 674 

High 32.2% 139 8.9% 879 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 6.9% 74 12.5% 941 

H.S. Grad 6.7% 364 15.2% 651 

Some College 9.1% 295 13.4% 720 

College Grad 23.7% 282 7.7% 733 
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Table Number 84b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Support for gas tax increase when supplemented with information about 

possible effects on global warming 

Survey 

Organization/Date 

CBS News – New York Times; April 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q56) In order to cut down on energy consumption and reduce global-

warming, would you favor or oppose an increased federal tax on 

gasoline?  

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q56 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 38.1% 1,052 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 38.0% 505 38.2% 547 

Female 38.2% 547 38.0% 505 

Age:     

18-29 39.3% 228 37.8% 824 

30-44 38.8% 308 37.8% 744 

45-64 41.0% 344 36.7% 708 

65+ 29.6% 171 39.8% 881 

Party:     

Republican 30.6% 251 40.5% 801 

Democrat 44.0% 363 35.0% 689 

Independent 37.5% 438 38.5% 614 

Income:     

Refused 28.8% 47 38.5% 1,005 

Low 32.0% 478 43.2% 574 

Middle 43.0% 369 35.4% 683 

High 47.8% 158 36.4% 894 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 28.1% 85 39.1% 963 

H.S. Grad 34.7% 358 40.0% 690 

Some College 35.2% 306 39.5% 742 

College Grad 48.4% 300 34.1% 748 
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Table Number 85b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Support for gas tax increase among global warming believers when 

supplemented with information about possible effects on global 

warming 

Survey 

Organization/Date 

CBS News – New York Times; April 2007 

Universe Those believing that government can do something to combat global 

warming (Q53 = 1 or Q53 = 2) 

Question Text (Q56) In order to cut down on energy consumption and reduce global-

warming, would you favor or oppose an increased federal tax on 

gasoline?  

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q56 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 43.7% 868 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 44.6% 417 42.9% 451 

Female 42.9% 451 44.6% 417 

Age:     

18-29 42.5% 201 44.1% 666 

30-44 43.0% 269 44.0% 598 

45-64 48.2% 279 41.6% 588 

65+ 36.8% 118 44.8% 750 

Party:     

Republican 38.5% 180 45.1% 688 

Democrat 46.6% 321 42.0% 547 

Independent 43.7% 367 43.7% 500 

Income:     

Refused 37.2% 32 43.9% 836 

Low 37.0% 389 49.1% 479 

Middle 48.2% 313 41.2% 555 

High 54.1% 134 41.8% 733 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 34.4% 66 44.7% 798 

H.S. Grad 40.3% 280 45.6% 584 

Some College 38.7% 265 46.2% 599 

College Grad 55.9% 252 39.0% 612 
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Table Number 86b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Support for gas tax increase only after being informed that it could 

combat global warming 

Survey 

Organization/Date 

CBS News – New York Times; February 2006 

Universe Those opposing gas tax increase generally, when supplemented with no 

information (Q66 = 2) 

Question Text (Q69) What if the increased tax on gasoline would cut down on energy 

consumption and reduce global warming, then would you favor or 

oppose an increased federal tax on gasoline?  

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q69 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 54.8% 863 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 53.2% 409 56.2% 454 

Female 56.2% 454 53.2% 409 

Age:     

18-29 60.2% 183 53.4% 680 

30-44 61.9% 249 51.9% 614 

45-64 49.4% 288 57.5% 575 

65+ 46.6% 144 56.5% 719 

Party:     

Republican 48.4% 253 57.5% 610 

Democrat 58.5% 318 52.6% 545 

Independent 56.3% 292 54.0% 571 

Income:     

Refused 52.8% 43 54.9% 820 

Low 52.0% 429 57.6% 434 

Middle 61.0% 298 51.5% 565 

High 48.6% 93 55.5% 770 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 43.9% 63 55.9% 797 

H.S. Grad 54.3% 334 55.4% 526 

Some College 53.8% 261 55.5% 599 

College Grad 61.0% 202 53.1% 658 
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Table Number 87b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Support for gas tax increase only after being informed that it could 

reduce U.S. dependence on foreign oil 

Survey 

Organization/Date 

CBS News – New York Times; February 2006 

Universe Those opposing gas tax increase generally, when supplemented with no 

information (Q66 = 2) 

Question Text (Q68) What if the increased tax on gasoline would reduce the United 

States' dependence on foreign oil, then would you favor or oppose an 

increased federal tax on gasoline? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q68 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 41.4% 863 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 46.1% 409 37.3% 454 

Female 37.3% 454 46.1% 409 

Age:     

18-29 42.0% 183 41.3% 680 

30-44 41.0% 249 41.6% 614 

45-64 41.8% 288 41.3% 575 

65+ 40.9% 144 41.6% 719 

Party:     

Republican 43.6% 253 40.6% 610 

Democrat 46.9% 318 38.3% 545 

Independent 33.7% 292 45.4% 571 

Income:     

Refused 41.3% 43 41.4% 820 

Low 46.0% 429 37.0% 434 

Middle 37.4% 298 43.6% 565 

High 33.5% 93 42.4% 770 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 61.7% 63 39.6% 797 

H.S. Grad 37.9% 334 43.3% 526 

Some College 42.0% 261 40.9% 599 

College Grad 39.4% 202 41.8% 658 
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Table Number 88b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Belief that trade with other countries does not benefit U.S. economy 

Survey 

Organization/Date 

CBS News – New York Times; March 2008 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q74) On balance, do you think trade with other countries -- both 

buying and selling products -- is good for the U.S. economy, or is it bad 

for the U.S. economy, or does it have no effect?  

Dependent Response(s) ―Bad‖ (Q74 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 31.5% 1,368 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 30.6% 657 32.3% 711 

Female 32.3% 711 30.6% 657 

Age:     

18-29 32.3% 297 31.3% 1,071 

30-44 31.2% 401 31.6% 967 

45-64 29.2% 448 32.6% 920 

65+ 35.7% 222 30.7% 1,146 

Party:     

Republican 23.4% 352 34.3% 1,016 

Democrat 34.8% 554 29.3% 814 

Independent 33.7% 462 30.4% 906 

Income:     

Refused 42.1% 71 30.9% 1,297 

Low 35.7% 601 28.2% 767 

Middle 30.7% 468 31.9% 900 

High 19.0% 228 34.0% 1,140 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 36.2% 130 30.9% 1,233 

H.S. Grad 37.3% 463 28.4% 900 

Some College 33.6% 397 30.5% 966 

College Grad 20.1% 373 35.7% 990 
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Table Number 89b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Belief that immigrants do not pay their fair share of taxes 

Survey 

Organization/Date 

NPR-Kaiser-Harvard; Summer 2004  

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q20) Do you think most recent immigrants pay their fair share of 

taxes, or not? 

Dependent Response(s) ―No, do not pay their fair share of taxes‖ (Q20 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 57.5% 1,888 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 59.5% 910 55.6% 978 

Female 55.6% 978 59.5% 910 

Age:     

18-29 53.9% 415 58.7% 1,419 

30-44 59.8% 731 56.2% 1,104 

45-64 56.6% 394 57.9% 1,441 

65+ 58.7% 295 57.4% 1,539 

Party:     

Republican 64.2% 517 54.9% 1,371 

Democrat 57.2% 599 57.6% 1,289 

Independent 53.1% 772 60.5% 1,116 

Income:     

Refused 53.2% 136 57.8% 1,752 

Low 57.0% 1,102 58.1% 786 

Middle 58.5% 487 57.1% 1,401 

High 61.2% 163 57.1% 1,725 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 61.3% 321 56.8% 1,540 

H.S. Grad 62.2% 643 55.1% 1,218 

Some College 60.5% 453 56.6% 1,408 

College Grad 45.1% 445 61.4% 1,416 
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Table Number 90b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Support for CAFÉ standards 

Survey 

Organization/Date 

CBS News – New York Times; April 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q55) In order to cut down on energy consumption and reduce global-

warming, do you favor or oppose requiring car manufacturers to 

produce cars that are more energy efficient? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q55 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 92.0% 1,052 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 91.1% 505 92.9% 547 

Female 92.9% 547 91.1% 505 

Age:     

18-29 91.6% 228 92.1% 824 

30-44 90.8% 308 92.5% 744 

45-64 93.0% 344 91.5% 708 

65+ 92.7% 171 91.9% 881 

Party:     

Republican 89.5% 251 92.8% 801 

Democrat 92.6% 363 91.7% 689 

Independent 93.0% 438 91.3% 614 

Income:     

Refused 84.2% 47 92.4% 1,005 

Low 92.6% 478 91.5% 574 

Middle 91.8% 369 92.2% 683 

High 93.2% 158 91.8% 894 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 94.0% 85 92.2% 963 

H.S. Grad 88.9% 358 94.2% 690 

Some College 95.5% 306 91.0% 742 

College Grad 92.8% 300 92.2% 748 

 



326 

 

 

Table Number 91b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Support for tighter CAFÉ standards among global warming believers 

Survey 

Organization/Date 

CBS News – New York Times; April 2007 

Universe Those believing that government can do something to combat global 

warming (Q53 = 1 or Q53 = 2) 

Question Text (Q55) In order to cut down on energy consumption and reduce global-

warming, do you favor or oppose requiring car manufacturers to 

produce cars that are more energy efficient? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q55 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 95.1% 868 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 94.9% 417 95.3% 451 

Female 95.3% 451 94.9% 417 

Age:     

18-29 94.2% 201 95.3% 666 

30-44 94.3% 269 95.4% 598 

45-64 96.6% 279 94.4% 588 

65+ 94.9% 118 95.1% 750 

Party:     

Republican 94.0% 180 95.3% 688 

Democrat 94.8% 321 95.2% 547 

Independent 95.8% 367 94.5% 500 

Income:     

Refused 90.6% 32 95.2% 836 

Low 94.0% 389 96.0% 479 

Middle 96.1% 313 94.5% 555 

High 97.0% 134 94.7% 733 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 98.2% 66 95.2% 798 

H.S. Grad 91.7% 280 97.3% 584 

Some College 96.7% 265 94.9% 599 

College Grad 97.6% 252 94.6% 612 
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Table Number 92b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Disagreement with economists in that respondent supports tighter 

CAFÉ standards but opposes increased gas tax 

Survey 

Organization/Date 

CBS News – New York Times; April 2007 

Universe Those supporting tighter CAFÉ standards (Q55 = 1) 

Question Text (Q56) In order to cut down on energy consumption and reduce global-

warming, would you favor or oppose an increased federal tax on 

gasoline?  

Dependent Response(s) Oppose (Q56 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 55.2% 968 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 56.8% 460 53.8% 508 

Female 53.8% 508 56.8% 460 

Age:     

18-29 51.9% 209 56.2% 759 

30-44 52.6% 280 56.3% 688 

45-64 54.5% 320 55.6% 648 

65+ 65.9% 158 53.2% 810 

Party:     

Republican 62.0% 225 53.2% 743 

Democrat 49.4% 336 58.4% 632 

Independent 56.4% 407 54.4% 561 

Income:     

Refused 65.8% 39 54.8% 929 

Low 61.3% 442 50.1% 526 

Middle 50.5% 339 57.8% 629 

High 45.2% 147 57.1% 821 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 67.3% 80 54.2% 888 

H.S. Grad 57.7% 318 54.0% 650 

Some College 60.3% 292 53.0% 676 

College Grad 43.7% 278 59.9% 690 
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Table Number 93b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists in preferring gas tax increase to tighter 

CAFÉ standards 

Survey 

Organization/Date 

CBS News – New York Times; February 2006 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q32) In order to cut down on energy consumption and reduce global-

warming, which would you prefer -- requiring car manufacturers to 

produce cars that are more energy efficient OR imposing an increased 

federal tax on gasoline? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Federal tax on gasoline‖ (Q32 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 7.6% 1,018 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 6.8% 489 8.4% 529 

Female 8.4% 529 6.8% 489 

Age:     

18-29 10.7% 221 6.8% 796 

30-44 8.6% 298 7.2% 718 

45-64 4.4% 332 9.2% 685 

65+ 8.0% 165 7.5% 851 

Party:     

Republican 9.7% 289 6.8% 729 

Democrat 7.0% 381 8.0% 637 

Independent 6.6% 348 8.2% 670 

Income:     

Refused 7.1% 57 7.6% 961 

Low 7.6% 478 7.6% 540 

Middle 6.0% 344 8.5% 674 

High 11.8% 139 7.0% 879 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 8.5% 74 7.6% 941 

H.S. Grad 6.8% 364 8.1% 651 

Some College 4.3% 295 9.0% 720 

College Grad 12.0% 282 6.0% 733 
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Table Number 94b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Support for cap-and-trade policy generally  

Survey 

Organization/Date 

CNN; April 2009 

Universe All surveyed (½ of survey only) 

Question Text (Q25) A proposal called "cap and trade" would allow the federal 

government to limit the emissions from industrial facilities such as 

power plants and factories that some people believe cause global 

warming. Companies that exceed the limit could avoid fines or higher 

taxes by paying money to other companies that produced fewer 

emissions than allowed. Would you favor or oppose this proposal? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q25 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 44.1% 1,014 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 42.7% 513 45.5% 491 

Female 45.5% 491 42.7% 513 

Age:     

18-29 47.3% 189 43.4% 804 

30-44 47.3% 367 42.3% 626 

45-64 41.4% 264 45.1% 730 

65+ 38.2% 173 45.4% 820 

Party:     

Republican 32.0% 252 48.1% 752 

Democrat 57.6% 330 37.4% 674 

Independent 40.7% 422 46.5% 582 

Income:     

Refused 39.9% 97 44.5% 907 

Low 45.2% 460 43.1% 544 

Middle 48.0% 260 42.7% 744 

High 38.0% 187 45.4% 817 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 40.7% 137 44.7% 858 

H.S. Grad 50.1% 322 41.3% 673 

Some College 42.9% 276 44.6% 719 

College Grad 39.9% 260 45.6% 735 
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Table Number 95b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Support for cap-and-trade policy generally  

Survey 

Organization/Date 

CNN; June 2008 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q41) One plan to reduce global warming would have the government 

set a limit on the amount of those emissions that companies could 

produce each year. Companies that exceed that limit would face fines 

or higher taxes, but they could avoid those penalties by paying money 

to other companies that produced fewer emissions than allowed. Would 

you favor or oppose this proposal?  

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q41 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 51.7% 1,035 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 45.8% 500 57.1% 535 

Female 57.1% 535 45.8% 500 

Age:     

18-29 58.3% 231 49.8% 799 

30-44 58.5% 270 49.3% 760 

45-64 44.1% 357 55.8% 673 

65+ 48.0% 172 52.4% 858 

Party:     

Republican 38.7% 292 56.7% 743 

Democrat 66.7% 399 42.2% 636 

Independent 45.2% 344 54.9% 691 

Income:     

Refused 44.3% 65 52.1% 970 

Low 54.3% 458 49.6% 577 

Middle 48.7% 319 53.0% 716 

High 52.8% 193 51.4% 842 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 39.2% 128 53.5% 903 

H.S. Grad 54.5% 337 50.3% 694 

Some College 54.2% 274 50.8% 756 

College Grad 51.6% 291 51.8% 739 
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Table Number 96b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Support for cap-and-trade policy among human activity-induced global 

warming believers 

Survey 

Organization/Date 

CNN; June 2008 

Universe Belief that human activity is contributing to global warming (Q40 = 1) 

Question Text (Q41) One plan to reduce global warming would have the government 

set a limit on the amount of those emissions that companies could 

produce each year. Companies that exceed that limit would face fines 

or higher taxes, but they could avoid those penalties by paying money 

to other companies that produced fewer emissions than allowed. Would 

you favor or oppose this proposal?  

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q41 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 61.7% 560 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 55.6% 246 66.4% 314 

Female 66.4% 314 55.6% 246 

Age:     

18-29 64.9% 140 60.4% 418 

30-44 63.9% 159 60.6% 399 

45-64 57.8% 188 63.4% 370 

65+ 59.6% 71 61.8% 487 

Party:     

Republican 60.8% 94 61.8% 466 

Democrat 67.1% 279 56.2% 281 

Independent 54.0% 187 65.5% 373 

Income:     

Refused 55.0% 33 62.1% 527 

Low 60.1% 268 63.1% 292 

Middle 61.6% 160 61.7% 400 

High 68.3% 99 60.2% 461 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 42.7% 68 64.2% 490 

H.S. Grad 65.7% 183 59.6% 376 

Some College 63.2% 139 61.0% 419 

College Grad 63.4% 169 60.8% 390 
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Table Number 97b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists in opposition to federal gas tax holiday 

Survey 

Organization/Date 

Gallup; May 2008 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q41) Do you favor or oppose a proposal that would suspend the 

federal tax on gasoline during the coming summer months? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q41 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 41.7% 1,017 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 45.8% 490 37.9% 527 

Female 37.9% 527 45.8% 490 

Age:     

18-29 37.0% 188 42.8% 820 

30-44 41.9% 366 41.6% 641 

45-64 42.4% 261 41.5% 747 

65+ 45.1% 193 40.9% 815 

Party:     

Republican 37.9% 277 43.1% 740 

Democrat 47.4% 379 38.4% 638 

Independent 38.7% 361 43.4% 656 

Income:     

Refused 37.1% 78 42.1% 939 

Low 33.9% 463 48.3% 554 

Middle 48.9% 286 38.9% 731 

High 51.8% 190 39.4% 827 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 23.7% 91 43.4% 921 

H.S. Grad 38.0% 319 43.3% 693 

Some College 38.7% 290 42.8% 722 

College Grad 53.3% 311 36.4% 701 
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Table Number 98b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of U.S. payroll tax system 

Survey 

Organization/Date 

Kaiser-NPR-Washington Post; February 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q6) Do you happen to know who pays Social Security taxes: is it 

workers, employers, or both workers and employers? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Both workers and employers‖ (Q6 = 3) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 76.5% 1,236 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 77.7% 597 75.4% 639 

Female 75.4% 639 77.7% 597 

Age:     

18-29 71.2% 259 78.0% 977 

30-44 73.7% 366 77.8% 870 

45-64 78.1% 392 75.8% 844 

65+ 85.0% 219 74.7% 1,017 

Party:     

Republican 80.0% 361 75.1% 875 

Democrat 72.0% 464 79.3% 772 

Independent 78.6% 411 75.5% 825 

Income:     

Refused 73.0% 117 76.9% 1,119 

Low 72.3% 645 81.2% 591 

Middle 80.4% 329 75.1% 907 

High 89.4% 145 74.8% 1,091 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 61.8% 195 79.2% 1,037 

H.S. Grad 76.0% 418 76.7% 814 

Some College 76.1% 309 76.6% 923 

College Grad 86.6% 310 73.1% 922 
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Table Number 99b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of U.S. payroll tax system 

Survey Kaiser-NPR-Washington Post; February 2005 

Universe All those providing response to question of employment status (Q7 < 8) 

Question Text (Q8) To the best of your knowledge, do you pay Social Security taxes, 

or not? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Yes, pay social security taxes‖ if employed (Q8 = 1 if (Q7 = 1 or Q7 = 

2)) 

―No, do not pay‖ if not employed (Q8 = 2 if (Q7 ≠ 1 and Q7 ≠ 2)) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 80.8% 1,219 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 80.7% 591 81.0% 627 

Female 81.0% 627 80.7% 591 

Age:     

18-29 73.1% 259 82.9% 960 

30-44 88.9% 358 77.5% 860 

45-64 83.9% 387 79.4% 832 

65+ 71.4% 215 82.9% 1,003 

Party:     

Republican 79.6% 354 81.3% 864 

Democrat 84.0% 454 78.9% 764 

Independent 78.4% 410 82.1% 808 

Income:     

Refused 74.8% 113 81.5% 1,106 

Low 78.2% 636 83.8% 582 

Middle 83.7% 326 79.8% 892 

High 91.0% 143 79.5% 1,075 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 68.0% 189 83.3% 1,027 

H.S. Grad 84.3% 411 79.2% 805 

Some College 79.0% 307 81.5% 909 

College Grad 86.2% 309 79.1% 906 
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Table Number 100b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of U.S. payroll tax system 

Survey Kaiser-Harvard-Washington Post; February 2005 

Universe Those believing they pay Social Security taxes (Q8 = 1) 

Question Text (Q9) Do you happen to know what percentage of your income goes to 

Social Security taxes, including what you pay and what your employer 

pays?  

(Q9a) If yes, what percentage is that? 

(Q9b) I know not everyone pays attention to these things. We‘d just 

like people to give us a guess.  

Dependent Response(s) Percentage < .153, acceptable range (Q9a ≤ .153 or Q9b ≤ .153) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 30.2% 840 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 37.5% 440 22.1% 400 

Female 22.1% 400 37.5% 440 

Age:     

18-29 24.4% 163 31.6% 676 

30-44 33.0% 293 28.7% 547 

45-64 33.7% 303 28.2% 537 

65+ 18.6% 81 31.4% 759 

Party:     

Republican 36.8% 252 27.3% 588 

Democrat 22.0% 310 34.9% 530 

Independent 33.2% 278 28.6% 562 

Income:     

Refused 24.4% 71 30.7% 769 

Low 25.0% 383 34.5% 457 

Middle 31.5% 263 29.6% 576 

High 46.8% 123 27.3% 717 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 25.8% 87 30.8% 750 

H.S. Grad 24.1% 275 33.3% 562 

Some College 30.4% 225 30.2% 611 

College Grad 38.4% 250 26.8% 587 
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Table Number 101b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of U.S. payroll tax system 

Survey Kaiser-Harvard-Washington Post; February 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q11) Which of these two statements do you think is more accurate? 

(1) Social security payroll taxes collected from workers today are used 

to pay benefits for current retirees; (2) Social Security payroll taxes 

paid by workers today are put into an account to pay for their OWN 

Social Security benefits when they retire? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Social security payroll taxes collected from workers today are used to 

pay benefits for current retirees‖ (Q11 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 72.6% 1,236 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 72.5% 597 72.7% 639 

Female 72.7% 639 72.5% 597 

Age:     

18-29 66.0% 259 74.3% 977 

30-44 75.0% 366 71.5% 870 

45-64 78.0% 392 70.1% 844 

65+ 66.6% 219 73.9% 1,017 

Party:     

Republican 76.8% 361 70.8% 875 

Democrat 68.3% 464 75.2% 772 

Independent 73.7% 411 72.0% 825 

Income:     

Refused 74.1% 117 72.4% 1,119 

Low 63.4% 645 82.6% 591 

Middle 84.0% 329 68.5% 907 

High 86.3% 145 70.8% 1,091 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 58.6% 195 75.2% 1,037 

H.S. Grad 68.3% 418 74.8% 814 

Some College 77.5% 309 71.0% 923 

College Grad 82.3% 310 69.3% 922 
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Table Number 102b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of U.S. payroll tax system 

Survey Kaiser-Harvard-Washington Post; February 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q12) On average, how much of a typical current retiree‘s income do 

you think comes from Social Security: Less than one-quarter, a quarter 

to a half, a half to three-quarters, or three-quarters or more? 

Dependent Response(s) ―A quarter to a half‖ (Q12 = 2) or ―A half to three-quarters‖ (Q12 = 3) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 61.2% 1,236 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 63.8% 597 58.9% 639 

Female 58.9% 639 63.8% 597 

Age:     

18-29 61.0% 259 61.3% 977 

30-44 64.6% 366 59.8% 870 

45-64 58.3% 392 62.6% 844 

65+ 61.3% 219 61.2% 1,017 

Party:     

Republican 70.2% 361 57.6% 875 

Democrat 55.3% 464 64.9% 772 

Independent 60.2% 411 61.8% 825 

Income:     

Refused 56.2% 117 61.8% 1,119 

Low 57.1% 645 65.8% 591 

Middle 69.8% 329 58.1% 907 

High 64.5% 145 60.8% 1,091 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 54.9% 195 62.5% 1,037 

H.S. Grad 58.7% 418 62.7% 814 

Some College 64.2% 309 60.3% 923 

College Grad 65.9% 310 59.7% 922 
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Table Number 103b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of U.S. payroll tax system 

Survey Kaiser-Harvard-Washington Post; February 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q14) Which of the following do you think best describes the surplus 

money in the Social Security trust fund? 

Dependent Response(s) ―The money is loaned to the federal government and spent on other 

government programs‖ (Q14 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 67.4% 1,236 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 65.8% 597 68.9% 639 

Female 68.9% 639 65.8% 597 

Age:     

18-29 57.9% 259 69.9% 977 

30-44 67.1% 366 67.5% 870 

45-64 73.3% 392 64.6% 844 

65+ 68.3% 219 67.2% 1,017 

Party:     

Republican 67.7% 361 67.2% 875 

Democrat 66.2% 464 68.0% 772 

Independent 68.4% 411 66.9% 825 

Income:     

Refused 73.3% 117 66.7% 1,119 

Low 64.2% 645 70.8% 591 

Middle 68.0% 329 67.1% 907 

High 75.1% 145 66.3% 1,091 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 58.6% 195 69.0% 1,037 

H.S. Grad 63.0% 418 69.6% 814 

Some College 68.9% 309 66.8% 923 

College Grad 77.1% 310 64.1% 922 
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Table Number 104b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of U.S. payroll tax system 

Survey Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q13) When you think of the federal taxes that you pay, do you think 

the amount deducted from your paycheck for Social Security and 

Medicare is part of the federal income tax, or isn‘t it part of the federal 

income tax, or don‘t you know enough to say? 

Dependent Response(s) ―It is part of the federal income tax‖ (Q13 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 29.7% 1,339 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 33.3% 644 26.3% 695 

Female 26.3% 695 33.3% 644 

Age:     

18-29 27.5% 287 30.5% 1,032 

30-44 30.2% 539 29.6% 780 

45-64 31.8% 280 29.3% 1,039 

65+ 29.4% 213 29.9% 1,106 

Party:     

Republican 30.1% 376 29.5% 963 

Democrat 30.6% 445 29.2% 894 

Independent 28.6% 518 30.4% 821 

Income:     

Refused 31.9% 80 29.5% 1,259 

Low 30.4% 688 28.9% 651 

Middle 28.4% 433 30.3% 906 

High 28.7% 138 29.8% 1,201 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 32.5% 226 29.1% 1,109 

H.S. Grad 26.6% 425 31.1% 910 

Some College 31.5% 359 29.0% 976 

College Grad 29.7% 324 29.7% 1,011 
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Table Number 105b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of recent tax policy changes 

Survey Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q11) First, to the best of your knowledge, in the past two years has 

there or hasn‘t there been a federal income tax cut? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Has been‖ (Q11 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 50.2% 1,339 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 53.1% 644 47.5% 695 

Female 47.5% 695 53.1% 644 

Age:     

18-29 49.5% 287 50.2% 1,032 

30-44 51.6% 539 48.9% 780 

45-64 54.3% 280 48.8% 1,039 

65+ 41.1% 213 51.7% 1,106 

Party:     

Republican 59.3% 376 46.6% 963 

Democrat 48.0% 445 51.2% 894 

Independent 45.4% 518 53.2% 821 

Income:     

Refused 47.5% 80 50.4% 1,259 

Low 43.3% 688 57.4% 651 

Middle 56.6% 433 47.1% 906 

High 65.8% 138 48.4% 1,201 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 30.2% 226 54.1% 1,109 

H.S. Grad 43.5% 425 53.1% 910 

Some College 55.8% 359 47.9% 976 

College Grad 66.0% 324 44.9% 1,011 
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Table Number 106b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of effects of flat tax 

Survey CBS News – New York Times; January 1996 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q50) Who do you think would benefit MOST from a flat tax system -- 

rich people, poor people, or middle income people? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Rich people‖ (Q50 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 59.2% 1,076 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 56.0% 510 62.1% 566 

Female 62.1% 566 56.0% 510 

Age:     

18-29 65.2% 249 57.4% 826 

30-44 58.0% 356 59.8% 719 

45-64 53.0% 284 61.4% 791 

65+ 63.0% 186 58.4% 889 

Party:     

Republican 47.6% 311 64.0% 765 

Democrat 70.9% 381 52.8% 695 

Independent 57.1% 383 60.4% 693 

Income:     

Refused 63.8% 40 59.0% 1,036 

Low 60.2% 775 56.8% 301 

Middle 57.3% 160 59.6% 916 

High 53.2% 101 59.8% 975 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 63.6% 112 58.8% 962 

H.S. Grad 58.9% 471 59.6% 603 

Some College 56.4% 274 60.3% 801 

College Grad 61.6% 217 58.8% 857 
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Table Number 107b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of effects of flat tax 

Survey CBS News – New York Times; November 2004 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q22) Who do you think would benefit MOST from a flat tax system -- 

rich people, poor people, or middle income people? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Rich people‖ (Q22 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 54.4% 885 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 50.8% 425 57.7% 460 

Female 57.7% 460 50.8% 425 

Age:     

18-29 58.5% 192 53.1% 689 

30-44 55.5% 259 53.7% 622 

45-64 50.8% 286 55.9% 595 

65+ 53.2% 144 54.5% 737 

Party:     

Republican 48.9% 257 56.6% 628 

Democrat 61.0% 317 50.7% 568 

Independent 52.2% 312 55.6% 573 

Income:     

Refused 33.6% 50 55.6% 835 

Low 56.0% 483 52.4% 402 

Middle 61.0% 253 51.7% 632 

High 40.1% 100 56.2% 785 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 58.9% 73 53.8% 809 

H.S. Grad 54.7% 289 54.0% 593 

Some College 49.6% 258 56.2% 624 

College Grad 57.1% 263 53.0% 619 
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Table Number 108b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of effects of flat tax 

Survey CBS News – New York Times; January 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q42) Who do you think would benefit MOST from a flat tax system -- 

rich people, poor people, or middle income people? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Rich people‖ (Q42 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 53.4% 1,118 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 47.9% 537 58.5% 581 

Female 58.5% 581 47.9% 537 

Age:     

18-29 57.2% 243 52.6% 869 

30-44 57.5% 328 52.0% 784 

45-64 53.4% 359 53.7% 752 

65+ 42.0% 182 55.9% 930 

Party:     

Republican 43.6% 344 57.7% 774 

Democrat 61.8% 376 49.1% 742 

Independent 53.8% 398 53.1% 720 

Income:     

Refused 48.5% 65 53.7% 1,053 

Low 54.7% 540 52.1% 578 

Middle 52.7% 386 53.7% 732 

High 52.2% 126 53.5% 992 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 57.6% 103 53.2% 1,010 

H.S. Grad 51.5% 365 54.7% 748 

Some College 47.1% 332 56.4% 781 

College Grad 61.8% 313 50.4% 800 
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Table Number 109b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of effects of flat tax 

Survey Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q29) And do you think people with high incomes would generally pay 

more income tax, less income tax, or about the same amount of income 

tax as they pay now? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Less income tax‖ (Q29 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 34.7% 1,339 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 32.3% 644 36.9% 695 

Female 36.9% 695 32.3% 644 

Age:     

18-29 45.3% 287 31.5% 1,032 

30-44 37.2% 539 32.7% 780 

45-64 27.4% 280 36.5% 1,039 

65+ 22.6% 213 36.9% 1,106 

Party:     

Republican 37.7% 376 33.5% 963 

Democrat 33.9% 445 35.0% 894 

Independent 33.1% 518 35.7% 821 

Income:     

Refused 27.0% 80 35.1% 1,259 

Low 30.5% 688 39.1% 651 

Middle 39.9% 433 32.1% 906 

High 43.2% 138 33.7% 1,201 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 25.2% 226 36.6% 1,109 

H.S. Grad 28.6% 425 37.5% 910 

Some College 38.0% 359 33.5% 976 

College Grad 45.7% 324 31.2% 1,011 
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Table Number 110b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of effects of national sales tax 

Survey Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q59) And do you think people with high incomes would generally pay 

more income tax, less income tax, or about the same amount of income 

tax as they pay now? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Less income tax‖ (Q59 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 26.3% 1,339 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 29.4% 644 23.6% 695 

Female 23.6% 695 29.4% 644 

Age:     

18-29 26.0% 287 26.5% 1,032 

30-44 25.7% 539 26.9% 780 

45-64 27.4% 280 26.2% 1,039 

65+ 27.6% 213 26.2% 1,106 

Party:     

Republican 22.6% 376 27.8% 963 

Democrat 29.9% 445 24.6% 894 

Independent 26.0% 518 26.5% 821 

Income:     

Refused 22.5% 80 26.6% 1,259 

Low 23.7% 688 29.1% 651 

Middle 29.4% 433 24.9% 906 

High 32.2% 138 25.7% 1,201 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 24.4% 226 26.8% 1,109 

H.S. Grad 26.0% 425 26.5% 910 

Some College 23.9% 359 27.2% 976 

College Grad 30.9% 324 24.9% 1,011 
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Table Number 111b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of progressivity of U.S. tax system 

Survey Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q12) Generally speaking, how does the federal income tax system 

work? Are people with higher incomes taxed at a HIGHER 

PERCENTAGE of their income than people who make less money? Or 

does everyone pay the SAME PERCENTAGE of their income in 

income taxes? Or don‘t you know enough to say? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Higher percentage‖ (Q12 = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 59.7% 1,339 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 62.5% 644 57.2% 695 

Female 57.2% 695 62.5% 644 

Age:     

18-29 54.6% 287 61.0% 1,032 

30-44 63.0% 539 57.2% 780 

45-64 64.1% 280 58.4% 1,039 

65+ 51.9% 213 61.1% 1,106 

Party:     

Republican 69.9% 376 55.8% 963 

Democrat 57.0% 445 61.1% 894 

Independent 54.7% 518 62.9% 821 

Income:     

Refused 56.2% 80 60.0% 1,259 

Low 51.1% 688 68.9% 651 

Middle 67.5% 433 56.0% 906 

High 80.4% 138 57.4% 1,201 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 35.2% 226 64.7% 1,109 

H.S. Grad 53.7% 425 62.5% 910 

Some College 65.2% 359 57.6% 976 

College Grad 78.5% 324 53.7% 1,011 
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Table Number 112b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of progressivity of U.S. tax system 

Survey Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed (½ asked Q16; ½ asked Q17) 

Question Text (Q16) In the United States, which group do you think pays the highest 

percentage of their income in total federal taxes: high-income people, 

middle-income people, or lower-income people, or don‘t you know 

enough to say? 

