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AT I - SCENE I

SETTING: The interior of & megro church in the deep south.

The church is very simple, as the congregation is

very poor. The walls are white washed, the con-

grngation.ait on benches. Swinging codl oil lanterns
ight the church. The pulpit is set disgonally

down left stage. The center aisle faces the

audience, and runs up and back to the entrance, UR.

There is a window set U.C. A wheezy harmonium is

off to one side of the pulpit. Special chairs of

the kitchen variety are on either side of the pulpit

for the Deacons and elders' of the church. The

pulpit consists of & platform, upon which is built

& nerrow rostrum which holds & time worn bible.

Above the pulpit, within reach of the Feastor, but

above his head, is a wooden cross. On the upstage

gide of the puipit is the "Amen corner", consisting

of a row of chairs for the more fervent members of

the congregation. It is twilight. As the action

of the scene progresses, it darkens into night. When

the scene opens the Pastor is seated at the beck of the:

pulpit, waiting for a song to be completed.

AT RISE: Before the curtain rises we hear a spiritual, rising,
~and felling. It begins low end rises to full &s curtain
rises, continuing for ebout & minute after curtein rises,

cont&ﬁn ' for sbout a minute after curtein is up. At
end of spiritual the pastor who hae been seated advances
to the front of the pulpit. :

Pastor

Membuhs~~ Dis is de bigges day in de celebrashun-- de bigges

day in de yeahl Harvest Home Sunday! Hits de day when de

membuhe bring paht of de bounteh you done earned wid de sweat -

of your brow, and de toil of your han's, and shares hit wid de

Pastorl De ﬁuok say "Give, an' ye ahali receive"! '
(Ofie of the members starts & song. It is taken up
by the rest.)

; De&acon
- (To woman with banner )

Who is you?
Woman

I'se fum 'DE GOLDEN SPRAY BURYIN* SOSIASHUN'.
, kan
(with high voice)
An shm fum de 'BENEVLIN ORDAH OF BLACK EBRETHERS3!
Woman _ |
Ne== Ahm fum de 'SISTUNHS OF DE TRUE VINE'.
Eddy :
Ah represents duh 'SCON3S CF @AHOVA',

Deacon
Whut has yuh got? /




ACT I SCENE I

All
(Together : :
We's bearin' de horn er plenty!

; Congregation
Amen-- FPralse de Lawdl

Deacon
Whose it for?v

lien and Women
Hits for de services of de Lawd Gawd of Jehova-- an duh Pastor!

Congregation
Praise Gawd.

Deacon
Den let em fetch it in to Gawd's Tempul to be blessedl
(A Ram's horn is blown. The congregation turns
toward the door. Four men come down the aisle of
the church carrying on their shoulders a rough
kitchen table. On the table is & crudely made
horn of plenty. Surrounding this, is every kind of faru
produce the country affords. Among the offerings is
& chicken in & coop. Topping all of this are large
sun flower stalks that nod and bob @as the men advance
down the aisle. The church is full of /imens and Hallulujals
People kiss one another, shake hands~-- etc. Somecne ‘
starts a song in which everyone joins. The song is
lively, almost the tempo of a march. During the
song the Pastor, concerned with the excellence of the
offering, impatiently peeps into them to see what he
has gotten. Toward the end of the song we see that
he has discovered that something is definitely wrong.
¥hen the song finishes he mounte the pulpit)

Pastor
Brethurs an' Sistuhs, befoh me ah sees & collecshun of yams
end cabbeges-- Ah sees turnups an' black eye peas-=-
I sees pumpkins an' apples. An' stickin' smak up in de middle
of all dis yearthly bounteh-- Ah sees sompum else===

Brother Trinkus
(Hopefully from congrngatiun)
Hit ein't det chicken is it Pastuh? Ah done raise dat
cockerel mahsef.

Trinkus' Wife 5
By han Pastuh, by han!

Pastor
(Annoyed at being interrupted)
Naw suh Brother Trinkus, hit 2in't one sqwinchy, croopin' tail
rooster, das causin' all dis cawnfushun up heah. Hits sompeum
else. Hits sompum dat won't be kivvered no mattuh how much
You pile on it-- No mattuh how far down you sticks it--
Ah sees 1t and Gawd sees it!

Congregation
Praise de Lawdl




ACT 1 BSCENE 1
FPastor
(Continuing)

Hits stickin' right up yere 'mongst all dis offerin' lak

it belonged in dies collection of yearthly bounteh-- Eut hit
don't. An whuts duh reason ah kin tell it so good? Kase
hits black, &nd hits ugleh! BElack, ugleh sin stickin up,
biﬁ eztal Mr. Hello, right chere nn de altah of de Lawd nf
Jehova

Congregation
Praise de Lawdl
Pastor
(Bhunderingly)

On de day when you members is supposed to loock into yo heahts
an' cas' out sin == whut is you doin? Makin' pacts wid de
Devil! Kase some jealous hahted sinner wants to show up big
befo 'is neighbors, he brings Sine-- black, ugleh sin into de
Church. 4Ah knows yuh ginnuh an' you can't sqwinch down no
hidin' place. You can run to de rocks to hide yoh face

de rocks dry out. Dey ain't no hidin' fum Gawd's eye afnnﬂh--
so you bettah git right.

Congregation
Oh Sinnuh redeem youse'f. Praise Gawd-- Jesus save him, etc.

Pastor

C ome out sinnuh, an' declar' yo ainl! Come out sinnéh an ask
Gawd tuh fogive you. 4Ah'm pintin' mah fingah straight into yo
heht. Ah 2ees you sinnuh and Gewd sees you toc. Ah sees whut
you been doin! Ah sees you bin out, stealin' shoe peg sugah
corn fum Mr,., Charley Johnson's thhm, and done bringed hit tuh
de altah of deh Lawd Gawd of Jehova |

(At this announcement, there is a terrified scream

from the body of the congregation. A Little

wizened men eprings up. Fearfully he goes down

on his knees In the aisle)

Sinner
(Lifting his hands imploring to the Pastor)
Oh Pastuh-~ Youse rightl +hm a no count thiefl

Pastor
(Sternly, as he fixes him with hie eye)
Sinnuh de Lawd has suid "Pride goeth befo' a fall, an' yo fall
is comin'. De devil got 'is han' out, reachin’ fnh yuh now!

Sinner
(Screaming)
Sweet Jesus! Save mel

Congregation
(Chanting)
Oh Sinnuh come to Jesus an' be saved!

0ld Lady
Help him meh Jesus, Help him.




ACT I SCENE I

Pastor
(Continuing)
'e's heapin' on duh coals-- 'e's pourin' coal oil on dat
fiereh seat so's yuh kin burn good} :

Sinner
(Beginning to claw his way to pulpit)
Save me Pastor, Save mel

Pastor
De Lawd got 'is face hid, an' de devil is ready!

Sinner
(Sobbing)
Pastor suve mel Oweet Hedeemer-- devil gol me down., ‘'e's
pullin' at meh, Pastor-- 'e's pullin' at meh!

01d Lady
Hyar 'is plea Jesus-- Help 'im meh King.

Sinner
(Almost at the altar)
Oh Jesis save meh-- Satan lemme go-- Ch Pastor lenme take de
cawn back.
(sobbing)
I repents, Oh Lawd, I repents.

Pastor
Cle man Satan waitin' foh yuh now.

Sinner
Lemnme give it back, Pustor. Lemme go tuh jaill

Pastor
Can't put @ ein in de Jjail house!

Sinner
(hysterically grabbing corn and ntartinf out)
Ah'm gonna give 'it to Mr. Charley Johnson, his own sef.

Fastor ;
Brother, you have repented yo sin. Depart in peace and sin
no more.

Sinner
Thankyuh Pastuh--thankyuh Jesus. 4Ah done come over., Jesus
ah done come over-- Jesue ah
(Exits with corn)

, Pastor

(kneels as the church guiets)
Oh Lawd, in thy infinite wisdom, look down on dese po'
backsliduhs fo' give em dere transgresshuns - fo dey know
not whut dey do.

Congregation
Hail Lawd. Pray for us Pastor, Pray.




ACT I SCENE I

Pestor
Lead 'em outta duh shaders into de Lite, Lawd == Keep ' em
fun dey jealous hahted ways, an dere anitclin', énd dey
stealin', Lawd. Lead em Lawd, and dey 'l folloh.

0ld Man
Lead us Lawd.

0ld Lady
(Rocking beck and forth)
Ride on to CGloreh King.

: Fastor
You is our redeemer Lawd -- You is our rock an' our refuge, Amen.
Congregation
fmen
Pastor

(Risea and looke over his flock) :
.rethurs eand sistuhs, befo' ah goes on wid dis meetin' and de
thenkin' of demembers for de gen'ris way dey done remembered me
an' Gawd == I got somethin' very ser'.us tuh tawk er 'bout.
Ah been Pastuh tuh dis flock for a long time. Uisyer has been
@ peaceful an' a law abidin' community. Geawd has done walked in
Yo midst-- an yo's been rewarded. De wolf done laid down wid de
lamb-- de hawk an de chicken done nes' togethuh an' hatch out
de same aigs-- Zut brethurs and Sustuhs, somebody done hatch
oul somethin' else 'round yere--

Congregation
Sho' did-- Yassuh-~ Tell him Pastuh.e--

Fastor
~--Yagsuh-~ somebodeh done hatch out & snake aig,-- A snake
wid & long bLodeh and & big haid-- an effen he get a good bolt
on his communiteh &ll dis peace an happiness I been tawkin
'erbout, is done.

Clé Leady
Ride on King Jesus to salvatshun.

Pastor

(very sincerely)
Brethers and situhs, we gol & natchal menace 'mongst us, lak
AGam had in de gyaden uh Eden. You mens is bein' seduced fum
doin' yo labors in de fiel's-- you wimmins is bein' seduced
fun caring fur de house and raisin' up your baby chillun to fear
Gawd, an' hate de devil. You savin's an' yo natchal resources
is being took fum ye by de devil en 'is emmisaries!

0ld Lady
Ride on to Gloreh King-- Ride on'.

Pastor
(more elogquently)
Yassuh-= {ﬂﬂl‘ gotlsa menace 'mongst you people & menace. Deres
a.dance hall croppec up 'mong you members-- a dance halll




ACT I SCENE 1

0ld Man
(Stands up and shouts)
A hell hole Pastuh,=- & hell hole.

Pastor
==/ dence hall, dals seducin' yo' sons and yo' dawters fum right
doin' an' right livin'., A dance hall where you sells yo' soul
to Satan.

Man
(Jumps to his feet and testifies)
Dey gol mah wife Pastuh-=- Dey got mah wife. Dat womun took to
strumpetin' lek a duck to watler.

Pastor
Since demw nawthern sinners moved in on us and opened dat place,
fzmilies is bein' broke up. Yo' souls is bein' lost, dancin!
an' carcusin. Satan de man dat toot de horn of evil soun down
dere! He push de han of de erap shooter, an' he Ge one han' out
da an! Jull likkuhﬁ-.

O0ld Couple
(Tears streaming down their faces)
gh'Paatuh he'p us git our dawter back-- Gawd have meceh - Jesus
e'p us=-

Woman
lah 0ld man ain't bringed a bit to eat in our house sence Gawd
knows when. .

Pastor
(Excitedly)

Dis communiteh is bein' ruin't sence dem no count people moved
in on us. Dis peace lovin' and law abidin' communiteh ain't no
lace for sech as dem-- Gawd has quit smilin' onyuh-- an we's

in' conjured by duh devil. Dis thing got tuh be stomped out,
membuhs-- and stomped out, quickl

Yoman
(Jumps up rigidly, scresms, falls and is carried out)

(excitedly)
Les' go git 'em, an' rum 'em outtz town!

Second and Third ken
Das hit=-- Les' ride 'em outia town on a raill
(The congregation starts to its feet. They turn to the
Pastor and shout)

Ken
Lead ue Pastuh~=- an we'll folluh.




ACT 1 SCENE 1

Pastor

(kneels and raises his hands to heaven)
Aluighty Gaewd sen' me a sign-- tell me whet I got to do Lawd.
Help me in owr houh. Reveal thy se'f to us who are iggnunt
an' blin'-~ guide our stumblin' feets on de right road Lawd,
808 we may bask in thy eveh lsstin' smile and bLeneaictshun. Ch
Lawd he'p yo' chillun in dere need. We's wandruhs Lewd-- Wandruhs
in de wilderness er sin-- Give me a sign Lawd -- give me & sign.

Congregation
(On its knees with hands outstretched to heaven)
A sign Lawd, a sign.

0ld Ledy
Sen' us ah angul King-- sen' us ah angull

Pastor
Yo' chillun' is erying in de wildernese Lawd an' yo' ain't
gonna turn 'em down!

(A men-- physicaelly huge-- &nd very black-- begins to
wove haltingly up the aisle toward the pulpit. He
walks @8 if in a daze. The pastor does not see him
and continues praying)

Pastor

Yo' 1s our rock. Yo' is our strank. We got er home wid yo'
Lawd, an' we wante tub come to hit clean, and good, an' wear
doe's shining robes. We wants to sit an yo' right hen' Lawd
an' hear dat heavenly choir. Sen' us a sign Lawd-- He'p yo!
¢hillun-- & sign Lawd-- & gign-- a

(He looks up and sees the man who by now has

reached the pulpit)

Pastor
(Rising from his knees and letting ocut & terrific shout)
Hossanah! De Lawd done yered mah pleal

Congregation
(Sereams)
Hossannahl

Pastor

(Weeping with Jjoy)
Raise up membuhs, whilst ah praise meh Lawdl Ah was cryin' in de
wiléehniss an' meh Lawd done yeered me calll! He done open u;‘) his
years an' yeared me shout. De Lawd done sent de champion! 1's
done sen' mah own deah son, Jerecho to repersent me in mah houh.
. Jerecho, who is my firs' born-- Jerecho-- mah own baby chilee=
i:mchn, de stronges' man 'round yere, is gonna go forth for meh

WOe

(He raises Jerecho to the pulpit beside him)
De Lawd done comed into yo' haht boy, and sent you-to me when ah
needs you mos. 'e done gived you all dat double jined strank yuh
got tuh do 'is work-- but youse still stronger now-- cause yo!
got 'em inyo' haht as well as in yo' ahms! You got Gawd wid yo!

gooiis s gt i 1. ol Federal Theatre Project Records
George Mason University
Camrugnu - Fairine, Virginia
(Chants)

De Lawd sent Jerecho, an Jerecho gonne save us! 7
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Pastor
(Takes up his worn bible)
Take Gawds Symbul wid ﬁou son and go fo'th. Bring duh work to
dem backsliduhs lak msh Jesus done brewt hit to de Pharisees.
Youse uh messenger uh heaben, an none kin stan' befo' yuh. Go
down to Fo' Gawnduh Dance Hail un strike terror into de hahts uh
de FPhilistines. You is duh savior uh duh communiteh an Gawds
speshul engule- Search out all duh cawnhuhs, end de alleyhs an!
back Faf's son, an run em out! Let em know det dis coumuniteh
doan want none uh dem! Run dose sirnuhs back to hell, Let
sodom and Gomorrah kncw dis ein' no place foh 'em=-- an doen yuh
fhl;gygzgddoan you fail, 'ceuse yuh got duh Lawd Gawd uh Jehovah
ez -1

(He puts the Bible into Jericho's hand and gives him

& gentle push toward the dor. Jericho starts up the
a@isle. EHe walke «s if he is dazed by the Lremendous
euotion around him. The congregation starts a song of
exaltation. The Pastor falls on his knees in prayer.)

