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Provisions Library is an art and social change research center
initiated in 2001. Provisions uses art to present information
and promote learning: to explore models of inclusion, equity,
and connection. Working with a variety of individuals and
institutions, Provisions discovers and amplifies new cross-
cultural narratives, grassroots strategies, and open sources

of knowledge. Provisions’ library, public programs, and
research opportunities support artistic, intellectual, and activist
endeavors that explore social topics in contemporary culture.
These include local, national, and international projects,

such as public art projects, exhibits, residencies, forums,

and publications.

Provisions Research Residencies were launched in 2011 to
provide artists, scholars, and creative researchers access to
the capital’s unique wealth of archives, resources, and public
spaces that speak to our political legacy and its social futures.
Fellows from across the nation and within the capital build a

more robust and socially-engaged field of contemporary art and
cultural scholarship through creative research projects.

Provisional Research is a digital journal that documents
research and projects through open-access downloads.
Provisions provides a platform for considering and reflecting on
public process, with the goal of advancing art and social change
in cognizance and consciousness.

Support is provided by Gaea Foundation, Andy Warhol
Foundation, Open Society Foundations, Nathan Cummings
Foundation, Lambent Foundation, CrossCurrents Foundation,
DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities, Cafritz
Foundation, and George Mason University.
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In June 2012, Provisions Library sent four DC-based creative researchers to
Berlin to source ideas for the Dupont Underground, an abandoned streetcar
station and tunnel beneath Dupont Circle in the heart of Washington DC.

Their creative process and research projects culminated in an exhibition at
the Goethe-Institut DC. The exhibition considered the poetics, politics, and
possibilities of public development in these uncannily connected capitals. This
publication compiles their ideas, principles, challenges and concepts, offering

examples for any efforts seeking to resurrect abandoned infrastructures in the
name of cultural development.
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DUPONT TUNNELS

In Washington DC, just a mile north of the White House
and National Mall, rests a modern ruin--a 75,000 sq. ft.

abandoned streetcar station directly beneath Dupont Circle,
and its corresponding tunnels passing under Connecticut
Avenue from S to N Street. The Dupont Circle streetcar
station opened in 1949, and provided streetcar passage and
pedestrian pick-up beneath the circle until only 12 years later,
when the tunnels closed with the entire DC streetcar system.

Long recognized as the cultural center of the district and hub
for political activism, today Dupont Circle is experiencing a

surge of new high-end restaurants, shops, hotels, and luxury
apartments in the embassy-rich corridors and streets jutting
from this center. An unusual cross-section of politicos, young
professionals, and DC’s down and out players converge at
Dupont’s legendary fountain, a rare public space for local
cultural exchange in the highly ordered and regulated capital.
The development of Dupont is consistent with the rapid
transformation of the rest of the District today, thanks to an
up-and-coming generation of urbanists who fuel the largely
leftist sentiments of the city and increase its population

at the rate of about 1000 new residents per month.
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Originally built to alleviate circle traffic by sending the
Connecticut Avenue streetcars underground to pick up
passengers at the station below this hectic intersection. Today
the tunnels are mostly forgotten, instead existing primarily
as an inactive chamber that is only accessible by a small,
nondescript door, reached by following a narrow sidewalk

on the Connecticut Avenue underpass. The eight entrances
surrounding Dupont Circle that once provided an easy descent
into the underground station now offer urban camouflage

of the previous system. They are boarded up and routinely
overlooked by pedestrians--district citizens and tourists alike.

Since 2011, The Dupont Underground, a non-profit association
consisting of architects, urban planners, economists, and arts
leaders, has met weekly in a little office in Dupont circle to
consider futures for the site. They hold temporary keys to

the space bestowed to them by city, which has granted them
exclusive access to develop a proposal for its resurrection. The
group meets regularly, attempting to develop a feasible plan for
Dupont Underground’s re-development. They are challenged by
the architecture of the property, specifically that it is a narrow
dark tunnel with little ventilation the mandate of zero public
funds for the endeavor, which limits the project vision and by
the bureaucratic context in which they must operate, which
fosters solipsistic power. The current Dupont board of directors,
who are the crusaders of the cause, envision that such a

project would bring recognition and vibrancy to capital and the

Dupont area. But despite their visions of what the tunnel might
become, their conceptual ideas have not been brought fruition.

The tunnels are not only an abandoned space awaiting
eventual development or further engulfment into the DC
underground instead, the tunnels, and the desires and
dreams associated with their resurrection, reflect the
possibilities and improbabilities of a public commons in
American consciousness. The tensions around their current
condition--architectural, political, spatial, and temporal--
serve as an emblem for an entire nation re-imagining its
fractured urban landscapes. These bicameral tunnels are

remainders and reminders of how systems come to pass.

UNDERGROUND CONSTRUCTIONS

Before the district established the Metro and bus systems,
streetcars offered the primary public means for traversing
the District. In 1949, after years of planning, the DC
government approved designs for a new streetcar station

to alleviate the increasingly problematic traffic congestion
in Dupont Circle. Tunnels running down Connecticut Ave
would detour streetcars underground to pick up and drop off
passengers from platforms just beneath the circle, keeping
the steady slew of streetcars out of surface traffic.

10
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For two full years, major tunnel construction in the city’s
most popular intersection blocked not only traffic, but limited
pedestrian access to businesses. Complaints mounted as
streets were unearthed and re-engineered, with the tunnel’s
development stalling the impatient capital. When finally
completed, the streetcars opened with grand celebration.
Eight entranceways majestically populated the circle’s outer
edge, where passengers could descend to the tram station,
just below ground to catch a ride out of Dupont Circle, and
arriving passengers could ascend into the cosmopolis.

Despite its glorious welcome, the system seemed ill-fated
from the start. A senator’s wife mistakenly drove into

the tunnels, dramatically demonstrating the failure of the
municipality to clearly mark the entranceway. A few confused
passengers met their death on the barely visible tracks.

Frequent repairs made for a persistently unreliable system.

In 1961, after only 12 years of operation, DC’s entire streetcar

system collapsed in favor of buses and anticipations of a subway
system. The original designers of the streetcar platform

had anticipated connecting with the future Metro, but Metro
designs of the 70s called for significantly deeper tunnels than
anyone in the 50s had envisioned. When the station closed,

the tunnels’ inclines along Connecticut were filled in with
rubble and debris, and the eight entrances to the tunnels
surrounding the circle were boarded and locked up. The keys to
the silenced tunnels were returned to the city for safekeeping.
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SPECULATIVE DEVELOPMENTS

While the food court had the rare opportunity to try its
luck thanks to political favors, plentiful unrealized dreams
and desires for the tunnel’s transformation circulated after
its closure. At one point or another, developers proposed a
shopping center, playground for at-risk youth, protective
bunker, aquatic center, and underground gym— but

the extensive expenses and ultimately disadvantages of
underground rehabilitation always halted their realization.
And so today, the tunnels sit, home to only the most savvy
homeless, who make rooms in the boarded-up entries, quite
quietly unable to escape their enchanting real estate location

just below the busiest intersection of the US capital.

Today, as metro DC rapidly expands and gentrifies at its highest

rate since W WII, the tunnels have once again captured the
imagination of Washingtonians. In 2011, the city issued a
request for Proposals (RFP) that invited groups to submit
prospectuses for the space’s redevelopment, with the major
stipulation that the city would provide no funding. A group of
arts advocates, urban planners, and creative consultants won
the RFP, formed The Dupont Underground non-profit board,
which over the course of two years built a following through
tours, regular meetings, and studies involving the property
and its possible transformations into a cultural space. The
working model— a cultural space/shopping mall— has received
supporting interest from vendors including wineries, an art book

12
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retailer, Apple computers, and Landmark Cinema, conforming

to the city’s stipulation for mixed-commercial development.

Like many boards, the trustees of the Dupont Underground

have experienced high turnover in volunteer commitment to the

cause. Today, architect Julian Hunt spearheads The Dupont
Underground’s efforts, and serves as a veritable crusader
for its resurrection. While the board touts contemporary
art as a mode for its reactivation, they struggle to propose
a vision for exactly what the tunnels might become. The
idea of using the space for a hybrid contemporary art
exhibition and an underground mall creates room for doubt,
considering the disharmonious relationship of cultural and
commercial development. The board has yet to resolve how
the tunnel will grapple with its own history, its unusual
long and narrow architecture, and its clear limitations of
air, light, and access. Dealing with these parameters, and
determining how this cultural space will distinguish itself
from other museums and ventures across the district, will
be crucial to developing enough public buy-in to launch a
cultural space dynamic enough to advance the aesthetics of
a relatively traditional and conservative American capital.

Despite examples like NYC’s High Line, which demonstrates
the harmony of public commons and economic development,

and the Lowline NYC, which presents pioneering technology
to send light beneath the city surface for the revitalization of

a similar abandoned subway stop, the Dupont Underground
board keeps commercial focus due to the city’s mandate. In
doing so, they follow the status quo of American resistance

to invest in public spaces--such as parks and passages--

for its citizens. The Dupont Underground board follows the
commercially driven impulse to utilize space rather than to
create a place, building for profit rather than social impact. Most
importantly, they overlook the space’s potential to stimulate

the local community, while ignoring Dupont Underground’s.

The challenge of developing the Dupont Underground
space, like developing all spaces with a rich history
and infrastructural poetics, is the question of which
ghosts it will keep, and which ones it will give up.

BERLIN EXAMPLES

Across the Atlantic, Berlin’s artists, designers, and developers
have brought an exceptionally experimental ethos and aesthetic
to the resurrection of a recently reunited city. In Berlin, modern
ruins are adapted for creative purposes, some temporary (in

the spirit of occupation) and others permanent (preserving
spaces for social memory and connection). The ruins of this
repeatedly war-ravaged city have become sites for gathering,
convening, and celebrating the beauty of social presence
amongst an impossibly real past and a faithfully intrepid future.

13
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Pioneering sustainable design, temporary use, and progressive
intent, Berlin’s creative producers have been layering pasts

and futures to heal the social fabric of a torn city--carrying

the wake of the past in the tides of the present. The city has
become a collage geography of places becoming other-than-
they-were, as if the entire city has expressed its regrets through
resurrections. Public and private initiatives are reclaiming
abandoned spaces, outmoded bureaucratic complexes, and
industrial voids as social landscapes--growing culture from
places where collective histories can neither be wholly preserved
nor quickly forgotten. Many artists, designers, and social
experimenters today inhabit Berlin’s deep political pasts--

sometimes repairing wounds, sometimes opening them.

The conversion of Tempelhof Airport into a public park is

an example of transforming outdated infrastructure into a
community driven project. The airport’s remodeling integrates
state-funded recreation and culture, patronage for small
businesses and the gradual revitalization of housing in the
surrounding area. Once the site of the Berlin Airlift, in the
past three years Tempelhof’s vast runways have become a park
where bikers, parasailers, and recreation-seekers traverse the
runways amidst community gardens, cafes, and temporary art
installations. The airport building has become a convention
center that hosts events like Fashion Week, trade shows, and
international conferences in one of the largest indoor spaces

in the world. Sanctioned by the city of Berlin, with intent

of temporary use--the development model of Tempelhoff
exhibits an ethos of slow, experimental adaptation, which

is contrary to the American approach of remodeling. Here,

an abandoned space platforms non-permanent, temporary
installations that are testing the success of architectural

uses, wayfinding mechanisms, and economic models within

a flexible park structure. Their policy of “provisional use”
means that the city invites the public to use the space, changes
resources according to needs and demands, and makes
adjustments as time passes and funding structures change.

Given its history of social politics and public spaces, it makes
sense for Berlin to pioneer such resurrections as a necessity

of democratic life. This attitude is precedented not only by a
long history of social movements and resistances to various
political powers, but also by the legacy of American democracy
in West Berlin noted as a place for freedom, expression, and
creativity bankrolled by the Marshall Plan’s influx of American
capital for economic reconstruction projects. Meanwhile,
Berlin’s squatters and trespassers, largely punks, activists, and
artists inhabiting abandoned buildings in the vacuous hollows
of Soviet agencies, were sheltered by property laws favoring
the use and care of buildings beyond property ownership.

Moreover, the Berlin public expects the state to support
production of art, culture, and social development for the
common good, in contradistinction to the American ethos

14
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where individual philanthropy provides for art and public
resources. The intrinsic value of cultural gathering means
that in Berlin art and art making find a more social, political
purpose. In Berlin there is no way to avoid constant reflection
on the role of the state in daily life, yielding a more nuanced
understanding of the relationship between power and the
populus, and bringing sensitivity to how artwork engages its
larger urban, national, and international contexts. As expected,
the Berlin scene also suffers from a great number of hipsters
and artists creating iterations that only reflect the shimmering
capital of the art market--images of empty formal symbols

best for decorating the designer lofts of the bourgeoisie.

CAPITAL RESEARCH

In summer 2012, Provisions Library launched its research

residency program as part of a special collaboration with
the Goethe-Institut DC and The Dupont Underground.

As part of Provisions’ Executive Director’s service on

the Dupont Underground board, Don Russell was tasked
with the development of a programmatic vision for the
underground. To realize this complex task, Provisions
sought sources and inspirations from a select group of DC-
based researchers. They consequently journeyed to Berlin to
examine the shared and disparate qualities of capital ruins
and collect inspirations for reviving the Dupont Underground
tunnels from this rapidly changing urban landscape.

15
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The group included architect Pam Jordan, scholar Paul Farber,
artist Edgar Endress and writer/artist James Huckenpahler.
The four explored ruins and resurrected spaces in Berlin

for 10 days, followed by 10 days of exploring public and
abandoned spaces throughout the District. Each fellow was
tasked with the idea of producing a final project on the theme
of Parks & Passages, and expected to not only contribute

their research to an exhibition at DC’s Goethe-Institut, but to
share and engage in research marked by a hybrid of cultural
diplomacy, Zebaldian wander, and a convivial public process.

Provisions researchers were encouraged to explore tributaries
of mind, feasts of scene, subjective dynamics, and changing
circumstances issuing from a variety of players, politics,

and persuasions. Inspired by the premise and promise of
becoming lost, Provisions researchers disappeared into Berlin’s
markets, parks, and monuments, utilizing the extremely well-
orchestrated public transit and bike systems to traverse a
vast metropolis of abandoned buildings and transitory zones.
Berlin’s reconstructed labyrinths-- both East and West-

- a puzzle of changing street names, seemingly defying the
German inclination of tight designs and perfect plans. The
group toured former bunkers converted into private museums,
the Mauerpark Flea Market with its stalls and cultural events
at the site of the former “no-man’s land” of the Berlin wall,
and the abandoned Spreepark amusement park in the former
east. They saw America in Berlin: as a funding effort, as an

influence of freedom and democracy, as a rare place in the
world where “Americanness” insinuates not only warfare, but
also a reunited public. Upon return to DC, the researchers
observed [’Enfant’s plan adapted from a French battlefield--
with its citadel and siege avenues, its symmetries and mystical
geometries. The group hiked with DC’s Parks and People,
toured the district’s graffiti and murals, discussed Cultural
Tourism projects, and rode the new bikeshare system offering
increased mobility across the summer capital streets.

In September, the group presented their findings in an
exhibition at the Goethe-Institut DC. This publication
documents this research. Pam Jordan’s Cartographies offers
ways of interpreting and understanding the fascinating
architectures of the tunnels, meanwhile presenting a collection
of principles of preservation from Berlin and a proposal for
an provisional use of the tunnel space. Paul Farber’s Tunnel
Vision presents a historical timeline of Washington Post
articles on the underground space--exposing how the tunnels
circulated in popular consciousness. Edgar Endress’s Ruins
& Utopias a film installation captures the cobbled Berlin
aesthetic in four instances exploring state power and personal
agency. James Huckenpahler’s book Metamonument offers a
series of ten futuristic stories of what Dupont Underground
could become. These exhibition projects were accompanied

by a full program of lectures, events, and dialogues around
urban development that engaged Berlin visitors and DC

16
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populations in the possibilities for their surrounding city.

As the research was underway and the exhibition in
development, The Dupont Underground board became
skeptical of the research, concerned that its expansive notion
of social environment and public engagement would lead

to alternate visions and confused negotiations. Meanwhile,
the city’s concerns about insurance, public safety, and
access led to a cancellation of tours and tunnel events. This
breakdown demonstrates the conflicts between reflective
citizen inquiry and the economic drivers of public-private

partnership--of concern for any urban development initiative.

In sum, the Parks & Passages project exposed three

major issues for the adaptation of recent ruins: the social,
subliminal, and poetic dynamics of outmoded infrastructure,
the orientation towards such spaces by owners, visitors,

and states, and the affective dimensions of capital cities as
demonstrative emblems of political potency. Parks & Passages
set out to expose the orientation of lingering and movement
in abandoned sites, reflecting on the passages that can serve
as both places to pass-through as well as halls for capital
goods, and parks that can be both verdant spaces as well as
resting sites for cars temporarily abandoned by their owners,

like a streetcar permanently stopped at its former station.
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It can also be noted that ruins of transportation are

doubly salient precisely because these places of movement
provide remarkably public places for private reflection. On
transportation, we all flit between conscious and unconscious
thought as we are transported between hyper-awareness

and nothingness. We turn over our bodies in motion to the

ride from one place to another. Abandoned transportation
infrastructures become landscapes for our dreams and
imaginations because the basic rules of time and movement and
habits of occupation have been broken. As with the tunnels,
Berlin’s parks, or ruins in general, these stiller-than-life spaces
offer opportunity for public confrontation of the organic and
inorganic, natural and machinic, social and private muse.

This awareness can be captured and cultivated by preserving
the raw, rugged nature of these places, opening an encounter
with the past in the present, catering to a public desire to be
kinesthetically proximate to everyday history, to encounter

by foot and hand the remains of once-moving mechanisms

now providing a peace offering towards a public commons.

WEATHERED ARCHITECTURE

In the summer of July 2012, unusually strong rains and storms
forced open leaks in the tunnel walls. Each opening of the

little access door on the side of Connecticut avenue set forth a
wind of dense hot cavernous air laden with mildew and decay.
Heavy with weather, the tunnels seemed canals, earways for

the city. The lack of real underground movement operated in

contradistinction to a cultural stirring across DC for another
kind of preserved and presented history--one less national

and more local, less official and more open, less controlled and
more situational. One more about the tempo of phases of great
anticipation and collapse, about ruins and decay, about shoring
up these designs and intensifying (not covering over) the
partiality, incompleteness, sense of promise and failure inherent
in this landscape. Whoever haunts the tunnel now knows that
at some point the future will swallow up this place in one form
or another. This haunt, in the meantime, serves as, as Svetlana
Boym terms, “a future nostalgia,” an incomplete present that is
a future dreamscape. Our thoughts here are still evolving and
always incomplete, like abandoned spaces awaiting resurrection.

18
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PAM JORDAN

Architect Pam Jordan set out to explore the tension between
preservation and transformation, using direct observation and
experience to apprehend architectural relationships and analyze
the psychogeography of recent ruins. Cartographies catalogs
Berlin’s unique approach to preservation strategies, diagrams
the Dupont Underground’s complex architectures, and maps of
investigative wanderings through capital environs.

Spending significant time in the underground tunnels, Jordan
observed two highly unique effects of their architecture: 1)
only feet below and beside the capital’s busiest traffic circle, the
underground tunnels are remarkably, almost impossibly quiet,
and 2) the curvature of the walls and narrow passageways
carry the slightest of sounds to a listener over 500 ft. away.
These characteristics are at first concealed by the overwhelming
experience of tunnel entry--a viewer transported into this
underground domain expects the surrounding quietude to echo
their contemplations, or a trespasser hears most loudly their
heart in their ears. From close observation and immersion,

Jordan proposes a strategy to use the acoustics of the

CARTOGRAPHIES

architecture. Using the acoustics of the architecture provides a
means for displaying the unique auditory characteristics of the
space-as-is, presents a mode of historic preservation that can
celebrate the mental and physical geography of ruins, and offers
an ‘interim’ way to experience the tunnels as soundscapes in
their ruined state. Jordan’s sonic intervention seeks to reveal the
presence of this space without determining its future.

Jordan’s proposal to have the DC’s Gay Men’s Chorus
perform in the tunnels and amplify sound to the streets above
unfortunately went unrealized due to emerging constraints
by the city on public tunnel access. Despite its unrequited
demonstration, the proposal of acoustic activation presents a
ready proposal to DC for a Dupont Underground event.

20
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Berlin, a city that constantly engages its historical
fragments, presents a great diversity of strategies for archi-
tectural continuation, Gleaning this wealth of experience
underscored a few common principles for successful and
meaningful approaches to the past:

1) Community driven with the immediate con
text in mind

2) Take advantage of or accentuate the unique
characteristics of the place

3) Anticipate further evolution in the future

Allimages by P Jordan unbess otharwise noted. Beintouch at pam.f]
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Jain us on October 25th in Dupent Circle far a first iteration of these explorations,

Multiple points of entry from the street
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Rich local history
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Physical Isolation from cityscape, creates a sense of discovery
10 Unusual and compelling form and structural detailing, high ceilings
11 Large, flat floor area/space easily accessble once at ground level

A home for temporary commemorations

and urban acoustic diversity

The strategies employed on existing architectural elements (buildings, monuments,
ruins) in Berlin can be monumental or very subtle, but quite often they are driven by
a precise local perspective, Understanding the daily experience of a place both as ac-
cumulated history and as a contemporary incident allows these sites to participate in
the urban landscape rather than adorniit. This level of understanding requires an un-
hurried engagement with a site and time for the local community to identify what
is needed and desired in that place — a period to experiment and fulfill one need
before identifying the next.

The Dupont Underground should not re-engage the urban landscape merely be-
cause itis old. It should be engaged through its unique advantages as they stand
at this moment in time. One of the most distinctive characteristics of the Under-
ground is its set of acoustic properties, especially in contrast ta the solid traffic noise
that dominates Dupont Circle and downtown Washington, DC. The subterranean
acoustic isolation, combined with the geometries and materials of the space, create
unusual reverberation and echoes throughout the Underground. These qualities
shape the Underground as a unique urban soundscape, one that should be both
documented and protected as a part of the Dupont Circle cultural landscape.
This diversity of urban sensorial experience will only become more valuable with
time.

Acoustic preservation of the space does not require freezing the site as-is. The
Dupont Underground provides an exceptional setting for activies that focus on
sound — musical, spoken, and augmented — while also providing a sonic relief and
opportunities for local expression to the Dupont Circle community. Imagine an
invisible voice performance honoring victims of AIDS and their caretakers, or using
the space as passageway during rainstorms while playing songbird calls. The key is to
allow for a natural evolution of use by not considering this a space of financial profit,
but of cultural profit that benefits the local community first and foremost.
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STRATEGIES OF CONTINUATION

The following is a glossary of terms and ideas developed

by Provisions resident Pam Jordan during four weeks of
built history research in the summer of 2012. Thirty-

two existing building sites in Berlin, be they ruins or
contemporary renovations, were visited and recorded in
terms of their experiential qualities (appearance, acoustics)
and how each addressed history through its existing building
fabric. The following list coalesces the lessons from each
site, which are described in detail on the site cards above.
These lessons are used to consider the Dupont Underground
from different perspectives.

The following is formal and informal, opinionated and objective,
extensive yet incomplete - some terms overlap and even
contradict the American Secretary of the Interior’s Standards
Ultimately, this list is
intended to spark debate about what ‘preservation’ really means.

for the Treatment of Historic Properties.