(Q17) In the United States, which group do you think pays the highest 

percentage of their income in federal income taxes: high -income 

people, middle-income people, or lower-income people, or don‘t you 

know enough to say?  

Dependent Response(s) ―High-income people‖ (Q16 = 1 or Q17 = 1):  

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 25.0% 1,339 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 28.3% 644 21.9% 695 

Female 21.9% 695 28.3% 644 

Age:     

18-29 30.3% 287 23.5% 1,032 

30-44 23.3% 539 26.1% 780 

45-64 19.7% 280 26.4% 1,039 

65+ 28.8% 213 24.2% 1,106 

Party:     

Republican 36.5% 376 20.5% 963 

Democrat 18.8% 445 28.1% 894 

Independent 22.0% 518 26.9% 821 

Income:     

Refused 26.7% 80 24.9% 1,259 

Low 21.5% 688 28.7% 651 

Middle 25.8% 433 24.6% 906 

High 38.8% 138 23.4% 1,201 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 26.4% 226 24.8% 1,109 

H.S. Grad 20.7% 425 27.1% 910 

Some College 22.0% 359 26.2% 976 

College Grad 33.2% 324 22.4% 1,011 
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Table Number 113b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of tax terminology 

Survey Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q14a) And now I want to read a brief list of terms that are related to 

taxes and the federal tax system. For each, please tell me if you have 

heard the term and know what it means, have heard the term but don‘t 

know what it means, or have not heard the term. First/Next, 

[Progressive taxes]. Have you heard the term and know what it means, 

have you heard the term but don‘t know what it means, or have you not 

heard the term.   

Dependent Response(s) ―Heard the term and know what it means‖ (Q14a = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 20.5% 1,339 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 27.3% 644 14.3% 695 

Female 14.3% 695 27.3% 644 

Age:     

18-29 13.8% 287 22.4% 1,032 

30-44 19.2% 539 21.5% 780 

45-64 27.7% 280 18.7% 1,039 

65+ 23.8% 213 20.0% 1,106 

Party:     

Republican 26.7% 376 18.1% 963 

Democrat 16.5% 445 22.5% 894 

Independent 19.5% 518 21.2% 821 

Income:     

Refused 21.7% 80 20.5% 1,259 

Low 12.9% 688 28.6% 651 

Middle 24.6% 433 18.6% 906 

High 45.0% 138 17.7% 1,201 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 6.8% 226 23.4% 1,109 

H.S. Grad 9.9% 425 25.6% 910 

Some College 22.6% 359 19.9% 976 

College Grad 42.0% 324 13.7% 1,011 
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Table Number 114b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of tax terminology 

Survey Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q14b) And now I want to read a brief list of terms that are related to 

taxes and the federal tax system. For each, please tell me if you have 

heard the term and know what it means, have heard the term but don‘t 

know what it means, or have not heard the term. First/Next, [Payroll 

taxes]. Have you heard the term and know what it means, have you 

heard the term but don‘t know what it means, or have you not heard the 

term.   

Dependent Response(s) ―Heard the term and know what it means‖ (Q14b = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 73.7% 1,339 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 74.9% 644 72.6% 695 

Female 72.6% 695 74.9% 644 

Age:     

18-29 52.3% 287 79.3% 1,032 

30-44 77.6% 539 70.5% 780 

45-64 83.2% 280 70.8% 1,039 

65+ 78.2% 213 72.5% 1,106 

Party:     

Republican 80.0% 376 71.2% 963 

Democrat 69.3% 445 75.9% 894 

Independent 72.9% 518 74.2% 821 

Income:     

Refused 73.6% 80 73.7% 1,259 

Low 67.7% 688 80.0% 651 

Middle 79.3% 433 71.0% 906 

High 85.7% 138 72.3% 1,201 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 49.9% 226 78.5% 1,109 

H.S. Grad 73.3% 425 73.9% 910 

Some College 79.7% 359 71.5% 976 

College Grad 84.2% 324 70.3% 1,011 
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Table Number 115b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of tax terminology 

Survey Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q14c) And now I want to read a brief list of terms that are related to 

taxes and the federal tax system. For each, please tell me if you have 

heard the term and know what it means, have heard the term but don‘t 

know what it means, or have not heard the term. First/Next, [Value 

Added Tax, sometimes called a VAT]. Have you heard the term and 

know what it means, have you heard the term but don‘t know what it 

means, or have you not heard the term.   

Dependent Response(s) ―Heard the term and know what it means‖ (Q14c = 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 19.9% 1,339 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 24.6% 644 15.5% 695 

Female 15.5% 695 24.6% 644 

Age:     

18-29 11.3% 287 22.1% 1,032 

30-44 18.8% 539 20.4% 780 

45-64 28.4% 280 17.4% 1,039 

65+ 22.0% 213 19.3% 1,106 

Party:     

Republican 24.8% 376 17.9% 963 

Democrat 15.5% 445 22.0% 894 

Independent 20.0% 518 19.8% 821 

Income:     

Refused 30.1% 80 19.2% 1,259 

Low 12.6% 688 27.6% 651 

Middle 21.6% 433 19.0% 906 

High 44.7% 138 17.0% 1,201 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 5.8% 226 22.7% 1,109 

H.S. Grad 11.0% 425 24.0% 910 

Some College 21.9% 359 19.1% 976 

College Grad 39.0% 324 13.7% 1,011 
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Table Number 116b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of tax terminology 

Survey Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q14e) And now I want to read a brief list of terms that are related to 

taxes and the federal tax system. For each, please tell me if you have 

heard the term and know what it means, have heard the term but don‘t 

know what it means, or have not heard the term. First/Next, [Earned 

Income Tax Credit]. Have you heard the term and know what it means, 

have you heard the term but don‘t know what it means, or have you not 

heard the term.   

Dependent Response(s) ―Heard the term and know what it means‖ (Q14e= 1) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(exl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 60.5% 1,339 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 61.7% 644 59.4% 695 

Female 59.4% 695 61.7% 644 

Age:     

18-29 49.7% 287 63.3% 1,032 

30-44 68.6% 539 54.6% 780 

45-64 64.3% 280 59.2% 1,039 

65+ 48.4% 213 62.6% 1,106 

Party:     

Republican 66.6% 376 58.2% 963 

Democrat 61.4% 445 60.1% 894 

Independent 55.3% 518 63.8% 821 

Income:     

Refused 59.2% 80 60.6% 1,259 

Low 55.6% 688 65.7% 651 

Middle 65.5% 433 58.2% 906 

High 70.3% 138 59.4% 1,201 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 40.8% 226 64.7% 1,109 

H.S. Grad 59.3% 425 61.2% 910 

Some College 67.6% 359 58.1% 976 

College Grad 68.4% 324 58.1% 1,011 
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Table Number 117b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of extent of federal estate tax 

Survey Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q51) Do you think that most families have to pay the federal estate tax 

when someone dies or only a few families have to pay it? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Only a few families have to pay‖ (Q51 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 33.0% 1,339 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 36.1% 644 30.2% 695 

Female 30.2% 695 36.1% 644 

Age:     

18-29 28.4% 287 34.6% 1,032 

30-44 29.0% 539 36.1% 780 

45-64 40.4% 280 31.3% 1,039 

65+ 41.0% 213 31.7% 1,106 

Party:     

Republican 38.2% 376 31.0% 963 

Democrat 29.4% 445 34.8% 894 

Independent 32.3% 518 33.4% 821 

Income:     

Refused 29.0% 80 33.2% 1,259 

Low 28.2% 688 38.0% 651 

Middle 34.8% 433 32.1% 906 

High 53.5% 138 30.6% 1,201 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 27.0% 226 34.2% 1,109 

H.S. Grad 30.7% 425 34.1% 910 

Some College 31.3% 359 33.6% 976 

College Grad 42.1% 324 30.1% 1,011 
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Table Number 118b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of general revenue effects of tax cuts (Laffer Curve) 

Survey CBS News – New York Times; November 2002 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q39) Do you think the government can reduce the federal budget 

deficit and cut taxes at the same time? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Cannot‖ (Q39 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 48.2% 996 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 40.8% 481 55.0% 515 

Female 55.0% 515 40.8% 481 

Age:     

18-29 40.7% 217 50.3% 777 

30-44 44.8% 320 49.8% 674 

45-64 50.5% 288 47.2% 705 

65+ 60.2% 169 45.7% 825 

Party:     

Republican 33.6% 287 54.1% 709 

Democrat 65.5% 315 40.1% 681 

Independent 44.9% 394 50.3% 602 

Income:     

Refused 36.0% 59 48.9% 937 

Low 49.4% 589 46.4% 407 

Middle 45.3% 179 48.8% 817 

High 51.1% 169 47.6% 827 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 44.0% 98 48.8% 896 

H.S. Grad 47.5% 407 48.8% 586 

Some College 46.9% 264 48.8% 730 

College Grad 53.2% 225 46.9% 768 
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Table Number 119b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of extent of taxes in the United States 

Survey Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q15) Compared with the citizens of Western European countries, do 

you think Americans pay a higher percentage of their income in taxes, a 

smaller percentage of their income in taxes, about the same percentage 

of their income in taxes, or don‘t you know enough to say? 

Dependent Response(s) ―A lower percentage‖ (Q15 = 2) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 30.4% 1,339 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 36.5% 644 24.7% 695 

Female 24.7% 695 36.5% 644 

Age:     

18-29 23.4% 287 31.8% 1,032 

30-44 28.5% 539 31.0% 780 

45-64 41.3% 280 26.9% 1,039 

65+ 27.6% 213 30.4% 1,106 

Party:     

Republican 35.8% 376 28.3% 963 

Democrat 22.4% 445 34.3% 894 

Independent 33.3% 518 28.5% 821 

Income:     

Refused 34.9% 80 30.1% 1,259 

Low 22.4% 688 38.8% 651 

Middle 35.2% 433 28.0% 906 

High 52.0% 138 27.9% 1,201 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 8.4% 226 34.8% 1,109 

H.S. Grad 22.2% 425 34.1% 910 

Some College 34.7% 359 28.7% 976 

College Grad 51.3% 324 23.6% 1,011 
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Table Number 120b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of extent of taxes in the United States 

Survey Harris Interactive – March 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q660) In reality, what percentage of income do you think the typical 

American ACTUALLY PAYS in taxes -- that is, all, state, federal and 

local? 

Dependent Response(s) Acceptable range (Q660 > 20 and Q660 <= 35) 

Crosstab Classification Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable = 1 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 45.0% 2,013 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 46.8% 971 43.4% 1,042 

Female 43.4% 1,042 46.8% 971 

Age:     

18-29 39.4% 417 46.5% 1,596 

30-44 45.4% 528 44.9% 1,485 

45-64 46.7% 730 44.0% 1,283 

65+ 47.6% 338 44.5% 1,675 

Income:     

Refused 46.9% 365 44.6% 1,648 

Low 41.2% 799 47.5% 1,214 

Middle 50.2% 550 43.1% 1,463 

High 43.4% 299 45.3% 1,714 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 40.6% 82 45.2% 1,931 

H.S. Grad 41.0% 859 48.0% 1,154 

Some College 46.4% 560 44.5% 1,453 

College Grad 50.9% 511 43.0% 1,502 
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Table Number 121b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Overall level of knowledge of taxes in U.S. 

Survey Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text Knowledge score as calculated by Kaiser-NPR-Harvard 

Dependent Response(s) KNOW (knowledge score variable calculated by Kaiser-NPR-Harvard) 

Crosstab Classification Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Dependent Variable 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Dependent 

Variable > 4 

(in category) 

Sample Size 

(in category) 

% Dependent 

Variable > 4 

(excl. category) 

Sample Size 

(excl. category) 

All Records in Universe 47.9% 1,339 N/A N/A 

Sex:     

Male 43.3% 644 52.1% 695 

Female 52.1% 695 43.3% 644 

Age:     

18-29 60.9% 287 44.6% 1,032 

30-44 42.0% 539 39.6% 780 

45-64 39.6% 280 50.8% 1,039 

65+ 57.6% 213 49.7% 1,106 

Party:     

Republican 38.2% 376 51.7% 963 

Democrat 51.4% 445 42.8% 894 

Independent 51.9% 518 38.6% 821 

Income:     

Refused 46.7% 80 47.9% 1,259 

Low 60.7% 688 17.7% 651 

Middle 35.3% 433 38.7% 906 

High 24.0% 138 48.3% 1,201 

Education:     

Not H.S. Grad 81.9% 226 41.1% 1,109 

H.S. Grad 55.3% 425 36.6% 910 

Some College 37.5% 359 45.7% 976 

College Grad 26.5% 324 50.1% 1,011 
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Table Number 122b 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Knowledge of Cap-and-Trade 

Survey Rasmussen Reports; May 2009 

Universe All surveyed (likely voters only) 

Question Text ―Does the cap-and-trade legislation address health care reform, 

environmental issues, or regulatory reform for Wall Street?‖ 

Dependent Response(s) Correct response = ―Environmental Issues‖ 

Sample Size 1,000 (likely voters) 

Crosstab Classification N/A 
 

Frequency Crosstabs for Various Responses 
 

Respondent Category 

(those in universe only) 

% Responding 

―Health Care 

Reform‖ 

% Responding 

―Environmental 

Issues‖ 

% Responding 

―Regulatory 

reform on Wall 

Street‖ 

% Responding 

―Not Sure‖ 

All Records in Universe 17 24 29 30 

Sex:         

Male 15 28 31 26 

Female 18 21 27 34 

Age:         

18-29 22 30 17 31 

30-39 17 23 36 24 

40-49 7 29 36 28 

50-64 13 23 30 34 

65+ 27 15 23 34 

Party:         

Republican 10 26 26 37 

Democrat 29 20 25 26 

Other 7 26 39 27 

Income:         

Under $20k 33 7 18 42 

$20k-$40k 19 24 24 32 

$40k-$60k 14 32 28 26 

$60k-$75k 4 23 41 33 

$75k-$100k 4 22 44 29 

$100k+ 15 35 34 17 

Race:         

White 15 23 31 31 

Black 24 33 16 28 

Other 23 19 34 35 
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Appendix C 

(Regressions) 
 

Table Number 1c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of estate tax 

Survey CBS – New York Times; March 2005 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q10) Currently the federal government taxes the assets -- that is, the 

property and money -- someone leaves when they die if the assets are 

worth more than a certain amount of money. Do you favor or oppose 

placing this tax on assets when someone dies? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q10 = 1) 

Sample Size 1,645 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q10 = 1): 286  

―Oppose‖ (Q10 = 2): 1,247  

DK/NA (Q10 = 9): 113  

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .083 .062 .804 1.086 

low_somecollege .790 5.833 .016 2.204 

low_collegegrad .751 4.427 .035 2.119 

midhigh_nohs .314 .366 .545 1.369 

mid_hsgrad .251 .449 .503 1.285 

mid_somecollege .684 3.876 .049 1.982 

mid_collegegrad .939 7.614 .006 2.557 

high_hsgrad .311 .239 .625 1.365 

high_somecollege .724 1.805 .179 2.062 

high_collegegrad .988 7.160 .007 2.685 

male_republican -.186 .514 .474 .830 

male_democrat .882 14.439 .000 2.415 

male_independent .394 3.046 .081 1.482 

female_republican -.752 7.080 .008 .471 

female_democrat -.311 1.626 .202 .733 

minority -.173 1.117 .291 .841 

age_30_44 -.326 3.164 .075 .722 

age_45_64 -.690 12.928 .000 .501 

age_65_plus -.444 3.588 .058 .642 

Constant -1.770 25.668 .000 .170 
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Table Number 2c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of estate tax 

Survey CBS – New York Times; March 2005 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q11) What if the tax was only collected on estates worth more than 

$1.5 million? Then would you favor or oppose placing this tax on assets 

when someone dies? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q11 = 1) 

Sample Size 1,645 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q11 = 1): 719  

―Oppose‖ (Q11 = 2): 768  

DK/NA (Q11 = 9): 158  

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .258 1.489 .222 1.294 

low_somecollege .274 1.575 .209 1.316 

low_collegegrad .298 1.425 .233 1.347 

midhigh_nohs .928 6.039 .014 2.529 

mid_hsgrad -.194 .613 .434 .824 

mid_somecollege -.137 .329 .566 .872 

mid_collegegrad .417 3.173 .075 1.517 

high_hsgrad .179 .177 .674 1.196 

high_somecollege -.138 .122 .727 .871 

high_collegegrad .342 1.715 .190 1.408 

male_republican -.577 9.300 .002 .561 

male_democrat .127 .454 .500 1.136 

male_independent -.128 .540 .463 .880 

female_republican -.602 10.470 .001 .548 

female_democrat -.049 .080 .777 .953 

minority -.239 3.704 .054 .788 

age_30_44 .086 .338 .561 1.090 

age_45_64 .175 1.431 .232 1.191 

age_65_plus .185 1.091 .296 1.203 

Constant -.295 1.506 .220 .744 

 



360 

 

 

Table Number 3c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of estate tax 

Survey CBS – New York Times; March 2005 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q12) Under the current law, the federal tax on estates will be phased 

out between now and 2010, when there will be no tax on estates at all. 

Unless Congress acts, the tax cut will then expire and the tax will again 

be collected on estates worth more than $1 million. Which comes 

closest to your opinion: 1. The federal government should tax estates 

worth more than $1 million, OR 2. It should only tax estates worth 

more than $3.5 million, OR 3. The federal tax on all inheritances should 

be permanently eliminated? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Tax estates worth more than $1 million‖ OR ―Tax estates worth more 

than $3.5 million‖ (Q12 < 3) 

Sample Size 1,645 

Frequencies ―Tax estates worth more than $1 million‖ (Q12 = 1): 384 

―Tax estates worth more than $3.5 million‖ (Q12 = 2): 327 

―Eliminate all estate tax‖ (Q12 = 3): 832 

DK/NA (Q12 = 9): 103 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.099 .205 .651 .906 

low_somecollege .364 2.639 .104 1.439 

low_collegegrad .433 2.899 .089 1.542 

midhigh_nohs 1.068 7.654 .006 2.909 

mid_hsgrad -.188 .543 .461 .829 

mid_somecollege .132 .300 .584 1.142 

mid_collegegrad .825 11.728 .001 2.282 

high_hsgrad .158 .131 .717 1.171 

high_somecollege .428 1.207 .272 1.534 

high_collegegrad .571 4.549 .033 1.770 

male_republican -.724 13.546 .000 .485 

male_democrat .495 6.582 .010 1.640 

male_independent -.229 1.638 .201 .795 

female_republican -.406 4.683 .030 .666 

female_democrat .378 4.711 .030 1.459 

minority -.551 18.366 .000 .577 

age_30_44 -.200 1.757 .185 .819 

age_45_64 -.071 .226 .634 .932 

age_65_plus -.024 .017 .896 .977 

Constant -.246 .999 .318 .782 
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Table Number 4c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Position changed on estate tax when provided with additional 

information relating to the extent of the estate tax (lack of knowledge 

on existing law) 

Survey CBS – New York Times; March 2005 

Universe Those opposing estate tax when asked generally; no information 

regarding exemption (Q10 = 2) 

Question Text (Q12) Under the current law, the federal tax on estates will be phased 

out between now and 2010, when there will be no tax on estates at all. 

Unless Congress acts, the tax cut will then expire and the tax will again 

be collected on estates worth more than $1 million. Which comes 

closest to your opinion: 1. The federal government should tax estates 

worth more than $1 million, OR 2. It should only tax estates worth 

more than $3.5 million, OR 3. The federal tax on all inheritances should 

be permanently eliminated? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Tax estates worth more than $1 million‖ OR ―Tax estates worth more 

than $3.5 million‖ (Q12 < 3) 

Sample Size 1,247 

Frequencies ―Tax estates worth more than $1 million‖ (Q12 = 1): 232 

―Tax estates worth more than $3.5 million‖ (Q12 = 2): 224 

―Eliminate all estate tax‖ (Q12 = 3): 751 

DK/NA (Q12 = 9): 39 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.047 .038 .846 .954 

low_somecollege .311 1.507 .220 1.365 

low_collegegrad .286 .945 .331 1.332 

midhigh_nohs .954 5.239 .022 2.595 

mid_hsgrad -.415 2.061 .151 .660 

mid_somecollege -.200 .509 .475 .819 

mid_collegegrad .439 2.513 .113 1.551 

high_hsgrad .321 .439 .508 1.378 

high_somecollege .010 .000 .983 1.010 

high_collegegrad .197 .409 .522 1.218 

male_republican -.719 9.955 .002 .487 

male_democrat .145 .388 .533 1.157 

male_independent -.334 2.444 .118 .716 

female_republican -.477 4.804 .028 .620 

female_democrat .287 2.047 .152 1.333 

minority -.193 1.633 .201 .824 

age_30_44 -.173 .916 .339 .841 

age_45_64 -.006 .001 .972 .994 

age_65_plus .084 .151 .698 1.087 

Constant -.391 1.913 .167 .677 
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Table Number 5c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of estate tax 

Survey Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All Asked Question (1/2 of survey) 

Question Text (Q47) There is a federal estate tax—that is, a tax on the money people 

leave when they die. Do you favor or oppose eliminating this tax, or 

don‘t you know enough to say? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q47 = 2) 

Sample Size 613 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q47 = 1): 332 

―Oppose‖ (Q47 = 2): 101 

DK/Refused (Q47 = 3 or Q47 = 9): 180 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad 1.218 7.173 .007 3.381 

low_somecollege .542 1.075 .300 1.719 

low_collegegrad .698 1.397 .237 2.011 

midhigh_nohs .193 .054 .815 1.213 

mid_hsgrad .641 1.295 .255 1.898 

mid_somecollege .592 1.113 .291 1.808 

mid_collegegrad 1.488 8.741 .003 4.426 

high_hsgrad 1.631 4.236 .040 5.109 

high_somecollege .769 1.004 .316 2.158 

high_collegegrad 1.282 5.111 .024 3.603 

male_republican -.681 2.090 .148 .506 

male_democrat .027 .005 .946 1.027 

male_independent .571 2.665 .103 1.770 

female_republican -.717 2.210 .137 .488 

female_democrat .088 .057 .811 1.092 

minority -.086 .104 .747 .918 

age_30_49 -.172 .334 .564 .842 

age_50_64 .088 .066 .797 1.092 

age_65_plus -.594 2.018 .155 .552 

Constant -2.333 21.713 .000 .097 
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Table Number 6c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of estate tax 

Survey Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All Asked Question (1/2 of survey) 

Question Text (Q48) There is a federal estate tax that some people call the death tax. 

This is a tax on the money people leave when they die. Do you favor or 

oppose eliminating this tax, or don‘t you know enough to say? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q48 = 2) 

Sample Size 623 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q48 = 1): 373 

―Oppose‖ (Q48 = 2): 94 

DK/Refused (Q48 = 3 or Q48 = 9): 157 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.362 .697 .404 .696 

low_somecollege -.085 .037 .848 .919 

low_collegegrad .033 .004 .952 1.034 

midhigh_nohs .902 1.716 .190 2.464 

mid_hsgrad -.781 2.033 .154 .458 

mid_somecollege -.903 2.705 .100 .405 

mid_collegegrad .457 1.086 .297 1.579 

high_hsgrad -18.799 .000 .999 .000 

high_somecollege -19.426 .000 .998 .000 

high_collegegrad .934 3.210 .073 2.545 

male_republican -1.754 6.486 .011 .173 

male_democrat 1.131 8.588 .003 3.100 

male_independent .664 3.390 .066 1.942 

female_republican -.745 2.046 .153 .475 

female_democrat .189 .233 .629 1.208 

minority -.670 4.873 .027 .512 

age_30_49 -.116 .120 .729 .890 

age_50_64 .474 1.699 .192 1.606 

age_65_plus -.406 .796 .372 .666 

Constant -1.634 11.439 .001 .195 
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Table Number 7c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of estate tax 

Survey Kaiser-NPR-Harvard, February 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q47) There is a federal estate tax—that is, a tax on the money people 

leave when they die. Do you favor or oppose eliminating this tax, or 

don‘t you know enough to say? 

(Q48) There is a federal estate tax that some people call the death tax. 

This is a tax on the money people leave when they die. Do you favor or 

oppose eliminating this tax, or don‘t you know enough to say? 

(Q52) Would you (still) favor eliminating the federal estate tax if it 

were collected only on estates worth $1 million or more? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q47 = 2 or Q48 = 2 or Q52 = 2) 

Sample Size 1,236 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q52 = 1): 589 

―Oppose‖ (Q52 = 2 or Q47 = 2 or Q48 = 2): 513 

DK/Refused (Q52 = 8 or Q52 = 9): 134 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .576 7.125 .008 1.779 

low_somecollege .171 .505 .477 1.187 

low_collegegrad .625 4.886 .027 1.869 

midhigh_nohs 1.094 7.682 .006 2.986 

mid_hsgrad .592 5.343 .021 1.807 

mid_somecollege .316 1.569 .210 1.372 

mid_collegegrad .948 14.165 .000 2.580 

high_hsgrad 2.126 14.493 .000 8.381 

high_somecollege .351 .793 .373 1.421 

high_collegegrad .824 7.853 .005 2.280 

male_republican -.061 .079 .779 .941 

male_democrat .641 8.941 .003 1.898 

male_independent .405 4.277 .039 1.500 

female_republican -.146 .414 .520 .864 

female_democrat .555 8.063 .005 1.742 

minority -.454 10.038 .002 .635 

age_30_49 -.216 1.748 .186 .806 

age_50_64 -.219 1.351 .245 .803 

age_65_plus -.644 9.299 .002 .525 

Constant -.756 9.455 .002 .469 
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Table Number 8c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of estate tax 

Survey Kaiser-NPR-Harvard, February 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q47) There is a federal estate tax—that is, a tax on the money people 

leave when they die. Do you favor or oppose eliminating this tax, or 

don‘t you know enough to say? 

(Q48) There is a federal estate tax that some people call the death tax. 

This is a tax on the money people leave when they die. Do you favor or 

oppose eliminating this tax, or don‘t you know enough to say? 

(Q52) Would you (still) favor eliminating the federal estate tax if it 

were collected only on estates worth $1 million or more? 

(Q53) Would you still favor eliminating the federal estate tax if it were 

collected only on estates worth $5 million or more? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q47 = 2 or Q48 = 2 or Q52 = 2 or Q53 = 2) 

Sample Size 1,236 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q53 = 1): 422 

―Oppose‖ (Q53 = 2 or Q52 = 2 or Q47 = 2 or Q48 = 2): 655 

DK/Refused (Q53 = 8 or Q53 = 9): 159 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .566 7.604 .006 1.761 

low_somecollege .254 1.264 .261 1.289 

low_collegegrad .899 10.403 .001 2.458 

midhigh_nohs .714 3.348 .067 2.042 

mid_hsgrad .796 10.099 .001 2.217 

mid_somecollege .645 7.259 .007 1.907 

mid_collegegrad 1.006 16.306 .000 2.736 

high_hsgrad 1.857 10.605 .001 6.406 

high_somecollege .203 .283 .594 1.225 

high_collegegrad .644 4.997 .025 1.904 

male_republican -.080 .148 .700 .923 

male_democrat .771 13.126 .000 2.162 

male_independent .525 7.464 .006 1.690 

female_republican .152 .507 .477 1.164 

female_democrat .546 8.131 .004 1.726 

minority -.244 3.092 .079 .783 

age_30_49 -.239 2.170 .141 .787 

age_50_64 -.040 .046 .829 .960 

age_65_plus -.418 4.239 .040 .659 

Constant -.526 4.957 .026 .591 
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Table Number 9c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of estate tax 

Survey Kaiser-NPR-Harvard, February/March 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q47) There is a federal estate tax—that is, a tax on the money people 

leave when they die. Do you favor or oppose eliminating this tax, or 

don‘t you know enough to say? 

(Q48) There is a federal estate tax that some people call the death tax. 

This is a tax on the money people leave when they die. Do you favor or 

oppose eliminating this tax, or don‘t you know enough to say? 

(Q52) Would you (still) favor eliminating the federal estate tax if it 

were collected only on estates worth $1 million or more? 

(Q53) Would you still favor eliminating the federal estate tax if it were 

collected only on estates worth $5 million or more? 

