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INTRODUCTION.

In selecting and arranging this collection of “ Street Papers” for publication. every care has been taken to print them
verbatim ot Giteratio.  They all bear the printer’s name and address were such is used, and, in many eases, the wood-cuts have
either been borrowed or purchased for the purpose of presenting them in their original style. The real ohject being to show, in
the most genuine state, the character and quality of the productions written expressly for the amusement of the lower orders by
street-nuthors.  The general instruetion given to onr printer has been to * set up word for word from copy, with the exeeption of
jnrnad lotyeas (sic) and those of a WrOng FONT (1)"—it being thought quite unnec ry to repeat these coneenient and at that
time eompulsory * Krrors of the Press.” and which were very common in former days with the printers and publishers of street
and public-house literature ; arising alike from a want of skill in the art, a deficiency of eapital, and the hurried manner in which
they were prepared and worked off to meet the momentary demand.

Old “Jemmy™ Catnach—whose name is ever associated with the literature of our streets—was a2 man who hated © innowa-
Ul improvements, and had a great horror of buying type, hecause, as he used to observe, he keptno standing
uin sorts run short, he was not particular, and would tell the boys to nse anything which would make a
good shift.  For instance, he never considered a compositor could be aground for a lowerease 1 while he had a ficure of 1 or a HINS
I to fall back upon : by the snme rule, the eap. O and figure 0 were synonymous with ** Jemmy ;" the lower-case p, b, d, and q.
would all do duty for each other in fwrn, and if they could not always find roman letters to finish a word with, why the com-
positor knew very well that the “reader’ would not mark out ital/

At the time Catnach commenced busine # Johnuny™ Pitt
Btreet, was the ¢ owledged and established iter of Street-Literature for the “ Di
i wd, a pow ivalry Wl vindictive mey soon arose between these “two of a trade”—most
L01d Mother” Pitts, who is deseribed a coarse and vulgar-minded personage, and as having ovi
of a bumboeat woman at Portsmouth : vowed e ance against the young fellow in the court for da
business, and also spoke of him as young ** Catsnateh, athlock,” “ Cut-throat,” and many other opprobriou
given to the new com Pitts" staft of * bards” were duly cautioned of the consequences which would iney
they dare to write a line for Catnach—the new ecove in the court.  The injunetion was for a time obeyed. but the “ Seven Bards of
the Dials™ soon found it not only convenient, but also more profitable to sell copies of their effusions to both sides at the same
time, and by keeping their own couneil they avoided deteetion, as each printer acensed the other of buying an early sold copy.
and then reprinting it off with the ntmost speed. and which was in reality often the case, as “ Both Houses™ had an emissary on
the constant look-out for any new produection suitable for street-sale.  Now, although this style of © Double dealing® and compe-
tition tended much to lessen the cost price to the “ middle-man,” or vendor, the public in this ease did not any of the
reduction, asa penny broadside was still a penny. and a quarter sheet still a halfpenny to them, the © street-patterer” obtaining
the whole of the rednetion as extra profit.

The feud existing between these rival publishers, who have been somewhat aptly designated as the Colburn and Bentley of
the “paper” trade, never abated, hut, on the contrary, mereased in :h‘t"lmun_\' of temper until at last not being content to vilify
each other hy words alone, they resorted to printing off virulent Jampoons, in which Catnach never failed to let the world know
that “*Old Mother Pitts” had been formerly a humboat woman, while the Pitts announced that—

* All the bovs and g

tions” as he used to
formes, and when certs

reat St. Andrew
1s may be eagily
-']H'f‘l":t”_\' on the ‘t of
inally followed the trade
ing to set up in their
terms heing freely
Lily follow should

of the Toy !|||[ Marble Warehouse, Na. 6. (
Is™ distriet ; thervefore,

rivls around, He hangs out in Moumouth Court,

Who go out prigging P ind phials, And wears a pair of blue-black bree s
Know Je ammy Cotanatel well, Where all the * Polly Cox's erew” do res
Who lives in a back slum in the Dials, To chop their swag for badly printed Dying Speeches.

At length Catnach, from the possession of greater capital and busziness acumen, became—to use the words of our informant

“the Cock of the Walk,” and continued so until his retirement in 1839. In his Will—or LAst DYING SPEECH—which wi
proved April, 1842, “ James Catnach, of Daneer's Hill, South Mimms, in the county of Middlesex, gentleman, formerly of Mon-
mouth Court, Monmouth Street, printer, bequeathed the whole of his estate to his sister Anne, the widow of Joseph Ryle, in trust,
neverthel for her daughter, Marion Martha Ryle, until she obtain the age of twenty-one years. Witnesses—Willinm Kinsey,
13, Suffolk 8t., Pall Mall, Selr. Wm. Tookey his elerk.”
The present street literature printers and publishers are Mr. W, 8, Fortev (( ‘atnach’s successor), of 2 and 3, Monmouth
Seven Dials,  Mr. Henry Disley (formerly with Catnach), 57, High ‘\Imr St. Giles’s, My, Taylor, Brick Lane, Spitalfie ].{
Union Str:et, Borough : and Mr. J. Harknesg, 121, Church Street, Preston. From whose * establishments™
upwards of two thousand street “ papers” and “ ballads” have been obtained, and from which—together with a private collection
—we have made our selection to form “ THE CURIOSITIES OF STREET LITERATURE."