ADAPTIVE REUSE - the building remains intact but is used
for a new purpose, work might include selective demolition to
suit the new purpose

AESTHETICS - the found condition of materials or structure
is retained, often in a damaged state, for its ornamental
qualities rather than its functional abilities

ARTIFACT - a piece of the original building whose
deteriorated form demonstrates its history directly, it often

receives a rarified treatment or is used as an aesthetic element

BIOGROWTH — any kind of animal, plant,
mold, or fungus growth on building fabric, often
functions as a deterioration mechanism

CONSERVATION - a detailed study of the original material(s)
and the subsequent laborious process of cleaning, stabilizing,

and preserving (i.e. work on woodwork, mortar, or paint)

CONTINUAL USE - the building continues
to function as it was originally designed, can
result in little physical change over time
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CULTURAL LANDSCAPE - recognizes the buildings,
landscape, temporal and experiential conditions, and other
aspects that help define the character of a place and its use

DETERIORATION MECHANISM - any force that

causes deterioration (i.e. moisture, plant growth, acidic
soil, impacts from shrapnel or loading trucks)

DIFFERENTIATED ADDITION - the materials and/or
design of the newer addition are very different from original
building and are meant to be easily distinguishable

DOCUMENTATION - records the partial or full history
of a place, can include methods such as interviews, maps,
catalogues of artifacts, and related news items through time

EDUCATION - building or site is used to teach about a
specific element besides the history of the place (i.e. work on
the building demonstrates a particular conservation technique)

DISNEY-FICATION - the simplification of the building’s
history to be easily accessible and enjoyed by the most
people as possible, usually for non-local audiences/
tourists and not a very nuanced presentation

FULL ACCESS - a space previously for restricted
use is opened for public view and use

HANDICRAFT - the treatment of the building
includes a revival of old building techniques, sometimes
part of a revival of an older architecture style

MAINTENANCE, FUNCTIONAL - regular maintenance
that serves to keep the building functional in its current

condition (i.e. sealing windows, repairing floors)

MAINTENANCE, AUTHENTIC MATERIALS - repairs and

upkeep use the same materials and methods as were used during
the initial construction (i.e. replacing brick mortar with the
same mixture of elements), often part of a conservation effort

MAINTENANCE, CONTEMPORARY MATERIALS -
repairs and upkeep use materials and methods that were not
originally available (i.e. replacing a thatch roof with rubber tile)

MEMORIAL TO SELF - the building (fragment) serves to
memorialize the original (intact) building and/or its own history

MEMORIAL TO OTHERS — the building continues
to act as a memorial as originally designed
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MEMORIAL ADDED - an added feature to the

site (i.e. a plaque, sculpture, quiet room), often
addresses the conditions that caused the fragmentation
or destruction of the original building

NARRATIVE TWEAK - the original history or timeline
of the site is glossed or simplified for presentation,
often used for development projects or advertising

NOMENCLATURE CONTINUITY - the original name of the
site is perpetuated in some way, sometimes this is the only form
of continuation left for a site

PART STANDING FOR THE WHOLE - often the
entryway or other very public identifier of a place is retained
while the rest of the building and/or ancillary structures
were demolished or greatly changed, the remaining part

serves as a representation of the entire original building

PRESERVATION - the work of retaining a building
or site, in whole or in part, as it stands or as it

once stood, for a present and future understanding

of the past through existing built fabric

RARIFICATION - makes clear that existing building
fabric is special and untouchable, pieces are often
put behind glass as if in a museum exhibit

REASSEMBLY - brings scattered parts of the original back
together as a whole, can be left fragmented as an aesthetic

choice or be unified through reconstruction or restoration

RECLAMATION - a neighborhood or group of people uses
the building for current needs and this use begins to redefine
the historical understanding and character of the place

RECONSTRUCTION - the rebuilding of a place to its
previous (intact) state, can reconstruct the original design
or a later version before deterioration, the process uses

what little remains of the existing building material

RECREATION — the complete reconstruction of the building
that imitates the original design but uses all new materials

REHABILITATION - the upgrading of an existing
building to function anew and/or under current
standards or needs (i.e. opening up bricked-in
windows, installing ramps for universal access)
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REINTERPRETATION - recomposes the original
structure with new materials, spatial characteristics,

and different ways of seeing and/or interacting with the
structure and its history (i.e. changing the entry sequence,
replacing brick walls with glass in the same location)

RESTORATION — makes the building appear as it did in a
specific time in the past, work uses significant existing material

RUIN - a site where deterioration from any mechanism
has been/is allowed to continue unabated

SIGNAGE — gives long-form narrative and
pictorial background information of a place

STABILIZATION - prevents further deterioration
but does not repair any element

SUBSTITUTION — a newer and usually different
element stands in for the original, can be for symbolic
purposes (in the case of missing pieces) or practical
purposes (in the case of fragile material)

WALKING TOUR — narrative-driven presentation of a site’s
or region’s history, often presents a unique or underrepresented
perspective, multiple buildings are often included
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TUNNEL VISION
PAUL FARBER

Scholar, historian, and urban studies critic Paul Farber set out A second group of works by Farber illuminates echoes of DC in

to explore the urban development challenges of Dupont Under- Berlin and vice versa, highlighting unusual instances of each
oround and its connections to Berlin’s storied landscape. Tunnel  capital’s influence on the other’s formation.

Vision traces the idea of the Dupont Underground as has cir-

culated in the DC cultural imaginary through Washington Post

articles from conception to present day.

Farber collected every Washington Post article mentioning

the Dupont tunnels from 1918 to the present. He uncovered an
unanticipated array of speculations, proposals, prospects, and
pitfalls. While the tunnel itself was open for less than twelve
years, its time in public imagination far exceeds its functional life.
Farber’s curated timeline, designed in collaboration with fellow
resident James Huckenpahler, narrates a history of the tunnels
and station in popular consciousness--demonstrating their role as
placeholders for DC fantasies, dreams, and visions and the hubris
of public planning processes.
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HISTORY OF AN IDEA
HISTORY OF A SPACE.

Over the past 50-plus years, several generations of urban
visionaries and pacemakers have sought to route Washington
DC’s future through one of the most storied and preposterous
relics: a pair of colossal abandoned streetcar tunnels under Dupont
Circle that have been dormant since they closed for operations

in late 1961. The tunnels were only in official use for 12 years
until the District ceased streetcar operations and blocked the
entrances around the circle and along Connecticut avenue. Since
then, the space has only served a sporadic functionality--as a Cold
War fallout shelter in the 1960s, and an ill-fated, subterranean
food court in the 1990s. The tunnels are currently slated for
development by the Arts Coalition for the Dupont Underground
as an emergent cultural institution and space. Situated appx. 20

ft below the street surface, the tunnels have been relegated to the
cities’ subconscious but never distant from public discourse.

The existence of this open secret of the city is a case study for
broader trends in historically-inclined urban redevelopment. The
simultaneity of speculation, neglect, and wonderment involved in
the tunnels’s lifespan troubles the notion that this is an “abandoned
space,” even as the structure is mostly conceived as a failed and

disregarded vision of progress. The years of the tunnel’s potential
redevelopment now span longer than the years of its streetcar
transit use. The underground’s history also indicates the range

of patterns that may affect future transformations, played out at
every stage of the tunnel’s evolution: the internecine relationship
between DC’s local and federal governments, the inherent
complications of overlapping public and private ownership, and the
power at play when defining the potential of an urban space along
the lines of cultural vitality and inclusion.

This serves as an open archive and research tool, composed
largely through a creative display of historic Washington Post
articles. We invite viewers to explore stories and cycles of
imagined adaptive reuse in a shared frame, and as one model for
critical thought, consider any future for the tunnels through these
accounts.

We suggest no true beginning or end for this timeline, but instead
aim to trace out the history of an idea and the history of the space.

—Paul M. Farber

38



PARKS AND PASSAGES TUNNEL VISION // PAUL FABRBER

The bill naming the cirele at the intep- | 0N S

A COLD &HD WINTRY AFTEANOON WiT- ot pr, ey LR e 110018 9L

section of Massachnsetts and Connecticut s 08 o | MEREL L

"If the Street Car Were Human ]
It Could Tell Wonderful Story E
|

Sireel Car Tunnel Under Dupont
Cirele Sugdested to Relieve Cane

i gested Truffic,

i To we Kaitor uf The Post—-Sir: The

Lrafic wt Pupent Ciecle 18 by for the

Frotil of the grawd Siawl, Whish RiRee

Prestdest Arther wod Mis Calluet

avenues Dupont Circle, and -approprint- | i

"Of Grim Adventure and Peril

o

-1 ; 3 s S i e d_argean - i masy cougested of all ouf beAuTI
g $10,000 to improve it and prepare @£ | apie e o o Ty Reporter Graphizally Describes Trips Over }:;t":;“f:m‘:;:"""l'h"‘“_l’_"f"l',';_'
o 32 siow varm e Atandan, Mount Pleasant and Fourtcenth Strect Lines. | shere mamy sutomonties polr 1nTY

g | m Cor rus, Mamachus
Many Stops on Short Blocks Prolific Cause of : e e e i
Delay- Strangers and Soldiers Complicate B e

base for a monument to Dupont, pagsed |Hidma il b Gt

ing cerenLieS of the (iapont s 8 arrngon
; :

1 Col_11. pount. s
= " tesdes st Dupout Cirle, Quwing fo the in charse of Conv'd'r Boy 1L
the Senate yester (lay, ey R e ans e | SRy SO pn
salarge ws wos oxpeeted. bt show by | dekler, Rl olpn Macon, Diyer
i Hh ‘und Lotts,
A

5
its provence he faforest taken Binituw, Glary 4 ) » ] . 1 d P street,
n escecdiondy builiant the Traffic Problem—~Fire Crossings Nuisance. T, o nax rEmErERDle. fa¥ JhE| e = :
| frag, e aece o £3 | fally tealy of those things be- endurapes ang  batancing 1t tias beon propused 1o CuL CroUSE
X stand 1o the asoomtol: o 28 o k ac strest cars
T e A A Seecmila; e ltare s desceaded backward i (hemativas by xirape. many b Dupons Clrele o thit Atre
T s pcy e wpelns B v In unoroved (RAhion. | could continue In & Atralght line.
Londsomety drapest o tn tne il | Why Dritish Were Dismayed. ML e Sueh an arrapgement would spolt
: i " was ab . when L ;1
colars. O the Dacth s wis im0 ¢ Thih BRI S the great ruan I mupposcd £ be ,.,_,_! tne peauty af the elrcle.
h was Anthine naw © A renstble Idea to relleve fraffic i

smaller stand, which e b
TR hshe beids & ot vimsinton]
of parade rest on lss eatt faving o Semd

vogun to run the strect cars under the eie-
1 nurih nf se1. They som. | clé, thereby taking hundréds of cirs
e W arids ave. o day ouk of the circle,

fr

raal sntertaln

o
fung oat from (he 3 of the
Tt and filld the frocts alr with 7o
rens welody.,
Eccrctary Chkaler thien spokens fol
3

of anllilary suleeraey ana
o

M. Y.? B

o
w asesmlled Lo kouar L wowor
o T o e M of s ek T
Tl Vaien. Demel Fruncia Dupra, win en.

¥ of Faiin un frant
Exnaustion, and £
time Beynnd Dugant
8 strest. Were wa on v foim
th lmplylng  nisrenees

11 wauhl srem 1A% from the stend: |
tmr af the  aiat of ihe operaling compantes the.
Tom N ta one thing mreatly needed J2 fh ahalish

ficrun oppra s

iy Staps at in o prasent stopr, anes ths

Wiliama A, Lenars, rectr o fect were In order, @ wre cut af the mid ity conkeation

Cliareh, & nue, Rancraft  Thie the ufllities commisston  must
California ' K. of conrse. as well as the pro

:i“l:;l“ ]:‘ﬂ.ﬂll!h l.’kwm:hm. u':;
fy =~ enveloped. il a
vorable cil e geesled (o unveil-
fa: Flie stalue was acoeniod on the

K of pauses borore L
And Wraming allier froe-runn
12 10 15 miles an hour

hesls of the car sgunded i The company slould Rove

Sy Camer b, e phedacet :
1y r, who Lben it : £ “ saurdnrays vafeain e the My ] walned a7 neary  every
cnator Dayard, tho oruorof he cay. T o pace wos slower thaa . |ONWALONT enrmer. bt in indicated, to
A e B i~ — - rrashure. Here, the fvorcrowding of sAre at rueh
B R R —— arion” o 7T (g B
ton, o spin: . ore . thnt n ng af Mayn
aa g e scliodd, 3R Yoy slidrtly wa wavh phoutd be turned buck on  the
O e oot g iy | | Lmferred o v tha Fariiie Iider Kcores the Game. Liwhiciy 1 § siraet at congented tmen.
of serabilcs eting s DRFlona] 45100, ommunds . ™ on other  lines
in Mmml‘mrsl"‘.m\ 't(-l.: ‘l;:l u?—? nu: A1 = in (ha end of lhe rouls the e thing could prac-
el e e T Bt i
Tica o M. Lawat o1 How York: e | Hamo, enterniiy, A1 the
o nd labor o minus e Nuidson Bay, |
naiogs 8 18 A gurnal g o A
palboes, la_sn stiliade netursl to
ety W o the ai

repreaac
Tya padeatil of KTy, KT devignod s

; Toeta baso of Ll
b7 it Thompacs, rleupons baso of Sins

[s petwsan Lincsin park
sixih and X atreets north

iai

seencd of the hanal Pigisements ¥ividly 12 kotween The foot of Rev

i e A sireet 3outhweat amd Totk, Craeh
nalor Tlavand choved with 8 ool

“Washingten s just nakiog uu fo
i1 i

o
A rear Bmiral's satulaof riecis zies Jhe (a2 ms e

D atatear e ity b mlita ot o i
A 110 A, T | | ST e T o \ \ n et amanyd pa e e

Stber ‘ﬂm:anmudw:ﬂ m Lonnt ‘Thompsan, nt Phimdaiphis, s P : Sl e Nk : i W [, e R e
TH e S A IR okl | | hoiencd (e satie & wreem 1 12 / % wauid nave been | Slerrte Compang o oY end

i et e | [ o e ova : L
e hEAT e et oy st B Uicy wanr B0 Tt the fact of the inatler acema to
irer (s oo

d New  [be thel the thousands who
Vil wornas, the ingenlous expedient | h i
war practleed of opening the frout door
PEF-AR you P‘n!—r ond having an
el

A vt oan e B e

i npen n_ralsed mound in
tL# sonter of Dupant Uirely, wihich fur
e 1o o A Wit ol
avenes 0 of e

el the nies cmmay

as the tonductor | cocperation.  They da not keow the

cliy. and they hava not grasped tha

WRENINETON Wen, which Is to Kawp

MoTing aRd AL the eame Lime be pelite.

ithar the: . ways

: arkivg ranductora all aorts of

it s tu hew they shall reach
§ thut nlace or thoy 11

Wl
e yelerans ecouathuting the Adwiral

'"ml-un: Poet. i AT

0 Tre

¢ and becretary
360t or e

et uns

dnning el i

i Car Tans Into Cut-Out. s
e bk favther on ths eondustar!

signuiad far s stop, which the motor

0

ISPEN Fevivach ihe co
for not (elling them where t
hi when they did nor even

ilic wlly speaking is “on
t W MUsh 10 Wkshigton aé o
Gies 1% 3 Matier o wmimlla-
2 large foreign population.

" o up srile of the per-
lowed 1o buard (he first. ha nav-
: aurely  toward| |2

Mo
d

39



PARKS AND PASSAGES

TUNNEL VISION // PAUL FABRBER

ction opposite fram that of automobile traffic.

Fost Staff Phole.

The car

f the most confused situations in the District’s iraflec snorl,

Continued Trom Page L

eriy and also
'Imm;a'l[ it he
2 le, sere
tars. lhnl 12 Distr

o Indica-
1 Pualie Lillily
Cemmiggion had alrazdéy lentalivaly
srerpted some of the
Bocler, Gy lraflle experl
gt :mlmm. 1y make thc
'I‘l'c,: ded

10 L.Imy Cansa gand s"t ull o
trolley termlnls aroiisl
o, T and D slreels nar
s =aid 10 bg o fozesene conclu-
sion Lhat two af Lo fhur tracks en
Porloenly stract 5t New Yarlt aves
nua woild be dbandaied,
Teansif fiflcial 4o Altend.
Amolhic: develspment i (he gt
\fasion. s the amnouncemen| by
Fregkaent John H, Hiaoms, af the
It Co, that il wos
nlhcr e would have
nlat ot veruling

ln" Lefora the Tpplic Ul

Cmitsion et V¥ adicadag, TNE
company  might sugeest  cecluln
CAmnges in b < Beeler nlans, ¢ 83iE,
whith would  probably include
wrilliem of (ha propess] L abumdon |
srgfloy fracks an Mink stoeel nmil

petitien, with ‘ho sneclisn of s
istaht Seercary of Navy Henry L.
Rnaeevel:. tor anelher direct 19ule

tioners," said 1
thet nll Joeal strect rallway eys-
fesho fiave been mevged, that thece
i# a0 Jongar iny proprietoy rewsan

¥ the Now York svonie eae Lne

c 3 the Columbia slrecl #
should lecmiate ot Filtoenil
1, they should o

r b pompelied {0 wenit at tals

poi raln, wind, celd ond
Feat o tranaict ta any goinl
cam be reacasd @led by Trou
inz"

Yarlogs Comment Iteeniveil,
A wide variaty of eommenl wad
obtained yostordny drem (4% o
naateiilbon leaders who nod cxam
tacler plans. Vncen Rim-
sell saidd he Jookad upan 5 poad deal
af fhe plan with fav

h dohn A, Heeler |
ole,

1 don't faney o Mi-tenl [oce an

samme af Lhe eepross bus lines, bay

nt 0
o o 1or- 4 pole

claring (bt e was B “ra
zather Ahen @ “Bus ma
maid that eoneldention
2 glven 43 an wetonsion of
lrazits Larsygh the chilze
Baulheast seclion af  Woshinglan,
There Rl\o.ﬂi al. Y
an
.m-et \rnaie 1o the DX
any ol tee chonges i
e m:l'k dewatown  soction have
wont

shaustior
ara gaad, T dow't arow, But therg
L some ehangoe™

noans supplemenlany by
sarvice in 'uldlllm o trolley so

e disouzsed e peogasal Lo
byt (.iu.'\-

it enter Inin Lhe
nl nroblem,

Chevy Chasa ser
el Bos Eervier Trgml

¢ lhe rervants ]|vr in Lhe
" he bl

zanscquently, fhe howsehalds
anr disle

i o seil u\lm zppeared o
be yenctal apprave! of Beclers
| plan 1a relay tracks n:ourﬂ Dunont
iCirele fo bt aorinbusnd  eary

wld nat procaed Jetiwerd oround

Todl Sleon, “Brentse It would
1e A Jat of motar tradic fram

ase, My of our peeple
21 now i tlr ehrg
betause the trolleys arn
thu dF Tibte Busts tus only al 10.
minite niervals in tie il leee,
If \he kew Buses run mom fe.

atienlly, it would reliove Conneell-
bt aveaus traflic-ond e Lelp de
s0ivg lhe parling preblem.”

R, L, Gilbert, uf 4317 snu'.h Da-
kola peenye nocthi
ldont o lhe Lorraths Clm.nn.. s
soriatian, was locleing! in enihusic
asr, Az far as he beolley site-
lion 5 eanzcroed.” e said, “sor
[l be just atayt where
hofore, Aad the bus

nre short of ooyEding 1'd
'nnped ror, 14 Joped for one, dwo
os L2 eapross busses from e
Twenly-second  and

ol Jm sd\rcv-hc‘u n Ahé nekgae
'I Thoed af tke Buroww al Engrav-
i tng. & ot pf our peoe
|\H! work fhore, in Lhe
| Deportment of Agricyluse and the
| Librely Loan adnes of Lhe Trans-
{uri Departreent. T focl g strongly
{aank Wl that I opeopase to deles

&

Leatings and a3k Thal we get zams

Ipusse!

ML M. MeLwan, of 1631 Hewlon

sleees mortheasl, who Lo president
5 :m-(i:md }wutlallnn‘ mld

taver of 4

po:
W commitiee

0 befase axpressing
ua detnil, RN, he
sopparted “lhe

e
:.dmimd
letegy of reroutin

Roberts Will Urge Extension
' Of Subway Plans for District

Buppsrl of mambars ot the, Hotune|
ond Senale Dierict Commitlees for,
constructlon of & mere extenslve
stroel-car subwey system lhan hus
béon: herelofore - advacated will be
asked by William: A. Raberts, peo-
pm'l enbnsel, ho donounced yerier:

The. -plan colla for_consteugilon of
n #ubway bemeath Cannecticul ave.
nus pad Seventeenths streat soulh
af Dwpont' Circle.  Thel wuhwny
would connect withanether whlch
wonld begin enst of tha Intersaction
of Constliutlon: and Panbsylvatia
venyes und run wesl boncath the
Iniler ateeat'and ;M Line of ¥ aivesl

Pk nrell- [}
Twem.y Arst gty .I
' The v vlu:ﬁ itan |
mlﬂ? mbmlllud to Lhu Fuhlln lmlb
Comrmlgaion- und’ Diatrlct

L‘emmlnmnum I'Ju Intorest af the
Tatter & tn be soughl, not wnly ass
manna of [mproving genoral e
cond(tons, but an a'works project
s wall, Roborls luM

.perth of ‘Duponi Clrble south to

The new plan will be submilted
formally an sgon 85 he hoy eem-
ploted etudy of cost of sonavzuciion
NEnedd gathered feom the Boston
Trank(t Comemigslon, Roberl akd,
He rofusct (o foreedst what the Di-
IrJeL sUbwayes could be built for, but

ho was confident fhe cost
"vmuld be far je31” than moaf of the
estimates whieh have bren made,
atlm tm befora tha cammission
hate. ranged from fa
-}MWJWD Ber mllo. Donta mlght run
&8 1w an half (osa estimates, Bio
pooplie's coungel ankd,

+Under the propossl all street cars
vrould ba laken aff Conneciiout
wvenuo feom & peint immediatety

Bevenleenth slrcol, end off <thal
slreet: noulh af Hs Junnl\m\ wilh
Cannostiout aven

The ebfestiva af the funnels
would be wpeedior movemoni of
atreet cavn-and of vehloular teuffic,
which would br fros aof clogged
eireel car teplflo ‘wlong e siteeln
aftecied by the naw proposal.

Letters To The Editor

"unnTle Ar Ldieelees

| o the B2tor of Tha Bost—Sic:

L During tho spoog
7the the iafiux ol

In abligsd in move (heough (hesc
prdate 2t a analls pace 3t the rush
Fours. Many suzgerlions
ready boer maede in Neiten trans-
Dnnitlm\ while at Lhr same i
edt dewn the

south bound motm =

The tohstroction of such unders
round poaiages Al fhe seralegle
peints mertioned would surely Im-
prove teaMe conditicns, smd could
be financed, T believe, with sn ap:
fon under the ncw warks
t. Y D'AULBY.
Waskingion, May 1.

1u-m e

A0-MT MLERBART
i
8l |
I

16 HHIEH?WDOB
73 SCLOIERS WORNE
VLSRG N H

f‘nm

ot iE gy
Ty ==

W }a,
.e\..m P
28 Ly

MG PENNA, AVE

= BT W =
HY .
of - | I
: - :
D 5T.
VA, 812 T4 FERI W
= Avg
T T
q i
FIGURES IN BLOCKS INDICATE ROUTE NUMBERS -B

TO BESTINATIONS AS SHOWN'

40



PARKS AND PASSAGES

TUNNEL VISION // PAUL FABRBER

Underpass Shown in Dupont Circle A'Hode:;_

H, €, Whidchurst, District director of high-
ways, eranines n scole model of Dupont
Circle o2 it woyld sppoar ofter eonstrucnan

of riie propeted wuderarns.

Dupont Body.
Votes, 98 - 2;
For Tunnel

Citizens Indorse Report
of Committee for
Circle Underpass.

Tidoesing by 50-2 the report, of s
exorubive eaiminitles on the proposed
Tuponi circle undegpann, the Dupant
Civele Cilizens Assagintion yeslerday
lutnished furier pronf of pubkic
support behind 1ho projecl,

Thee tndevpans, which would earry
Connecticul pvenue stroof cars and
threugh maler leafle Below Dupant
elrele, was credited in the repart
with |he [olowing mejor edvani:
Reesr Free flow of ieafic on Connec:
licut and Muzsachizells avonues; vé.
tuen in Connesticot and Mossachus
sl avenies of buscs sbd awinmae
liiles now ronted alohg Meieby pesls
'donlial strectss and greator safpiy
foe pedestriany al fhe cirels.

Conceding cortrin disndvantages
allnched 16 the undeepass, tha rapart
aummarlzed  other propased  Belu-
Ulens and characleclted them a1
unsatisfaclory.

ravored By Yoan Duzer.

