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MASTER PLANS FOR RESTON, VA., SUBMITTED





TO FAIRFAX COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION





Fairfax, Va., March 15 --	 major step in the development of Reston,
Virginia was taken tonight when the Revised Master Plan for the 10 square
mile community was submitted to the Fairfax County Planning Commission.
Preliminary plans for Reston had been presented to the Planning Commission
and to the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors last September. Since that
tirre work has gone forward in collaboration with the County Planning Staff
to revise and refine the preliminary studies so as to show the various land
uses and residential densities, the location of schools, recreational facilities,
major roads and utilities.

Two features of the revision were of special not,. In the preliminary
plan each neighborhood designed for 5, CCC residents had its own shopping
and social center. The revised plan provides for 7 villages of 10, DCC persons
each. Each village has 2 elerentary schools but only one commercial and
social center. This change will make possible better shopping facilities and
improved community services.

The second feature of the change is the pattern of housing within the
town plan. The preliminary proposal was for a classic concentric form with
the major commercial district in the center surrounded by the higher densi-
ties, with lower density areas surrounding this core in a broad belt.





The revised plan embraces a new concept; the higher densities are
not now concentrated at the center of the town but are distributed throughout
the whole pattern. The higher density areas consisting mostly of town houses
and community facilities now follow the topography in long winding sinews
dotted with occasional high rise apartment buildings. The important result of
this change is to make parks and recreational facilities more accessable to
all residents of Reston and to give significant form and character to the lower
density areas.

Each of the 7 villages will have its own special character determined
by its site. Some of the villages will be lake centered villages, and some
will have their centers located on hill tops. One will have at its center a
SC acre sports ground.
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Construction is planned to begin on a 6CC acre tract on Route 606 and
this first village will be located on a new lake. This lake will be created by
the construction of a dam, plans for which are being developed in collaboration
with the Northern Virginia Soil Conservation District. The first village will
also include an 13 hole golf course.

The Master Plan, as now presented to the Planning Commission,
includes overall utility plans, maps and schedules for storm sewers, sanitary
sewers and water supply.

In addition to the presentation of the Master Plan, the following report
was made on community facilities:

1.	 Plans for a regional library in the Reston Town Cnter are
being tied in with the proposal of the Fairfax County Public
Library Board to establish a branch to serve the northern reaches
of the County.

2.	 Adjacent to the Town Center, land has been reserved for an
inclusive medical center. Planning for these facilities is being
discussed with the Hospital and Health Center Commission of
Fairfax County. These will include a voluntary hospital, a
medical and professional building and possibly a nurses training
center.





3.	 Plans for elementary schools, including kindergartens, and inter-
mediate and high schools are being worked out with the Superin-
tendent of Schools and the Planning Staff of Fairfax County.

4. The planning for places of worship in Renston is being worked out
with the representatives of the National Council of Churches and
with the Richmond Diocese. Over 35 churches will he required
in Reston.

5.	 In cooperation with the Health and Welfare Council of Fairfax
County, advance planning is being undertaken to provide physical
facilities which will permit social organization and cultural and
educational programs.

6.	 The County standards for outdoor recreational facilities and
equipment are being studied with the appropriate officials. Plans
[or outdoor recreation include tennis courts, riding stables,
swimming pools, and playing fields in each community. As each
neighborhood acquires residents, initial facilities will be ready,
and additional equipment will be built on demand.
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Reston is 18 miles from downtown Washington and 3 miles from the
new Washington International Airport. The new high speed highway linking
Washington with the airport passes through the center of the property. The
6, 750 acre community planned for the property will have a total estimated
population of about 15, 000. people. This population projection for 1930 takes
into consideration a total county-wide population gain of about 429, 000 for
the next 20 years. By 1970 Reston's estimated population will be 30, 000.





Reston will house its residential population on about 5, 5CC acres with
a total of 1,150 acres of land reserved for employment areas. Thus a large
portion of the residents will have the opportunity for employment without
commuting. About 80% of the residential land will be developed with single
family detached houses and about 20% will have town houses or other forms
of multiple and attached housing. Rston is thus a unique combination of
both rural and urban characteristics.





The revised Master Plan for Reston was submitted to the County
Planning Commission on behalf of Robert E. Simon, Jr. , developer of
Reston. The plan was presented by his attorneys Armistead Boothe, Virginia
State Snator, Lytton Gibson of Falls Church, Virginia and Ed Pritchard of
Fairfax, Virginia and by William J. Conklin of Whittlesey & Conklin, Nw
York planners and architects for Rdston. Glenn W. Saunders, Project Engineer
for Reston, described utility planning and Carol Lubin described the community
facilities plans that have taken place.





In their report, the planners said that the creation of self-contained,
balanced new town as advocated by county and regional planning bodies,
represents an attempt to ''provide a better structure for the life of the
whole region." By concentrating population growth in planned communities,
the usual waste of irreplaceable open land by suburban sprawl is avoided.
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