(Q54) Would you still favor eliminating the federal estate tax if it were 

collected only on estates worth $25 million or more? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q47 = 2 or Q48 = 2 or Q52 = 2 or Q53 = 2 or Q54 = 2) 

Sample Size 1,236 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q54 = 1): 321 

―Oppose‖ (Q54 = 2 or Q53 = 2 or Q52 = 2 or Q47 = 2 or Q48 = 2): 743 

DK/Refused (Q54 = 8 or Q54 = 9): 172 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .417 4.175 .041 1.517 

low_somecollege -.046 .042 .837 .955 

low_collegegrad .633 5.030 .025 1.883 

midhigh_nohs .233 .361 .548 1.262 

mid_hsgrad .690 7.268 .007 1.994 

mid_somecollege .494 4.222 .040 1.638 

mid_collegegrad .814 10.282 .001 2.258 

high_hsgrad 1.450 6.095 .014 4.265 

high_somecollege -.094 .062 .804 .910 

high_collegegrad .298 1.079 .299 1.348 

male_republican -.097 .220 .639 .907 

male_democrat .702 10.441 .001 2.017 

male_independent .418 4.646 .031 1.518 

female_republican -.013 .004 .950 .987 

female_democrat .520 7.183 .007 1.683 

minority -.281 3.996 .046 .755 

age_30_49 -.238 2.074 .150 .788 

age_50_64 -.132 .477 .490 .876 

age_65_plus -.319 2.417 .120 .727 

Constant .037 .025 .873 1.038 
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Table Number 10c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Position changed on estate tax when provided with additional 

information relating to the extent of the estate tax 

Survey Kaiser-NPR-Harvard, February/March 2003 

Universe Those favoring estate tax elimination in tables 5 and 6 (Q47 = 1 or Q48 

= 1) 

Question Text  (Q52) Would you (still) favor eliminating the federal estate tax if it 

were collected only on estates worth $1 million or more? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q52 = 2) 

Sample Size 705 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q52 = 1): 434 

―Oppose‖ (Q52 = 2): 235 

DK/Refused (Q52 = 8 or Q52 = 9): 36 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .420 1.279 .258 1.522 

low_somecollege -.245 .402 .526 .782 

low_collegegrad .182 .174 .676 1.200 

midhigh_nohs 1.110 3.830 .050 3.035 

mid_hsgrad .721 3.544 .060 2.057 

mid_somecollege .227 .358 .549 1.255 

mid_collegegrad .571 2.057 .152 1.771 

high_hsgrad 1.686 5.710 .017 5.400 

high_somecollege .411 .679 .410 1.509 

high_collegegrad .174 .157 .692 1.190 

male_republican .226 .640 .424 1.253 

male_democrat .409 1.588 .208 1.505 

male_independent -.182 .398 .528 .834 

female_republican .188 .408 .523 1.207 

female_democrat .820 8.578 .003 2.271 

minority -.453 3.873 .049 .636 

age_30_49 -.281 1.396 .237 .755 

age_50_64 -.396 2.213 .137 .673 

age_65_plus -.578 3.759 .053 .561 

Constant -.867 4.642 .031 .420 
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Table Number 11c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of estate tax 

Survey Harris Interactive – Tax Foundation; March 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q715) Do you personally favor or oppose completely eliminating the 

estate tax - that is, the tax on property left by people who die? 

Dependent Response(s) Oppose (Q715 = 2) 

Sample Size 1,629 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q715 = 1): 1,110 

―Oppose‖ (Q715 = 2): 278 

―Not Sure‖ (Q715 = 98): 240 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.170 .143 .706 .843 

low_somecollege .392 .729 .393 1.480 

low_collegegrad .158 .104 .748 1.172 

midhigh_nohs .709 1.067 .302 2.033 

mid_hsgrad -.363 .576 .448 .696 

mid_somecollege .564 1.420 .233 1.758 

mid_collegegrad .444 .908 .341 1.559 

high_hsgrad .287 .275 .600 1.332 

high_somecollege -2.803 6.470 .011 .061 

high_collegegrad .779 2.749 .097 2.180 

male .142 1.062 .303 1.153 

minority .109 .512 .474 1.116 

age_30_44 -.051 .066 .798 .951 

age_45_64 .062 .107 .743 1.064 

age_65_plus .089 .161 .689 1.093 

Constant -1.836 15.548 .000 .159 
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Table Number 12c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of estate tax 

Survey Harris Interactive – Tax Foundation; March 2006 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q715) Do you personally favor or oppose completely eliminating the 

estate tax - that is, the tax on property left by people who die? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q715 = 2) 

Sample Size 1,739 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q715 = 1): 1,181 

―Oppose‖ (Q715 = 2): 327 

―Not Sure‖ (Q715 = 98): 231 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.900 6.639 .010 .407 

low_somecollege -.427 1.421 .233 .653 

low_collegegrad -.053 .020 .889 .949 

midhigh_nohs -1.536 3.338 .068 .215 

mid_hsgrad -.324 .839 .360 .723 

mid_somecollege -.531 1.957 .162 .588 

mid_collegegrad -.157 .183 .669 .855 

high_hsgrad -.077 .034 .853 .926 

high_somecollege -.810 3.615 .057 .445 

high_collegegrad .383 1.132 .287 1.466 

male .106 .694 .405 1.112 

minority .366 7.070 .008 1.442 

age_30_44 -.252 2.015 .156 .777 

age_45_64 -.469 7.000 .008 .626 

age_65_plus .122 .363 .547 1.130 

Constant -1.049 9.780 .002 .350 
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Table Number 13c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of estate tax 

Survey  Harris Interactive – Tax Foundation; March 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q645) Do you personally favor or oppose completely eliminating the 

estate tax - that is, the tax on property left by people who die? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q645 = 2) 

Sample Size 1,725 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q645 = 1): 1,150 

―Oppose‖ (Q645 = 2): 338 

―Not Sure‖ (Q645 = 98): 237 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.417 1.765 .184 .659 

low_somecollege -.225 .453 .501 .799 

low_collegegrad -.370 .996 .318 .691 

midhigh_nohs -.069 .013 .909 .933 

mid_hsgrad -.411 1.478 .224 .663 

mid_somecollege -.541 2.350 .125 .582 

mid_collegegrad -.109 .104 .748 .897 

high_hsgrad .067 .019 .891 1.069 

high_somecollege -.354 .924 .337 .702 

high_collegegrad -.411 1.387 .239 .663 

male .269 4.399 .036 1.309 

minority .697 25.408 .000 2.008 

age_30_44 -.774 17.952 .000 .461 

age_45_64 -.319 3.497 .061 .727 

age_65_plus -.150 .538 .463 .860 

Constant -1.104 12.120 .000 .331 
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Table Number 14c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of estate tax 

Survey  Harris Interactive – Tax Foundation; March 2009 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q645) Do you personally favor or oppose completely eliminating the 

estate tax - that is, the tax on property left by people who die? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q645 = 2) 

Sample Size 1,697 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q645 = 1): 1,151 

―Oppose‖ (Q645 = 2): 302 

―Not Sure‖ (Q645 = 98): 244 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad 1.949 4.654 .031 7.021 

low_somecollege 1.718 3.551 .060 5.573 

low_collegegrad 1.807 3.804 .051 6.093 

midhigh_nohs 2.660 6.485 .011 14.303 

mid_hsgrad 1.984 4.745 .029 7.272 

mid_somecollege 1.378 2.219 .136 3.965 

mid_collegegrad 2.086 5.252 .022 8.050 

high_hsgrad 1.695 3.151 .076 5.449 

high_somecollege 1.897 4.141 .042 6.663 

high_collegegrad 2.219 5.996 .014 9.195 

male_republican .001 .000 .996 1.001 

male_democrat .987 16.142 .000 2.682 

male_independent .468 3.169 .075 1.597 

female_republican .065 .055 .815 1.067 

female_democrat .819 11.021 .001 2.267 

minority -.144 .844 .358 .865 

age_30_44 -.293 2.511 .113 .746 

age_45_64 -.482 7.399 .007 .618 

age_65_plus -.721 8.996 .003 .486 

Constant -3.541 14.866 .000 .029 
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Table Number 15c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of estate tax 

Survey  CBS – New York Times; March 2008 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q72) Currently the federal government taxes the estates -- that is, the 

property and money -- people leave when they die. In a few years, that 

tax will only apply to estates worth more than $3.5 million, and by 

2010 there would be no tax on any estate, no matter what it is worth. 

Which comes closer to your view? There should be no tax on any 

estate, OR The estate tax should be eliminated for most people, but kept 

in place for the very largest estates. 

Dependent Response(s) ―The estate tax should be eliminated for most people, but kept in place 

for the very largest estates‖ (Q72 = 2 or Q72 = 3) 

Sample Size 1,293 

Frequencies ―No tax on any estate‖ (Q72 = 1): 567 

―Tax only on large estates‖ (Q72 = 2): 605  

―Neither/tax all estates‖ (Q72 = 3): 53 

DK/NA (Q72 = 9): 68 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.378 2.412 .120 .685 

low_somecollege -.209 .634 .426 .811 

low_collegegrad .913 6.539 .011 2.491 

midhigh_nohs -.086 .027 .870 .918 

mid_hsgrad -.639 5.353 .021 .528 

mid_somecollege -.448 2.814 .093 .639 

mid_collegegrad .557 4.199 .040 1.746 

high_hsgrad -.560 1.788 .181 .571 

high_somecollege -.944 7.214 .007 .389 

high_collegegrad .120 .174 .677 1.128 

male_republican -1.112 22.052 .000 .329 

male_democrat .624 8.482 .004 1.867 

male_independent -.317 2.441 .118 .728 

female_republican -.553 5.858 .016 .575 

female_democrat .271 1.930 .165 1.312 

minority -.223 2.380 .123 .800 

age_30_44 -.379 4.717 .030 .685 

age_45_64 -.179 1.125 .289 .836 

age_65_plus -.007 .001 .972 .993 

Constant .531 3.785 .052 1.701 

 



373 

 

 

Table Number 16c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of national retail sales tax 

Survey  Harris Interactive – Tax Foundation; March 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q710) Would you favor or oppose replacing part of the income tax 

with a nationwide sales tax? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q710 = 2) 

Sample Size 1,629 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q710 = 1): 585 

―Oppose‖ (Q710 = 2): 595 

―Not Sure‖ (Q710 = 98): 449 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.254 .554 .457 .775 

low_somecollege -.029 .006 .936 .972 

low_collegegrad .090 .057 .812 1.094 

midhigh_nohs -.808 1.541 .214 .446 

mid_hsgrad -.280 .615 .433 .755 

mid_somecollege -.078 .044 .834 .925 

mid_collegegrad -.184 .256 .613 .832 

high_hsgrad .052 .015 .902 1.054 

high_somecollege -.859 4.217 .040 .423 

high_collegegrad .644 3.021 .082 1.905 

male -.151 1.962 .161 .860 

minority -.094 .581 .446 .910 

age_30_44 .030 .035 .852 1.030 

age_45_64 .281 3.387 .066 1.324 

age_65_plus .633 13.087 .000 1.884 

Constant -.555 2.427 .119 .574 
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Table Number 17c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of national retail sales tax 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February/March 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q55) Some have suggested that the federal income tax be replaced 

with something like a national sales tax. Everything would cost more, 

but you would pay taxes only when you buy something.  Do you think 

this would be a good idea? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Bad idea‖ (Q55 = 2) 

Sample Size 1,236 

Frequencies ―Good idea‖ (Q55 = 1): 303 

―Bad idea‖ (Q55 = 2): 473 

DK/Refused (Q55 = 3 or Q55 = 9): 460 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .584 7.003 .008 1.794 

low_somecollege .808 11.462 .001 2.242 

low_collegegrad 1.016 12.814 .000 2.761 

midhigh_nohs .409 .994 .319 1.505 

mid_hsgrad .574 4.771 .029 1.775 

mid_somecollege .618 5.915 .015 1.856 

mid_collegegrad .866 11.460 .001 2.377 

high_hsgrad -.305 .264 .608 .737 

high_somecollege .573 2.059 .151 1.774 

high_collegegrad 1.130 14.472 .000 3.097 

male_republican -.186 .730 .393 .830 

male_democrat .332 2.411 .120 1.393 

male_independent .100 .258 .612 1.105 

female_republican -.037 .028 .868 .964 

female_democrat .366 3.569 .059 1.442 

minority -.213 2.230 .135 .808 

age_30_49 -.090 .299 .585 .914 

age_50_64 -.300 2.462 .117 .741 

age_65_plus .038 .034 .854 1.038 

Constant -1.061 17.843 .000 .346 
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Table Number 18c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of national retail sales tax 

Survey  CNN – USA Today; November 1997 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q29) Another proposal for changing the tax system in this country is 

to eliminate the federal income tax and replace it with a national sales 

tax of around 15%, applied to all retail purchases. Would you favor or 

oppose that proposal? 

Dependent Response(s) Oppose (Q29 = 2) 

Sample Size 923 

Frequencies Favor (Q29 = 1): 292 

Oppose (Q29 = 2): 584 

No opinion (Q29 = 3): 47 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .164 .474 .491 1.178 

low_somecollege .442 2.837 .092 1.556 

low_collegegrad -.083 .079 .779 .920 

midhigh_nohs -1.191 2.114 .146 .304 

mid_hsgrad -.119 .100 .752 .887 

mid_somecollege -.180 .277 .599 .835 

mid_collegegrad -.310 .952 .329 .733 

high_hsgrad -.537 .723 .395 .585 

high_somecollege .528 1.384 .239 1.696 

high_collegegrad .157 .227 .634 1.170 

male_republican -.408 2.690 .101 .665 

male_democrat -.283 1.238 .266 .754 

male_independent -.312 1.695 .193 .732 

female_republican -.204 .584 .445 .816 

female_democrat -.051 .046 .830 .951 

minority -.032 .030 .862 .968 

age_35_44 .074 .144 .704 1.077 

age_45_54 -.373 3.032 .082 .689 

age_55_plus -.338 3.222 .073 .713 

Constant .807 8.024 .005 2.241 
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Table Number 19c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of national retail sales tax 

Survey  NBC – Wall Street Journal; January 1998 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q14b) What is your reaction to a proposal to eliminate all federal 

income and payroll taxes and replace them with a new national sales 

tax of twenty-three percent -- is this something you strongly favor, 

somewhat favor, somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Strongly oppose‖ (Q14b = 3) or ―Somewhat oppose‖ (Q14b = 4) 

Sample Size 428 

Frequencies ―Strongly favor‖ (Q14b = 1): 41 

―Somewhat favor‖ (Q14b = 2): 99 

―Strongly oppose‖ (Q14b = 3): 101 

―Somewhat oppose‖ (Q14b = 4): 134 

―Not sure‖ (Q14b = 5): 53 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .145 .113 .737 1.156 

low_somecollege .314 .399 .528 1.369 

low_collegegrad -.116 .061 .805 .891 

midhigh_nohs -1.356 1.103 .294 .258 

mid_hsgrad .105 .039 .843 1.111 

mid_somecollege -.172 .034 .854 .842 

mid_collegegrad -.477 .870 .351 .621 

high_hsgrad -.578 .842 .359 .561 

high_somecollege -.150 .053 .818 .861 

high_collegegrad -.086 .028 .866 .917 

male_republican .181 .234 .629 1.199 

male_democrat .343 1.077 .299 1.409 

male_independent .513 3.052 .081 1.670 

female_republican .206 .292 .589 1.229 

female_democrat .697 4.477 .034 2.009 

minority -.512 3.956 .047 .599 

age_30_44 -.556 3.306 .069 .574 

age_45_64 -.713 5.047 .025 .490 

age_65_plus -.326 .827 .363 .722 

Constant .482 1.009 .315 1.619 
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Table Number 20c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of flat tax 

Survey  Harris – Tax Foundation; March 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q705) Would you favor or oppose a flat tax whereby everybody, 

whatever they earned, would pay income taxes on the same percentage 

of their income over some minimum level? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q705 = 2) 

Sample Size 1,629 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q705 = 1): 891 

―Oppose‖ (Q705 = 2): 348 

―Not sure‖ (Q705 = 98): 390 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.597 2.399 .121 .550 

low_somecollege -.281 .501 .479 .755 

low_collegegrad .248 .361 .548 1.281 

midhigh_nohs .982 2.674 .102 2.671 

mid_hsgrad -.145 .129 .720 .865 

mid_somecollege .158 .147 .701 1.172 

mid_collegegrad -.393 .904 .342 .675 

high_hsgrad -20.096 .000 .997 .000 

high_somecollege -.320 .492 .483 .726 

high_collegegrad -.048 .013 .908 .953 

male -.452 12.177 .000 .636 

minority .115 .659 .417 1.121 

age_30_44 -.455 7.112 .008 .635 

age_45_64 -.873 24.350 .000 .418 

age_65_plus -.527 6.817 .009 .591 

Constant -.377 .913 .339 .686 
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Table Number 21c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of flat tax 

Survey  Time – CNN; January 1996 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q9) As you may know, some people have proposed changing the 

federal income tax system to a flat tax system, in which all Americans 

would pay the same percentage of their income in taxes, regardless of 

how much money they make. In general, do you favor or oppose that 

proposal? 

Dependent Response(s) Oppose (Q9 = 2) 

Sample Size 733 

Frequencies Favor (Q9 = 1): 362 

Oppose (Q9 = 2): 300 

Not sure (Q9 = 3): 70 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.197 .679 .410 .821 

low_somecollege -.380 2.003 .157 .684 

low_collegegrad -.010 .001 .972 .990 

midhigh_nohs -.209 .053 .818 .812 

mid_hsgrad -.611 1.920 .166 .543 

mid_somecollege -.535 1.536 .215 .586 

mid_collegegrad -.352 .791 .374 .703 

high_hsgrad .384 .428 .513 1.468 

high_somecollege -1.381 3.515 .061 .251 

high_collegegrad -.086 .053 .818 .918 

male_republican -.486 3.364 .067 .615 

male_democrat .179 .487 .485 1.196 

male_independent -.465 3.896 .048 .628 

female_republican -.178 .398 .528 .837 

female_democrat .333 1.802 .180 1.395 

minority -.172 .733 .392 .842 

age_30_49 -.225 1.299 .254 .798 

age_50_64 -.290 1.506 .220 .748 

age_65_plus .108 .179 .672 1.114 

Constant .102 .140 .708 1.107 
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Table Number 22c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of flat tax 

Survey  ABC News – Washington Post; August 1996 

Universe All Asked Question (1/2 of survey) 

Question Text (Q30J) I am going to read a few statements. Please tell me if you 

support or oppose each item I name. Do you support or oppose [A flat-

tax system, where everyone pays the same tax rate no matter what their 

income] 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q30J = 2) 

Sample Size 699 

Frequencies ―Support‖ (Q30J = 1): 333 

―Oppose‖ (Q30J= 2): 340 

DK/No opinion/Refused (Q30J = 8 or Q30J = 9): 26 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .145 .164 .686 1.156 

low_somecollege 1.130 4.313 .038 3.095 

low_collegegrad .330 .296 .587 1.391 

midhigh_nohs -.233 .395 .529 .792 

mid_hsgrad -.055 .028 .868 .946 

mid_somecollege .571 2.431 .119 1.770 

mid_collegegrad .451 1.478 .224 1.571 

high_hsgrad .163 .186 .666 1.177 

high_somecollege .172 .159 .690 1.187 

high_collegegrad .245 .514 .473 1.277 

male_republican -.657 4.220 .040 .518 

male_democrat .049 .031 .859 1.050 

male_independent -.470 3.080 .079 .625 

female_republican .224 .612 .434 1.252 

female_democrat .745 8.100 .004 2.107 

minority .599 8.344 .004 1.821 

age_30_44 -.306 1.633 .201 .737 

age_45_64 -.477 3.809 .051 .620 

age_65_plus .239 .754 .385 1.270 

Constant -.203 .341 .560 .816 
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Table Number 23c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of flat tax 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; January 2005 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q41) The current income tax system taxes HIGHER income people at 

higher rates and LOWER income people at lower rates. Some people 

have proposed replacing that system with a flat tax which would tax 

people at ALL income levels at one, flat tax rate. Would you favor or 

oppose replacing the current income tax system with one flat tax rate or 

don't you know enough about it yet to say? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q41 = 2) 

Sample Size 1,047 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q41 = 1): 306 

―Oppose‖ (Q41 = 2): 339 

―Don‘t know enough about it yet‖ (Q41 = 3): 380 

DK/NA (Q41 = 9): 22 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .169 .318 .573 1.184 

low_somecollege .216 .474 .491 1.241 

low_collegegrad .742 4.409 .036 2.101 

midhigh_nohs -1.373 1.361 .243 .253 

mid_hsgrad .269 .623 .430 1.309 

mid_somecollege -.117 .121 .728 .889 

mid_collegegrad .842 6.897 .009 2.322 

high_hsgrad -1.931 3.689 .055 .145 

high_somecollege -.356 .419 .518 .701 

high_collegegrad .613 2.817 .093 1.846 

male_republican -.553 4.710 .030 .575 

male_democrat .136 .281 .596 1.146 

male_independent -.139 .356 .551 .870 

female_republican -.274 1.151 .283 .761 

female_democrat .304 1.794 .180 1.356 

minority -.693 16.811 .000 .500 

age_30_44 -.580 8.744 .003 .560 

age_45_64 -.606 9.752 .002 .545 

age_65_plus -1.432 31.625 .000 .239 

Constant -.176 .300 .584 .838 
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Table Number 24c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of flat tax 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; November 2004 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q21) The current income tax system taxes HIGHER income people at 

higher rates and LOWER income people at lower rates. Some people 

have proposed replacing that system with a flat tax which would tax 

people at ALL income levels at one, flat tax rate. Would you favor or 

oppose replacing the current income tax system with one flat tax rate or 

don't you know enough about it yet to say? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q21 = 2) 

Sample Size 833 

Frequencies ― Favor‖ (Q21 = 1): 213 

―Oppose‖ (Q21 = 2): 286 

―Don‘t know enough about it yet‖ (Q21 = 3): 314 

DK/NA (Q21 = 9): 20 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .123 .123 .726 1.130 

low_somecollege .360 .970 .325 1.433 

low_collegegrad .553 2.060 .151 1.738 

midhigh_nohs -.846 .595 .441 .429 

mid_hsgrad .865 4.243 .039 2.375 

mid_somecollege .321 .654 .419 1.378 

mid_collegegrad 1.002 6.890 .009 2.723 

high_hsgrad 1.281 3.812 .051 3.602 

high_somecollege -.601 .869 .351 .548 

high_collegegrad .619 2.155 .142 1.857 

male_republican -.069 .063 .801 .933 

male_democrat -.311 1.254 .263 .733 

male_independent .085 .109 .741 1.089 

female_republican .284 1.086 .297 1.328 

female_democrat .064 .066 .797 1.066 

minority -.316 3.129 .077 .729 

age_30_44 -.615 8.314 .004 .541 

age_45_64 -1.052 23.426 .000 .349 

age_65_plus -.747 8.617 .003 .474 

Constant -.357 .866 .352 .700 
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Table Number 25c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of flat tax 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q25) In the United States, (IF RESPONDENTS ANSWERED ―1‖ TO 

Q13, SAY: as you know,) we have what is called a graduated federal 

income tax system. That is, people with higher incomes are taxed at a 

higher percentage than people with lower incomes. Some people would 

like to change the current tax system so that everyone would pay the 

same income tax rate (for example, 10 percent or 20 percent). 

Generally, would you be in favor of such a flat-rate system for federal 

income taxes, would you prefer keeping the system we have now, or 

don‘t you know enough to say?  

Dependent Response(s) ―Prefer keeping the system we have now‖ (Q25 = 2) 

Sample Size 1,236 

Frequencies ―Favor such a flat-rate system‖ (Q25 = 1): 445 

―Prefer keeping the system we have now‖ (Q25 = 2): 405 

―Don‘t know enough to say‖ (Q25 = 3): 381 

―Refused‖ (Q25 = 9): 5 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .181 .625 .429 1.199 

low_somecollege .778 10.353 .001 2.177 

low_collegegrad .748 6.629 .010 2.112 

midhigh_nohs -.254 .282 .596 .776 

mid_hsgrad .452 2.755 .097 1.572 

mid_somecollege .700 7.339 .007 2.013 

mid_collegegrad .845 10.537 .001 2.329 

high_hsgrad .165 .094 .759 1.179 

high_somecollege .405 .937 .333 1.500 

high_collegegrad .806 6.924 .009 2.239 

male_republican .038 .028 .867 1.038 

male_democrat .117 .273 .601 1.124 

male_independent -.021 .010 .919 .979 

female_republican .072 .098 .754 1.075 

female_democrat .396 3.899 .048 1.486 

minority .083 .323 .570 1.087 

age_30_49 -.429 6.550 .010 .651 

age_50_64 -.737 13.560 .000 .478 

age_65_plus -.153 .547 .459 .858 

Constant -.987 14.880 .000 .373 
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Table Number 26c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of flat tax 

Survey  NBC News – Wall Street Journal; March 1996 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q16c) Would you prefer a graduated income tax system, in which 

people with higher incomes pay a higher tax rate, or a flat tax system, 

in which everyone pays the same tax rate regardless of income? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Prefer graduated income tax system‖ (Q16c = 1) 

Sample Size 905 

Frequencies ―Prefer graduated income tax system‖ (Q16c = 1): 501 

―Prefer flat tax system‖ (Q16c = 2): 351 

―Both equal‖ (Q16c = 3): 5 

―Not sure‖ (Q16c = 4): 47 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.438 2.510 .113 .646 

low_somecollege -.388 1.436 .231 .678 

low_collegegrad -.272 .798 .372 .762 

midhigh_nohs -21.970 .000 .999 .000 

mid_hsgrad -.097 .066 .798 .908 

mid_somecollege .078 .029 .864 1.082 

mid_collegegrad .284 .606 .436 1.329 

high_hsgrad -.653 1.594 .207 .520 

high_somecollege -.572 .883 .347 .565 

high_collegegrad -.308 .822 .365 .735 

male_republican -1.174 21.092 .000 .309 

male_democrat .278 1.307 .253 1.320 

male_independent -.512 6.644 .010 .600 

female_republican -.584 5.689 .017 .558 

female_democrat .019 .007 .934 1.019 

minority -.185 1.109 .292 .831 

age_30_44 -.182 .853 .356 .834 

age_45_64 -.042 .043 .836 .959 

age_65_plus .146 .364 .547 1.158 

Constant .871 7.042 .008 2.388 
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Table Number 27c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of flat tax 

Survey  CNN – USA Today; November 1997 

Universe All Asked Question (1/2 of survey) 

Question Text (Q27a) Which of these do you think would be better for the country? 

The current system in which someone with more money pays a higher 

percentage of that income in taxes than someone with less money, or A 

tax system in which all Americans would pay the same percentage of 

their income in taxes, regardless of how much money they make 

Dependent Response(s)  ―The current system in which someone with more money pays a higher 

percentage of that income in taxes than someone with less money‖ 

(Q27a = 1) 

Sample Size 465 

Frequencies ―The current system…‖ (Q27a = 1): 237 

―A tax system in…same percentage…‖ (Q27a = 2): 214 

Neither/Other (Q27a = 3): 6 

No opinion (Q27a = 4): 8 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .015 .002 .967 1.015 

low_somecollege -.861 4.563 .033 .423 

low_collegegrad -.777 3.000 .083 .460 

midhigh_nohs -21.712 .000 .999 .000 

mid_hsgrad -.487 .734 .392 .615 

mid_somecollege -1.711 8.894 .003 .181 

mid_collegegrad -.463 .907 .341 .630 

high_hsgrad 1.399 1.454 .228 4.051 

high_somecollege -.648 1.001 .317 .523 

high_collegegrad -.997 3.857 .050 .369 

male_republican -.983 7.867 .005 .374 

male_democrat .540 2.022 .155 1.716 

male_independent -.118 .126 .723 .889 

female_republican .222 .336 .562 1.248 

female_democrat .231 .507 .476 1.260 

minority -.216 .706 .401 .805 

age_35_44 .078 .087 .768 1.081 

age_45_54 -.278 .793 .373 .757 

age_55_plus .004 .000 .988 1.004 

Constant .627 2.090 .148 1.871 
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Table Number 28c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of flat tax 

Survey  CNN – USA Today; November 1997 

Universe All Asked Question (1/2 of survey) 

Question Text (Q27b) Which of these do you think would be better for the country? 