“If properly and Avtistically ean-
streieled and well mainisined, the
underpies Wit Tesult dn dmproved

Dupont Circle Subway Model

- ToBeSetUp for Public Study

Citizens to Get Chance 10 Comment on Proposal to

Alleviate Traffic Condition Which Has Been

Vexing Capital for Years, |

The public will have an oppos-
wnity 1o pras judgmend an the
propased Dupant Clegie subway
Tuesday, when a medel showing
she micessary chaniges will be dis-
n]ayud al the Mayfowar Hotel, De-

cd by engineers af the departs
mem al highwiys, the model shows
by means of mintature nutomohiles
and satract vars how trafflc might ae
re-pautad 1o climinate he preseat
congestion,

"We'va hecn feellag acound with
Dupont Civele fnp slx yoars now,”
Direclar nf Hlmua;s H, €. While-
hutst said yegterd Yend this by the
only solutlon we ﬂnd There [t op.
position 1e M. of courss, bul we
think' iz because i den'l,
undetatand i Bvervbady unders
atands medels, snd nflar neking ai
this ane, they cen shast as many
hioles uu nu it an they want”

Ornp popular misconecep.
ions s'hwt the plan. eccording. 1o
Capt. Whitshurst, [n that lhe under- |
pags woirlld enfail lavgs abutments
aleng  Connoetlent avennz  sboye |
and befpar ihe cirele, Actuslly, he
prinied out, only Inw rallings will
e necessary to gmde lrafe in and
oul nf the subway.

The princlpal advantuge nf ihe |
{change” wrukl be ta ERETEERLE |
thennugh trafle an Copnecticlt gig-
Aue fram ntner iraffic entetng the .
jrircle. At preeent, and-haif o ihe |
roudway, wiich (s shous 43 fest in

width. iz complicaied 9y sirest nnr;||
running in opposite ditection o
autrmablles.

Highway  Deparlmept engireavs,
wazking with the dirsciar of ve.
hitles and eraffic s0d the Cﬂ-urﬂlnal-
ing dmmittee of the National Ca
flal Park and Planning Com;
Eidm, diseardad the ides of mcrn]y

narenwing the inner slirwali They
alss decided 1L wauld do itz good
lo place ear iracks an bath sides
af Lhe eirels,

It Congresd Approprisles funds
for the change, the inner sidewalk
will be nurrowed somewhat and fhe |
rnndv\av will b divided inls twa

rix, tha jnner section (0 be re- |
slrh:led o through Mazsachuscis |
avonoe icafle. The outer saelinn
|w|11 be free 16 auicmablles onlering
or lgaving on anJ 4f the other in-
werapcling sire
I Directlonal Er[and: vy hoen piens
vided, poridy in estholish 1rafRc
|cl|am:=|-s and parily as salsly zones
I8t pedenttians,

mt Dupont cirele and the:
belinrment nl l.'hls il‘l:n ond s

Capl. Ti. c Whll.ehurst. direator
inf bighnwys, pnd Williom A, Van
Duzar, dlveetar nf, (rafie, spoke #i
Lhe mpoting In behalf of the projeel

Explalning 1Hat the cost of oofe
strucilng  the  $HA000  underpess
wanld be mel from tegular hi
wuy  departmert  nppeapr munns.
Copt. Wistehurat said the plan did
pol conlomplaie dny Increpse In the
‘I:iliiurlnﬂ fsx 0 specind issosment
an praperly @ op nepr (Re girgle

All-Night Parking Bun Asked.

Annsher eesplullon odopted by the
uswr.lntian oxpresaed the 'hnpa' 1hat

the nat-loo-dlsiant futore” uki-
uu:ht porking woubd be roled i
Iog!

'me nsanciation atse cafled for anl
prdinance [arbidding the sounding
of hoyns helwesn midnlghl ood 7
a, m, o, {n another mation, oilied
otienllen o the commen use f
hnrng for purposes sther than traflc
safely.

P U € Witneses Anked.

The Kenitworlh Cilizens Assooia-
fion woled Lo ask membets of la
pub]lc tillties vomnmitice ty pPERT
bt the nngmszluﬂﬂ hearlng oo the

! tranit situntion [notead of demand-
t ing & rehoaring of {he Ciupital Tran-

alf Co. evelliallon casg belore lho
Publiy Uillitios Carmmlssion,

opling an unomual resolution
ml.rottucuﬁ by Mrs, Chirles Adem
Bnkey, the Propresaive. Citlzens As-
um.!.ltmn of Gmrgeuaw.: voted tn

ihint swners of ms!denthl Pcﬂy
ke given Lhe privilege of gaying
tax to lhe Distriel Governmant oo
oxciugive piTking rights in fromteofl
{lheir homes, The essocintion cefe-
bepled it efovenih omiiversary,
Spuaking before both the Dartor
Park and the Takema Pack, 0. C,
Cilizens Assecintions, Tiley Elgen,
chufean of the Public  tiitios
Cammigsion, doclnred Lhat wmm-
1an enjoys Jower eloclric fgal, @
ahd lelephone vates than mest ¢
ol comparable size.

Track Bemoval Soughl,

The Tokomn Park ussoclation
yoled Lo sk for removdl nf old
slivat cur 1ipeks oo Lobrel and Ase
ten strecls and requesied thntxu
b prepoved far widening 1lia !
steeel undorpass undor

Hpllroad iracks, The pass Is sald l.o
b ted narrew Lo allow cagy passege
u' bum

r Park sroup askod Iﬂ

'an addlllan 1o the Whiltier e]:m

{nry aehaol ond completed plans

8 ioinl Chrigtmas celebrulion with
Lhe Tokoma Farle Assoelation De-
:mnbur 31 y| the Takema Park pliy-
grotne

fostivitles wers begun_at ihe meet-
Ing af the Michigan Tark Citizens
sgsotiaginn, The comemllies In sharge
is hraded by -Tnhn T, Hillyerd and

.Tnseph Pdi‘kl‘

The. Foreat Hills Ciilsens Asanua-
lon Lndnrscd & rosplotien dsking
preservazion of Deaatur Hogses T{
s annqunead thal the esseoiation’s
annual dinner wili be held &t Co-
Jumain Coundry Club on Jenuary 25

Plans for exlensive  Chelstmas

Lrerposis Ctrela.

Heing a resident of tho aeighbar-
hoad of Dupent Ciccle, may { ob-
Jent 1a tho propozed willul weslc of
taxpavery money n bullding o
Tahel aob l‘h’ e e convenienee
Al & few antlguated slieel ears The
truuhle ol Duepehl 1 only cavsed
By sETtet aacs lh.llsllm(.d have Henn
divcndoddong are Ia tavor of bust,

—A. W, Wanhinglon.

Stores Battle
Dupont Circle
Underpass Plan

Connecticut Av, Merchants
Name Commitiee for
Svudy of Teaffic,

The Connecticut Aveaun  BMer-
chanls Aszoniatlon Tnsl might voted
1o present @ formal protest to the
Ceommissloners ppainst & proposal
to construct an underpass &t Duptnt
Clrele.

A commiltee wad lnstrucled to
atudy irafle canditions near the eir
cle and offer one or more methods
of relioying congeation there.

Oppasing the underpass baeaus:
i Wu]l‘:]l tnkel_a erge pen‘entm 05

and  impair Ihe investments of
businees men, members - further
claimed Lhe changs was ot nesded.

Underpasy Sogzeaisd,

An allemnative suggested Lhe coo-
stvuction of an-underpass on Masia-
chutotls avenue instead with an
sntrance ane hlogk eqat of ﬂ\e circle
and fn outles one block we:

Other proposzls m:'luded lhg e
1lan of lslanda azound Dupent Ciccle
similur to thoge 0 uee e Sixteonih
awect and Lhe ellmination of the
rirele foontaln with division into
|Zour poris—lanes fgor Both Massa-
El\l.ls!ﬂ.! and Connecticut avenues,

The commiticn appointed o pres
sant the statemeant of oppasition nod
suggested alternatives ncluded E
L. Graham., Ho L Rusl asod M.r;
Eleanor Paiterson. Two othess will
he named later.

Cpest zpealoer of the pssociation
“was Miss Ethel Ehlen, Post fashion
editor, wha discpssed glyle mhmm
and markoting methods, Offerin
assletance 1o roembers jn mlvi!\"
their mroblems [n mecchandising
ghd styler. Bfisg Ehlan devatsd &
partla a{nlher talk o answaring

individual problems,
Flans for the. fortheoming Chiist-
mies #ift show were dlasussed. Ex-
pressing approval of & gift show
thly wyear In plece of the nnnual
fasbion show, members set Novem.
ber 3 25 the teiiative dale 1
Flans spproved provide for a
{welve-houy gift show fo be pre-
stinted in the main ballroom and
Chinese foom ol the Mayfower
Hotel, with baoths of Cunnecl.ir:ut
iRvEAUE mErghaAnts showing =
plele selsetion of suilable Chml-
|mas i,

$47250,000
D. C. Budget
'Fixed in Bill;
Deficit Faced

Senale  Sub-Commitice
Revises Fund for,
Highways.

Measure Will Fall
Shqrt by $4.000,000

Pennsylvania  Avenue
'  Bridge Provision Is
it Re-inserted.

By James D, Sserest,

A Diswict appropriatimis bill sg-
mrezating approximately $47,250,000
snd & gencyal rovenue defieit af
4000000 will be reporied 1o the
Senale Appropriations Commitiet
tnday by nosob- toe Wwhich

Cantlnued from Vuge b |

way deparlmanl teating planl be te-
graned was Renpbad.

Kennedy had oMered Lhe reargai.
mation sy amendment an 1he
Havza fone He also had called the
attention of the sdh-commilies 1o
the fact that the DEICICL was pax-
ing tie Bureau nf Slandards more
1n last ils paving material thra &
wauld easl i operate nc clozed
Dizirict teating laboratory.

Supply Bill Texd

The Districl suppiy bill proowaly
will be repnried uwtay ar mnrenw
fallowing npproval by the full Ap-
proprialiong Commiiege and may be
pazsod by 1he Senale before the end
or the week,

Chatrmpa Callins, of 1he Hpds®
subecommitiee on Distriet approsti-
ations, is expeeicd o mnke o dght
for rostecatinn ol the highway proaj-
ety eiimpnaled by lhe Senale subn-
enmmiltee, and compromises prab-
anly will be made by both Scoals
and Hguse managess before he bIFl
i3 snnl 10 the White House.

Calling sponsored 1hg Thonws £
cle underpdzs and the K sreet aver-
pags as traffic alleviainn mossures, |
while the Duponr Cirele andarpess
wns recommended by Budget
EBuresu,

Thr eidimated, cosls arn Duprmlv
FABOLONG, Thnnrnu?. E33000; - and

ni Avenur Briden
waE 2P - 1he Biidret Buren
Dt rejodied by the House sub.com-
mitice.

Sepater Thomae lad previously
Leclie. e wAs DI In el ap ihe
underpisees angl ovErBasses wishoul
wrlting in wew projoctes bul he =ub-
soquertly agroed e il new dlewm,
ag nlherwise a Jarge sirplus would

yesierday drastically teviced the
highway fund iems,

Chairmay Thomas {Demeeraty, ol
Ghklahoma, disclosed (her 520000
i slart conséruction of the Pamnsyl-
vania Avenue Bridge had been pal
back into the bill. 1i had been
eliminated by the Housc

' The sub-committos struck  out

faree majar highway projects de-

rilmed ta Faeilitate teaffic; viz., wo-

derpassce At Dupont snd Thomas

eireles snd an overpaes alohg K

sireel ar Hock Creck Parlway.
New Bridge Approved,

Az a mbstitule 107 these projects,
the sub-commitize inseread 54604000
inr an enlirely new proposal=—a
hridge along Maessachuseltls avenuo
mipe Roek Croek Parkway—and’
EW0000 for various stral improve-
ment |tems,

Upan motlon of Senalor Thomas,
the sub-commitiee =lin Inzeried an !
authorization {or tho District Com-
missioners o nstall parking metees, |
aithough thtee previous Senate pro-
posals have been dofeated. I
+ At aresult of the refus) of See-
E—ta-’x'lckns and the Seiate Rules&]

nmmiltes (o parmit Health Depatt- 3
ment inspectorg fo inspect Interior
TDepartment gnyd Senate restavrantd,
respectively,  the  sub-commltlos
wrote inta the bill an authorzation
dar the Health Depactment to fa-
rpeet alb pubilic ss well ag privae
roElaurants,

Jurisdiclion Challenged.

The Helise sib-tommilies breught
it in exeeutive herelngz (kal the
Jurisdiclion of the Health Depari-
mept gver these Federal reftaurania
wag challenged.

Scnalor Thomss said thal the
Housa appropriztion of $30060 for &)
study of Dstricl government re-
nrganization plans have been clim-
inated, but that the suggestion of

‘Represeniative  Kennedy ¢ (Dem-
aeeatd, of Maryland. that the high--

|
“5ee DISTRICT. Page T Column & ©

in the highwsy fund:,
Even now the (und will pave g subsi
stantial surpius. !

The Mazaachuseils avenns-Bnek
Creel Firleway Bridge ta nne nf the |
propesals i the Ave-ytar progesm)
of the higway depatimenl but’ (v
hag ninl heen sorpested apenly hr-'
fare far the 1938 hiil,

Capt. C. Whitphurs, direcior |
nl hlzh\\'\u uu called wpon for
ah estlmate the Senatic £libs onm-l

millne afler :t Bad teen deeided 1o
climinate Duponl and Thomas lec
underpasses,

The nayemwe luneel under 3as|
sachusells aveaus along Rovk Creok |
Packvway hae lopg been a waflie
hazavd.  Capt. \\'huehur‘l =rid il]
would evst more 1o widens the tun-|
nel than in bulld 5 bridae. which
wrgs|d he snmawhat similar 1o the.
P Street Bridge nver Rack (.Nek
Parkwar.

Prabiem Tocrdased,

While the intal ol 1he Discher il
aporopristions teay be reduced in
conference, the Sonele roocontmons
dationg increase (he problem of the
House sub-commitie on fiser] rola-
tlong In deafing a new rax hill

horess the Heouse sub-chmmic-
tee anticipated 3 defght nf onle
L0000, the Senate bill . wenld
nectssitale 1he eaizing of twice thal
amourn and ke pellel problem is
stil] wmgerrled,  1f mddilional fuuds
e atlowed in the seneral deticlenry
will, follnwing the soecial Investi-
gallg, ihe ampant mosl booadded
n the deficit and e new %
burden.

Chaizman Nichala

Hlll ol be ready
she full Hewse: Dhlr[r Cnulmmn:
befre neay week.

The sub-commillien is ready. hows-
~ver, 1o voosmmend somooeart of
inperae lwy and probably s SLE0
zealty rale and A Bt tax allawing
the husinpss privilege ey taex-
pirg @1 e end the curvend Ascal
Your,

Two Vital Projeets.

"“Fha jeggling ol Rizhwhy [ema in o2
Distrlet budgzer does no crodlt (o Coozvess
In ite capmeily a3 a chy conc? (o W
lngion,  Improvements o alimineis Ltalle
hezards np eeliese eonpasion anght in T2
made in aceprd with experr advies bassd on
angiueering zrudles. Perspnal peajudices
against some paviicular profeel ol (his sact
;;Imuld heve no piace In the final drlion.

After chreful atody of the entipe lraffic
i:rubl.em e Districe Saginears Depariment
poilined A Ave-rear program Af mareves
ments, Certrinly 132 Judzmenl aozht in he
Falfed npon unless s convinring ease to the
contrary is torhcoming, Rt thn Sennte
A:ppmpriallot‘ls Committea kaz raken thz
position that The loval antbecltizs de oot
koo what trafc-relisf projecia ara most
frgear

In some reapaste |be sitituds tazen By

the [uil commlttee Thursday ke mare rrasan-
able than that pravisusiy Indorsed hy the
gub-commitiee, Chairmsn Thamas i (he
sth-committea wonld Jave left a substan-
that surplug lo the hizkwar fund in spite af
thé fack (hat this money ganno: he spent for
gmeml puorposes and, if left In the Treaniry,
would draw na interest  The tull committes
decided that, sinca & five-year program of
Improvementz Rtas baen sotlined and tha
mouey ls avallable, It may A3 well ba spant
while the Distriet has an seqte umemploy-
ment problem. Nevartheleaw, it grarified
what appears to b & whim an che part af
Senaior Thomms br eliminating %o of the
moat vital projects.
_ From the communliy vinwpnint tha mmder-
pess benenth Dupont Cirtle and she K siree:
prade separatton wers probably the most
urzent highway itams in the hiil. The
‘Rapate commities srack out both of them
‘ARd added yarlous prejects of less immedi-
‘ata_soneerm.  Restoralion of funds for tas
_,Pfeﬂnayl_vmil Avsnos Bridpe was antlraly
’g-_iaiasnnable’. But replacement of tha Rock
Creek Parkwar tonmel under Masearhu-
aeus avenue by an expensive open bridss i3
nnch lesn pressing. Elthar this {tem or
ft:ug F540,000 added by the Senate commii-
tea for street pavement could ba eliminated
wzumuL woriously disrupting ha hIEhway
Program.
V'The same cannot be said of the 'Dupent
“Cirele underpass and the K eires grade gep-
stion, Comstruetion of tha Thomas Cirele
‘anderpass might Well bs deferred hecanse
"ot tha rerious pongesion ihat would resuli
ﬁom disrupcion of traffic on both circlea at
tha sams tima.  But the expandlzure af rhis
-zurplos fand woilld berome almnar faveleal
1t the two moel ¥iial suzgestsd Improve-
ments should be laft our, Tha eommenics
eaw oaly hope tha the Senite and the ron-
ference committes will mive mnra weight Lo
sound sogineerlne judsment than the Sen-
-ate cominlitas has don=.
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Dupont Circle
Underpass Gets
Wide Suppor

1947

Young Visions
Dupont Tunnel
In Spring, 48

o underpass, which]

only & promise for the
past 10 years, may be a reality by

Tunnel Bid TEetters To The Editor
For Dupont
Is Awarded

Muin Driveway

Roferring to your May 12 e3"2
torial, “Dupont Circle” T conterd...
that It may sl noe be too lite

20 spring of 1968, Engineer Canv| Under Cirele et s ,,,,‘.,g i

missiencr Gordan R Youns an e s S

nouneed yestertay. _ (e e

mittianes Young reportss For $3,951,485 e sty

Slans to pass autoraobile snd steeets| 5 e e Snalng

car traffio urde Uve ciccle bad been [ g, Sttt the comscuction s hore thay sbonll awi
Soen, aver sioco e srestcar ling
was m=|= out of P #l. west of tha'”

e and Bublie OUlties Commia-

Faners.

Mo waid e hoped blusprints
wouid Be readsy for uids this sprig |
Ho pred

fake Tose

i praser u exly mugns
4 yeor. | Gave et msrthe. park tn5
e approved plan was accepted volving. wilk mﬂl en-,
br the Natiooal Capital Park and cartine; aimost In:
Planming Gommnissian. wadies his

& taonel for

Come
7 o draigit tunnsl
umdier the centar. of the

Dangerous traffic conditions
trolleys going in both directions (“Eorei Younw tald reparsern
e v

cut e 1ot gure by 320,000, kol
explal

aii
cirele, reached by have  very good bar-

e e share the northbound lane
with cars. Photos by Robert Crockett.

woriat price o
P on a the praject i expeited |

11eq to PRA before comstruction

i earller this
Wren completed. the projeet wiil
pince all Comntcticut ave, utamo-

nlnﬂ s tunnel around toe

™M 1947

Dupant Civele
Protosts sgainst the underpass o be cone
atrucled beneath Duponl Circle have
reached rother formidable proportions.
lllll}’ citizens livieg in the wres wr deing
e there fcar Lt the {refic tuaacls |
w'll ha unsightly and will thus alfect prop-
erty values, Others contend that the im-
proven will not be worlh anylhing like
13 S4400000 which |2 now estimated as
et SN others contend thal the
pedestrian entrances 1o the undergeourd |
srestcar loadinz platiorms will encouraze |
thigvery ond immoral rastices.  Others |
think that It would have besa advisable o |
Bave had the underpass serve Massschu
sells avenue automobile teaffic indesd of
trying t5 sccommodaie both melor and |
stroetear trefic on Connecticut avosus. |
No doubt exch of these srguments has |
some merit. It Is plrllwhﬂy disturbing
that an improvement
cost pot much more iban lla\l a million
dottars should. now iavales he cxpenciture
of sover: Wat sum.  Part of this
inersaso aritcs, hawsver, from changss in
the, uriginal plans desigaod to_ eliminate |
viriass objetins

i

tasipayers showld have bee: r
ity ta raview the projact In the light of
these Increased charges before Ihe undes-
around work pot under wy, Wa doubt,
hewever, that such hesrings would have
resulted in any change. For 1here has baso
widespread agreament that something must |
be done about the Dupont Circle boltle
neex. and the present plan carsies the @
proval of lhe Natignal Copital Park and
l'ri_nnl.nl Commission s well as that af the
L government and lhe Publit Rescs
brnion, i gl Do
cost of Lhe mal clure.
iy g b B
srourd passaze wayy will become o baven
for criminals, s may be said of any sub-
way ystem. The answer will have 1o be
mare palieing. Fartunalely, the problem
s bean simplified by puiting the strect.
car tunnels undor Ihu nim
rggniag them
gl intended, and vy almiamitng scvori
Piginirlan entranees. I is regrettadle that
P project will mar ihe beauty of Connes-
t ave and Dupoat Cirele, but lhe
s of whother (his toss woukd be oflset
£ e éaving of 1ms for the many thou.
asbis of Washingloniana who must past
ough (his bollleneck duily was settled in
hhr of the lanier several yoars ago. Now
that the work bas we think it 11 tso
10 1o reopen the isue
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IDuponi; Cir

'STREET
—

=% | |Traffic Rerouted

PREPARED BY DEPT. OF VEHICLES & TRAFFIC

_ . ¥2TH

L I ﬁr_ll—|r—-~‘|—\r—a

| i ¥

TRAFFIC ROUTES MAPPED - Dnpant ‘Circte".will be closed
to automobile traffic Monday and wiil rémain eloged for one
year during work on the underpass there. Map shows the
Terouted {raffie pattern, virtnally ‘a one-way square.
(Story on Page 18)

For Dupont Circle

Area 1o Be Closed 10 Through Travel
For One Year Beginning Monday

Dupont Circle will be closed I.u|
through trafie for a year starting
Monday. Capl. H. C. Whitehurst,
! Distriel. director of highways, said

‘last night

The District Department of Ve-
hicles and Trafic announced sim-
ultancously that vehicles entoring

i the quadrangle bounded by N, R.
18th and 20th sts. nw, starting ;30
a. m, Menday wili procsed In a

! counter-clockwise path zround the

area.
| Capital Transit Co. vehicles alsa
will be rercuted as the conslrue-
tion phase of the three-million-dol-
lar undorpass projects stefs under-
way. Upon completion, expected
In 1950, all Cennecticut ave. auta
trafiic will pass through an under-
around tube at the cirele's eenter,
while streetcars will be routed
through tummels under the cirele’s
outer edge.
' Other Regulations

Motorists will be permitied to|
enter the quadrangle only to Teach
residences or business places with-
in the arca. Traffic will be rerouted
periodicslly as construction pro-
gresses and announced in  the
newspapers. the Motor Vehiclel
Bepartment announced. Other reg-
ulations are:

Norlh and northeast bound traf
fie wilt be detoured via 18th st
which will be one-way norihbommd.,;

Westbound traffic will be sent
down H sb., which will b2 one<way|
westbound.