With such a vast amount of “ material™ to hand, it is somewhat difficult to know which to retain and which to reject. It
being utte 1I\ 'mpum‘ le to reproduce the whole, the only thing to be done is to make the attempt to divide them into somn
i We have, therefore, arranged our collection into four divisions, which may be briefly alluded to -1. % Coc

PCATCHPENNIFS.” 1L ROYALTY AND PoLiTIcAL. III. BALLADS ON A SumBsicr. IV, DYING SPEECH AND C(ONFE
} APERS.
During the progress of our * Colleetion ™ through the pres
\Iu]u.m a street author, and who may be said to be the oldest of h
he observed during our conversation. He iz now upwards of 70 ve

Clourt

Mr. H. Such, 177.

we had, by a special appointment, an interview with Mr. John
s peeuliar elass.  “ I'm the last one left of our old erew, Sir"”
rs of age, and formerly wrote for “Old Jemmy " Catnach,

* Pitig, o molern publisher of love garlands, merriments, penny balluds,—
** Who, ere he went to heave
Domieciled in Dials Seven

»
—G. DANIEL'S ** Democritng in London.”




ii.

with whose pergonal history he is well acquainted, and still continues to write for the ¥ Seven Dials Press.” A street ballad from
his pen will be found at page 103 of our work, In allusion to Mr. John Morgan, the writer of an article on “ Street Ballads™ in
the National Review for October, 1861, makes the following remarks :—

“This ballad—* Little Lord John out of Serviee’ —is one of the few which bear a signature. It is signed ‘John Morgan?
in the copy which we pos For a ]l!]l"‘ time we believed this name fo be a mere non- r?s'-}n’mm : but the other d"l\’ when
making a small purchase in Monmouth Court, we were informed, in answer to a casnal question, that this is the real name of the

author of some of the in st comie ballads,  Our informant added, that he ig an elderly, we may =ay old, gentleman, living some-
\\]u-]’-- in Westminster ; but the « t whereabouts we eould not discover.  Mr, Morgan followed no 1u:1l‘1i':’n1n: vigible ealling =o
far as our informant !mv\\', except writing ballads, by whieh he could not earn much of a livelihood, as the price of an orginal
hallad, in these buying-cheap days, has been serewed down by publishers to somewhere about a shilling sterling.  Something
maore like bread-and-butter might be made perhaps by poets who were in the habit of singing their own ballads, as some of them
do, but not Mr, Morgan. Should thiz ever m the eve of that itleman (anot very probable event, we fear), we heg « to apolog
for the liberty we have taken in using the verses and name, and hope he will excuse us, having regard to the subject in w inu_h we
are his humble fellow-labourers.  We conld seareely avoid naming him, the fact heing that he is the only living author of street
ballads whose name we know. That self-denying mind. indifferent to worldly fame, which characterized the architeets of our
cathedrals and abbeys, would seem to have descended on our ballad-writers ; and we must be thankful, therefore. to e able to
.ml alm and hand down to posterity a name here and th such as William of Wykeham, and John Morgan. In answer to our
uiries in this matter, generally we have been told, *Oh. any body writes them™ and with that answer we have had to rest satis-

But in presence of that answer, we walk about the streets with a new senze of wonder, peering into the faces of those of

fellow-lieges who do not earry about with th the external evidence of overflowing exchequers, and saving to ourselves,
-That man may be a writer of ballads.” ™
wd to illustrations. a ballad-printer i
; and of applying them te his own purpo
re repeatedly employved over and over ag
&, or not, appropriate to the subject of the hal so long
in this colleetion, and we arve indebted to Mr. H. Disley and otl for the use of the game,

“The authorz and poets who give this pec uliar literature, alike in prose or thyme to the st
another connected with stre ayv in which a ative or a ‘copy of werses'
nsunlly thisi—The lTeading ms f whom vefer regularly to the evening
out-of-the-way ocenrrence, resort to-the printer and desire its publieation in a style proper for thy
very apeedily zchool—or ¢ jority of them—and the printer ng with the author. Sometime
prepare a piec treet-literature and sulumit it toa publisher, who, as 't'll_l asze of other publishers, ace
the production will or will not prove remunerative, Sometimes the sehool earry the manuseript with the
nndertake to Iy a certain quantity to insure publication. The payvme rui to the 'I\Jl]at-l is the same in all ¢
gometimes if the printer and publisher like the verses he “throws a penny or two over,”  And sometimes ,
al are ig the s over-sum.”  The “Dials” and its immediate neighbonrhood is the chief residence of these parties, as heing
st to the long-cstablished printer they have made it the “head meet’ of the fraternity,

* It must be borne in mind that the street-author iselos estricted in the quality of his effusions. Tt must he such as the

. a5 the chanters ean chant, the hallad singes ant—above all, such as the gtreet buyers will buy.'