The current system in which someone with more money pays a higher 

percentage of that income in taxes than someone with less money, or A 

flat tax system in which all Americans would pay the same percentage 

of their income in taxes, regardless of how much money they make 

Dependent Response(s) ―The current system in which someone with more money pays a higher 

percentage of that income in taxes than someone with less money" 

(Q27b = 1) 

Sample Size 458 

Frequencies ―The current system…‖ (Q27b = 1): 233 

―A flat tax system in…same percentage…‖ (Q27b = 2): 208 

Neither/Other (Q27b = 3): 9 

No opinion (Q27b = 4): 8 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .346 1.068 .301 1.414 

low_somecollege -.173 .248 .619 .841 

low_collegegrad .605 1.992 .158 1.831 

midhigh_nohs -.702 .587 .444 .496 

mid_hsgrad -.642 1.317 .251 .526 

mid_somecollege -.044 .008 .927 .957 

mid_collegegrad .113 .060 .807 1.120 

high_hsgrad -2.324 2.336 .126 .098 

high_somecollege -1.173 3.505 .061 .310 

high_collegegrad -.542 1.388 .239 .582 

male_republican -1.266 10.786 .001 .282 

male_democrat .016 .002 .963 1.016 

male_independent .035 .011 .916 1.036 

female_republican -1.036 7.638 .006 .355 

female_democrat .396 1.391 .238 1.486 

minority -.232 .768 .381 .793 

age_35_44 .264 .817 .366 1.303 

age_45_54 -.019 .004 .950 .981 

age_55_plus .354 1.772 .183 1.425 

Constant .162 .183 .668 1.176 
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Table Number 29c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of flat tax 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; July 1999 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q47) Replacing the current income tax system, where better off people 

pay a higher rate in taxes, with one flat tax rate for everyone – do you 

favor or oppose that? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q47 = 2) 

Sample Size 674 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q47 = 1): 346 

―Oppose‖ (Q47 = 2): 277 

DK/NA (Q47 = 9): 51 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.439 2.138 .144 .645 

low_somecollege -.431 1.717 .190 .650 

low_collegegrad .381 1.097 .295 1.464 

midhigh_nohs .604 .568 .451 1.830 

mid_hsgrad -.469 1.110 .292 .625 

mid_somecollege -.545 1.797 .180 .580 

mid_collegegrad -.362 .656 .418 .696 

high_hsgrad -.100 .042 .838 .905 

high_somecollege -.869 2.226 .136 .420 

high_collegegrad -.291 .512 .474 .748 

male_republican -.169 .333 .564 .844 

male_democrat -.282 .849 .357 .754 

male_independent -.537 4.281 .039 .584 

female_republican .275 .882 .348 1.316 

female_democrat .264 1.084 .298 1.302 

minority .252 1.518 .218 1.287 

age_30_44 -.529 5.390 .020 .589 

age_45_64 -.544 5.133 .023 .580 

age_65_plus -.285 1.054 .304 .752 

Constant .324 .845 .358 1.383 
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Table Number 30c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of flat tax 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q26) Compared with the current graduated income tax system, do you 

think a tax system where everyone, regardless of how much they earn, 

is taxed at the same flat rate would be more fair or less fair, or wouldn't 

it make a difference? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Less fair‖ (Q26 = 2) or ―No difference‖ (Q26 = 3) 

Sample Size 1,236 

Frequencies  ―More fair‖ (Q26 = 1): 397 

―Less fair‖ (Q26 = 2): 410 

―No difference‖ (Q26 = 3): 91 

―Don‘t know enough to say‖ (Q26 = 4 or Q26 = 9): 338 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.068 .106 .745 .934 

low_somecollege .434 3.651 .056 1.543 

low_collegegrad .218 .610 .435 1.244 

midhigh_nohs .137 .122 .727 1.147 

mid_hsgrad .247 .955 .328 1.280 

mid_somecollege .080 .106 .744 1.084 

mid_collegegrad .466 3.582 .058 1.593 

high_hsgrad .348 .499 .480 1.416 

high_somecollege -.484 1.245 .264 .616 

high_collegegrad .613 4.444 .035 1.845 

male_republican -.601 7.498 .006 .549 

male_democrat -.104 .242 .623 .901 

male_independent -.074 .149 .700 .929 

female_republican -.207 .890 .346 .813 

female_democrat .486 6.540 .011 1.627 

minority -.063 .203 .652 .939 

age_30_49 -.574 12.570 .000 .563 

age_50_64 -.710 14.048 .000 .492 

age_65_plus -.575 7.965 .005 .563 
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Table Number 31c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Position changed on flat tax when asked about personal effects 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe Those supporting flat-rate tax (Q25 = 1) and those not believing they 

would pay more under such a system (Q28 ≠ 1) 

Question Text (Q32) Would you still favor a flat-rate tax if you had to pay MORE 

under such a system? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Would not favor‖ (Q32 = 2) or ―Don‘t know‖ (Q32 = 8) 

Sample Size 389 

Frequencies ―Would favor‖ (Q32 = 1): 230 

―Would not favor‖ (Q32 = 2): 150 

―Don‘t know‖ (Q32 = 8): 9 

―Refused‖ (Q32 = 9): 1 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .487 1.225 .268 1.628 

low_somecollege -.606 1.618 .203 .546 

low_collegegrad -.073 .018 .894 .930 

midhigh_nohs .295 .198 .657 1.344 

mid_hsgrad -.329 .522 .470 .719 

mid_somecollege -.520 1.106 .293 .595 

mid_collegegrad -.307 .426 .514 .736 

high_hsgrad .249 .066 .797 1.282 

high_somecollege -.469 .584 .445 .625 

high_collegegrad -.766 2.166 .141 .465 

male_republican .013 .001 .972 1.013 

male_democrat -.951 4.880 .027 .386 

male_independent -.412 1.286 .257 .662 

female_republican .052 .017 .896 1.054 

female_democrat .096 .051 .822 1.101 

minority -.420 1.960 .162 .657 

age_30_49 .001 .000 .998 1.001 

age_50_64 -.329 .845 .358 .720 

age_65_plus -.036 .007 .935 .964 

Constant .204 .171 .680 1.226 
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Table Number 32c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive tax policies generally 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; November 2004 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q23) Do you think people of all income groups should pay out the 

same proportion of their incomes in taxes or should people with higher 

incomes pay out a greater proportion than others? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Higher incomes greater proportion than others‖ (Q23 = 2) 

Sample Size 833 

Frequencies  ―All income groups pay same proportion‖ (Q23 = 1): 266 

―Higher incomes greater proportion than others‖ (Q23 = 2): 528 

DK/NA (Q23 = 9): 38 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .055 .026 .871 1.056 

low_somecollege .145 .164 .685 1.156 

low_collegegrad -.124 .107 .743 .883 

midhigh_nohs -1.171 2.418 .120 .310 

mid_hsgrad .346 .642 .423 1.414 

mid_somecollege -.831 4.887 .027 .436 

mid_collegegrad -.164 .194 .660 .849 

high_hsgrad -1.159 3.038 .081 .314 

high_somecollege -1.302 5.708 .017 .272 

high_collegegrad -.350 .740 .390 .704 

male_republican -.607 5.070 .024 .545 

male_democrat .036 .017 .897 1.036 

male_independent -.220 .716 .397 .803 

female_republican -.767 8.044 .005 .465 

female_democrat .215 .674 .412 1.239 

minority .245 1.885 .170 1.278 

age_30_44 -.323 2.038 .153 .724 

age_45_64 -.441 3.963 .047 .643 

age_65_plus -.177 .441 .507 .838 

Constant 1.130 8.842 .003 3.096 
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Table Number 33c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive tax policies generally 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q18a) I'm going to read you a list of groups.  Please tell me if you 

think they pay more than their fair share, less than their fair share, or 

about their fair share in federal taxes. High-income families 

Dependent Response(s) ―Less than their fair share‖ (Q18a = 2) or ―About their fair share‖ 

(Q18a = 3) 

Sample Size 1,236 

Frequencies ―Pay more than their fair share‖ (Q18a = 1): 183 

―Less than their fair share‖ (Q18a = 2): 707 

―About their fair share‖ (Q18a = 3): 305 

DK/Refused (Q18a = 8 or Q18a = 9): 42 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .865 11.756 .001 2.374 

low_somecollege 1.547 21.006 .000 4.698 

low_collegegrad .667 3.649 .056 1.948 

midhigh_nohs .299 .396 .529 1.349 

mid_hsgrad .343 1.267 .260 1.409 

mid_somecollege .754 6.183 .013 2.126 

mid_collegegrad .781 5.966 .015 2.184 

high_hsgrad .557 .894 .344 1.745 

high_somecollege .610 1.560 .212 1.840 

high_collegegrad -.310 .937 .333 .733 

male_republican -.952 13.774 .000 .386 

male_democrat .421 1.983 .159 1.524 

male_independent .472 2.970 .085 1.603 

female_republican -.654 5.650 .017 .520 

female_democrat .184 .473 .492 1.202 

minority -.711 15.903 .000 .491 

age_30_49 .483 5.575 .018 1.620 

age_50_64 .903 12.213 .000 2.467 

age_65_plus .139 .310 .578 1.149 

Constant .868 9.040 .003 2.383 
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Table Number 34c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive tax policies generally 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q18b) I'm going to read you a list of groups.  Please tell me if you 

think they pay more than their fair share, less than their fair share, or 

about their fair share in federal taxes. Middle-income families 

Dependent Response(s) ―Pay more than their fair share‖ (Q18b = 1) or ―About their fair share‖ 

(Q18b = 3)  

Sample Size 1,236 

Frequencies ―Pay more than their fair share‖ (Q18b = 1): 734 

―Less than their fair share‖ (Q18b = 2): 40 

―About their fair share‖ (Q18b = 3): 424 

DK/Refused (Q18b = 8 or Q18b = 9): 37 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad 1.199 13.866 .000 3.316 

low_somecollege 1.584 14.009 .000 4.872 

low_collegegrad 2.780 9.207 .002 16.123 

midhigh_nohs 1.486 3.129 .077 4.417 

mid_hsgrad 3.135 10.040 .002 22.991 

mid_somecollege 2.649 13.835 .000 14.142 

mid_collegegrad 1.725 10.840 .001 5.612 

high_hsgrad 19.976 .000 .998 473453479.7 

high_somecollege .637 1.061 .303 1.890 

high_collegegrad 1.710 6.795 .009 5.531 

male_republican -.469 1.288 .256 .626 

male_democrat .235 .307 .580 1.265 

male_independent .835 3.492 .062 2.306 

female_republican .196 .158 .691 1.216 

female_democrat -.217 .331 .565 .805 

minority -.825 9.518 .002 .438 

age_30_49 -.027 .007 .932 .974 

age_50_64 .669 2.370 .124 1.952 

age_65_plus .017 .002 .967 1.017 

Constant 1.592 15.835 .000 4.915 
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Table Number 35c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive tax policies generally 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q18c) I'm going to read you a list of groups.  Please tell me if you 

think they pay more than their fair share, less than their fair share, or 

about their fair share in federal taxes. Low-income families 

Dependent Response(s) ―More than their fair share‖ (Q18c = 1) or ―About their fair share‖ 

(Q18c = 3)  

Sample Size 1,236 

Frequencies ―Pay more than their fair share‖ (Q18c = 1): 455 

―Less than their fair share‖ (Q18c = 2): 238 

―About their fair share‖ (Q18c = 3): 495 

DK/Refused (Q18c = 8 or Q18c = 9): 48 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .299 1.602 .206 1.349 

low_somecollege .577 4.396 .036 1.781 

low_collegegrad .095 .090 .764 1.099 

midhigh_nohs -.037 .007 .934 .964 

mid_hsgrad .054 .036 .850 1.055 

mid_somecollege .142 .268 .605 1.152 

mid_collegegrad .054 .037 .847 1.056 

high_hsgrad .041 .006 .940 1.042 

high_somecollege -.187 .200 .654 .829 

high_collegegrad -.086 .073 .787 .917 

male_republican -.551 5.620 .018 .576 

male_democrat .351 1.840 .175 1.421 

male_independent .071 .097 .755 1.074 

female_republican -.229 .847 .357 .796 

female_democrat .203 .774 .379 1.225 

minority -.505 9.956 .002 .604 

age_30_49 -.117 .357 .550 .890 

age_50_64 -.280 1.602 .206 .756 

age_65_plus -.476 4.107 .043 .621 

Constant 1.415 25.973 .000 4.115 
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Table Number 36c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Belief that current distribution of taxes is not fair due to insufficient 

progressivity but also believe that flat tax would make tax system fairer  

(inconsistent) 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe Believe high-income families currently pay less than fair share or 

currently pay their fair share (Q18a = 2 or Q18a = 3) 

Question Text (Q26) Compared with the current graduated income tax system, do you 

think a tax system where everyone, regardless of how much they earn, 

is taxed at the same flat rate would be more fair or less fair, or wouldn't 

it make a difference? 

Dependent Response(s) ―More fair‖ (Q26 = 1) or ―No difference‖ (Q26 = 3) 

Sample Size 1,011 

Frequencies ―More fair‖ (Q26 = 1): 310 

―Less fair‖ (Q26 = 2): 348 

―No difference‖ (Q26 = 3): 82 

DK/Refused (Q26 = 4 or Q26 = 9): 272 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.004 .000 .988 .996 

low_somecollege -.140 .290 .590 .870 

low_collegegrad .321 1.059 .303 1.379 

midhigh_nohs .038 .007 .932 1.038 

mid_hsgrad .042 .022 .883 1.043 

mid_somecollege -.038 .019 .890 .963 

mid_collegegrad .068 .060 .807 1.070 

high_hsgrad .735 1.700 .192 2.086 

high_somecollege .642 2.240 .134 1.900 

high_collegegrad .078 .050 .823 1.081 

male_republican .726 8.936 .003 2.067 

male_democrat .389 2.826 .093 1.475 

male_independent .536 6.347 .012 1.710 

female_republican -.102 .164 .685 .903 

female_democrat -.206 .879 .348 .814 

minority -.031 .039 .843 .969 

age_30_49 .314 2.751 .097 1.369 

age_50_64 .537 6.318 .012 1.710 

age_65_plus .324 1.873 .171 1.382 

Constant -1.016 13.049 .000 .362 
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Table Number 37c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Belief that current distribution of taxes is not fair due to insufficient 

progressivity but also believe that flat tax would make tax system fairer  

(inconsistent) 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe Believe middle-income families currently pay more than fair share or 

currently pay their fair share (Q18b = 1 or Q18b = 3) 

Question Text (Q26) Compared with the current graduated income tax system, do you 

think a tax system where everyone, regardless of how much they earn, 

is taxed at the same flat rate would be more fair or less fair, or wouldn't 

it make a difference? 

Dependent Response(s) ―More fair‖ (Q26 = 1) or ―No difference‖ (Q26 = 3) 

Sample Size 1,159 

Frequencies ―More fair‖ (Q26 = 1): 379 

―Less fair‖ (Q26 = 2): 391 

―No difference‖ (Q26 = 3): 82 

DK/Refused (Q26 = 4 or Q26 = 9): 306 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.235 1.062 .303 .791 

low_somecollege -.375 2.260 .133 .687 

low_collegegrad .194 .445 .505 1.214 

midhigh_nohs -.319 .595 .441 .727 

mid_hsgrad -.011 .002 .967 .989 

mid_somecollege -.123 .231 .631 .884 

mid_collegegrad -.054 .043 .837 .947 

high_hsgrad .284 .323 .570 1.328 

high_somecollege .343 .697 .404 1.409 

high_collegegrad .130 .185 .667 1.139 

male_republican .787 12.979 .000 2.198 

male_democrat .297 1.806 .179 1.345 

male_independent .407 4.137 .042 1.503 

female_republican -.013 .003 .954 .987 

female_democrat -.377 3.206 .073 .686 

minority -.035 .057 .812 .965 

age_30_49 .304 3.057 .080 1.355 

age_50_64 .559 8.079 .004 1.749 

age_65_plus -.014 .004 .948 .986 

Constant -.740 8.194 .004 .477 
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Table Number 38c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Belief that current distribution of taxes is not fair due to insufficient 

progressivity but also believe that flat tax would make tax system fairer  

(inconsistent) 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe Believe low-income families currently pay more than fair share or 

currently pay their fair share (Q18c = 1 or Q18c = 3) 

Question Text (Q26) Compared with the current graduated income tax system, do you 

think a tax system where everyone, regardless of how much they earn, 

is taxed at the same flat rate would be more fair or less fair, or wouldn't 

it make a difference? 

Dependent Response(s) ―More fair‖ (Q26 = 1) or ―No difference‖ (Q26 = 3) 

Sample Size 950 

Frequencies ―More fair‖ (Q26 = 1): 288 

―Less fair‖ (Q26 = 2): 329 

―No difference‖ (Q26 = 3): 66 

DK/Refused (Q26 = 4 or Q26 = 9): 267 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.232 .904 .342 .793 

low_somecollege -.266 1.009 .315 .767 

low_collegegrad .177 .301 .583 1.193 

midhigh_nohs -.573 1.397 .237 .564 

mid_hsgrad .105 .134 .715 1.111 

mid_somecollege -.066 .056 .814 .936 

mid_collegegrad -.154 .284 .594 .857 

high_hsgrad -.110 .035 .852 .896 

high_somecollege .377 .677 .411 1.457 

high_collegegrad .017 .003 .960 1.017 

male_republican .822 10.720 .001 2.275 

male_democrat .242 .979 .322 1.273 

male_independent .491 4.771 .029 1.633 

female_republican .078 .092 .762 1.081 

female_democrat -.292 1.578 .209 .746 

minority -.105 .399 .528 .900 

age_30_49 .434 5.124 .024 1.544 

age_50_64 .662 9.083 .003 1.939 

age_65_plus .299 1.486 .223 1.349 

Constant -.979 12.682 .000 .376 
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Table Number 39c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for government redistribution from high-income families to 

low-income families 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All asked question (1/2 of those surveyed) 

Question Text (Q20) Do you agree or disagree with the following? It is the 

responsibility of government to reduce the differences in income 

between people with high incomes and people with low incomes. 

Dependent Response(s) ―Strongly agree‖ (Q20 = 1) or ―Somewhat agree‖ (Q20 = 2) 

Sample Size 607 

Frequencies ―Strongly agree‖ (Q20 = 1): 168 

―Somewhat agree‖ (Q20 = 2): 135 

―Strongly disagree‖ (Q20 = 3): 113 

―Somewhat disagree‖ (Q20 = 4): 165 

DK/Refused (Q20 = 8 or Q20 = 9): 26 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.564 3.311 .069 .569 

low_somecollege -.546 2.781 .095 .579 

low_collegegrad -1.281 10.815 .001 .278 

midhigh_nohs -1.539 5.519 .019 .215 

mid_hsgrad -.608 2.693 .101 .544 

mid_somecollege -1.088 8.380 .004 .337 

mid_collegegrad -1.570 18.106 .000 .208 

high_hsgrad -.628 .892 .345 .534 

high_somecollege -1.649 7.959 .005 .192 

high_collegegrad -1.616 12.552 .000 .199 

male_republican -.744 5.738 .017 .475 

male_democrat -.037 .015 .904 .964 

male_independent -.163 .320 .571 .850 

female_republican -.427 1.714 .190 .652 

female_democrat .132 .219 .640 1.141 

minority .357 2.918 .088 1.429 

age_30_49 -.472 3.781 .052 .624 

age_50_64 -.130 .213 .644 .878 

age_65_plus -.623 4.525 .033 .536 

Constant 1.226 11.448 .001 3.409 
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Table Number 40c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for government redistribution from high-income families to 

middle-income families 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All asked question (1/2 of those surveyed) 

Question Text (Q21) Do you agree or disagree with the following? It is the 

responsibility of government to reduce the differences in income 

between people with high incomes and people with middle incomes. 

Dependent Response(s) ―Strongly agree‖ (Q21 = 1) or ―Somewhat agree‖ (Q21 = 2) 

Sample Size 629 

Frequencies ―Strongly agree‖ (Q21 = 1): 214 

―Somewhat agree‖ (Q21 = 2): 135 

―Strongly disagree‖ (Q21 = 3): 101 

―Somewhat disagree‖ (Q21 = 4): 154 

DK/Refused (Q21 = 8 or Q21 = 9): 24 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.514 2.916 .088 .598 

low_somecollege -.300 .752 .386 .741 

low_collegegrad -1.059 6.226 .013 .347 

midhigh_nohs -.011 .000 .984 .989 

mid_hsgrad -.110 .092 .762 .896 

mid_somecollege -.973 8.494 .004 .378 

mid_collegegrad -.358 .996 .318 .699 

high_hsgrad -1.705 4.431 .035 .182 

high_somecollege -.844 2.307 .129 .430 

high_collegegrad -1.808 16.095 .000 .164 

male_republican -.608 3.983 .046 .545 

male_democrat -.322 1.086 .297 .725 

male_independent -.330 1.458 .227 .719 

female_republican -.253 .706 .401 .776 

female_democrat .126 .203 .652 1.134 

minority .385 3.723 .054 1.469 

age_30_49 -.323 1.949 .163 .724 

age_50_64 -.370 1.942 .163 .690 

age_65_plus .108 .123 .725 1.114 

Constant 1.076 9.622 .002 2.933 
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Table Number 41c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for view that tax system currently benefits the rich and is unfair 

Survey  Time – CNN; March 1995 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q24) ―I‘d like to know whether the following statement describes or 

does not describe the way you feel: ‗The present tax system benefits the 

rich and is unfair to the ordinary working man or woman.‘‖ 

Dependent Response(s) Describes (Q24 = 1) 

Sample Size 779 

Frequencies Describes (Q24 = 1): 580 

Does not describe (Q24 = 2): 163 

Not sure (Q24 = 3): 36 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .562 2.981 .084 1.754 

low_somecollege -.230 .479 .489 .795 

low_collegegrad -.302 .765 .382 .739 

midhigh_nohs .006 .000 .990 1.006 

mid_hsgrad -.643 1.184 .276 .526 

mid_somecollege .280 .246 .620 1.322 

mid_collegegrad -.800 3.768 .052 .449 

high_hsgrad .414 .772 .380 1.513 

high_somecollege -.718 2.245 .134 .488 

high_collegegrad -1.203 9.950 .002 .300 

male_republican -1.733 32.117 .000 .177 

male_democrat -.844 6.557 .010 .430 

male_independent -.757 5.986 .014 .469 

female_republican -.835 6.268 .012 .434 

female_democrat .294 .712 .399 1.342 

minority -.123 .257 .612 .885 

age_30_49 .019 .006 .936 1.019 

age_50_64 .005 .000 .985 1.005 

age_65_plus -.610 4.560 .033 .543 

Constant 2.000 29.567 .000 7.387 
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Table Number 42c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for view that tax system currently benefits the rich and is unfair 

Survey  Time – CNN; March 1997 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q14) ―I‘d like to know whether the following statement describes or 

does not describe the way you feel: ‗The present tax system benefits the 

rich and is unfair to the ordinary working man or woman.‘‖ 

Dependent Response(s) Describes (Q14 = 1) 

Sample Size 882 

Frequencies Describes (Q14 = 1): 609 

Does not describe (Q14 = 2): 228 

Not sure (Q14 = 3): 45 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.028 .012 .912 .972 

low_somecollege .117 .179 .673 1.124 

low_collegegrad -.180 .395 .530 .835 

midhigh_nohs -.377 .606 .436 .686 

mid_hsgrad .636 1.823 .177 1.888 

mid_somecollege .019 .002 .965 1.019 

mid_collegegrad -.744 4.319 .038 .475 

high_hsgrad .465 .610 .435 1.592 

high_somecollege .710 1.236 .266 2.034 

high_collegegrad -.849 5.607 .018 .428 

male_republican -.673 6.874 .009 .510 

male_democrat -.403 2.176 .140 .668 

male_independent -.128 .263 .608 .880 

female_republican -.203 .529 .467 .816 

female_democrat .517 3.840 .050 1.676 

minority .242 1.396 .237 1.274 

age_30_49 .234 1.476 .224 1.263 

age_50_64 .133 .331 .565 1.142 

age_65_plus -.008 .001 .974 .992 

Constant .845 8.049 .005 2.327 
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Table Number 43c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of raising taxes on high-

income households 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; March 2008 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q73) Some members of Congress have proposed increasing federal 

income taxes for households making more than $250,000 a year. Under 

this plan, Congress would use the money raised by these new taxes to 

pay for new government programs and for tax cuts for households 

making less money. Do you think this is a good idea or a bad idea? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Good idea‖ (Q73 = 1) 

Sample Size 1,293 

Frequencies ―Good idea‖ (Q73 = 1): 753 

―Bad idea‖ (Q73 = 2): 481 

DK/NA (Q73 = 9): 58 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.616 5.435 .020 .540 

low_somecollege -.315 1.194 .275 .730 

low_collegegrad .081 .049 .826 1.084 

midhigh_nohs -.800 2.080 .149 .449 

mid_hsgrad -.854 8.361 .004 .426 

mid_somecollege -.225 .601 .438 .799 

mid_collegegrad -.324 1.263 .261 .723 

high_hsgrad -.597 1.869 .172 .551 

high_somecollege -1.683 20.538 .000 .186 

high_collegegrad -1.176 14.479 .000 .309 

male_republican -1.034 19.093 .000 .356 

male_democrat .819 12.795 .000 2.268 

male_independent -.281 1.832 .176 .755 

female_republican -.996 17.906 .000 .369 

female_democrat .745 12.757 .000 2.106 

minority -.139 .816 .366 .870 

age_30_44 -.536 7.909 .005 .585 

age_45_64 -.673 13.256 .000 .510 

age_65_plus -1.143 27.820 .000 .319 

Constant 1.512 25.414 .000 4.537 
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Table Number 44c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for belief that rich do not pay their fair share of taxes 

Survey  NBC News – Wall Street Journal ; February 1998 

Universe All asked question (1/2 of survey)  

Question Text (Qc14_198) I'll read you some statements that people might make about 

the rich, and for each one, please tell me whether that describes your 

own personal feelings totally, mostly, a little, or not at all. The rich do 

not pay their fair share of taxes. 

Dependent Response(s) ―Describes feelings totally‖ (Qc14_198 = 1) or ―Describes feelings 

mostly‖ (Qc14_198 = 2) 

Sample Size 847 

Frequencies ―Describes feelings totally‖ (Qc14_198 = 1): 284 

―Describes feelings mostly‖ (Qc14_198 = 2): 193 

―Describes feelings a little‖ (Qc14_198 = 3): 132 

―Describes feelings not at all‖ (Qc14_198 = 4): 191 

―Not sure‖ (Qc14_198 = 5): 46 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.072 .050 .823 .931 

low_somecollege -.219 .390 .532 .803 

low_collegegrad -.228 .424 .515 .796 

midhigh_nohs -.395 .165 .685 .674 

mid_hsgrad .215 .303 .582 1.240 

mid_somecollege -.838 2.679 .102 .432 

mid_collegegrad -.527 1.796 .180 .590 

high_hsgrad .318 .486 .486 1.374 

high_somecollege -.577 1.265 .261 .561 

high_collegegrad -.666 3.523 .061 .514 

male_republican -.850 10.406 .001 .427 

male_democrat .419 2.546 .111 1.521 

male_independent .010 .002 .964 1.010 

female_republican -.496 3.417 .065 .609 

female_democrat .134 .332 .565 1.144 

minority .559 8.268 .004 1.750 

age_30_44 .416 3.704 .054 1.516 

age_45_64 .580 6.938 .008 1.787 

age_65_plus .663 6.796 .009 1.940 

Constant .008 .000 .983 1.008 
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Table Number 45c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation when asked about ―least fair‖ taxes 

Survey  Harris Interactive – Tax Foundation; March 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q670) Of the following federal taxes, which do you think is the worst 

tax -- that is, the least fair? 

Dependent Response(s) Q670 ≠3 

Sample Size 1,629 

Frequencies ―Federal income tax‖ (Q670 = 1): 432 

―Social security payroll tax‖ (Q670 = 2): 231 

―The federal estate tax‖ (Q670 = 3): 493 

―Federal corporate income tax‖ (Q670 = 4): 144 

―Not sure‖ (Q670 = 98): 329 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .167 .251 .617 1.181 

low_somecollege .293 .711 .399 1.340 

low_collegegrad -.028 .006 .939 .972 

midhigh_nohs .039 .005 .946 1.039 

mid_hsgrad -.064 .034 .853 .938 

mid_somecollege -.053 .021 .885 .949 

mid_collegegrad -.310 .762 .383 .734 

high_hsgrad -.089 .045 .832 .915 

high_somecollege -.210 .298 .585 .811 

high_collegegrad -.124 .116 .733 .883 

male .394 14.451 .000 1.483 

minority .241 4.254 .039 1.272 

age_30_44 .076 .264 .608 1.079 

age_45_64 -.049 .113 .736 .952 

age_65_plus -.229 1.815 .178 .796 

Constant -.252 .528 .467 .778 
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Table Number 46c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation when asked about ―least fair‖ taxes 

Survey  Harris Interactive – Tax Foundation; March 2006 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q670) Of the following federal taxes, which do you think is the worst 

tax -- that is, the least fair? 

Dependent Response(s) Q670 ≠ 3 

Sample Size 1,739 

Frequencies ―Federal income tax‖ (Q670 = 1): 460 

―Social security payroll tax‖ (Q670 = 2): 244 

―The federal estate tax‖ (Q670 = 3): 551 

―Federal corporate income tax‖ (Q670 = 4): 123 

―Not sure‖ (Q670 = 98): 361 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.349 1.383 .240 .705 

low_somecollege -.379 1.487 .223 .685 

low_collegegrad -.330 .983 .321 .719 

midhigh_nohs .515 1.038 .308 1.673 

mid_hsgrad -.235 .582 .445 .790 

mid_somecollege -.287 .790 .374 .751 

mid_collegegrad -.477 2.202 .138 .621 

high_hsgrad .009 .001 .979 1.009 

high_somecollege -.126 .134 .714 .882 

high_collegegrad -.275 .722 .395 .759 

male .132 1.772 .183 1.141 

minority .575 26.743 .000 1.777 

age_30_44 .070 .242 .623 1.073 

age_45_64 .049 .124 .725 1.050 

age_65_plus .099 .349 .555 1.104 

Constant -.093 .100 .752 .911 
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Table Number 47c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation when asked about relative fairness of 

various federal taxes 

Survey  Harris Interactive – Tax Foundation; March 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text Please indicate what you think of these federal taxes in terms of 

fairness. 

(Q621_1) Estate Taxes 

(Q621_2) Federal income taxes 

(Q621_3) Social security payroll taxes 

(Q621_6) Corporate income taxes 

Dependent Response(s) Progressivity support score…calculated as follows: 

Progressivity support score…calculated as follows: Opinion * 

Progressivity weight 

Opinion Scale of 1 to 5 with 1 being ―Not at all fair‖ and 5 being ―Very 

fair‖ 

Progressivity weight: Estate Tax = 4; CIT = 3; Fed. Income Tax = 2; 

Social Security Tax = 1 

Sample Size 1,725 

Summary statistics Dependent Variable Sample Mean = 37.368 

R-squared = .089 

F-Statistic = 11.076 (sig = .000) 

Regression technique Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) 

 

Explanatory Variable B S.E. t-stat Sig 

low_hsgrad -.581 .998 -.582 .560 

low_somecollege -1.478 1.076 -1.374 .169 

low_collegegrad -3.106 1.180 -2.633 .009 

midhigh_nohs -9.380 2.050 -4.576 .000 

mid_hsgrad .677 1.059 .639 .523 

mid_somecollege -.911 1.097 -.831 .406 

mid_collegegrad -3.547 1.090 -3.255 .001 

high_hsgrad 1.648 1.528 1.078 .281 

high_somecollege -.969 1.159 -.836 .403 

high_collegegrad -3.855 1.093 -3.528 .000 

male -.720 .381 -1.888 .059 

minority -1.350 .443 -3.049 .002 

age_30_44 1.927 .553 3.483 .001 

age_45_64 2.684 .546 4.918 .000 

age_65_plus 1.913 .651 2.940 .003 

Constant 37.454 1.025 36.553 .000 

 



405 

 

 

Table Number 48c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation when asked about relative fairness of 

various federal taxes 

Survey  Harris Interactive – Tax Foundation; March 2009 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text Please indicate what you think of these federal taxes in terms of 

fairness. 

(Q621_1) Estate Taxes 

(Q621_2) Federal income taxes 

(Q621_3) Social security payroll taxes 

(Q621_6) Corporate income taxes 

Dependent Response(s) Progressivity support score…calculated as follows: Opinion * 

Progressivity weight 

Opinion Scale of 1 to 5 with 1 being ―Not at all fair‖ and 5 being ―Very 

fair‖ 

Progressivity weight: Estate Tax = 4; CIT = 3; Fed. Income Tax = 2; 

Social Security Tax = 1 

Sample Size 1,697 

Summary statistics Dependent Variable Sample Mean = 36.495 

R-squared = .121 

F-Statistic = 12.096 

Regression technique Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) 

 

Explanatory Variable B S.E. t-stat Sig 

(Constant) 35.697 1.459 24.470 .000 

low_hsgrad 1.057 1.399 .756 .450 

low_somecollege -.704 1.440 -.489 .625 

low_collegegrad -1.678 1.543 -1.087 .277 

midhigh_nohs .371 2.516 .147 .883 

mid_hsgrad .234 1.446 .162 .872 

mid_somecollege -1.178 1.460 -.807 .420 

mid_collegegrad -2.882 1.454 -1.983 .048 

high_hsgrad .923 1.630 .566 .572 

high_somecollege -1.631 1.566 -1.042 .298 

high_collegegrad -2.328 1.431 -1.627 .104 

male_republican 1.934 .758 2.550 .011 

male_democrat -4.743 .711 -6.669 .000 

male_independent -.870 .734 -1.185 .236 

female_republican .848 .737 1.151 .250 

female_democrat -1.536 .707 -2.174 .030 

minority .345 .489 .706 .480 

age_30_44 1.976 .592 3.336 .001 

age_45_64 3.655 .554 6.599 .000 

age_65_plus 3.785 .697 5.432 .000 
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Table Number 49c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Belief that individual tax share is too high 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q18a) I'm going to read you a list of groups.  Please tell me if you 

think they pay more than their fair share, less than their fair share, or 

about their fair share in federal taxes. You and your family. 

