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A city square and city houses
smack in the middle of Fairfax

County's hunt country-an un-

expected scene that is neither

city nor country, nor suburbia as
it is generally known. It's the
first village of an experimental
community called Reston, fi-
nanced by Simon Enterprises and

planned by Whittlesey & Conk-
lin, both of New York City.

Looking over one end of the lake,
nearest the highway, will be a broadly
paved plaza, bordered by shops and
houses intermixed in the European
manner. A highrise apartment build-
ing will tower 1 2 stories over the sail-
boats and the crowds of people.

Up the lake, blocks of five or six

adjoining brick -town- houses will be
set along the water's edge and into
the valleys slope, forming two irregu-
lar clusters divided by a draw.

Further towards the airport, another
90 townhouses will cluster around
three paved terraces leveled into the
hillside. In the plan, oaks and pop-
lars sprout out of the pavement.
Six More Villages Planned

Starling with a population of 1,000,
the first village should expand to
12,000 by 1980. By that time, if all

goes according to plan, there will be
six more such villages (not all with
their own lake) housing a total of
75,000 people.

Restons site, lying 18 miles west of
Washington, D.C., covers 101/2 square
miles of land. It is a big undertaking,
but its size is not unique. El Dorado
Hills, a planned community opened
last August outside of Sacramento,
aims to house a population of 75,000
on a site 3,000 acres larger than
Reston.
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Reston, more than almost any other new
town, comes closest to being a self-
contained city

It provides a wide variety of housing
types, recreation and community facili-
ties, and a large (900 acre) area for in-

dustry and government use. Reston fits
the metropolitan Washington "Year 2000
Plan" for a self-contained city amid open
land.

Developer Robert E. Simon Jr., son of
a realty tycoon,hired Harland Bartholo-
mew & Associates for the master plan
and Whittlesy & Conklin to refine the
detailed plans for seven villages locked

together with parks, lakes, village and
town centers, and two industrial areas.
The over-all plan for the 6,700 acres is

explained in the accompanying legend.
Some amenities and new ideas offered:

A wide mix of housing types: 4,000

single-family houses, 17,000 townhouses,
and 3,000 rental units in low-, medium-,
and high-rise buildings. Prices and ren-
tals will range widely.
Sinew planning for high-density hous-

ing: These units string out through Res-
ton, giving apartment dwellers close
access to and views of open land.
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Mr. WILLIAMS of New Jersey.

Mr. President, in the last 10 years that

we have been trying to patch up past

mistakes and reshape the centers of

19th century cities to meet 20th cen-

tury needs, we have put more than

half as much new and unspoiled land

to urban use as we did in all the

previous years in the history of our

country.

This is the suburban explosion we

have heard so much about, which

has provided us with unparalleled

opportunities to avoid the mistakes

of the old cities and create a gen-

uinely new and better environment

for the American people.

I think it is fair to say that we

have not quite measured up to the

opportunity.

Those who have wondered wheth-

er there is not a better way, a new

approach to suburban development

will, I am sure, be interested to know

of the exciting and imaginative effort

that is being suggested for a devel-

opment here in the Washington area.

The new approach, which seeks to

break the pattern of the old stereo-

typed suburb in favor of a new

residential planned community, is

exemplified by the projected Reston

development in Fairfax County, Va.

Reston, a 6,750-acre community,

eventually will house 75,000 per-

sons, of which about one-sixth will

be employed within the community,

thus lessening the need for transpor-
tation facilities. Sites for a Govern-

ment installation, and commercial,

medical and educational facilities

are included in the plan.

SPEECH OF HON. HARRISON A.
WILLIAMS, JR., OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED
STATES, Wednesday, July 25,
1962
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Here in a sprawling old frame
house that belongs to another
age, pioneers of a radical concept
of urban development are guid-
ing the birth of a strange city un-
like any Virginia - and possibly
the nation - has ever seen.

Unlike conventional cities that
have developed gradually and
haphazardly through the years,
Reston will be planned from the
turning of the first sod to the
hammering of the last nail. Not
only will the planning affect the
city's physical characteristics, it
also will embrace Reston's social,
cultural and recreational needs.