Fastor
Oh Lawd-~ he'p mah son in 'is qQuest. Delivuh his enemies
into his han's, Lawd., Guide his footsteps straight an' true
and let him come home safe an' soun' Lawd, wid de light of
'is love for yuh shinin' in 'is eyes.

Cripple
(A little wen in ihe throes of hysteria with & high
voice. Ie grebs & swinging lantern from the church)
Oh mah Jesus--~ 4ih'm gonna light 'is way!

(The songs swell as Jericho and the cripple
slowly exit.)

Curtein




ACT 1 « SCENE 2

SETTING: During the first and second soenes the eurtain
is lowered while the soene is shanaged. During
the change the spiritual of the preceseding soene
is ocontinued, It diminighes in volumszs, until it
is superceded by the musio of a jasz band, The
musio from the dance hall., This builds as we be-
gin to lose the spiritual, and it is mintermingled
with shouts, laughter, snatohes of song, eto. One
is superimposed upon the other, There is no
definite ending or beginning of either musie. They
flow into one another and beoome an intergral part
of the other, When the ourtain rises we see the
Ainterior of a dance hall in the south.s It is a low,
barn-like struoture with benches running around its
wall, There is an entrance down right. A bar runs
up right stage. There are tables set around the
danoe floor to acoomodate those wealthier patrons
who sit and drink. Open love making is pgoling on, the
band is playing a 'hot' pumber, and most of the
. souples are danoing, They dance for ahout m half minute
and gradually work up stage, leaving a man and woman
practically isolated. This couple engage in what
is known as *fanoy strutting' until the girl finding
her partner an obstacle, breeks away from him and
begins to danoe alone.

Girl
Sweet Poppah! Lemme hit it alone.

Man
(Patting his hands)
Dance it honey, dance' it,

Second Man
Looka dat ‘ooman do dat nannygoat strugglel

Voice
(In orowd)

Mean mean 'ooman, yo' done got me dowml
Woman

Dat gal ain got no shamoe=
Man

Easeh ridin' babeh doan' yo' dare tuh stopt
Second Man

Easeh ridin' momuh yo' done flag dis traini
Girl Dancer

Ah'm gonna dance mah way tuh hell an' backe= look out people,
‘got danoin' in mah feets!
(She glances toward the door, and sees Jericho entere
ing with his bible held before hig/ She soreams, and
tries to hide in the orowd,)

=]12=




ACT 1 ~ SCENE 2

Girl Dancer
(Sereaming)
Sweet Jesusle=
(As Jericho advanoces into the room the whole orowd fall
back before hime A glass olatters to the floor, dropped.
by some nerveless hand,)

Jericho

(Haltingly)
Peopke, Hawkun tuh me, whilst ah brings duh words Duh time is comin'
when deh Lawd gonna visit 'is wraf on yo haid. 'e doan lak drinkin'
and 'e doan lak danoin'. 'e gonna come down to fo' Cawnduh dance
hall an' smite dis place in 'is anguhl

(At the sound of Jerioho's voice, the orowd reaognising

himy, lose its fear, and beging to shout angrily at hinm)

Voloe

(Indignant)
Fo! Gawd's sakel Ain' nobodeh but dat araseh Jer'shol

Second Voloe
(Indignantly)
Somebodeh awtta slap dat oraszeh fool down, Comin' in yere, skeerin'
people dataway! ,

Jerioho
(Holding up bible)
Pepul, yeah meh, Jesus is yo' redesmuh an' yo' salvashunl Dis place
is ah snare, fol deh weak, Satan done built. DPig is uh trap, toh git
yuh sell tuh goul tuh helll

Woman
(Disgustedly)
Aw go on home, ole eraszey boy, an' preach whar preachin' belonksl
Man

Das right, Ole' oraszeh fool, dis ain' no place to be ocarryin' yuh‘
eross an' yuh tribulashuns}

Jericho

Oh mah eistuhs an' my brethus, you bettuh lissen to whut ah got toh
tell yuh! Yous! danoin' yosef tuh helll Dat music is sweet == but
'its leadin' yuh toh duh dovil,

(During the next speeches, the music begins to play very

softly, under Jericho's words. As the soene progresses,

it gets bolder, until finally Jericho has fallen into

ite rhythm.)

Man's Voioe
C'mon babeh, les' git to truckin'

dericho

De book say 'all dis danocin' an carousin' is a sho nuff tiecket tuh
hell. De book say dat musie is duh devil ahorus.

=13~
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Woman
(In a high voioce)
Wyn't you stay home wid dat premochuh paw er yo's?

. Jerioho
Whilet I wus walkin' in de fe'ls' Gawd done spoketuh mehl

oman
(Laughting)
Is he done tole yo' how tuh do duh buszad lope?
(The orowd shouts with laughter at this. More
aouples have drifted mway)

: Jaricho

‘s say' Jericho, dem people at fo' Cawndoh danoce hall is
headin' straight foh hell, lessen yuh go down dere an' git ‘em
to stop dere shameful doin' an' dere shoffly ways.

omen
Is 'e tole yo' 'bout de good anjou likkers Yre Willyama dispensin'?

: Joricho
8inmuhs repent fo' de devil gitta good holt on yuh.
(He grabs a passing dancer who twists from
his graps)
Come on brothuh, come tuh Hesus wid me, an' repent.

Danoer
(Pulling away) :
Take yo' big ham' offen me, ole oraseh fool.

: Jaricho
Peopul, yo's breakin' Oawd's hahtee deres weepin' and deres
wailin' behin' dem pearly gates.

Horace Williams
(Coming over)
A1l right boy, you've had yo' say e= now soram == befoh ah hag
mah bouncer Uppity, thow yo' out!

Crowd
Das right Mr, Williams. Yo' tell 'im,

Delilah
(Coming over)
Vaita minute Horase (to Jerisho) Sweet poppah, yo' sho' look good
tuh me.

Jarisho
(Looking at her)
Sistuh, quit die devil shufflin' an' leadem on de way. Gawds
gymbol is in yo' fage=- let 'is word git in yo' haht.

Delilah
(Twisting herself into the half oirele of his
upraised arms)
Of all de mens "around yere-- yous deh best ah evah did see.
Voloe

De man gone now== Delilah gotta holt of him.

wld=




Jeriecho . - b

(Flatering)
Dis is & evul place an' Gawd gonna smite 'it. De church
people sent me tuh tell yo' effen yeh doan close down, an'
dey gonna rase "it tuh deh groun'. Day gonna ride yowe=

Delilah
C'mon babeh, quit dis tawkin', and begin to sing.

Jericho
(Looking iate her face)
Sistuh won't yuh come to Gawd? Sistuh won't yuh let Jesus
in vo' haht?

Delilah
(With her arme around him, and pulling him around
in & half stumble)
Is "e nice as yo' preachuh?

Jericho
Oh ¥Mah Gawd give me strank, keep me frum temtashun. People
oome to Cawd,

e -

Volioce
Hits big day in de mawin' when Delilah git er holt on yuh'

Jeriocho
(Hesisting)
Yo' cain't temp' me wooman == Yuh oain't temp' meh.
(Thye orowd becomes interested in Jericho's down=
falle They begin to pat and urge Delileh on, The
musio is sweeter nw-?

Woman
(In a bhalf chant)
Danee preachuh, dance, oauge day ain't no jaszz in heaben.

Jericho

(Half heartedly struggling)
Lemme loose. Lemme loose. Ah gotta bring deh worde

Volce
Show 'im honeh, show "im,

Volca
Shake it at 'im sugah, an' 'e won't turn llose.

Jericho
(Panting)
Woman, yo'se duh instermunt er Satan. =~ Oh Jesus, save
mah soul, Jesus help me quit. Dat music got meh dowm,
(Jericho's arms enoirele Delilah, ie is completely
ost in the rhythm of her body, and the musio.
he whole orowd hasg gathered around Delilah and
Jericho and pat and shout in rhythm.)

=15=
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Voloe
(Patting in time with mueie)
Do dat Angul stompee Hit dose Jedgzement blues,

Orowd
(Pioking 1% up)
Hit dose jedgemenrt blues == do dat Angul Stomp
Voloe
(8inging)
Peter in de pulpit an' 'z cala'+ git out,
(Crowd pats)
Voice
Gabel blow dat jedgement honne=
(Crowd pats)
Voioe
Preachuh got de itoh an' 'e cain't stop now.
Delilah

(Close to Jericho's ear)

[The Pagtor enters with a good part of his congre=
gation trailing after hime They drape themselves
half in the windows from the outside, orowd around
the door, ete.)

Pagtor
(Shouldering his way tru crowd and wrenching Jericho
ewsy from Delilah)
Leggo dat soahlot "oomani

(Crowd is transfigured. They draw back, Jericho
is terror stricken)

(%renching Bible from Jericho's hand)
Shot upl DPis is duh qay Gawd entuh yo ginful haht, you no
oount, backbitin' sinnuh. Wen yuh comed walking' up duh ile
uh duh ohu'ch ah thawt Gawd done ealled yuh, an' yuh yeahed
duh eall} But hit t"was duh devil an' dat dewvul's musie'. Yo's
uh liar an traduocer! Yuh done lied about mah Jesus. Yuh done
took duh saocoud word of Gawd an passed hit in uh sinful manouh
- "bout dis strumpets bobeh! Gawd gonne punish yuh fo' flauntin'
yvh paghun in His eyes. He gonna smite yuh wid uh botoh an uh
soab == oh may Lawde=

Jericho

(Terror n}-hhn)
Pappeh don't == don't put dat ourse on meh.

Pagtor
(Heedless )
Oh mah Gawd punigh dis sinnuh, Sven tho' 'es mah won deah son,

=lG=
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Pastor (continued)
smite 'im Lewd. Smite 'im to duh groundl Smite 'im Lawd in 'ie
big hour—— make "m come crawlin tuh yuh on 'is han's and knees
wailin fo' yuh mu'ceh an yo fohgliveness.

Williama
(Advanoing to the Pastor) .
Vait a mimate, Pastor. Yeh don't wantaa excite yo' seé'f, Dere
ain't no hahm done. Jus' al Lil' danein' and singin', das all.

Pastor

No hahm donel Jus' a 1ittle danoin' an' singin'? A powerful
lot uh sinnin' end drinkin', Das wimt yo' mesn. Crap shootin'
en' mhdultury. Das whut yo' mesn. Flmuntin' de Lawd's day,
das whut yo! mean! Dis is a hell hole das gottuh go.

Williems
(Breaking in)
No hil' on, Pastuh w

(Contiming)
4 effen hit doan go pemceful, we gonna burn 'it to deh groun'
an' ride all you strumpete an' ease men outta town on a ralel

(Thunderingly)
Yo' got twenty fo' hours tuh close up dies plasce an' git « yuh got -
Jericho
(Interrupting)
Pappye
. Pastor
Ah ain't yo pappy. You's er Judae Os'esh, wat betrayed mah
Lawd, wen he stopped wid 'im st duh weloome feasl OGit home an'
ask duh Lewd tuh fo'give yuh. Ask yo' einmh, defore hits too

o

ate.
' (Turning to the erowd)
Twennyfo'! houhs, einmuhe toh elose up en' gotl Else we gomna
ride yo' outta towml
(Be strides ocut)

Jericiho
(Turns to follow him, As he does, Delilsh oomes
over to him, Puts her amme thru his)

Delilsh

( Sensocusly)
Waitta mimite babeh, an' esh'll walk a little piece wid yuhl

(They exit together)
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SETTING: TIME, THE FOLLOWING MORNING

SCENE: The same as soene 2. The dance hall is
deserted, and in great disorder as Af ite
occupants had left hurriedly. Tables are
overturned, chairs snd bottles lie sbout.
It wonrs the general air of a tired, dise
epirited hoyden. The manager, HORACE
WILLIAMS, ie sitting with his lege astride
a ohair, leaning on it back. FHe is smoking
a huge black eigar, and wears an alr of
thoughtful worry. He faces the sudienoce.
WOOTZIE, one of the natives, enters to him,
He takes off his hat respectfully as he
hesitently comes So WILLIAMS, Willisms
doean't turn his heed at all, he just keeps
puffing his olgar.

- Willisme
Well = wad' ysh find out?

Nootszie
Migtuh Williams == yous in a bad fix, Dem ohurch people
mean bizniz. Dey ain't no turnin' 'em. (He hesitates a
moment, then resumes)
Effen ah wuz you, ah wouldn't open disl yer place tuhnite.

Williams
No?®

Hootgie
Nawguhs Dey ain't no tellin' whut dey'll do, Deacon Taylor
say deh preachuh tawkin' 'bout to ire Chahley Jongon} :

, Hornoe Williams
Who's he? :

Nootzie
Lawd! Swalisdeh know Mr. Jonsone He duh wite mmn got dat big
plantation down by de riwah, an' he run things he way around

yere.

Williams
What de preashuh got toh do wid Mr. Jonson?

Hootzie
Mr+ Jonson pewerful fond of dat preachuh=- an' he do what
duh Revyn say when it oomes to us people. ! Jonson say,
deh preachuh keep us prayin' 'gteder drinkin' 'an
esarousin' == an a do=right wuk hahder den a drinkin' one.
Williams
How oome de preacshuh toh git so friendly wid a wite manf?

Nootszie
Oh, dat wug long ergo. Deh preachuh son, Jericho smak a wite
man down, and de folks ro'm' yere wuz thinkin' "bout lynchin®
hims Mr. Jonson got 'im off, an' aftuh dat, ewah time a

L
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lNootsie (ocontinued) :
One of us git into trouble, Wham! de preachuh run to
Mr. Jonson, and Mr. Jongon do whut hs sayl

Williamg
Oh Yeah,

. Ry
(As he enters, he takes off his hat)

How do Mistuh Willyamse- Hello Nootszle. Sayl Ah jus' oum

fum Pastuh Tuockers housa an' de Pagtuh say effen dis place open

up tuhnite dey gomna be a rail pahty outta towml

Nootzie
Das jus' whut ah ben tellin' Mr, Willyamsl Dem people
moans bizniz.

Baay
An' bad bisniz, Manguhi Ah ain't nevah se'n de Pastuh so
aggohvated. Jer'eo ain't showed up last night, and deh
Pagtuh's maddern' uh ole passuler hawnets!

Nootzie
Whar yo' rekon he wis?

Zasy
Ah doan knowe» but de FPagtuh say he's wid some of
dese easy ridin' momuhs fum dis dence hall <~ an effen he
keteh 'im, he gomna knock 'im fun uh amagin' grace to uh
floatin' oppuhtunenteh.

lliang
Who dis Jer'eo?