Dependent Response(s) ―Pay more than their fair share‖ (Q18d = 1) 

Sample Size 1,236 

Frequencies ―Pay more than their fair share‖ (Q18d = 1): 548 

―Less than their fair share‖ (Q18d = 2): 36 

―About their fair share‖ (Q18d = 3): 610 

DK/Refused (Q18d = 8 or Q18d = 9): 42 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .235 1.301 .254 1.265 

low_somecollege .436 3.744 .053 1.547 

low_collegegrad .050 .032 .858 1.051 

midhigh_nohs -.418 1.008 .315 .658 

mid_hsgrad .772 9.569 .002 2.163 

mid_somecollege .106 .195 .658 1.112 

mid_collegegrad -.085 .117 .732 .918 

high_hsgrad .558 1.339 .247 1.748 

high_somecollege .647 2.873 .090 1.909 

high_collegegrad .229 .634 .426 1.258 

male_republican -.352 2.783 .095 .704 

male_democrat -.143 .462 .497 .867 

male_independent -.052 .074 .786 .949 

female_republican -.199 .853 .356 .819 

female_democrat -.266 1.931 .165 .767 

minority .501 13.013 .000 1.650 

age_30_49 .556 11.356 .001 1.744 

age_50_64 .791 17.450 .000 2.205 

age_65_plus .380 3.420 .064 1.463 

Constant -.895 13.914 .000 .409 
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Table Number 50c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of flat tax 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All Surveyed 

Question Text (Q26) Compared with the current graduated income tax system, do you 

think a tax system where everyone, regardless of how much they earn, 

is taxed at the same flat rate would be more fair or less fair, or wouldn't 

it make a difference? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Less fair‖ (Q26 = 2) or ―No difference‖ (Q26 = 3) 

Sample Size 1,236 

Frequencies  ―More fair‖ (Q26 = 1): 397 

―Less fair‖ (Q26 = 2): 410 

―No difference‖ (Q26 = 3): 91 

―Don‘t know enough to say‖ (Q26 = 4 or Q26 = 9): 338 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.073 .124 .725 .929 

low_somecollege .414 3.363 .067 1.512 

low_collegegrad .236 .732 .392 1.266 

midhigh_nohs .148 .143 .705 1.160 

mid_hsgrad .280 1.257 .262 1.323 

mid_somecollege .027 .013 .911 1.028 

mid_collegegrad .461 3.571 .059 1.586 

high_hsgrad .291 .364 .546 1.338 

high_somecollege -.539 1.597 .206 .583 

high_collegegrad .532 3.441 .064 1.702 

male -.380 9.869 .002 .684 

minority .041 .089 .766 1.042 

age_30_49 -.561 12.288 .000 .571 

age_50_64 -.702 14.223 .000 .496 

age_65_plus -.557 7.787 .005 .573 

Constant .086 .159 .690 1.090 
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Table Number 51c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for progressive taxation on issue of raising taxes on high-

income households 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; March 2008 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q73) Some members of Congress have proposed increasing federal 

income taxes for households making more than $250,000 a year. Under 

this plan, Congress would use the money raised by these new taxes to 

pay for new government programs and for tax cuts for households 

making less money. Do you think this is a good idea or a bad idea? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Good idea‖ (Q73 = 1) 

Sample Size 1,293 

Frequencies ―Good idea‖ (Q73 = 1): 753 

―Bad idea‖ (Q73 = 2): 481 

DK/NA (Q73 = 9): 58 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.507 3.935 .047 .602 

low_somecollege -.330 1.405 .236 .719 

low_collegegrad .274 .606 .436 1.315 

midhigh_nohs -.760 2.170 .141 .468 

mid_hsgrad -.725 6.566 .010 .484 

mid_somecollege -.298 1.138 .286 .743 

mid_collegegrad -.215 .602 .438 .806 

high_hsgrad -.566 1.920 .166 .568 

high_somecollege -1.856 26.424 .000 .156 

high_collegegrad -1.148 15.327 .000 .317 

male -.172 2.063 .151 .842 

minority .347 6.054 .014 1.415 

age_30_49 -.602 10.973 .001 .547 

age_50_64 -.679 14.958 .000 .507 

age_65_plus -1.009 24.175 .000 .365 

Constant 1.411 28.270 .000 4.098 
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Table Number 52c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for recent tax cuts when reference to George W. Bush is 

included in question (asked in early 2007) 

Survey  CNN; May 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q13) As you may know, the federal income tax cuts passed into law 

since George W. Bush became president are set to expire within the 

next several years. Would you favor or oppose making those tax cuts 

permanent? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q13 = 1) 

Sample Size 940 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q13 = 1): 538 

―Oppose‖ (Q13 = 2): 348 

DK/Refused (Q13 = 9): 54 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .300 1.230 .267 1.350 

low_somecollege .369 1.589 .207 1.446 

low_collegegrad .328 .838 .360 1.388 

midhigh_nohs .335 .462 .497 1.398 

mid_hsgrad .755 4.946 .026 2.129 

mid_somecollege .406 1.487 .223 1.500 

mid_collegegrad -.133 .191 .662 .876 

high_hsgrad -.319 .374 .541 .727 

high_somecollege .591 1.212 .271 1.805 

high_collegegrad .450 1.560 .212 1.569 

male_republican 1.399 22.712 .000 4.051 

male_democrat -.410 2.857 .091 .663 

male_independent .040 .041 .840 1.041 

female_republican 1.187 18.726 .000 3.278 

female_democrat -.582 6.991 .008 .559 

minority .415 4.748 .029 1.514 

age_30_44 .194 .846 .358 1.214 

age_45_64 .273 1.854 .173 1.313 

age_65_plus .024 .010 .919 1.024 

Constant -.620 3.507 .061 .538 
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Table Number 53c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for recent tax cuts when reference to George W. Bush is not 

included in question (asked in early 2007) 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; March 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q16) Many of the tax cuts passed in 2001 were temporary and are set 

to expire in a few years. Should those tax cuts be made permanent or 

should they be allowed to expire? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Made permanent‖ (Q16 = 1) 

Sample Size 1,290 

Frequencies ―Made permanent‖ (Q16 = 1): 567 

―Allowed to expire‖ (Q16 = 2): 516 

―Depends‖ (Q16 = 3): 62 

DK/NA (Q16 = 9): 144 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.458 1.868 .172 .632 

low_somecollege -1.130 9.951 .002 .323 

low_collegegrad -.882 5.108 .024 .414 

midhigh_nohs -.033 .003 .957 .968 

mid_hsgrad -.329 .834 .361 .720 

mid_somecollege -.629 3.126 .077 .533 

mid_collegegrad -.985 7.604 .006 .374 

high_hsgrad -.479 .834 .361 .619 

high_somecollege .180 .159 .690 1.198 

high_collegegrad -1.236 10.458 .001 .291 

male_republican 1.685 54.213 .000 5.392 

male_democrat -.134 .418 .518 .875 

male_independent .365 3.558 .059 1.440 

female_republican 1.086 26.044 .000 2.963 

female_democrat -.326 2.600 .107 .722 

minority -.131 .725 .395 .877 

age_30_44 .432 5.884 .015 1.540 

age_45_64 .119 .466 .495 1.127 

age_65_plus .028 .018 .893 1.028 

Constant -.068 .039 .844 .934 
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Table Number 54c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for recent tax cuts when reference to George W. Bush is not 

included in question (asked in early 2007) 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; January 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q41) Many of the tax cuts passed in 2001 were temporary and are set 

to expire in a few years. Should those tax cuts be made permanent or 

should they be allowed to expire? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Made permanent‖ (Q41 = 1) 

Sample Size 1,110 

Frequencies ―Made permanent‖ (Q41 = 1): 442 

―Allowed to expire‖ (Q41 = 2): 432 

―Depends‖ (Q41 = 3): 74 

DK/NA (Q41 = 9): 162 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.641 4.272 .039 .527 

low_somecollege -.555 2.901 .089 .574 

low_collegegrad -.815 4.156 .041 .443 

midhigh_nohs .851 1.327 .249 2.342 

mid_hsgrad -.623 3.210 .073 .536 

mid_somecollege -.246 .553 .457 .782 

mid_collegegrad -.620 3.428 .064 .538 

high_hsgrad .964 2.851 .091 2.622 

high_somecollege -.384 .756 .384 .681 

high_collegegrad -.327 .912 .340 .721 

male_republican .803 11.628 .001 2.233 

male_democrat -.139 .354 .552 .870 

male_independent .192 .860 .354 1.212 

female_republican .656 8.367 .004 1.928 

female_democrat -.231 1.159 .282 .793 

minority -.221 1.683 .194 .802 

age_30_44 .604 9.764 .002 1.829 

age_45_64 .532 8.047 .005 1.702 

age_65_plus .451 3.983 .046 1.570 

Constant -.506 2.026 .155 .603 
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Table Number 55c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for recent tax cuts when reference to George W. Bush is 

included in question (asked in early 2005) 

Survey  ABC News – Washington Post; March 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q34) On another subject, do you think the tax cuts approved in Bush‘s 

first term (should be made permanent), or (should be allowed to expire 

in order to reduce the deficit)? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Made permanent‖ (Q34 = 1) 

Sample Size 823 

Frequencies ―Made permanent‖ (Q34 = 1): 304 

―Allowed to expire in order to reduce the deficit‖ (Q34 = 2): 467 

DK/No Opinion (Q34 = 3): 52 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .328 1.227 .268 1.388 

low_somecollege .491 2.286 .131 1.634 

low_collegegrad .523 1.696 .193 1.688 

midhigh_nohs -1.214 1.793 .181 .297 

mid_hsgrad .856 5.678 .017 2.353 

mid_somecollege .325 .877 .349 1.384 

mid_collegegrad .787 6.024 .014 2.197 

high_hsgrad .587 1.451 .228 1.799 

high_somecollege .254 .290 .590 1.290 

high_collegegrad .133 .133 .715 1.142 

male_republican 1.751 37.751 .000 5.759 

male_democrat .234 .617 .432 1.264 

male_independent .486 3.050 .081 1.626 

female_republican 1.239 19.170 .000 3.452 

female_democrat .118 .184 .668 1.126 

minority .009 .002 .961 1.010 

age_30_49 .213 1.072 .300 1.238 

age_50_64 .245 1.115 .291 1.278 

age_65_plus -.140 .239 .625 .870 

Constant -1.717 26.249 .000 .180 
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Table Number 56c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #1 

Predicting Support for recent tax cuts when reference to George W. Bush is not 

included in question (asked in early 2005) 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; January 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q39) Many of the tax cuts passed in 2001 were temporary and are set 

to expire this year. Should those tax cuts be made permanent or should 

they be allowed to expire? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Made permanent‖ (Q39 = 1) 

Sample Size 1,047 

Frequencies ―Made permanent‖ (Q39 = 1): 493 

―Allowed to expire‖ (Q39 = 2): 420 

―Depends‖ (Q39 = 3): 35 

DK/NA (Q39 = 9): 99 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .921 10.875 .001 2.513 

low_somecollege .524 3.220 .073 1.688 

low_collegegrad -.237 .454 .500 .789 

midhigh_nohs 1.497 3.040 .081 4.469 

mid_hsgrad .672 4.347 .037 1.958 

mid_somecollege .523 2.895 .089 1.687 

mid_collegegrad .256 .703 .402 1.292 

high_hsgrad 1.885 10.130 .001 6.589 

high_somecollege -1.411 5.300 .021 .244 

high_collegegrad -.270 .566 .452 .763 

male_republican .881 14.068 .000 2.413 

male_democrat -.010 .002 .967 .990 

male_independent .445 4.060 .044 1.561 

female_republican .598 6.236 .013 1.818 

female_democrat -.349 2.468 .116 .705 

minority -.023 .022 .882 .977 

age_30_44 .123 .414 .520 1.131 

age_45_64 -.089 .221 .638 .915 

age_65_plus -.455 4.038 .044 .635 

Constant -.727 5.722 .017 .483 
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Table Number 57c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Support for across-the-board tax cuts as opposed to targeted tax cuts 

Survey  NBC News – Wall Street Journal; December 1996 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q13a) If Congress and the President cut taxes next year, which of 

these do you think is the better approach -- an across-the-board cut in 

income tax rates for all taxpayers, OR targeted tax cuts for specific 

types of people, such as increasing the tax credit for families with 

young children or those paying for college tuition? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Across-the-board cut in income tax rates‖ (Q13a = 1) 

Sample Size 849 

Frequencies ―Across-the-board cut in income tax rates‖ (Q13a = 1): 383 

―Targeted tax cuts‖ (Q13a = 2): 396 

―Both equal‖ (Q13a = 3): 24 

Neither/Not Sure (Q13a = 4 or Q13a = 5): 46 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.166 .377 .539 .847 

low_somecollege -.262 .685 .408 .770 

low_collegegrad -.399 1.652 .199 .671 

midhigh_nohs .112 .022 .883 1.118 

mid_hsgrad .222 .371 .543 1.249 

mid_somecollege -.434 .653 .419 .648 

mid_collegegrad -.467 1.873 .171 .627 

high_hsgrad -.211 .199 .656 .810 

high_somecollege -.278 .205 .650 .757 

high_collegegrad -.672 3.614 .057 .511 

male_republican .954 14.468 .000 2.595 

male_democrat .065 .065 .799 1.067 

male_independent .525 6.109 .013 1.690 

female_republican .678 6.182 .013 1.970 

female_democrat .136 .325 .569 1.145 

minority .229 1.366 .242 1.258 

age_30_44 .165 .721 .396 1.179 

age_45_64 .650 10.144 .001 1.915 

age_65_plus .588 6.269 .012 1.801 

Constant -.680 4.841 .028 .507 
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Table Number 58c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Support for general tax reform 

Survey  Time – CNN; March 1997 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q13) If you had to choose, would you rather see the current federal 

income tax system replaced by a completely new tax system, would 

you rather see major reforms made to the current system without 

completely replacing it, or would you rather see minor reforms made to 

the current system? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Completely‖ (Q13 = 1) or ―Major‖ (Q13 = 2) 

Sample Size 882 

Frequencies ―Completely replace current system‖ (Q13 = 1): 193 

―Major changes‖ (Q13 = 2): 369 

―Minor changes‖ (Q13 = 3): 265 

―No changes‖ (Q13 = 4): 8 

Not sure (Q13 = 5): 47 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .080 .119 .730 1.083 

low_somecollege .431 2.958 .085 1.539 

low_collegegrad .393 2.151 .142 1.481 

midhigh_nohs 1.245 5.094 .024 3.473 

mid_hsgrad .646 2.330 .127 1.908 

mid_somecollege 1.975 10.673 .001 7.207 

mid_collegegrad 1.092 7.432 .006 2.979 

high_hsgrad .108 .046 .831 1.114 

high_somecollege .678 1.497 .221 1.969 

high_collegegrad .874 4.918 .027 2.398 

male_republican .018 .005 .943 1.019 

male_democrat -.325 1.447 .229 .723 

male_independent .018 .006 .941 1.018 

female_republican -.126 .208 .648 .881 

female_democrat -.115 .238 .625 .891 

minority -.018 .010 .922 .982 

age_30_49 .763 17.133 .000 2.144 

age_50_64 .672 9.156 .002 1.959 

age_65_plus .162 .508 .476 1.176 

Constant -.160 .327 .567 .853 
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Table Number 59c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Support for general tax reform 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q8) Which of the following statements comes closest to expressing 

your overall view of the federal tax system in this country? (1) On the 

whole, the federal tax system works pretty well and Congress should 

make only minor changes to make it work better. (2) There is so much 

wrong with the federal tax system that Congress should completely 

change it. 

Dependent Response(s) ―There is so much wrong with the federal tax system that Congress 

should completely change it‖ (Q8 = 2) 

Sample Size 1,236 

Frequencies ―On the whole, the federal tax system works pretty well and Congress 

should make only minor changes to make it work better.‖ (Q8 = 1): 553 

―There is so much wrong with the federal tax system that Congress 

should completely change it.‖ (Q8 = 2): 636 

DK/Refused (Q8 = 8 or Q8 = 9): 46 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .303 2.204 .138 1.354 

low_somecollege .344 2.331 .127 1.410 

low_collegegrad .485 3.073 .080 1.625 

midhigh_nohs .244 .389 .533 1.277 

mid_hsgrad -.175 .502 .479 .840 

mid_somecollege -.024 .010 .920 .976 

mid_collegegrad .116 .228 .633 1.123 

high_hsgrad .476 .944 .331 1.609 

high_somecollege -.205 .284 .594 .815 

high_collegegrad .414 2.036 .154 1.512 

male_republican -.418 4.031 .045 .658 

male_democrat .166 .628 .428 1.181 

male_independent .082 .182 .670 1.085 

female_republican -.333 2.409 .121 .717 

female_democrat -.135 .506 .477 .873 

minority -.101 .535 .465 .904 

age_30_49 .779 22.892 .000 2.179 

age_50_64 1.065 31.785 .000 2.902 

age_65_plus .816 16.265 .000 2.262 

Constant -.667 7.961 .005 .513 
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Table Number 60c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Inconsistency on general tax reform: support it in principle but not 

when specifics are cited 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe Support for completely changing the tax code (Q8 = 2) 

Question Text (Q10) As you may know, the current income tax law allows people to 

take deductions for things like financing a home, giving to charities, 

and buying health insurance. Some people approve of using the tax 

system to encourage these kinds of things. Others believe the tax 

system should be used only to raise money. What about you? Do you 

think the tax system should be used to encourage these kinds of things, 

or not? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Should be used to encourage these kinds of things‖ (Q10 = 1) 

Sample Size 636 

Frequencies ―Should be used to encourage these kinds of things‖ (Q10 = 1): 421 

―Should not be used to encourage these kinds of things‖ (Q10 = 2): 188 

DK/Refused (Q10 = 8 or Q10 = 9): 27 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.112 .133 .716 .894 

low_somecollege -.381 1.381 .240 .683 

low_collegegrad .402 .958 .328 1.494 

midhigh_nohs -.073 .017 .897 .930 

mid_hsgrad .072 .035 .851 1.074 

mid_somecollege .356 .932 .334 1.428 

mid_collegegrad -.087 .057 .811 .917 

high_hsgrad .770 .901 .342 2.159 

high_somecollege -.028 .002 .963 .972 

high_collegegrad .316 .579 .447 1.372 

male_republican -.443 1.986 .159 .642 

male_democrat -.019 .004 .949 .981 

male_independent -.390 2.054 .152 .677 

female_republican .111 .115 .734 1.117 

female_democrat .515 3.095 .079 1.673 

minority -.286 2.009 .156 .752 

age_30_49 -.109 .163 .687 .897 

age_50_64 -.369 1.583 .208 .691 

age_65_plus -.611 3.719 .054 .543 

Constant 1.017 7.319 .007 2.764 
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Table Number 61c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists on issues of fundamental tax reform 

(questions relating to flat tax) 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe Supporters of a flat tax (Q25 = 1) (only ½ of full survey also) 

Question Text (Q30) Would you still favor a flat-rate tax if it meant taxpayers could 

not deduct certain things from their income, including their mortgage 

interest payments and gifts to charity? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Would favor‖ (Q30 = 1) 

Sample Size 224 

Frequencies ―Would favor‖ (Q30 = 1): 150 

―Would not favor‖ (Q30 = 2): 70 

DK/Refused (Q30 = 8 or Q30 = 9): 4 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .405 .503 .478 1.500 

low_somecollege .088 .022 .881 1.092 

low_collegegrad .959 1.728 .189 2.609 

midhigh_nohs -.182 .050 .823 .834 

mid_hsgrad .885 1.896 .169 2.424 

mid_somecollege .751 1.293 .255 2.118 

mid_collegegrad 1.183 3.322 .068 3.263 

high_hsgrad -.543 .236 .627 .581 

high_somecollege .850 .859 .354 2.340 

high_collegegrad .969 1.754 .185 2.636 

male_republican -.592 .850 .357 .553 

male_democrat -.877 1.752 .186 .416 

male_independent -.586 .881 .348 .557 

female_republican -1.093 2.471 .116 .335 

female_democrat -.523 .489 .484 .593 

minority .081 .039 .843 1.085 

age_30_49 .146 .111 .739 1.157 

age_50_64 .966 3.391 .066 2.626 

age_65_plus .072 .016 .901 1.074 

Constant .516 .427 .513 1.676 
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Table Number 62c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists on issues of fundamental tax reform 

(questions relating to flat tax) 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe Supporters of a flat tax (Q25 = 1) (only ½ of full survey also) 

Question Text (Q31) Would you still favor a flat-rate tax if it meant taxpayers could 

not deduct anything from their income EXCEPT their mortgage interest 

payments and gifts to charity? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Would favor‖ (Q31 = 1) 

Sample Size 221 

Frequencies ―Would favor‖ (Q31 = 1): 163 

―Would not favor‖ (Q31 = 2): 42 

DK/Refused (Q31 = 8 or Q31 = 9): 16 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .073 .013 .909 1.075 

low_somecollege .678 .923 .337 1.969 

low_collegegrad .548 .452 .502 1.729 

midhigh_nohs -.467 .190 .663 .627 

mid_hsgrad 1.332 2.875 .090 3.790 

mid_somecollege 2.146 5.370 .020 8.551 

mid_collegegrad .876 1.402 .236 2.402 

high_hsgrad 1.134 .715 .398 3.109 

high_somecollege 2.167 3.318 .069 8.730 

high_collegegrad 1.901 4.650 .031 6.693 

male_republican -1.250 4.720 .030 .287 

male_democrat 1.748 3.001 .083 5.741 

male_independent .535 .765 .382 1.708 

female_republican -1.041 3.102 .078 .353 

female_democrat -.932 2.103 .147 .394 

minority -.168 .148 .701 .845 

age_30_49 -.145 .077 .782 .865 

age_50_64 .518 .761 .383 1.679 

age_65_plus .226 .107 .743 1.254 

Constant .561 .846 .358 1.752 
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Table Number 63c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists on issues of fundamental tax reform 

(questions relating to flat tax) 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; November 2004 

Universe Supporters of flat tax when asked as stand-alone (Q21 = 1) 

Question Text (Q83) What if the flat tax eliminated the home mortgage deduction, 

then would you favor or oppose replacing the current income tax 

system with one flat tax rate, or don't you know enough about it yet to 

say? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q83 = 1) 

Sample Size 213 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q83 = 1): 66 

―Oppose‖ (Q83 = 2): 30 

―Don‘t know enough to say‖ (Q83 = 3): 105 

DK/NA (Q83 = 9): 12 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad 18.814 .000 .999 148217560.1 

low_somecollege 18.972 .000 .999 173632231.6 

low_collegegrad 20.377 .000 .999 707119916.2 

midhigh_nohs 20.757 .000 .999 1034498446.7 

mid_hsgrad 20.026 .000 .999 497852761.4 

mid_somecollege 19.671 .000 .999 349175704.65 

mid_collegegrad 20.380 .000 .999 709177138.9 

high_hsgrad -1.600 .000 1.000 0.202 

high_somecollege 20.103 .000 .999 537681004.2 

high_collegegrad 19.477 .000 .999 287500740.1 

male_republican .217 .121 .728 1.242 

male_democrat -.605 .873 .350 0.546 

male_independent -.333 .247 .619 0.717 

female_republican -1.281 3.248 .072 0.278 

female_democrat -1.459 3.303 .069 0.232 

minority -.835 3.294 .070 0.434 

age_30_44 .765 1.328 .249 2.150 

age_45_64 1.474 4.886 .027 4.368 

age_65_plus .583 .546 .460 1.791 

Constant -20.705 .000 .999 0.000 
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Table Number 64c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists on issues of fundamental tax reform 

(questions relating to flat tax) 

Survey  Time – CNN; January 1996 

Universe Supporters of flat tax when asked as stand-alone (Q9 = 1) 

Question Text (Q10c) ―Now suppose each of the following were the only additional 

provisions added to the flat tax proposal I just described. Do you favor 

or oppose a flat tax system in which all but the low-income Americans 

pay the same percentage of their income in taxes if the new flat tax 

system [Eliminated all tax deductions for home mortgages]? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q10c = 1) 

Sample Size 362 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q10c = 1): 134 

―Oppose‖ (Q10c = 2): 199 

―Not sure‖ (Q10c = 3): 29 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .539 1.891 .169 1.714 

low_somecollege .246 .346 .556 1.279 

low_collegegrad .135 .079 .778 1.145 

midhigh_nohs -20.110 .000 .999 .000 

mid_hsgrad -.273 .169 .681 .761 

mid_somecollege -.325 .257 .612 .722 

mid_collegegrad .863 2.198 .138 2.371 

high_hsgrad 1.295 1.708 .191 3.652 

high_somecollege 1.586 3.720 .054 4.885 

high_collegegrad 1.117 4.379 .036 3.057 

male_republican -.525 2.004 .157 .591 

male_democrat -.393 .867 .352 .675 
male_independent -.008 .001 .981 .992 

female_republican -.701 2.641 .104 .496 

female_democrat -1.554 9.998 .002 .211 

minority .438 2.030 .154 1.549 

age_30_49 .328 1.201 .273 1.388 

age_50_64 .422 1.437 .231 1.525 

age_65_plus .482 1.255 .263 1.619 

Constant -.895 4.237 .040 .408 
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Table Number 65c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists on issues of fundamental tax reform 

(questions relating to flat tax) 

Survey  Time – CNN; January 1996 

Universe Supporters of flat tax when asked as stand-alone (Q9 = 1) 

Question Text (Q10f) ―Now suppose each of the following were the only additional 

provisions added to the flat tax proposal I just described. Do you favor 

or oppose a flat tax system in which all but the low-income Americans 

pay the same percentage of their income in taxes if the new flat tax 

system [Eliminated all tax deductions for state and local taxes, 

including property tax]? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q10f = 1) 

Sample Size 362 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q10f = 1): 157 

―Oppose‖ (Q10f = 2): 183 

―Not sure‖ (Q10f = 3): 22 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.304 .681 .409 .738 

low_somecollege -.764 3.718 .054 .466 

low_collegegrad -1.031 5.224 .022 .357 

midhigh_nohs 20.520 .000 .999 815839493.08 

mid_hsgrad -1.054 3.019 .082 .348 

mid_somecollege -1.313 4.788 .029 .269 

mid_collegegrad -.305 .293 .588 .737 

high_hsgrad -1.501 1.777 .182 .223 

high_somecollege -.729 .850 .356 .482 

high_collegegrad -.449 .752 .386 .638 

male_republican .350 .941 .332 1.419 

male_democrat .253 .380 .538 1.288 

male_independent -.306 .877 .349 .736 

female_republican .052 .016 .900 1.053 

female_democrat .021 .003 .958 1.021 

minority .321 1.201 .273 1.378 

age_30_49 .049 .031 .861 1.050 

age_50_64 -.289 .738 .390 .749 

age_65_plus -.443 1.147 .284 .642 

Constant .284 .496 .481 1.328 
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Table Number 66c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists on issues of fundamental tax reform 

(questions relating to flat tax) 

Survey  CNN – USA Today; November 1997 

Universe Supporters of flat tax when asked as stand-alone (Q27a = 1 or Q27b = 

1) 

Question Text (Q28a) ―A tax system in which all Americans pay the same percentage 

of their income in taxes is often referred to as a flat tax. In order to have 

a flat tax system, would you favor or oppose eliminating each of the 

following deductions from the tax code: [The deduction on interest for 

home mortgages]? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q28a = 1) 

Sample Size 471 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q28a = 1): 205 

―Oppose‖ (Q28a= 2): 249 

―Not sure‖ (Q28a = 3): 16 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.033 .011 .917 .968 

low_somecollege -.122 .110 .740 .885 

low_collegegrad -.636 2.377 .123 .529 

midhigh_nohs -21.495 .000 .999 .000 

mid_hsgrad -.287 .266 .606 .750 

mid_somecollege -1.038 3.050 .081 .354 

mid_collegegrad -1.679 9.552 .002 .187 

high_hsgrad -1.790 2.512 .113 .167 

high_somecollege .445 .411 .521 1.561 

high_collegegrad -.924 2.965 .085 .397 

male_republican .033 .007 .933 1.034 

male_democrat -.026 .006 .939 .974 

male_independent -.348 1.130 .288 .706 

female_republican -.306 .601 .438 .737 

female_democrat .363 1.415 .234 1.437 

minority .315 1.551 .213 1.371 

age_35_44 -.385 2.018 .155 .681 

age_45_54 -.463 1.974 .160 .630 

age_55_plus -.532 3.868 .049 .587 

Constant .314 .589 .443 1.369 
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Table Number 67c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists on issues of fundamental tax reform 

(questions relating to taxation of employer-provided health benefits) 

Survey  Kaiser Family Foundation; April 2009 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q17) Right now, workers do not pay taxes on the money that their 

employer puts into their health insurance benefits. Some policymakers 

are proposing that workers with the most generous health care benefits 

SHOULD pay taxes on a share of the money the employer puts into that 

health insurance, with those taxes helping to pay for health care reform 

including covering more of the uninsured. Do you favor or oppose 

changing the law so that workers with the most generous health care 

benefits would pay taxes on the money their employer puts toward their 

coverage? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Strongly favor‖ (Q17 = 1) or ―Somewhat favor‖ (Q17 = 2) 

Sample Size 1,000 

Frequencies ―Strongly favor‖ (Q17 = 1): 168 

―Somewhat favor‖ (Q17 = 2): 246 

―Strongly oppose‖ (Q17 = 3): 166 

―Somewhat oppose‖ (Q17 = 4): 362 

DK/Refused (Q17 = 9): 58 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.683 7.926 .005 .505 

low_somecollege -1.007 13.561 .000 .365 

low_collegegrad -.943 7.872 .005 .389 

midhigh_nohs -1.993 11.309 .001 .136 

mid_hsgrad -1.466 22.602 .000 .231 

mid_somecollege -1.390 18.082 .000 .249 

mid_collegegrad -1.510 28.556 .000 .221 

high_hsgrad -1.023 3.972 .046 .360 

high_somecollege -1.062 3.882 .049 .346 

high_collegegrad -1.671 24.873 .000 .188 

male_republican -.571 4.110 .043 .565 

male_democrat .254 1.215 .270 1.289 

male_independent -.459 4.069 .044 .632 

female_republican -.621 5.305 .021 .537 

female_democrat .049 .050 .823 1.050 

minority -.013 .006 .938 .987 

age_30_44 -.778 14.806 .000 .459 

age_45_64 -.811 17.574 .000 .444 

age_65_plus -.921 14.691 .000 .398 

Constant 1.466 21.992 .000 4.332 
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Table Number 68c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists on issues of fundamental tax reform 

(questions relating to taxation of employer-provided health benefits) 

Survey  Kaiser Family Foundation; April 2009 

Universe Those supporting health care reform generally (Q5b = 1) 

Question Text (Q17) Right now, workers do not pay taxes on the money that their 

employer puts into their health insurance benefits. Some policymakers 

are proposing that workers with the most generous health care benefits 

SHOULD pay taxes on a share of the money the employer puts into that 

health insurance, with those taxes helping to pay for health care reform 

including covering more of the uninsured. Do you favor or oppose 

changing the law so that workers with the most generous health care 

benefits would pay taxes on the money their employer puts toward their 

coverage? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Strongly favor‖ (Q17 = 1) or ―Somewhat favor‖ (Q17 = 2) 

Sample Size 569 

Frequencies ―Strongly favor‖ (Q17 = 1): 104 

―Somewhat favor‖ (Q17 = 2): 177 

―Strongly oppose‖ (Q17 = 3): 95 

―Somewhat oppose‖ (Q17 = 4): 155 

DK/Refused (Q17 = 9): 37 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.427 1.786 .181 .653 

low_somecollege -.158 .180 .672 .854 

low_collegegrad -.311 .415 .520 .733 

midhigh_nohs .471 .215 .643 1.601 

mid_hsgrad .199 .192 .661 1.220 

mid_somecollege -.315 .397 .529 .730 

mid_collegegrad -.155 .136 .712 .857 

high_hsgrad -1.870 2.613 .106 .154 

high_somecollege -.076 .009 .925 .927 

high_collegegrad .431 .654 .419 1.539 

male_republican -.134 .080 .778 .874 

male_democrat -.103 .094 .760 .902 

male_independent .212 .377 .539 1.237 

female_republican -.092 .045 .833 .912 

female_democrat .056 .029 .864 1.057 

minority -.420 2.917 .088 .657 

age_30_44 .482 2.869 .090 1.619 

age_45_64 -.050 .032 .858 .951 

age_65_plus -.607 2.598 .107 .545 

Constant -.059 .021 .883 .942 
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Table Number 69c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists on issues of fundamental tax reform only 

after being provided with additional information about its effects 

(questions relating to taxation of employer-provided health benefits) 

Survey  Kaiser Family Foundation; April 2009 

Universe Those opposing taxation of employer-provided health insurance (Q17 = 

3 or Q17 = 4) 

Question Text (Q18a) What if you heard that the current policy [is unfair because, 

right now, those Americans who buy their own health insurance instead 

of getting it through an employer don‘t get a tax break]. Would you still 

oppose changing the tax treatment of the health insurance benefits 

people get at work, or would you now favor it? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q18a = 2) 

Sample Size 528 

Frequencies ―Still oppose‖ (Q18a = 1): 316 

―Favor‖ (Q18a = 2): 162 

DK/Refused (Q18a = 9): 51 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -1.438 11.361 .001 .237 

low_somecollege -1.184 6.451 .011 .306 

low_collegegrad -1.824 9.866 .002 .161 

midhigh_nohs -.528 .589 .443 .590 

mid_hsgrad -1.492 9.860 .002 .225 

mid_somecollege -1.924 13.185 .000 .146 

mid_collegegrad -1.598 13.081 .000 .202 

high_hsgrad -1.103 2.280 .131 .332 

high_somecollege -2.203 4.646 .031 .111 

high_collegegrad -1.537 10.023 .002 .215 

male_republican .188 .210 .647 1.207 

male_democrat 1.124 8.770 .003 3.076 

male_independent .209 .324 .569 1.233 

female_republican .682 3.066 .080 1.979 

female_democrat .561 2.386 .122 1.752 

minority -.125 .229 .632 .882 

age_30_44 -.673 4.552 .033 .510 

age_45_64 -.766 6.588 .010 .465 

age_65_plus -.797 4.816 .028 .451 

Constant .743 1.873 .171 2.102 
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Table Number 70c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists on issues of fundamental tax reform only 

after being provided with additional information about its effects 

(questions relating to taxation of employer-provided health benefits) 

Survey  Kaiser Family Foundation; April 2009 

Universe Those opposing taxation of employer-provided health insurance (Q17 = 

3 or Q17 = 4) 

Question Text (Q18b) What if you heard that the current policy [is unfair because 

higher-wage workers get a bigger tax break than lower-wage workers]. 

