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One of the more uncomfortable truths about digital humanities—indeed,
likely one of the reasons for resistance to digital humanities among
traditional scholars—is that design matters. Those of us who have chosen
the life of the mind like to think that ideas and insights will find an
audience and make an impact regardless of such superficial things as the
vehicle those ideas and insights are communicated through. Design also
smacks of marketing, which most professors consider unseemly.

But good design!t] for a website, service, or tool means, as Roy
Rosenzweig and I put it in Digital History!2/, that your resource will be
useful and used. Useful because your resource will be structured in such
a way that a user will be able to fully explore and learn from it; used
because the user will be drawn into the resource and highlight its
existence to others.

Case in point: Here is the website of the Ringwood (New Jersey) Public
Library(3l:
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A not atypical website for a local public library. And here is the
Ringwood Public Library’s site about the history of Upper Ringwood[4l:
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The latter is powered by Omekal5l. Which of these would you rather
spend time with?

This entry was posted on Wednesday, November 12th, 2008 at 4:12 pm
and is filed under Omekal®l, Web Design!7]. You can follow any responses
to this entry through the RSS 2.0!8! feed. You can leave a responsel9l, or
trackback(*°] from your own site.

References

1. " good design (chnm.gmu.edu)
" Digital History (chnm.gmu.edu)
" the website of the Ringwood (New Jersey) Public Library

http://www.dancohen.org/2008/11/12/design-matters/

1/4/11 3:57 PM

Page 2 of 3


http://upperringwood.org/
http://www.dancohen.org/2008/11/12/design-matters/#readabilityFootnoteLink-4
http://omeka.org/
http://www.dancohen.org/2008/11/12/design-matters/#readabilityFootnoteLink-5
http://www.dancohen.org/category/omeka/
http://www.dancohen.org/2008/11/12/design-matters/#readabilityFootnoteLink-6
http://www.dancohen.org/category/web-design/
http://www.dancohen.org/2008/11/12/design-matters/#readabilityFootnoteLink-7
http://www.dancohen.org/2008/11/12/design-matters/feed/
http://www.dancohen.org/2008/11/12/design-matters/#readabilityFootnoteLink-8
http://www.dancohen.org/2008/11/12/design-matters/#respond
http://www.dancohen.org/2008/11/12/design-matters/#readabilityFootnoteLink-9
http://www.dancohen.org/2008/11/12/design-matters/trackback/
http://www.dancohen.org/2008/11/12/design-matters/#readabilityFootnoteLink-10
http://www.dancohen.org/2008/11/12/design-matters/#readabilityLink-1
http://chnm.gmu.edu/digitalhistory/designing/
http://www.dancohen.org/2008/11/12/design-matters/#readabilityLink-2
http://chnm.gmu.edu/digitalhistory/
http://www.dancohen.org/2008/11/12/design-matters/#readabilityLink-3
http://www.ringwoodlibrary.org/

Dan Cohen’s Digital Humanities Blog » Blog Archive » Design Matters

(www.ringwoodlibrary.org)
4. " the Ringwood Public Library’s site about the history of Upper
Ringwood (upperringwood.org)
" Omeka (omeka.org)
" View all posts in Omeka (www.dancohen.org)
" View all posts in Web Design (www.dancohen.org)

N

. = RSS 2.0 (www.dancohen.org)

© ® N o

. "leave a response (www.dancohen.org)

10. " trackback (www.dancohen.org)

Excerpted from Dan Cohen’s Digital Humanities Blog » Blog Archive » Design Matters

http://www.dancohen.org/2008/11/12/design-matters/

READABILITY — An Arcgo Laboratory Experiment

http://lab.arcgo.com/experiments/readability
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