South and southeastbound Irai-
fte will be detoured via 20th st
which wil] be one-way southbound,|

traffic will be sent
down ¥ st., which will be une-way)
casthound.
L st. will remain open to one-|
| way eastbound traffic.
Pusking will he prehiblted on both sides of |
h o 18 ot o

85, Lo @ &L, e28% 40 Q S (0 38 &t and then
oyer he Tegmiar jowts. - Wesbaund over
reqular Towe o _ad ne te AB

Imiand, R e o T

rdn
& uand

Culvert. Brigge— |
foute io 18Eh wnd |

SRS SN o
sepular fouls &0 18th zed I sia nw., dhen
g R e L
el e, T e e

o
e S alennart Exstbannd oxer |
i2-3i3, Massachusetis gvr —Exsibon |
. Wnd Masechusstis

tax daute (o 3000
T %o 201 a1
Eonnectitut ave an then
Touto, . Was I
5 FoeeuL ae. 1w,
Thun 6, fo B e wewl on B A
R 25 " T e Femlar ronte. |

Underneath Dup'(mt, ﬁirple e

“The ‘Washinglon Post

CONNECTICUT AVE. UNDERGROUND—
‘Whila Christmas shuppers were bustling about
Conneeticut ave yeslerday, workmen were busy

bensath the surfsce of Dupont Cirele laying
stroetear tracks in tha trolley tunhel. The un-
derground tube curves around the east side

The Washingtad Most

Ol No. 1 550\anch'alantly Makes First Run
In Newly Opened Tube Under Dupont Circle

WASHINGTON §

Passengers board the trolley

Mery Van Rensselaer -Thaver
went to Germany May 12 to rids
into Berlin on the first train fo
enter the German copital after
the 14%%-month, Russian block-
ede, When Capitel Transit sched-
uled the first streefour under Du-
pont Cirele it was appropriaie
that - The Washington Post's
transportation opemer-upper
should be aboerd, Here iz her
firsthand account,

By Mary Van Rensselaer Thayer !g

Post Reporter

At 4:4¢ a. m. Capital Tronsit Car [He wobbled off at the Maln Post.
No. 1550, routed for the regular office. From O st, No. 1550 some-

WAY -YStep to the rear
of the car, please” says the motorman as

ground terminal in Dupont Circle’s north-
bound tunnel, opened yesterday for the first
in the under- time =

green trick Jabeled “Periection| “His pension had been upped lnl
Ples.” %150 a month. He nad been born,
At C and 9th, a passenger off-\right near Dupont Circle.

loaded and four, including. a As he had never been “first"!
woman, stepped on. The next stop | anywhere, he thought it worth
two more women and a postal em- |while to invest 13 cents in this par-
ploye, carTying a paper shopplug [tieular ride. “If [ had thet course,
bag, were picked up. No. 1550 T might be out there on assign-
looped into Massachusetts ave. and |ment with these photographers,
|Back to the bleak Union Station, |now,” Sure enough, there were
jwhere 2 man with a sultcase |the inevitable cameramen click-
ot en, ing away while No, 1550 obliging-
1y hesitated, on unballasted track,
before plunging into the yawning
gray cemeni shead.

The Richmond-hound gent for-
got to disembark at the staticn.

No. 42 Tun, pulled out of Lincoln |how managed to get onto F st nw. (- "¢ been Walting Years”

Park car barn at 14th and E. Capi-
tol sts. ne. Howard Norford, with
the company 33 years, was at the

ceatrols.

Though it was still dark, most| Officlals fussed, a handful of
of the passengers greeted Norforg Werkmen hovered, a man with a
with an optimistic “Good morn- |brown crash helmei initialed
ing” At F and 1ith, lwo hape-| D- €7 In white letters heaved

There were no photographers, no |some lady passengers, their hobby. |aboard with & man wearing a hear-

ctowds, to send off No. 1550 on its (pinned hairdos concealed by silk |ing spplicance.”
The radie was |scarves, left to make bus connec-
isilent, Norford, in an impeccable [tions to the Pentagon.

new uniform, drove serenely, hit-

omentous trip.

‘'ve been walt-
ing years to sec Lhis," he exclaimed.

Slowly, and with considerable
majesty, n~u. 1530 glid dowr

No. 1550 hit New York ave. ail

tihg a smart 25 to S0:mile cllpls-.zn a. m. on the nese, Lwisting toward the cavity, ground to :

on the siretch. Mo, 1550 beelinec!

down H jnto 17th and then uplstop for posterlor photopraphs

t0 Uniep Statten, them dauhle:l‘tcunnccucut AlL but four of the|inched toward a second baltery o
|

back to 13th and D sts. ne., where

1o,
Conductor Norford, tmepiece at!S0P
hand, waited from 4:53 in 5:02 a. m, |LePorter Gets Down to Work

Thirteen passengels, all mascu-

line, got om.

hotel workers,-
mien:
@ car

visored hat.

passengers left at the Mayflower|lensmen faneily equipped with tri
. pods, "Watch the birdie!” “Smile!
the gay passengers sadmonishe
Trade began to pick up the stop Norford, who unbent the tinie
before Dupont Circle. Some gzo|fraction. Then with a triump

They were postofice loyes; |assorted porsons, officials, a few|ding-dang- ding-DANG he " gav

- .w' "dx_.,.,g.mréfzf 5@5;,“1 of the curious, a reporter from a|l0. 1550 the gas and we whizze
The sole bright lMght wais|Tival gazette. stepped aboard. The|along, the underground platforr

ie character garbed in[reporter, a blonde mustachioed |Blttering with pearly tiles box
iblue jeans, ehinchiila avercest ancl{man, whipped out a notebook. He
i _ “T'm goam to Rlch.-|got to work with commendable nemes
imond today,” he gurgled to an un-|Promptness by taking down the)legibility in silver.
responslve aundience, “an® I dodri|pames of nonoffietal riders.
E]I:f"gettmg up this early one little

eredd in sapphire blue, statio
lettered with handsom

Without hesitation, No. 155
Only interesting type was .a|Shot up the incline, stopped grace
briefly bearded man in a green|fully at S st. where, amidst con

No. 1550 rocked along C st. be-|windbreaker, His name was Mer-)struction confusion, most of th
tween rows of parked cars, its|rill, he was born in 1905, he had |passengers exited Into the chill
headlight sparking the ruby glows been, s¢ he said, totally dlsabled |some dawn.

The Iast sireet ca

of the taillight after tailllght. The |In the war, and was trying o get ajtube of Dupont circle project war
only other mobile traffie wes & GI study eourse In photography. |oﬁicially opencd. SEkl




PARKS AND PASSAGES

TUNNEL VISION // PAUL FABRBER

HORACE J. MEYERS

BRIG. GEN. G. R. YOUNG

By Sam Zagoria
Post Reporter
ONNECTICUT AVENUE'S big hole in the ground—now trans-
formed into a tile-lined motorists’ dream—will be offeially
dedicated today at noon. A hundred homing pigeons, symbolizing
the return of quiet peace from the two-year staceato of construe-
tion, will be released to various points of the eity.

- In the evening, the Ci

Avenue the mer-

chants’ group of the area, will sponsor a gala folk dancing festival
+ to mark the rejuvenation of Washington's “Quality Street.”

The dedication ceremony—an anticlimax since cars have been

zipping through the structure for several days—will take place
on the south side of the flag-ringed cirele.
' The Metropolitan Police Band will open the dedication program
with & concert starting at 11:30 a. m. The ceremony will begin at
noon with E. Goring Bliss, president of the Dupent Cirels Cltizans
Association, as master of ceremonies.

John Russell Young, president, District Board of Commissioners,
and Brig Gen. Gordon R. Young, Engineer Commissloner, will pre-
sent the $4,775,000 trafic eliminator to the area and Horace J.
Meyars, president, Connecticut Avenua Association, will accept it.

In the line behind a motoreyle ¥

police escort will bs a 1808
Hupmoblle, typical ‘of the Con-
necticut ave. traffic before It
grew to need an underpass.

A decorated bus with a chorus
of singers sounding the glad tid=
ings of the new day for Connecti-
cut ave. traffic is also planned for
the motercade.

. Mrs. H. C. Whitehurst, widow
of the District Director of
Highways; Mrs. Woodrow Wil-

son, widow of the President who *

now lives In the Avenus area; oity
officlals, representatives of the
area’s ocltizens' and business
groups and the District commit-
tees of Congress will be seated
In the reviewing stand,

. Another 400 long-tims resi-

dents of the area, religlous
leaders, editors and others, will
be seated in a section erected
In the circle.

In the avaning the merchants
will take over—and so far as
they are concerned, it's about
time. For more than two years
the retallers have watched con-
crete mixers replace customers’
cars at thelr curbs,

Az Alfred  Pasternak, o0-f

chalrman of the Avenus Asso-
clation Dedieatlon Comml
put it

“I¥Il be a pleasure te have
the customers beat down the
doors for a ohangs, rather than
the steam shovels”

Leo' . Hessler is tha other

JOHN RUSSELL YOUNG

" cochalrman of the committes.

The dancing festival will be
tha Avenue's way of aaying wel-
coma to everybody in an Infor-
mal get-together manner.

Street Lights of Gold
THE south end of the eircle

will be blocked off from 8
to 10 p. m., and the noon-hour
reviewing stand will ba convert-
ed to a dance floor, with colored
lights supplying the proper at-
masphere.

In addition, street lights will
be tinted gold, and many stors
windows will take up the gold
motlf to bathe the avenue in a
eolor symbolle of & half eentury
of progress.

‘The dancing program, with

in native ecost |
w]ll open at 8:30 with an Ameri-
can Indlan dance by Chlef
Thunderbolt Lefthand, a Capl-
tol Hill interpreter of Indian
dialects, Next will bs a Ken-
tucky running set led by Ber-
nard Frank,

Threa Irish lasses, recently ar-
rived from Ireland, will present
several Irish dances. They are
members of ths Douglas Hyde
Soclety, an Irish cultursl gromp)
hers, Five girls from Israel will
do » few Tsrael dances,

Ten lacal dancers of Swadish

S |

extraction will present ' some’

Swedish dances, followsd by
group from St. Sophla's Church

Junior League in Greek tradi-

tional dances. Eugens Ysita,
Pan A ! Unlon pl

A - an
n 'cosr. to. about 54775 ODO and
“in sfze to “three tunnels that
stretch. 2520 feet along Conneet-
Jeut ave.
few statistics glva an idea of
of ‘the ‘eritte

the

Measuted frvm one end of the
sh'eet car. rnmp to the other, the
Dupa nt.c & project is longer
‘than«the’ sum_total of .the other
three ‘downtown underpasses—
Scott and Thomas' Circles and
Virginia ave. at 23d ‘st. nw. Its
‘cost was: neatly five times’ ‘the
“kﬂal prewar cost of lh: other

Tlla 25.000 yargs of ummnlo
used in the one - would
pave :a_two- llnn highway.8 miles
. long. Concrete in depressed ami
surface -highways at the Circl
would add another 2 miles.

The Dupont project

irt Connected
‘%hﬁwn AU ol

>-|Ou

-TEA'L‘ dirt- gained a certal
notoriety’ ‘when. it was:used.
for fill‘at the new Highway. Bridga
and  pushed -the 'northern a
proach ;piles 18 inches deeper;
into.the:ground than they xhnul.q.j
have ‘been.

mer Gnmls.laner (}nr—
“don R, Young told, 055
hﬂdga“llnklng e
$].Ill) 000. " On the

“#ill save

extend m:arly as far.
ture: contains 2850 {ons ofrsreél:

nearly, $4,000,000 et to John Me-
_Shain, Inc., was the biggest ever
“awarded by the District ]ﬂg‘hwﬁ%
Department, The South Ca lt
st. and new Highway hs;;\
cost more, but the work._:
spread among two or moYé
at

about 880,000 man-hours of work.
. One man working a five-day week
cnu.'ld have built it alone in 480

! g alone required
‘!5,168 ain-hy

wiil offer some Mexican dances,

Including one dons with lnlor-‘

ful masks,

The Bethesda Squm Dmg:u
Set, led by Charles Kinser, will:
present several cowboy western-

style dances, followed by the
‘Washington Folk Dance Group,

‘who will ring down the curtain.

with dances round the world and
soms American old-timers.

Davld Rosenberg, recreation
department folk dance in-
structor, will direct the entire
Program.

If it were piled in.one place,
* the ;151,336 cubic yards of h
excavated.at. Dupont Circle would
form-a hill as large as the District
‘building—or as big as a -zo-slory
building 100 -feet square.

besides . ‘McShain’s contrag!
cluded street paving and installa:
tion of utility connections.
Besides all that, the . Di
project undoubtedly set a ‘mes
record In traffic dislocatioff, In
addition 'to closing the 10:point.
intersection at Dupont Cire
for.two years, it also placed &
half-mile block in the way o
east-west traffic.

Letters to the Editor

Surplus Underpass

For some time I have won-
dered what would be done with
the Dupont Circle underpass
Eow used by the Capital Transit

0.

At first I thought I would
rent it and charge people for
storing used razor blades. But,
all joking aside, could it not be
straightened out and used as a
lunnel‘under the Potomac?

EDWARD S. WRANEK.

Washington.

Cily Firm on Bid Stand

7-Year Delay

Period Urged

1

Bus Conversion
CTC Expert Calls Trol]eys
Too Valuable for. Junlund Now.

By Grace Bassett
Start Revorter

A Capital Transit Co. consultant yesterday insisted that
Washington's streetcars are too valuable to junk now.

Instead, W. C. Gilman of New
York recommended conversion
over a seven-year period to an
all-bus system. He would de-
lay until 1961-62 the lifting of
major downtown tracks, brand-
ed by city fathers as blocks
to smooth:{lowing traffic.

Despite the report, the city
stood firm on ils offer to lake
bids by Monday from prospec-
tive operators of an all-bus
company to succeed CTC.

An invitation went out lo
successors afler Congress or-
dered CTC to give up its op-
erating franchise by next Aug.
14. This so-called “transit law™
was aimed al ending a 52-day
walkoul of streetear and bus
drivers last summer.

Disputed by PUC

Gilman's findings were
promptly disputed by the Pub.
lic Utilitics Commission. Chair-
man George E. C. Hayes sent
them to a PUC consullant, Ed-
ward _ Roberts, also of New
Yark, whose “expert” transit
opmim\s have clashed with Gil-
man's frequently in the past,

PUC  Member Robert M,
Weston said Gilman ignored
the erucial question in a pos-
sible conversion. This was the
greater cost of running street-
cars over operating huses, he
said. The CTC books show il
cost 934 cents to operate
trolleys per mile last year and
66.5 cents Lo rrun buses the same
distance,

“I am nol surp
Weston.  “The G
is what T e\nccled from”a man
sb intim. eonnecled with
Wollson " Weston
added. Louis E. Wolfson con-
trols CTC. Gilman testified
for the company, opposing Ro-
berts, in a CTC financial probe
by the PUC in 1853. He also
recommended the last two CTC
fare hikes.

Defended by Giddings
ilman was defended as an
“independent” consultant with
jon by E. C
os, president.
Giddings pointed oul that the
New  Yorker had conducted
studies for Ballimore, Chicago,
Atlantic Cily, Cincinnali,
Cleveland, Dallas, Los Angeles

and many other cities.

His local report was_called
for in a joint PUC.CTC “memo
of understanding” in August
1954, His job was “to de
termine the advisability of con-
version . . "

Gilman stressed CTC's 508
streetears were “exceplionally
good ones.” Service would be
improved litlle, if any, by bus
substitution, he said. C1TC now
has 887 bus

And  costs  of  conversion
would run up capilal expendi-
tures from $11 o $16 million,
il it were accomplished within
two years, Gilman cstimated.
He nalled that qmck a switch
an “cconomic wast

Essential steps in conversion,
faceording to  Gilman, would;
be: |
® Purchase of 430 51-passen-
ger buses at a vost of about
$9.460,000.
® Rebuilding car slations to
slorg buses and buying serviee
facilities at a cost of from s.
to 54 million.

3 ment of the Fourth

Street shops o repair buses,
,AaL a cost of from $1 million to

7 of some 600 ap.|
for bus operations and
ics for inspection and

® Replacement of 143 mllL‘F'

of track by 1962, to cost §1)
* million.
I Gitman apped  al sireet’

planning 10 accommodate more
autos in Washington.

b "None of these cxpcudilurus
“have been or will be of much.|
if any. henelit to mass lrans-
portation and many make loca)’

|lr:u15it operations more diffi-
eult,” he said,
| He added that a large part
of these expenditures could be
'saved if more people rode
transit, thus using available
street space “more efficiently.”
Weston, speaking as a PUC
member, pointed out that Gils
man had failed to mention how
the company would gcl rev-
enues to pay for the “high-cost
streetcar operation.” He noted
an 18 percent decline in pas.
senger loads and an 8 per cent
drop in company revenue since
transit resumed four weeks.

ago.

He judged the worth of
streetear  equipment on  its
carning capacity, Gilman
judged it on its physicial condi-
tion, Weston said,

For example, the PUC, on
Roberts’ data, calculated Lhal
an allbus operation in 1954
would have earned CTC an in-
come before taxes $2.0 million
greater than that earned by
|the company,

Gilman's conversion program
was timed to take out first the
tracks that would cost the most
(lo_maintain, the rzporl said,
| It would work like this:

1956-57—Release 77 slreel-
cars and buy 80 buses; discon-
tinue Route 40 and 42, wosl
-end of Mt. Pleasant, west ol
14th and H sts. nw.; Route 42,
13th and D sis. ne, east of
Union Station Plaza; Route 60}
11th and Monroe, entire ling;
Roules 90 and 92, west of 14th
and U sis. nw.; double tracks
in south half of Union Station
Plaza.

1957-58—Relcase 25  street-
rears and buy 30 buses; discon-
tinue Route 82, Maryland line,
north and east of 5th and G
sts. nw.

1958-59—Release 105 street-
cars and buy 115 buses; discon-
tinue Routes 20, Cabin John;
30, Friendship Ileights and 80,
Rosslyn, or all rail service west
jof Pennsylvanm ave. and 19th
le

lswsl—rn]case 108  street-
cars and buy 115 buses; discon-
tinue routes 50 and 54, 14th si.,
inorth of l4th and G sts. ny.;
routes 70, 72 and 74, 7th st. and
Georgia. ave., north of 7th and
Pcnnsylvama ave. nw.; route 40,
East Capitol, cast of Ist ski
.|Pennsylvania ave. and Tth si.
snw. lo Independence and Ist
se.; all of 1st st. wesl and all
track from 5th to G. mw, »n
5th, Indiana ave. and C st.
inorth to Ist and C sls.
i Pennsylvania ave., 8th s
Balrmy circle.

| 1861-62—rclease all the rest
lof the streetcars (198) and ouy
B0 buses; lift all remai~ing
il.rauk. F and G sts. nw.; New
Jersey ave., TUh sl south: of
Pennsylvania, Independence
ave. from Tth st. (o and includ-
.ing the Southwest Mall loop;
Inorth half of Union Station
Plaze; Lst st, cast and Penn-
sylvania and Bth s se.; from
15t and Independence se. to
Navy Yard.
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WaShillgt()ll Scene . . . By George Dixon

4 Ride With Mrs. Thompson

Under Dupont Circle there
s a quarter-of-a-mile tunnel
intonded strictly for streets
cars. A Congressman's wife

unwlttingly
drove her au-
tomobile into
it the other
cvening and
went through
the most
nightmarish
itwo minutes

Thompson,
wife of Rep. Dixen

T. Ashton Thompson of Lou-
isiana, was on her way to a
cocktail party at the apart-
ment of Dr. Paul Roller, Wash-
ington lab owner. She said
she was anxious to get to the
affair because the hostess had
promised to serve rice balls
made from rice grown In Rep.
Thompsen's parish.

Mrs, Thompson explained

distributing rice seeds like
mad since being elected four
years ago and already has
school kids sprouting rice in
window boxes all over Wash-

ington.

How she got into the trol.
ley tunnel, the Congressman's
lady said she will never know.
But it dawned upon her that
something was amiss when
she found herself looking up
at a platform where people
where waiting for a streetcar.
She stopped and called up to
a man: “I seem to be in the
wrong tunnel.”

“Lady,"” replied the man un-
reassuringly, “you sure as
heck are!”

Mrs. Thompson said_there
was no room to turn and a
sharp curve loomed ahead.
She summoned all her fast-
ebbing “courage and acceler-
ated ahead.

“I expected to see & street-
ear'coming strajght at me any
minute,” she sald. “I knew if
ith I'd just sit there

e was. preoc

with the thought of Lhis social
lug for Louisiana rice be-
cause her husband aspires to
be known as the Capital's No.
1 rice champion. He's been

paralyzed and be killed.”

She finally got safely out of
the tunnel, only 70 feet ahead
of-an oncoming trolley. When
she recounted the experience

to me later, Mrs, Thompson
said she had only one favor to
ask.

“For the sake of my hus.
band's constituents,” she im-
plored, “please make it clear
that I did this GOING TO the

party, not COMING
FROM.”

IF_YOU CALL the Span-
ish Embassy any afternoon a
mechanical voice answers in

nglish;

“This is the Spanish Embas-
sy, Our offices are closed at
1:30 daily. Please leave your
name and telephone number
and we shall be glad to return
your call tomorrow. Start
talking when you hear the
first_tone and continue until
you hear the second.”

The yoice then repeats this
in Spanish,,and heaves a long
sigh at the end.

Bjlingual cutups that I
know have left a wild assort-
ment of English and Spanish
messages for the Spanish Am- |
bassador and the Countess of |
Motrico, asking them 'if
Franco knows how early
they're knocking off.

Tight 1956 Kine Peatures
1o 'gmim . Incd

Lettérs to the Editor

Trolley Terror

1 would like to tell you of an
incident in which I’ was in-
volved recently in your eity, in
the hope that it will bring to
the attention of the proper au-
therities a most deplorable traf-
fic situation.

On Saturday night (Feb, 16)
around midnight, a friend and 1
were driving north on Connecti-
cut ave, on our way to Bethes-
da. We had heard that there
Wwas an underpass that could
be taken to avoid Dupon{ cir.
cle, A block or two before the
circle, we approachpd an un-
derpass and thinking that it
was the one about which we
had been told, we entered it.

It wasn't until we rounded a
sharp curve that we realized
that we were in an underpass
that was meant only for trolley
cars. We were unable to back
out because of the sharp curve,
so we drove around several
more curves, finally able to
pull off the tracks onto a pas-
senger platform just in time to
avoid being hit by a trolley. We
then had to turn around and
go back the way we had come,
and once again narrowly missed
being hit by a trolley car trav-
eling in' the other direetion.
When we finally got back on
the strect'we were both quite
shaken up and realized that
we had escaped injury only by
the fact that the trolleys travel
infrequently at that late hour.

1 want to say here that when
we entered the lunnel we saw
no signs Lo indicate that it was
for trolleys only, and there
were no barriers to prevent
automoblliles from entering it.
1 have Since learned that sev-
cral other people have made
the same mistake. In a city such
as  Washinglon, the Nation's
Capital, where many strangers
come and go daily, such a traf-
fic hazard, 1 feel, is inexcus-
al

e.
VIRGINIA B. HOLLEY.
Towson, Md.
d

At the cntr;mce to this strectcar tunnel on 14th st.

near Independence ave. sw. the “Keep Right” sign

By Alfred E. Lewis
8tafl Reporter
ASHINGTON'S three
trolley tunnels, designed
" to sogthe some sore points
“of city traffic, are giving a
few drivers a pain.

Mainly tley're the out-of-
towners, unschooled in the
Capital’'s maze of circles,
radial avenues and rush-hour
regulations. In their often
‘nervous efforts to get about,
some have been known to dis-
cover a blissfully traffic-free
lane along the car tracks,

So they follow it.

Next thing they know,
they're underground — in
something that resembles a
New York subway, perhaps,
or the Hoosac Tunnel.

On the heels of this dis-
covery, they hear a screech.
ing of brakes and an an-
guished eclang-clang-clang.
Hard on their bumper is an
electrified monster, 3 trolley

~car.
Fiction? Indeed not.

IT HAPPENED just the’

other day to Virginia B.
Holley of Towson, Md., whe
was riding with a friend.
-They Irad heard there was an
“underpass benecath busy Du-
-pont Circle, and looked for

il
:  Se what happened? They

missed seeing the incon-
spicuous “Keep Right" sign
on the trolley platform at
Connecticut ave. and N. st.
nw. and another 3 few feet
to the north, at the tunnel
entrance, They plunged in.

In a letter to The Wash-
ington Post, Miss Holley said
she and her friend found
themselves trapped. They
were narrowly missed by two
streetcars before getting out.
To avoid a northbound car,
they pulled over onto the
loading platform at the tun-
nel's “subway station.”

She sald they drove out
the way they had comg, and
were almost hit again—this
time by a southbound car
coming out the other side of
the underpass.

JUST LAST Saturday, two
unldentified motorists did
almost the same thing, area
businessmen® reported, They.
stopped at the bottom of the
incline and backed up. Peo-
ple who saw the incident
flagged down a trolley until
they got out.