Hootsie
Dag 'is son. De man staht all dat ruckus in yere las" hight.

Willians
Oh dng him.

Jasy
(Caokles with laughter)
Das de one. lLawdi deh pastuh ghoudda had betteh sensge den
tuh sen' dat backslide down yere.

Horeoce
. Wiell, Af ah ketches "inm hangin' "round heah anymo' deres gonna
be trouble.

Nootsie
(Quickly)
Now hol on Mr, Willyams, yuh wants to go slow. '"ocause dat
Jer'eo's uh powerful man wen he gits stahted., He doan know
'is own strank.

Williams
Oh heah, Well, ah'll jus' tell Uppity to be on deh lookout,
den ef he kin git pas' Uppity, he mus' be good.

(Calling Uppity)
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ACT 1 -iaum 3
Uppity
(he appears in the doorway)
Hiillianms

Uppity, yuh know dat good for nothin' hick cause all dat
trouble in heah las' night?

Topity
Yassuh
Williame
Woll, ef yo' see 'im hangin' around dis place=- Let "im have it}
Upprity
(Grinning)
Hagsuh,
(He turns to go)
“§111ams
(Calling)
An' Uppity =
Uppity
(stopping)
Yassuh?
Williams
Doan mak' it too easehl
Uppity
(Exeitedly)

Bagy
Ohe Ohs Ah gho' wouldn't wmn' tuh see dem two tanglel

Hootele
ot Yo's orasey. Vat ohanoce would Jer'eo have wid dat man.
Doanchu knows ‘es a prize fightuh in 'e spah tine.

Basgy
* 1 knows date= but dat Jer'oo er pow'ful man all duh time.
(Delilah entersa) :

Williams
(To the two mean)
Okay. Walt outside. VWen ah wants yuhs Ah'll cell yuh,

Hootzle and Basy

Yassuh,
Williams
( ‘o Delilah)
Whar yo's bin?
Delilah)

(Stretohing luxuriously) .
Ah bin inspectin' a okioken fahm, Ah's thinkin' of settlin'

down, and raigin' poultreh.
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Wllians .
(Sullen) y
Ah don' wanna heah no wise srackin',
Delilah
(Furaing)

Whuts de mattuh, is dat preachuh eoncerted yo' too? Uppity's
bin tellin' me you's thinkin' er closin' up?

. Willians
Ah ain't thinkin'e< I'va olosed upe DBut yo! wain't ansuh pe, I wants
to know where you bin all night,.

~ Delilah
(Sullenly)
Das mah bisnis,

‘ #1liamg
(Quiakly)
Hits mah bizniz, too. Tuh bin wid dat psalm singin' bastard
dat cause all dat trouble in yere las' night,

Delilah
(Laughing)

Williams
Ah gmre tuh Ood, Delilah, ah so can't make yo' oute Yoh
oouldda had deh piock er men erlong Lemnix Ave== me includede-- But
you waits €ill yo' git in dis Senny=-Xiock mammy place, toh plek
up wid a oountry hiok wid boll wevile in 'is har'h,

Delilah
(Laughing and stretohing luxurfously)
Hit ain' boll wevil dat make & man, Horaeg=- nor long eigars,
or a gold watoh chain,

Willlams
(Gets up)
Yo' sho pick de wrong man. Dat preachuh is 'is pawe= and he's

raisin' hell oause dat boy didn't ocome home las' night., We got
to olose up, else doys plannin' ©o ride usg outta dis town on a raill

(Seornfully) Selflah
It seems to me, yo' skesr uighteh easeh big boy. Dess country
folks ain't got guts emuf to run nobedéh outta no town on no rail,

Williams
(Seriously)
How looks yere, Delilah, dem chuch people mean biszziase.

Delilah
How does yo' know?

Williams
Ah got Emseh an' Nootzie to do some scoutin' 'roun',

ilah
(Angrily) o
ebout me=- an mah money. Who gonna pay fo'! dat?
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ax ACT 1 - SCENE 3
(Shaking hys head) (strony)
Wooman, ah ain"t nevah seen anybodeh so greedy. 4All Yo' talks
about sence yo' bin down here; is monev,.

Delilah (g,

Yas, an das all ah keers 'hout, 'cause wen yo' got money yo!
ocan strut down Lenix Ave. an' tell de whol worl to go to hell.
Das all dat intrus' me. "ho gouna pay me for deh money, yo'
got me to put wo foh dis two by o' place?

Willians
(Coming over and putting his hand on hers)
Well, now babsh, wen ws gits back to New Yawk=- Ah'11l make it
all right wid ynhe Ain' we pertnorsg? Shux. Dat'll be easeh.

Delilah
(Jerking away)
G4t yo han's offa mes Das whut you said "bout dis dance hall,
way down heah in hell an' gone. "We oould oleam upl Country
folks doan have no fun® Dey'll weloome us lak a celebratshun.
Yog== wid a rail pahty outta town,

¥11liams
Well, now sugahs Ah eouldn't figah dat we wus gonna tangle
wid some crazeh preachud an' '4s sons Could ahe

Delilah
Yo' oan't figger notans But ah ain't goln' Ah ain' gkeered of
no preschur. An' ah got *is son eatin' outta mah han'. Ah'm stayin' on $1l1
ah gits back mah dough.

Williame
. (Moving over)
Sugah, yuh oan't do dat. Dat preachur gonna git de wite folks
down yere ingtrusted -- and den whut?

Dalilah
ho said so?

Willians :
Mo, Dag jus' whut ah tryin' to tell yo' Dat preachur got tuh
be a big shot wid a plastatshun man down yere, lir. Jonson. An'
if deh preachur say so, ''r. Jonson'll orack down on us. Aa'

Delilah
Who tole yo' all dis.

- Mllians
Nootgie and Eansy. Das whut I bin tryin' tuh tell yo', Now
1iseen tuh me honey. AR'11 tell yo'! whut ah'll do. Les yo! an
me leave dis little shoofly dance hall, an' take Uppity wid us.
ARh'1] give yo' a plece of him an' we'll pick us up some fights
wid some of dese eountry Yakes up further Nawth. Dat way, yom
kin git back yo' dough,

Delilah
Who's going to pay for all this.

: -22=




ACT 1 - SCENE 3
whar ah come in. Yo' doan think ah was gonna 'llow us ter
e caught wid no dough didyuh! Shux, babeh, ah got cawlahr

er us, Whatoha say Sugahl
(He moves over and attempts to take her in his arms)

“‘E

Delilah
(Pulling away)
Cut dat out, Horace.

Horage
Honey, how oome yo' doan like ue?

Delilah
Ah doan lak no mens - lessen ah kin git mm'n.

Horece
¥hatoha mean git scmepun from "em.

Delilah
Whut evah dey got.

Horace
Ain' lh’.ot somepum?

Delilah
Ruthin dat ah wants. You's small time, big boy.

Williens
How 'bout-- -
(Just then, there is a terrible commotion outside
Lester, a Yes man of Williams, rushes in excitedly)

Lester
Fo' Gawd's sake, My, Willyams, come out an' stép it. Uppity
an' dat man Jer‘co is tusselin' out in de road, and he like
to kill Uppity.

Williana
(starting up)
Fhuts datl .

Jericho :
(Bursting into the room., His eyes are blazing
with rage, blood runs from a cut on his iips,
He glares at lHorace) ;
Whars Delilah?

Delilah
(Advaneing slowly to him)
H'yar I is. Whute all de ruckus about?

Jericho
Dat man say he gonna keep me ocutta hy'arel

Delilsh
Who?
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Jericho
Uppiddy—- das who
Dolilah
Why?
Jeriocho
Ah doan no -~ But ah had tul bus "im one fo' 'e let me pass,
Delilah
(Inereducusly)
Yuh hit Uppity- an® you's still on yo' featsl Whar's
Uppitty?
Jericho
(Grinning)
Lyin' in dul proad, effen dey ain' drugged "im avayl
Delilsh
(Bewildeved)

But dat man used tub be a prizefightuh

Jericho
(Quiekly)
Dat doan make no diffunce tuh me, wen duh man tryin® keep
me fum gittin' in tuh see yuh,

Delileh
(Amazed) :
Well, ah'll be Coggammedl Whar'd yo' learn tuh fits so good?

Jericho
Playin' wid deh boys, 'round duh steamboat landin'j [Hut
1issen honey, dat ain' whut ah come all dis way tuh tawk
tuh yuh *bout, Whut erbout me an yuh gittin' mah'ed.

Delilah
(Laughs)
Whuts dat?
Jericho
(Quieckly)

Ah done mean no tuck-up kin' o humbug, but mali'ee lawful,
wid de eye witness, an' deh han' witnuss too.

Delilsh
(Laughing egain)
Yo' sho is cute! But dis gal is oity bred. Ah needs lights an
cabarets. Ah needs Lenix Ave, an' er hunired an thuty fift’
street. :

Horace
(Enters)
Boy, yo' sho' is bad luck tuh me, Firs' yo' bus' up mah
danoce hall, an' now, yo' bus' up mah fightuhl '
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Delilah
(Turning quickly)
Whut he do, Horace?

Horace
Hit Uppiddy, an bus' *is jaw,

Delilah
(Ineredulously)
He whut,

Williams
Das right. PBus' it as clean as er whistle.

Jericho
(8incere apology) ‘
Ah ain' mean no hahm, Mist®' Willyum, but 'e ain't had no
right tuh call ms outta mah nume, an' try an keep me outta
yeare. ;

Dslilah
(Admdringly)
C'mere man, an' lemne feel yo' ahms,
(she does)
Boy, yo' sho' is strong.

Jericho
(Grinning down at her)
Ah'm strong fo' yo' sugah.

(Coming to & sudden decision and pushing Jericho away)
Look, yuh done got me all smuss up wid yuh block an' dus®
Cawn out an' wash yo' se'f.

Jericho
(Looking at her dress)
Ah ain' mwean tuh muss yuh honey. Yuh ain' mad, ie yul?

Delilah
No, but go 'haid an' git clean up laka decent.-man, Yo'
lock lak some box oaw,

Jeriecho
(exit to rear)
Doan go way now, 'cause ah waptuh tawk tuhyuh.
(He exits)
Delilah
(Watehing him depart and then turning quickly to Morace)
Ah got uh idea., Uh honeyl

Horace

(Dullyy
Yeahl .
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Delilah
(Breathlessly)
How good wuz Uppiddy -- foh he hit deh booze?

Horace
He'da bin Champ shore, ef he coulda kep' away fum it. Why?

Delilah
VWhy? Hell? Doan' yuh see, hot shot? If Uppiddy wuz dat
good, an' dis boy knock "im out, he mus' be twict as good!

Horace

(Disgusteely)
Dat wuz a lucken punch.

Delilah
(Cynically)
Nuts. Lucky punches doan break jaws-- not on prizefightuhs.
Ah knows dat much.

Horace
(Looking up)
Well?

Delilah
Lissen, OSpozen' we wuz tuh tak dis boy to Noo Yawk, Train
'im, make a fightuh outta him-- We could clean up,

Horace
Ef he really good-- we could,

Delilah
Yo' right we could. Ah bin waitin' foh sompin' lak dis tuh
come erlong all er my life-- an jumps right in mah ahms,

Williams
Hol' on Delilah, Not so fas', Ah ain' got ernuff dough tuh
£ot us all to Hahlem,

Delilah
(Briskly)
Ah got some dough lef', Yuh doan think ah wuz fool ernuf
tuh stick it all in dis shanty yuh calls dance hall, does
yuh? Gawd ah ain' dat dumbl

Horace
Whut erbout his paw?

Delilah '
Leave dat tuh me., Ah'll take care er dat. Yuh bettah scram
sos ah kin tawk tuh him wen he git back,

Horace
(Rising)
(8tope)
Okay. But waiter minute. How does we figger?
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Delilah
We splits - 50-50, Yuh does de manging foh de fights-- an'
ah does de mangin' of de fightuh. Yo' gits twenny fi' per
cent, ah' ah gits twenty fi' per cent.

Horace (Dubiously)

Hol' on. Duh manager usually gits half,
Delilah
(Decisively)

Not dis one, Is it a deal? Or does ah take him to Noo Yawk
alona?
Horace
(Considering a moment)

(Starte out)

Delilah
(Warningly)
An' rembah-- Ah gits dis railroad fahr paid back, outta de
firs' fight.

Horace
(Stops admiringly)
Wooman, yuh got jew blood in yuh!

Delilah
(Nods)
Maybe. OSeram. Yer he coms.
(Horace exits quickly. Delilah lights a cigarette.
Jericho enters) (Delilah poses on table)

Jericho
(Walking over to her quieckly - gives her once over)
How does ah locke now, mommuh?

Delilah
(Critically)
Purty good - Fer dem rags.

Jericho
( Hurt)
Whut yuh mean, rags?

Delilah

(Seornfully)
Yuh doan call dem clos' does yuh?

Jericho
(Sheepishly)
Shux. Deys a little to' up fum fightin', But dat ain' nuthin',
Dey kin be mended, easeh,

Delilah
Look boy, how'd yuh like tuh make er lot er money-- an' buy all
de high yaller close yuh want,
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Jericho
Datud be swell. But how'm ah gonna make all dat money. Rouster
"boutin' ain' gonna buyem.

Delilah
(Myseriously)
Haw, but ah knows erway dat will,
Jeriocho
How?
Delilah
Fightin',
Jerisho
(Amagedly laughs)
Fightin?
Delilah

(Cuddling up o him)
Shore. Look, babeh, How'd yuh like tuh some tuh de oity wid me
an' Horace? We'd make a Fightuh outta yuh, an' yuh eould git all
de olos' an' things yuh want.

Jericho
(Pulling her close)
Ah doan want muthin' but yuh,

Delilah
(Sensuously)
Well, ef yuh fight good, an' make plenteh money, yuh kin have me
too.

Jericho
(Grabbing her)
Aw babehl
(A long kiss)
But honey, ah cain't fight lessen' ah mad-- an'

Delilah

(Laughs)
Das easeh, Ah gits yuh mad, evva time yuh goes intuh de ring.

Jerioho
Ah gho would lak tuh gee deh oiteh. Ah ain' nevah bin tuh Neo
Leana.

Delilah
Who tawkin' 'bout Noo Leens. 4h means er big town. Noo Yawk,
whars deres Lights, and exoitement. ihare 1 yuh have tuh do
is step outta yo' do, hyar a band play. Whare de mens an de
wimmine strut dere f all day long on Lenix Ave.
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Jericho
(Byes shining)
Hot dame Dat sho mus' be swell,
(His face falls)
But whut about mah Paw? Ah couldn't leave 'im. He sold an' couldn't
got erlong widout meh.

Delilah
(Seornfully)
Ain'tehu got no ambishun? Doan yuh wannma be somebodeh. BEr big
shot, BSteader plekin' scotton dowm hagh an' routerboutin' on dese
meesly steamboats all yo' 1life? Hell.

