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A Brief Bibliography on Black Vernacular English 
 
I have put together a brief list of titles to assist those of you who would like to conduct 
research on Black Vernacular English and African-derived cultural practices.  The older 
titles are included because they are considered classics and most recent works rely to 
some extent on the earlier, seminal studies. Overall, most of the titles identify works of 
particular interest to teachers. 
 
Asante, M. (1990). African Elements in African American English.  In J. Holloway, ed. 

Africanisms in American Culture.  Bloomington:  Indiana University Press. 
 
Blackshire-Belay, C.A. (1996). The Location of Ebonics within the Framework of the 

 Africological Paradigm. Journal of Black Studies 27, 5-23. 
 
Bloom, David, and J. Lemke, eds. (1995). Special Issue:  Africanized English and 
Education.  Linguistic and Education 7. 
 
Cazden, C. B. (1988). Classroom Discourse.  Portsmouth, NH:  Heinemann. 
 
Delpit, L. (1995).  Other People’s Children:  Cultural Conflict in the Classroom.  New 

 York:  New Press. 
 

Delpit, L. and Dowdy, J.K, eds. (2002). The Skin That We Speak:  Thoughts on 
 Language and Culture in the Classroom.  New York:  The New Press.   

 
Cunningham, P.M. (1976-77).  Teachers’ Correction Responses to Black- Dialect 

 Miscues which are Non-Meaning Changing.   Reading Research Quarterly 12. 
 
van Dijk, Ed. (1997). Discourse, Ethnicity, Culture, and Racism.  London: Sage 

 Publications. 
 
Dillard, J. L. (1972).  Black English—Its History and Usage in the United States.  New 

 York: Vintage Press. 
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Duncan, G.X. (1995). Langue, Parole and the Nature of Culture:  Toward a Progressive 

Pedagogy of Language and Literacy for Speakers of Ebonics (Black Language). 
In  M.A. Ice and M.A. Saunders Lucas, eds., Reading: The Blending of Theory 
and Practice, Seventh Annual Reading Conference Year Book 3. (pp. 49-68).  
Bakersfield:  California State University. 

 
Friere, P. (1985). The Politics of Education:  Culture, Power and Liberation. (D. 

Macedo, Trans.). Massachusetts:  Bergin & Garvey Publishers, now an imprint of 
Greenwood Publishing Group, Westport, CT. 

 
Heath, S. Brice. (1983). Ways with Words.  Cambridge:  Cambridge U. Press. 
 
Hoover, M. R. (1982).  A Culturally Appropriate Composition Assessment:  The Nairobi 

Method.  In M. Whiteman,ed. Variations in Writing:  Functional and Linguistic –
Cultural Differences.  Hilldate, NJ:  Lawrence Ehrlbaum. 
 

Jones, R. L, ed. (1996).   Handbook of Tests and Measurements for Black Populations,  
 vol. 1, Hampton, VA:  Cobb and Henry, Publishers. 
 
Kochman, T. (1981).  Black and White Styles in Conflict.  New York:  Holt Rinehart. 
 
Kozol, J. (1991).  Savage Inequalities:  Children in America’s Schools.  New York:  
Crown Publishers. 
 
Labov, W. (1972).  Language in the Inner City:  Studies in Black Vernacular English.  

Philadelphia:  University of Pennsylvania Press. 
 

Nelson, Linda Williamson. (1995). The Peer Review Group:  Writing, Negotiation and 
Metadiscourse in the English Classroom, in S. Jackson and J. Solis, eds. Beyond 
the Comfort Zones in Multiculturalism:  Confronting the Politics of Privilege as 
Educators.  Massachusetts:  Bergin and Garvey, Publishers, now an imprint of 
Greenwood Publishing Group, Westport, CT. 
 

_____________________.(1990). Code Switching in the Oral Life Narratives of  
African American Women:  Challenges to Linguistic Hegemony. Boston 
University Journal of Education, special issue:  History and Voice in African 
American Pedagogy, Vol. 172, No.3. 

 
Rickford, J. R. (1999). African American Vernacular English:  Features, Evolution, 
Educational Implications.  Malden, Mass.:  Blackwell Publishers. 
 
Rickford, J.R. and Rickford, R. J. (2000).  Spoken Soul:  The Story of Black English.  
New York:  John Wiley and Sons, Inc. 
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Turner, L.D. (1973).  Africanisms in the Gullah Dialect.  Ann Arbor:  University of  
Michigan Press. 

 
Smitherman, Geneva. (1986, 1977) Talkin and Testifyin: The Language of Black  

America. Detroit:  Wayne State University Press. 
 
__________, ed. (1981).  Black English and the Education of Black Children and Youth.  
Detroit: Center for Black Studies. Wayne State University Press 

 
Vernon-Feagans, L. (1996). Children’s Talk in Communities and Classrooms.  

 Cambridge:  Blackwell Publishers. 
 

Welmers, W.E. (1973).  African Language Structures.  Berkeley:  University of 
 California Press. 

 
Whiteman, M. F. (1980).  Reactions to Ann Arbor:  Vernacular Black English and 
  Education.  Arlington, VA:  Center for Applied Linguistics. 
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