One store operator said a
chartered sightseeing bus
from out of town, loaded
with tourists, recently got
into the tunnel. It couldn't
maneuver its sharp turns
and had to back out.

is small and bent. The “Don’t Enter” sign

2

e

couls

apply to the tunnel or to northbound lanes,

Capital’s Trolley Tunnels Leave
Visiting Motorists in a Maze

Officials of the Police Ac-
eident Investigation Unit
said there have been no ac-
cidents reported as a result
of this type crror. But they
have long felt the 8-year-
old tunnel should be clearly
marked to avoid the danger
©of a serious crash.

THE NORTH END of the
tunnel also is poorly marked
—"Keep Right” is the only
warning—but the approach
here is downhill. Motorists
can see the pitfall before
they land in it. They go on
to the shorter, wider and
straighter vehicular tunnel,

A second lrolley tunnel in
some ways is a greater haz-
ard. It's the one at the Bu-
reau of Engraving and Print-
ing, 14th and E sts. sw.
Once a tractor-trailer truck
started down the incline,
The embarrassed driver had
to back out. He, too, had
missed the small warning
signs;

The biggest hazard here is
getting bounced by a trolley.
An automobile easily can
manguver through this tun-
nel—as owl buses on the line
do—but the driver dning so
will find himself turned
around and headed in the
wrong direction, *

THE THIRD TUNNEL—
the granddaddy of the three
—is a short one with a slight.
turn, under the Capitol
grounds at Louisiana and
New Jersey aves. nw, Unlike
the others, which are twinned
one-track tubes, the Capitol
tunnel is two tracks wide,

Here the greatest hazard
is a book of tickets held in
the hands of a policeman.
Tickets are rare, however,
for the tunnel is marked
plainly: “Closed to Vehicular
Traffic.”

Crities of the poor mark-
ing of the tunnels have
claimed they should be clear-
ly marked with warning
signs, as Boston and San

Francisco do outside their.

trolley tunnels. Flashing red
lights perHaps would do the
trick, they say, along with
plainly worded - signs.
“Streetcar Tunnef— Motor-
ists Keep Right," is one pos-
sibility. “For Trolleys Only™
is another,

In the words of Miss Hol-
ley, the baffled Maryland vis-
ilor, something ought to be
done—"in a city such as
‘Washington, the Natlon's
Capital, where many stran-
gers come and go daily, such
a traffic hazard, I fcel, is in-
excusable.”

‘For Streetcars Only’

Signs have been crected above the streetear entrances of
the Dupont Circle nw. underpass and at 14th st. and Inde-
pendence ave, sw., warning motorists that the tunnels are
for trolleys only. Traffic Director George E. Kenelpp said
the 6 by 2%-fool reflectorized slgns are visible from a
block away.
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Tunnel Use Ideas

Vary From Shops
To Bomb Shelters

By Jerry Landauer

Bee Reporters

Assistant Engineer Commissioner H. 0. Webb Jr. yes-]

terday suggested using the Dupont Circle trolley tun-
nel as a bomb shelter, a storage space for cars im-
pounded by the police, or an arcade for newsstands,
lunch counters and small shops.
' Webb made the proposal in
a report to Engineer Commis-
sioner A. C. Welling. He and
other city officials have been
eanvassing possible uses for
three tunncls which will be
Y “ when all D. C.
streetear lines are
converted to bus operations
next January.

Only one of the three, the
one under Capitol grounds
near Louisiana and New Jer-
sey sves. nw., Is suitable for

autos or busses, Webb dis
covered.
Highway engincers should

prepare plans 10 mesh this
Capitol Plaza tunnel jnte the
eity’s street system, he recom-
mended. It might be set aside
exclusively for busses or
pedestrians could use it as an
underground walkway..

The tunnel at 14th and C sts.
sw. can't handle motor traffic
because it has a single en-
trance and was built &s a 180
degree underground  turn.
about, Webb reported. He said
the entrance should be paved
level with 14th st.

This tunnel could be used
he said, as a rainy day lunch
hour rest arca for federal em.
ployes, as storage space for
street-sweeping carls, as A
parking area for government
officlals or as an arcade,

“An old trolley leads the procession, fol-
lowed by the Fi. Myer fife and drum corps
during Mt. Pleasant's farewell ceremony

marking the

Fans Hold ‘Last

Br Arthur Ellis, Staff Photographer

end of streetear service lo
that section of the city. Service will be
discontinued Dec. 3.

Rites’

For Mt. Pleasant Trolley

True, the old dray-horse's:that used to rate both a motor-
departure for the glue works'man and conductor.
used to flond a cerlain amount, The last streetear will run
of mascara in its day. And any;the Mount Pleasant route, from
threat to the cable cars in Mount Pleasant and Lamont
San Francisco was enough to!sts. nw. to 14th and East Capi-
bring out a few manifesto/tol and 13th and D sts. ne., in
writers and pickets. \the dark hours of the morn-

But you have to put an end,ing next Sunday. Then the
to a trolley line—the Mount'buses take over.
Pleasant line in Washington,! By slaging the trolley tri-
to be specific—to witness aihme, the Mount Pleasant Vil-
bang-up, roof-rousing [uncra!;!agc Centennial Committee
like the one that took place;(chairman Eugene M. Baker,
here yesterday. |Jane Amenn-Jenes, Elizabeth

Included was an hour-long|Cobbe and S. Marvin Spicer)

|lhem go. When the cable
|broke in any part of Washing-
jton, the whole system stoped.
A5 for the horse cars—well,
|they were just Loo slow.”

‘parade with 25 units, including|
‘The Old Guard (Ft. Myer) Fife
and Drum Corps in full co-
lonial costume, an Army Color
Guard, a “fancy-danning” eav-
alry platoon (the Silver Spur
.Riding Club), the Happy Hol-
low- High Steppers (and they
did), Cardoza High School Ca-
dets, antigue autos, neighbor-
hood youth groups such as the
Monroe Busy Bees and Mo-
hawks of the Barney Neigh-
borhood House. and a United

not only celebrated 60 years
of trolley riding and the
neighborhoond's 100th anniver-
sary, but kept up an old tra-
dition.

Mount Plcasant's tradition
of a high community spirit
dates back to the post-Civil!
War days when Mount Pleas-|
ant Village was founded by
perhaps  Washington's first
commuters. Most of them New
England Yankecs, one of the
first matters they attended to

Underpass, Anyone?
The relentless efforts of Mr.
Udall to make our National
Capital even more beautiful
and to bring about the arbi-
irary removal of whatever
detracts in that regard is,
indeed, highly commendable,
The objective is a laudable
one. However, there is a prob-
lem of far greater import
which challenges his ingenu-

ity.

With the passing of the Mt.
Pleasant streetear line we now
have, as a blight on the cily
as a whole, a most unsightly
piece of construction, namely,
the notorious Connecticut ave-
nue underpass. Constructed
at a staggering cost, it has
been relatively little used.

It occurs to me that the
Secretary of the Interior
might be in position to locate
some college in Pennsylvania,
or elsewhere, that could be
prevailed upon to take it out
of here as a gift, or perhaps
even as a loan. Some institu-
tion might just as well have
the benefit of it, because it will
now serve no useful purpose
here other than as a lasting
relic of the official stupidity
that put it there.

The big question is, ““What
are we going to do about it?”
It is to be remembered that it
was put there primarily {o re-
move the Mt. Pleasant street-
car from the surface of the
street in the Dupont Circle
area, and now public trans-
portation is right back on the
surface.

RAYMOND F. BODY.

‘Washington.

Coming Back

The sign (arrow) at the fenced off en.
trance to the streetcar tunnel of the Du-
pont Circle underpass would indicate it
already has been designated a shelter
area. Actually the sign is a relic of the
early 19505 when an attempt was made to

By Wally MeNamee, Stalf Photographer

in Style Again

locate space for sheller against weapons
of the Hireshima A-bomb size, District
Civil Defense officials now want the tun-
mel area surveyed to see whether it might
be used as a shelter aica. Story, map
on page Cl. = .

Dupont

Circle

Tunnel Sought
As CD Shelter

By John M. Goshke
Biatt Reporter

District civil defense officials yesterday revealed plans
to determine whether the Dupont Circle streetcar tunnel
can be adapted for use as a fallout shelter.

trict civil defense direetor,
said he will ask the Defense|
Department to assign a high
priority 1o examining the wn-
nel as part of ils nationwide
survey lo locate shelter space
in existing buildings and other
facilities.

The tunnel, which was built
in 1947, had been used as an
underpass for streetcars on
the Mount Pleasant line. How-
ever, the replacement of the
streetears by buses this past
Sunday has vonfronted the
District Government with the
problem of finding another
use for the 70.000 square feet
|of tunnel space.
| Some officials have speci-|
lated that the tunnel could]
serve as a community fallout;
shelter or be- converted into|
an emergency center for civil|
defense operations. !

Rodericks empha i, how-;
ever, that any decision about|
using the tunnel for such|
purposes would depend upon|
evaluation of ils protective
features. Until then, he said,
it would mnot even be possible
to determine how many per-
sons the tunncl could accom-
modate.

| George R. Rodericks, Dis-

fentrances to the tunnel, found

He pointed out that even if}
the tunnel were found to offer
adequate shiclding  against
fallout it still would require
extensive modilication belore
it could be used as a shelter.

Such medification would in-
clude sealing of{ the entrances
on either side of the circle,
installing adcquate ventilation
and improving on existing
drainage and sanitatlon facil-
ities. :

A spokesman for the Navy's
Bureau of Yards and Docks,
which is in charge of the De-
fense_Department survey in
the District, said yesterday
that an effort will be made to
include the tunnel in the next
group of District areas chosen
for surveying. He said the
Bureat hopes lo award con-
tracts for future survey work
within the next week or two.

Meanwhile, workmen, who
vesterday began sealing off
the streetcar and pedestrian

that the idea of using the
underpass as a shelter is far
from new.

Tacked up near one cn-
trance, ll:p workmen reported,
was a sign designating the

tunnel as an air raid shelter.
It was a relic from a half-|
forgotten and now obsolete
attempt made in the early
1850s to locate space for shel-
ter against weapons of the

|Hiroshima A-homb size. |

901 oI,

“The Washington Post
The broken lines on the map
locate the strectcar iunnel
areas in the Dupont Circle
underpass that Civil De-

fense officials want sur-

veyed
shelters,

as potential fallout

States Air Force Drum and|Was town meetings and a town
Bugle Corps that hit such a hall (Union Hall). .
tempo there was dancing in| There was some speculation
the strects at Newton st. and thal Mount Pleasant might
Ingleside ter. nw. |have been inspired to smiliar
All this for the "."“cy_"m‘nnstalgic demonstrations wha_n
same lowly trolley we used to|the old cable car line was dis-
play practical jokes on (greas-|continued around the turn of
ing the tracks, pulling lhei“'c Century and, before that,
trolley pole) and get waggish the horse cars.
over !{asp in “You're off °§'Uurl But Mrs. William G. Stuart
trolley™)! lof 3060 16th st. nw., who was
At the head of the parade|born in Mount Pleasant and
was irolley No. 769, datinglived at 3446 Oakwood ter.
back lo 1918 at least. motor- until last vear, set the rec-
man Michacl J. Lavelle recol-|ord straight:
lected. It was the elegant kind| “No one was sorry to see
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Letters to the Editor

Confusion

It did not require much fore-
sight 15 years ago to have de-
signed a tunnel for streetcars
which could also accommodate
buses, hardly a new invention
then. Having hurt the mer-
chants of this area once by poor
planning, the powers that be
have decided to experiment
with change during the busiest
month of the year.

1f we had the vote here,
Home Rule would not solve all
of our ills, but at least it would
allow us to dispense with the
services of shortsighted public
olficials responsible {for the Du-
pont Cirecle underpass—(or im-
passe). ROBERT BIALEK.

Washington.

Letters to the Editor

In Defense of the Tunnel

The Dupont Circle Under-
pass was completed almost 11
years ago. The basic planning,
design and construction pre-
coded that date by perhaps
two or three years. While the
projeot was the subject of
considerahle debate al  the
time, and has not been fully
accepted by ecveryonc up Lo
the present time, il reverthe-
Jess has provided an important
service {o our cilizens.

At the time the underpass
was designed and built, street-
cars were a very important
part of the transil pieture in
Washington, . C. The under-
pass and the transition from
streetears 1o buses exemplify
the point that the transporta-
tion of people and goods is not
static. On the contrary, the
concepts of our current era
with reference to standards of
Jliving, the tendency of many
Americans to prefer horizon-
talype living. and the pref-
erence by many segmenis of
industry. business and com-
merce for horizontal versus
vertical operations or living
environments, are contributing
factors {o the development of
changing transportation re-
quirements.

Estimates of 10 to 12 years
ago, with referencee lo space
and facilities required fer run-
ning the affairs of a newspa-
per. for example, will not nec-
essarily meet the requirements
of that same newspaper in a
major growing metropolitan
arca such as Washington.
Some of the same pressures

gencrated by an increased pop-
ulation required modifications
and changes in other aspects
of our cconomy.

Since the underpass was [il?-
ished necarly 11 years ago, il
has served approximately 350
streetears per day operating
in both directions. It has been
estimated that during the
course of this period, approxi-
mately 70 million people have
traveled through the streetear
tunnels.

Some of our older residents
may remember thal at the
time the project was being de-
signed, there was considerable
debate with reference to the
location of the streetear tun-
nels to the pedestrian ramps.
One plan then under discuss-
sion contemplated that the
transit tunnels would be es-
sentially parallel to the vehicu-
lar tunnels.

If the facility had been built
in this manner, there would be
no question today with refer-
ence to the use by modern
transit buses. However, there
was considerable opinion to
the effect that the streetcar
ramps should be located under
the paved portion of the Cir-
cle so that pedestrians would
have a minimum distance to
travel underground to reach
the loading platforms. The
radii of the present trolley
tubes are such that modern
buses cannol negotiale these
furns without danger of colli-
sion with the sides of the of
the tunnel.

The Department of High-
ways and Traffic is invesli-

gating the engineering
factors incident to modifying
these turns from the stand-
point of feasibility and need
so that they might be used by
such modern buses.

In addition to serving tran-
sit vehicles, il should be re-
membered that prior to the
construction of this underpass,
the northbound street cars
went around Dupont Cirele to
the left against opposing traf-
fic which constituted a hazard-
ous and highly undesirable
situation.

In the last 10 years, for ex-
ample, on Connecticut ave.
north of the Circle, the aver-
age daily {raffic increased from
18,270 o, 27,260 vehicles per
day, and south of the Circle
the traffic has increased from
20,370 1o 28,710 vehicles per
day. On Massachusetts ave.
northwest of the Circle, the
average daily traffic increased
from 14,000 to 19,350 vchicles
per day, On Massachusetts
ave. east of the Circle, the av-
erage daily traffic increased
from 15095 to 21,400 vehicles.
Generally speaking, the in-
crease in the traffic has been
in the order of 50 percent.

Speaking in an over-all sense,
the underpass under Dupont
Circle has served in the order
of 10 million people per year,
and, irrespective of the deci-
sion with reference to the
transit tubes, this underpass
will continue to serve man-
kind

H. L. AITKEN.

Direcior. Department of Highwara

and Trallic. District of Columbls
Washington.

Bell Tolls for Dupont Streetcar Underpass

By Willard Clopton
Buaff Reparter

‘THE FRENCH GENERALS
who watched the Germans
swarm past the vaunted Magi-
pot line in 1940 must have
felt a little the way Douglas
5. Brinkley did last week.

Brinkley, the District’s
highway planning chief for
the past two decades, is the
man who recommended con-
struction of the Dupont Cir-
cle wunderpass. Completed
only 11 years ago at a cost
of nearly $4 million, the un-
derpass was to have served
for decades as a subsurface
detour for the Mt. Pleasant
streetcars which used to clut-
ter the circle,

Last week, D. C. Transit
System converted iwo of
Washington’s four remaining
streetcar routes to bus opera-

tion. Mt. Pleasant was one
of them.
Brinkley's colleagues al-

ready have blocked off the
e_ntrances to the pair of semi-
circular trolley tunnels-—con-
struction of which accounted
for about two thirds the cost
of the entire underpass.

The action apparently
dooms the cavernous tubes to
dank desuetude. Like André
Maginot’s 200-mile chain of
trenches and pillboxes, Wash-
inglon’s only streetcar under-
pass has been outmoded by
unexpectedly swift techno-
logical change.

“NO ONE could have fore-
seen that Washington would
have no streetcars,” Brinkley
mused last week.

“We'd had them as long
as the modern city had ex-
isted and it was expected
they would remain. To have
said 15 years ago that there
would be no sireetcars today
would be like trying to fore.
S¢ * now what kind of mass
transit facilities we’ll have 15
years from now.”

Brinkley, who developed
the underpass plan and
pushed it through to adop-
tion by Distriet officials and
Congress, has “absolutely no
apologies to make.”

“The project was well con-
ceived,” he says, “and excel-
lently planned. It was ex-
actly what should have been
done. We were all quite
proud of it when it was
done.”

BRINKLEY'S “WE" as.
suredly does not include a
significant number of Wash-
ingtonians who lived through
the construction of the under-
pass—a process that {ook
three years and kept the eir-
cle Jooking for most of that
period like a drag strip for
bulldozers.

Hardest hit, perhaps, were
those Connecticut ave. mer-
chants whose patrons finally
wearied of trying to shop
where there was only rubble,
rubble everywhere and not a

place to park. Many of the
businessmen operated for
several years on the brink of
insolvency and several top-
pled over,

In a sense, the Dupont
Circle underpass had its
origin in a decision made in
1834 by the Capital Traction
Co. to discontinue the old
Cabin John streetcar line,
which ran westward off the
circle down P st.

From before the turn of
the century, both the north-
bound and southbound tracks
of the Cabin John line had
run side-by-side around the
western rim of the circle
between Connecticut ave. and
P st. This was so the north-
bound cars would not have
to travel three fourths of the
way around the circle, via
the. eastern rim, in order to
get to P st,

With the abandonment of
the P st. line, the city seem-
ingly had the option of de-
congesting the western are
of the circle by moving the
northbound tracks to the
eastern side, where they
could continue north along
Connecticut ave,

The change was not made,
and thus there was originated
one of Washington’s most
durable legends.

THE STORY was that high.
way officials had not moved
the tracks because of objec-
tions from the late Eleanor
M. (Cissy) Patterson, editor
and publisher of the old
Washington Times Herald.
Mrs. Patterson, the legend
goes, didn't want the noisy
cars running past the front
of her white mansion, located
alonpg the eastern rim of the
circle,

Speaking editorially, Mrs.
Patterson said she was flat
tered at suggestions that she
could wield such influence.
But she stoutly denied the
story, and sr did the high.
way officials,

Commenting in 1945, Ed-
ward D. Merrill, then presi-
dent of the Capital Transit
Co,, said a plan was made in
1934 to run the tracks around
both sides of the circle, “But|
residents living on the east
side of the circle objected
and the company never got
around lo it,” he said. i

Whatever the reason, the
decision to keep both tracks
on the wesiern side unques-
tionably added to pressures
for an underpass. The sight
of northbound streetcars
inching upstream against an
increasingly heavy flow of
southbound vehicles appalled
city road and safetly officials.

They began to think hard-|
er about a solution for what'
was rapidly becoming the
city's worst botlleneck, car-
rying, as it did, traffic from
five major streets, By the
carly 18405, “the proposed

Dupont  Cirele  underpass’

a common
a.mund town.

OXNCE IT had been decided
to dig an underpass, the
question became: Along
which street? Brinkley con-
ducted a survey showing that
Connecticut ave. was carry-
ing 70 per cent of all traffic
entering the circle.

His findings were decisive,
although mlanyM have since

dered i "

phrase

ave. might not have been a
better choice. Brinkley still
believes mnot, and the most
recent traffic counts show
that of the two main thor.
oughfares, Connecticut ave.
carries a greater number of
automobiles during the busy
hours.

Highway officials first en-
visioned the underpass as a
project costing no more than
about $500,000 and requiring
no damage to the surface of
the circle. The workmen
would simply tunnel beneath,
they said.

At this point, in the mid.
1940s, popular opposition was
minimal. It began to swell
in proportion to the officials”
periodic revisions in their es-
timates of the realities in-
volved in the undertaking.

BY THE TIME digging be-
gan in April, 1947, it was
known that the job would
cost in excess of $3 million,
that wide troughs would
have to be dug across and
around the circle, that nu-
merous trees would have to
be cut down and that the me-
morial fountain sculpted by
Daniel Chester French in
honor of Admiral Dupont
would have to be relocated
for the duration of the work.

Indicative of the change in
public attitude was the grad-
ual modification of its edito-
rial position by Mrs. Patter-
son’s Times Herald, which
was to become the arch-critic
of the enterprise. In 1944,
the paper commented favor-
ably on the notion of an un-
derpass, adding: “You can't
stop progress. A pity about
the trees, but they're nol im-
portant, measured against
traffic needs and civic im-
provement.” .

A year later, the paper
took a more cautious ap-
proach. Stating its opposi-
tion to the planned under-
ground pedestrian tunnels—
as possibly encouraging crim-
inal activities —the paper
said: .

“The rest of the deal is
strictly OK by us, whichever
way the traffic experts want
to run it, so long as it is done
on the basis of the best en-
gineering advice.”

But as the full import of

the proposal emerged. Mrs.
Patterson reacted in horror.
Christening the project the
“blunderpass,” she comment-
ed in April, 1947: “If it ever
is finished, it will be the
worst white elephant of them
all.”

NEVERTHELESS. 1the
work began and it was not
long before the circle was a
morass of mud and clay. sur-
rounded by detours and dot-

ted with concrete mixers,

steam shovels, scaffolding
and piles of assorted unat-
tractive materials.

In XNovember, 1949, the
first streetear passed through
the trolley tunnels and in
May, 1950. the vehicle wunnel
was opened.

The latter opening took
place at a gay ceremony in
which girls dressed in colo-

nial costumes danced to folk

music, 100 homing pigeons
were released as a “symbolic
notification of the formal
opening,” and Engineer Com-
missioner Gordon K. Young
remarked: “Within a short
time, I prophesy, cveryone
will take (the underpass) for
granted as a notable addi-
tion to our city’s facilities.”

Within a short time. as it
happened, two significant
things happened:

Seventeen Connecticut ave.
merchants filed damage suits
against the Districl because
of their loss of business dur-
ing the construction period
(the suits later were thrown
out of court), and the Dis-
trict decided to convert from
streelcars to-an all-bus trans-
portation system. thus doom-
ing the trolley tunnels.

IN THE past few wears,
when people have thought
about the trolley underpass
at all, it has been in terms
of what could be done with
it after the strectcars were
abandoned.

The Connecticut Avenue
Association, representing
most business firms of the
area, has suggested that the
most sensible thing would be
to cover over the portions of
the streetcar underpass ex-
posed to the open air and use
the added street space for
more public parking.

Brig. Gen. Frederick J.
Clarke, District Engincer
Commissioner, has suggested
that city civil defense offi-
cials might want to consider
the sireetear tunnels as an
cmergency fallout shelter.

“If no useful purpose can
be found for it,” Clarke said
last week, “we probably will
pave over Lhe open area or
fil it in, whichever is
cheaper.”

Those wrongaway strectears around the old Dupont Cirele were the nightmare of
every motorist . . .

« « . but the construction of the underpass iwas principally a headache to the

Brinkley, having taken
full responsibility for bring-
ing the underpass into be-
ing. cites these redeeming
features of the project:

* “About a third of the
cost went into the automo-
bile tunnel amd that is giv-
ing us full value.”

® Normally, a project of
this soit is built to last only
aboul 60 ycars, so that the
city ol at least a sixth of
its money’s worth.

* The undertaking did
free the circle of the dan-
gerous and cxasperating
problem of streetears travel-

fmmedinte neighbors.

ing head-on toward cars and
irucks—a boon which may
have prevented any number
of accidents and thus saved
money and lives.

* Al today's prices. 54
mililon is not a bad deal for
an underpass.