Jerishe
(Doubtfully) :
Sho, sugah. But gh can't leave mah paw.

Delilah
An' why not. Ho doan need yo'. He tole yuh so las' nite. An'
besides, he got de schureh tuh keep him going.

Jericho
(Longingly)
Yase Yous right erbout dat, He gho did light into meh las night.
4y he do love dat ohurch,

Delilah
Sho he doe An' whut yo'! gomna da? Tail aftuh him all yo' days
wen yuh gotta chance to go tuh de oity, make er lottal bucks, and
maybe got tuh be champion er de worl, How'd yuh lak dat. Champion
Jor'oo. Why, yuh might make ermuf buil' er new church one day.

Jerieho
(Entranced)
Grate day in de mawnin', Ain' dat sompin.

Delilah
(Pressing her point)
Well, whad yuh sayl

Jerieho
Welll

Delilah
(Coming to him again)
An' how erbout me! Ain' ah wuth comin to duh oity widf®
(She -311:- over to him and gives hima a long passionate
kiss. ;

Jericho
Babeh, ah'd go tuh hell wid youl
CURTAIDN
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ACT TWO
SCENE ONE

The living room of Jericho and Delilah's
rucent in New York City some years later.
iving room is furnished in a gaudy manner,
dannting the lavish spending of money. There
is a door down right, leading to the outer
hall. /nother back .R. leads to the kitchen
of the apartment. Down left, a door leading
to the bedroom. There is a profusion of rede--
red lemp shades, red furniture, etc. The
lamp shades all have elaborate and gaudily
fringed shadea.

AT RISEs CLOTILE, & friend of Lorace wWilliams
is discovered seated in & chair. Delilah
strides nervously up and down the room,
smoking cigarettes.

Clotile
't you set down é and res' yourself, Delilah, you gonna be

all wore out, when dey do come.
Delileh
(Irritably)
Ah can't set down. Evvey time we gotta uh big fight on our
» hands' thet sterts to make duh rounds of all th' bar rooms in
Harlem.
Clotile
;(Pltadininy)
Dey &in't nothin' tuh worry 'bout honey, Horuce gonne find him,
Delilah

Horace. Hell, all he kin do is set uh round an' blow uh bout
‘how we won dat last fightl

Clotile

(Dignifiedly)
You got to remember Delilah, dat Horasce got & herd Jjob on 'is
han's-=gittin' de fights-- an makin' Jericho train.

Delileh
(Contemptuously)
Hard job. 411l he got tuh do is sign ' ew up=-- ah figgers *em
out. And he doan have to live wid dat big baboon-- like ah do.

Clotile
" But Gawd knows Delilah-- he gives you evvything you wants--

Delilah
Breaking in)
me evvything ah wants-- ah works for it-- And god demmed
« 4h'm gittin' tired of running aftuh dat guy, evvy time
he git two dolluhs in 'is pocket.

: 7 Clotile
Well, Gawd knows Delilah, he can't have much mo dan dat-- th?
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Clotile (continued)
way you been spendin' money-- Look live evvy time I sees you,
you got on uh new dress. "hen you broke out wid dat yeller
automobile-~- dat was too much.

Delilah

You ain't doin' so bad wid Horace is you?
Blotile :

No. But Horace got uk wife to think uhbout as well as me.
Delilah

Well, ah ain't got nobody but me too think uhboute~ an dats
all dis baby'll evah have. You ain't nevah gonna ketch me
losin' mah haid over some wan.

Clotile
Ch. Oh. You sho' is hshd. :

Delilah
Not hahdy--smart. You don't think ah been nursin' dis country
hick fo' nothin' do you? Ah'm gonne git mine, whilst de gittin's
good. An' baby, wen duh time come, ah'm gonna lay back an'
enjoy mahself, Ef ah kin jus' keep dat Jericho straight, now
dat we gittin' in de impo'tent dough.

» - Clotile :
Horace say, dis fight is Jjus' uh set up fo' Jericho.

Delilah
It won't be no set up effen Horace can't git 'im outta dose bar=
rooms and into dat trainin' camp tonight. He shoudda bin up
dere two days ago.

Clotile
Ah wondah wat make him like dat.

Delilsh
Hell, deh firs' time he knock some Palooka out, he got so swole

haided dat yuh couldn't tawk to him., 411 he do is walk duh streets

80's to heah duh pepul shout an holler aftuh him. Think he's
Champion already.

Clotile
Horace say he gonna be Champion someday.

Delilah
He gonna be, ef I hes anything too do wid it. And den come duh
big dough, duh kinde money ah bin waitin' for!
(Her eyes shine)

God damm,
(There's a noise in the hall of an elevator
door opening and loud voices)
Clotile
(Juuping up)

Yeer dey come now.
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Delilah
(Putting out her cigerettie)

Hits about time.
(The door is flung open and.Jericho,
accompanied by lHorace Williams, Uppity
and Hundall Johnson strides in.
Jericho is in high spirits.)

Jericho
(Striding over to her)
Hello Sugsh.

Delilah
(Coldly)
Whare you bin?

Jericho
(Turning to the rest)
OChi Oh! Dar she EOs»
(To her)
Jus' out tellin' some of duh boys goodbye, babeh.

Delileh
You bin tellin' 'em goodbye for two days-- wen you gonna leave?

Jericho
Now honey, doan be like dat. Look, ah brought comp'ny.
(To Rendall )

- C'mere Randall. Delilah, dis is Rendall Johnson, duh gambiinist

man in Hahlem. Duh man say he done git rich bettin' on meh.
(Randall steps forward)

Randall
(Raking her hand) :
That's right, Mis' Delileh ah sho has. But ef I knew you was gonna
be heah, he'd ben home, long before dis.

Delilah
, (Slowly)
Oh }?.Hho

Randall
Ah reckon you bout de.most fameous woomen in Hahleme- mos! fameous
as Jericho himself. Ah bin wantin' to meet you fo' uh long time.

Delilah
(Pleased)
Well, dey tells me you git around right smart yo'self. .

Jericho
(Chuckling)
Hot dawgl Boy! No wondah dey calls you "Sweet Tawkin"}, yuh
done tﬂikﬁd'dﬁt wooman outta givin' me hell. Ah awt tuh have you
'roun me mo'.,

Randall
(Looking at Delilah)
Maybe dat wouldn't be a bad idea.
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, Delilah
(Turning to Jericho)
It'll take moren' dat. Is you gonna git to dat trainin' campe-
or is I gonna have to drag you dere?

Jericho
(Chuckling)
Lissen to dis wooman. Sho, sugah. Ah'm goin' right uh way.
Dat is, aftuh we has us uh little drink.

Horace
{Coming forward)
Now look Jericho, you gotta cut dat out. You got de most impotant
fight on yuh hande comin' up-- an boy, you gotte be right.

Uppity
(Chiming in)
Das right, Jericho, you gotta go slow.

Jericho
(Snorting) '
Helll "hut you two buzzards croakin bout now? You know dat
Wildcatseaseh.

Horace
He ain't dat easeh. Ain't no bodeh easeh till he layin' on
dﬂh rlﬂ' . 1

Jericho _
(Xing and sitting down)
He good &s doin' dat now.

Delilsh
Doan be so big mouf. If you could fight as you kin tawk, you
wouldn' have tuh fight, == evvabody would be skeered tuh git in
uh ring wid you.

Jericho
How 'bout de las drink, mommuh, fo' ah pulls out.

Delilah
(Going to a cabinet)
Well, ah spose wid all you got in you, one mo' won't hurt you.
But dis 1 de las', you heah me, till aftuh dat fight.

Jericho
(Grinning &nd winking behind her back)
Yass'um,

Horace
s (Luo%i int his uaich}
| we can't linger teo long over dat. We got tuh be going.
We's two days late now. . e

Clotile
You gonna have to go some, to catch up with dat.

Randal
(Going over to Delilah)
Can't ah Relp you, Mis' Delilsh?
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Jeriche
(Chuckling)
Dat sho is uh ledy's man fer true. Boy, no wondah you got
all de wimmins chasin' you.

Delileh
(Tmrning)
So you got all de wimmins chasin' you, Mr. Johnson?

Randal
(Helping her)
De ones you kin git tuh chase yuh Mis' Delilah, ain't de ones
you want, all duh time,

Delilah
(Logking at him)
Yeah-~- so dey tells me.
(She brings over the drinks)

Horace
(Rising)
How 'bout uh tose'=~ to Jer‘cho -- an' his winnin' dis next fight.
Jericho

~ (Raising his gless)
Swell-=- tuh me, an uh one round knockout.

Randall
(Laughing and stopping him)
Weit uh minute == ef we drinks to dat == dat lets you out ==
duh man you toastin' kain't drink-- '

Jericho
(Indignantly )
Why not?
Delilah

'"Cause it 'Taint etiquette, fool.

(Taki - J?.zli Ehﬂl )
5 ng a qu gulp
Den duh hell wid it.

Randall
(Stopping him) ;
Wait uh minute, maybe we kin drink tuh somethin' else.

Jericho
(Stopping)
Whut? (Eegerly

Yell-~ lessee

(Casting his eye around)
We kin drink to duh ladies -- de best looking in Hahlemee
Clotile an' Mis' Delilzh,

, Jericho
(Starting to drink)

Randall

Okay.
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Randall
(Raising his glass)
To duh best lookin' gels in Hahlem-- kis DPelilah an' Dlotile.
(They drink)

Clotile
But dat makes Delilah an' me go dry!l
- (They &ll laugh)

Delileh
Des right. Les drink to our gues' -- Randall Johnson, who

dey eay, always pays off,

Rendall
(Beaming)
Dat sho is uh nice compliment, comin' from you.

Jericho
Hel' on, ah needs me some mo' likkuh-- &ah done used up duh

las fo' de yuhtur toas'.

Delilah
(Pouring him a small drink)
You mus{ be uh camel, yuh drink so fas, an' kin hol so much.
(They drink)

Horace
Eriskly setting down glass)
Come on, it's time tuh go, we got uh long way tuh drive.

Uppity
Das right, c'mon Jericho les git goin'.

Jericho
(Sinking back in cheir)
Aw whuts duh rush. an' wait uh 11l wile.

Delilah
Now comeé on you-- Uis time you ain't gonna do no stallin'
Ah done got you yo things all packed. Dey in duh baid room.

Jericho
(Raising slowly)
Awright den, pick 'em up, will yuh Uppity?
Uppity
(Goes off, L.g
Ckay.
Horace

(Turning to Clotile)
S0 long, honey. You comin' up wid Delilah on sunday?

Clotile
(Kissing him)

Shoe.
Delilah
How we gonna git dere, ef you take duh car?

Horace
You kin' come up by train, an take duh car back, can't yuh?

yA
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. Randal
(Xing over)
Ef' you'll allow me, I'll be gled tuh drive de ladies up.
Kaybe Jericho 'll want his car tuh take uh little drive, up dere.

Jericho 4
Swell. We'll have uh party. Dat sho ie nice of yuh, Randall.

" Randall
(Turning to Delilsh)
Is dat okaywid you, Mis' Delilsh.

Delilsh
(Looking at him)
Sure. That's uh good ideah.
(Uppity reeppears with bags)

Jericho
(X's over and takee Delilah in his arms)
50 long mommuh. Ah sho will miss yuh, babeh. Doan fo'git tuh
come up earleh.

Delileh
(Perfuntorily kissing him)
Ckay. An behave yo'self, dis ain't no time fo' foolin'.
Yuh gottah train -- an train hahd, you heak me?

Jericho
(Nods) 3
Shﬂg Sho. Les EO.

Horace
(S8tarting out)
Goodbye. GSee you all Sunday.

, _ Uppity
(Exciting)
S0 long.
Randall
(Picking up hat)
I spose I outta be goin' too.

Delilah
(Quickly)
You ain't in trainin' is you? Whyn't pou stay awhile-- an
‘keep me and clotile company?

Randall
(Tarning back)
Well-- now dats real nice of you-- ef you sure ah wouldn't be
intrudin'.

Jericho
Dae uh good ideah, Randal-- somebodeh gotuh finish dat bottle,
not dat ah won' be in duh house. So long, honey, ah'll be
seein yuh.
(He starts out. Stops)
Say=-= is you pack my rabbits foot?



Delileh
(Bored)
Hite in dubh pocket of your bath robe.

Jericho
(Xing to her) ‘
Okay. Kies me, agin, fer luck, Honey.
(They klaa he exits) :

Delilah
(Looking after him)
Luck hell, das fo dough.
(Turning to Rendall
Will you have another drink?

CURTAIN

ACT 2 BSCENE 1



ACT TWO
SCENE TWO

AT RISE: The dressing room of a fight club in New York
city; the place is bare, except for a few lockers,
benches and hard backed chairs. Scattered about
the room are buckets, etc., several small stools
can be seen, standing in the corner. There is a
rubbing tabie down right, & lmost center stage.

Up back &n entrance leads to a corridor. There
are doors, right and left, lead to & shower and
another goom. At rise the stage is enpty. After
a momeni the door opens and Delileh sccompanied

by Randal Johnson, enters.

Delilah
(Entering and looking around)
Look like dey ain' com' yet.

Rendall :
(Pollowing her into the room and closing $he door)
¥hy does dey come in so early?

Delilsh
(Contemptuously)
Oh! Jericho got tuh have er little nap. Dat guy is de
sleepinist thing eah evah did see.

Randall
Yo' know, Delilah, I always did wondah at a swell gal like
you tekin' up widé & country boy like that.

Delilah

Did yo'%?

- Randall
Yeah. I nevah could figgah it out. De only thing ah could
see, det you figgered he was a good thing, and you was gonna
git yours-~ whilst de gittin' was good.

Delilah
Randall

Yeah. Csase baby, a sweet momma like you, ain' gonna waste time
on nobody like dat Jericho.

Yeeh?

Delilah
(Provocatively)

What kinda men you reckon ah'm gonna waste time on¥
Rendall

A man like me
Delilah

¥hy you?
Randall

(Moving closer to her)
Cause ah'm yo' kind. I gambles, high, wide and handsome.

I bin places-- seen things,
; 7
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Delilah
%hat kinda things?

Randall
(Moying closer to her)
All kinds. But nevah nuthin' so nice as you.
(He ' sweeps her into his arms and kisses her)

ter a moment, pulling away)
andall, somebodeh might come in,

f ' Randall
assionately)

fBabeh, ah'm crazeh about you.
qﬁsu)
An you crazeh aboul me.

£ Delilah
How dn;@ you know that?

: ' (Confidently) .
Doan't yom think I bin' watchin' you fer er long time?
Don't yom think I bin' seein' dat you was gittin' fed up
wid dat bilg flat foot hick de canebrakes.

(He grabs her again)
Ain't day right, sugah?

/ . Delilah
You se pq_knuw all the answers.

J JEn Randall

Sure I'/does. lLook baby, I bin Bookin' for a smart gsl like
you all n!@i?,lifh. Why honey if we pooled our brains, they
ain'?ﬁnatﬁ&q{;kin stop us. We'd have the whole world {n a Jug.

