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FOREWORD

with ",,.one third of a nation.,.." the Living Newspaper
presents 1ts fifth Broadway production,

TRIPLE A PLOWED UNDER, the firet Living Newspaper edition,
opened on March 14, 1936, and ran for eight weeke. It was seen by
38,000 New Yorkers, As its name implies, the play deals with the
economic problem of the farmer. The interest in this initial Living
_ Newspasper wae so great thet Chicago, Los Angeles, Milwaukee and Cleve-
land reproduced it; Chicago, 93 performsnces, Los Angeles, 32 and Mil-
waukee ’ 220

The second edition of the Living Newspeper, HIGHLIGHTS OF
1935, opened on May 12, 1936, and ran for three weeks., It dramatized
important front page stories of the previous year, The Brooklyn Eagle
charecterized the play as, "a selection of headlines, editorials as well
as news, in a nice combination providing pungency and humor."

With INJUNCTION GRANTED the Living Newspaper started to form
its definite production pattern, This can be said to be the why, the
. when, and the wherefore -~ cause and effect -- of living problems con~
fronting us today, The subject at hand in that production was organized
~ labor in the Courts, and the 63,000 people who saw it during its thir-
teen week run, were most enthusisstic in their responss, both as regards
the theme of the play, and the Living Newspaper form of dramatization,
Gilbert Seldes in Scribner's Magezine said, "I do not know which to
praiee more, the shrewdnces of the method, the significance of the sub-
Ject, or the passion which, in the end, communicates a positive excite~-
ment to the audience.!

As it's fourth production, POWER, a play trescing the history
of the electric industry in the United Stetes, was produced, It ovened
on February 23, 1937, and during its twenty week run played to a total
audience of 76,529 people. While it was playing to capacity houses in
New York, San Franclsco and Seattle also produced it, At this moment,
Portland, Oregon has o cast in rehearsal, and word comes from Seattle,
that the play 1s touring the State of Washington with much success,

Eerly in February of this year, s second ‘company was formed,
had a four week run on Broadway, and now has numerous spot bookings
througzhout the city. The general feeling is that POWER will be on the
books of the Federsl Thentre for some time to come.

While POWER wes still drawing large audiences, the germ of
"...one third of a nation..." wes taking root., Housing, a mejor problem
of modern existence, was filling the columns. of our metropolitan news-
papers, Legislation wes being drefted in Washington, end in our own
City and State, groups were working for appropristions,hot only for slum
clearance, but also for housing projects. The production of ",,..one
third of a nation.,." on January 17th, at & time when there wes so much




activity in the ‘nationnl housing field, indicetes the vitality of the
Federal Theetre,

At this writing, April 20th, the play has paseed its eightieth
performance, and hess been seen by 111,000 people. It is booked solid
with theatre parties until the 10th of June. There can be no doubt that
the Living Newspaper has given to New York the, "hit of the season,®

It is the hope of the Living Newspsper ond the Federsl Theatre
Project that ",..,one third of a netion,,." will be the besis for meny
presentations in local communities. We have set the scene in New York,
but

LOUDSPEAKER
Ladies and gentlemen, this might be Boston, New York,
S8t. Louis, Chicago, Philesdelnhiag =w-~-

end with changes in nemes and locale, ",..one third of a nation,..” can
be produced for a2ll the nation,

New York
April 20, 1938,
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MAN ON FIRE ESCAPE..c.cvuvevoocencsaoscoscascansoessese PAT McCULLAGH

SCENE 2 —— INVESTIGATION

COMMISSIONER: eovvovsvoccssvronsnsvsnsoosussnseessssess BOWIN WHITNER
MR. ROSEN:seeevisroeeersasnosscocasesansnsseassnessss . MAX HIRSCH
FIRE DEPARTMENT INSPECTOR.sccooasseaseosesnssssssessse DICK FITZGERALD
BUILDING DEPARTMENT INSPECTOReesoessescsessocsnssoeess TOM HARRIS
TENEMINT HOUSE INSPECTOR.:eceuverssssvssconcoassessess AYNE NUNN

MR. SCHULTZ..:0etvveeencanusevasosonssonsonssnsssssssss RICHARD KELLER
CAR OWNER:.eeevevvsavrsnsesorcnsosasoessssesnssassssss SNITZ MOORE
AUTOMOBILE SALESMAN. . cevevetvsconsesnnssscossnssessss ALEXANDER POLAK

SCENE 3 -~ LAND

A~ TRINITY CHURCH
(Staged by TAMARIS)

LORD CORNBURY . ¢vvvaveeereracsencocanssonsesssnensessss PETER KING
MINISTER. .o ouvusonnnssnsensseanssisssoinsenssessess GEORGE A RYAN
(LAWRENCE HAWLEY
LEASEHOLDERS: ¢ 0 s evsorernssseassoneeoceeasnononnssssss (HUGH BANKS
: (WILLIAM BURBRIDGE
S (ROBERT WARD :
ALDERMAN . oo vv s vvsnearnesernsnnseennsorocneneesssssss JAMES J.COYLE
WILLIAM RHINELANDER. s« eeeeoeocesce vocensascnensensess ZACK MACCUBBIN
AARON BURR4 4 e esvessuoseneasososasassansossssnnsnessase THURLOW BERGEN

B- THE CITY GROWS

LANDOWNER. ¢ v e v evevanosessesoneenonessssenasnsssnssssss ROBERT NOACK
VOICE OF TOWN CRIERe¢evveovsonnnsonnoncsnossnnesnsons ZACK MACCUBBIN
SECOND VOICEe s eveeeunnveseacsosnonsovassnoansesnsessss TOM HARRIS
MAN=4n~SEARCH=0f-HOMEe s v o vvveessssnenencencnsnessensss SIINEY RIGGS
va FAT M.ll.ll....'.l'.ll".l....l.‘l.....ll"'.ll.PHIL BISHOP
ROBERT GOELET: ¢ v vvsvevraneensnonronaonenssensnsseoness SAM BONNELL
JOEN WENDELL. « e eevvvnnonsasancasssanansasanssoncesssss ROBERT MACK
JOEN JACOB ASTORe s svseseenerasnessasssssesonsensessssesED. BRANDON
JAMES GORDON BENNETT: eeeeesosncereesenssessnnanneossss ROBERT LINWOOD




CAST OF CHARACTERS (Cont'd)
ACT I

SCEINE 4 -~ LOOKING BACKWARD

LITTIJE m.oco.oclln--Quoo’lctoooclllttoihoolo‘oo‘om\ICE RICHd‘-SE
G’UI]E.-.--..-...-.-.........u-.--u...n....n--.-...JOSEPH DIXDN
CITIzm.-QD..Qll”“...I'OOll‘.l000.0..0OQODOOIO'UOC.WAmENUNN

A~ WHY THEY CAME (IRISH FAMILY)
MARY.Q'I..l.'!."l'ill‘..l.l.b..-.ll....D‘tll.'ll‘leRGINIA M’Y

R

IRISI{ FATHER...‘-.QQ.O..O.D.OOonou.tcbacioon'ocolco.EUGmE MaCGREGOR

IRI&I MOTHER..'.-oo--‘.n.-co..-.........----.-.-.oBEATRICE HENmICKS
MIKE’ THEIR SON‘.Cl...‘OQCOQIC....;Ql..l....ll..'..'mN STEWART

B~ WHAT THEY SA¥W (STEVE and JOE)

JOEQIQQQOIOQOAICQOv-al...l.lllo.t..‘.t....!llcIODDWILLIAM SCPHILLIPS
STE‘VE..-..-.--‘---.-u.o.---;--.o.---.-o..o---.-o..MICKIE JACOBI

C- WHAT THEY GOT (CHOLERA)