FINALLY, for thuse who
like a silver lining. there is
the computation made In
1950 by the Federal Burcau
of Public Roads: According

to the Burcau, the automo-
bile underpass alone will
have wpaid for the entire

project by 1975. The rcason-
ing goes like this:

More than 50,000 cars a
day use the circle and about
80 per cent of them now
save 75 seconds each in time
over what their trips would
have taken if no underpass
had been built.

This minute and a quartler
is worth about 1': cents in
terms of savings in gasoling
and reduclion in the chance

of accidents and property
damage. the Burcau esti
mated,

The saving thus amounts

to ahoul S636 a day, or close
lo $200,000 a year.
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Dead-End Underpass

Connecticut ave. businessmen and prop-
erty owners have appealed to the District,
apparently without success, to have the
transit approaches to the Dupont Circle
underpass, one of which is shown in the
foreground above, sealed off. Their peti-
tion, however, will be used by D. C. offi-

cials in seeking $60,000 from Congress
for the project. The Distriet’s highway
department and its public space commit-
tee have approved use of the portion of
the {unnel beneath Dupont Circle as a
civil defense shelter and the proposal is
now before the District Commissloners.

Although entrances to the DuPont Circle
streétcar tunnel are marked as “shelter
areas,” the entrances are barred by chain

CD Head Fends Questions
On Closed Dupont Shelter

A 4

\&/

If thermonuclear hombs

fall on Washington, the
populace will head for the
nearest hills or holes seeking
shelter. One shelter they
won't get into is under Du-
Pont Circle.

Although shelter signs are
posted all around the pedes-
trian entrance to the aban-
doned streetcar underpass, a
chain link fence blocks the
tunnel, .

This ultimate irony of shel-
ter signs around & blocked
and barricaded shelter puzzles
But the explana-
tlon iz quite simple, says
George Rodericks,. Civil De-

fense director for the Dis-
trict of Columbla. .

“That isn’t a Civil Defense
shelter,” Rodericks - sald.
“Those are old Korean War
shelter signs, Nobody would
confuse them with the distine-
tive new fallout shelter eigns
we have posted on some 700
bulldings around town.”

The new signs are marked
with triangles inside a circle;
the old signs are marked by
a large S and say “Shelter
Area _Inside”

Many of the old sigps are
still hanging around the dity
from the World War II al-
though the . Distriet Govern-
ment tries “to encourage tak-

link fencing
“closed.” This picture was made from the
intersection of P st. and Mass, ave. nw.

and weoden barriers marked

ing them -down,” Rnderickal
said.
The old streetcar tunnel
under Dupont Circle was
abandoned by the D. C.
Transit.Company more than a
year ago. At that time, Rod-
ericks said, security officers
of the District's highway de-
partment fenced up the pedes-
strian tunnel leading to the
streetcar underpass to “Keep
bums out” and for the genaral
safety of the publie.
“We have asked ihe Com-
missioners for permission to Meanwhile, Leo Bernstein,
use the Dupont Circle tunnel president of Guardian Federal
as a fallout shelter,” Rod-Savings and Loan, next door
erlcks ‘sald. “The highway de. to one of the shelter entrances,
partment and space committee Said "It's an eye sore.”
approved, and we are just - we asked the District. Gov-
waiting for the officlal go.ernment to fill it in. We have
ahead. ] been making a very beautiful
“When we get the go-ahead, 8arden mext to our building,
we'll take down the fonces, fix and we wanted to extend it a
up the shelter and stock it, few feet to cover the blocked
Doors will be installed, and entrance to the tunnel, 'The
there will be someone around District sald it was a good ides

but that they don't have
::mtl‘::en Wi, ik & pnlien: enough money to fill it in."

District civil defense officials meet with
newsmen in an abandoned Dupont Circle

By Ellsworth Davis, 8taf! Pholographer

streetcar tunnel to discuss its projected
use as a fallout shelter.

Dupont Circle Tunnel

Set for Shelter Uses

By Jesse W. Lewis Jr.
Btaft Reporter

Plans to convert the aban-
doned Dupont Cirele streetcar
tunnels into a fallout shelier
were revealed yesterday by
District civil defense officials.

A subterranean survey of
the dark, cerie chambers was
made yseterday by a group of
cilty officials led by District
Civil Defense Director George
R. Rodericks. Last week the
Commissionérs gave the green
light to Rodericks o develop
a civilian shelter in the two
tunnels.

Possible elvil defense uses
include an emergency hospital,
an emergency civil defense
control center for Washing-
‘ton or a publis fallout shelter.
Rodericks said the exact use
of the underpass depends on
the availability of funds.

Initial plans call for install-
ing metal doors at the pedes-
{rian entrances to safeguard

will be stored in the tunnel.
Keys to the doors will be
given to policemen, firemen
and area citizens who will act
as monitors in case of attack.

K. Lee Thurman, civil de-
fense shelter officer, said the
tunnels will now accommo-
date 1700 persons for a two-
week period using the pres-
ent ventilation, As many as
6300 could be handled Iif
equipment is installed to pro-
vide additional air.

The Highway and Traffic
Department already has
drawn up plans to {ill in the
two Connecticut avenue
streetcar  approaches. The
project, which will cost ap-
proximately $100,000, is in-
cluded in the District budget
for fiscal year 1964.

The tunnels were closed. a
year and a half ago when the
D, C. Transit Co. converted
to buses. The underpass was

the emergency provisions that

built in 1849.
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Letters te the Editor
Rapid Transit in D.C.

I am dismayed hy the pro-
posals {o build a subway, Since
the first of the year, there
have been at lcast two crimi-
nal assaults in New York sub-
ways and stations. If the sta-
tions had been clevated, with
glass sides, crime would he
discouraged by the public
view,

I was here when the busi-
nesses were destroyed around
Dupont Circle by the construe-
tion of the strectcar and auto
tunnels. Surely, the cheaper
cost of a monorail system
would be preferred 1o expen-
sive holes in the ground.

Deep Error

After vears of intense cerebration, the diligent
staff of the Planning Commission has at last been
able to think of two or three possible uses for the
city’s most expensive vacant cellar, the trolley tun-
nel under Dupont Circle. The idea of a subter-
ranean cabaret, decked with flowers, is particularly
charming. Perhaps the folk singers will then go
underground, providing what the engineers call a
grade separation between the guitars and the no-
toriously unmusical Park Police.

As a general principle, anything which will serve
to disguise or cover over that civic misfortunate is
to be encouraged. Certainly the funnel itself, stark
and gaping, filled with trash and vermin, has al-
ready served one useful purpose. Ever since the
last trolleys were abandoned three years ago, it
has provided the cily with a highly visible monu-
ment to the unwisdom of inflexible plans. The
tunnel was conceived during the War when the
trolley was essential: it was actually completed in
1951, when the trolley was already obsolescent.
But the point has now been impressed upon us, we
think, sufliciently deeply.

The city is, in one respect, unusually fortunate.
According to Frank Llovd Wright's celebrated dic-
tum, the physician can bury his mistakes but the
architect can only advise his client to plant vines.
Confronted with this unique opportunity to bury
a dreadful architectural mistake, the city ought to
exploit it. tastefully, thoroughly, and quickly.

Dupont Circle
Sealing Job
Starts Today

Burial of the Dupont Circle
streetear underpass, which
“died” in 1961 at the age of
|11 years, will begin Lhis
imOrning.

Workmen are due lo arrive
about 9:30 am. to begin the
|Job of scaling off the under
pass and filling in its ap
proaches.

Helsing Bros, Inc, of

Washington was awarded the
18113279 contract. The project
jis expected to be completed
|before Christmas.
| A District Highway De
parilment spokesman said
most of the work can be done
'within the old streetear right
{of way, so there should be
[little interference with traf-
fic.
i Occasionally the crews may
have to block off traffic lanes
hut this will be done only
during non-rush hours, he
said. Parking along the
avenue will not be affected.

Work will start on the
north side of the cirele, with
the sealing off of the tunnel,
followed by the filling in and
paving over of the depressed
streetear ramp and removal
of the railings which flank
it. The south side of the cir-
cle will be given the same
treatment later,

Completion of the work
will permit widening of the
approaches to the automobile
underpass by one lane in
cach direclion. The center
strip will be planted with
shrubs next spring, an official
said.
| The vault under the cirele
‘has been turned over to the
| District Office of Civil De-
ifense for use as an emer-
izency fallout shelter and
|slorage area.
| A Civil Defense spokesman
Isaid it will take several
|weeks to elean it oul and
bring in necessary survival

rations and medleal and san-
itation supplies. The area
can accommodate more than
3000 people.

Compleled in 1850, the
underpass waes abandened In
1961 after Washington

switched to an all-bus I.rnns-‘i

nortation sysltem.

This Group Really Digs—Into Tunncl

Police Crash Party Under Dupont Circle

By Dan Morgan
Btaff Reporter

The party under Dupont
Circle was just heginning to
swing Friday night when
the fuzz arrived.

The faithful—more than
50 strong—were assembled
in lhe unused streefear tun;
nel, where workmen have;
been closing the two Cong:
necticut Avenue ends an
scaling up the station ens
trances around the Cirele.

A public address system
had been rigged up under
the prassiest roof in {own.

The combo had finally
found the clectrical outlets
used by construction crews
and electric pguitars had-
been plugged in.

In the idiom, It was cool
Those who know said noth-
ing had shaken the old
catacomb so since the last!
strectcar rumbled throug
more than two years ago. -

Police afterward couldn't

find the right word for the
erowd. International would
have:done. There were Lwo
.girls -who deseribed them-

lved as “Persians” two
";é'ruvl-m and a Guatemal-

an,
.. Collegiate would have
fit, "too, beeause of the
-emjssarles from George
Washington University, or
niaybe even beat. There was
& beard or two.
'Ip any case, about 11 p.m.
Park Folice Pvt. Ralph E.
Balzanna, acling on an an-
ous Lip, entercd Lhe
Southwest Statlon entrance
at.P Street and New Hamp-
shive Avenue. He said later
e was disturbed by the
fact' that a barricade was
forn down and a chain
broken,
. Allybut 26 managed Lo
find, a Wwayout through un-
4 Jexits, discovered by
during the

"\u. ‘rest were cornered

in a dead end. Confronted
by Balzanna, several 3d
Precinet policemen and a
K0 Corps dog who had been
summened, nohody resisted.

Three juveniles were re-
leased to Lheir parents, and
the others, 16 men and sev-
en girls, were held on $500
bhond on charges of unlaw-
ful cntry.

1t was when all of them
were taken to General Ses-
sions Court yesterday morn-
ing that authoritics began Lo
wish they'd told them all to
go home.

After a review of the
changes, the U.S. / llorney's
office decided not lo prose-
cule, unaware that the Cor-
poration Counsel wanted Lo
change them with disorderly
eondurt.

In Lhe conununicalions
breakdown all were re-
leased. A few hung around
the courthouse bul most
drifted over to ¢ coffecshop.

As one put it, “They told

me 1 could go, so, like I
left.”

Meanwhile, a less philoso-
phie Assistant Corporation
Counsel, John Middleton,
ordered warrants issued for
their appearance In Court
Nov., & on the disorderly
complaint,

Nobody - was quite sure
how it all started, except
that somehody had the
bright idea for r hooten-
anny under the Circle.

Perhaps someone remem-
bered the National Capital
Planning Commission’s old
suggeslion that the sepul-
chral cavern be used as a
rathskellar or cabaret. It
is being made instead into
a fall out shelter.

In any case, it scemed
harsh justice to some of
those arresled.

“We weren't bothering
anybody,” sald one guest,

“What we need Is a play-
ground.”

Architect Michael Cohalan, right, evaluates the Dupont Circle ;]

Dupont Circele Projeet?

Old Streetear Tunnel

Studied for Playground Asa Pl

By Bernadelte Carey
Washington Fost Stall Writer

“It looks like the Black
Hole of Caleutta,” guipped
Bill  Burbridge of the
Mayor's Youth Program
Unit, as a Highway Depart-
ment employe unlocked the
entrance to the abandoned
streetcar tunnel under the
nont Circle.

But it wasn't nearly that
sinister.

The $4-million tunnel,
which was used until a few
years ago as streetear tunnel
and reversing loop, has been

propesed as a possible site
for a year-round playground.

The Proposal was made
by James L. Jones, director
of the Youth Unit, to Dep.
uly Mayor Thomas W.
Fletcher about two wecks

ago. -

The Youth Unit was then
assigned to look into costs
and possible designs,

Wednesday, while the Cir-
cle’s regular inhabitants en-
joyed the clear, erisp au-

See PLAYGROUND, BS, Col. 2

Tunnel Considered

PLAYGROUND, From Bl

tumn  afternnoon, Peler
Mosher and Bill Burbridge
of the Youth Unit, accompa-
nied by two young Washing-
ton architects, descended
into the musty depths for a
look around.

We're thinking of a kind
of electric playground,” ex-
plained Michael Cohalan,
one of the architects.

“But it is going to be
tough to do,” added Robert
Pellaton,

The difficulties that dis-
turb Cohalan and Pellaton
are structural.

| The tunnel’s sharply curv-
| ing passages range from
only 15 to 25 feet wide.

Poorly lighted and inade-
quately ventilated, the dun-
nel contains curbs, tracks
and stecp inclines in the

flooring. .
Mosher and Burbridge,
however, are most con-

cerned about reaction to the
| proposed project,

ayground

They say people in the
area think Dupont Circle is
way out and underground
enough.

Still, they point out, there
are few public recreation fa-
cilities in that area and lit-
tle space available for them.

“We feel the tunnel can
be made useful to the pub-
lie,” Mosher said.

“Its only current purpose
is as storage space for a few
sacks and crates of clvil de-
fense material.

At one time the tunnel
was designated as a fallout
shelter.

Subsequently, afler some
Cicrle habilues broke into
it and staged a hootenanny,
it was suggested that it be
converted into an under-
ground cabaret.

swe'd like to design an
avant garde playground for
kids in this area who really
don’t have any kind of recre-
ation facilities nearby,” Co-
halan said.
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| Bangladesh Hungry to Get
Biscuits Keptin CD Tunnel

By Lawrence Feinborg

Washington Post Btaff Writer

Twenty tons of whole
wheat crackers, baked in
1962 as rations for [ullout
shelters, were removed from
an old streetcar tunnel be-
neath DuPont Circle yester-
day to be sent to Bangla-
desh In South Asia, where
they will be used to feed vie-
tims of recent devastating
“monsoon floods,

A erew of eight workmen
spent the day loading a
large truck. with cardboard
cartons containing hermeti-
cally-sealed tins of the
‘erackers, which look like
graham crackers but don’t

taste as sweet. .

The workmen first had to
earry the boxes up 32 steps
from the tunnel, which was
_abandoned by street cars in
11961 and used ever since to
store civil defense supplies.
They cmerged just a few
feet away from the exclu-
slve Sulgrave 'Club, whose
members, scme arriving for

Thoey're still good. |

lunch imy limousines, ocea-
sionally peered.down on'the
scene, '

Officlally, the crackers
themselves are called Vil
defense gsurvival biscuits.
In Bangladesh, which used
to be East Pakistan, they are

called English tea biscuits,
one clvil defense officlal
said, Fourteen pounds of
them, plus water, are enough
to feed one person for a
month.

“They're good with a little
bit of cheese on them with a
martini on the side,” said
James Burns, an olficlal in
National Civil Defense head-
quarters in the Pentagon,
“But you wouldn't want to
eat them for a couple of
weeks with nothing else,”

The crackers sent yester-
day from DuPont Circle to
Bangladesh, along with 15
ions dispatched on Tuesday,
are part of a supply of 3,500
tons of crackers that were
deposited In fallout shelters
in  about 1,500 buildings
throughout Washington in
1962, .

Nearly all of the crackers,
along with portable toilets,
water drums, and tins ol
rock candy, are still in
ihe buildings, sald George

See BISCUITS, D2, Col, ¥

New Life for a Dead Tunnel

UR CITIES ARE FULL of dead buildings and spaces.

Having ceased, for one reason or another, to serve
their intended purpose, they are abandoned and decay-
ing. Urban decay spreads. It can start with nothing more
serious than a few empty apartmenis above thriving
downtown shops. Before you know it, nice old buildings
deteriorate one after another and the whole sireet or
even neighborhood hecomes delinquent. “Adult book-
stores” move in or another part of the city is “redevel-
oped” into highrise office buildings and parking lots.

There is, however, another alternatfve. It is to “re-
cycle” and give new life not just to historie huildings
but also to. useless “delinquent” spaces. Atlanta, for in-
stance, has recently converted an abandoned under-
ground railway station into a live]y and successful sub-
terranean entertainment center with more than 80 shops,
restaurants and cabarets. 1t has brought nightlife back
downtown.

A similar plan is now afoot to make use of the two
long abandoned street car tunnels which run under Du-
pont Circle. This would be a much smaller project than
the one in Atlanta. There is only 30,000 square feet of
gpace, the equivalent of 4 or 5 small stores such as are
now vacant up and down Connecticut Avenue. Access to
the tunnels is good. They vary from 26 feet to 14 [eet in

width and have nine entrances, five of which may he
used as light shafts, while four will remain as entrances.
Down below would be two meandering malls lined
with shops and small eating and drinking p]ac&s.

The project stands a good chance, in our view, of en-
livening things on Connecticut Avenue and thus help
stave off the uptown march of highrises. It would do so
without creating a nuisance, because the bustle would be
underground and whatever addifional automobile {raffic
it might generate would he generafed between rush hours
when the‘commuters are either at home or at work.
Sponsors “of the idea claim thal it would cosl the city
not a nickel. A bill to give the city authority to lease
the space has been introduced by City Council Chair-
man Sterling Tucker, If the City Council approves, pub-
lic hearings will determine how the citizens like the idea.

No one should think that a small, mid-town, middle-
income invisible enterfainment center has greal social
signilicance at a time when the cily seems helpless to
provide decent housing for 77,000 families who need it.
But a small boost for any part of the city can be a small
boost for the whole city. More important, the Dupont
underground malls could give an important boost o the
general concept of finding new life for dead spaces else-
where in this and other cities.
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Bangladesh to Get
D.C. CD Biscuits

BISCUITS, From D1

R. Rodericks, dircctor of the
D.C. Office of Civil Defense.

“The ones we're sending
to Bangladesh,” he ex-
plained, “are surplus, but
they're still good. They're
tested annually by the US.
Army Veterinary Corps.
Last week we opened up a
can and ate some.”

From stocks in citics
throughout  the United
States, Burns said, 7.000
tons of the whole wheat
crackers are being shipped
to Bangladesh, whose gov-
crnment asked for them spe-
cifically. Another 1,500 tons,
he said, are being sent for
drought relief in sub-Sa-
haran Africa.

Even so, U.S. cilies still
have about 150,000 tons of
the crackers in fallout shel-
ters, Burns said, out of 165.-
000 tons that were placed in
them between 1962 and 1964.

Costs of shipping the
crackers overscas are heing
paid by the U.S. foreign aid
program. The ones {rom
Washington are being sent
on a {reighter scheduled to
sail from Houston on Sept.
23.

Yesterday, as workmen
perspired near the entrance
of the DuPont Circle tuniel,
the tunnel was quiet and
dark with stacks of cots,
mattresses, stretchers, and
Loilets, as well as food, rest-
ing on old trolley tracks.

The tunnel aroused con-
siderable controversy, cost
$4.75 million, and toock two
vears to build before it
opened in 1950. After it ‘\{r'as
closed 11 years later, when
D.C. Transit switched from
trolleys to huses, the .en-
trances for the street-cars
were sealed with new pave-
ment. The steps for passen-
gers were hidden behind
shrubs and hedges and
heavy doors were installed
to keep people out.

Even so, Roderick said,
“on several occasions we've
found people living down
there. A few years ago we
found a little apartment set
up. They'd been eating the
biscuits and using the porta-
ble johns. They had moved
out already by the time we
got there. But we saw plenty
of evidence of what had
been going on.”

“Ihe idea of the

Trolley Tunnel proposal
is Lo fill the hwo

long abandoned and
decaying street

car wnderpasses with a
lively arcade

lined with shops and
various kinds of
entertainment, This will
attract people
invisibly, as it were,
because the

attraction is below

arownd.”

M ARme corriy Maokes
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Telephone

o The Washington Post Magazine/November 1, 1381

AL e

zine/November 1, 1881

The Washington Post Mega:

@
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GG-ROUND ON DUPONT CIRCLE

. Thierry Sagnier says [Weekend, January 19] that
in 1921, when the fountain in Dupont Circle was
officially dedicated, the area “was genteel and well-
heeled, with private clubs and spacious town-
houses. . .” Wrong, wrong, wrong. There were no
clubs — all homes — the British embassy was one |
block south. Also, the Chevy Chase line and Glen
Echo trolleys ran on the surface, the wrong way
around. The tunnel was not built until many years

later. There were no traffic lights. You shoul

to the businessmen who suffered while the trolley

underground was under construetion...

J. JONES
Washington,

A Circular Lift
For Dupont Circle

By Wolf Ven Eckardr
WARNING: This arlicle may be con-
sidered biased because the auihor lives
in the area under discussion

Archilect Arthur Cotton Moore's

proposed Trolley Tunnel Tivoli might
give Dupent Circle and the eritical

streteh of Connecticut Avenue porth
of it just the Bt It necds. And it
doesn't need any more highrise 1ilts,
thank you.

Tn fact.”if you have over walked
down K Street wost of Connecticut Ave-
nue alter office hours, you know what
a solid phalanx of speculative office
buildings will do to a city. It will kill
it. Dead,

At K Street between Farragut
Square and Washington Circle, this
doesn’t mueh matter, because we don't
wani any strangers to see these hulld-
ings anyway—they are a disgrace 1o
the city, And there are no nalives liv
ing anywhere near there—the jdea be
ing that residential use eontaminates
commercial use, or vice versa.

Bul the North Dupont Circle area is
different. It is not dark after business
hours, because it is a tourisl corridor
(¢uests of the Washinglon Hilton and
the other hostelries in the vicinity ebb
and flood down the avenue in quest of
night air or night life). And plenty of

people In all walks of life live on both
sides of the Avenue (including this
observer). There are shops and restau-
rants frequented by tourists and resi.
dents alike.

Besides, even the latest modern ar-
chitecture around the cirele is excep-
tionally attractive and there are still
some marvelous old mansions and
charming row houses around, so the
area is pleasant to look at and be in

I am alraid it will be a little less
pleasant when the construction fence
around the Q Street Metro station comes
down, hecause what's behind it is just a
hole in the ground.

A simple hole into which the escala.
tor disappears was a beauliful idea
when the Metro station entrance was
supposed Lo be on the lawn of the Db
nant Circle Park, It would not have ob-
strueted the landseape. But then when
the Metro bullders decided o move the
entrance up the street (which is fine),
they did nol change the entrance
design (which is stupid). Instead, they
tore down some nice old buildings and
all we have is a big hole in the urban
fabric.

With Metre we will alse have
“progress"—-‘progress” of the kind
that assumes anything bigger will also
be better and anything new is an abvi-

See CITYSCAPE, €3, Col. 1

the street to the endless bump-and-
grind of geologic forces far below, your
innocent notions of “solid ground”
would quickly evaporate.

Directly beneath you, for instance,
there in mid-street at Dupont Circle,
are two layers of asphalt, 10 inches of
concrete, some dirt fill, more concrete
and then—space. The Connecticut
Avenue underpass? No, that’s a half-
block away, its subterranean traffic
running on a path that cuts between
the Dupont Circle fountain and a yard-
wide sewer line 40 feet beneath the sur-
face. The void is a long-abandoned
streetcar tunnel that served during the
’60s as a fallout shelter until its food
caches were ransacked by vandals.
Now, the tunnel, and its twin on the
other side of Dupont Ci:\cle."aie_egxgti
only six locked, trash-filled entrance
stairways at street corners around the
circle are evidence that it exists.

" Behind you, 19th Street conceals a
serpent’s nest of utility conduits. Gas,
electric, phone, water, sewer—all
course along purposefully under the
sidewalk, broadcasting tentacles to of-
fice buildings, conjugating with others
of their kind at transformers and junc-
tion boxes, probing the surface where
lidded manholes and curbside drains
allow access.

