MILTON BARNES to RECDA BAERNES

“rarkli= Tenressee

Thur=adav, Nov. 10th 1864

My own dear wife,

I write this heautifvl mrrrning under peculiar rircurstances.
You will see by the date of this thar I have not ot reached rmv cormanrd.
I have heen trvince sirce last saturday [MNoverber 2] to reach it, but have
not yet succeeded. I will mive you a shors hizstory of my pilarinage, I

1. Cn the following day

reached Nashville ore wesx ano
1 took a freight train (trere .o no otter kind runs on thesc military roads)
for Chatta. IChattancegz] [-] reachked there the next rornina [November 5]
through rair ard darkness anéd mud irnterrminable.  found our corps had cone
to Pulacski [Tenncscseel. T could find no gne that I knew, so I took the
.3

first train hack *¢ Sterrnensern, [MPlakbamal exnectino o go on the road

leu..)
running down by the way of Huntsville Rla. I reach[ed] Sterlkenson after

A

[whe-\ N w2al

dark,ﬂstill rainirg and vorv darX zarnd middv. I prowled arourd until I found
the "soldier's home" and suchk & home! but it was a shelter from the storm
at least and I staved there for the nicht, and wrote vou a short note, which
I hope reached vou.

Bere I met some cfficers from our corps wno had keen down that road
and returnrned, not akle to cet throuch. I then +took the next up train for
Kashville and after a very *tirescrme and sleeuless ride all night, reached
there the next merring {sunday)'.] ©n Mendav nornirc [November 7] I tock

the Pulaskil trair on +the c¢ther road, rurning dirsctly south from Nashville,

by the way of this place and CZolurhia, evervthing crogressed well until



Milton Rarnese *¢ Rhoda EBarnes

Franklin Tennessee -z -
Thursday, Nev. 13th 1864

about ten o'clock A.v. [-1 after getting to Thenpsor's station akout

ten miles bevond this place, we “wlc a sudden “avr. the train stepped

and [we] heard a vollev of musketrs,  we rade 2 vush Tor the door of

the car, saw the engire was 7 e track and sorc soidiers crving out,
querillas!! Therc haprened to be abont twe hurdrad armed scldiers aboard
and they irmediatelw Acil2ved cur ard comrerced firina on them but the

cowardly wholys nad escared,  we afterwards learred they were a scoutinag
narty of Forrest's mer, the main body cumhered one nundred and (iftw,

but net more than scven or cisht were =een. They had cut the track in a
deep cut ¥ight in the widet of which was a shert ourve so thot one could
not see ahead more <han fwenty y!ards. the encineer saw it and roversed
his enaines hut was not culte ~uick enough. 1% went over with a crash but
hurt no one. the rehs fired at the cnoineer, thirkirng ne deubt to kill him
and rapture the train, tvt firndirg so mrany soldiers abeard fled in haste.

MNnding mysel® <he rankinc officer on the train 1 tock command, threw out
pickets and [we] prevared to defend ourselves zs well as we could and had
to stay there forty sight hours., T was a little friahtened at first and

confoess

a few minutes, but I soorn recovered my

and felt secure against what mioht ke broucht <o kear acainst us.

we might have been in

situation to be vlaced ir,

e

i

on the track and learring

I gend & dispatch to the cormand out of

to haul us off, in the eveninc it came

that unpleasart visions of Libky

three bri

flitted throuah my mind for

[sic!, *hrew out vickets

But although

we dldrt thirk it s very desirable
havire failed ir getting our engine
does were washed awayv further ahead,

the Fost here to send us another engine

and brought us back o tris place,



Milton Barnes to Ehoda Barres
Franklir Tennressee 3
Thursday, HNev. 10th 186

I

we reached here a littlie hefore night and an Tliircis Cartlainl & T feound
a very comfortakle rlace tc stay ir a nrivate hoardirg heouse. We have
everything as pleasant as cotld ke desired, with the exceptior that we are
breoke. I have'nt had a Acllar since I “irst reached Nasbville, but I have
not wanted for any thina. My shoulder strans are cu’ficier®. vouchers.

an officer of Genl. Schofield's staff offored o loan me all the monev I

[2a]

wanted, but I declired taking more ¢har five dollars. was corry after-—
wards I did'rt take more, it iz 21l core again. I dont know when I shall
get through. Tast niaght some ceven cr elight trairs of Lroops rassed down
tawards Pulaski Fus <heov 3id'nt act guch farther than we did until one of
them ran off tiie trrck and <he whelo are dotained or will have to march afoot
through., But I am verv corm-crtablw elituated arnd guess T will! remain here

until the road 1s open again, which may be several days.

As soon as the accident oo

1l

arred 4% Trorpson's Statior, I sent out and arrested
all the c¢itizens for a mile arcund and reld them as hostages, and had a notion
to burn all the houses near, tut thouoht I would'nt. An old gentlemanl,] Dr.
Thompson(,] livirg near came down and invited me and two or three officers to
his house. when we went ur I found a member of his Tamilv., he besought me to
release hirm[.] I did so, and the ¢ld rman fed us while we stayved and treated us
very kindly. Sc vou see I am Zdoing finelvy [sicl, and dert intend to get in a
splutter about getting to my commard if I dont reacnh it for a month. There is
[sic] plenty of our *roops arcund now ard the road is szfe encugh as soon as
the bridges are repaired. I felt a gocd £eal cof anxiety about net reaching the

regiment in time to wvote, but ferturatelvy we nRad enough Chic soldiers and
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Franklin Tennessee -
Thursday, November 10th, 1E6d

Pennsylvania scldiers, “o cpen polls where we were znd by acc
of ficer with us had a 1ot of roll kookzs ard tallwv sheets, so
a poll for each state and voted for "21d Abe”Ll

I am enjoving fine Realth, and a_thougk it has ralined constar

since T left Toulsville, I am zbout rid of rmv ceucn. This morning how-
ever it has cleared awav. "Tnverted at Yo of pace 1:1 MNow!,] my dear
darlinag[,] I have givern vou a rretty Zfull account ~f onry wishaps Thut]
you g Mmust not be utneasy about re at 2ll as I oam doine finely [sic] T
assure you. Thiz is o pleasant little rerel town, with a garrison of our
troops stationed here. 7 owolld love to sce youl this merning ry dear and
also have a romp with Tirza the ear Iaittlie chiild. does she say much about
me since T letf+? T recken net oz zhe will see =zc¢ many others to attract
her attention. I am so scrrwe T cant get vour letter Fefrnre T reach the
reqiment.  There dearest!,] cocd bve for the present[.] if I should not
R

will Love tn

get off for a few desvys write agair from here

folks, and lots of love my own dear cncs.

Your leoving Milton

idert an

we onened

tly ever

all ocur gaod
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