JEWISH MOTHER: «ueevaevenvasosseocanasssasessssses  MIRIAM GOLDINA
JEWISH FATHER: «evueesennerenoanoannonseanesesesse MAX HIRSCH
DOCTOR: « e e s e avoaneesessseenensennsonaennsenssnnes 2ACK MACCUBBIN
SICK WOMAN: oasvveeovenennnoeseesssnneeneensensoees  LOUISE McGREGOR
HER DAUGHTER. +. s ssavesenscronssannsecnssonssssss JOAN DANTON
NURSE + 4 s oo v easnneserennsassensnsaresesnsnnssessss JEAN THOMAS
ANOTHER WOMAN. » « v e evnuennenneeneennceneranssoes  ANNE VOORHEES
HER SON.vvovnvvnoronanenss e teeesvesse. ROY Le MAY
DOGTOR. 4« e s e e avennenesnnsonnsansasesnnnns veeerve. ROBERT WARD
DOCTORe o« e v enssresnensecensnsnesssssessasnssssss GIORGE A RYAN
STCK MAN. s evvevervnrronsncronssnsensenessesansss. SAM BONNELL

< (EDWIN WHITNER
ORDERLIES: v vevssvnverevenonneecasnsersonnsnssosss(WILLIAM PARKE

SICI{ BoYl'..l'.l'0.0....'0.0'...‘0.!0OQOOOOOCOIQIIRICHMDHUETT
. (LAWRENCE HAWLEY
RE!PORTERS.--..--.-..-.-ooo....ooons-'a---o.oo-...(TOM H—ARRIS

VOICE OF GERRITT FORBES...........................ROBERT LINWOOD

SCENE 5 -— APPOINT A COMMITTER

ANNOUNCER OF STATISTICS:eeereeevrrnsescneennssesss JOHN POTE
: ( ZACK MACCUBBIN
(GEORGE A.RYAN
(ROBERT WARD
DR. JOEN H.GRISCOM,

INSPECTOR OF HEALTH (1855)ecvessccccscecresssss  HUGH BANKS
MAYORt eevecsanoansonsrssnsanssoasesenonaanesrsssss PHIL BISHOP
CHAIRMAN OF MAYOR'S COMMITTEE...veoeessnscasssssss NILLIAM BURBRIDGE

; . (CHARLES DEIGHAN
OTHER COMMITTEE MEMBERS.eeecvascensvoseenssssssss(RICHARD KELLER
(EMILE METRAS
(JANET McGUINESS
CHARWOMEN . o vvvvressenveevooansrnssnsonssnssonsres (MATHILDE BARING
(MARION DAY




CAST OF CHARACTERS (Cont'd) 3.

LANTLORD: s veevocasscsacsasansssancsascsosssvssasess WILLIAM BURBRIDGE
FIRST AGENT.c.coecsvsossacsnascssssssssnssssesssess RICHARD KELLER
(DAVID RESNIKOFF
( DOROTHY GAMMON
ITALIAN FAMILY.ooivven o innnnssnnes ceresssnsesses (JANE HOWE
(RICHARD HUETT
(NANCY SKIIMORE

MAN. ceeeensacsevanvooonsasvesssoasnsosnsvesncs «+ ¢+ +PAT McCULLAGH
WOMAN......... creeetersesrasasscscasssssassesesssss BEATRICE OLSON
' (NAT LOESBERG
: (TOMMI BISSELL.
ANOTHER FAMILY..e0eeecscccccnnsassnsasssnscssossess(ANNE VOORHEES
‘ (MAY RITCHIE
(GEORGE BATSON

SECOND AGmTIOODOJOQ.QOIIOQOOQ..'IOODOOIOOQOCQDUOQQDIm FITZGERMJD
THIRD AG'EN‘T...Q.OD lllllll oo-c....ltn-oAUOQQCQltl.OQMAX HIRSCH

(PAUL JACCHIA
NEW YORKERS IN SEARCH OF A HOME.eeoveecvoeonossnee (ALMA MGIEE

(WiLLIAM La VAR

(ANNE ASHLEY

GRANDDAUGHTER. s s o0 rsssssncossssssesacesssvssesssess JOAN DANTON
GRANDFATHER. ¢ cvvsonesvoncenorcnn ceesscrssnans ¢+ o+0«GEORGE COLAN -
JEWISH MAN s e eeoerseeonsescrssnssnonnssscnsses « «+ oo VLADIMIR PERLOFF
JEWISH WOMAN: s eeeseseosscnasoaosasssovsaessosssssss MIRIAM GOLDINA
MINISTER.veosoosonsess tesssetenassatecenoarens vo+« WAYNE NUNN

VOICE OF THE HOUSE.:seveeseons teevesessesnesnsseess EDONIN WHITNER
ANNOUNCERS OF THE LiW.veeccsooccooosocscessessssesl ED BRANDON
‘ ( ZACK MACCUBBIN

COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE HOUSING (1894)e¢.ssssesess IMILE METRAS
RICHARD WATSON GILDER, CHAIRMAN...eeoeeveercessesss SAM BONNELL
ENOCH VREELAND, DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT

OF BUILDING DEPARTMENT. . eeeveceassosscesasesssssss ROBERT LINWOOD
EDITOR OF NEW YORK HERALDe s eeessveraoevacssssoseess GEORGE A RYAN
COLONEL S.VAN RENSSELAER CRUGER, ' :

COMPTROLLER OF TRINITY CHURCH...eeseesececossssss PHIL BISHOP
THE VERY REVEREND A.WOODRUFF HALSEYs eveev-vsessaees JAMES J.COYLE
JUDGE PRYOR: e tvvvovsnvosnssessossasasncoseasessssess NNLLIAM PARKE
S.P.NASH, ATTORNZY FOR TRINITY:.eeeecesvoeceeesssss TOM HARRIS
ROGER FOSTER, ATTORNEY FOR CITYueseescosoessssessss  PETER KING
JUDGE PECKHAM. e s evseeesocasorosssseneassnsssesssssss THURLOW BERGEN
ANNOWCER OF LAWO.!‘Oi...llll..l'0....OQO.OOUV‘OOQOQWAYNENUNN
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CENE 2 -- CROSSTOWN

THE LITTIJE MANOOI.D.o‘lttaca"u...‘aoo ----- g.u.u...CLARINCE RQCHASE ’
GUIDE.-.....Q.OOD'Q.QQoooo--ooo---.oooou--ono.ct-..JosmH DIXDN

CT II

SCENE 24~ STREET KIDS

FMKOOOJOIOD‘OOOD"”OlO'~0..I-..l. nnnnn l.l'l'll'.QQMICKIE JACOBI
SMchtttn!oouonuo ------ l.."‘otlll.o'l.OQC.OI.I"‘.ROY LMY
SAWY'S MOTHEROCnoon'ouu"t"l.lolo‘tohctnoti.lcto-ul.MIRIm GOLDINA

molmcms.;.olno..vtlol".’ooootzploovnuo.'tlbn.ll'o'.(CATHERINE Hm’H
' : (MAVIS WALSH

B~ EAST SIDE - WEST SIDE

MINeseeoorosonnonnenes csersecessssansesssssssssses  HELENE AMBROSE
JIM, HER HUSBAND.ssseseeosssessssessacossssssesases JOHN POTE
MRS, BUTTONKOOPER. eeevveeaassscoasensascessessssess SDITH GROOME
TENEMENT HOUSE COMMISSIONER.scesescveecassssessse. .PETER KING

G~ HARLEM

A STmmRE.o.....o..-o-.-.oc...-".o-o........-....ADD BA.TES
A BOOTBLACK..-.-o. ..“ll...'l.b...:.'l.ll.ll..ll‘...K'E‘RMIT AUGUSTINE

D~ RENT STRIKE :

. o (DOROTHY GAMMON
EAST SIDE STRIKERSOOOO‘Q-.nulo‘.'c-1..-.-0-.00-0..0(JOAN MNTON

' ' ‘ (BEATRICE OLSON

(MARION DAY

BRONX STRIKEB.S: o2 8 DSOS e be 20N ...'.'.‘Oli..v. .....'.(JmET MCG‘UINESS
. - (JEAN THOMAS

ORGANIZER....... e Ceiees teeqeresesneeesss SAM BONNELL

BROOKLYN STRIKmS.l'.l..".'l..l...lllb.'.l.l.l.l.(vLADIMIR PMFF
(KATHERINE BERGER

SCENE 3 - WHAT PRICE HOUSING?