Across 19th Street, through a much
larger hole, two escalators descend
through several layers of river-de-

' posited sand, gravel and clay, into

blue-gray gneiss bedrock and then to a
great barrel-vaulted cavern 17 feet
below sea level. That cavern—the Du-
pont Circle Metro Station—is actually
a vault within a vault: The sturdy-look-
ing concrete superstructure visible
from the station platform is only a
shell. Between it and the real tunnel
wall lurks Metro’s own maze of utili-
ties: power lines, water pipes, ventila-
tion ducts, closed-circuit TV cables.
Trains departing from the station carry
passengers beneath the remnants of a
primeval cypress swamp (near the
Mayflower Hotel), where vegetation
once shaded the banks of Slash Run, a
stream long ago obliterated in pursuit
of L’Enfant’s dream.

Near Farragut North station, Metro-
rail emerges from bedrock; to the
southeast the granite and gneiss fall
away rapidly, from 30 feet at Dupont
Circle to more than 300 feet at the
north bank of the Anacostia. To the
northwest, bedrock very nearly reaches
the surface at about Florida Avenue.

At Florida Avenue, the land beneath
Washington abruptly rises. Sixteenth
Street climbs past Meridian Hill Park
toward Mount Pleasant; Connecticut
Avenue ascends past the Washington
Hilton. To the west, Rock Creek exits

its gorge; still farther, the Potomac

does an S-curve at Georgetown and |

narrows near Key Bridge. The hills
nestle up to the fall line that forms the
boundary between the Piedmont to the
northwest and the Tidewater to the
southeast. Northwest, the city buckles
and heaves over undulating hills to-
ward its highest point (420 feet) near
the medieval-looking water tower at
Fort Reno, past Tenley Circle and east
of Wisconsin Avenue. Southeast Wash-
ington falls in gentle steps to the Poto-
mac and Anacostia, at sea level.

Those steps are terraces, carved out
of the slowly rising coastal plain by
river floods. More floods paved the ter-
races with new sand and gravel de-
posits, perhaps washed down from up-
stream glaciers. Man contributed by
filling in acres of Potomac shallows and
by abolishing Goose Creek, which once
wandered from the Washington Hospi-
tal Center site down past Union Sta-
tion and the foot of Capitol Hill.

The oldest terrace is perched way up
past the fall line, 250 feet above sea
level, and is the vestige of a vast plain
that once covered the entire Washing-
ton area. On top of this terrace now lies
a pile of Indiana limestone called
Washington Cathedral.

An even broader panorama of the
Middle Atlantic coast reveals a tilted

foundation of bedrock sloping
toward the Atlantic beaches
and farther, at least a mile and
a half beneath the waves. The
fall line stretches for hundreds
of miles, bisecting Baltimore,
Philadelphia and Richmond as
well as Washington. The Pied-
mont rolls off to the west to
meet the Blue Ridge, massed
on the horizon like a dike
against the green-capped
waves and troughs of the Alle-
ghenies. And below all this are
massive shelves and intrusions
of rock, evidence of three sepa-
rate eras of mountain building,
of 750 million years of violent
geology.

An enormous compressive
force down there has squeezed

together great sheets of rigid

rock in a series of collisions.
Some of the sheets pile up into
mountains or slide over other
sheets; some plunge deep into
the earth’s interior. The rock
that makes up the Blue Ridge
may have been located more
than 150 miles to the east be-
fore it was shoved westward
over another rock shelf.
Powering these convulsions
is a source at the center of the
earth, beneath 60-odd miles of
rigid crust and several hun-
dred miles of viscous mantle.
There, one theory goes, heat
still left after 4.5 billion years
of planetary evolution com-
bines with radioactive decay to
power giant convection cur-
rents that circulate mantle
material like water heating on

Sample of
Asphalt
Paving

a stove. As hot mantle ma-
terial rises toward the surface,
some of its lighter components
ooze upward into mid-ocean
cracks in the crust. The accre-
tion of this material forces
apart great plates of oceanic
crust, on top of which ride the
earth’s continents. Where ex-
panding plates meet, violent
things happen: One plate
plunges into the mantle, while
the other is wracked by earth-
quakes and voleanic eruptions.
Where the plates carry island
chains and continental edges
into these regions, surface
rocks buckle into new moun-
tain ranges. The Washington
area, once in the midst of such
chaos, is currently calm, while
the action has shifted else-

HOW TO LOOK AT
DEEP DUPONT

he chart on the preceding

two pages is a collection of
five graphics that offer a

three-dimensional

explanation of Dupont Circle
and then locate this familiar .
Washington site in its
geographical context.
You may “read” these graphics
from top to bottom, small to big,
specific to general, or vice versa,
depending on where you start. For
example, begin with the small
chunk of asphalt and dirt taken
from Dupont Circle for analysis at
the top of the diagram at left. It
shows that this is but a speck of |
Dupont Circle, which in turn is but §
a speck of Washington, in turn a
speck of the Piedmont, all of
which is but a speck on this
planet. From there we make a
visual journey through the planet
to the spot exactly opposite
Dupont Cirecle.

where—to the Himalayas, the
Alps, the Andes.

Directly beneath the city,
through 8,000 miles of rock, is
one of those mid-ocean cracks

from which the crustal plates |
spread. Contrary to what you |
may have learned as a child, |j

the other side of the world is
not China, but a remote ex-
panse of the Indian Ocean
2,500 miles from Australia and
nearly as far from Madagascar.
The point opposite Washing-
ton is, for now at least, an ad-
ministrative station for the
French Southern and Antarc-
tic Territories called Camp
Huertin, only a stone’s throw
from two tiny volcanic islands,
St. Paul and Amsterdam.

That is, until our little piece
of “solid ground”—tunnels,
terraces and all—moves again,
inevitably, beneath our feet. B
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Developing the Trolley Tunnels

Health Spa to Catacombs:
Ideas for Quick and Dead

By Peter Perl
Washington Post Staff Writer

The once-noisy streetcar tunnels beneath Dupont Circle
would remain silent—eternally—under an Alexandria busi-
nessman’s plan to convert the abandoned passageways into a
resting place for the ashes of the dead.

That plan, along with proposals for a health spa and a pro-
duce market, were the only offerings submitted to the District
government in response to a city request for proposals to de-
velop the unused and unseen space in one of the city’s most
fashionable areas.

“We've got three very different kind of proposals,” said
Stanley Storck, a realty specialist with the city Department of
General Services. The city plans to choose one of the three
plans within several months, with final approval resting with
the mayor’s office.

The twin tunnels, opened in 1949 to relieve above-ground
congestion on Washington’s busiest streetcar line, have been
vacant since the trolleys were abandoned in 1962. The tunnels
are run on either side of the Connecticut Avenue underpass.

Six stairways, now filled with trash, once carried commuters
beneath the circle where they waited to hear the familiar screech
of D.C. Transit System’s Mount Pleasant line. The tunnels were :
later designated fallout shelters, holding stores of emergency food, By Bill Snéad—The Washington Post

until vandals broke in and ransacked the supplies. Trolley, top, picked up commuters in 1949, relieving congestion on
See UNDERGROUND, B2, Col. 3 ground level. Above, entrance to tunnels is now strewn with trash.
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Agency Urged
To Redo Bidding
For NW Tunnels

By Tom Sherwood
Washingion Post Starf Writer

The D.C. Department of General Services
failed to follow its own recommended pro-
cedures in considering bids to lease aban-
doned trolley tunnels under Dupont Circle
and should start the selection process all
over, according to a preliminary report by
D.C. Auditor Otis Troupe.

The report said DGS officials did not vi-
olate any laws, but said the “disjointed” pro-
cedures used to recommend a developer last
September “has served to bring the integrity
of the entire selection procedure under ques-
tion.”

The report, sent to city agencies yester-
day, was prepared in response to a Virginia
developer’s complaints that a three-member
panel appointed by DGS officials had unfair-
ly recommended a competitor’s proposal
without comment from other city agencies,
competing developers or community groups.

Troupe’s report questioned the expertise
of the panel. The report recommended DGS
reject the group’s findings and form a panel

See TUNNEL, B2, Col. 6

Agency U rged
To Redo Bzds
On Tunnels

TUNNEL, From B1 )
of experts and community represent-
atives, which it called a “very logical
and comprehensive selection proce-
dure” that DGS officials had - an-
nounced publicly last June. ]

“Instead, there was a somewhat
vague procedure adopted for the-se-
lection process” and for choosing ‘the
three-member panel, the report gaid.
“The auditor has not been ablé to
ascertain the rationale for changing
this procedure,” the report said.

Harold Henson, director of _the
Department of General Services,
could not be reached for comment
yesterday on the report.

Ed Myers, director of the cztys
office of communications, said last
night that city officials had not yet
received copies of the aucht and
could not comment,

DGS officials have scheduled a
public hearing on Wednesday todis-
cuss its prod¢edures with Dupont Cir-
cle citizens groups that also hive
asked for a new panel. Ward 2 cotin-
cil member John A. Wilson in a let-
ter this week asked Mayor Maridn
Barry “to reconstitute the panel.”

Last summer, DGS said a five-

member panel, mcludmg ofﬁo:&ls
from four city agencies and a com-
munity representative, would reyiew
three separate bids proposing to"use
for the tunnel space—for a health
and squash club, a specialty f8od
and produce market, or a columbar-
ium to store the ashes of cremated
bodies.

That panel was never formed. On
Sept. 15, Henson chose the three-
member panel, including John ~H.
McKoy, a top city planner; Williaim
C. Jameson, head of the Minority
Business Opportunity Commission,
and Courtland V. Cox, a special; as-
sistant to Mayor Marion Barry. .

After a two-hour meeting six days
later, the group recommended the
health club proposal, which was sub
mitted by the Dupont Recreation
Corp., a firm headed by William B.
Fitzgerald Sr., president of Indepeén-
dence Federal Savings and Loan As-
sociation.

John C. Pappas, president of the
Onshore 0Oil and Gas Co. of -Alejkan-
dria, which wants to use the space
for a columbarium, complained :to
Troupe and other city officials that
the selection process was flawed. -

Troupe rejected a complaint by
Pappas that Fitzgerald had received
favored treatment because the may-
or’s wife, Effi, serves on the Indepen-
dence board of directors. Troupe
said the Dupont Circle firm was a
separate corporation.

Troupe also rejected Pappas’ ¢oii-
tention that DGS officials had vastly
understated the amount of space
avallable in the tunnels.

Bringing
Foreign
Perspective

By Nancy L. Ross

ashington could
benefit from the
experiences of
Third World and
European
countries in dealing with the poor
and homeless, according toan
international architect who

teaches at Howard University.

One positive lesson could be as
basic as huilding public baths like
those in European cities, says Raj
Barr-Kumar of the
Washington-based firm Barr
International and an associate
professor of architecture. And,
from experience in other
countries, he cautions against
using high-rise buildings to house
the homeless.

“If someone is without shelter,
what they really need is the basic
services—sanitation, sewer
services," he observed inan
interview last week. “And one
thing you notice is that we don’t
have any public baths in this city
or, for that matter, in this

o Raj Barr-Kumar brings Third
World experience to Washington's
problems.

country as far as I know, And
Europe is full of them.”

Homeless people are
hampered in looking for work in
part becausc they have no place
to take a shower, said
Barr-Kumar. Providing adequate
sanitary and laundry facilities for
street people would make it
possible for them to improve
their appearance and nicr2ase
their chances of finding a job, he
said.

“It's a vicious cycle,” said
Barr-Kumar, “At a minimum the
city needs to put in a series of
bathhouses, We have plenty of
underpasses . . . which could
serve beautifully.” He mentioned

as an example the unused former
streetcar tunnel under Dupont
Circle.

Barr-Kumar suggested
iastalling showers, clothes
washers and dryers, and lockers
for possessions. Attendants
would maintain the facilities and
provide security. “That seems to
me to be a very viable and
immediately achievable aim,” he
said,

Bary-Kumar, who is presicent
of the D.C. chapter of the

American Institute of Architects,

has designed hospitals, hotels,
office building and residences in
locations from Bethesda to
Bahrain. But his perspective on
the problem of homelessness has
developed from early practical
experience designing low-cost
urban housing in his native
country of Sri Lanka (formerly
Ceylon) and from later work with

high-rise developments in Hong ~

Kong and Singapore.

“Architects and planners and
politicians like to see solutions to
problems like slum housing or
housing shortage in a very
formalized fashion,” he said, The
result “tends toward the clean
high-rise slab block.”

But Barr-Kumar cites studies
from other countries showing
that this solution can lead to
“high-rise blues,” a documented
psychosis. “What they found was
peaple who had lived all their life
at the ground level did not
transport well to the ninth floor,”
he said. In extreme cascs, people
committed suicide by jumping
from balconies.

In some Third World
countries, he said, poor people
who had been moved to high-rise
public housing on the outskirts of
a city sublet their quarters and,
cash in hand, returned to the
center city streets.

In proposing public baths in
Washington, Barr-Kumar
suggests that is but a starting
point. A more effective solution,
lie believes, may lie ina
multilayered approach.

“If you again focus on the item
of the service, what do they
need? They need a shower. They
need a place to wash their
clothes. They need some place to
store their things, like a locker,
so you don't have to be this bag
person carrying things around.

"Maybe these shellers thil
we're building have many layers
of solutions Lo them. Maybe some
gel low-cost housing, some gel
shared housing, some get
transitional housing and some ine
provided the lockers.

"And you take your pick.” ¢

DUPONT CIRCLE LORE

THE SEPTEMBER 2 ISSUE OF THE MAG-
azine is a gem. Tom Boswell's treatise on
Art Monk is thought-provoking. We wili
focus more closely on Art in the games
we see on TV this season. He is a re-
markable man and worthy of all the ac-
colades he gets.

[ owned and lived in a town house in
the 1700 block of 19th Street from the
mid-"50s to the '70s, and Michael Dolan’s
piece on Dupont Circle brought back
many memories. Did you know that when
Cissy Patterson's funeral was held at the
residence on the circle, the enormous pile
of dirt in the circle excavated for the tun-
nel was hidden behind atrucked-in stand
of trees? Mrs, Patterson opposed the tun-
nel project, and the family paid to hide the
dirt and appease her in death!

GEORGE MACKINNON
Leeshurg

THREE CHEERS FOR THE WASHINGTON
Post Magazine!

The recent feature articles on Wash-
ington history—first those by Benjamin
Forgey on National Cathedral and Rock
Creck Park and then Michael Dolan's de-
lightful account of Dupont Circle—were
well-written, well researched and illus-
trated with superb photographs.

1 hope your other readers enjoyed
them as much as I did and that they are
only the beginning of a long series.

SUE KOHLER

Histanan, U.S Commission of Fine Arts
Washingten

AS A LOCAL RESIDENT SINCE THE MID-
'30s, let me express my appreciation for
the excellent piece on Dupont Circle.
There is one area of the circle’s eccen-
tricity upon which the article did not
touch but has created much speculation
on my parl, and has not been answered to

my satisfaction. | refer to the northbound
streetcars, which used to travel around
the circle in a clockwise fashion, right into
the face of all other vehicular traffic,
which was properly moving in a counter-
clockwise direction. | can recall the terror
I felt as a fledgling driver of Dad's 1934
Chevy coming face to face with one of
Capital Transit's green behemoths, ca-
reening around the circle at a goodly clip.
The story | kept getting in response to
my curiosity about this traffic nightmare
was that Cissy Patterson stormed at the
city fathers, complaining of the potential
noise of the streetcars passing her man-
sion, which was on the east side of the
circle. The alleged disturbance of her
tranquillity, so the story went, forced the
location of the car tracks on the opposite,
west side of the circle.
KARL G. SORG
Alington
EDITOR'S NOTE: That's an interesting theory,
but accarding to local transit historian Robert
A. Truax, “The first horse-<drawn streetcars
came around the west side of the circle in the
1870s. Both the north- and southbound lines
used the west side of the circle because the
Union Railroad line came up on P Street and
went west 1o Georgetown. The Connecticut and
Park Railway continued north to Boundary
Street, now Florida Avenue, and the easiest
way was (o have that line go out on the wrang
side, All of that happened before the Patterson
House was built.”

CONCERNING THE DUPONT CIRCLE
story, the picture quoted as 1950 is not
true, The boys in the photo wearing
knickers date the photo prior to the mid-
'30s, The cars in the background have
straight windshields of the late '20s era,
NORMAN 5. MCMORROW J.
Springfid
EDITOR'S NOTE: Mr. McMorrow is correct.
The photograph was Laken in 1935.

Please oddress letters to: 20071, The Washington
Past Magasine, 1150 15th St. NW, Washinglon,
D.C. 20071 Lelters must include name, address
and daylime telephone number and are subject to
editing, w
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Dupont Circle Developer

Popular Despite Convictions

By Kirstin Downey Grimsley
and Yasmine Bahrani
Waskingion Post Sl Wriiers

Entrepreneur Geary Stephen
Simon, who has won an exclusive
20-year contract with the District
to build a retail arcade in the aban-
doned trolley station beneath Du~
pont Circle, has been convicted
three times of fraud or other busis
ness crimes and is on probation,

*Simon, whose efforts have won
the enthusastic support of District
offjcials and Dupont Circle activ-
ists who have long sought to revi-
talize the area, has been in jail or
under court supervision for most
of the past 15 years. His most re-
cent conviction, in 1987, was for
an insurance scam committed by
phone while he was serving time

in Allenwood, Pa,, federal prison
for an earlier crime.

District officials saj they were

unaware of Simon's history when

they granted him the lease, and
add that a person’ s past should not
be held against him. Some Dupont
Circle civic leaders, also unaware
of Simon's past activities, agree,
They stress that the Dupont Cir-
cle project has great potential vale
ue to the community.

To get the lease, Simon provid- «
ed the District with a letter of -

credit to show he had financial
backing for the project. The
March 1993 letter was issued by a
company of which Simon is presi-
dent, and lists no address for the
company. District officials said
they had no problem with the let-
ter of credit.

See DEVELOPER, A21, Col. 1

B HARIN ANDE RS04 F OR THE WAEHINGTON POSY

Geary Simon pians a retall project, here, in tunnels under Dupont Circle,

City Residents Unconcerned By Develo

DEVELOPER, From AL

Simon, 40, is an affable, sandy-
haired vegetarian who tools around
town in a black Jaguar. He was living
in a halfway house in the District in
carly 1992 when he began negotiat-
ing with city officials and community
groups for the right to lease the city-
owned site and build the retail arcade.
To be known as Dupont Down Under,
the project has been promoted as a
combination Eastern Market and food
court. It is to include a health club and
small restaurants, operating in kiosks
designed as replicas of historic trolley
cars,

In a series of interviews, Simon
said his convictions stemmed from a
series of related business ventures
that went sour in the late 1970s and
early 19805, and he said he has been
rehabilitated. “T've not—since 1 paid
my dues—done anything wrong,” Si-
mon said, “Not all offenders are re-
peat offenders. A lot never step out of
line again.”

Many people involved in the Du-
pont Down Under project strongly
endorse Simon. Architect Eric Col-
bert, who designed the complex; re-
tail broker Michael Crandis, who is
finding tenants to locate there; and in-
surance broker Dianna Fisher said
that Simon has behaved ethically
throughout the project and paid all his
bills on time.

“He's a good upstanding client to
us, and always has been in the past
two years,” said Fisher, an account
executive with District insurance bro-
kerage Wolf & Cohen, which is insur-
ing the project,

Retail broker Crandis said he has
been urging his merchant friends to
lease sites there. “I don't put my
friends in bad situations,” he said.

To get the lease with the city, 5i-
mon provided a document that Dis-
trict officials call a $1 million letter of
credit, The document is issued by a
company called United States First
National F.S.H.C., of which Simon is
president. The letter provides for the
“ad t of all funds

T
not to exceed One Million Dollars” for
the design, construction and promo-
tion of the Dupont Circle project.

The letter lists neither an address
for the corporation, nor the name of
the officer who signed it, and has sev-
eral misspellings. Two experienced

real estate attorneys who reviewed
the document said it appeared on its
face unusual. “In my experience, it
does not follow any of the customs
and practices of a normal letter of
credit,” said John Hagner of the Dis-
trict-based law firm David & Hagner,
who sees letters of credit daily.
However, the form of the letter did
ot trouble the District, officials said.
Simon said it is the form he cus-
tomarily uses and that it has been ac-
cepted elsewhere, He said he has the
money to do the project, a.nd it is
in

9
cream shops—they woull operate.

Falsely representing himself as the
chief executive of a large financial
corporation, Simon took the life sav-
ings of some of the would-be retail-
ers, according to federal court re-
cords and officials. Almost a dozen
victims were involved.

“He has no heart," said ene of Si-
mon's victims, an immigrant who tes-'
tified he lost tens of thousands of dol-
fars in the scheme. He asked not to be
identified in this article,

Smonsald&usweeklmiaadumn
inflicted hurt at that time.

at sev-
eral different banks. He showed a re-
porter a Feb, 18, 1994 promissory
note saying the project, Dupont Down
Under Associates Inc., borrowed
$100,000 from Capital Bank N.A. of
Washington. He also said he had de-
velopment funds available at Burke &
Herbert Bank & Trust Co, of North-
ern Virginia,

Simon said in a memo to The Post
that United States First National is
based in Atlanta, New York and the
District. However, no corporation by
that name is registered in those three
cities, according to New York state,
Georgia and District officials, The
firm has a telephone listing in the Dis-
trict, but not in Atlanta or New York,

The company was originally char-
tered in Delaware in 1986, paying its
$40 annual franchise tax. No pay~
ments were made in several subse-
quent years, however, and the compa-

ny's charter was voided for several”

years, Simon reinstated it on Jan, 26,
1993, two months before it issued the
letter of credit,

Simon said the company is properly
registered and incorporated in Dela-
ware, and said it has paid both federal
and District taxes, He said the compa-
ny need not be registered in Georgia
or New York, and he believed it was
properly registered in the District.,

Simon's first conviction was in
1980 for "larceny after trust” in a
home improvement scam, for which
be received three years' probation, In
1985, he was convicted in Alexandria
federal court of 18 counts of mail and
tax fraud, and scntenced to 10 years
in a federal penitentiary.

In the Alexandria case, Simon was
convicted of defrauding small retail-
ers, particularly Asian immigrants, by
taking rnoney from Lhem lobe used to

“Did people put their trust in me, and
I betrayed it and lost their money?
Yes, that's true,” he said, “Did I think
it up as a way to intentionally do it?
The answer is no.”

Two years after that conviction, Si-
mon was convicted of two crimes
committed while he was imprisoned
in Allenwood penitentiary. Simon
used a telephone answering service in
the District to call city police to re-
port that his office in the District had
been burglarized of costly office
equipment, according to court re-
cords and
case, Then he filed an insurance claim
for $11,000 from the Erie Insurance
Co., pocketing the money.

Also while at Allenwood, he simi-
larly used an answering service to
represent himself as an officer of a
large corporation, ordering furniture
to be delivered to an office in the Dis-
trict. He never paid for it.

pleaded guilty in both those
cases, which extended his sentence
another 18 months.

From Allenwood, Simon was sent
to Petersburg, Va., prison, where he
resided until November 1991, and
from there to the District halfway
house, where he was released in Feb-
ruary 1992, as the result of an early
parole, It was at this time that he be-
gan meeting with local residents and
city officials about the Dupont Circle
project.

District official Monica Wilkerson
said the city was swayed to accept
him as developer because of the en-
thusiastic endorsement of Dupont
Circle ents. “He was one of the
few developers who attempted to de-
velop the property who succeeded in
getting community support,” said
Wilkerson, general counsel and acting
“deputy dm:ctor of the District’s De-

outfit retail stau
rants, newspaper stands and ice

P ative Services,
Simon fm identified her as the

chief negotiator for the city on the

lease, But Wilkerson said she didn’t

sources familiar with the *

r's Criminal Past

join the agency until August 1993,
two months before the lease was
signed, "We came in on the tail end of
everything,” Wilkerson said.

Some Dupont Circle residents said
they didn’t know about Simon's past,
but assumed the city had checked his
history before granting the lease.
“The city took over a year to negoti-
ate- the lease, so I assumed they
would know who they were dealing
with,” said Dennis Bass, who was
chairman of the Dupont Circle Advi-
sory Neighborhood Commission at
the time,

The District's Wilkerson said the
city will monitor the situation and
protect the interests of retailers who
rent kiosks at Dupont Down Under.
She said the main criteria for the city
in granting the lease was determining
that Simon had the wherewithal to
pay the $2,000 monthly lease. He has
made an initial, $2,000 deposit to the
city, and began making regular rent
payments this month,

Wilkerson said that although she
was not aware of Simon's past, he
should not be penalized now, “The
theory is that if someone is convicted
and serves their time, they are reha-
bilitated,” she said. “If the system
works the way it should . , . they will
then conduct their life in accordance
with society's rules.”

