



thereby developing an understanding and an interest

in the natural sciences, nature study and conservation.

The educational, scientific, cultural and

recreational benefits of such a plan are obvious;

from an outdoor museum for school children, through

the study and recording of the ecology of natural

communities, to the appreciation of all living things

there are many, too numerous to list here. Yet the

proposal of the Audubon Society, good as it was, did

not go far enough in a number of respects.

Reston would like to see added to the Audubon

concept of a nature center the concept that active

involvement in nature by people of all ages is more

significant than running a museum chiefly for school

children. The Reston nature center is conceived as the

headquarters for a nature program involving all of the

usable open space in Reston--from the private land of

the detached home owner to the Cluster Association land

and the land owned by the Homeowners' Associations--to

a bird sanctuary, natural state nature walks, cultivated

fields, cold frames, greenhouses, laboratories and

classrooms. School children on a scheduled basis and

all those interested on a voluntary basis, from youngsters

through senior citizens, would have the opportunity to






learn and practice the skills involved in planting,

tending, and experimenting with vegetables, flowers,

shrubs and trees under the instruction of the nature

center staff, the faculties of the schools and

institutions of higher learning, and skilled volunteers.

This learning would then be used to maintain and improve

publicly and privately owned woods, roadsides, borders

and beds throughout the community.

In advance of a structured nature center,

activities of these kinds have already started. A group

of residents in Hunter's Woods Village have formed a

loose association to work in the homeowners' forest

areas near their homes. Fifteen garden plots provided

in Lake Anne Village were cultivated by residents in

1966--one plot for every thirteen families in residence

at the beginning of the planting season.

If successfully adopted by the community, the

program would have an important effect in addition to

providing a significant outlet for the energies of

those interested in involvement: The beauty of the

community would be enhanced far beyond what it could

afford were it to rely on salaried staff to do the

work involved.






The Reston nature program could well serve as a

pilot project for urban and suburban America. Its

success might serve as a model for its cities as a

means of improving the maintenance and appearance

of city parks, while minimizing costs and providing

interested participants with an important outlet.

In connection with the nature center is a program

for a children's zoo--a zoo for domestic animals and

fowls important as a spectacle for urban children,

and of even greater importance for those youngsters

who, on a voluntary basis, would participate in the

actual care of the animals.

The actual site for the Nature Center at Reston--

to be donated by the developer--was studied, appraised

and rated by the Society and found to have an excellent

potential. Here is their actual rating, taken from

the report in which they used a numerical index of

values from one to ten:






RATING OF TEN SITE FACTORS




	Factor	 Present	 Potential

Location

	

10	 10

Accessibility

	

9	 9

Size and shape of the
nature center area

	

4	 4

Terrain and general
characteristics of the land

	

7	 7

Soil and geologic resources

	

8	 8

Water resources

	

8	 10

Forest resources

	

6	 9

Wildlife resources

	

5	 8

Existing improvements

	

7	 9

Human Factors. .............................................




	Siteindex	 71	 83

A rating of between 66 and 85 is considered to be

very good to excellent.






The basic philosophy which underlies the

development of Reston, and the present size of the

population do not indicate the complete development

of the Nature Center at this time. The definitive

shape and uses of the Center should evolve with the

passage of time and the participation of the

residents. It does seem wise, however, to develop

a pilot project for the Nature Center as quickly as

possible, in order to determine the feasibility of

and interest in a fully developed Nature Center and

program; to experiment in the land-use concept for

application to other more urban areas; to train

people in Reston and elsewhere how to care for and

perhaps love their land.






SCULPTURE FOUNTAINS AND MURALS

The developers of Reston included sculpture and

fountains in the pilot project in novel and fascinating

ways. There is abstract play sculpture both in concrete

and wood that is functional and beautiful. A concrete

underpass was enhanced with a variety of sculptural

forms, coordinated with dramatic lighting effects

and the use of street furniture. The shop facades

of Lake Anne Center are, in effect, separate works

of pop art. These imaginative and successful works

were created by James Rossant of Whittlesey, Conklin

and Rossant, and Gonzalo Fonseca, who was employed as

an artist in residence.

As a result of this experience a number of

things have come to light:

People, especially children, took great delight

in watching the artist at work, and enjoyed

sharing the creative experience itself.

To the visitor as well as the resident, a latent

curiosity was aroused--to the point of astonishment

in many--in the public use of art. It is enjoyed

now that it is finished.






The finished works have become an important

part of the community.

Foundries for casting metal sculpture are few

and far between, and trained artisans for this

work in short supply.

The experience at Reston is consonant with the

larger national interest in the beautification of

our environment, natural and man-made, and reinforces

the view that our urban environment must be made more

delightful and attractive.