Would you still oppose changing the tax treatment of the health 

insurance benefits people get at work, or would you now favor it? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q18b = 2) 

Sample Size 528 

Frequencies ―Still oppose‖ (Q18b = 1): 373 

―Favor‖ (Q18b = 2): 117 

DK/Refused (Q18b = 9): 47 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.823 3.437 .064 .439 

low_somecollege -.247 .276 .600 .781 

low_collegegrad -.228 .178 .673 .796 

midhigh_nohs -.563 .594 .441 .569 

mid_hsgrad -.841 2.946 .086 .431 

mid_somecollege -1.457 6.352 .012 .233 

mid_collegegrad -1.216 6.621 .010 .296 

high_hsgrad -.689 .786 .375 .502 

high_somecollege -1.801 2.199 .138 .165 

high_collegegrad -.958 3.615 .057 .384 

male_republican .437 .968 .325 1.548 

male_democrat .943 5.007 .025 2.568 

male_independent .584 2.144 .143 1.793 

female_republican .295 .438 .508 1.343 

female_democrat .328 .638 .424 1.388 

minority -.120 .181 .671 .887 

age_30_44 -.046 .017 .895 .955 

age_45_64 -.058 .031 .860 .944 

age_65_plus -.343 .709 .400 .710 

Constant -.828 2.046 .153 .437 
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Table Number 71c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists on issues of fundamental tax reform even 

after being provided with additional information about its effects 

(questions relating to taxation of employer-provided health benefits) 

Survey  Kaiser Family Foundation; April 2009 

Universe Those supporting taxation of employer-provided health insurance (Q17 

= 1 or Q17 = 2) 

Question Text (Q19a) What if you heard that changing the tax treatment of workers‘ 

health benefits would [mean fewer employers would offer health 

insurance]? Would you still favor changing it, or would you now 

oppose it? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Still favor‖ (Q19a = 1) 

Sample Size 414 

Frequencies ―Still favor‖ (Q19a = 1): 156 

―Oppose‖ (Q19a = 2): 232 

DK/Refused (Q19a = 9): 26 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.540 2.526 .112 .583 

low_somecollege .131 .114 .735 1.140 

low_collegegrad -.251 .251 .616 .778 

midhigh_nohs -1.045 .738 .390 .352 

mid_hsgrad -.759 2.383 .123 .468 

mid_somecollege -.416 .663 .415 .659 

mid_collegegrad -.630 1.894 .169 .533 

high_hsgrad -.994 1.272 .259 .370 

high_somecollege .661 .660 .417 1.937 

high_collegegrad 1.208 4.209 .040 3.346 

male_republican .474 1.001 .317 1.606 

male_democrat -.121 .122 .727 .886 

male_independent .371 1.090 .297 1.450 

female_republican -.703 2.273 .132 .495 

female_democrat -.439 1.630 .202 .645 

minority -.998 14.001 .000 .368 

age_30_44 .063 .043 .836 1.065 

age_45_64 .129 .192 .661 1.137 

age_65_plus -.396 1.041 .308 .673 

Constant .178 .177 .674 1.195 
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Table Number 72c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists on issues of fundamental tax reform even 

after being provided with additional information about its effects 

(questions relating to taxation of employer-provided health benefits) 

Survey  Kaiser Family Foundation; April 2009 

Universe Those supporting taxation of employer-provided health insurance (Q17 

= 1 or Q17 = 2) 

Question Text (Q19b) What if you heard that changing the tax treatment of workers‘ 

health benefits would [lead to less generous health insurance coverage 

for some workers]? Would you still favor changing it, or would you 

now oppose it? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Still favor‖ (Q19b = 1) 

Sample Size 414 

Frequencies ―Still favor‖ (Q19b = 1): 172 

―Oppose‖ (Q19b = 2): 219 

DK/Refused (Q19b = 9): 22 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.427 1.786 .181 .653 

low_somecollege -.158 .180 .672 .854 

low_collegegrad -.311 .415 .520 .733 

midhigh_nohs .471 .215 .643 1.601 

mid_hsgrad .199 .192 .661 1.220 

mid_somecollege -.315 .397 .529 .730 

mid_collegegrad -.155 .136 .712 .857 

high_hsgrad -1.870 2.613 .106 .154 

high_somecollege -.076 .009 .925 .927 

high_collegegrad .431 .654 .419 1.539 

male_republican -.134 .080 .778 .874 

male_democrat -.103 .094 .760 .902 

male_independent .212 .377 .539 1.237 

female_republican -.092 .045 .833 .912 

female_democrat .056 .029 .864 1.057 

minority -.420 2.917 .088 .657 

age_30_44 .482 2.869 .090 1.619 

age_45_64 -.050 .032 .858 .951 

age_65_plus -.607 2.598 .107 .545 

Constant -.059 .021 .883 .942 
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Table Number 73c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists on issues of fundamental tax reform 

(questions relating to tax treatment of capital income) 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; January 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q43) Currently, income from investments and interest is generally 

taxed less than income from wages and salaries. Do you think income 

from investments should be taxed more than income from salaries, 

Question: less than income from salaries, or should income from 

investments be taxed about the same as income from salaries? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Less‖ (Q43 = 2) or ―Same‖ (Q43 = 3) 

Sample Size 1,047 

Frequencies ―More‖ (Q43 = 1): 121 

―Less‖ (Q43 = 2): 292 

―Same‖ (Q43 = 3): 571 

DK/NA (Q43 = 9): 63 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .705 4.788 .029 2.025 

low_somecollege .093 .083 .774 1.098 

low_collegegrad -.368 .984 .321 .692 

midhigh_nohs 19.878 .000 .999 429542196.53 

mid_hsgrad -.196 .284 .594 .822 

mid_somecollege .905 5.027 .025 2.472 

mid_collegegrad .471 1.685 .194 1.601 

high_hsgrad 19.942 .000 .998 457897929.21 

high_somecollege 1.751 3.494 .062 5.759 

high_collegegrad .655 2.030 .154 1.925 

male_republican .734 5.613 .018 2.084 

male_democrat .360 1.573 .210 1.433 

male_independent .734 6.757 .009 2.083 

female_republican 1.234 11.878 .001 3.435 

female_democrat .156 .387 .534 1.169 

minority -.638 11.531 .001 .528 

age_30_44 -.309 1.386 .239 .734 

age_45_64 -.287 1.232 .267 .750 

age_65_plus -.774 7.432 .006 .461 

Constant 1.253 12.751 .000 3.501 
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Table Number 74c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Awareness of scientific community‘s views on climate change 

Survey  Newsweek; April 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q14) Now, thinking specifically about the issue of global warming… 

Do you think most climate scientists agree that the earth has been 

warming in recent years, OR do you think there is a lot of disagreement 

among climate scientists about whether the earth has been warming? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Most scientists agree‖ (Q14 = 1) 

Sample Size 947 

Frequencies ―Most scientists agree‖ (Q14 = 1): 495 

―A lot of disagreement‖ (Q14 = 2): 367 

DK/Refused (Q14 = 9): 85 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

hs_grad -.008 .001 .972 .992 

some_college .041 .027 .870 1.041 

college_grad .325 1.766 .184 1.384 

male_republican -1.122 20.862 .000 .326 

male_democrat .020 .008 .931 1.020 

male_independent -.493 6.767 .009 .611 

female_republican -1.491 31.774 .000 .225 

female_democrat .230 1.054 .305 1.259 

minority -.347 4.573 .032 .707 

age_30_49 -.467 5.460 .019 .627 

age_50_64 -.662 9.617 .002 .516 

age_65_plus -.828 12.134 .000 .437 

Constant .953 10.928 .001 2.593 
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Table Number 75c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Awareness of scientific community‘s views on climate change 

Survey  Newsweek; August 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q15) Do you think most climate scientists agree that human activities, 

such as burning coal and oil, are a major cause of global warming, OR 

do you think there is a lot of disagreement among climate scientists 

about whether human activities are a major cause? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Most scientists agree‖ (Q15 = 1) 

Sample Size 947 

Frequencies ―Most scientists agree‖ (Q15 = 1): 445 

―A lot of disagreement‖ (Q15 = 2): 398 

DK/Refused (Q15 = 9): 105 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

hs_grad .187 .632 .427 1.206 

some_college .430 2.929 .087 1.537 

college_grad .593 5.772 .016 1.809 

male_republican -.783 9.880 .002 .457 

male_democrat .482 4.404 .036 1.619 

male_independent .230 1.504 .220 1.258 

female_republican -1.199 19.012 .000 .302 

female_democrat .009 .002 .968 1.009 

minority .086 .287 .592 1.089 

age_30_49 -.273 1.971 .160 .761 

age_50_64 -.229 1.209 .272 .795 

age_65_plus -.681 8.331 .004 .506 

Constant -.117 .171 .679 .889 
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Table Number 76c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Awareness of scientific community‘s views on climate change 

Survey  ABC News – Stanford; April 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q30) Do you think most scientists agree with one another about 

whether or not global warming is happening, or do you think there is a 

lot of disagreement among scientists on this issue? 

(Q31)Do you think most scientists believe that global warming is 

happening or is not happening? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Most agree‖ (Q30 = 1) and ―Is happening‖ (Q31 = 1) 

Sample Size 855 

Frequencies ―Most agree‖ and ―Is happening‖ (Q30 = 1 and Q31 = 1): 339 

―Most agree‖ and ―Is not happening‖ (Q30 = 1 and Q31 = 2): 5 

―Most agree‖ and DK/No Opinion (Q30 = 1 and Q31 = 8): 0 

―A lot of disagreement‖ (Q30 = 2): 483 

DK/No opinion (Q30 = 8): 28 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .125 .160 .689 1.133 

low_somecollege .458 1.850 .174 1.581 

low_collegegrad .330 .717 .397 1.391 

midhigh_nohs .095 .048 .826 1.099 

mid_hsgrad -.024 .004 .948 .976 

mid_somecollege .510 2.035 .154 1.666 

mid_collegegrad .462 1.858 .173 1.588 

high_hsgrad 1.218 5.193 .023 3.379 

high_somecollege .309 .459 .498 1.363 

high_collegegrad .745 4.751 .029 2.106 

male_republican -.958 9.461 .002 .383 

male_democrat .290 1.325 .250 1.336 

male_independent .062 .073 .787 1.064 

female_republican .139 .238 .626 1.149 

female_democrat .538 5.550 .018 1.713 

minority -.253 1.953 .162 .777 

age_30_49 -.393 3.643 .056 .675 

age_50_64 -.796 11.920 .001 .451 

age_65_plus -.917 12.203 .000 .400 

Constant -.323 .844 .358 .724 
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Table Number 77c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Awareness of scientific community‘s views on climate change 

Survey  ABC News – Stanford; April 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q11) How much do you trust the things that scientists say about the 

environment - completely, a lot, a moderate amount, a little, or not at 

all? 

Dependent Response(s)  ―Completely‖ (Q11 = 1) or ―A lot‖ (Q11 = 2) 

Sample Size 855 

Frequencies ―Completely‖ (Q11 = 1): 42 

―A lot‖ (Q11 = 2): 235 

―A moderate amount‖ (Q11 = 3): 367 

―A little‖ (Q11 = 4): 158 

―Not at all‖ (Q11 = 5): 43 

DK/No opinion (Q11 = 8): 10 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .332 .941 .332 1.394 

low_somecollege .641 3.077 .079 1.899 

low_collegegrad .857 4.333 .037 2.357 

midhigh_nohs 1.673 14.371 .000 5.329 

mid_hsgrad -.309 .531 .466 .734 

mid_somecollege .736 3.661 .056 2.087 

mid_collegegrad .825 5.162 .023 2.283 

high_hsgrad 1.172 4.677 .031 3.227 

high_somecollege .783 2.701 .100 2.189 

high_collegegrad 1.000 7.476 .006 2.719 

male_republican -.207 .454 .500 .813 

male_democrat .863 10.661 .001 2.371 

male_independent .130 .272 .602 1.139 

female_republican -.073 .054 .816 .930 

female_democrat .594 6.012 .014 1.811 

minority .066 .125 .724 1.069 

age_30_49 .230 1.073 .300 1.259 

age_50_64 .582 5.878 .015 1.790 

age_65_plus .100 .130 .718 1.105 

Constant -1.903 23.905 .000 .149 
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Table Number 78c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Individual belief that global warming exists 

Survey  Newsweek; August 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q16) Which of the following BEST describes your views about global 

warming and climate change? Do you think climate change… 

Dependent Response(s) ―Is already happening because of global warming‖ (Q16 = 1) or ―Will 

happen in the next few years‖ (Q16 = 2) or ―Will happen in your 

lifetime‖ (Q16 = 3) 

Sample Size 947 

Frequencies ―Is already happening because of global warming‖ (Q16 = 1): 431 

―Will happen in the next few years‖ (Q16 = 2): 38 

―Will happen in your lifetime‖ (Q16 = 3): 114 

―Will not happen in your lifetime but will affect future generations‖ 

(Q16 = 4): 201 

―Will never happen because of global warming?‖ (Q16 = 5): 95 

DK/Refused (Q16 = 9): 68 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

hs_grad .249 1.131 .288 1.283 

some_college .501 3.912 .048 1.650 

college_grad .532 4.592 .032 1.701 

male_republican -.764 10.024 .002 .466 

male_democrat .048 .039 .843 1.049 

male_independent -.016 .007 .936 .984 

female_republican -1.157 21.259 .000 .315 

female_democrat .093 .162 .687 1.098 

minority .281 2.721 .099 1.325 

age_30_49 -.502 5.527 .019 .605 

age_50_64 -.552 5.998 .014 .576 

age_65_plus -.865 12.509 .000 .421 

Constant .750 6.402 .011 2.118 
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Table Number 79c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Individual belief that global warming exists 

Survey  CNN; June 2008 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q40) Which of the following statements comes closest to your view of 

global warming:  

Dependent Response(s) ―Global warming is a proven fact and is mostly caused by emissions 

from cars and industrial facilities such as power plants and factories‖ 

(Q40 = 1) 

Sample Size 965 

Frequencies ―Global warming is a proven fact and is mostly caused by emissions 

from cars and industrial facilities such as power plants and factories‖ 

(Q40 = 1): 525  

―Global warming is a proven fact and is mostly caused by natural 

changes that have nothing to do with emissions from cars and industrial 

facilities‖ (Q40 = 2): 209 

―Global warming is a theory that has not yet been proven‖ (Q40 = 3): 

217 

DK/Refused (Q40 = 9): 13 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .191 .447 .504 1.211 

low_somecollege .224 .498 .481 1.251 

low_collegegrad .957 6.489 .011 2.603 

midhigh_nohs .578 1.698 .193 1.783 

mid_hsgrad -.169 .254 .614 .844 

mid_somecollege -.167 .251 .617 .847 

mid_collegegrad -.005 .000 .987 .995 

high_hsgrad -.231 .299 .584 .793 

high_somecollege -.477 1.287 .257 .621 

high_collegegrad .290 .762 .383 1.336 

male_republican -1.199 18.851 .000 .302 

male_democrat .368 1.941 .164 1.445 

male_independent -.117 .240 .624 .889 

female_republican -.777 8.988 .003 .460 

female_democrat .775 10.088 .001 2.171 

minority .095 .223 .637 1.100 

age_30_44 -.050 .060 .807 .951 

age_45_64 -.233 1.452 .228 .792 

age_65_plus -.899 14.198 .000 .407 

Constant .295 .670 .413 1.343 
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Table Number 80c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Individual belief that government should generally address the issue of 

climate change 

Survey  NBC News – Wall Street Journal; January 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q29) From what you know about global climate change or global 

warming, which one of the following statements comes closest to your 

opinion? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Global climate change has been established as a serious problem, and 

immediate action is necessary‖ (Q29 = 1) or ―There is enough evidence 

that climate change is taking place and some action should be taken‖ 

(Q29 = 2) 

Sample Size 841 

Frequencies ―Global climate change has been established as a serious problem, and 

immediate action is necessary‖ (Q29 = 1): 295 

―There is enough evidence that climate change is taking place and some 

action should be taken‖ (Q29 = 2): 253 

―We don't know enough about global climate change, and more 

research is necessary before we take any actions‖ (Q29 = 3): 210 

―Concern about global climate change is unwarranted‖ (Q29 = 4): 59 

―Not sure‖ (Q29 = 5): 24 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .620 3.059 .080 1.858 

low_somecollege 1.044 6.499 .011 2.841 

low_collegegrad 1.323 9.903 .002 3.754 

midhigh_nohs .516 .298 .585 1.675 

mid_hsgrad 1.150 8.640 .003 3.159 

mid_somecollege 1.249 8.198 .004 3.486 

mid_collegegrad .949 6.557 .010 2.583 

high_hsgrad .289 .367 .545 1.335 

high_somecollege 1.236 3.626 .057 3.442 

high_collegegrad 1.393 11.652 .001 4.027 

male_republican -1.504 28.002 .000 .222 

male_democrat .508 2.789 .095 1.662 

male_independent -.032 .019 .891 .969 

female_republican -.871 10.752 .001 .419 

female_democrat .152 .338 .561 1.165 

minority -.486 6.591 .010 .615 

age_30_44 -.281 1.181 .277 .755 

age_45_64 -.506 4.216 .040 .603 

age_65_plus -.993 12.451 .000 .370 

Constant .498 1.506 .220 1.645 
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Table Number 81c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Individual belief that government should generally address the issue of 

climate change 

Survey  ABC News – Stanford – Washington Post; April 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q28)  Do you think the federal government should do more than it‘s 

doing now to try to deal with global warming, should do less than it‘s 

doing now, or is it doing about the right amount? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Much more‖ (Q28 = 1) or ―Somewhat more‖ (Q28 = 2) 

Sample Size 855 

Frequencies ―Much more‖ (Q28 = 1): 432 

―Somewhat more‖ (Q28 = 2): 177  

―Doing about the right amount‖ (Q28 = 3): 169 

―Somewhat less‖ (Q28 = 4): 19 

―Much less‖ (Q28 = 5): 43 

DK/No opinion (Q28 = 8): 15 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.250 .572 .449 .779 

low_somecollege .339 .813 .367 1.403 

low_collegegrad -.219 .273 .601 .803 

midhigh_nohs .486 .893 .345 1.626 

mid_hsgrad .174 .203 .652 1.190 

mid_somecollege .178 .193 .661 1.194 

mid_collegegrad .434 1.288 .256 1.544 

high_hsgrad 1.687 4.003 .045 5.404 

high_somecollege -.111 .050 .822 .895 

high_collegegrad -.025 .005 .945 .975 

male_republican -1.512 26.570 .000 .220 

male_democrat .804 5.653 .017 2.235 

male_independent -.681 7.222 .007 .506 

female_republican -1.293 18.558 .000 .275 

female_democrat .629 4.665 .031 1.876 

minority -.307 2.240 .134 .736 

age_30_49 -.173 .456 .500 .841 

age_50_64 -.443 2.600 .107 .642 

age_65_plus -1.110 14.340 .000 .329 

Constant 1.596 15.846 .000 4.931 
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Table Number 82c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Individual belief that government can address the issue of climate 

change 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; April 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q53) Is reducing global warming something the federal government 

can do a lot about, can do something about, or cannot do much about? 

Dependent Response(s) ―A lot‖ (Q53 = 1) or ―Something‖ (Q53 = 2) 

Sample Size 995 

Frequencies ―A lot‖ (Q53 = 1): 405 

―Something‖ (Q53 = 2): 421 

―Not much‖ (Q53 = 3): 138 

―Nothing at all‖ (Q53 = 4): 8 

DK/NA (Q53 = 9): 23 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.846 4.484 .034 .429 

low_somecollege .222 .254 .614 1.249 

low_collegegrad .503 .860 .354 1.654 

midhigh_nohs -1.872 8.955 .003 .154 

mid_hsgrad -.241 .291 .590 .786 

mid_somecollege .300 .409 .522 1.350 

mid_collegegrad .059 .016 .900 1.060 

high_hsgrad 1.413 1.495 .221 4.108 

high_somecollege 1.290 2.268 .132 3.633 

high_collegegrad -.384 .691 .406 .681 

male_republican -.788 6.534 .011 .455 

male_democrat .622 2.917 .088 1.863 

male_independent .336 1.322 .250 1.399 

female_republican -.515 2.958 .085 .598 

female_democrat .653 4.447 .035 1.921 

minority .034 .021 .885 1.035 

age_30_44 .229 .590 .442 1.257 

age_45_64 -.386 1.966 .161 .680 

age_65_plus -1.019 12.362 .000 .361 

Constant 1.957 18.952 .000 7.077 
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Table Number 83c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Support for gas tax increase generally 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; February 2006 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q66) Would you favor or oppose an increased federal tax on gasoline? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q66 = 1) 

Sample Size 950 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q66 = 1): 119 

―Oppose‖ (Q66 = 2): 809 

DK/NA (Q66 = 9): 22 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.320 .350 .554 .726 

low_somecollege -.693 1.240 .265 .500 

low_collegegrad .510 .670 .413 1.665 

midhigh_nohs -19.087 .000 .999 .000 

mid_hsgrad -1.799 3.794 .051 .165 

mid_somecollege -.853 1.583 .208 .426 

mid_collegegrad 1.162 4.812 .028 3.197 

high_hsgrad .215 .066 .797 1.240 

high_somecollege 1.974 10.469 .001 7.199 

high_collegegrad 1.954 12.441 .000 7.057 

male_republican -.005 .000 .991 .996 

male_democrat 1.180 9.847 .002 3.255 

male_independent .430 1.204 .273 1.537 

female_republican -.202 .221 .638 .817 

female_democrat .194 .264 .607 1.214 

minority -.137 .227 .634 .872 

age_30_44 -.047 .023 .881 .954 

age_45_64 -.512 2.447 .118 .599 

age_65_plus .137 .137 .712 1.146 

Constant -2.458 16.613 .000 .086 

 



441 

 

 

Table Number 84c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Support for gas tax increase when supplemented with information about 

possible effects on global warming 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; April 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q56) In order to cut down on energy consumption and reduce global-

warming, would you favor or oppose an increased federal tax on 

gasoline?  

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q56 = 1) 

Sample Size 995 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q56 = 1): 386 

―Oppose‖ (Q56 = 2): 570 

DK/NA (Q56 = 9): 39 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .600 2.929 .087 1.821 

low_somecollege .487 1.790 .181 1.627 

low_collegegrad .931 5.551 .018 2.536 

midhigh_nohs .849 2.149 .143 2.337 

mid_hsgrad .615 2.764 .096 1.850 

mid_somecollege 1.035 7.896 .005 2.816 

mid_collegegrad 1.405 14.151 .000 4.077 

high_hsgrad 1.630 8.213 .004 5.102 

high_somecollege .651 1.802 .180 1.918 

high_collegegrad 1.423 13.622 .000 4.151 

male_republican -.639 5.078 .024 .528 

male_democrat .613 6.040 .014 1.847 

male_independent .322 2.132 .144 1.380 

female_republican .074 .088 .767 1.077 

female_democrat .592 6.959 .008 1.807 

minority -.534 9.870 .002 .586 

age_30_44 -.251 1.522 .217 .778 

age_45_64 -.154 .606 .436 .858 

age_65_plus -.413 3.073 .080 .662 

Constant -1.215 10.643 .001 .297 
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Table Number 85c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Support for gas tax increase among global warming believers when 

supplemented with information about possible effects on global 

warming 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; April 2007 

Universe Those believing that government can do something to combat global 

warming (Q53 = 1 or Q53 = 2) 

Question Text (Q56) In order to cut down on energy consumption and reduce global-

warming, would you favor or oppose an increased federal tax on 

gasoline?  

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q56 = 1) 

Sample Size 826 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q56 = 1): 366 

―Oppose‖ (Q56 = 2): 431 

DK/NA (Q56 = 9): 29 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .844 5.033 .025 2.326 

low_somecollege .545 2.006 .157 1.725 

low_collegegrad .981 5.563 .018 2.666 

midhigh_nohs 2.524 8.852 .003 12.483 

mid_hsgrad .601 2.350 .125 1.825 

mid_somecollege 1.010 6.700 .010 2.746 

mid_collegegrad 1.649 17.096 .000 5.201 

high_hsgrad 1.591 7.246 .007 4.908 

high_somecollege .622 1.530 .216 1.862 

high_collegegrad 1.633 15.397 .000 5.117 

male_republican -.625 3.960 .047 .535 

male_democrat .603 5.166 .023 1.827 

male_independent .266 1.255 .263 1.305 

female_republican .083 .088 .767 1.086 

female_democrat .298 1.539 .215 1.347 

minority -.652 12.981 .000 .521 

age_30_44 -.263 1.463 .226 .768 

age_45_64 -.005 .001 .982 .995 

age_65_plus -.273 1.069 .301 .761 

Constant -1.071 7.135 .008 .343 
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Table Number 86c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Support for gas tax increase only after being informed that it could 

combat global warming 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; February 2006 

Universe Those opposing gas tax increase generally, when supplemented with no 

information (Q66 = 2) 

Question Text (Q69) What if the increased tax on gasoline would cut down on energy 

consumption and reduce global warming, then would you favor or 

oppose an increased federal tax on gasoline?  

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q69 = 1) 

Sample Size 809 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q69 = 1): 444 

―Oppose‖ (Q69 = 2): 311 

DK/NA (Q69 = 9): 55 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .390 1.385 .239 1.477 

low_somecollege .421 1.433 .231 1.524 

low_collegegrad .350 .627 .428 1.420 

midhigh_nohs 1.236 2.182 .140 3.441 

mid_hsgrad .741 4.004 .045 2.098 

mid_somecollege .689 3.421 .064 1.992 

mid_collegegrad .703 3.579 .058 2.019 

high_hsgrad .071 .017 .896 1.073 

high_somecollege -1.065 3.073 .080 .345 

high_collegegrad .963 4.634 .031 2.620 

male_republican -.560 4.350 .037 .571 

male_democrat -.069 .068 .795 .933 

male_independent -.208 .659 .417 .812 

female_republican -.218 .660 .416 .804 

female_democrat .079 .108 .742 1.082 

minority .245 1.577 .209 1.277 

age_30_44 .173 .621 .431 1.189 

age_45_64 -.349 2.773 .096 .705 

age_65_plus -.471 3.657 .056 .625 

Constant -.039 .010 .921 .962 
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Table Number 87c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Support for gas tax increase only after being informed that it could 

reduce U.S. dependence on foreign oil 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; February 2006 

Universe Those opposing gas tax increase generally, when supplemented with no 

information (Q66 = 2) 

Question Text (Q68) What if the increased tax on gasoline would reduce the United 

States' dependence on foreign oil, then would you favor or oppose an 

increased federal tax on gasoline? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q68 = 1) 

Sample Size 809 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q68 = 1): 418 

―Oppose‖ (Q68 = 2): 333 

DK/NA (Q68 = 9): 58 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.725 4.747 .029 .484 

low_somecollege -.599 2.887 .089 .549 

low_collegegrad .004 .000 .993 1.004 

midhigh_nohs -.542 .451 .502 .582 

mid_hsgrad -1.079 8.282 .004 .340 

mid_somecollege -.977 6.764 .009 .376 

mid_collegegrad -.865 5.397 .020 .421 

high_hsgrad -1.635 7.760 .005 .195 

high_somecollege -.970 2.971 .085 .379 

high_collegegrad -1.241 7.434 .006 .289 

male_republican .408 2.174 .140 1.503 

male_democrat 1.102 16.354 .000 3.009 

male_independent .322 1.475 .224 1.380 

female_republican .767 7.849 .005 2.154 

female_democrat .129 .266 .606 1.137 

minority .324 2.824 .093 1.383 

age_30_44 .037 .028 .867 1.038 

age_45_64 .006 .001 .979 1.006 

age_65_plus -.089 .123 .726 .915 

Constant -.088 .049 .825 .916 
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Table Number 88c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Belief that trade with other countries does not benefit U.S. economy 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; March 2008 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q74) On balance, do you think trade with other countries -- both 

buying and selling products -- is good for the U.S. economy, or is it bad 

for the U.S. economy, or does it have no effect?  