e —

LANmORDIOlC-ll..t.OOC..QIOIO.'.'.'QQ. ...... .l..lO.ALEme POLAK
memmq.llcnu'otlllooo.uoo-o --------- c'ln..l.c.o.WAYNE NIJNN

BROKERS..."OO.".l.'.t‘l'...l'.llloo'l’l'.o.l.ﬁ..(PHIL BI%OP
(SAM BONNELL

BUILDING SUPPLY MENususuveuseenoronosnsescoesssssess(SNITZ MOORE
(TOM HARRIS

CONTRACTOR. ¢ssevesscncecssansoossssncssnosessaensses ROBERT LINWOOD
BANKER . e eveorsvoasossasanssaesssncssnsancsssanaesiees JAMES JcCOYLE
MORTGAGE COMPANY PRESIDENT: s s mecccsaasncsscasssos oo WILLIAM PARKE
FEDM TAX COIJLECTOR‘.‘.‘...--......l‘...' e OO) o0y .mILE MEms
STATE TAX COLLEcmR"."...."Q"‘."...“'..‘..(..0‘/"lmBmT MAm




CAST OF CHARACTEZRS (Cont'd) De

SCENE 3 - WHAT PRICE HOUSING? (Cont'd)

CITY TAX COLLECTOR.scecerescoveessssccssncssncsssss DICK FITZGERALD
INSURANCE AGENT: eveeceroreccosnssosavesssvssssssses RICHARD KELLER
COAL DEALTR: ¢ veesesesosecosoorasesnsssssssssessass PAUL JACCHIA
RENTING AGENT. o eeerreoeesorssascsaasssncsvsssnses s MAVIS WALSE
TJANITOR: o eeevnvisosoeronnnossesnaccenrsannssasesssss JAMEBS WILLIAMS
‘ (DON STEWART

ANNOUNCERSs ¢+ v coveeesesoreracsnssassassssacessesss (ROBERT WARD .

(WILLIAM BURBRIDGE

(JAMES F.KELLY

NATHAN STRAUS,AIMINISTRATOR,U.S.HOUSING
AWHORIW'I.....Q.I...0.'..l."...l...’ll.“.l.."mmmcm HA%EY

ACT II

SCINE 4 - GOVERNMENT HOUSING

CLERK OF THE SENATE.ecvsovsrecorssonssosssavsssesss TOM HARRIS
SENATOR WILLIAM E.BORAE OF IDAHOsseeseceesssesesess EUGENE MacGREGOR
VICE~-PRESIDENT JOHN N,GARNER. eeseeocscsssoscscseess JAMES F.XKELLY
SENATOR ROBERT F.WAGNER OF NEW YORKeeesesoeosesssssZD, BRANDON
SENATOR C.0.ANDREWS OF FLORIDAssseovcocsssoossseees EDWIN WHITNER
SENATOR EARRY F.BYRD OF VIRGINIA«esescoesosscsveees JAMES J.COYLE
SENATOR MILLARD E.TYDINGS OF MARYLAND..vvevseessessGEORGE A.RYAN

SCENE 5 ~ LOOKING FORWARD

HELEN ALFRED, DIRECTOR NATIONAL PUBLIC

HOUSING CONFERENCE..ssseeevesssneessssnsssssssses JORIS FRANCIS
HON. FIORELIO H., LAGUARDIA, MAYOR,NEW YORK CITY....LEOPOLD BADIA
LANDOWNER. ¢ sessscedoncansnasssasssoesosoassssssssss ROBERT NOACK
LANDLORD: ¢ sveacossosasnssassessasssasncssasesss o ALEXANDER POLAK
MRS. BUTTONKOOPER: ¢t seessoassssaossensnssscssssssse EDITH GROOME

. TENANTS, MEN AND WOMEN IN SEARCH OF HOMES, ETC.

CLARENCE M.KANE, DAVID RESNIKOFF, RICHARD HUETT, AURELIO TOBIAS,

JAMES WILLIAMS, JEAN THOMAS, NANCY SKIIMORE, ANNE VOORHEES, MAVIS
WALSH, LOIS GRAY, GEORGE COLAN, WILLIAM LaVAR, PAUL JACCHIA, PAT

McCULLAGH, MAY DeLOURIER, MARION DAY, CATHERINE HUTH, ALMA McKEE,
MATHILDE BARING, MAY RITCHIE, DOROTHY GAMMON, JOAN DANTON, JANET

McGUINESS, VLADIMIR PFRLOFF, KATHERINE BERGER.

ORCHESTRA CONDUCTOR --- FRED HOFF

STAFF OF THE LIVING NEWSPAPZR

MANAGER FOR THE LIVING NEWSPAPER.e+evsveccascscsesss IRVING MENDELL
MANAGING EDITORssvssensessansovsnsesssnsosesosesss ARTHUR ARENT
RESH&RCH SUPER-VISORQ'Qo.ooooon -ano..aa--.-oo-ooo-utRICHA-RD JQMCMANUS
LIBRARIAN . ¢ e esoerensennasescnsasesnoacsanvasessees STEPHEN MADIGAN
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" eeone third of a nationees”

SCENE TITLES

act 1
SCENE 1 ~ Firel ]
SCENE 2 - Investigation
SCENE 3 - Lend
A «« Trinity Church
B -~ The City Grows
SCENE 4 - Looking Backward
A ~- Vhy they ceme (an Irish family)
B -~ What they saw (Steve and Joe)
C -- Vhat they got (cholera)
SCENE 5 = Appoint a Committee
SCENE 6 =- Renting
o 11

SCENE 1 + = The Law
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SCENE 3 = What Price Housing?
SCENE 4 -~ Government Housingv

SCENE § - Looking Forward




" o.sone~third of a nation..."

Loudspeaker

A little girl

Two small boys

Two girls

Another girl

Her mother

Her father

Man

Occupants of the tenement
Crowd of onlookers and passersby
Policeman

Fireman

Jewish man (Mr. Rosen)

Man (on fire escape)




OVERTURE
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SCENE I -~ FIRE!

Curtain rises on a slum tenement which appears as

a crose section of a number of tenements, On stage
right, the ground floor of a tenement building repre-
sents the entrance to a cellar. Above this is cubicle
stage right -~ a room completely exposed, the upstage
walls carrying up to flies; the walls, poseibly from

a house that has.been demolished and is left standing,
showing the plaster lines made by the former floors

and stairways., Upstage and continuing from right to
left 1s a cross section of a main tenement showing
center - two exposed roome, one over the other, snd &
narrow stairway to the left leading from the street up
to the interior of the house. Continuing upward is the
landing of the third floor and e connecting stairway to
the fourth floor. The fourth floor shows a hallyey with '

© three closed doors - up, There is a balustrade down a-

cross the entire hallmey. One center rung of the balus-
trade is out, leeving a wide gap, To the left of this
structure stands sanother small section of a tenement

‘with a fire escape about 24 feet above and one window as

an egress to the fire escepe, From the railing of the
fire escepe hangs a vertical ladder, each side of which
is attached to the railing by a hook. On left of this
is an alley leading up to the street with » view of the
neighboring tenement houses, warehouse in need of repsir,
whole buildinge in poor condition, and in the far dis-

‘tance a gas-tank, At entrance to slley is indic-ted pas—

sage to basement of smell tenement, Opposite this, in
2lley stande a rubbish hesp. '

A ship ladder stairway leamds from the street to cubicle
strge right and » connecting stairway from this cubicle
into the mein tenement, Againet well of cubicle stags
right is a stationary cot, on top of which is & mattress,
Half way down stege in front of building and running a-
cross from right to left is a 3 step.