It is worth pointing out, however, that there is

still a strong tendency in America to view the

additional costs required for beautifying public

places and projects as uneconomic frills. A look

around us will reveal that parks, schools, hospitals,

roads, public housing projects and so on are usually

sparing of that delight, charm and possibility of

aesthetic experience that characterize so many of the

public places of the great cities of Europe. While

there has been some recent progress in this regard

in the approach to the design of Federal buildings

and civic centers, the idea that art is a basic,

integral part of the public environment cannot be

said to have general acceptance. A model urban






community, therefore,mustdemonstratethattheprice

paid for sculpture, fountains, murals, roadside

respites, street furniture, etc., both within and

without public places is worthwhile, perhaps even

a necessity, in a civilized community. And more

importantly, the community itself must come to

learn from its own experience its own need, and then

prove willing to support such an environment.

(Otherwise little that we don't already know--that

art will be accepted if it is "put there" and paid

for by someone else-will have been learned.)

Reston's developers spent seed money to test

the idea. The results have been more than encouraging--

they have been exciting. At Reston, the developer

will continue to play a role in the subsidy of public

art. But the sources for public works of art are, and

should be, many: government; individual donors;

institutions and organizations; foundations; corporations;

public and private bodies. There is, literally and

figuratively, room for all of these. The need and

objective is for the public role, through government

or other institutions, to increase--to create and

satisfy greater demand.






The public role will define itself in several

ways: through the Cluster Associations (the

condominium groups of townhouse owners); the Home-

owners' Associations (the larger quasi-governmental

associations of all Reston residents); groups, clubs

and organizations (such as Serendipity, The Reston

Players, Inc., The Reston Chapter of the Virginia

Museum, already formed).

The Reston Foundation will also have a long-range,

perhaps permanent role, in the creation of public

works of art at Reston. What the Reston Foundation

might properly support over the years in this area are:

1.	 One or two sculptors and painters in residence

to create new works of art, establish work-

shops, teach and train.

2.	 Commissioning specific works of art for

specific places or occasions (examples: the

next Village Center; the Reston May Festival).

3.	 A study of the feasibility of and if positive,

the establishing of, a foundry.

4.	 A fund to be used for fellowships and

scholarships for students.






HIGHER EDUCATION

The possibilities for higher education in

Reston are limited only by imagination. Opportu-

nities for novel approaches, techniques and methods,

curricula, and most of all, relationships between

a community and its educational institutions abound.

This is because many of the original ideas inherent

in the conception, planning, and development of a

New Town naturally engender new needs for advanced

education and training, and new ways of utilizing

post-graduate education for the people of the

community.

There is, first of all, the primary set of

conditions which serve as the background for any

consideration of the opportunities for higher

education:

-	 The completely fresh start.

-	 The unusual cohesiveness of the community.

-	 The diversity of occupations, interest, back-

grounds, income, and education of a hetero-

geneous population living and working, and

sometimes both, in the same community.






These facts are in themselves noteworthy, but even

more remarkable are those challenges and possibilities

presented by the very ideas implicit in a New Town,

and the creative planning which realizes those ideas:

-	 The inter-relationship and accessibility to

each other of areas of work, living, learning,

and playing.

-	 The availability of facilities for the use of

increasing amounts of leisure time as early in

the development as possible.

-	 The establishment of social and educational

institutions - nursery schools, day care

center - which have wide-ranging secondary

effects on the lives and the amounts of time

available to women in Reston.

-	 The need for industry to develop a pool of

talent and skill within the community, and

the consequent need for training institutions

to meet that demand.

-	 The need for the community itself to develop

skilled and sophisticated leadership to staff

the institutions and organizations requisite

to the proper social, political, cultural,

and educational advancement of the community.






There are many others: the cross-fertilization

of interest resulting from the diversity of the

population, the heightened interest in art, archi-

tecture and design resulting from the special physical

qualities of Reston, the unusual emphasis on the

conservation of natural resources and the proper

preservation and protection of the land.

Our historic national interest in education has

been greatly intensified in recent years, a phenomenon

usually marked by the advent of Sputnik. This, of

course, has an important bearing on how education

develops in Reston, as it does everywhere else. But

the 18th century French notion of the "career open to

talents" - the democratic ideal of making education

available to all who want and are capable of it - has

perhaps a more special relevance to New Towns, and

especially to Reston. For the need to provide educa-

tional opportunity on an equal basis - nay, more, to

utilize whatever special tools and techniques are

available to us to inspire in those who are unaware or

do not share American middle-class attitudes toward the

value of education the desire for education, and then

make it rewarding to fulfill those newly-aroused goals,

is the challenge to which we must give the highest priority.