Wilkerson and others pointed out
that the Dupont Circle project had
had a tortured history, with many de-
velopers proposing projects there in
the three decades since the trolley
line shut down.

Then Simon came forward,

“As a developer he was one of a
rare breed who came to all the local
civic associations before he filed any
papers,” said Dupont Circle attorney
Ed Grandis, executive director of the
Dupont Circle Merchants and Profes-
sionals Association. “It's something
we find very refreshing.”

1t was the first proposal for the Du-
pont Circle underground that seemed
to make sense, said Deacon Maccub-
bin, owner of Lambda Rising, a Du-
pont Circle bookstore, ‘It seemed to
fit like a glove,” Maccubbin said.

Simon has made many friends in
Dupont Circle in the past 1% years,
and is now chairman of the economic
development committee of the Du-
pont Circle Merchants and Profes-
sionals Association, Several Dupont
Circle residents and businessmen
voiced irritation that reporters would
raise questions about Simon's past. |

think justice has been served,”
said Grandis, “Unless there are new
problems, the guy should be allowed
to get on with his hfe,”

Staff writer Kara Swisher
contributed to this article.

Way downtown: Deapite the hokoy docor, the

By Benjamin Forgey
Wiatirgton Post Sl Weites

1t is an idea whose time has come at

long last: Dupont Down Under, a string
of fast-food stations and quick-stop
shops opened quietly a week or so ago,
ending three decades of dank disuse for
one of the old trolley tunnels beneath
Dupont Circle.

The District’s streetcars stopped
running in 1962, The Dupont tunnels,
in service for only 11 years before being
abandoned, have been the source of

Dupont Circlo

plans, proposals and arguments ever
since.

They were equipped for a while as
fallout shelters back when the scare was
still with us. Then, in the mid-'70s, ar-
chitect Arthur Colton Moore floated a
plan to convert the tunnels into upscale
shaps. Later, there were proposals for a
health club, a specialty food and pro-
duce market and, most poetically, a col-
umbariuin—a final resting place for
your ashes underneath tie city's most
entertaining public parlk.

For some reason all of these imagina-

BY LAKAY MORRYS — THE WASHINGTON POST
tunnels are an underground urban dolight.

Dupont Down Under: Trolley Good

tive ideas came Lo naught, [n the mean-
time, the nine access stairwells ringing

. the circle became more or less public

tailets despite a variety of barriers and
harricades tried out over the years.

So, even though the decor is on the
cheesy side, the coming of Dupont
Down Under is a delightful occurrence,
way overdue, Occupying one of the two
tunecls that trace semicircular paths
under the circle, it repairs a civic eye-
sole—or, rather, a number of them—
and it adds a touch of commercial vitali-

Seo CITYSCAPE, 117, Col, 1
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In the summer of 1963, two prominent American visitors,
President John F. Kennedy and Paul Robeson, visited the two
respective sides of a divided Berlin. On June 26, 1963, Pres-
ident Kennedy proclaimed his solidarity with the government
and people of West Berlin outside of Schoneberg City Hall. As
tens of thousands of West Berliners cheered, Kennedy made an
appeal of symbolic citizenship, “Today, in the world of freedom,
the proudest boast is Ich bin ein Berliner!” Historian Andreas
Daum contends Kennedy’s visit “generated one of the most
spectacular events of the modern era.”

Two months after Kennedy’s trip, a case in relief: On August

25, 1963, African American performer and public figure Paul
Robeson flew in secrecy to East Berlin. Robeson was the son

of a former slave, an All-American football star at Rutgers,

and a world renowned singer and actor who had fallen into
disrepute during the McCarthy years. He had traveled previously
to the German Democratic Republic in October 1960 and was
awarded a “Great Star of Friendship” by the East German Party
leader Walter Ulbricht and an honorary degree from Humboldt
University. In 1963, he entered the country to receive treatment
at the Buch Clinic for a mysterious illness from which he had
been convalescing in Britain for the two previous years. As he
recovered in East Berlin for the following four months, Robeson
was kept largely out of the public eye.

Though the two men never interacted in Berlin in 1963, the
historical traces of their travels to the divided city have left an
imprint on current day Berlin’s public spaces and imagination.
After Kennedy’s assassination in November 1963, the city named
the square in front of its city hall John-F.-Kennedy-Platz, and held
memorial events for Kennedy featuring Americans including his
brother Robert and Martin Luther King. Current sites of memory
for Kennedy around Berlin include the Free University’s John F.
Kennedy Institute for North American Studies and the Kennedys
Museum. Robeson was honored as a beloved honorary citizen of
East Berlin with numerous invocations of his legacy. In 1965

the Paul Robeson Archive was founded at the Academy of Arts,
and in 1968 the GDR held a cultural symposium honoring his
70th birthday. After his death in 1976, a street in East Berlin’s
Prenzlauer Berg was renamed Paul-Robeson-Strasse, and his
face appeared on an East German Stamp with the words, “For
Peace Against Racism, Paul Robeson 1898-1976.” Paul-Robeson-
Strasse remains in reunified Berlin.

Kennedy and Robeson share a status as venerated American
Berliners and key figures of the history/memory of the Cold War.
The ongoing and myriad attempts to memorialize them continue

to this day, including several examples in and around Washington
D.C.

—Paul M. Farber
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EDGAR ENDRESS

Edgar Endress set out to uncover expressions of individual
freedom arising from the political, social, and visual milieus of
capital street-life. Ruins and Utopias presents a series of four
video and print installations that demonstrate how authoritarian
statehood and individual agency construct our social and
private imaginaries.

TABLE 1

Heroclitas 2 or The Hydra, presents footage of East German
and communist utopias, offering dueling images of communist
leaders and abandoned amusement parks.

TABLE 2

Graffiti, presents a stack of prints featuring collaged and
reproduced images collected from the Berlin streets. Visitors
are invited to take a poster if they promise to paste the print in
public places.

RUINS & UTOPIAS

TABLE 3

Utopias and Ruins presents a shoddily constructed,
mechanically reeling display of East German architecture
activated by a music box that plays Lilli Marleen, a song
associated with Nazi resistance offering a sweet if not complicit
tale of a grandiose architecture folding in on itself.,

TABLE 4

Last Victim, the Escape of Winfried Freudenburg, stories
the last casualty of the Berlin Wall, an East German who, in
1989 fatally attempted freedom by lofting a gas-filled balloon
across the Wall.

Ruins & Utopias illuminates the mental and material
architectures that our projections of beauty and loss propose,
delimit, and inhabit.
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HEROCLITAS 2 GRAFFITI UTOPIAS AND RUINS THE LAST VICTIM, THE
OR THE HYDRA o eborstion ESCAPE OF WINFRIED
Narration by Ken Elston. Text by with Peter Lee. FREUDENBURG

Heiner Muller. In collaboration

with Peter Lee. Video and historical footage

from the National Archives
in DC. Narration by by Molly
Elston. In collaboration
with Peter Lee.
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METAMONUMENT
JAMES HUCKENPAHLER

James Huckenpahler set out to explore uncanny correspondences  Metamonument explores how mega-investments like The

of Berlin and DC combining language and image. Marshall Plan incited resonances between these two cities—

Metamonument stories ten futures for the Dupont Underground, unfurling a bizarre American, capitalist heroism that expresses

a series of surreal hypothetical fictions based on past proposals itself in iconic images of expatriated democracy covering the

for its possible use. liberated island of West Berlin, and transposes this liberatory
aesthetic on the ruined walls and buildings of forgotten sectors

Inspired by Calvino’s Invisible Cities, the stories of of the District.

Metamonument envision the underground as a library, school,

museum, mausoleum, opera, spa, shelter, and power plant.

These re-mastered narratives combine seedy characters, science

fantasy and subliminal messages to reveal the unconscious

dynamisms latent in each proposal. Each story concludes

with pictures and quotes from Berlin and DC, building a

puzzle of English and German phrases that illustrate the

uncanny echoes of both cities and slippages between translated

language and image.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

PROVISIONS TEAM

After 50 years of declining population, Washington DC is
growing rapidly, and becoming a dense, connected, and robust
urban center. Dupont Circle has long precedented an integral
cultural life for the district, serving as a site for demonstrations,
political movements, leisure, and economic exchange. Like many
radical cultural centers, this accrued value is now in danger

of being eroded by the rise of chain stores and a decrease in
nearby grassroots arts and cultural venues due to increased
prices and property redevelopment. More diverse and robust
cultural offerings could incite a powerful and integrative
democratic sensibility in the city beyond its federal focus--
serving both its long-time resident populations and a new
generation of citizens.

The Dupont Underground Tunnels gesture to the forgotten, the
mysterious, the seamy, the possible, the below-the-radar parts
of the district. Resurrecting these tunnels demands flexibility,
public process, and creative dreams from many--creating an
experience of transformation that changes with the times and
adapts to the needs of the place it continually generates.
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OBSERVATIONS

ASSETS

LOCATION — Dupont Circle is a crucial axis point of the city’s
design plans.

HISTORY - Dupont Circle contains numerous historic
structures of local and international salience.

CULTURE — Dupont Circle has a long-celebrated history of
grassroots progressive culture, radical politics, and creative
action, and still hosts demonstrations and celebrations amidst
established art museums and galleries.

TRANSPORTATION — The circle serves as a transportation
hub for Metro, bus, bike and foot traffic.

DESTINATION - Local, national, and international visitors

oravitate toward the circle for culture and commerce.

DENSITY — Nearby restaurants, cafes, clothing stores, hotels,
clubs, bars, and bookstores are varied and well-populated.

GREENERY — Dupont Circle’s central green space is a hub
for chess, meeting, sunbathing, people-watching, and casual

conversation.

LONGEVITY - Longstanding neighbors and institutions
sustain local investment and lived perspective.

PROMINENCE - Cosmopolitan social, governmental, and
cultural institutions surround the site.

ARCHITECTURE - Eight at-grade entrances provide access
junctures. Beautiful raw remnants -- architectural rivets, tiles,

rail beds -- add character and intrigue.

ACOUSTICS — The long tunnel curvature creates an unusual
and wonderful echo chamber.

NARRATIVE — Movement through the space is linear,
providing for excellent storytelling.

MYTH — The tunnels circulate as urban legend and mystery.
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CHALLENGES

GENTRIFICATION - Dupont is increasingly price prohibitive
for non-wealthy residents and patrons.

IDENTITY - Large chain stores threaten the community and
local influence on the neighborhood.

PRECEDENT — The checkered past of hope and failure results
in many skeptics and a burden of proof.

CHARACTER - Rapid development makes it difficult to
incubate a progressive spirit and make a case for cultural

advancement.

ARCHITECTURE - Long and narrow tunnels and platforms
limit capacity and delineate potential use to linear, progressive,
and contained space.

SECURITY - Tunnel architectures propose security challenges

due to sightlines and length.

FINANCE - Significant funding is needed to address
structural, ventilation, egress, and lighting.

ONTOLOGY - Underground space feels underground. The
tunnel will be a tunnel (less air, narrow, dark, limited access,
linear design), no matter what architectural features are added.
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PRINCIPLES

INSTINCT - Every space has an instinct based on its past.
People respond subconsciously to this instinct, especially in the
arrangement and uses of space.

HISTORY - Preserving and extending raw history will read
as more authentic than renovation that attempts to mask its
past use.

ADAPTATION - Conversions should incorporate past use into

the new function.

PRESERVATION - Preserve or protect as many existing
elements as possible.

EMBODIMENT - Original use can determine the purpose

of use, the feel and style of architectural designs, and
reconstructive principles. Allow programmatic use and
functionality to drive and determine the architectural decisions.

REMEMBRANCE — Allow the raw, rugged, and rough to
embody and accentuate rather than obscure the past.

ACCENTUATION - Draw from the truth and beauty of the
tunnel’s presence.

FLEXIBILITY — The futures of spaces remain uncertain and
subject to change with the times. Build flexibly with the robust
capacity for change.

ACTIVATION -Activate with temporary projects to build
public interest. Find non-permanent ways that elaborate the
creative distinctions of the space.

PUBLIC - Capture everyone’s email address. Stay in
communication. Treat everyone as an open field of potential.
Make the project of pressing public interest. You never know

who has money, power, connections, or ideas.

TRANSPARENCY - Be clear and specific about funding needs
and expenditures.

STAKEHOLDERS — Engage stakeholders at all levels--
neighborhoods, investors, advocates, donors, users.

INPUT - Ask for opinions at each stage of the process.

COMMUNICATION — Listen. Express humility. Ask
questions. Phases. Upgrade in phases. This allows time for
reflection, consideration, and adaptation along the way.
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STRATEGIES

TOURS — Continue weekly tours both open to the public and
for special interest groups. Add the following elements to tours:
A message on the entrance. Specifications of depth, footage,
materials written on the wall (in chalk or other non-permanent
marking). Add historical precedent to presentation of Dupont
initiative. Offer moments of silence/ listening attuning to the
tunnel. Invite visitors to share memories of DC, Dupont and
the tunnel.

SURVEY - Every tunnel visitor should complete a survey with
questions on one side and a map for ideas on the back. Survey
should collect name, age, ethnicity, job, email, address, how
long they’ve lived in DC at their current address, volunteer
availability. Map should ask: What do you experience?

DONATIONS — People that donate to something (however
small) feel more invested in its future success. Ask for a $10
donation to support the work of resurrecting the tunnel. Begin
a group that people automatically join by this gift (The Tunnel
Society, the Friends of Dupont Underground) that keeps people
engaged in events, advocacy, and networking.

VISION — Develop a robust and diverse board of directors
that represents interests of the circle across time, talent, and
treasure. Continue to host town hall meetings that source ideas
for the underground. A vision for the new, specific use of the
tunnel must be identified before public interest translates into
significant support for endeavors or architectural solutions.

ADMINISTRATION — Use proper board proceedings so

that ideas are validated and can progress. This includes clear
partner communication, active listening to board members, and
framing the initiative in a balanced way that serves the tunnel’s
best interest and not the Board or initiating body.

EDUCATION — The more informed people are about the
Tunnel’s past, the more they will be excited for an adaptive
future. Educate the public about the systems and dynamics.
Use the history to share its potential, ask visitors for feedback,

connections and ideas.
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COMMUNICATION - Keep tunnel visitors interested through
a seasonal newsletter of progress and challenges. The more
honest, creative, and informationally deep this is, the more

you will find an interested audience. Use shared documents on
a template so that all information is public and can be easily
passed on for future use. Keep a strong list of local contacts
that participate in town hall meetings about the underground.

COLLABORATION - Collaborate with colleges and
universities to host projects that can engage the environment,
ecosystem, and economics of the tunnel. Collaborate with artists
to interpret the site. Collaborate with embassies to understand
international aesthetics and perspectives.

ENVIRONMENT - Use the aboveground park as a platform
for connectivity with the Underground.
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POSSIBILITIES

BIKE TRAIL + GREEN COMMONS

PROJECT - Honoring the past use of the Underground as

a transportation thoroughfare, a Rails-to-Trails conversion
would build upon the increasing popular investment in the
biking infrastructure of the city. With basic restoration for
safety, ventilation, and paths, the tunnels themselves would
enable bike traffic to pass below the surface, and position
Dupont as a neighborhood champion for green living. Station
platforms would offer mixed use as common park, memorial
site, performance area, bike parking for Capital bikes, bike shop
for repairs and workshops, fountains that will extend the motif
from above ground to below, and refreshments. Public art--
light works, sound, video, and performance--would enhance the

tunnel and platform area.

INSPIRATIONS — The High Line, The LowLine, Rails-to-
Trails, Capital Bikeshare System, Tempelhof Airport, DC
Cultural Tourism.

PROGRAM OF ACTION - Develop a bike plan with designers
and urban planners, approach partners and the city, involve
community stakeholders and neighbors early on.
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DUPONT ART TUNNELS

PROJECT - Inspired by institutions that invite highly
acclaimed international artists to create large installation

at sites of historical relevance, the Dupont Art Tunnels

could present one or two site-specific commissions per year.
International artists would be curated and juried by a panel
of sophisticated contemporary art curators and writers from
DC, NY, and other centers. The tunnels proper would be used
as project rooms housing site-specific works that use the raw
space as context for interventions (no need to add white walls
but instead simply protect the tunnels in their extant form for
health, access, and safety). Amentities would include cultural
offerings such as a bar, refreshments, art bookstore, learning

lab, and radio station that would serve as creative platforms for

engaging emerging artists and community members in issues

related to the installation themes and generate critical dialogue.
Multiple contexts for meeting would provide income streams for

sustainability and development.

INSPIRATIONS - Tate Modern, Serpentine Gallery, Old Vic
Tunnels, Istanbul Modern (largely underground galleries),
Palais de Tokyo

PROGRAM - Assemble advisory committee of acclaimed
curators and artists. Nominate international artists of repute,
inviting proposals from embassies. Work with education leaders

to connect artworks to community initiatives.
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DUPONT ARCHIVES

PROJECT - Use the space to present historical and present
exhibitions of DC and the capital that will inspire new ways of
framing the cultural life and image of the city. An underground
archive would be a well-suited adaptation of the tunnel, with
backlit presentations of photos, videography, and research
units sensibly applied to the linear architecture. Opening with
a presentation on the streetcar system itself, the archives cold
invite local arts, culture, and historical organizations to curate
shows and organize events that use this context as a place

for preserving and presenting aspects of local history. The
darkness of the tunnel could provide a platform for illuminated
works and preserve documents and materials relevant to

the city for researchers and scholars. The place would serve
as an important bridge connecting federal visitors and
investigating local culture.

INSPIRATIONS — National Archives, Topography of Terror,
Stolperstein (stumble stones).

PROGRAM - Curate archives to engage public in research
about such topics as creative use of public urban space,

environmental sustainability, and under-recognized topics from
the history of DC.

INTERIM ART AND CULTURE PROJECTS

PROJECTS — A repertoire of site-specific projects and
cultural interventions can explore the tunnel in its abandoned
state and use this transitory context for ephemeral works.
These projects would work within city-sanctioned limitations
and slowly upgrade facilities to enable broader access and
public intervention. Works might include music and sound
performances, lightworks, games, experimental temporary,
interactive sculpture, and experiential tours. Academic
researchers and education groups can perform investigations
in and on the site through a variety of disciplinary frames.
Use documentation, robust design, social media, and
intensive publicity to steadily build attention and interest.
Ensure that creative media is non-invasive or permanent to

avoid complexities.

INSPIRATIONS - Urban gaming, Kulturpark, Elsewhere,
Hamburger Bahnhof, Northern Spark Festival, Tate Modern,
Chinati Foundation.

PROGRAM - Invite local artists of acclaim and esteem to
propose site-specific projects. Use the network of local galleries,
museums, and art spaces to encourage proposals. Provide small
stipends to secure commitment to the cause.
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Research Fellows (left to right): Edgar Endress, Paul Farber, Pam Jordan, James Huckenpahler.
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PAUL FARBER Scholar/Historian/Curator

Paul Farber is a PhD candidate in the Program in American
Culture at the University of Michigan and served as the
Doctoral Fellow in the History of African Americans and
Germans/Germany at the German Historical Institute in
Washington, DC. His dissertation covers representations of

the Berlin Wall across American literature and popular culture
from 1961-present. With Getty Publications he edited a book of
historic photographs by Magnum photographer Leonard Freed
of the 1963 March on Washington to commemorate the March’s
upcoming 50th anniversary.

EDGAR ENDRESS Social Artist

Edgar Endress is a George Mason University associate
professor teaching new media and public art. Born in Chile,
he has exhibited extensively throughout the Americas, most
recently in Medellin, Colombia. In 2007, he initiated the
Floating Lab Collective, a team of interdisciplinary artists who
develop and present innovative art projects in collaboration
with urban communities. His work focuses on syncretism

in the Andes, displacement in the Caribbean, and mobile
artmaking practices. He received his MFA in Video Art from
Syracuse University. He has received numerous grants and
fellowships, including from the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts
and Creative Capital.

PAM JORDAN Architect

Pam Jordan is a preservation and sustainable design architect
based in Washington, DC. Her professional focus is the
interaction between natural environments and human built
structures, as well as the reinterpretation of heritage sites
over time. Recent restoration projects include the National
Academy of Sciences in Washington, DC and a state
courthouse in Birmingham, Alabama. Pam has also served as
assistant director of architectural studies at Mt. Lykaion, an
archaeological excavation of an ancient altar site in Greece. Her
independent research and documentation projects have ranged
from traditional urban housing in Shanghai to neglected state
park sites outside of Philadelphia. She received dual Master’s
degrees in Architecture and Historic Preservation from the
University of Pennsylvania in 2007 and has missed the active
trolleys ever since.

JAMES HUCKENPAHLER Artist, DC Historian

James Huckenpahler does not usually read the software
manuals when making images on his laptop. He is represented
in Washington DC by Hemphill Fine Arts and currently serves
on the advisory board of Transformer, non-profit, artist-
centered organization that connects and promotes emerging
artists locally, nationally and internationally. His current work-
in-progress, “Skull Rock,” is an illustrated history of the capital
city. (http://www.superluckyland.com/)
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BOOKS

1989: Bob Dylan Didn’t Have This To Sing Aboul,

Joshua Clover

Alley Life in Washington: Family, Community, Religion, and
Folklife in the City, 1850-1970, James Borchert

Architecture of the Off-Modern Svetlana Boym

A Sand County Almanac, Aldo Leopold

Berlin Childhood Circa 1900, Walter Benjamin

Berlin- Matter of Memory, Fredrik Torisson

Bicycle Diaries, David Byrne

Book of Clouds, Chloe Aridjis

The Breeding of Contempt: Account of the Largest Mass Murder
wn Washington, D.C. History, John King

Capital Losses, James W. Goode

Contested Landscapes: Movement, Exile and Place, Barbara
Bender and Margot Winer

Der Holzweg: The Track Through the Woods, Simon Shama
Dream City: Race, Power, and the Decline of Washington, D.C.,
Tom Sherwood and Harry Jaffe

The Ecology of Eden, Evan Eisenberg

Farbige Impressionen aus der Deutschen Demokratischen

Republik, F. A. Brockhaus Verlag

Field Guide to Getting Lost, Rebecca Solnit

Future of Nostalgia, Svetlana Boym

Free Agents: a History of Washington D.C. graffiti,

compiled by Roger Gastman

Freedom, Svetlana Boym

Ghosts of Berlin, Brian Ladd

The Great Society Subway, How Metro Shapes DC, Mapping
Metro, 1955-1968: Urban, Suburban, and Metropolitan
Alternatives, Zach Schrag

Image Critique and the Fall of the Berlin Wall, Sunil Manghani
Kennedy in Berlin, Andreas Daum

Middlesex, Jeffrey Eugenides

Mondo DC: An Insider’s Guide to Washington, DC’s Most
Unusual Tourist Attractions, Jeff Bagato

Porn Row, Jack Mclver Weatherford

The Power of Place, Delores Hayden

Present Pasts: Urban Palimpsests and the Politics of Memory,
Andreas Huyysen

The Ravickians: A Novel, Renee Gladman

Ruins of Modernity, Julia Hell and Andreas Schonle
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CONCEPT & CONTEXT

Silencing the Past: Power and the Production of History,
Michel-Rolph Troullot

The Sacred Geometry of Washington DC, Nicholas Mann
Social Justice and the City, David Harvey

Ten Blocks from the White House: Anatomy Of The
Washington Riots Of 1968, Ben Gilbert

The Turnaround, George Pelecanos

Wall Jumper, Peter Schneider

Whisper of the Wild, Kim Tingley

FILMS

Achterbahn

All the President’s Men

The Baader-Meinhof Complex
Berlin Alexanderplatz
Broadcast News

Cabaret

Dave

Good Bye, Lenin

Invisible Frame

The Lives of Others

M

Mr. Smith Goes to Washington
Rabbit a la Berlin

The Contender

The Day the Earth Stood Still
The Manchurian Candidate
Olympia

Run Lola Run

Three Days of the Condor
Wag the Dog

Wings of Desire
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