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Creative practice is driven by input, but typically solely defined by the result-
ing output. A collapse of these categories facilitates new methods of creating 
and provides alternative routes for the acquisition of knowledge. Verbal/Visu-
al 2016  presents both sides of this binary as one.  Examples of the research 
and artwork of four MFA students graduating from Mason's School of Art in 
Spring 2016 are on view as correspondent parts of a whole.

Artists in the exhibit explore the boundaries of a variety of disciplines, search-
ing for places these boundaries can be pushed and repositioned. They 
combine traditional methods of research with lived experiences as research 
and art practice. These collected experiences and information serve simul-
taneously as their creative work and to inspire other manifestations of their 
work. The result is a curated collection of the knowledge of others, the artists' 
embodied knowledge and the visual resources they produce that can be read 
and experienced as texts in their own right.

Sarah Irvin

Curator’s Statement

Artists

Ben Ashworth
Sarah Zuckerman Dolan

Sarah Irvin
Patrick Sargeant

Cover Image: Ben Ashworth, Finding A Line, John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts, Photo credit: Amanda Voisard
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Ben Ashworth

We are all moving through physical space together and making up our lives as we go. Skate-
boarding visually represents this idea—because it allows us to witness an individual flowing 
through cities, streets, and pools and reacting to them in an improvisational manner. It is this 
creative process of finding a line that lies at the heart of what I do.

Beyond the path of the individual, as he or she finds a line, I am interested in the way different 
artists influence and affect each other as they seek their own path. If we create a space where 
a community of many different disciplines can converge, we can all bring new ideas into form 
together. This becomes even more interesting when the general community surrounding the 
space is invited to participate. This collective of artists and community working, interacting, and 
improvising together creates a powerful creative environment where we all evolve.

-Ben Ashworth

Image Left: Ben Ashworth, Finding A Line rendering

Image Above: Ben Ashworth, Finding A LIne in progress 

Selected Books:

Skateboarding, Space and the City by Iain Borden

Flow: The Psychology of Optimal Experience by Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi

Leaves of Grass by Walt Witman
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Image: Ben Ashworth, Finding A Line, John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, 
Photo credit: Amanda Voisard
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Image: Steve Caballero, Finding A Line, John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, Photo 
Credit: John Falls

Image: Ben Ashworth and Jason Moran, Finding A Line, John F. Kennedy Center for the Per-
forming Arts, Photo Credit: John Falls
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Sarah Zuckerman Dolan
The word fathom is derived from a word meaning “to embrace.” This comes from the move-
ment that created the measurement. One would bring their arms together, as if to embrace 
someone who is not there and them pull them back apart to measure the length of a fathom. 
Thinking about the measurement in this way then changes it from something that measures a 
depth or a distance to something that measures the embrace of something that is not there, a 
reach around the invisible and to the invisible.

These works are part of a larger installation titled “Ritual of Tides”. These pieces indicate some-
thing that may be found beyond the sixth fathom, where everything is lost. They are things that 
are gone, covered in time by the mysteries that reside in the depths of the ocean. They are at 
the same time visible and invisible, beautiful and haunting. These create a place where the lost 
grew out of or decay back into, or both.

-Sarah Zuckerman Dolan

Image Above: Sarah Zuckerman Dolan, Ritual Of Tides, Copper and flax paper

Image Right: Sarah Zuckerman Dolan, Ritual Of Tides detail, Copper and flax paper

Selected Books:

Thirty-Five Years at Crown Point Press by Ruth Fine, Karin Bruer, and 
Steven A Nash

The Sculpture Ruth Asawa by Karl J. Karlstorn

Eva Hesse by Elisabeth Sussman
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Sarah Irvin

To make the work in this series, I coated large sheets of paper with cyanotype chemicals and 
placed them in the sun for 10-15 minute exposures. I then attempted to convince my one-year-
old daughter to stay with me on the surface of the paper for the length of the exposure. The white 
areas of the paper were created where our bodies and the toys I used to entertain her blocked 
out the UV rays. The blue areas are where the chemicals were exposed to the sun. These works 
are a record of negotiation within a parent/child relationship. Making the works causes me to 
consider and reconsider the boundaries, rules and requirements I place on my daughter.

-Sarah Irvin

Image Left: Sarah Irvin, Compliance, Cyanotype

Image Above: Installation View, Sarah Zuckerman Dolan, Ritual Of Tides, Copper and flax paper and Sarah Irvin, 
Compliance, Cyanotype

Selected Books:

The Reproduction of Mothering by Nancy Chodorow

Of Woman Born by Adrienne Rich

The Mother Knot by Jane Lazarre
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Patrick Sargeant

Selected Books:

Landscapes of Memory and Experience Edited by Jan Birksted

Worn Stories by Emily Spivek

Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes by Robert M. Emerson, Rachel I. Fretz and Linda L. Shaw

Image Above: Patrick Sargeant, Untitled, Paper handmade by the Artist out of repurposed hospital scrubs

Image Right: Installation View, Verbal/Visual 2106
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A SPACE FOR INQUIRY

George Mason University Libraries provides a hybrid, 
walk-through exhibition space in Fenwick Library to 
enhance and enrich teaching, learning and culture at 
the University. This space highlights Mason Libraries’ 
resources together with original visual and multi-media 
work.

Exhibit themes emphasize facets of the Libraries’ 
collections, research interests of Mason faculty, stu-
dents and staff, Mason’s curriculum and local cultural 
initiatives. Fenwick Gallery is dedicated to exhibiting 
high quality works by students, faculty, staff and other 
emerging and experienced artists that highlight as-
pects of the Libraries’ collections.

For more information, visit: fenwickgallery.gmu.edu 

OUR GOALS

•	 Promote the Libraries’ collections and encourage 
scholarly and cultural inquiry at George Mason 
University

•	 Focus on research and scholarship at/of George 
Mason University

•	 Collaborate and engage with relevant Mason facul-
ty to incorporate and/or embed gallery exhibitions 
into course instruction

•	 Stimulate intellectual and creative reflection 
through visual and multi-media exhibitions, dis-
cussions, etc.

•	 Promote the Libraries’ academic and cultural mission

•	 Support the Libraries’ development program and 
goals