/ [
L A Delilah
!cnh¥; howt /'

Look sugap,\I'm crazy 'bout you. You know that,. don't you?
And you're ‘ra:{.'bout me-=- I knows that. Now all we need is

& stake, | A real one. Then we can settle down. Take life easy.
You kifi guit 'this racketin' around with cheap prizefighters
and/p@e?h hb'the big time. You do love me don't you?

i (1] Tk Deasleh
Yﬁu’re;k& tRandell. I'm crazy 'bout you. I ain't never
loved nobody 'like you.
/ i}

Let 'n%é

il

4 \'  Randall
{Exultantly)
I kﬁ7ted it. 'he mindte I laid eyes on you I knowed you wes my kind.
| V' Delilah ‘

| Ybﬁ?‘in have ‘?baby- or anything I got.
7 ) (She brﬂi#n away from him)
Butv?p got to b¢ careful

! | /0




} Act 2 Scene 2

Randall

Cereful? Why?
Delilsh

Count o' Jericho.
Randall

(Hurt) y

I thought you said you loved me? \o
Delilah AR

1 do. Thass why we gotta be careful. He'd 'busy you in two.
Randall

(Leughing and patting his pocket) Vi
Doan worry 'bout dat., Ah got er little hustdn umahse'f babeh.,

Delilah L
Yeah, but if ah evah lef dat guy, all er Hahlgm would be aftuh
me. Dey things he's ole man Chris' hisse'f.’ ]

Randall !
(Stopping a moment) _
Das right. Dey do. But ah gotah little scheme.

i
i

Delilah

Vhat? -
Randall

Is you game to tak' er chance?
Delilch

On what?
Randall

On me. .
Delilsh

Ah bin takin' c hences on yuh, deddy, lovin' yuh dii way.
Randall

Den lissen babeh. Ah gotta ah ideah. PEut &h needs you to
help me carry it out. -

Delilah
Whut is it?
| Randall '
Dis fight is jus' a setup for dat boy, an't it?
Delilah

Des right. He sho' does figger to win. Deh zin' nuthin®
kin stop him but death,

Randall

(Shortly)
An us.

v
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Delileh
Whut yo' mean,-- an us?

Randall 2
He figgers to win, don' he? 4An' all Hahlem's goin' to town
on I:IL:l,mz ain' it? Wwell, sposin' he was to lose de fight? He

wouldn't be sech & big shot den, would he?
Delilah

Das right, but he ain' gonna lose.
Randall

Not unless we fixes it.
Delilah

How?
Randall

You git him to throw de fight.
Delilah

th den whut?
Rendall

Look babeh., If he throws de fight-- an we knows it, we kin
clean up. De wildcat is carryin' de shawt price tuhnight,
an' we kin git almos' anythin' fo' ouh moneh.

Delilah
(Puzzeled) -
But eposin' he do-- How does yo' an I come in?

Rendall \
Well, wid a g:cknt. full of sugeh, we begine tuh give out de
word dat he lay down. Das why yo' lef him. Yo' wouldn't
stay wid nobodeh dat'd throw uh fight. Wwhy, aftuh goin'
broke on him, Hahlem'll run 'im back to hell an' gonel

Delilah
Meybe yo' right?

Randall
I knows ah's right. W%hy mommuh, we can't miss.
(He pulls & roll of money out of his pocket)
Look! Ah got er lot of heavy sugeh we kin git down on duh
wildcat at er fancy price.

Delilah
(Whistles)
Vhere'd you git all dat.

Randall
(Expansively)
Mos' of ite mine. But part of it belongs to dembig shot
bamblehs down town.

Delilah

(Interested)
Yhut you doin' wid it?

/1
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Randall
Grandly)
Deh bets de way ah tell 'em.
Delilah

(Welking over to him and kissing him)
Boy yo' sho' is cute. (reaching into her stocking)
How 'bout bettin' some for me, since we 're partners.

Randall

(Teking her money)
Ye're more than that baby. ve're the team that's gonna parlay
& slew=-footed prizefighter into & bankroll bigger than the
Enpire State.

(Reaching for her)
C'mere to me.

(He givees her a long kiss)

Delileh
An you're the first man 1 ever loved enough to trust,
(Breaks away)
Goddam if this ain't sweet. I'1ll git rid of that trained ape
and clean up, besides.

Randall
(Suaug: her into his arms)
Sho' will, behs An 1t'll be me an' you, aftuh dat.
(He kisses her again)

Belilah
(Pushing him away, eand breathing heavily)

You bettah stop dat, now poppah, cause ah gottah think.

Randall
(Eagerly)
But kin you git him to throw de fight?
Delileh '
(Contemptuously) :
Ah got what he wants, an' to git it, he'll roll ovah an'
play dead.
| (Laughing) B
De man got taﬂ§o in one respec’'.
Delileh
How 'bout de Wildcat?
Randall

1 don seen 'im, Its all fix. He's willin' to play wid us.
But--=- how 'bout Horace?
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Delilah
(Contemptuously)
Ah does de managin' 'round here. Horace jus' a front.
(There is a noise in the hall)
Look out, here dey come.
(The door is flung open and Jericho amcompanied
by Horace and Uppity strides in)

Jericho
Hello, Sugah. Yuh sho' hyeah earleh.
Delilah
; (Negligently)
Yeah., I wanted tuh see if you was in good shape.
' Jericho

De bes ah eveh bin. Dat boy won't las' no time. Hello Randall.

Handall
Hyuh boy? I come in to' see how yuh look, befo! I puts mah
money down.

Jeriche
(Confidently)
Yo! ¢'n steht ocountin' yo winnin's son, cause de Wildcat
gonna take erlong res', aftuh de firs' roun'.

Horace
Das de truf, Randall. Dis man bin usin' up sparrin' partners
by de cawload. ,

ity
(Coming duwggp
C'mon Jericho, yuh gottuh git some res'.

Randall
(Moving to door)
Well, ah be clearin' out den. So long, Jericho., Ah'll
be seein' yo'.

Horace
Wait a minute, Randall, Ah'll go wid yo'. Jericho gonna
take er little sleep annyhow, :

Uppity
ke too. Ah'm gonna git me sompin' tuh eat.

Jericho
(Laughing) :
Das de eatinist man ah eveh did see. Das all he do-~- is eat.
(Turning to Delilah) :
Doan' leave yet, babeh. 4Ah ain' seen yuh fo' so long, ah'm
crazeh wid lonesomeness.
(The three men begin to exit)

Randall
See yuh aftuh de fight. Goodnight Miss Delilah,

- Horace
Doan stay up too long, Jericho.

i
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Uppity
(Warningly)
Watch yo'! sef, Champ.
. (Exit)

Jericho
(Dancing around)
Hot damm. Ah sho feels good. Dat trainin' is uh pain an'
uh tribulashun. Uh man doan git no time tuh pleasuh 'isse'f.

Delilah
Des all yo' thing about. Fleasurin' yose'f,

Jericho

(Contemptuously)
Helll! Ah kep tellin' Horace ah didn't need tuh train so
hahd fo' dis boy-=- he's too easeah. Das de hahdes! Haided
man ah evah did see. FKeep yellin' 'bout, ah had tuh be in
baid earleh, Lak &h was some babeh chile.

(Sitting on the edge of the table)
C'mere sugah.

Delilsah
(Coming over slowly)
Yo! bettah cut out dis foolishness. Yo' gottah fight on yo!
hans.

Jericho
Whut de hell diffunce dat make? God dam' babeh, ah sho' did
miss yuh. How come yuh didn't come see me mol?

Delilah
(Sullenly)
Ah was busyeh.

. Jericho
(Guffawing)
Busyeh? W¥het de hell yo' got tuh be so bueeh erbout? Spendin!
money, an' cabahretin',-- das whut.

Delilah
(Definitely)
Well-=Sposin' ah was.

Jericho
Hell, ah doan' kyeer sugah. GSpen' all yo' wante. Das whut
hits fur. Dese two fisses kin make plenteh mo' fo' yuh.
Das whut dey fer. But &h did miss yuh, honey.

Delilsh
Yas. Das whut dey &all says.

: Jericho

(Leughing)
Lissen honey, Aftuh die fight ah ain't gonna fight no mo fo'
er long time. Ah'm gonna take me er good res'. How 'bout
me and you goin' back to my home town an' building the church.
like you said?

Fen
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Delilah
Where yo' gonna git all de doughto do dat?

Jericho
Shux. Ain' we mekin' ernoff fum dis fight? Wen we gits
broke, we'll come back, and den ah'll fight again'.

Delilah
Das whut yo' think. Ev'rytime yo' gits two dolluhs in go'
pocket, yo' git drunk rich. %e ain't gonna have so much
lef, a?tuh we takes care of Horace, an' de trainin' camp
ixpenses.

Jericho
: (smiling)
Oh. Ch. Dere ghe %o again. Yellin' foh mo dough. Mol
dough. ko' dough

Delilah
Yas, because ah'm de one got tuh manage it. You don't think
all dis etruttin up and down Lenix Avenue in & new suit evah
da;, buyin' dem graftin' guys drinks doan cost dough? Hell,
yo' easeh.

Jericho
Ah'm easeh fo' yo', babeh.

Delilah
(Suddenly)
Look=~ &ah got er little proposishun dat'll make us mo'
dough on dis fight.

Jericho
(Surprised)
You has. Whuts dati?
Delilah
De wildcet made us proposishun.
: Jericho
(Surprised)
De Wildcatl
Delilsh

Sure. Now lcok. He's carryin' de shewt price, cause yo'
figgers to win. Now ef you was to lay down, and we was to
bet seccutly on de Wildcat, we could clean up. Anden you
could take un real res'.

Jericho
(Amazed) ‘
Honey, yo' ain' eser'us, is yuh?

Delilah
(Nonchalently)
Why not? Yuh wants dough, don't yo'? And aftuh det we git
anuther mstch wid do Wildcate~ wid him carryin' de long price==
an' dat time yo' give him de works. An' we cleans twice.

/&
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Jericho
(Shaking his head slowly)
Delilah, dis doan soun' lek yo' tawkin.

Delilah
VWell, it is me. An wid my own good mouth. Ah done tole him
we do it.

vericho
(Flaring up)
You whut?
. Delileh
(Defiantly)
Ah tole him de deal wuz okay.
Jericho
(Indignantly)
You crazeh wooman. Ah ain't layin' down fo' nobodeh.
Delilah
Yo's doin' whut ah tells yo!
Jericho

Look. YO' mus' be nuts. Yo' think ah'm thowin' away msh
g00d repertashun=--
Delilah
(Derisively)
Whut de hell yo' tawkin' 'bout! Yo' good repertashun. Evvey
thing you is, you is account o' me. 5

Jericho
(Holding out his hands)

Ah guess yo' sits on dese two fisses an' tells meh when tuh hit?

Delilsh
Naw. But ah picks who tuh hit. An' Gats mo' impotent. Now
ah'm tellin' yo' when tuh stop hittin'-- an' dats tonight!

Jericho
(Stubbernly)
Now lookayere, Delilsh, Doen staht dat! 'Cause ah ain't
layin' down to no wiliéat.

Delilah
Lissen tuh me. Evvy thing you owns in dis worl' ah gotcha. I
made you--an' by God, if you don't do like I tells yo' I'll
unmake you.

Jericho ,
Wooman you mus be thinkin' yo' God Almighty.

Delilah
1 don't have to be to be your boss. Ah'm runnin' things
'roun' yere.

Jericho
(Emphatically, shsking his head)
Not dis time. 4Ah ain' layin' down.

17
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Delilah
Yous doin' lek ah tells yo'.

Jericho
Tein't no use awguin' wid meh, Delilah, &h ain' gonna do 1it.

Delilah
; (Rieing)
Well-- Ckay. Das dat. So long big boy.
(Starting to go)

Jericho
(Suspiciously)
Whar' you goin'?

Delilsh
Whuts dat tuh you?

Jericho
(Placatingly)
Aw honey doen be dat way.

Delilah
(Venomously)
Look’ out-~- lemme pass. Teke er good look, big boy, dis de
las time yo' gonna see me., .
Jericho
(Detaining her)
Aw honey, liesen, ah can't throw de fight. .ll dem people
Eg in Hahlem is bettin' on me. Ah can't do 'em no trick
ke dat.

Delilah

(Turning on him)
vhut de hell did dey even do fo' yo', 'ceptin' drink yo!
likkuh an' borrow dough? But God dammit, I went to the front
for yuh, invested mah hahed earned dough tuh git yub s tahted.
An' now, when 1 aske yuh tuh de er little thing like dis--
yo! quits. An' why, cause yo' big haid is so swole up wid
yer own impotance its a wondah it don bus'. Vell, go haid
down throw de fight., Let de guys roun' Hahlem run aftuh
yuh pluckin' at yo' coat tails hollerin' "Champ". But yo'
gonna be walkin' alone, cause dis gal is thoo.

(She wrenches away from him and starts to exit.

He rushes to stop her)

: Jericho ,
Honey=~ you jokin' juh doan meen it.
Delilah
Leume puss.
Jericho

~ (Detaining her)
Aw bebeh, waite- dosn go honey. Delilah, sugah. You wouldn't
walk out on me lak dis. Ah'd be los' widout yuh. !

Delilah

You doén need me no mo. You knows all de an Sdah
Go.haid. Git outte mah way. ; suhs yo'se'f.
/
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Jericho
(Pleading)
Babeh, &h can't. Ah can't let you go dis way.
Delilah

Yuh knows how tuh keep me.

Jericho
(Protesting)
- But Bhux= ah wouldn't be able to look pepul in face aftuh
ah done 'em a trick like det. An' made 'em lose all dey dough.

Delilah
How 'bout all de moneh you won 'em already. an' how 'bout us.

A Jericho
(Pleading)
Ah know-- but honey.
: Delilah
Well come on den, lemme go.
Jericho
(wildly)
No. No. ih can't do dﬂt’ either,
Delileh

(Feeling her wvictory)
C'mon ole babeh boy 71 meke up yo' min'. Whets it gonna be?
Thowin' de fight an' me-- or winnin' widout me?

Jericho
(Looking into her face end reading her determination)
Oe.K. you wins., What roun' mus' ah lay down in?%

Delilah
(Stops a moment)
De foth .
(Dully) Jericho
Du
How 'bout Horece?
Delilah

(Viciously)
Keep yo' mouth shet tuh him., What he doan know, dosn' hurt
him. An' rembah, ef you fo'gits-- dis woman is gonne be long
BoLe .

Jeriche
Doen' worreh.

Delilah .
Ah _go' tuh go an git down some bets. 4h'll see yo' aftuh
de fight,

- Jericho
C.Ke (She exits. He sits for & moment with his head

/7
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Jericho (continued)
(in hands. Slowly he pegls off his coats
Heaches heavily down to untie & shoe. Ilie
sighs. There is & knock on the coor.

Jericho
(Dully)

Who dere?
Voice

There's a man out here to see Jericho Tucker.

» Jericho

Who he?

Voice

He say his name is Eddy Taylor. He says he's from his
honie town.