The apron has been built out and joines the stage by »
step extending right to left, ' At esch end of the apron
a 2 step, down right and down left,

Steps lead from pit on to stage left. The action of
the play alternates between the scenes in the tenement
structure and those played ia frant of blacks., The
blacks are flown upstage directly behind the 3 step.
The scene develops as follows:
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As the curtain rises —- a SMALL GIRL is seen get-

ting water from the cellar faucet stage right, She
then picks up her pail and starts to go up ship
ladder stairway. As she reaches the middle of the
stairway TWO SMALL BOYS, who have been shooting crap
on the bottom step of the stairway to the second floor
call her snd wave., She waves back and continues on
her way up to the top floor, Her walk is slow and in-
dicetes that the pail is heavy and that it is a long
climb, At the esame time in the lower center cubicle
TWO GIRLS are lounging. A small victrols is playing
a dance record of the period (1924), They are pre-
paring to retire and are sitting at ease previous to
going to bed, In the cubicle above is seen a YOUNG
GIRL dozing on a chair, her MOTHER, in house dress,
preparing a lunch pail for the girl's FATHRR who is
ready to go to work on his night shift, As the GIRL
WITH THE PAIL reaches the third floor, the VOICE OF
THE LIVING NEWSPAPER is heard over the microphone.

LOUDSPEAKER
Pebruary 1924 -~ This might be 397 Madison Street, New York.,* It might
be 245 Halsey Street, Brooklyn,** or Jackson Avenue and 10th Street,
Long Island City, %+

Wisps of smoke eppear coming from the third floor,

the basement left, and the cellar right, The BOYS
sniff, look sbout, and go back to shooting crap.

A moment later dense puffs of smoke appear from cel-
lar right and besoment left, A MAN, coughing, comes
up from the cellar right, He goes to get water at

the faucet and the BOYS run over to guestion him,

They all reslize that the building is on fire and

nne of the boys excitedly starts to run up the stairs,
The SMALL ONE, having remained downstaire, yells up

to him, "Hey, where are you going?" The FIRST BOY,
unheeding, continues on his way up the stairs to warn
the occupsants on the upver floors, The OTHER BOY
starts to follow him up. As the FIRST BOY reaches

the third floor, PEOPLE in various modes of attire
and dishabille emerge from the various apartments and
nearby tenements, The screech of fire sirens and the
clang of bells are hesrd, From this point on the ex-
citement mounts, PEOPLE on the third and fourth floors
and in the various cubicles start running, taking with
them any personal belongings that they are adle to lay
hands on, knocking on doors, waking up people in the
other apartments.

* New York Times - Feb, 19, 192k,
% New York Times - Feb, 21, 1924,
“#* New York Times ~ Feb, 24, 1924,
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A CROWD OF ONLOOKERS and PASSERSBY start to gather
on stage, In the crowd is a POLICEMAN who bangs

his club on the ground and blows his whistle, A
FIREMAN sppears with a sgearchlight playing his

light all over the structure, A Jewish man (MR,
ROSEN)* enters right, agitatedly pointing to the
building and begging the POLICEMAN to let him go
-up. The POLICEMAN refuses and holds him back with
much difficulty. During the above a MAN comes out
of window and appears on the fire escape in tenement
left, 2l feet above stage., The CROWD sees him., He
puts his foot over the railing of the fire escape.
Ae his foot touches the ladder one hook gives way
and it starts ewinging crazily, shutting off his
means of escape. He tries to clamber back in through
the window but a cloud of smoke and flame blasts out,
hitting him in the face., He is trapned on the fire
escape, As the CROWD sees this, a cry of "look" is
heard, over the scresming of sirens and clanging of
bells, They rush to a spot directly undernesth the
fire escape., As they reach this spot they voint to
the MAN above who has been cowering on the fire
escape, They freeze as

BLACKOUT,

(Blacks in)

*Fictionsl character
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ACT I

SCENE TWO - INVESTIGATION

Loudspesker
Man (Mr. Rosen)
Commissioner
Three inspectors
(FPire Department
EBuilding Department
EOld Building Bureau, Tenement House Department
Mr, Schultz - landlordl

Man - ¢car owner

Automobile salesman




l=2~-1

SCENE TWO - INVESTIGATION

_ LOUDSPEAKER

Thirteen persons lost their lives in that fire on Madison Street---four
men, two women and seven children. Another man was killed in an unsuc-
cessful attempt to make his way down a fise escape ladder into the yard.
When the fire department arrived the building was in flames. Only a
few of those inside could be reached...* What started this fire? Why
did it spread so quickly? Why was the death toll so high?

(Lights up. Scene takes place in front of
blacks. A man, MR. ROSEN seated down right.
He 1s the one who tried to get back into the
burning building. He is dazed and a little
cowed, seemingly absorbed in something inside
himself, puzzling it out.

Upstage, center on 3 step, are seated in a row
the INSPECTCRS of the Fire Department, Building
Jepariment and the 0ld Building Bureau of the
Tenement House Department.

Downstage, left center consplcuously empty, a
chair...)

(All attention is focused on ROSEN, right, and ..
the COMMISSIONER, who stands downstage center
interrogating him)

COMMI SSIONER

( sympathetically but a little worn, as though

this has been going on for some time and he

has almost despaired of getting an answer)
«es.and now, Mr. Rosen,** won't you tell us what happened when you came
home?

(no answer., ROSEN just stares ahead, still

absorbed, still trying to puzzle it out)
I realize how difficult this is, but we're trying to get at what caused
this fire, and you've got to help us. That's how we can prevent more
fires, by finding out about these things and correcting them.
(no answer)
(almost pleadingly)
Mrt Roseno.o. '

ROSEN /
(turne his head, regards COMMISSIONER then
slowly)
They no let me into the house.
(He stares out again)

COMMISSIONER .
(gratefully)
Thank you. And then, what happened?

* N.Y. Times, February 19, 1924..
% Fictional charactepr,

N
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ROSEN :
My wife burn up. In bed. My two children burn up, in bed
(He faces COMMISSIONER)
Songl Mine! Twol

‘ COMMISSIONER
(eagerly)
And then?
ROSEN
And then...They no let me into the housse.
(relapses into his brooding)

_ COMMISSIONER
(giving it up as a bad job)
That!s all., Thank you.
(regards ROSEN for a moment ~ then turns
quickly and sharply to PIRE INSPECTOR)
Are you the Fire Inspector?

FIRE INSPECTOR
Yes, sir.

COMMISSIONER
What do you know about this?

FIRE INSPECTOR
The flames started in the cellar.*

COMMI SSIONER
How?

; FIRE INSPECTOR
Probably in a plle of rubbish. We're not sure.

COMMI SSIONER
What ignited the rubbigh?

: FIRE INSPECTOR
Cigarette, maybe., We don't know that, either.

COMMI SSIONER
What happened then? ’

FIRE INSPECTOR
The halls went up and the stairways, That's why they couldn't get out.
Then the walls caved in., You couldn't stop it because the wainscoting
was made of wood. That carried the flames right up like somebody ran
along it with a torch.**

COMMI SSIONER
Is wooden wainscoting a violation?

* Digest of Report of N.Y. Board of Fire Underwriters on Feb.19,1924
Tenement Fire at 397 Madison St., N.Y. - Municipal Reference Library,
New York, N.Y.

** Digest of Report New York Times, February 19, 1924.
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| FIRE INSPECTOR ‘
(looking at COMMISSIONER then nodding his
head in direction of BUILDING DEPARTMENT
INSPECTOR) ' ,
Well, er.....maybe you'd better ask the Building Department about that.

COMMISSIONER
(crosses to BUILDING DEPARTMENT INSPECTOR)
Are you the Inspector of the Building Department?

BUILDING DEPARTMENT INSPECTOR
Yes, sir.

COMMISSIONZR
When was this house built?

BUILDING DEPARTMENT INSPECTOR
1884, 1It's an old law tenement.*

COMMI SSIONER
What are the old law tenements?

BUILDING INSPECTOR
Well, most of the brownstones, wooden frame houses, tenements and every
building that was put up before the law of 1901,**

BUILDING DEPARTMENT INSPECTOR
‘It said that any building erected after that date had to have certain
improvements like a separate water closet for each apartment, adequate
fire escapes.***

COMMI SSIONER
And thnse already built and still in use?

BUILDING DEPARTMENT INSPECTOR
They had to conform to the new law in certain respects.

COMMI SSIONER
What respects?

