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For years the Library has been developing expertise 
and capacity in digital scholarly publishing

GMU Press was transferred to the Library in July 2013

This provided the catalyst to launch a multifaceted  
publishing program for the University

Provost Stearns endorsed the initiative in Fall 2013

Mason PublishingBackground



What is Mason Publishing?
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Mason Publishing

A set of activities that support theA set of activities that support the

of scholarly, creative and/or educational works
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Institutional Repository (MARS)
Digitization Projects

E-Books

E-Journal Hosting 

Copyright and Author Rights consulting

GMU Press

Data Publishing

Electronic Theses and Dissertations

Evolution of Mason Publishing



Why?



Offer an alternative to traditional publishers
E-Books, Print-on-Demand, OA E-Journals, Digital Humanities Projects, etc.

Publish work that doesn’t “fit” elsewhere
Undergraduate research projects, Presentations, Working Papers, Media files, etc.

Broaden library’s involvement in research lifecycle
Discovery & delivery of information  Services that support scholarly publishing



A platform to support and brand the 
intellectual output of the University

Research libraries are increasingly engaging in publishing activities

Leverage “lightweight” digital workflows to  
encourage open-access publishing 

Improvement in tools and technologies have reduced barriers to entry





How?



E-Journals



journals.gmu.edu

An e-journal workflow 
management and publishing 

system hosted by University Libraries 

E-Journals



Philosophy & Public Policy Quarterly

The Quarterly publishes papers that 
address the normative and 

conceptual dimensions of important 
and timely issues in public policy.

E-Journals



Narrative and Conflict: Explorations 
of Theory and Practice

Narrative and Conflict publishes articles 
on conflict resolution and conflict 

analysis that are grounded in a narrative 
framework of thinking and of practice.

E-Journals



New Voices in Public Policy is a 
student-run journal published by the 

GMU Graduate School of Public 
Policy (SPP). It is student- and 

faculty-reviewed, and features 
outstanding work by the students in 

all SPP degree programs. 

E-Journals



International Journal of Regulatory Science and Technology  

IJRST

and coming sOon…



MARS



MARS



MARS



This particular site is an 
example of our 

publishing much of the 
same content in yet 

another form… 

as an online exhibit.





George Mason University Press
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Jack Censer - History 
John Foster - English 
Darrene Hackler - Public and International Affairs 
James Pfiffner - Public Policy 
Kelly Schrum - History/Center for History and New Media 
Peter Stearns - Provost 
John Zenelis - University Libraries

GMU Press Editorial BoardMason Publishing



Mason Publishing Advisory Board

We will be soliciting Deans for suggestions of appropriate faculty 

Mason Publishing









Software / Technologies



e-books

Scrivener In Design

iBooks Author Sigil

Pressbooks



Print on Demand (POD)

Books are printed only as they are ordered   

No speculative investment in up-front printing…no 
costly end-of-year returns from bookstores

JIT  -    Just In Time



e-books



Staffing



Mason Publishing Staffing

GMU Press Advisory Board



Next Steps…



where are we now?

Searches underway for vacant Publishing Group positions

Exploring partnerships for publishing student research

Creating web presence for Mason Publishing

Establishing Mason Publishing Advisory Board

Mason Publishing

Developing Mason Publishing promotion campaign across university

And next…Should  Mason adopt a university-wide open access mandate?

* * *



It feels like the right 
time to be building 

something…

Mason Publishing





Questions?



University Libraries

Public Library of Cincinnati & Hamilton County
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