Jericho
(Jumping up delightedly)

(He runs to the door)

Boyl Come in yeahl
(Eddy enters. He is very dark and small.
He wears & derby and appears confused.
He grins embarressedly. In his hand he
carries the Bible we have seen in ict 1.)

Eddy

Eddeh.

Howdy, Jer'cho.

Jericho
(Pounding him on back)
kddeh. God damm]! Ah'm gled tuh see yuh. Whut dub hell yuh
doin' way up heah?

Eday
- ( Twisting his hat)
Ah comed tuh see yuh fightl

Jericho
(Amazedly)
Yuh mean tuh tell me dat you come all dis way tuh see me fight?
Sho did. 3
Jericho

Well ah'll bedamm! Boyl Ah sho am glad tuh see yuh. Ah '
bin so lonesome fo' somebodeh fum home, ah could bus' out cryin'.

(Simply)
Yeah? Ve missed you too.

vericho

(Eagerly) '
How is evvabodeh? How's mah Paw?
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Aet 2 - Scene 2

Eddy
Prouder'm Pouter Pigeon.
Jericho
*Bout who? :
Eddy
'Bout youl
g Jericho

You mean tuh say he ein' mad at me no mol He ein' mad
at me fo' comin up yeah &n fightin'?

Eddy
Nad? :
(He laughs)
Das all dat ole man tawk erbout, you an yo' fightin. He say
duh Lawd gived yuh all dat strenk. Looka yeah
(He holds out the bible)
Look whut he sent yuh.

Jericho
(Takes it slowly, reverently)
Duh bibul! Dubh bibul dat he presch duh word fum for fawty yeahs!

Fddy
Yas suh, dats duh one. Tole me tuh fin' yuh &an' tell yuh det
yuh lef' home so quick yuh mustta fohgot hit. '

Jericho
Dis duh bibul dut he snatch outte mah han de night he give
me hell in de dance halll Dis de bibul de folks down in
Fayatte sgy got uh spell on it. Dat kin wuk miracles!

Eddy 3
Das de one== &n boy &h sho am glad tuh git shet uh dat thing.
Ah sho wouldn't res' easy wid dat thing hangin' roun!

Jericho
Shux dis dubh bes' luck thing in duh worl' ef mah pew give it
to yuh. Wid dis thing in mah han' ah can't lose.

’ Lddy
You ain' los yet, is yuh-- an yuh didn' huve it wid yub.
¢ Jericho
Nope~= but now-- &h sho do feel bettah havin' this ewo'd
by mah side.

Eddy - _
Yas, dat an yo' paws prayers. ¥hy boy eveh time you goes in
into duh ring yo' paw prays fo'! yo'.
y Jericho
( Turning)
He do¥

. Eddy
Sho do. Dat men ein' missed uh fight yet, wid his praying
and his call'nm on duh Lawd fo' yuh
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Act 2 - Scene 2 ,

Jericho
(Striding up and down the room)
So das hit! 5o das hitl

Eddy
Yhuts hit?

Jericho
Oh Eddeh dis is uh sign. Uh sign fum mah Lewd and meh Paw,
Hit wuz mah paws preyers win all dese fights. ah knowed
hit wuz sompin' lak dat.

Eday
How come yuh know dat.

Jericho
(Locking around)
Ah ain' tole none of dese people up yere-- Citeh folks
wouldn't ondehstan'. But evvy time ah climbs into de ring
ah heahs ef voice whisperin'. Okey son, yuh gonna win.
An ah does

Eddy
(Awe=-striken)
Nah Gawd, yo' bin hearin' speeritzs.

Jericho
(Jumping up)
Ah bin byearin' meh paws voice-- das whut. An duh Lawd Almighty
sent yuh tuh tell me jus' in timel

Eddy
(Indignantly) .
¥hut yuh mean duh Lawd-- Ah took and won dis travelin' money
in uh . erap gemel

Jericho
- (Quickly)
Det doan' make no diffunce. De Lawd has got mahstyros ways.
Lissen, befo' yo' walk in here ternight, ah was gonna thow
de fight, cause Delilah devu. meh intuh it. 3She was gonna
quit me ef ah didn't. But yous uh sign! A sign fum Jesus
an' nmah Pawl ' ;

(Horror atricken!
Boy yuh can't thow dat fight. Why, all dem people back in
Fayette is bettin' dere las nickel on yuh,

, Jericho
(Firmly)
Ah knows dat. Yous right. An ah ain' gonna. Delilsh er
no Delilah, :

P

- Eddy
Eut whut yuh gonna tell her?

=L
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Act 2 Scene 2

Jericho

(Thinking a moment, then reaching into

his trousers)
¥oneh tawk wid dat wooman. MNoneh an nuthin' else but. See
dis dough. She doan know ah got dat, fur signin' sompin'
dat ah lsk tuh smoke somkin' er nuther cigarettes. Now look
eddy. Yo' take dis dough an' git out in dat gren' stan an'
pick me up some bets., Hang roun' de gate, whar' de big
shota'll be-=- ‘

L’!

How ah'm gonna know tuh bet wid who?

Jericho
(Stopping a moment)
Das right. ARh'1l1 fix dat up. Ah'll have Horsce sen' someone
wid yuh tuh pint out de biz gaembluhs,.
(He goes to the door and calls)
Horacel Horacel

Horace
(Running in)
Whuts de mattuh?

Jericho
(Besides himself with happiness)
Ain' nuthin' wrong. Evvything right. Look, dis is mah fren'
Edduh{ fum down home. Ie comed &ll dies wey tuh see me knock

duh Wil'cat end ovah appertite tuhnite.
Horace
(Huffily) .
Is dat all? Howdy eddy.
Jericho
(Laughing)

Das mo'n yuh know. Lock Horace, take dis boy an' pint out de
big shoV gembluh tuh him. FKe wants tuh do er little bettin'.
Ain' give him er pess tuh git back heah, aftuh de fight.

: Horace

(Protestingly)
Hell Jer'cho. De newspaper boys'll be back here an' we
won't have no room---

Jericho
(Firmly patient)
Give duh boy er pess lek ah tole yuh. Dis yer is mah bes'
fren'. He comed carryin' me duh bes message ah evah had.

Horace
Okay. Ah'm Bled it was good nevis.

Jericho
Good newsl It was uh hol' brass band eh angels, playin' swing it.
(Jericho puts bible under pillow and lies down)

CURTAIN




JERICHO
ACT 2 SCENE 3

TIME: Night

SCENE: The exterior of the general store in
Jericho's home town. Al.L that can be
seen of the store is the porch, which
rune back diagoneally up left. Upright
posts hold a sagging roof over the
porch, a flight of wide steps leads to
the porch. A dusty road winds up to,
and past the steps. The scene isg 1lit
only by yellow, mellow light streaming
from windows of the store, and & few
oil lamps hung on the posts. At
rise, we see & group of negroes about
the store. GSome of them loll about,
others lean on posts, etc. One le&ns
against the jam of the door. A small
knot of them are clustered around &
radio set, which emits squawks, music, etc.

Blue Gum
(To man fooling with r:dio)
Lemme see kin ah wuk duh thingl

Tom
(As radio plays some music)
Chi Oh! yuh done got some musice=

BElue Gum
Ah ain' comed all dis way tuh heah no music. Come on boy,
see kain't yuh fin' out sompin 'bout duh fight.

Joo
(At set)
Ah'm doin' de bes' ah kin,

Wooman
Ah bet dat boy gonna be skeered tuh def' front o' all dem
wite folks.

Blue Gum

(Indignantly)
¥hol Jericho? Dat boy ain' skeered o' nuthin. Ah seen
Kist' Chahlly Jonson dis mawnin', an' he say dat boy gonna
be champion of de worl' some day.

 Woman
¥Whut Mr. Jonson know, he tawk so big?

Elue Gum
(Amazed)
Whut Kist' Jonson know? He say wen' he wuz up Nawth, das
all dey tawks erbout is Jer'co.
(Radio set lets out & sqguawk

A Joe
(inmpatiently)
Dis thing is uh pein an' uh tribulashion. 24



ACT 2 - SCENE 3

Blue Gum

L emme see kin ah do somepin' wif it.

| Tom

Go haid Joe, leave Blue Gum, tampun' wid it uh wile.

Joe
(Resigning his place) ,

Go haid ole hahd haid. Bus' de thing, effen yuh wantstuh. )

Wooman

Lookout, yeah come Pastuh Tucker.

Blue Gum
(Tinkering with set)
Hesh up all dat tawkin'. Ah gotta yeah what ah'm doin’'.

Radio
(After « few squawks)
And so, ladies and gentlemen, we ah all set for the main
event of the eveninge--

Blue Gum : (The ANNOUNCER continues 4n
(Proudly) an undertone as the other
Dar she is, ah tole yuh lemme characters comment)

gsee kin ah do it
-a fight that promises to be
Joe one of the most excit
Hegh up, ole loud mouf an' battles ever stuged in the East.
leave us yeah duhman,

Announcer
The fifteen round bout between Jericho Tucker, pride of the
South, and idol of Hearlem, and Wildecct Thompson, that tearing,
alanhing, heavyweight from the plains. These two boys are right
on edge. (It wont be long before the fight is under way) and)
The men around the radio draw closer, the
Pastor stands in the road an isolated figure)

Tom (Announcer continuing)
Lawd, &h sho hopes dat There's been very little
boy wins. Ah bet mah las betting on this fight because
buck on 'im. these boys are so evenly metched.
The Wildcat has looked betier em
Blue Gum in training than he has looked
Doan worreh 'bout dat. Dat in his long career in the ring.

bucks ez good a8 in duh bank.

Announcer
I wish you could all see this sight. Fifty thousand people
are packed into this huge bowl--

Joe (Announcer continuing in undertone
Mah Gawd-=- Dat shush is eh mess They're” crowded into every nook
eh peopull and corner of the place. Some
of them have been here since
Blue Gum before nooh, struggling to get
Hesh up, iggnunt, and let the into this arena just to be whthas
man tawk. to this promised all time claunig

of th *
it e squared ring
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ACT 2 SCENE 3

Announcer

Little pin points of light can be seen etretching away into
the darkness. Every now and then, fur off there one flares
up, and you know that @ brother in the bleechers is lighting
& cigarette. The ringside is filled with leaders from all
walks of life. GStuge, screen, radio and business stars are
represented. The political Llife of the nation is sitting
here. Party lines and ambitions forgotten in anticipation
of this great fight.

(A roar from the crowd)

(The ammouncer's voice grows more excited)

The wildcat Jjust came into the ring. = looks great. Ve're
waiting for Jericho now. The crowd is atient, eager for
it to begin.

(Another loud roar from the crowd)
Jericho is just climbing into the ring. He is followed by
his manager Horace Williams, emoking his inevitable 'seegar.

Blue Gum (Announcer continuing)
Uh! Unt The Wildcat is sitting in hie
corner, amiling confidently and
Joe waving at his friends at th
(Impatiently) ringsice.
Hesh up, ole loud mouf'.
Announcer

The photographers are in the ring taking the boys' pictures.
Just a minute, they're introducing someone. I switch you up
to the ringside so you can get it.

(A fer away voice cries, "Ladies and Gentlemen, the Heavyweight
Chﬂmpion of the Woild, K«0Os Hothstein."

That wae K.O.Rothstein, ladies and gentlemen, the champion of
the world. The photographers heve finished and they're clearing
the ring. The referee ie calling the boys to the center of the
ring for final instructions. Jericho has just taken off &
maggif%cent bathrobe all done in scarlet and white and he locks
wonderful.

Pastor (Announcer continuing)
(Beginning to pray) He looks like & man who knows
- Oh Lawd, help mah po' boy he has & tough job ahead of him
terfiight. Help him Lawd, cause and 1s ready for it. The wildcat
his daddy ain' wid 'ih, an' is bracing elf against the
he needs yuh Lawd. ropes eagerly awaiting the bell

that will send him forth to
victory or defeat.

Announcer
Stand by now, the big fight is almost ready to begin.
Pastor Pas i (Announcer continuing)
Help ' im Lawdj put strenk Wait & minute Jericho's mansger
in his ahms, and courage in his is conferring with one of the
hahat. Ah wuz wrong Lawd tuh Judges who in turn is calling

let 'im go wid anguh in his heaht over "hitey Gordon the referee

Lawd. He needs yuh Lawd, Doan :?d the referee has just called
: me §
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ACT 2 SCENE 3

Pastor (continuing) (Announcer continuing)
fo' sake yuh son in his I imagine it has something to do with
houh-- last minute adjustments of Jericho's

fighting togs, &nd very shortly the
£ight will Demew=

Announcer
(With suppressed excitement in his voice)
Ladies and gentlemen! Jericho, that simple man from the South,
is kneeling in his cormer, his hands uplifted, praying to his
God for victoryl

Pastor (Announcer continuing)

(In a louder voice) There is laughter in the bleachers.
Lif' 'is han' Lawd, so This is & new sight to some of thes
dat he might smite duh ring crowd but the old timers are
philustine. You's in 'is remembering the late Tiger Flowers.

hahat Lawdl He done yeered yuh Some of the fans are hooting, there
call tuh 'im. Git in his ahms, 1is an impatient shuffling of feet,
Lawd. Lead 'im lek yuh led but Jericho kneels in his corner
duh chillun of Izzel outta his arms outstretched in silent
bondage intuh duh promise Len'. prayer., A stillness is stealing
: over the arena. The crowd realizes
now vy this man's earnestness that
this is no publicity gag.

4 Announcer
This huge crowd is silent out of deference to this men's tremendous
faith. Jericho, the man who knows that without God's help, his
cause is lost, has cast a spell over this huge mulitude. %hn
crowd is hushed-~-gsilente--

Pastor : (Announcer continuing)

Give him yo' strenk, Lawd, In the next few moments we will

he callin' on yuh. Help him pause for station identification.

tuh win Lewd, and den, make —————— -This is station WXXY of the

him come on home tuh see 'is Capitol EBEroadcasting Chain. We are

ole daddy. Ah's loneleh Lawd. bringing you this fight through the

Lonelah in mah ole age. Yous' courtesy of the mekers of that

punished meh fo' mah pride in invineible champion of the road the

{uhr an' mah haughty ways an' 1937 Bilerritz special. The car

uv'! of yuh. Ah fo'got dat ah car that has the flash that is needed

was duh shepe'd an' shudda led to make & cheampion,the endurance of

mah boyeh-== ; & marathon runner and the speed of
the 100 yard dash.,-----Here we are
back in the Bowl, ladies and ggntln-
men. Jericho iatguat rising from
his communion with his God and the
fight will be on in just a matter of
seconds. The crowd is leaning for-
ward as one men, waiting for the bell
that will send these two men teating
into each other like two devasting
instruments of death.
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ACT 2 - SCENE 3

; Announcer
This is the most impressive thing I've ever seen. People
way back in the twelfth row are talking in whispers. Listen
closely. The only thing to be heard is the clatter of the
pressmen's typewriters &s they flash this great human story
to their papers.