BUILDING DEPARTMENT INSPECTOR
They had to have fire escapes.****

COMMI SSIONER
How about wooden wainscoting?***** 1g that a violation?
* Report of New York State Board of Housing, Legislative Document
(1932) #84 - p.1ll -
A Report of N.Y. State Board of Housing. Legislative Document (1932)

* Ivid, P.15

*%%% - N.Y. Times, February 19, 1924, A '

wakk*  New York City Tenement House Commission - interview by Living
News staff with Inspectinn Department ~ Ed.
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BUILDING DEPARTMENT INSPECTOR
In a new house, yes,

_ COMMI SSIONER
In an old law tenement?

BUILDING DEPARTMENT INSPACTOR
Nol '

COMMI SSIONER
Have you recently inspected the premises at 397 Madison Street?

BUILDING DEPARTMENT INSPECTOR
Well, er, that comes under the duties of the Tenement House Department.

COMMI SSIONZR
(crosses to TENEMENT HOUSE INSPECTOR)
_ Are you the Tenement House Inspector?

. TENEMENT HOUSE INSPECTOR
Yes, sir.

COMMISSIONER
Did you re-examine the premises at 397 Madison Street?

TENEMENT HEQOUSE INSPECTOR
Yes, sir. About six months ago.*

COMMISSIONER
What did you find?

TENEMENT HOUSE INSPECTOR
An adequate number of fire escapes with vertical ladders as required
by law,**

COMMISSIONER
Is the collection of rubbish in the cellar a violationt

TENEMENT HOUSE INSPECTOR
It is. .

COMMISSIONZR
Did you find any there?

TENEMENT HOUSE INSPECTOR
No.

COMMISSIONER
But you haven't been there in six months., Why?

TENEMENT HOUSE INSPECTOR
Because we haven'!'t received any complaint.

* New York Times, February 19, 1924.
*% Thid,
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COMMI SSIONER
You mean a house is never inspected unless a complaint has been
recelved? *

TENEMENT HOUSE INSPECTOR
Exactly. ‘

COMMI SSIONER

(sharply)
But you did receive one six months ago? **

TENEMENT HOUSE INSPECTOR
Yes, sir.

COMMISSIONER
(eager to discover a violation)
What was it for?

TENEMENT HOUSE INSPECTOR

Roaches.

COMMI SSIONER
Roaches?

TENEMENT HOUSE INSPECTOR
Roaches.

COMMI SSIONER
Why must you wait for complaints before an inspection is made? Why
don't you have periodic inspections?

TENTMENT HOUSE INSPECTOR
(distinctly enumerating statistics)
We have 224 inspectors to cover 105,000 tenements *** and apartment
houses. It would take our entire staff three years to visit each one
of these houses once, **¥*

COMMI SSIONER
I see...Just one more thing, Mr. Inspector, in the light of your years
of experience in the Department, would you consider this building a
- firetrap?

TENEMENT HOUSE INSPECTOR
If that building is a firetrap, then so is every old law tenement in
New York City***¥*--and there are €7,000 of them]**¥»*

COMMI SSIONEZR
That's all gentlemen. Thank you. My report will state that a fire of
undetermined origin broke out in the basement of the house at 397 Madi~
son Street...According to your testimony there were no violations

* New Yopk City Tenement House Department.

** New Yoxk Times,February 19,1924. '

**# Langdon Post, N.Y.City Tenement House Commissioner

L2 L2 ] I‘btd‘

wxkxw N Y.Times, February 19,1924,

swksx% Deport of the N.Y. State Board of Housing Legislative Document
(1932) 484,
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COMMISSIONER (Cont*d..)
and all the laws were scrupulously---—-
(They all rise and prepare to leave)

LOUDSPEAKER
‘ (breaking in) ,
Just a moment, Mr. Commissioner. Has everybody testified?

COMMI SSIONER
oy, yeSe..a

LOUDSPEAKER
How about that empty chair? Don't you think there ought to be some-
body in 1¢7 :
( COMMISSIONER shakes head in bewilderment)
Well, you want to get at the bottom of this thing, don't you?

COMMISSIONER
Certainly.

LOUDSPEAKER
And you want to prevent more fires, by finding out about these things
and correcting them, don't you?

COMMISSIONER

That's what I'm here for.
, LOUDSPEAKER
(with finality)

Then let's call the landlord!

COMMISSIONER
Oh, no, I can't do that!

LOUDSPEAKER
Why not?

COMMI SSIONER

The law doesn't allow me to. Only in a clear case of violations are we
permitted to call in the landlord.* And you heard what they

(nodding to INSPECTORS)
said: There were no violations,

LOUDSPEAKER
Well, that settles it., Of course we can't break the law.
(There is a pause, then, insidiously)
But wouldn't you like to know what he's got to say, anyhow....Jjust, sort
of, off the record?

COMMISSIONER
I certainly wouldl

* New York State Statute ®enement House Act 1909 Section 143,
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‘ LOUDSPEAKER
Fine. 1I'll call him!
(calling)
Mr. Schultzl* Mr. Schultzl
(ps SCHULTZ appears left)
© Would you mind testifying about your house on Madison Street?

SCHULTZ
(a bit suspicious)
No, I wouldn't mind, Where do I go?

LOUDSPEAKZR

Right over there, center stage,

(as SCHULTZ comes to chair down left)
Mr. Commissioner, this is Carl Schultz,..Mr, Schultz, this is the
Commissioner,

( SCHULTZ and COMMISSIONER shake hands)
There you are. The witness is yours.

(SCHULTZ starts a bit as he spies ROSEN, then

sits on cheir. INSPECTORS sit again)

COMMI SSIONER
Now, Mr. Schultz, were there any violations in your house?
(SCHULTZ hesitates and looks up at the
LOUDSPEAKER for advice)

LOUDSPEAKER
Go on, Carl. It's all off the recordl

SCHULTZ
Well, maybe a few. But they were all small and had nothing to do with

COMMI SSIONER
Do you live in that house?
SCHULTZ
(looking up at him) )
I do not! -
COMMISSIONER
Why not?
SCHULTZ
(slowly)
Well, er, I got to live near my butcher store uptown.
COMMI SSIONER
Is that the only reason?
SCHULTZ

(slyly)
That's the only one I tell you aboutl

* Tictional Character -~ Scene creative.
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- -COMMI SSIONER
I see.....Now tell me, why did you never renovate that house...so it
would be a better place to live in, and not such a firetrap?

SCHULTZ
Well, first, I don't have any money. Second, it's not any worse than
any other tenement on the bdlock; and third, if I do have the money and
do fix it up I have to raise the rent to get my money back. The tenants
they have no money to pay and everybody moves out!l
(spreading hands to express that)

COMMI SSIONZER
Did you mske any money on your house, Mr. Schulta?

SCHULTZ
Some years yes, some years no.
( shakes head, sadly)
No, it is a bad investment.

LOUDSPEAKER
( suddenly sharp)
Do you want to sell, Mr. Schultz?

SCEULTZ
(A bargaining look comes into his eyes; he be-
comes cautious)
Sell? Well, maybel

LOUDSPEAKER

I'11 give you just what you paid for it, even though the house today
in 1924...1is practically worthless.

(SCHULTZ shgkes his head, turning it down)
When you bought that house twenty-five years ago it was almost brand
new, Teoday it's just a rubbish heap-~a slum. Come on, Mr. Schultz,
you can get rid of it without lasing a cent!

(SCHULTZ shakes his head again)
Perhaps you don't understand. Let me show you what happens when
people try to get rid of something they've used for a long tige.

(Spot picks out MAN and automobile SALESMAN,

down right)

MAN
I'd like to sell my car.

SALESMAN
What make?

MAN
Dodge.

SALESMAN
What model?

MAN

Sedan.
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SALESMAN
What condition?
- MAN
It's four years old. Cost me $2300.*
SALESMAN
I'11 give you five hundred.**
MAN

Five hundred! Why, it's only four years old.

. SALESMAN
Mister, the minute you bought that car it became second hand. Every
day you hold on to it it's worth less. Come around and see me next
year, and I'll give you three hundred.***

MAN
$5001

SALESMAN
$500! And you'd better grab it before I change my mindl

(BLACKOUT on the TWO MIN)

| LOUDSPEAKER
D'you see, Mr, Schultz, that'!'s what happens.

