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3) ARCHITECTURAL DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL





Reston offers unique advantages as a location for a

program for low cost housing. The Reston plan is made

possible by a new kind of zoning, the Residential Planned

Community zoning. This makes possible the clustering of

housing and encourages, under a master plan, a mixture of

land uses. This has made possible cost savings in unit

utility cost and hasprovedtoreducetheroadnetwork

for a given population. The Reston concept allows for long-

term advance planning of site utilities and roads. It also

permits the pre-planning of schools and other community

facilities according to the master plan. Low-income housing

in Reston will be planned as an integral part of the next

village of 10,000 people in Reston.











This siting study for new housing will include

study of community facilities and amenities available to

persons living and working both in Reston as a whole and in

the particular locations suggested for the low-income units.

The purpose of this part of the study would be to locate the

housing so as to achieve the most complete possible use of

these facilities by all residents regardless of income

level. The result of such siting of the 200 initial units

in Reston would be studied so that the experience with their

use could be drawn upon in the siting and building of sub-

sequent units in Reston, and elsewhere. It is believed that

the results attained would be very different from any exis-

ting low-income "projects".
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Our program is intended todevelop aspecific solution

for Reston of low-income housing which is applicable to simi-

lar planning efforts. The specific proposal is as follows:











Housing will be composed of factory-produced, com-

pletely-equipped, rectangular dwelling units, designed to be

transportable and constructed of steel. These units will be

compatible with the site structure composed of precast con-

crete platforms supported by steel masts. The masts will

rise above the platforms to become supports for the steel

cluster houses, they will also serve as umbilicals for

utility supply.











The initial application of the steel cluster houses

in Reston will be in medium density areas (from 6 to 10

dwelling units per acre). Their arrangements at this den-

sity will permit simple linear groupings - this for the ini-

tial 200 dwelling unit proposal.











Later development will be concerned with higher den-

sity areas, and will involve vertical stacking of the cluster

houses. The initial units will themselves not exceed 3

levels. Later application of the units to multi-story struc-

tures will be studied.

The development of steel cluster houses, can be suc-

cessful, only if, to our extensive experience in the field of
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large scale housing and planning, is added the wide ex-

perience and extensive facilities of the mobile home, auto-

motive and steel industries. Preliminary contacts have al-

ready been made with trade associations and with represen-

tative firms in each of these areas.

The program of work will lead to solutions for such

components as structural plumbing, electrical, heating, air-

conditioning and communications systems, unified to produce

the final product. It is assumed that a mobile home manu-

facturer will produce the houses.

There are many reasons for our decision to pursue

this concept. During our continuing involvement in the

field of large scale housing, we have been approached by

the Bethlehem Steel Corporation and others as a result of

their general effort to re-introduce steel in residential

construction. It is also apparent from recent publications,

that the market for mobile homes is diminishing and that

manufacturers are seeking new outlets for their production

facilities. Without question, factory built housing of

the type described, will achieve high quality at reasonable

cost. This is evidenced by the fact that the average price

of the mobile home, at this time, is approximately $5,600.

Concurrently, there have been important developments in

new light-weight, high-strength steel alloys and in fini-

shes such as vinyl coatings, textured sheet and permanent
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oxide coatings, which we intend to supply in the design of the

houses.




We see countless ways of combining and arranging steel

cluster houses, in rows, vertically, horizontally, on sloping

sites, etc., which together with a limited variation in unit

types, can produce the same richness and variety in design

with which we have been concerned in Reston First Village

Center.




It is our intention that the steel cluster house not

be limited to low-income housing. Larger, more luxurious units,

will be developed when the initial program has been success-

fully concluded. It is, in fact, our expectation that the

quality of these houses will be far greater than even the

high cost town houses constructed to date in Reston.