Dependent Response(s) ―Bad‖ (Q74 = 2) 

Sample Size 1,293 

Frequencies ―Good‖ (Q74 = 1): 755 

―Bad‖ (Q74 = 2): 398 

―No effect‖ (Q74 = 3): 81 

DK/NA (Q74 = 9): 59 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.004 .000 .988 .996 

low_somecollege -.423 2.397 .122 .655 

low_collegegrad -1.020 8.197 .004 .360 

midhigh_nohs -1.084 2.989 .084 .338 

mid_hsgrad -.488 2.978 .084 .614 

mid_somecollege -.078 .083 .773 .925 

mid_collegegrad -.866 9.378 .002 .420 

high_hsgrad -.683 2.339 .126 .505 

high_somecollege -.600 2.784 .095 .549 

high_collegegrad -1.473 18.575 .000 .229 

male_republican -.635 6.031 .014 .530 

male_democrat .317 2.110 .146 1.373 

male_independent -.091 .180 .672 .913 

female_republican -.514 4.252 .039 .598 

female_democrat .187 .831 .362 1.206 

minority -.714 20.140 .000 .490 

age_30_44 .336 3.348 .067 1.400 

age_45_64 .104 .338 .561 1.110 

age_65_plus .232 1.230 .267 1.261 

Constant -.323 1.299 .254 .724 

 



446 

 

 

Table Number 89c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Belief that immigrants do not pay their fair share of taxes 

Survey  NPR-Kaiser-Harvard; Summer 2004  

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q20) Do you think most recent immigrants pay their fair share of 

taxes, or not? 

Dependent Response(s) ―No, do not pay their fair share of taxes‖ (Q20 = 2) 

Sample Size 1,726 

Frequencies ―Yes, pay their fair share of taxes‖ (Q20 = 1): 561 

―No, do not pay their fair share of taxes‖ (Q20 = 2): 1,001 

DK/Refused (Q20 = 8 or Q20 = 9): 164 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .039 .055 .814 1.040 

low_somecollege .069 .136 .712 1.071 

low_collegegrad -.556 6.156 .013 .573 

midhigh_nohs 2.207 11.872 .001 9.090 

mid_hsgrad .397 2.967 .085 1.488 

mid_somecollege -.023 .008 .927 .977 

mid_collegegrad -.703 11.901 .001 .495 

high_hsgrad -.009 .000 .984 .991 

high_somecollege .208 .404 .525 1.231 

high_collegegrad -.188 .481 .488 .829 

male_republican .804 20.404 .000 2.234 

male_democrat .297 2.966 .085 1.346 

male_independent .448 7.939 .005 1.564 

female_republican .512 8.079 .004 1.669 

female_democrat .428 7.036 .008 1.535 

minority -.177 2.263 .133 .838 

age_30_49 .307 5.147 .023 1.359 

age_50_64 .185 1.434 .231 1.203 

age_65_plus .341 3.954 .047 1.406 

Constant -.188 .892 .345 .829 
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Table Number 90c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Support for CAFÉ standards 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; April 2007 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q55) In order to cut down on energy consumption and reduce global-

warming, do you favor or oppose requiring car manufacturers to 

produce cars that are more energy efficient? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q55 = 1) 

Sample Size 995 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q55 = 1): 926 

―Oppose‖ (Q55 = 2): 55 

DK/NA (Q55 = 9): 13 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -1.572 2.680 .102 .208 

low_somecollege -.734 .518 .472 .480 

low_collegegrad -.964 .806 .369 .381 

midhigh_nohs -2.480 5.125 .024 .084 

mid_hsgrad -1.861 3.665 .056 .156 

mid_somecollege -.908 .786 .375 .403 

mid_collegegrad -.981 .924 .336 .375 

high_hsgrad 17.429 .000 .998 37080698.878 

high_somecollege -1.045 .805 .370 .352 

high_collegegrad -1.413 1.974 .160 .244 

male_republican -.993 3.736 .053 .370 

male_democrat -.596 1.259 .262 .551 

male_independent -.477 .982 .322 .621 

female_republican -.764 2.266 .132 .466 

female_democrat -.209 .173 .678 .811 

minority -.166 .271 .603 .847 

age_30_44 -.317 .625 .429 .728 

age_45_64 -.220 .296 .587 .802 

age_65_plus -.329 .511 .475 .720 

Constant 4.620 19.912 .000 101.487 
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Table Number 91c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Support for tighter CAFÉ standards among global warming believers 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; April 2007 

Universe Those believing that government can do something to combat global 

warming (Q53 = 1 or Q53 = 2) 

Question Text (Q55) In order to cut down on energy consumption and reduce global-

warming, do you favor or oppose requiring car manufacturers to 

produce cars that are more energy efficient? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q55 = 1) 

Sample Size 826 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q55 = 1): 794 

―Oppose‖ (Q55 = 2): 22 

DK/NA (Q55 = 9): 10 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -1.063 1.121 .290 .346 

low_somecollege -.351 .106 .744 .704 

low_collegegrad -.515 .192 .661 .598 

midhigh_nohs 17.622 .000 .999 44993199.814 

mid_hsgrad -1.254 1.514 .219 .285 

mid_somecollege -.378 .116 .733 .685 

mid_collegegrad .774 .330 .566 2.167 

high_hsgrad 17.432 .000 .998 37194908.093 

high_somecollege -.860 .481 .488 .423 

high_collegegrad -.070 .004 .953 .932 

male_republican -.749 .834 .361 .473 

male_democrat -.934 1.665 .197 .393 

male_independent -.586 .722 .395 .556 

female_republican -.888 1.477 .224 .411 

female_democrat -.272 .149 .700 .762 

minority -.195 .188 .664 .823 

age_30_44 -1.058 2.991 .084 .347 

age_45_64 -.386 .350 .554 .680 

age_65_plus -1.094 2.555 .110 .335 

Constant 5.052 17.623 .000 156.382 
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Table Number 92c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Disagreement with economists in that respondent supports tighter 

CAFÉ standards but opposes increased gas tax 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; April 2007 

Universe Those supporting tighter CAFÉ standards (Q55 = 1) 

Question Text (Q56) In order to cut down on energy consumption and reduce global-

warming, would you favor or oppose an increased federal tax on 

gasoline?  

Dependent Response(s) Oppose (Q56 = 2) 

Sample Size 926 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q56 = 1): 381 

―Oppose‖ (Q56 = 2): 508 

DK/NA (Q56 = 9): 37 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.627 3.420 .064 .534 

low_somecollege -.461 1.733 .188 .630 

low_collegegrad -.889 5.296 .021 .411 

midhigh_nohs -1.216 3.838 .050 .296 

mid_hsgrad -.738 4.162 .041 .478 

mid_somecollege -.913 6.472 .011 .401 

mid_collegegrad -1.421 15.026 .000 .241 

high_hsgrad -1.401 6.181 .013 .246 

high_somecollege -.563 1.381 .240 .569 

high_collegegrad -1.572 16.787 .000 .208 

male_republican .763 7.160 .007 2.146 

male_democrat -.478 3.589 .058 .620 

male_independent -.197 .789 .375 .821 

female_republican -.176 .491 .483 .838 

female_democrat -.593 6.927 .008 .553 

minority .554 10.233 .001 1.741 

age_30_44 .320 2.412 .120 1.377 

age_45_64 .362 3.251 .071 1.437 

age_65_plus .594 6.247 .012 1.811 

Constant .782 4.749 .029 2.186 

 



450 

 

 

Table Number 93c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists in preferring gas tax increase to tighter 

CAFÉ standards 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; February 2006 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q32) In order to cut down on energy consumption and reduce global-

warming, which would you prefer -- requiring car manufacturers to 

produce cars that are more energy efficient OR imposing an increased 

federal tax on gasoline? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Federal tax on gasoline‖ (Q32 = 2) 

Sample Size 950 

Frequencies ―More energy efficient cars‖ (Q32 = 1): 832 

―Federal tax on gasoline‖ (Q32 = 2): 73 

DK/NA (Q32 = 9): 45 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.038 .005 .946 .962 

low_somecollege -.706 1.200 .273 .493 

low_collegegrad .743 1.327 .249 2.101 

midhigh_nohs .637 .330 .566 1.891 

mid_hsgrad -1.611 2.956 .086 .200 

mid_somecollege -2.030 3.073 .080 .131 

mid_collegegrad .560 .931 .335 1.750 

high_hsgrad -.047 .003 .956 .954 

high_somecollege .422 .322 .570 1.525 

high_collegegrad .742 1.351 .245 2.100 

male_republican .306 .531 .466 1.359 

male_democrat -.664 1.845 .174 .515 

male_independent -.469 .952 .329 .626 

female_republican .035 .007 .936 1.036 

female_democrat -.297 .538 .463 .743 

minority .557 3.155 .076 1.746 

age_30_44 -.402 1.417 .234 .669 

age_45_64 -1.060 7.510 .006 .346 

age_65_plus -.218 .312 .577 .804 

Constant -1.989 10.183 .001 .137 
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Table Number 94c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Support for cap-and-trade policy generally  

Survey  CNN; April 2009 

Universe All surveyed (½ of survey only) 

Question Text (Q25) A proposal called "cap and trade" would allow the federal 

government to limit the emissions from industrial facilities such as 

power plants and factories that some people believe cause global 

warming. Companies that exceed the limit could avoid fines or higher 

taxes by paying money to other companies that produced fewer 

emissions than allowed. Would you favor or oppose this proposal? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q25 = 1) 

Sample Size 899 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q25 = 1): 402 

―Oppose‖ (Q25 = 2): 454 

DK/Undecided/Refused (Q25 = 9): 43 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .331 1.610 .205 1.392 

low_somecollege -.054 .033 .855 .948 

low_collegegrad .258 .508 .476 1.295 

midhigh_nohs .113 .067 .796 1.120 

mid_hsgrad .596 3.288 .070 1.815 

mid_somecollege .513 2.837 .092 1.671 

mid_collegegrad -.015 .002 .964 .985 

high_hsgrad .618 2.241 .134 1.855 

high_somecollege -.522 1.396 .237 .593 

high_collegegrad -.047 .023 .880 .954 

male_republican -.269 1.105 .293 .764 

male_democrat .772 10.031 .002 2.164 

male_independent .093 .175 .675 1.098 

female_republican -.385 1.951 .162 .680 

female_democrat .787 11.349 .001 2.196 

minority .121 .549 .459 1.129 

age_30_49 .049 .059 .809 1.050 

age_50_64 -.164 .559 .455 .849 

age_65_plus -.305 1.488 .222 .737 

Constant -.579 3.400 .065 .560 
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Table Number 95c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Support for cap-and-trade policy generally  

Survey  CNN; June 2008 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q41) One plan to reduce global warming would have the government 

set a limit on the amount of those emissions that companies could 

produce each year. Companies that exceed that limit would face fines 

or higher taxes, but they could avoid those penalties by paying money 

to other companies that produced fewer emissions than allowed. Would 

you favor or oppose this proposal?  

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q41 = 1) 

Sample Size 965 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q41 = 1): 505 

―Oppose‖ (Q41 = 2): 434 

DK/Undecided/Refused (Q41 = 9): 27 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .395 1.942 .163 1.484 

low_somecollege .581 3.401 .065 1.787 

low_collegegrad .790 4.904 .027 2.203 

midhigh_nohs .063 .020 .886 1.065 

mid_hsgrad .601 3.227 .072 1.825 

mid_somecollege .609 3.366 .067 1.839 

mid_collegegrad .012 .001 .969 1.012 

high_hsgrad .691 2.599 .107 1.996 

high_somecollege .292 .508 .476 1.339 

high_collegegrad .576 3.055 .080 1.779 

male_republican -.976 12.820 .000 .377 

male_democrat .613 5.403 .020 1.846 

male_independent -.350 2.172 .141 .705 

female_republican -.234 .857 .355 .791 

female_democrat .739 9.672 .002 2.094 

minority .107 .295 .587 1.113 

age_30_44 -.051 .066 .797 .950 

age_45_64 -.626 10.784 .001 .535 

age_65_plus -.428 3.392 .066 .652 

Constant -.142 .158 .691 .868 
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Table Number 96c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Support for cap-and-trade policy among human activity-induced global 

warming believers 

Survey  CNN; June 2008 

Universe Belief that human activity is contributing to global warming (Q40 = 1) 

Question Text (Q41) One plan to reduce global warming would have the government 

set a limit on the amount of those emissions that companies could 

produce each year. Companies that exceed that limit would face fines 

or higher taxes, but they could avoid those penalties by paying money 

to other companies that produced fewer emissions than allowed. Would 

you favor or oppose this proposal?  

Dependent Response(s) ―Favor‖ (Q41 = 1) 

Sample Size 525 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q41 = 1): 326 

―Oppose‖ (Q41 = 2): 190 

DK/Undecided/Refused (Q41 = 9): 9 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .927 5.444 .020 2.527 

low_somecollege .722 2.813 .094 2.058 

low_collegegrad 1.131 5.833 .016 3.098 

midhigh_nohs .960 2.815 .093 2.610 

mid_hsgrad 1.285 6.853 .009 3.615 

mid_somecollege .919 3.686 .055 2.508 

mid_collegegrad .718 2.633 .105 2.050 

high_hsgrad 1.550 6.035 .014 4.712 

high_somecollege .578 .851 .356 1.782 

high_collegegrad 1.107 6.031 .014 3.024 

male_republican -.144 .110 .740 .866 

male_democrat .180 .272 .602 1.197 

male_independent -.447 1.834 .176 .640 

female_republican .109 .079 .779 1.115 

female_democrat .504 2.643 .104 1.655 

minority .153 .372 .542 1.166 

age_30_44 -.147 .300 .584 .863 

age_45_64 -.417 2.611 .106 .659 

age_65_plus -.261 .572 .449 .770 

Constant -.380 .630 .427 .684 
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Table Number 97c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #2 

Predicting Agreement with economists in opposition to federal gas tax holiday 

Survey  Gallup; May 2008 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q41) Do you favor or oppose a proposal that would suspend the 

federal tax on gasoline during the coming summer months? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Oppose‖ (Q41 = 2) 

Sample Size 929 

Frequencies ―Favor‖ (Q41 = 1): 506 

―Oppose‖ (Q41 = 2): 392 

DK (Q41 = 3): 29 

Refused (Q41 = 4): 3 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad 1.233 12.043 .001 3.432 

low_somecollege .806 4.661 .031 2.239 

low_collegegrad 1.477 14.163 .000 4.380 

midhigh_nohs 1.927 7.181 .007 6.868 

mid_hsgrad 1.451 13.748 .000 4.268 

mid_somecollege 1.531 15.635 .000 4.624 

mid_collegegrad 2.054 28.265 .000 7.797 

high_hsgrad 1.026 3.477 .062 2.791 

high_somecollege 2.017 19.780 .000 7.512 

high_collegegrad 2.052 29.028 .000 7.783 

male_republican .333 1.714 .190 1.395 

male_democrat .657 6.864 .009 1.928 

male_independent .286 1.413 .235 1.330 

female_republican -.494 3.282 .070 .610 

female_democrat .316 1.825 .177 1.372 

minority -.042 .063 .802 .959 

age_30_49 -.154 .546 .460 .857 

age_50_64 -.086 .154 .695 .917 

age_65_plus .316 1.701 .192 1.372 

Constant -1.902 23.550 .000 .149 
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Table Number 98c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of U.S. payroll tax system 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Washington Post; February 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q6) Do you happen to know who pays Social Security taxes: is it 

workers, employers, or both workers and employers? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Both workers and employers‖ (Q6 = 3) 

Sample Size  1,109 

Frequencies ―Workers‖ (Q6 = 1): 203 

―Employers‖ (Q6 = 2): 36 

―Both workers and employers‖ (Q6 = 3): 852 

―DK/NA‖ (Q6 = 8 or Q6 = 9): 19 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .827 13.062 .000 2.287 

low_somecollege .810 9.803 .002 2.248 

low_collegegrad 1.367 14.616 .000 3.922 

midhigh_nohs 1.391 7.838 .005 4.021 

mid_hsgrad .711 5.056 .025 2.037 

mid_somecollege 1.002 10.718 .001 2.724 

mid_collegegrad 1.757 26.435 .000 5.796 

high_hsgrad 1.714 8.784 .003 5.553 

high_somecollege 1.827 7.659 .006 6.216 

high_collegegrad 1.829 19.972 .000 6.225 

male_republican .058 .041 .839 1.059 

male_democrat -.284 1.285 .257 .752 

male_independent .214 .643 .423 1.238 

female_republican -.140 .254 .614 .869 

female_democrat -.216 .793 .373 .805 

minority -.197 1.318 .251 .822 

age_30_44 .114 .310 .577 1.121 

age_45_64 .254 1.419 .234 1.289 

age_65_plus .889 10.646 .001 2.433 

Constant .171 .348 .555 1.186 
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Table Number 99c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of U.S. payroll tax system 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Washington Post; February 2005 

Universe All those providing response to question of employment status (Q7 < 8) 

Question Text (Q8) To the best of your knowledge, do you pay Social Security taxes, 

or not? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Yes, pay social security taxes‖ if employed (Q8 = 1 if (Q7 = 1 or Q7 = 

2)) 

―No, do not pay‖ if not employed (Q8 = 2 if (Q7 ≠ 1 and Q7 ≠ 2)) 

Sample Size 1,096 

Frequencies ―Yes, pay social security taxes‖ if employed (Q8 = 1 and (Q7 = 1 or Q7 

= 2)): 616 

―Yes, pay social security taxes‖ if not employed (Q8 = 1 and (Q7 ≠ 1 

and Q7 ≠ 2)): 143 

―No, do not pay‖ if employed (Q8 = 2 and (Q7 =1 or Q7 = 2)): 51 

―No, do not pay‖ if not employed (Q8 = 2 and (Q7 ≠ 1 and Q7 ≠ 2)): 

275 

―DK/NA‖ if employed ((Q8 = 8 or Q8 = 9) and (Q7 = 1 or Q7 = 2)): 0 

―DK/NA‖ if not employed ((Q8 = 8 or Q8 = 9) and (Q7 ≠ 1 and Q7 ≠ 

2)): 11 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .498 3.861 .049 1.646 

low_somecollege .356 1.601 .206 1.427 

low_collegegrad .437 1.563 .211 1.549 

midhigh_nohs -.495 1.363 .243 .609 

mid_hsgrad 1.485 9.146 .002 4.413 

mid_somecollege .287 .747 .387 1.332 

mid_collegegrad .602 3.213 .073 1.826 

high_hsgrad 20.106 .000 .998 539667098.21 

high_somecollege .382 .474 .491 1.466 

high_collegegrad 1.542 9.005 .003 4.674 

male_republican .113 .151 .698 1.120 

male_democrat .185 .455 .500 1.203 

male_independent -.253 .927 .336 .776 

female_republican -.149 .268 .605 .862 

female_democrat .504 3.412 .065 1.656 

minority -.021 .012 .914 .979 

age_30_44 .901 14.241 .000 2.463 

age_45_64 .457 3.982 .046 1.579 

age_65_plus -.147 .349 .554 .863 

Constant .586 3.643 .056 1.796 
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Table Number 100c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of U.S. payroll tax system 

Survey  Kaiser-Harvard-Washington Post; February 2005 

Universe Those believing they pay Social Security taxes (Q8 = 1) 

Question Text (Q9) Do you happen to know what percentage of your income goes to 

Social Security taxes, including what you pay and what your employer 

pays?  

(Q9a) If yes, what percentage is that? 

(Q9b) I know not everyone pays attention to these things. We‘d just 

like people to give us a guess.  

Dependent Response(s) Percentage < .153, acceptable range (Q9a ≤ .153 or Q9b ≤ .153) 

Sample Size 762 

Frequencies ―Yes‖ (Q9 = 1) and acceptable percentage (Q9a/Q9b ≤ .153): 235 

―Yes‖ (Q9 = 1) and not acceptable percentage (Q9a/Q9b > .153): 57 

―Yes‖ (Q9 = 1) and DK/Refused (Q9b = 998 or Q9b = 999): 0 

―No‖ (Q9 = 2): 432 

DK/Refused (Q9 = 8 or Q9 = 9): 37 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.148 .151 .697 .862 

low_somecollege .090 .050 .824 1.094 

low_collegegrad -.234 .264 .607 .791 

midhigh_nohs .723 1.676 .195 2.061 

mid_hsgrad -.384 .685 .408 .681 

mid_somecollege .021 .003 .960 1.022 

mid_collegegrad .517 1.677 .195 1.678 

high_hsgrad .553 1.097 .295 1.739 

high_somecollege .606 1.137 .286 1.833 

high_collegegrad .642 2.328 .127 1.901 

male_republican .877 9.228 .002 2.403 

male_democrat .001 .000 .996 1.001 

male_independent .488 2.888 .089 1.629 

female_republican -.202 .371 .542 .817 

female_democrat -.643 4.235 .040 .526 

minority -.174 .715 .398 .840 

age_30_44 .363 2.148 .143 1.438 

age_45_64 .478 3.632 .057 1.613 

age_65_plus -.149 .145 .703 .862 

Constant -1.322 9.673 .002 .267 
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Table Number 101c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of U.S. payroll tax system 

Survey  Kaiser-Harvard-Washington Post; February 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q11) Which of these two statements do you think is more accurate? 

(1) Social security payroll taxes collected from workers today are used 

to pay benefits for current retirees; (2) Social Security payroll taxes 

paid by workers today are put into an account to pay for their OWN 

Social Security benefits when they retire? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Social security payroll taxes collected from workers today are used to 

pay benefits for current retirees‖ (Q11 = 1) 

Sample Size 1,109 

Frequencies ―Social security payroll taxes collected from workers today are used to 

pay benefits for current retirees‖ (Q11 = 1): 803 

―Social Security payroll taxes paid by workers today are put into an 

account to pay for their OWN Social Security benefits when they 

retire‖ (Q11 = 2): 265 

―Neither‖ (Q11 = 3): 9 

DK/Refused (Q11 = 8 or Q11 = 9): 32 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .558 6.697 .010 1.748 

low_somecollege .739 8.913 .003 2.094 

low_collegegrad .859 7.837 .005 2.360 

midhigh_nohs 1.617 10.574 .001 5.037 

mid_hsgrad 1.019 10.002 .002 2.771 

mid_somecollege 1.963 27.899 .000 7.118 

mid_collegegrad 1.746 28.348 .000 5.731 

high_hsgrad 1.204 6.245 .012 3.332 

high_somecollege 1.631 7.555 .006 5.110 

high_collegegrad 1.808 21.403 .000 6.097 

male_republican -.189 .498 .480 .828 

male_democrat -.485 4.068 .044 .616 

male_independent -.041 .026 .872 .960 

female_republican -.159 .345 .557 .853 

female_democrat -.227 .936 .333 .797 

minority -.248 2.239 .135 .781 

age_30_44 .284 1.992 .158 1.329 

age_45_64 .400 3.644 .056 1.491 

age_65_plus .104 .196 .658 1.109 

Constant .128 .207 .649 1.136 
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Table Number 102c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of U.S. payroll tax system 

Survey  Kaiser-Harvard-Washington Post; February 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q12) On average, how much of a typical current retiree‘s income do 

you think comes from Social Security: Less than one-quarter, a quarter 

to a half, a half to three-quarters, or three-quarters or more? 

Dependent Response(s) ―A quarter to a half‖ (Q12 = 2) or ―A half to three-quarters‖ (Q12 = 3) 

Sample Size 1,109 

Frequencies Less than one-quarter (Q12 = 1): 181 

A quarter to a half (Q12 = 2): 396 

A half to three-quarters (Q12 = 3): 286 

Three-quarters or more? (Q12 = 4): 191 

DK/Refused (Q12 = 8 or Q12 = 9): 56 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .274 1.643 .200 1.315 

low_somecollege .601 6.059 .014 1.824 

low_collegegrad .483 2.711 .100 1.621 

midhigh_nohs 1.367 8.004 .005 3.923 

mid_hsgrad .784 6.517 .011 2.191 

mid_somecollege .821 8.189 .004 2.272 

mid_collegegrad .672 6.270 .012 1.957 

high_hsgrad .002 .000 .996 1.002 

high_somecollege .280 .400 .527 1.323 

high_collegegrad .667 4.801 .028 1.949 

male_republican .175 .541 .462 1.191 

male_democrat -.019 .007 .932 .982 

male_independent -.007 .001 .975 .993 

female_republican .146 .370 .543 1.158 

female_democrat -.310 2.222 .136 .733 

minority -.553 13.495 .000 .575 

age_30_44 .091 .233 .629 1.095 

age_45_64 -.297 2.425 .119 .743 

age_65_plus -.066 .087 .768 .936 

Constant .284 1.138 .286 1.329 
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Table Number 103c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of U.S. payroll tax system 

Survey  Kaiser-Harvard-Washington Post; February 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q14) Which of the following do you think best describes the surplus 

money in the Social Security trust fund? 

Dependent Response(s) ―The money is loaned to the federal government and spent on other 

government programs‖ (Q14 = 2) 

Sample Size 1,109 

Frequencies ―The money is kept by the government as cash in the bank‖ (Q14 = 1): 

204 

―The money is loaned to the federal government and spent on other 

government programs‖ (Q14 = 2): 741 

―The money is invested in the stock market‖ (Q14 = 3): 112 

DK/Refused (Q14 = 8 or Q14 = 9): 52 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.303 1.886 .170 .738 

low_somecollege .096 .146 .702 1.101 

low_collegegrad .254 .667 .414 1.289 

midhigh_nohs -1.626 13.767 .000 .197 

mid_hsgrad .095 .093 .760 1.100 

mid_somecollege -.008 .001 .978 .992 

mid_collegegrad .541 3.424 .064 1.718 

high_hsgrad .016 .001 .970 1.016 

high_somecollege 1.185 3.488 .062 3.271 

high_collegegrad .431 1.692 .193 1.538 

male_republican -.257 1.074 .300 .774 

male_democrat -.211 .821 .365 .809 

male_independent -.265 1.278 .258 .767 

female_republican -.454 3.364 .067 .635 

female_democrat -.272 1.491 .222 .762 

minority -.359 5.383 .020 .698 

age_30_44 .086 .208 .648 1.089 

age_45_64 .397 4.089 .043 1.488 

age_65_plus .093 .171 .679 1.098 

Constant .886 10.079 .001 2.425 
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Table Number 104c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of U.S. payroll tax system 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q13) When you think of the federal taxes that you pay, do you think 

the amount deducted from your paycheck for Social Security and 

Medicare is part of the federal income tax, or isn‘t it part of the federal 

income tax, or don‘t you know enough to say? 

Dependent Response(s) ―It is not part of the federal income tax‖ (Q13 = 2) 

Sample Size 1,236 

Frequencies ―It is part of the federal income tax‖ (Q13 = 1): 365 

―It is not part of the federal income tax‖ (Q13 = 2): 538 

―DK/Refused (Q13 = 3 or Q13 = 9): 333 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .430 3.484 .062 1.538 

low_somecollege .687 7.767 .005 1.988 

low_collegegrad .893 9.428 .002 2.442 

midhigh_nohs -.206 .213 .644 .814 

mid_hsgrad 1.041 15.448 .000 2.831 

mid_somecollege 1.277 24.611 .000 3.585 

mid_collegegrad 1.293 24.413 .000 3.643 

high_hsgrad .233 .196 .658 1.263 

high_somecollege 1.586 15.113 .000 4.884 

high_collegegrad 1.442 22.011 .000 4.231 

male_republican .035 .027 .869 1.036 

male_democrat -.408 3.344 .067 .665 

male_independent .153 .592 .441 1.165 

female_republican -.027 .014 .904 .974 

female_democrat -.098 .246 .620 .906 

minority -.728 24.231 .000 .483 

age_30_49 .028 .028 .867 1.028 

age_50_64 .072 .141 .708 1.075 

age_65_plus -.646 8.884 .003 .524 

Constant -.738 8.418 .004 .478 
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Table Number 105c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of recent tax policy changes 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q11) First, to the best of your knowledge, in the past two years has 

there or hasn‘t there been a federal income tax cut? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Has been‖ (Q11 = 1) 

Sample Size 1,236 

Frequencies  ―Has been‖ (Q11 = 1): 621 

―Has not been‖ (Q11 = 2): 407 

DK/Refused (Q11 = 8 or Q11 = 9): 208 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .371 3.088 .079 1.449 

low_somecollege .638 7.709 .005 1.893 

low_collegegrad .910 10.612 .001 2.484 

midhigh_nohs -.716 2.488 .115 .489 

mid_hsgrad .524 4.349 .037 1.689 

mid_somecollege 1.110 20.380 .000 3.035 

mid_collegegrad 1.309 26.363 .000 3.701 

high_hsgrad .792 2.602 .107 2.207 

high_somecollege .839 4.726 .030 2.314 

high_collegegrad 1.555 24.631 .000 4.734 

male_republican .846 15.477 .000 2.330 

male_democrat .558 6.662 .010 1.747 

male_independent .683 11.904 .001 1.979 

female_republican .860 15.031 .000 2.363 

female_democrat .545 7.705 .006 1.724 

minority -.277 3.842 .050 .758 

age_30_49 -.285 2.989 .084 .752 

age_50_64 -.167 .769 .380 .846 

age_65_plus -.596 8.307 .004 .551 

Constant -.883 13.070 .000 .414 
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Table Number 106c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of effects of flat tax 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; January 1996 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q50) Who do you think would benefit MOST from a flat tax system -- 

rich people, poor people, or middle income people? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Rich people‖ (Q50 = 1) 

Sample Size 1,033 

Frequencies ―Rich people‖ (Q50 = 1): 610 

―Poor people‖ (Q50 = 2): 76 

―Middle income people‖ (Q50 = 3): 218 

―No one‖ (Q50 = 4): 5 

―All Equal‖ (Q50 = 5): 27 

DK/NA (Q50 = 9): 95 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.131 .299 .584 .877 

low_somecollege -.223 .703 .402 .800 

low_collegegrad .172 .329 .566 1.187 

midhigh_nohs -.560 .220 .639 .571 

mid_hsgrad -.194 .274 .601 .824 

mid_somecollege -.099 .078 .781 .906 

mid_collegegrad .135 .141 .707 1.144 

high_hsgrad -.407 .761 .383 .666 

high_somecollege -.352 .521 .470 .703 

high_collegegrad .028 .006 .939 1.029 

male_republican -.680 8.459 .004 .507 

male_democrat .500 3.844 .050 1.648 

male_independent -.357 2.689 .101 .700 

female_republican -.331 2.008 .157 .718 

female_democrat .359 2.678 .102 1.432 

minority .344 4.183 .041 1.411 

age_30_44 -.291 2.602 .107 .747 

age_45_64 -.511 7.151 .007 .600 

age_65_plus -.060 .071 .790 .942 

Constant .718 6.033 .014 2.051 
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Table Number 107c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of effects of flat tax 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; November 2004 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q22) Who do you think would benefit MOST from a flat tax system -- 

rich people, poor people, or middle income people? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Rich people‖ (Q22 = 1) 

Sample Size 833 

Frequencies ―Rich people‖ (Q22 = 1): 464 

―Poor people‖ (Q22 = 2): 50 

―Middle income people‖ (Q22 = 3): 209 

―No one‖ (Q22 = 4): 3 

―All equal ― (Q22 = 5): 36 

DK/NA (Q22 = 9): 70 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.747 5.159 .023 .474 

low_somecollege -.657 3.607 .058 .519 

low_collegegrad -.498 1.803 .179 .608 

midhigh_nohs -1.050 2.064 .151 .350 

mid_hsgrad .311 .520 .471 1.364 

mid_somecollege -.695 3.491 .062 .499 

mid_collegegrad -.249 .453 .501 .780 

high_hsgrad -1.683 5.841 .016 .186 

high_somecollege -2.232 13.469 .000 .107 

high_collegegrad -.728 3.281 .070 .483 

male_republican -.330 1.604 .205 .719 

male_democrat .087 .112 .737 1.090 

male_independent -.200 .667 .414 .819 

female_republican .029 .012 .913 1.029 

female_democrat .493 4.149 .042 1.637 

minority -.056 .112 .738 .946 

age_30_44 -.233 1.195 .274 .792 

age_45_64 -.451 4.598 .032 .637 

age_65_plus -.441 3.158 .076 .643 

Constant 1.088 8.736 .003 2.968 
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Table Number 108c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of effects of flat tax 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; January 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q42) Who do you think would benefit MOST from a flat tax system -- 

rich people, poor people, or middle income people? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Rich people‖ (Q42 = 1) 