. SCHULTZ
(self-satisfied)
Not to me it won't,

LOUDSPEAKER
No matter what you have, furniture, clothing, a bicycle or a yacht—
the longer you hold on to it and use it-——the lower the price drops.

SCHULTZ

(leans forward) :

You know the trouble with that fellow? He didn't invest his money in
real estate.

<,

: LOUDSPEAKER
In a house, you mean?

SCHULTZ
No. My house is just like you say--rubbish heap, a slum. Ah, but the
land it's on. That's different!

* Branham's Automobile Reference Bock, 1928, p. 56.
** New York American, June 22, 1924 -~ classified advertisements
*** Tbid, June 19, 1925. ‘
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LOUDSPEAKER
Oh, the landl

SCHULTZ :
In a big city like this, land never goes down. If you hold on to it
long enough it goes up, all the timel I cannot fix up the apartments,
I cannot lower the rents, why? Because the land cost too muchl I pay
more than it's worth when I buy. I get still more when I sell., Each

time rents go up, up, upl

LOUDSPEAKER
But, Mr. Schultz, you're speculating, and if you're successful, the
standard of living of six million people* goes down. They still have
to pay more in rent and do without other things that they need.

SCHULTZ
‘ (rises, almost hysterically)
Speculating? Sure, I am! And so is every other landlord, who expects
to make anything out of his investment! I tell you, it's land, land,
LAND! That's where the money is! 4And I don't sell mine without a nice
big profit! '

(There is a pause. For the first time ROSEN
looks up. Slowly he rises and crosses to

SCHULTZ)
ROSEN
(softly)
And me? What about me?
SCHULTZ

(slowly, earnestly)
Mr. Rosen, believe me, I'm sorry for you. I'll do anything I can to
help you...But if you can only afford to pay $24 a month you'll have
to live in my house or one just like it--and you cannot blame me.

(a pause — even more slowly)
You'll have to go back into history and blame whatever it was that made
New York City real estate the soundest and most profitable speculation
on the face.of the earth,

(HOLD ~ as they regard each other, and

BLACKOUT

n

* 1935 World Almanac, p. 483, Population New York City - 1924
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ACT I
SCENE 3 - LAND

A- TRINITY CHURCH

LOUDSPEAKER
Back into history! The mad scramble for land begins! ... Who
owned it firgt? How did they get it? Who bought it? 4And above all,
who made the profit? '

(Music swells and ends in fanfare.
Scene played in front of blacks)

(Light up on CORNBURY, on 2 step down right)

CORNBURY

(reads)
On this, the twentieth of November, in the year of our Lord, 1705, I,
Edward Hyde Lord Cornbury, Third BEarl of Clarendon and Governor of
New York, do hereby grant the lands known as the King's Farm,* com~
prising sixty-three acres, bounded on the east by the Common and the
Swamp, and on the west by the Hudson River, to Trinity Church, to own
and to improve for the great glory of the Church, and for other plous
uses,**

(Lights up. MINISTER enters left crosses
to CORNBURY; receives deed)

MINISTER
Trinity church acknowledges with profound gratitude this demonstration
of Her Majesty's affection,

(CORNBURY exits. The MINISTER turns to a

line of FOUR MEN who have just entered

left and stand on apron step. He holds

the imaginary deed in his hand. Then,

crosses to FIRST MAN in line)
Yo Anthony Lispenard, Vestryman, the lease on 81 lots for eighty-three
years at a rental of $177 per year.*** -

*  Memorial History of New York," Wilson, Vol. 1, p, 82

w* MA History of the Parish of Trinity Church in New York,"
Dix, p. 139.

*#% WHigtory of the Great American Fortunes," by .

Guetavus Myers, p, 129-130.
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MINISTEZR (cont'd)
(He tears a small piece from the imaginary
document and hands it to LISPENARD, cross-
es to SECOND MAN)
To Abraham Mortier, the lease on 465 lots for ninety-nine years at a
rental of $269 per year.*
( same business)
To Robert Harrison, the lease on the land known as the King's Farms...**
: (same business. He now has none of the deeds '
remaining. He crosses to FOURTH MAN and
gpreads his arms to indicate that fact)

LOUDSPEAKER
1794....Trinity Church again petitions the City for more land. William
Rhinelander, of Temmany Hall,*** urges the presiding Alderman to grant
the petition.

(During the above the ALDERMAN and RHINE-
LANDER enter right to the accompaniment
of fanfare. They stand down right at
2 step)

ALDERMAN
The Common Council of the City of New York will continue to assist
religious institutions as in the past...
(He reads)
To Trinity Church,'in the name of the city; Water Grant covering all
the land under water between Chambers and Reade Streets from Washington
Street to the North River, ®##*

(MINISTER crosses and addresses ALDERMAN)

MINISTER
And the rental?...
ALDERMAN
«esoat an annual rental of one shilling per running foot....
‘ MINISTER
«eesto begin? ,...
ALDERMAN

eessto begin forty-two years from this date, June 10, 1794, *¥¥**

)

* "History of the Great American Fortunes!,Gustavus Myers - p.129.
o "rrinity Breek Ye My Commandments",Willis T.Gridley, p.134~5
bl "Higtory of the Great American Fortunes",Gustavus Myers, p.183.

w*¥%  Common Council Minutes, Volume 1, May 13, 1779, p. 354.
0 ol 3¢ ¢ 3k Ibid
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ALDERMAN (cont'd)
(Ee hands over the deed and exits.
RHINELANDER takes hls place beside
LISPENARD.  MINISTER turns to
RHINELANDER)

MINISTER ,
To William Rhinelander, a part of the water grant, between Chamber and
Reade Streets.....*

RHINELANDER
(interrupting him)
+e.and the rental?

' MINISTER
+eee free and clear for the first forty-two years....
RHINELANDER
vsee and thersafter? ’
'MINISTER

esesand thereafter, one shilling per running foot.**
(RHINELANDER accepts and exits right.
- MINISTER crosses back to FOURTH MAN)
To Francis Ryerson....***
(tears off part of lease and hands it
to him)

LOUDSPEAKER
Suspecting that the annual income of Trinity Church from its property
was more than the twelve thousand dollars permitted by law, the City
ordered an investigation., Aaron Burr was appointed Chairman,****

(Enter BURR left, and stands on 2 step down
left)

AARQ!T BURR \
It seems to me that the Corporation of Trinity Church is increasing
its income in a manner most incompatible with the dignity and piety
of the Church, As Chairman of the Committee of Investigation, *¥¥¥*

I ~ v

(The MINISTER stops him, urges him to
wait a moment, He then crosses back
to MORTIER, whispers to him., MORTIER
nods agreement, MINISTER tears off a
plece of his lease walks over and
proffers it to BURR)

* Report of the Comptroller to the Council, New York, Vol. 4,
p. 529, Aug. 17, 1807,
b Ibvid

*¥%  #Trinity Break Ye My Commandments", Willis T.Gridley, p.134=5
wkuk  oistory of the Great American Fortunes', Gustavus Myers, p.129,
o 2t ole v o I'bi d. ’
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‘ MINISTER
To Aaron Burr, a part of the Mortler lease, with seventy-seven
years to run...*

BURR
At the same rental?

. MINISTER
At the same rentsl.

(BURR accepts the lease)

LOUDSPEAKER
The investigation was dropped....**:

(Music ~ gesture)

BLACKOUT

* WHigtory of the Great American Fortunes", Gustavus Myers, p. 129
** Thid K




1~3B-1
B -~ THE CITY GROWS

(Enter down left the LANDOWNER. He
carries a grass mat, rolled up, under
one arm, and under the other, two
stanchions. He is dressed in a costume
that somehow suggests the period from
1775 to 1850, Spot follows him as he
crosses to center. Music)

LOUDSPEAKER
Oh, hello. Who're you?

LANDOWNER
Well, I might be a lot of people. My name might be Rhinelander, Astor,
Goelet, Wendell, or ~ er, Schulte.

LOUDSPEAKER
Schultz?

LANDOWNER
Schultz.

LOUDSPEAKER

That!s very interesting. And what do you do for a living, if I may
asgk?

"LANDOWNER
I put my money in the ground. :
: LOUDSPEAKER
You mean you bury it?
LANDOWNER
No. I invest it.
LOUDSPEAKER

Now we're getting some place! What's that thing under your arm?