Sometime late this summer the
city will begin to rise from Fair-
fax county's tree-studded knolls,
over which, in the misty past,
Lord Fairfax and his hunting
companions galloped in pursuit
of (leer.
When it is completed 15 short

years hence, the new city-to
he called Reston - will be larger
than Lynchhurg and Hopewell
combined. And by then Reston
may have become the archetype
of the urban city of the future.
Interested planners throughout
time nation are following itsdevel-opment.
And, unlike many monotonous

suburban communities that
sprawl over vast, treeless stretch-
es, Reston - its planners say -
will he a lively community of
warmth and diversity.
No bulldozers will rumble over

the site of Reston, scarring its
earth and felling its trees. In
building their city, Reston's plan-
ners intend to follow the natural
contours of the land and to
preserve as many of large native
trees as they can. By making
Reston the most modern of ci-
ties, they don't intend to destroy
the rustic softness of the country-
side.

Each village will have its own
recreation facility, such as a lake,
a golf course, or a riding stable.
But the facilities of one village
will be open to the residents of
the others.

	PERSONS WHO LIKE TO
RIDE, for example, might be at-
tracted to		 "horse vil-
lage," which would have a com-
munity stable with a tackroom
and clubroom. In the shopping
center of this village there would
be hitching posts, and Reston's
planners say the "youngsters can
ride to town and do the shopping
for mother."
Most recreation facilities would

be within walking distance of
every house or apartment. Res-
ton plans two 18-hole golf
courses, three nine-hole courses,
more than 100 acres in lakes,
and several tennis courts.
Ed Grirnsley
Richmond Times-Dispatch,
June 23, 1963
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With a population increase
from 98,000 in 1950 to
320,000 today, Fairfax is
the fastest growing county
in the U. S. north of
Florida and east of the
Mississippi.
While providing outstanding
public services to an ever
increasing population,
Fairfax has maintained the
lowest effective tax rate
in the Washington Metro-
politan Area.
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DESIGN
Consultant Seymour Evans is planning
the lighting for the entire town, much

as he would in a more usual project
for an entire building. 'We are lighting
for people," says Evans, who holds this

thought like a torch. And what he is

striving for is a subdued quality of light

which emphasizes natural surroundings

and complements the architecture. In

Evans' plan buildings become lighting
fixtures. ("The building and its inte-

riors should appear to be giving light
rather than merely be lighted.") "Light-

ing should dramatize structure," says
Evans, "It should include shadows and

surprise."

Edward Carpenter,
Industrial Design
March '64
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The development and sociologi-
cal structure of the planned
community of Reston, to be built
on some 6,750 acres of western
Fairfax County farmland, will be
the subject of a three-year study
by the Washington Center for
metropolitan Studies.
The Ford Foundation has ap-

proved a request from Center
director Frederick Guntheim for
a grant of $18,000 to study this
significant development in subur-
ban land use planning.

Reston is being developed by
the Palindrome Corp., owned by
New York entrepreneur Robert
E. Simon. Buildings are to be
clustered in seven villages and a
"town center" with large areas
of open space for recreation and
scenic enjoyment left nearby.
The Foundation grant provides

funds for a three-man team to
document the history of the proj-
ect and the steps in the planning
decisions by the developer and
County officials and to evaluate
the extent to which the plans are
realized and their effect on the
living patterns of the residents.

Washington Post, 1/21/63

fairfaxcountysunecho
Reston - Fairfax County's satellite
city - will provide space and facili-
ties for enterprises capable of em-
ploying 35,000 men and women, ac-
cording to Robert E. Simon Jr., presi-
dent of Simon Enterprises Inc., and
the developer and builder of the
unique corridor city.
The centers for industry and gov-

ernment of Reston comprise an in-
tegral part of the master plan for the
residential community which is de-
signed to accommodate 24,000
households.

The plan to include both resi-
dential and industrial development
was made in the belief that working
and residing in the same community
makes for better living,' Mr. Simon
observes.

It can both cut down on the waste
time of commuting and make it pos-
sible for heads of households and
families who want to participate in
community activities to do so in one
rather than two communities."

Planning of the Center is based
upon the same concepts governing
the planning of the residential sec-
tions-that many of industry's needs
can be foreseen and that fine archi-
tecture, well organized and land-
scaped buildings and carefully se-
lected industrial facilities will mean
greater profit to owners, managers,
and better and more economical
working and living conditions for
employes and residents.

TWO INDUSTRY AREAS

Reston's Center for Industry is
divided into two areas - one to be
known as the Western Industrial Area
adjacent to the Town Center, the
other nearer the eastern entrance to
the community.

The largest sites for industrial de-
velopment will be located in the
western area. Here sites ranging
from three to 30 acres will be avail-
able. They will accommodate facili-
ties requiring from 20,000 to 100,000
square feet.