(¥e hear the excited, impatient clatter

of telegraph keys and typewriters)

Pastor (Announcer continuing)

Ah'm old, an' ah'm weareh. This is & fight in which

An' ah'll so'n be comin' home ~ anything can happen. Jericlho

to yuh Lawd. Lemme see 'im befo' has everything to win by

dat angul call. Lemme see 'im eradicating the wildcat.

mah boy, Lawd Pefo' dat trumpet The Wildcat will help himself

blow. very much if he cun succeed

( Thru the loudspeaker we in exploding this mythicsal

hear the insistent clame phantom {rom the South.
oring of the bell, calling Both boys are standing in
'"tie' there is a mighty their corners waiting for the
roar from the crowd. The bell .=~

announcer's voice grows more
excited. The scene begins

to black out, and house lights
begin to come on, slowly)

Pastor : (Announcer continuing)

(Sinkirnig to his knees) -And there's the belll Both
. Quah fatheh who art in heaben, boys dash to the center of
hallowed by thy name. Thy kingdon the ring. Jericho leads with
come, Lhy will be doneee=-= & left, The Wildcat ducks.

He's short with a right to
the body. The Wildcat leads
with & left. Jericho is in
close, with short chopping
blows to the jaw. He's
following the Wildcat from
pillar to post battering him
mercilessly with those cruel
Jabbing lefts und rights to
the body to the fact to the
midsection.
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ACT THRER
SOENE ONE

The living room of the home of
Delilah and Yericho, in New York

ity.
Ehl room is furnished with an eye
to gaudiness, rather than anything
else. There are red fringed lamps
about, sofa, chairs, eto. A wine
dow is usbey it looks out on the
gtreet, A door %o the hall is rse.,
another door up L.y, leads to a bedroonm,
door uspeOeres loads to the kitchen.
At rise, the stage is deserted. There
is a lamp burning neat & chair. A
key is heard in the looks Jericho
enters with Eddy, Horaoce, and Uppity.

Jeriche
(Looking around)
(Calling Delilah)
Look lak she out,

Horaoe
'Course ghe oute~ gshe waitin' in the Sweet Time Cabaret, lak
ah tole yuhs C'meon,

Jerisho
(sits) ,
Lawde= ah sho am tirede~ dat fightin' business is a paini

Uppity
(Anxiously)
Whuts de mattuh yuh newvah usta git tired.

Jaricho
(Wearily)
Oh, dey ain' nuthin' de mattuh Uppny- Ah jes wants tuh take
a little res' == das all.

Horaoe
Whuts th' mattuh with yo's Boy, does you realize dat winnin' to-
night make us big shots in Hahlem?

Jericho
Uh huhe= say Horace, wen doos we ocollect deh money fo' de fight?

Horace
Soons as dey counts up=- in a couple er days-- What de mattuhe-
is yo' gittin' lak Delilah, Thinkin' *bout money all de time?

Eddy
(Who has been wandering around, looking
adniringly at the »
Say Jer'oco dis is er placel Doan look }ike dat little
bungerlow yo' usta live in wid yo' paw. Mansuh, look dat
Mardi Oras Lamp}

S
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Jericho

Look Horace, sposin' yo' an Uppity go on tuh duh Cabarate-
ah wants tuh tawk tuh Eddy uh little~- we'll come on aftuh
yuh latuh}

Horaoe
Hell, whut yo' got tuh tawk erbout, on uh night lak dis?
Dem pesople is waitin' fo' yuh. Dey gonna raise hell ef yuh
doan show up.

Jericho
Das all rightee Ms an' Eddeh got er lot to tawk ovahe- "bout
de home folks=- go haid Hormoe, we be wid yuh in eh little
wile.

Horace
(Rising)
Okay== but doan be too longe C'mon Uppity.
(Uprity rises and accompanies Horace to the door)

Jeriocho
Sy long, ah'll be seeln' yuh in er "bout half hour. 4An
Horaoe=- of Delilah ax yo' whar' I ame= tell her ah'll be
erlong latuhl

Horace
0«Ks 4An lissen=~ of dose nowspaper boys show up yere-- yuh
keep yo' mouth ghut, Remembah yo' does de fightin' an' ah
does de tawkin',

Jarishe
Set down Eddye~ an res' yo' sef.

Eady
(Feeling into his pockets)
Hol" on-nhm‘ gindyuhl.ll dat dough dat yuh won fum de

betsl

(He hauls out a fistful of money)
Manguh=- ah ain' never seen so many bucks in all mah 1ife.
Whar' yo' reckon dem people git all dat money?

Jerioho
(Laughing)
Shux, boy dat ain' money=~ tlu just ohicken feed in dis mans=
tomm, Dem big gambluhe is deh one wid bucks=-
(Chuckles)
Ah bet dey clean "em & mess eh moneh on dis fight, tonight,

Rddy
(Smoothing out bills)
Look at dis sweet William hundred dollah billl Doyl Does
yuh know, but das de firs' hundred dollah bill ah ewah did
gee== an ah ain' thought ah would evah see onel

Jericho

(Handing it o him)
Hyar Eddy, yuh bettah take some of dise- cause wen Delilah
git her hang" on ite- it gonna be long gone.
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ACT 3 « SCENE 1

Bady
(Overtaken with surprise)
But boy, dis is vh hundred dollahsi

Joricho
Dat ain' mueh in dis paht of deh eountry. Yuh kin spen' dat
in uh night an' still be er little shot.

Rady

Not mel Look out, dis money done made me fum uh sparrer ine-
tuh uh Bagle an' ah sho gonna flyl Butee whut de hell Delilah
gonns say, yo' passin’ all dese bucks onto me?

Jericho
Das jus' whut got me worred. Whut de hell Delilah gonma
say-- She gonna be so' ag hell "bout me not thow in dat fightl

Eday ,
Ohe Ohe Ah done fo'got dat mahse'f,.

Jerieho

(8ighing)
Sweet Jesus-- dat woman sho is a pain sometinel

Eddy
(Phiflosophieally)
All wimming is pelns. Look Jer'ee whyn't yo' tell her yuh
kinda fo'gotl

~ Jericho
Ohe Ohe Dat wouldn't goe. Dey ain' no fo'gittin wid dat
WOnMEN e

Bddy
Is dat whut got yo' so worried?

, Jerioho
Uh huhe Das why ah comed yere. 'steaduh goin' tuh de cabaret.
Ah knowed she wouldn't be yere.

Eddy
Whut yo' reckon she doin'?

. Jericho
Ay doan knowee but man, yuh kin bet yo' Oreat Gawd hits plen=
tah, Ah gho' got tuh think me up somethin',
(There's the sound of a key in the doors
Jericho jumps up)
Sweet Josus, yere sis oomel BEddeh, maybe yuh bettuh go out
de bagk do' an' wait foh me at de Babaret=- 134th Street an'
Lenix Avenue.

Eddy
(Quickly grabbing his hat)
Olay== ah hopes yuh eome out all right.

(Jerioho quickly opens the door leading to
the kitohen and goes in with him. As he
does, Delilah enters. She looks around
for a m'mute, goes to the door, calls out
to Randall)
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ACT 3 « SOENE 1

Delilah
(Looking around and then calling into hall)
Dere aln' nobodeh heah, Randall, Watch de hall $ill ah gits
mah thinge.
(She turng back into the rooms as she
does, Jericho re-enters. They oone
front one another for a moment)

Jericho
 (Weakly)
Hellon, honey.
Delilah
Don' hello me yo' double orossin' bastard.
Jericho
Aw sugahe=
Delilah

(Attempting to push past him)
Git de hell outta mah way.

Jericho
Now, babeh, ah couldn't help mahse'f,

Delilah
Is dat go? Welles ah cain't help mahse'f walkin' outta dis
dump, either,

Jericho
Aw gugah, yo' ain't mean dat,

Delilah
Wait an' see, (Delilah gets bag from room)

Jericho
(Pleadingly)
Wait a minute honey, lemme tell yuh how do thing happened.

Delilah
ah ain' wanta heah, 4h thoo lissenin' tuh yo' open dat big
ape mouth of yos's

Jericho
Vait a mioute, Delilahs Doan' tawk dat erway.
(He produces money)
Looka all de dough ah won, bettinl

Delilah
(Seorafully)
Yuh doan oall dat dough? What "bout all de money ah logte=
wen yuh double oross me.

Jeriecho
(Holding out money)
Wiell yers y'are sugah,=- ah'll make up de res' tuh yo's.

. P e Dnl!.hh ;
Yuh ain ¢ makis' up tuh me== "eause ah' theo, Ah toleyuh
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Delilah
(cont.)

ah was thoo ef yo' orossed me-- an' ah am,

Jericho g

(wilaly)

Delilah honey-- doan leave me lak dis-- ah cain't fight wid-
out yuh-- ah kain' do nuthin' without yuh. Doan yuh lowve me
no mo' honey.

Delilah
(Vieiously)
Love yuh} :
(She laughs)
Yuh mus' be erazeh, Ah nevah did love yuh!
Jericho
But honey, all dese yeahs--
Delilsh

Yas, all dese yeahs. An fur whut, fur whut! Fur yo' to th'w
all tuk hell Eecause yuh hell "cause yuh so dammed ignunt.

~ Jericho
(Bewildered)
Whut yuh mean,

Delilah
Yuh don' think ah lived wid yuh 'cause ah loved yuh, did yuh?
1% was for bucks, mopney-- all ah could git' fum yuh, Aftuh to-
night, ah had de whole world by de tail, «f yuh would done ah
tole yuh,

Jericho
(Beginning to realize she means it%)
Yuh mean tuh say dats all yuh wanted fum meh-- des money.

Delilah
Das all., Das all yuh had. But yuh ain't gonna have no mo',
'Ceuse big boy, yours plenteh washed up in dis mans town.

Jericho
Whut de hell yuh mena-- washed up®

Delilah
Yuh doan think Randall Johmson, and all dem big time gambluhs
gonna let yuh git away wid dis, does yuh?

Jericho
(Moving eloser to her)
Whut deh hell Randall Johmson got to do wid dis?

Delilah
Flenteh!

Jericho
Whut yo' mean, plenteh?



ACT 3 - SCENE 1

Delilah
Jes dat. Randsll Johnson mah man.
Jericho
{ Dumbfounded)
Yuh bin two timin' mel
Delilah
(Taunting him)

Ah ain' nevah one timed yuh, Wen yuh was in de trainin'
camps ah was out-- spendin' yo' dough! Wen yuh come near
me-- ah was thinin' er Randall, Wen yuh put yo' dirty
hans' on me-- ag ¢lose mah eyes an think er him.

Jericho
Yo' dirty strumpet! Mah paw was rightl

Delilah
Yo' paw. Whut de hell he know. Ef yuh love him so bad--
why in hell yuh Goms up here. Whyn't yuh stay down south
whar' yo' belongs.

Jericho :
Two timin' me-- takin' mah dough an' givin' hit to dat dirty
pimp.

Delilah
(Deflantly)
Yas=-- an ah wouldda gived him mo-- all ah couldda git mah
hans on.

Jericho
(Starting for her)
Yo' done glve him de las "cause ah'm gomnna ckocke
scme o' dat meanness outta yuh - ah'm gonna--
(Rendall has entered unobtrisively,
he has a gun in his hands)

Randall
(Quietly)
Hold on, big boy,.
(Jericho whirls)
it back, before this thing goes off.
(Jericho stands locking at hik)

Jericho v
Yo' dirty pimp. So das how hit is. Takin' mah money, an'
mah wooman tool

Randall
(Basily) _
Ah'm takin' yo' wooman, 'Cause yuh ain't gonna have no use
for her no wmore.

Delilah
Tell him Randall.

Yuh doan think dem wite gambluhs gomna let yuh git away wid
dis== do yuh big boy?

vb-



Jericho
(Elowly)
White gambiuhs,

Randall
(Quietly)
Yo' yeerel me. All dem big shots went broke on yuh
and dey out tu git yuh. Yuh crossed dem boy, an' a man
doan git tuh oross dem but once.

Jericho
Whut de hell yuh mean?

Randall
Ah give cut de word when yo' said you'd lay down-- en’ now--
its jus'" too bad,
(Toe Delilah)
Come on, honey, les git goin'.

, Delilah

(Starting to go, then stopping)
Wait a minute Randall. He got & mess er money dat he won,
bettin' on hicse'f., ke ain't gonna need it-- whar' he goin'
ovvything free dere.

Randall
Das right.
(To Jericho)
Keep dem hans' up.,
(To Delilah)
AR'1l hol' de gun on him, honey, reach in lis pockets and
git de dough.

(Jerioho locks at them like e wounded lion.
Delilah walks over to him, and starts to
reach in his pockets. He suddenly grabse
her, pushes ber in to Randall and makes a
leap for him, He grapples with him and
the men go down, Delilah locks on for a
moment like a caged pantheress. Suddenly
Jericho gets up, the gun is in his hands.
He fires omce, Randall sinks to the floor.
Vericho loocks at him dazedly)

Delilah
(Shrieking)
Randall! Randalll Oh my Gawd! Randalll

(She rusk .z %o him, he is lifeless,
There is a growing murmur of yvoices

~ 4in the hall., Jericho looks arcund
helplessly for a moment. Then,
throwing the pistol on the floor, quick-
ly runs out the back way.)

Policel! Folice! Police!l
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ACT THREE
SCENE T¥O

The living room in the home of Pastor Tucker
in the south. Up back, right, is a door 13&5ing

to a porch which faces the dusty road which

winds past the house. Up back left, & window

Near the window is an o0ld fashioned sideboard,

containing a few cut glass trinkets. Down right

is a door leading to the pastor's bedroom. Center

stage there is & round table. On the table is an oil lamp
and an old bivle well worn. The walls are hung

with colored lithographe of a religious nature.

There is & calendar stuck up over the sideboard.

Near the table is an old fashioned rocker. The

tim. is dusk.

At Rise: Jericho is discovered alone, looking out of the
window. After a moment, his father enters.

Pastor
(Hanging his hat on a peg in the wall)
Lawd! Dem pepul take all de strank uh men got, wran'l'n an'
fightin' mongst demselves 'bout de new chu'ch.

Jericho

(Dully)
Yeah?

Pastor
(Chuckling)
Seem lak yuh brought trouble to dis town, son, wen you gived
de money fo' dat chu'ch-- dey ain' no two o' dem elduhs kin
git togethuh on de same quoishtun.

Jericho
Whut dey fightin' 'bout now?

Pastor
Ch dey 'eputin' 'bout which way duh altah got tuh be set=-
an' dey ain' evun got duh foundatshuns down yit.

Jericho
Ah ain' gived dem peopul dat chu'eh. Ah gived it tuh you.
Whyn't yuh do hit lak you want?

Pastor
(Gently reprovingly)
You ain't gived it tuh nob but Gawd, son. Dats what ah
got tuh keep remindin' dem Elduhe. Dgy fuss &nd fits lak dey
was gonne live in it dereselves.

Jericho
Yeah.

Pastlor
(Looking at him & moment)
Is yuh had yo' suppuh?