Sample Size 1,047 

Frequencies ―Rich people‖ (Q42 = 1): 562 

―Poor people‖ (Q42 = 2): 65 

―Middle income people‖ (Q42 = 3): 268 

―No one‖ (Q42 = 4): 5 

―All equal ― (Q42 = 5): 64 

DK/NA (Q42 = 9): 83 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.531 3.880 .049 .588 

low_somecollege -.346 1.499 .221 .707 

low_collegegrad .300 .760 .383 1.349 

midhigh_nohs .367 .242 .623 1.444 

mid_hsgrad -.072 .052 .819 .931 

mid_somecollege -.927 9.288 .002 .396 

mid_collegegrad .269 .791 .374 1.308 

high_hsgrad -.116 .060 .807 .890 

high_somecollege -.237 .269 .604 .789 

high_collegegrad -.306 .802 .371 .736 

male_republican -.854 13.327 .000 .426 

male_democrat -.155 .404 .525 .857 

male_independent -.547 6.086 .014 .579 

female_republican -.409 2.928 .087 .664 

female_democrat .287 1.680 .195 1.333 

minority .289 3.584 .058 1.335 

age_30_44 .088 .212 .645 1.092 

age_45_64 -.116 .382 .537 .891 

age_65_plus -.608 7.492 .006 .544 

Constant .698 5.480 .019 2.010 
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Table Number 109c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of effects of flat tax 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q29) And do you think people with high incomes would generally pay 

more income tax, less income tax, or about the same amount of income 

tax as they pay now? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Less income tax‖ (Q29 = 2) 

Sample Size 1,236 

Frequencies ―More income tax‖ (Q29 = 1): 501 

―Less income tax‖ (Q29 = 2): 437 

―About the same amount of income tax…‖ (Q29 = 3): 221 

DK/NA (Q29 = 8 or Q29 = 9): 76 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .035 .023 .881 1.036 

low_somecollege .446 3.218 .073 1.563 

low_collegegrad .878 9.033 .003 2.405 

midhigh_nohs .349 .705 .401 1.417 

mid_hsgrad .437 2.536 .111 1.548 

mid_somecollege .844 10.702 .001 2.325 

mid_collegegrad .910 12.101 .001 2.484 

high_hsgrad .547 1.118 .290 1.729 

high_somecollege .381 .856 .355 1.463 

high_collegegrad 1.146 14.214 .000 3.146 

male_republican .039 .031 .861 1.040 

male_democrat .073 .102 .749 1.076 

male_independent .075 .134 .714 1.078 

female_republican .749 10.888 .001 2.115 

female_democrat .441 4.622 .032 1.554 

minority -.188 1.593 .207 .829 

age_30_49 -.738 19.763 .000 .478 

age_50_64 -1.226 37.648 .000 .294 

age_65_plus -1.407 38.842 .000 .245 

Constant -.497 3.823 .051 .609 
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Table Number 110c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of effects of national sales tax 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q59) And do you think people with high incomes would generally pay 

more income tax, less income tax, or about the same amount of income 

tax as they pay now? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Less income tax‖ (Q59 = 2) 

Sample Size 1,236 

Frequencies ―More income tax‖ (Q59 = 1): 503 

―Less income tax‖ (Q59 = 2): 334 

―About the same amount of income tax…‖ (Q59 = 3): 293 

DK/NA (Q59 = 8 or Q59 = 9): 106 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.051 .046 .830 .950 

low_somecollege .122 .226 .635 1.130 

low_collegegrad .261 .720 .396 1.299 

midhigh_nohs .079 .032 .858 1.082 

mid_hsgrad .602 5.034 .025 1.826 

mid_somecollege .039 .020 .887 1.040 

mid_collegegrad .435 2.616 .106 1.545 

high_hsgrad .186 .111 .739 1.204 

high_somecollege .146 .111 .739 1.157 

high_collegegrad .787 6.569 .010 2.196 

male_republican -.249 1.022 .312 .779 

male_democrat .789 12.224 .000 2.201 

male_independent .276 1.653 .199 1.318 

female_republican -.019 .006 .939 .981 

female_democrat .023 .011 .916 1.023 

minority -.185 1.394 .238 .831 

age_30_49 -.168 .862 .353 .846 

age_50_64 -.088 .180 .672 .916 

age_65_plus .078 .124 .724 1.082 

Constant -1.227 20.948 .000 .293 
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Table Number 111c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of progressivity of U.S. tax system 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q12) Generally speaking, how does the federal income tax system 

work? Are people with higher incomes taxed at a HIGHER 

PERCENTAGE of their income than people who make less money? Or 

does everyone pay the SAME PERCENTAGE of their income in 

income taxes? Or don‘t you know enough to say? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Higher percentage‖ (Q12 = 1) 

Sample Size 1,236 

Frequencies ―People with higher incomes are taxed at a HIGHER PERCENTAGE‖ 

(Q12 = 1): 737 

―Everyone pays the SAME PERCENTAGE‖ (Q12 = 2): 140 

DK/Refused (Q12 = 3 or Q12 = 9): 359 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .422 4.193 .041 1.525 

low_somecollege .988 18.677 .000 2.687 

low_collegegrad 1.159 16.594 .000 3.187 

midhigh_nohs .084 .046 .830 1.087 

mid_hsgrad .863 11.817 .001 2.370 

mid_somecollege 1.102 20.093 .000 3.011 

mid_collegegrad 1.893 45.637 .000 6.636 

high_hsgrad 1.542 7.749 .005 4.676 

high_somecollege 1.608 13.135 .000 4.991 

high_collegegrad 1.895 30.170 .000 6.656 

male_republican .694 9.334 .002 2.002 

male_democrat .271 1.543 .214 1.311 

male_independent -.041 .044 .834 .960 

female_republican .311 1.882 .170 1.364 

female_democrat -.008 .002 .969 .992 

minority -.270 3.609 .057 .763 

age_30_49 -.081 .229 .633 .923 

age_50_64 -.100 .260 .610 .905 

age_65_plus -.388 3.458 .063 .678 

Constant -.439 3.337 .068 .645 
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Table Number 112c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of progressivity of U.S. tax system 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed (½ asked Q16; ½ asked Q17) 

Question Text (Q16) In the United States, which group do you think pays the highest 

percentage of their income in total federal taxes: high-income people, 

middle-income people, or lower-income people, or don‘t you know 

enough to say? 

(Q17) In the United States, which group do you think pays the highest 

percentage of their income in federal income taxes: high -income 

people, middle-income people, or lower-income people, or don‘t you 

know enough to say?  

Dependent Response(s) ―High-income people‖ (Q16 = 1 or Q17 = 1) 

Sample Size 1,236 

Frequencies ―High-income people‖ (Q16 = 1 or Q17 = 1): 305 

―Middle-income people‖ (Q16 = 2 or Q17 = 2): 640 

―Lower-income people‖ (Q16 = 3 or Q17 = 3): 149 

DK/Refused (Q16 = 4 or Q17 = 4 or Q16 = 9 or Q17 = 9): 142 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.470 3.701 .054 .625 

low_somecollege -.562 4.091 .043 .570 

low_collegegrad -.015 .002 .962 .985 

midhigh_nohs -.159 .118 .731 .853 

mid_hsgrad .110 .154 .695 1.117 

mid_somecollege -.102 .135 .714 .903 

mid_collegegrad .114 .172 .678 1.121 

high_hsgrad -.509 .774 .379 .601 

high_somecollege .268 .423 .516 1.308 

high_collegegrad .807 6.951 .008 2.242 

male_republican 1.135 22.012 .000 3.110 

male_democrat -.002 .000 .993 .998 

male_independent .395 2.787 .095 1.484 

female_republican .725 7.976 .005 2.065 

female_democrat .271 1.238 .266 1.312 

minority -.155 .852 .356 .856 

age_30_49 -.657 12.786 .000 .519 

age_50_64 -.945 17.839 .000 .389 

age_65_plus -.258 1.333 .248 .773 

Constant -.930 11.393 .001 .395 
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Table Number 113c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of tax terminology 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q14a) And now I want to read a brief list of terms that are related to 

taxes and the federal tax system. For each, please tell me if you have 

heard the term and know what it means, have heard the term but don‘t 

know what it means, or have not heard the term. First/Next, 

[Progressive taxes]. Have you heard the term and know what it means, 

have you heard the term but don‘t know what it means, or have you not 

heard the term.   

Dependent Response(s) ―Heard the term and know what it means‖ (Q14a = 1) 

Sample Size 1,236 

Frequencies ―Heard the term and know what it means‖ (Q14a = 1): 252 

―Heard the term but don‘t know what it means‖ (Q14a = 2): 291 

―Have not heard the term‖ (Q14a = 3): 690 

DK/Refused (Q14a = 8 or Q14a = 9): 3 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .572 1.975 .160 1.771 

low_somecollege 1.393 12.417 .000 4.028 

low_collegegrad 2.132 26.059 .000 8.432 

midhigh_nohs 1.288 5.000 .025 3.626 

mid_hsgrad .896 4.262 .039 2.449 

mid_somecollege 1.868 22.177 .000 6.478 

mid_collegegrad 2.366 36.266 .000 10.652 

high_hsgrad .113 .014 .906 1.120 

high_somecollege 2.149 18.009 .000 8.577 

high_collegegrad 3.305 61.303 .000 27.256 

male_republican .859 9.530 .002 2.362 

male_democrat .645 4.845 .028 1.906 

male_independent .891 11.188 .001 2.439 

female_republican .105 .120 .729 1.111 

female_democrat -.016 .003 .956 .984 

minority -.276 1.938 .164 .759 

age_30_49 -.094 .172 .678 .910 

age_50_64 .452 3.344 .067 1.572 

age_65_plus .688 6.383 .012 1.989 

Constant -3.459 64.594 .000 .031 
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Table Number 114c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of tax terminology 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q14b) And now I want to read a brief list of terms that are related to 

taxes and the federal tax system. For each, please tell me if you have 

heard the term and know what it means, have heard the term but don‘t 

know what it means, or have not heard the term. First/Next, [Payroll 

taxes]. Have you heard the term and know what it means, have you 

heard the term but don‘t know what it means, or have you not heard the 

term.   

Dependent Response(s) ―Heard the term and know what it means‖ (Q14b = 1) 

Sample Size 1,236 

Frequencies ―Heard the term and know what it means‖ (Q14b = 1): 910 

―Heard the term but don‘t know what it means‖ (Q14b = 2): 210 

―Have not heard the term‖ (Q14b = 3): 111 

DK/Refused (Q14b = 8 or Q14b = 9): 3 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad 1.243 31.133 .000 3.466 

low_somecollege 1.175 22.662 .000 3.238 

low_collegegrad 1.462 19.787 .000 4.315 

midhigh_nohs .560 1.857 .173 1.751 

mid_hsgrad .769 8.273 .004 2.158 

mid_somecollege 1.743 33.708 .000 5.717 

mid_collegegrad 1.554 28.290 .000 4.729 

high_hsgrad 2.150 8.593 .003 8.583 

high_somecollege 1.260 7.450 .006 3.526 

high_collegegrad 1.944 22.059 .000 6.986 

male_republican .345 1.813 .178 1.412 

male_democrat -.133 .315 .574 .876 

male_independent .725 9.504 .002 2.065 

female_republican .090 .119 .730 1.095 

female_democrat -.060 .073 .787 .942 

minority -.451 8.405 .004 .637 

age_30_49 1.086 37.488 .000 2.961 

age_50_64 1.493 44.236 .000 4.451 

age_65_plus 1.290 29.808 .000 3.633 

Constant -.986 14.734 .000 .373 
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Table Number 115c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of tax terminology 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q14c) And now I want to read a brief list of terms that are related to 

taxes and the federal tax system. For each, please tell me if you have 

heard the term and know what it means, have heard the term but don‘t 

know what it means, or have not heard the term. First/Next, [Value 

Added Tax, sometimes called a VAT]. Have you heard the term and 

know what it means, have you heard the term but don‘t know what it 

means, or have you not heard the term.   

Dependent Response(s) ―Heard the term and know what it means‖ (Q14c = 1) 

Sample Size 1,236 

Frequencies ―Heard the term and know what it means‖ (Q14c = 1): 233 

―Heard the term but don‘t know what it means‖ (Q14c = 2): 257 

―Have not heard the term‖ (Q14c = 3): 740 

DK/Refused (Q14c = 8 or Q14c = 9): 5 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .209 .323 .570 1.232 

low_somecollege .946 6.939 .008 2.574 

low_collegegrad 1.167 8.533 .003 3.211 

midhigh_nohs -18.783 .000 .998 .000 

mid_hsgrad .313 .591 .442 1.367 

mid_somecollege 1.101 9.027 .003 3.006 

mid_collegegrad 1.869 27.977 .000 6.482 

high_hsgrad 1.040 2.708 .100 2.828 

high_somecollege 1.885 16.231 .000 6.589 

high_collegegrad 2.530 43.790 .000 12.555 

male_republican .658 5.492 .019 1.931 

male_democrat .344 1.284 .257 1.411 

male_independent .853 10.039 .002 2.346 

female_republican .018 .004 .952 1.018 

female_democrat .107 .144 .704 1.113 

minority -.492 5.575 .018 .611 

age_30_49 .218 .815 .367 1.244 

age_50_64 .776 8.925 .003 2.174 

age_65_plus .702 6.087 .014 2.018 

Constant -3.091 59.411 .000 .045 
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Table Number 116c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of tax terminology 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q14e) And now I want to read a brief list of terms that are related to 

taxes and the federal tax system. For each, please tell me if you have 

heard the term and know what it means, have heard the term but don‘t 

know what it means, or have not heard the term. First/Next, [Earned 

Income Tax Credit]. Have you heard the term and know what it means, 

have you heard the term but don‘t know what it means, or have you not 

heard the term.   

Dependent Response(s) ―Heard the term and know what it means‖ (Q14e= 1) 

Sample Size 1,236 

Frequencies ―Heard the term and know what it means‖ (Q14e = 1): 750 

―Heard the term but don‘t know what it means‖ (Q14e = 2): 344 

―Have not heard the term‖ (Q14e = 3): 141 

DK/Refused (Q14e = 8 or Q14e = 9): 1 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .810 15.206 .000 2.248 

low_somecollege .967 17.519 .000 2.629 

low_collegegrad .462 2.780 .095 1.587 

midhigh_nohs .216 .314 .575 1.241 

mid_hsgrad .452 3.261 .071 1.571 

mid_somecollege .986 15.640 .000 2.680 

mid_collegegrad .995 15.212 .000 2.706 

high_hsgrad .695 1.962 .161 2.005 

high_somecollege .542 1.936 .164 1.719 

high_collegegrad 1.269 15.679 .000 3.558 

male_republican .404 3.454 .063 1.498 

male_democrat .477 4.773 .029 1.612 

male_independent .087 .198 .656 1.091 

female_republican .362 2.575 .109 1.436 

female_democrat .227 1.340 .247 1.254 

minority -.426 9.087 .003 .653 

age_30_49 .536 10.605 .001 1.709 

age_50_64 .239 1.593 .207 1.270 

age_65_plus -.385 3.584 .058 .681 

Constant -.570 5.694 .017 .566 
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Table Number 117c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of extent of federal estate tax 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q51) Do you think that most families have to pay the federal estate tax 

when someone dies or only a few families have to pay it? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Only a few families have to pay‖ (Q51 = 2) 

Sample Size 1,236 

Frequencies ―Most families have to pay‖ (Q51 = 1): 615 

―Only a few families have to pay‖ (Q51 = 2): 411 

DK/Refused (Q51 = 8 or Q51 = 9): 210 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .435 3.619 .057 1.545 

low_somecollege .045 .030 .863 1.046 

low_collegegrad .479 2.474 .116 1.614 

midhigh_nohs 1.106 7.676 .006 3.023 

mid_hsgrad .209 .541 .462 1.232 

mid_somecollege .765 8.539 .003 2.150 

mid_collegegrad 1.014 14.621 .000 2.758 

high_hsgrad .811 2.621 .105 2.250 

high_somecollege 1.279 10.324 .001 3.593 

high_collegegrad 1.673 29.589 .000 5.330 

male_republican .376 2.962 .085 1.457 

male_democrat -.167 .540 .463 .846 

male_independent .050 .060 .806 1.052 

female_republican -.226 .937 .333 .798 

female_democrat -.473 5.002 .025 .623 

minority .608 16.630 .000 1.837 

age_30_49 -.073 .166 .683 .930 

age_50_64 .591 8.760 .003 1.805 

age_65_plus .913 18.068 .000 2.492 

Constant -1.608 36.389 .000 .200 
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Table Number 118c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of general revenue effects of tax cuts (Laffer Curve) 

Survey  CBS News – New York Times; November 2002 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q39) Do you think the government can reduce the federal budget 

deficit and cut taxes at the same time? 

Dependent Response(s) ―Cannot‖ (Q39 = 2) 

Sample Size 931 

Frequencies ―Can‖ (Q39 = 1): 396 

―Cannot‖ (Q39 = 2): 458 

DK/NA (Q39 = 9): 77 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad .670 5.711 .017 1.954 

low_somecollege .685 5.215 .022 1.984 

low_collegegrad .814 5.384 .020 2.257 

midhigh_nohs 1.238 2.544 .111 3.447 

mid_hsgrad .716 4.061 .044 2.046 

mid_somecollege .475 1.217 .270 1.608 

mid_collegegrad .903 5.785 .016 2.467 

high_hsgrad .875 3.669 .055 2.399 

high_somecollege 1.002 5.954 .015 2.722 

high_collegegrad .961 7.745 .005 2.615 

male_republican -1.272 26.019 .000 .280 

male_democrat .357 2.076 .150 1.429 

male_independent -.707 10.428 .001 .493 

female_republican -.573 5.517 .019 .564 

female_democrat .486 4.667 .031 1.626 

minority -1.182 2.663 .103 .307 

age_30_44 .025 .017 .897 1.026 

age_45_64 .153 .577 .448 1.165 

age_65_plus .801 11.289 .001 2.227 

Constant .531 .489 .484 1.700 
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Table Number 119c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of extent of taxes in the United States 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q15) Compared with the citizens of Western European countries, do 

you think Americans pay a higher percentage of their income in taxes, a 

smaller percentage of their income in taxes, about the same percentage 

of their income in taxes, or don‘t you know enough to say? 

Dependent Response(s) ―A lower percentage‖ (Q15 = 2) 

Sample Size 1,236 

Frequencies ―A higher percentage‖ (Q15 = 1): 262 

―A lower percentage‖ (Q15 = 2): 367 

―About the same percentage‖ (Q15 = 3): 78 

DK/Refused (Q15 = 4 or Q15 = 9): 529 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad 1.074 9.713 .002 2.928 

low_somecollege 1.926 31.195 .000 6.863 

low_collegegrad 2.275 36.046 .000 9.728 

midhigh_nohs .459 .579 .447 1.582 

mid_hsgrad 1.510 17.032 .000 4.525 

mid_somecollege 1.953 30.237 .000 7.050 

mid_collegegrad 2.349 43.870 .000 10.480 

high_hsgrad 1.959 11.966 .001 7.090 

high_somecollege 1.850 15.308 .000 6.358 

high_collegegrad 2.922 55.988 .000 18.580 

male_republican .538 5.152 .023 1.712 

male_democrat .170 .451 .502 1.186 

male_independent .884 15.615 .000 2.420 

female_republican .080 .102 .749 1.083 

female_democrat -.207 .774 .379 .813 

minority -.596 11.776 .001 .551 

age_30_49 -.097 .251 .617 .908 

age_50_64 .533 6.190 .013 1.704 

age_65_plus .142 .346 .556 1.152 

Constant -2.763 56.674 .000 .063 
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Table Number 120c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Knowledge of extent of taxes in the United States 

Survey  Harris Interactive – March 2005 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text (Q660) In reality, what percentage of income do you think the typical 

American ACTUALLY PAYS in taxes -- that is, all, state, federal and 

local? 

Dependent Response(s) Acceptable range (Q660 > 20 and Q660 <= 35) 

Sample Size 1,629 

Frequencies Acceptable range (Q660 > 20 and Q660 <= 35): 728 

Unacceptable range (Q660 <= 20 or Q660 < 35): 900 

Regression technique Binary Logit (Equals 1 if dependent response; 0 otherwise) 

 

Explanatory Variable B Wald Sig Exp(B) 

low_hsgrad -.528 2.464 .117 .590 

low_somecollege .076 .048 .827 1.079 

low_collegegrad .144 .151 .697 1.155 

midhigh_nohs -.177 .095 .758 .838 

mid_hsgrad .044 .016 .900 1.045 

mid_somecollege -.102 .078 .780 .903 

mid_collegegrad .224 .397 .529 1.251 

high_hsgrad -.707 2.699 .100 .493 

high_somecollege -.216 .311 .577 .806 

high_collegegrad -.128 .123 .726 .880 

male .228 4.749 .029 1.256 

minority -.567 22.161 .000 .567 

age_30_44 .160 1.116 .291 1.173 

age_45_64 .134 .831 .362 1.144 

age_65_plus .088 .264 .607 1.092 

Constant -.147 .177 .674 .864 
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Table Number 121c 

Part of Dissertation Essay #3 

Predicting Overall level of knowledge of taxes in U.S. 

Survey  Kaiser-NPR-Harvard; February 2003 

Universe All surveyed 

Question Text Knowledge score as calculated by Kaiser-NPR-Harvard 

Dependent Response(s) KNOW (knowledge score variable calculated by Kaiser-NPR-Harvard) 

Sample Size 1,236 

Frequencies KNOW = 0: 55 

KNOW = 1: 81 

KNOW = 2: 138 

KNOW = 3: 134 

KNOW = 4: 187 

KNOW = 5: 125 

KNOW = 6: 183 

KNOW = 7: 111 

KNOW = 8: 122 

KNOW = 9: 53 

KNOW = 10: 47 

Regression technique Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) 

 

Explanatory Variable B S.E. t-stat Sig 

low_hsgrad 1.046 .223 4.691 .000 

low_somecollege 1.755 .245 7.152 .000 

low_collegegrad 2.158 .300 7.195 .000 

midhigh_nohs -.132 .423 -.313 .754 

mid_hsgrad 1.489 .270 5.511 .000 

mid_somecollege 2.505 .260 9.616 .000 

mid_collegegrad 3.122 .266 11.743 .000 

high_hsgrad 1.803 .530 3.399 .001 

high_somecollege 2.763 .417 6.619 .000 

high_collegegrad 3.760 .314 11.969 .000 

male_republican 1.046 .227 4.605 .000 

male_democrat .400 .228 1.751 .080 

male_independent .727 .209 3.479 .001 

female_republican .601 .235 2.561 .011 

female_democrat .236 .208 1.133 .257 

minority -.826 .151 -5.483 .000 

age_30_49 .202 .175 1.151 .250 

age_50_64 .431 .203 2.125 .034 

age_65_plus -.371 .220 -1.688 .092 

Constant 2.736 .256 10.698 .000 
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Appendix D 

 

Questions from 1994 survey of National Tax Association members (Slemrod, 1999) 

 

(Percent of all respondents answering yes to given question) 

 

Question 
 Professional Affiliation 

All 
Responses 

Academic Government Private 

In general, should there be a high 
protective tariff on agricultural 
products? 4 3 2 7 

In general, should there be a high 
protective tariff on manufactured 
products? 3 2 3 6 

Should there be a tariff to equalize 
the difference in cost of production at 
home and abroad? 10 6 12 14 

Should there be a tariff at uniform 
rate on all imports? 12 9 16 14 

In general, should there be a tariff for 
revenue only? 19 22 19 13 

In general, should there be free trade 
with only incidental tariffs? 91 94 85 92 

Should there be retention of property 
tax as a major source of local 
revenue? 85 85 86 83 

Should the general property tax 
include intangibles? 17 17 23 13 

Should the general property tax 
include tangible personalty? 35 35 36 33 

Should the general property tax be 
restricted to realty? 57 56 51 68 

Should improvements be taxed at a 
lower rate than land? 38 44 26 34 

Should improvements be exempted? 10 14 5 8 

Should there be a special tax on 
unearned increment of land values? 22 28 18 14 

Should there be homestead 
exemptions? 42 40 38 51 

Should local property taxes be at the 
same rate for business and residents? 64 61 65 73 

Should business be taxed at a higher 26 25 30 23 
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rate than residents? 

Should residents be taxed higher rate 
than business? 6 9 3 2 

Should inheritances be taxed by the 
federal government? 72 81 73 53 

Should gifts, whether or not in 
contemplation of death, be taxed in 
order to avoid evasion of the 
inheritance tax? 71 79 74 51 

Should there be a graduated personal 
income tax? 80 75 91 72 

Should there be a flat-rate income 
tax, with personal exemptions and a 
standard deduction? 28 32 17 32 

Should the top federal marginal tax 
on income be 50% or higher? 13 16 8 9 

Could a poll tax be so fitted into our 
general tax scheme (under the 
income tax) as to make it a desirable 
element thereof? 9 10 4 12 

Should realized nominal capital gains 
be taxed as ordinary income? 34 31 45 23 

Should realized inflation-adjusted 
capital gains be taxed as ordinary 
income? 65 71 68 50 

Should accrued real capital gains be 
taxed as ordinary income? 30 38 24 18 

Should capital gains be taxed at a 
lower rate than ordinary income? 32 23 26 61 

Should there be higher income tax 
rates for unearned (i.e., capital) 
income? 7 9 6 6 

Should all future federal, state and 
local government securities that are 
issued be fully taxable as to income? 61 71 57 46 

Should cash dividends be taxed to the 
stockholder if there is a corporate 
income tax? 44 45 54 32 

Should stock dividends be taxed? 43 45 62 22 

Should social security and 
unemployment benefits be fully 
taxable? 62 71 61 45 

Should the definition of capital 
income be fully corrected for 70 76 63 66 
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inflation? 

Should mortgage interest be 
deductible? 47 37 50 60 

Should imputed rent of owner-
occupied housing be taxable? 25 34 17 15 

Should there be net income tax on 
corporations? 70 58 82 77 

Should there be a graduated rate? 37 32 42 38 

Should there be a flat rate? 49 48 50 48 

Should there be a gross tax on 
business incomes? 14 12 17 13 

Should banking business be taxed in a 
different way than general 
incorporated business? 27 28 24 29 

Should insurance business be taxed in 
a different way than general 
incorporated business? 28 27 27 35 

Should railway and public utility 
business be taxed in a different way 
than general incorporated business? 24 21 28 27 

Should the personal and corporate 
income taxes be integrated? 72 82 64 64 

Should the alternative minimum tax 
on corporations be abolished? 53 56 35 69 

Should Congress legislate to create 
uniformity of state income 
apportionment formulas? 73 74 64 77 

Should there be a tax on motor 
vehicles as such with exemption from 
general property tax? 52 49 51 53 

Should there be a gasoline tax to pay 
for all highway construction and 
maintenance? 86 85 83 93 

Should any highway cost be paid by 
levies on property? 31 35 35 17 

Should it be mandatory that all 
proceeds from gasoline and motor 
vehicle taxes be devoted to highways 
(including streets and bridges)? 43 37 38 57 

Should there be a general retail sales 
tax at the federal level? 33 35 28 39 

Should there be a general retail sales 
tax at the state level? 91 89 97 91 

Should there be a general retail sales 56 54 67 55 
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tax at the local level? 

Should there be a tobacco tax? 95 96 97 88 

Should there be a high tax on 
tobacco? 87 89 87 81 

Should there be a special tax on 
oleomargarine? 3 2 3 0 

Should there be a tax on billboards? 47 47 51 34 

Should retail sales tax be extended to 
sales of services? 77 79 90 56 

Should social security benefits be 
financed out of general revenues 
instead of the payroll tax? 30 34 29 29 

Should the caps on the social security 
tax base be eliminated? 50 58 57 27 

Should the state supervise 
assessment of real estate? 79 77 93 69 

Should the state constitutions contain 
tax limit provisions? 38 29 31 60 

Should constitutional uniformity 
clauses be abolished? 16 17 16 10 

Should education be a part of and 
subject to the fiscal control of the 
regular local government?  54 46 60 58 

Should education be independent of 
the regular local government? 43 48 32 42 

Should states raise all taxes for and 
administer the entire system of public 
education? 29 29 25 32 

Should state and federal aids be 
distributed on the basis of need? 79 80 88 64 

Should states limit debt incurring 
powers of local governments? 69 66 73 67 

Should there be an abolishing of all 
except federal personal income taxes 
with distribution of part of the 
proceeds to states? 12 14 9 13 

Should there be an abolishing of all 
except federal corporate income 
taxes with distribution of part of the 
proceeds to states? 16 17 16 14 

Should state and local governments 
use tax abatements and other 
incentives to attract business? 30 29 22 41 

Should the entire cost of the next war 22 21 19 30 
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be financed by current taxation? 

Should the entire cost of the next war 
be financed largely by bonds? 37 42 36 28 

Should the cost of the next war be 
financed largely by tax on profits of 
ammunition makers? 16 20 15 14 

In general, should there be a 
severance tax on various 
commodities, such as oil, coal, ore, 
and timber? 80 79 90 69 

Should there be a value-added tax to 
replace much or all of the current 
income tax? 36 33 33 49 

Should localities impose income taxes 
on those who work but do not live 
locally? 61 67 58 51 

Should governments increase their 
reliance on revenue from user fees? 74 76 78 62 

Should wealth be taxable? 59 62 66 42 

Should the distribution of income in 
the United States be more equal? 64 73 68 40 

Is the redistribution of income within 
the United States a legitimate role for 
government? 68 79 73 39 

Should the government restructure 
the welfare system along the lines of 
a “negative income tax?” 71 78 67 60 

Do lower marginal income tax rates 
reduce leisure and increase work 
efforts? 57 60 49 59 

Do lower taxes on the return to 
saving increase private saving? 71 66 66 82 

Does reducing the tax rate on income 
from capital gains encourage 
investment and promote economic 
growth? 54 45 48 76 

Should the level of government 
spending relative to GNP be reduced 
(disregarding expenditures for 
stabilization)? 62 54 60 82 

Does a large federal budget deficit 
have an adverse effect on the 
economy? 89 84 94 91 

Are sales taxes regressive? 77 76 83 69 
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Are corporate income taxes largely 
passed on to workers and 
consumers? 75 72 77 79 

Are taxes an important determinant 
of business location? 59 64 32 77 

Should there be a balanced budget 
amendment to the U.S. constitution? 30 23 26 49 

Should administrative and 
compliance concerns play an 
important role in designing tax 
policy? 98 98 99 98 

Should capital income be exempt 
from taxation? 12 9 3 28 

Should the fraction of individual tax 
returns that are audited be 
substantially increased? 62 59 69 60 

Should the penalties for tax evasion 
be substantially increased? 60 67 57 48 

Should the foreign-source income of 
U.S. residents individuals be taxed by 
the United States? 82 87 89 60 

Should the foreign-source income of 
U.S. corporations be taxed by the 
United States? 74 79 82 50 
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