These facilities will be for rent or
lease-back after construction, or they
can be built by private owners, ac-
cording to provisions of the Reston
master plan.
The Eastern Industrial Area of Res-

ton, abutting the golf course which
already has been completed, will in-
clude a 370,000 square foot group
facilities complex (see architects
rendering on this page) with rental
units for small organizations requir-
ing from 5,000 to 15,000 square feet
of space.
COMPLEX BEING BUILT

This Group Facilities Complex has
been designed and now is under
construction. It is intended, Mr.
Simon and his associates point out,
to accommodate organizations seek-
ing industrial facilities which are
flexible in size and in distribution of
space between office and work area.
Such facilities, it is planned, will be
made available on a short term basis
to firms with rapid growth projec-
tions, making possible swift and eco-
nomical expansion.

Special care has been taken also
in the complex to relate office to
laboratory or research development
space.

Each of Reston's two industrial
areas will contain a servicing com-
pound which will include a bus ter-
minal, heliport, automotive service
center, industrial drive-in bank, med-
ical facilities, secretarial services,
meeting rooms, facilities for blue-
printing and photostating, a station-
ers' store and a cafeteria-restaurant.

Near the dining facilities will be
recreational facilities designed espe-
cially for use during the lunch hour.

Transportation arrangements for
both industrial centers will be excel-
lent, according to the planners- a
railroad siding location (Washington
& Old Dominion) or a site abutting
the Dulles Airport Access Route
(17,400 feet of frontage on this
highway are available).
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But Reston's plan is unusual in:

The predominance of apartments
and town houses over single family
units.

The arrangement of these buildings
in space-saving 'clusters" rather than

blocks, both measures making for a

high ratio of open countryside to

private yards.

The division of the project into

seven "villages" in an effort to create

suburban communities with the stabil-

ity and community spirit of small

towns.

The diversity of housing types with-

in each village, intended to make for

a diversity of people such as one

finds in a small town.

About one seventh of Reston's

75,000 inhabitants will be living in

single family houses on lots of one-

quarter acre or more. Over half will
be living in apartments, and the re-

mainder in multi-storied townhouses
with strips of lawn in front and private
patios behind. Reston 's concentration

of population into compact areas of

high and medium density dwellings
reduces the need for pipelines and

power lines, as well as roads.

The Need For Industry

The Washington area is the fastest

growing urban area in the country:
and within it, Fairfax is the fastest

growing county. In the next 17 years,
the county's population is expected
to increase by about 360,000 or 120

per cent. It is of great importance to

the county that this increase be ac-

companied by an influx of industry.

Reston planners have reserved 914

acres, or 14 per cent, of the site for

light industry, (presumably of the aero-

space variety, burgeoning around

Washington) and a government instal-

lation. These, if they move in, should

provide work for about 16 per cent of

Reston's residents, as well as boost

the county's tax base. The planners
of El Dorado Hills have also set aside

an "industrial park."

Reston offers more complete and

convenient facilities for outdoor rec-

reation than one usually finds in sub-

urbia. The land saved by medium and

high density housing is pooled into

residential parks, large open com-

mons, five golf courses, two lakes

(totaling 83 acres), riding paths, arch-

ery 'ranges, and tennis courts. The

total land area devoted to outdoor
recreation will amount to about 1,400
acres.

Joseph 0. Mayer
The National Observer,

Monday, March 4, 1963

Ada Louise Huxtable
The New York Times,
February 17, 1964
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Restrictions barring bad siting of
houses: Families or speculative builders

buying lots must build within circles
marked on each platted lot-to assure
houses will not be lined up in rows or

awkwardly sited in relation to each other.

Great variety in recreation facilities:

Two 18-hole golf courses (one ready for

play next June) and three 9-hole courses;
two large lakes- five miles of bridle paths;
large stables and indoor and outdoor rid-

ing rings; camping and gardening sites;
tennis club and swimming clubs in all

villages; community houses and art gal-
leries (Reston will initially subsidize com-

munity groups). Parks will cover more
than 500 acres with exciting facilities
near all group housing.

by next December it should actually
be completed as shown here -the first
of seven villages that will eventually make

up the 75,000 population city of Reston,

Va., on the highway between Washington,
D. C. and Dulles International Airport. (In
fact, this first village of town houses and

apartments designed by three top-name
architects -.- Chloethiel W. Smith, Charles
M. Goodman & Associates and Whittlesey
& Conklin -is being built in toto as 2

$15 million showcase just to convince the

skeptical that Reston is as real as it is

visionary.)

Robert W. Murray Jr.
House & Home, Feb. '64