We have recently met, near the Strand, the street balla ger of our youth, and, from whom we procured, © Wait for the
Turn of the Tide,” and * Call her back and Kiss Her,” and the following information—*¢ Oh, ves, I remember yvou, remember you
well; particularly when I see you down at Br ighton ; when you treated me to that hot rum and water : when I was so wet and
cold, at a little snug publie-house in ene of the streets that leads off the main street. I don't remember the name on it now. but
I remembers the rom and water well enough ; it waz good,  You said ii would be, and so it was, and no mistake. How old :
now ! Why How long have I been at it? Why, hard on {ifty years. [ was about nine or ten vear old—no, perhaps T m
vear old, when I eome to think on it. Yes, about 12 yvear old ; mv mother was a widow with five children, and
a boy in our street as used to go out singing ballads, and his mother said to my mother, * Why don’t you let your hoy
v out and sing ballads like my boy,” And T said I didn’t mind, and I did go oul, and I've been at it ever since, so
you see int far short of 50 year. HMow many do 1 s¢ll in a day! Well, not so many as I used to do, by a long way. I've
gold me four and five quires a-day. hut I don’t gell above two and three dozen a-day now., hat’s all the difference I\';Ill
dozens inst quires.  How do I live then? Why, you see I am now so well-known in different parts of London. that lots and
le comes up to me—Ilike you always do— nd says—* How do you de, old fellow ! I remember you when I was a boy,
and when I was a woman.” And s, “ 8o you are still selling songs, eh?”  Then they give me a few
coppers ; some more and some less than others, and says they don't want the song Some days—very often—I've had more
money giving me than Ive took for the ballads.  Yes, I have travelled all over England—all over it I think—but the North ‘s
the best—Manchester, Liverpeol, and them towns; but down Bath and Cheltenham way 1 was nearly starved. I was coming
back from that way. I now remember. when I met you. sir, at Brighton that time. I buy my ballads at various places—but now
mostly over the water, beeause I live there now and it's handie Mr. Such, the printer, in Union-strect in the Borough. Oh !
ves, some at Catnach’s— tways, it ain't Catnach’s now, it's Fortey’s. Yes, I remember ‘old Jemmy Catnach’ very well ; he
wa'n't a bad sort, as you say ; leastways, I've heard so, but I never had auything of him. 1 always paid for what I had, and did
not say much to him, or he to me—writing his life of him, are vou indeed ! No, I can’t give vou no more information ahout
him than that, because, as T said befors, I hought my goods as I wanted them, and paid for them, then away on my own account
amd business,  Well, he was a man -mul'lilm:__' like you—a little wider aeross the shoulders, perhaps, hut about such aman as you
are. [ did know a man as could have told you a lot about *old Jemmy,” but he's dead now ; he was one of his authors, that is,
he wrote =ome of the street-ballads for him, and very good onez thev uzed to be, that is, f lling,  Want some old ‘ Dying
h sehes’ and - Cocks,” do you indeed : well, I a'nt got anyv—I don’t often *work’ them thi _;l{iu;uui. [ have done so some
times, but 1T mostly keep to the old game—* Ballads on a Subject.’  You see them other things are no uze only 1!| et for the day,
then they are no use at all, so we don't keep them—I've often given them away. You'd give sixpence a piece for them, would
you, indeed, siv; then I wish I had some of them. Now I come to think of it T know a man that did have a lot of them hye
him, and I know he'd be glad to sell them. I don’t know where he lives, but T sometimes see him. Oh! yes, a letter would
find me. My name is Sqmuel Milnes, and 1 live at No. 81, Mint-street, that's in the Borough ; you kuow, Guager is the name at
the honze. Thank you, sir, I'm much obliged. Good day,

It will be seen that our street-ballads and “ papers” come down to the latest period, several being issued during the printing
of this collection ; in fact, any public affair seems of sufficient importance to write a ballad about. We have, therefore, placed
some blank leaves between each division, for the purpose of mounting other examples that may be from time to time published
by the printers of Street Literature,

[ buying up old wood-cuts which have heen engraved for any
alike their ¢ rudeness, and condition.  Most of those
s hroadsids seldom eare whether an ornnment of the kind
it is likely to attract attention. Many examples will he found

The prin

are all in some eapaeity or
prepared for the press is
vhen they hear of any
This is usually done
an author will volun 1
or declines, as he he
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‘selionls’—

BIE approy
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