Thus, higher education at Reston must include

the vocational as well as the academic, re-training

as well as training; opportunities for the gifted

along with the inert; the older as well as the younger;

the people beyond as well as within Reston. And,

while educational institutions are nowadays created

almost overnight, developing an educational system

that will meet these needs will be neither easy nor

cheap.




*		*	 *

The comprehensive city plan for Reston includes

land for a major post-graduate facility in addition

to the twenty-one sites for the public schools of the

Fairfax County school system. The site selected for

a college or university is a good example of the

impact creative planning can have on social institu-

tions: the college facilities and campus are an

integral part of the village center which will include

commercial, residential, cultural, and community

facilities to serve more than 10,000 people, and

directly related to the industrial and government

reserve of Reston. An employee of the headquarters

of the U. S. Geological Survey, for example, could

hear a lecture at the school on his lunch hour, or






take a course on the way home from work and still be

home for dinner,. Needless to say, the college is not

designed to serve merely one village, or merely Reston;

but the implications of its relationship to the village

center and the major employment centers present new

possibilities and opportunities for multi-purpose use

of the facility itself as well as a variety of new

interests and demands on its educational capability.

The site at Reston for a post-graduate facility

also has a fundamental relationship to the program

developed in recent years by the State of Virginia for

a system of community colleges in Northern Virginia.

The history of the program is brief.

The Virginia General Assembly enacted legislation

in 1964 providing for a system of two-year technical

colleges. The first one to open was the Northern

Virginia Technical College, which was established in

temporary headquarters in the eastern part of Fairfax

County in September 1965, and today has the largest

freshman class of any college or university in Virginia.

In 1966, the Assembly amended the enabling act, and

created a system of 22 two-year community colleges,

to be operated by a State Board of Community Colleges.

Members of the Board are appointed by the Governor.






To date, the Board has approved five campus areas

to serve the Northern Virginia Community College.

The Northern Virginia Community College will

serve Arlington, Prince William, Loudoun and Fairfax

Counties, and the cities of Alexandria, Falls Church,

and Fairfax. The construction of permanent facilities

is now taking place on the site where the school first

opened. There may be as many additional campuses

"as needed" and the site selection committee of the

State Board has approved five areas for campus sites

recommended by the local advisory committee, though

specific sites have not been selected in all cases

pending the approval or disapproval of a $7.3 million

bond issue placed before the voters of Virginia in

November, 1966 to finance the acquisition of land and

construction of buildings. One of the areas approved

for a campus of the Northern Virginia Community College

system is the "Dulles-area," and since Reston will be

the center for population growth in the Dulles area-

Dulles Airport is four miles from Reston - it is likely

that the campus will be located on the site in Reston

already designated in the master plan of Reston for

a post-graduate facility.






The two-year community college will, under the

provisions of the law, offer an Associate Arts degree.

The system is intended to be comprehensive, and include

studies in the liberal arts, business, science,

technology, and the performing arts. There is some

thought that each of the five campuses in Northern

Virginia should emphasize a particular field of learning,

but this remains to be worked out. The State Board will

subsidize operating costs of the college system, once

the land has been acquired and the facilities erected.

To the cost of the latter, the counties must contribute

on a matching basis. Fairfax County is prepared to do

this.

Having a campus of this system in Reston within

the next two or three years can be a major impetus to

the proper development of Reston and in addition to

being a good in itself, further the broader and

longer-range goals of Reston.

The community college will no doubt be the major

foundation on which a program of higher education is

built in Reston. It will not, however, be the only

starting point. The Reston Music Center, Inc., a

private corporation to which Reston Va., Inc. has

donated land, will open a summer music camp in Reston






in 1967 which will, it is believed, evolve into a

permanent, year-round educational institution. The

Day Care Center, opening in 1967, will be a training

and teaching facility as well as an operational one.

Georgetown University has expressed an interest

in an affiliation with the Reston Health Center that

will include teaching and education. There may very

well be others by the time the community college opens

its doors.

Meanwhile, even at this very early stage of

Reston's development, various universities in the

area have indicated their willingness to offer education

courses at Reston as the demand arises, and those

given to date or now planned include:

-	 University of Virginia Seminar, offering Social

and Community Development

-	 Community College, to offer an art course in

the near future

-	 Virginia Polytechnic Institute will shortly

have a program of varied courses

There are many programs sponsored by various

agencies of the Federal Government - the Office of

Education, of course; Labor, Agriculture, Interior,






and other departments - which can prove to be pertinent

to developing a comprehensive program for higher

education in Reston. These, and many other agencies

both public and private, the new corporations such

as General Learning, Inc., for example, may have a

role to play. Just what Reston's needs will be, or how

specifically to meet these needs it is too early to

say. Reston's philosophy of education is, however,

taking shape, and a very good beginning is being

made in translating that philosophy into living

institutions.