LANDOWNER
That's it hadad land-l.'o
(Lights come up as he puts down the stanchions -
and begins to unroll the grass mat, laying it
on the apron step)
vseseand I own it}

LOUDSPEAKER
Looks 1like youtve got quite a lot of it there.

LANDOWNER
(still unrolling it)
Five acres. Just bought it. Cost me $200.
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. LOUDSPEAXER
Where aboute is your property, Mister?

LANDOWNER
Way uptown ~- Broadway and Canal Street.
(He picks up one of the stanchions bearing
the street markingsj this he places be-
side his grass plot, stage right.)
Thatts Broadway -- and that's Canal...
(points--Broadway up--Canal, right angle
to Broadway)
The City's down there a couple of miles.
(He places the other stanchion upstage center
from grass plot, It reads: "THIS IS MINE,
KEEP OFRI"
He stands at a distance, admiring the layout,
With a wave of his hand)
There you arsel

LOUDSPEAKER
Very pretty. And what are you going to do with it?

LANDOWNER
"I'm going to sit here on my land, and make a lot of money.

LOUDSPZAKER
How can you make any money Jjust sitting?

LANDOWNER
Watch me. _

(He sits down, gets himself comfortable,
then begins to whistle, nonchalantly.

As he sits there, under his stanchion,
the Voice of the Town Crier is heard a
long way off., It is followed immediately
by a Second Voice (not the Loudspeaker)
This is sharp, metallic, unemotional)

VOICE OF TOWN CRIER
(off)
(bell ringing)
Cornwallis defeated at Yorktown! Cornwallis defeated at
Yorktown! Eight thousand British surrender to Washingtonl*
Cornwallis defeated at Yorktownl

SECOND VOICE
(off)
New ¥Ynrk City, 1781 -~ population, 18,000 **

LANDOWHER
18,0001} Town's growing up:
(looks off, at the town. Standg up and starts
walking around the grass plot)
In a little while it's going to get kind of crowded down there and
then I'1l -~

* NBattles of the Americen Revolution",by Henry P,Carrington,p.643
**nA Century of Population and Growth"--Gov't.Printing office,
Washington, D.C.,1909.
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LANDOWNER (cont!d)

(He breaks off, then starts whistling again,
...He stands stage right, pleased with him-
self and the announcement., A MAN enters,
left, He 1s poorly dressed in clothes of
the same period. He mops his brow, looking
for a place to sit. He sees the green patch
and sinks into a small corner, some distance
away. He starts to stretch happily as)

LANDOWNER
(pointing to sign)
Bey!l Can't you read! Get off}

MAN
Can't I Jjust sit here for a minute?

LANDOWNER
(thinking it over doubtfully)
Well, maybe a minute...but that's all,

' MAN
(sits, then, looking around)
Certainly is nice to get away from all them people. City's growin!
tOO fast... .
(pats the grass apprecintively)
«ssCertainly is nice out here, real country. Say, you know whatl{ 1I'd
like to build me a house right....
(waves his finger and places it in the
center of the plot)

herel

LANDOWNER
You don't say!...Right here?

(pointing)

Got any money?

MAN
Well - er - no.

LANDOWNER
Then you can't live hers.

MAN
But you know, a man's got to have a place to live.

LANDOWNER
Well, well, well,

MAN

You can do without a lot of things, dbut you've got to have a place
to live. '

LANDOWNER
That's very interesting, Come around and tell me about it some time...
(He shoos him away)
Your minutets up now, You'll have to get off my land.
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MAN
(rising)
That's what everybody says--—Get off my land! Get off my landl
YOU CAN!T LIVE HERE!

- LANDOWNER
(crosses left a step)
And they're right,. too. If you want to have a place of your own
youl 1l have to buy it, the way I did.

MAN
But I haven't got any money. Mister, I couldn't even dbuy - this muchi
(marks off a tiny segment in one corner.
Starts off left)

, LANDOWNER
Say. .« D0 you work?

MAN
(stops and turns)
Certainly I work.

LANDOWNER
Do you get paid for working?

MAN
(getting angry)
Certainly I get paid for working.

LANDOWNER
(slowly)
How would you like to live on that patch over there in the corner?
(pointing to down left corner)

MAN
(eagerly -~ pointing to spot)
This one?

LANDOWNER
That's it, But not so much of it.
(gesture, cutting it down)

MAN
This much?
(marks off smaller piece)
LANDOWNER
No-o
| MAN
(marks off still smaller piece)
This much? '

LANDOWNER.
Well, er -«




1-3B~5

MAN
This much?
(marks off very tiny segment at extreme
corner) .
LANDOWNER

(heartily -~ as though looking it over)
That's right....Now that's a very fine lot., Plenty of air and sun-
shine, and a good view,

‘ MAN

(stands off a bit and looks it over)
Pretty far away from the stagecoach line...and it seems a bit swampy.
Must be plenty of mosquitoes around herse...

(LANDOWNER turns away but keeps an eye on

him over his shoulder., MAN pats spot

affectionately)
But it's a place to live.

LANDOWNER
Fine, You can live there for twenty yvears at fifty dollars a year.
‘ MAN
You mean you'll lease it to me?
(LANDOWNER nods)
MAN
But fifty dol -- Say, how much did this whole thing cost you?
LANDOWNER
Two hundred dollars.
MAN

In twenty years you'll be getting five times that much for just a
little piece!

(as LANDOWNER nods)
Not only that -~ but I'1ll have to give the piece back.

LANDOWNER
When I bought this place ten years ago I couldn't lease the whole
thing for fifty dollars. It was
(looking at LOUDSPEAKER)
too far outside the town....But I've been sitting on ita,

MAN
Sitting on itl Why?

LANDOWNER
(slowly, to MAN)
Because I figured that some day you'd have to have a place to lives

MAN
Well, I guess you were right.
(starts to sit on land)

LANDOWNER
Heyl Fifty dollars, please,
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LANDOWNER (cont'd)
(holds out hand for money as MAN has about
seated himself)

MAN
(rising)
All right, all right...Here'!'s your money!
(takes pouch from pocket and pours out the
silver dollars as LANDOWNER pockets them)

VOICE OF TOWN CRIER
(bell ringing)
Thomas Jefferson elected President! Thomas Jefferson of Virginia,
the third President of the United States! Jefferson elected) *

SECOND VOICE
New York City, 1800. Population reaches 79,216.%*
(LANDOWNER and MAN are seated contentedly)

LANDOWNER

Seventy-nine thousand! Not bad. Not bad at all.
(whistles happily. Rises. Enter SECOND,
THIRD, and FOURTH TENANTS right. They
look around, see plot and are about to
sit down)

Heyl
(points to sign significantly)

SECOND TENANT (MAN)
Can't I just--7

LANDOWNER
Nos

THIRD TENANT (MAN)
Do you suppose you could~-—?

LANDOWNER
Noe

FOURTH TENANT (MAN)
But the town's overcrowded!

LANDOWNER
Is it7?

SECOND TENANT (MAN)
There's no place to livel

LANDOWNER
Well, well, well,

THIRD TENANT (MAaN)
And a man's got to have a place to live.

* New York Commercial Advertiser, Feb, 17, 1801, et Supra.
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LANDOWNER
That's right. It'll cost you a hundred dollars a year.

SECOND TENANT
A hundred a yearl

(MAN beckons to FOURTH TENANT and whispers
in his ear)

FOURTH TENANT
(excitedly, to LANTDWNER)
Say, he says he's only paying you fifty!

LANDOWNER
(grinning)
Wait until next year when his lease is upl

SECOND TENANT
A hundred a year!

LANDOWNER
That's right. That's what we're all getting for property in this
select residential nelghborhood.

(as the MEN stand hesitating, TWO MEN enter,
right. They stop to look at the land. They
are interested in it., They are adbout to ap~
proach the LANDOWNER)

TEIRD TENANT
(hurriedly)
Here you are. Here's my hundred,

SECOND TENANT
( same)
One hundred dollars, yes sir.