Act 3 Scene 2

Jericho
(Listless)
Some ==

. Pastor
Vhuts de mattuh wid s 8onY Evah sence yuh bin back, yuh
ain't eter 'mnough tuh keep uh crow uhlive?

_ Jericho
(S5ullenly)
Ain' nuttin' duh mattuh.
Pastor

'Pyears tuh me lak dey is. All yuh do is set by duh windo'
lookin' down deh road. 1Is dey scomethin' on jyo'! minfe-

Jericho
No.

Pastor
Kase effen dey is-- yuh kin unburthen yo' sefl tuh me. Dats
whut ah'm fo'=- tuh tell yuh troubles too.

Jericho
Ah knows dat-- butee- dey ain' nuthin' worryin' me.

Pastor
(Hesitantly)
Ah== ihekinda' thet dey wuz-- an' you was hesitatin' cause
yuh might be skeered. Ah ain' tole yuh, son, but ah learned
uh lot, sence det time yuh lite out fo' duh citeh,

Jericho

(Looking up)
Yeah? '

Pastor
Yeah. Aftuh you wuz gone-- &h wuz mad fo' erwhile-- but ah
comed to reelize dat uh men kin git tuh love Gawd tuh much.
He kin git too proud 'count o' dat love-- an' he kin git too
hahch-~- an Gawd doan lak dat, cause effen a man git dat uhway,
he git too thinkin' datlmaybe he is Gawd, an staht to
Judgin' folks. An Gawd de onleh one kin do dat.

(Hesitates)
~==ih missed yuh, boy, wen you wuz uhway.
Jericho
Ah missed you Loo, Peppy. Sometime a&h wish ch neveh did go.
Fastor
(Quietly)
Why?
Jericho
(Evasively)
Oh-=4h doan know-= ah jus' wish it.
Pastor

(More quietly)
Yous lonescme fo' dat 'ooman, ain' chu?

iR 1 s




Act 3 Scene B

Jericho
(Quickly)

Pastor : :
Ah knows. Dats whut yuh got on yo' min. Yuh set dere at
duh winde' lek yuh hops yuh see uh comin' up duh road.

Wayn't yuh sen' fo' uh?

Jericho
(Quickly)
Ah couldn't do dat.
FPastor
Why not? 18 yuh skeered dat ah wouldn't git uhlong wid uh?
Jericho

No. Eut she wouldn' lak it down yeere.
Pastor

(Sigging)
Uh. Huh. ts what ah was afraid of. Dat means dat one
of deee days, yuh gonna be gittin' along back to 'er.

Jericho
(Passionately)
No. 4ih ain' nevah gonna leave yeer no mo.

Pastor
Das whut yuh say now. But wen uh man love uh 'ooman he
folleh uh anywhere.
(There is & knock on the door)

Jericho
(Jumping quickly)
Who depe’
Voice
(Off)
Its me-- Veechy.
Pastor

(Calling)

Come in Eiatuh- Come in.
(The door opens. Veechy walks in. She is
& buxom brown girl)

Veechy
(Entering)
Good even' Pastuh. Hello Jericho.
Pastor
Good evenin' sistuh.
vericho
Hello, Veechy.
Veechy

Pestuh, Deacon Taylor ast me tuh stop by an' see kin yuh

e




Act 3 - Scene 2

Veechy (cont.)
come ovah fo' uh minute. Dey sputin 'bout wher to put de
Saptisin' pool-=- an he want yuh tuh settle de cawnfushun.

FPeagtor
+ (Rises and.goes for his het)

Lawd, dem pepul gittin' bad ez duh crowd at duh buildin®
of duh Towah uh Babel. Fightin' and fussin' '‘amongst dem=
selves twill dey gonnu end up wid no chu'ch.

(At the door)
Ah won' be gone long, Jericho@

(To Veechy) .
Wby'nt yuh set yeere, an' keep Jericho comp'ny fo' uh
wile, sistuh?

- Veechy ; :
Thunk yuh, suh &h bleeve ah will res' mehsef uh little
effen Jer'cho doan min.

Pastor
He don't mine- he'll lek it. Goednight Sistuh.

: Veechy

Goodnight, Pastuh,
(He exits)
(She sits down) _

Shux., Dat man gonna kill 'isse'f worryin' 'bout uh lot uh

pepul dat ain' got nuthin', but ah henful uh 'thakk yuh,'

and ub mouf full uh much uhblige.,

Jericho
Des whul &h keeps tellin' 'im. But he got dat chu'ch on
'is mn-

Veechy .
Sho hus. Lawd, dat all he tawk sbout. Dat- anf you.
Jericho
(Stirring)
He sho 1s heppeh ovah dat Temple.
Veechl

Yeah. An he heppeh 'cuuse you duh one gived it. It help
shet dem back bituhs up.

s Jericho
Whut Dack bituhs?

Veechy
(Settling herself)
Dhi Jer'cho, you know dem loud mouf falks et duh wekes an'
ce ;

ebrashuns.
Jericho -
“ho dey backbitin?
Feechy
You.
Jericho

(ﬂiﬁl-d}
ke? Whut ah done 'em?

i
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Act 3 Scene 2

Veechy
You know how dem Jjealous hahted sinners carryin' on. 35ittin!
'roun duh wekes, ressin 'tween times, tawkin 'bouu how yuh
lite out tuh duh ciieh, an' nobody ain‘ seen hide not hahr
of yuh fo' Gawd knows how long.

g vericho
Dat ain' none o' dere bizniz.

Veechy
(Chuckling)
Lawd., ‘hut diffunce dat make to 'um. De wimmens sittin’
' roun, clucking dey tongues 'ginst de roof de moufs,
tawkin 'bout how yuh ain' sent yuh paw no money, ner nuthin,
en de mens shakin' dey haids lak dey was pondrin' some
anothuh: deep quoishtun.

Jericho
Huh.

Veechy
Lawd. Dem pepul gonna carry dey cawnfushicn wid 'em when
dey die. Eut boy, dey sho' shet tight wen duh Pastuh make
duhb ‘announcement ‘bout dubh chu'ch. Now, dey &ll hollerin'
dat de knew hit all dubh time. (Locugh)

Jeriche
Grazeh pepul.

Veechy
Das whut dey is.
(Changing her attitude)
Jericho, tell me 'bout de citeh.

Jericho
(Sullenly)
Ain' nuthin tuh tell,

. Veechy
(Unconvinced) ;
Whut yuh tawkip' 'hout. Ain' nuthin' tuh tell, wid you
runnin 'roun dat town wid a poket full o' dough, an' havin'
uh fine time,

. Jericho
¥hut yuh wanna know?

Veechy
(Lowering her voice)
'Bout duh cabarets-- an' evvything.

Jericho
Ch duh citeh ain' so much. Ah laks it bettah back yeer.

Veechy
Das whut yuh say now. But ah bet one 'uh dese days, yuh
gonna be shekin' duh dus' o' Fayette offa yo' shces.

Jericho
Not me. Ah'm heah tuh stay.




Act 3 Scene <

Veechy
(Leaving)
Dat was my 'membunce. Effen dat hawg meat burn on me hits
gonne be too bad. Goodnight, Jer'cho.
(Exiting)

Jericho
Goodnight, Veechy.
(Jericho sits quietly for & moment, then rises.
Goes slowly over to the table. Hil eye falls on
the femily bible. He opens it and begins to read.
his back 1s to the door. After a moment the door
slowly opens &nd Delilshwslks in. Jericho heers;
her, Jjumpepup snd whirls to face her.(

Jericho
(Backing away from her)
Belilah) Delilaht Whut duh hell you doin' down yeah?

2 - Delilah
(Advancing into the room)
I knowed I'd find yuh down here.

' Jericho
(Putting the teble between them)
¥Whut yuh want now wooman-- me an' you is thoo!

Delilah
Ch no we ain't-- we's jes begun.
vericho
Whut yuh mean-- jes begun?
Delilah

Dis. Lissen, dey lookin fer you in Noo Yawk. Dubh police is
got uh party all planned fer yuh. Dey gittin rezdy a nice
hot seat in yo' honuhe~-

Jericho 3
(Terror steicken)
~-Seélilah, fo Gawds sake lemme lone--

Delilah
== An all dey needs-- is fer somebody tuh tell 'em where you is.

Jericho
(Imploringly)
Delilah-- honey=- you wouldn't do dat-- Fo' Gawds sake,
Delilah leime Do~ lemme lone-- lemme stay down yeah-- ah
woan worreh yuh no mol! Oh honeh-= you wouldn't tell ' em
whar ali is--

Delilsh
-= Det depends.

Jericho
Depernds on whut.

Delilah

You.

L




. Whut yuh mean-- mey

Act 3 Scene 2
Jericho

Delilah
Well == if yuh do like ah tells yuh-- &h'll git yuh outta dis
thing-- an ef yuh don't--

Jericho
(eagerly)
Ch honey, Gawd bless yuh-- ah knowed yuh wouldn't tell 'elie=
ah'll do anything yuh say-- anythinge- whut yuh went me tuh
doy honey.

Delilsh

Fight.
Jericho

Fight?
Delileh

Yeah, fight. But mah way. Anyway ah tells yuh.
Jericho

But &h cain't go back dere an fighte~ dye'll git meh.
Delilah

Now locka here. Ah was de only one seen dat shootin-- an' ef
ah tells Gose police he tried tuh kill yuhe- dey'll let yuh
80« Ah got it all fixed. BEBut by Cod, duh firs ' move you make
dat ah doan like~- ah'll switch-- an tell 'um yuh shot him in
cold blocd.

Jericho
(Suspiciously)
¥hy yuh wanné do all dis?

Delilah

" You gonna git me back all det dough ah lost-~ an' plenteh

mo besides,
(Pastor enters unseen by either of them
and stops to listen as she goes on)
Won't lay down. You'll lay down ¢né like it. You gonna fight
who &h tells yuh, wen ah tells yuh-- an' how &h tells yuh,
yuh dammed murderer!
(She brecks into a fit of weeping)

Pastor
(Horror stricken)
Murderer? MNurderer? So das why yuh bin settin at duh windo'
&ll duh time. Yuh bin scairt! : :

‘ Jericho
(¥hirling)
Pappy. 4h tried tuh tell yuh. Ah ren back yeah tuh tell yuh
buy &h couldn't-- ah couldn't.

Pastor

Dats case yuh had uh stain on yuh cawnscience dat wouldn't let yuh,

res'. Killin' uh men,  Mupdereri

F A




Act 3 Scene 2

Jericho
Ah éidn't aim tuh do hit. Dey druv me to hit, She was
cheatin' on me &n givin' mah moneh tuh Rendall. Den he pull
ag gun‘unimah-- an' when ah went tuh take hit uhway fum him-e
&h shot him.

Delileh
Yezh but duh cops don't know dat.

Pastor
But you do sistuh-~ an you'll tell de truf won't yuh, an git
mah po boy outta dis.

| Delilah
Ef he do like I say-~- come back an' fight.

Jericho
(Xing to her)
Yesh-- Yeah ah'll gow id yuh, Ah'll do anything yuh say-=
only doan let dem policemen git ue.,

Delilah
(Gathering up her things)
Well les git goin'.
(They begin to exit. The Pastor runs before
Jericho and stops him.)

Paster
Weit uh minit son. Yuh can't do dat. You can't go back to
uh life uh sinnin' and doin' evul. Yuh got tuh t right.
Right wid mah Jesus and mah Lawd.

Lelllah
He got tubh git right wid duh cops.

Jericho
She's right Pappy. Dey'll git meh. GShe'll tell 'em whar ah is.
Dey'll hung meh ef ah doan go back.

Fastor
an whut about yo cewnscience an you soul? Who gonna set dat
right. Not no policemen-- an not ¢is wooman. Luh onliest one
kin do dat is Jesus! An you. Yuh got to full down &t the
mercy seat and ask Jesus to fohgive yuh fo' takin duh life
uh yo fellow man.

Delilah
He'll have plenteh uh time to do dat-- ef he doan come on.

Fastor
(Earnestly)

Ch son, doan 'chu see?. Dat citeh ain no place fer uh man lak

ou. Hits uh bed place-- uh place uh evul. Yuh only gonna

ve mo' tribulashun effen you go. Go haid-= doaun be uhfraid--
give yo'sefl up tuh duh sherriff. Scewn dis woomsn. De truf
will prevail. Gawd'll see to dat. lie that puts his trust in
God can't be confounded. Den you kin cowe back. Dis years
yo'! place. Yuh belongs yeah. Cultivatin' Gawds acres. An




Act 3 Scene 2

Pastor (cont.)
wens yous done yuh kin come home &an' res yosef lek uh natchal
man. Yuh kin set out dar on duh do' step an' watch Gawds
great night fall down on duh yearth. An in you haht dere'll be
peace-~ Cusen yuh know dat Jesus live dere wid Hie love and
fohgiveness.

Jericho
Ah'm skeered tuh stay-- an' ah'm gkeered tuh go.

| Delilah
(varningly)
Ef you don't cut out .dis foolishness an git goin' its gonna
be too late. 4h ain't hanging aroun' waitin for you an' dis
old man to git scme advice fum duh sky.

Pastor
Obh meh Lawd, make him see duh light. Git in 'is haht Gawd
en' lead 'ir. Show meh boy duh way Lawd, He want tuh do right,
but he blin' an' bewilduh. Help him Lawd. An fogive 'im
Lawd. Make him see dat dis wooman only gonna lead him outta
duh paf of righteousness into evah lasting damnation.

' Jericho

Jesus, lissen tuh me, please suh, case ah needs yuh bad. Ah'm
all tuckered out wid hidin' an scronchin' down evah time ah
hechs somebodeh comin' up duh lane. Ah'm all wo' out wid seein!
Randall's face evvey time ah closes meth eyes. 4l cain't do

dat no mo Jesus, Eut ah'm scairt. Scairt tuh take mah chances

ef ah doan do lak Delilah say. Jesus, mah paws ri.ht. Ah sees
dat now, 4h got tuh do like he say-- an try an git right. An!
Jesus ask Handall tub fohgive me. You know ah ain' mean tuh
ghoot him. Eut ah wuz all to' up wid uh mean an' ugleh
E:ashun, en' mah eyes wuz blin' wid anguh. Dis is you tea!

-= &h kin see dat now. Dis duh cross yuh done give meh,
&n ah aims tuh bear hit Lawd, right up to yo throme &n lay
hit at yo feets. .

Pestor

Ch mah Jesuar mah boy done seen duh light. He done come tuh
yuh Lawd foh' true. Lewd, yo is our rock, in you Oh Lawd we
take refuge. Even the we walk intuh duh sheaduh of duh valley
of death we will feah no evul foh thou ert wid us. Thy rod
an' thy staff will comfort us.

(Pastor givee Delileh & long look. X's te Jericho)
C'mon son, les you an' me gc down tuh kr. Chahleh Johnson's
house=~ an let 'im call duh sheriff.

(Jericho rises and they start out slowly.

They exit and Delilah looks after them

ineredulously. She starts to light & cigarete)

Delilah
(wonderingly)
Well, I'll be dammed.

CURTAIN
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