FOURTH TENANT
(counting his while handing it over)
One hundred, yes sirl

(They all hend the money over; the two MEN
change their minds and walk. off, as)

VOICE OF TOWN CRIER .
(bell ringing)
The Canal is finished! The Erie Canal! 363 miles from Buffalo to
Albany! *

SECOND VOICE
1845! The Great Immigration begins.** New York's population reaches
696,115, %

*  ZEncyclopedia Americana, p. 485.

%% WThe Tenement House BProblem" edited by De Forest & Veiller,
Vol. 20’ P 7

*%* World Almanac, 1935, p. 483.
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(The FOUR TEINANTS are now seated on the
carpet. There is still plenty of room
for more. The first sounds of building
(off) is heard)

LANDOWNER
6968,000! Did you hear that! It won't be long now...
(From this point action speeds up. TEN MEN
and WOMEN enter right and left~-~five from
each side. One is about to sit )
Heyl
(points to sign)

FIFTH TENANT (WOMAN)
Bute~-}

LANDOWNER
-1 know, It's crowded.

SIXTH TENANT (MAN)
Butee—{

LANDOWNER
I know. You can do without a lot of things.

SEVENTH TENANT (WOMAN)
Bute=-i

LANDOWNER
But you can't do without a place to live! ... Two hundred dollars,
please.,

EIGHTH TENANT
(without any hesitation whatsoever)
Two hundred. Eere you arel
(EIGHTH TENANT starts to pay)

LANDOWNER
(looks at him in amazement, having expected
an argument; then seeing how easy it is)
Two hundred and fifty dollars is my price.

FIFTH, SIXTH, SEVENTH, EIGHTH TENANTS
Two fiftyl
(They rush up, pay him and tumble to
the carpet)

LANDOWNER
Three hundred!
(shrugs shoulders as if to say,"Take it or
leave it." THREE MORE PEOPLE pay -— LAND-
OWNER points out their spots, and they sit.

LANDOWNER crosses down and looks over his
land for mcre space to sell., By this time
the TINANTS are sitting in restricted,

cramped positions, They can hardly move,
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Their arms are pressed close to their sides.
In these positions they are all engaged in
going through some part of their daily routine.
For instance, one is shaving; another is read-
ing a newspaper; another is trying to eat; a
fourth is washing himself. Still another is
atterpting to tie his gshoe lace... Needless

to say, all these activities must be cramped
and hemmed in or the point of the scene is
~lost. They continue right through the scene
until the blackout. The remaining THREE
PROSPECTIVE TENANTS stand down stage)

LANDOWNER
(to the PROSPECTS)
Sorry, folks, that's all there is... all rented and busy as a beehive,
that'!'s what we are.

(The PROSPECTS start to exit)

LANDOWNER
(Ee calls the last man who is very fat.
. FAT MAN stays behind as others exit)
'Say -~ waif a minutel...
(His roving eye has lighted on a few blades
of green grass still visible at the far
end of the carpet. He bends down to see
it, then, with a slight push, he forces
all in the first row to topple over)
+sesThere you are, sir, the last parcel! Almost missed it, I did.
(s FAT MAN bends down to look at it)
It 1s o 1ittle small, but right in the heart of the business section.
The lucky man who rents this won't have to walk far to work... It'1l
cost you ten dollars a square foot for this.

VERY FAT MAN
I'1]1 take it.

(Ee hands over the mnney, kneels down, looks
at it. He backs away to get a running start,
then runs and jumps on to his spot. He bumps
the TENANTS who are annoyed. Then, Music)

Home! Sweet Home!

LANDOWNTIR
Thank you folks. Thank you very much indeed.

(TENANTS on carpet continue their activities.
LANDOWNER crosses down, center)

LANDOWNER
(to LOUDSPEAKER, Jjingling money in pocket)
Yot bad, eh? .

LOUDSPEAKER
How much is your property worth now, Mister?

LANDOWNER
Oh, about forty thousand dollars.
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LOUDSPEAKER
That!s a lot of moneyl! To what do you atiribute your success?

LANDOWNER
Well, I had faith in the development and growth of the city.

LOUDSPEAKER
I see. Tell me, Mister: who developed it? Who made it grow?

: ' LANDOWNER
The people. XEverybody. Me, too.

LOUDSPEAKER
No, not you. You Jjust sat. Remember?...That city was developed
through the industry of 696,000 people. ‘
( suddenly) ’
Look at them! They built the city! What did you do?

’ . LANDOWNER

(slowly)

I remembered that they had to have a place to live in while they were
building it....And don't forget, I didn't break any lawsl ZEverything
was honest and above boardl All the smartest people of my generation
were doing it! '

LOUDSPEAKER
For instance?

v LANDOWNER
For instance, Robert Goelet!

(fanfare. Spot on GOELET, on 3 step left)

GOELET
Before 1850 I bought a farm running from 14th Street to 47th Street
-and Fifth Avenue.* I advised my descendants to keep on buying up-
town lots ahead of the crowd....** They did, and when my grandsons
died, their combined fortune was in the neighborhood of 140 million
dollars) w**

LANDOWNER
140 million! That makes me feel pretty smalll
(fanfare. Spot on WENDELL
" on 3 atep right)

w ‘MHistory of the Great American Fortunes"--Gustavus Myees,p.178.
*%  NMThe Golden ZTarth" -~ Arthur Pound, p.-R95.
**¥  Great American Fortunes" -- Gustavus Myers, p.180.
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WENDELL ,

My family made fifty million dollars in New York real estabe.
LANDOWNER

That!s John Wendell,
WENDELL

To make it we followed four cardinal rules: never to mortgage, never
to sell, never to repair, and never to forget that Broadway moved
uptown at the rate of ten blocks in ten years! *

LANDOWNER
And here's the Granddaddy of us all -~ John Jacob Astor!

(fanfare. Spot on ASTOR, on 3 step, center)

ASTOR
In my lifetime I invested two million dollars in Manhattan real estate.
When I died in 1848, it was worth about twenty millionl...I never
failed to foreclose when I could and I didn't believe in coddling my
tenants when they couldn't pay the rentl **

, LANDOWNER
Thank you, gentlemen.
(bows to them. Lights out on the THREE MEN.
to LOUDSPEAKER)
You see, the best people, the founders of some of our greatest
American families, '
(crosses down)
Everybody did it! That is, everybody who was smart enoughl And no-
body thought it was wrong. Nobody, do you heari

(Spot on BENNETT at 2 step down right)

BENNETT
Well, not exactly nobody.
LANDOWNER
(unenthusiastically)

Oh, hellol
(to LOUDSPEAKER)

This is James Gordon Bennett of the "Herald"....
(They bow)

He's got a lot of crazy ideas.

BENNETT
John Jacobd Astor died today. He left a will disposing of property
worth twenty million dollars among his varicus descendantsss.Now
if I had been an associate of Mr. Astor the first idea I would have
put into his head was this: at least one-half of his immense preperty--
belongs to the people of the City of New York. During the last fifty
years of this men's life, his property has been augmented and increased
in value by the aggregate intelligence, industry, enterprise and com-
merce of the citizens of New York., It 1s therefore as plain as two

* The Golden Earth" -~ Arthur Pound, p. 286-87,
** fThe Life and Ventures of the Original John Jacob Astor® -
by Elizabeth L. Gebhard, p. 246.
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BENNETT (cont'd)
and two make four, that at lemast half of his immense estate, has
‘accrued to him by the industry of the community!l*
(BENNETT exits)

LANDOWNER
Crazy as a bedbug! Everybody's out of step but Jim Bennetti
(starts off)
Well, so long!

LOUDSPEAKER
Hey, where are you going now?

LANDOWNER
Up the line a ways. Just bought a piece of property way uptown--
around Fourteenth Street,

LOUDSPEAKER
But what about those people? Look at theml

. LANDOWNER
Oh, them! They're all right! They'll be here when I come back on

rent dayl

LOUDSPEAKER
They will? Why? .
_ LANDOWNER
Because a man's got to have a place to livel

(pause)
So long!
(picks up signs and crosses off. TENANT.
remain and as music starts, they go into
their own individual occupations as~—-)

BLACKOUT

(End of Scene 3)

* UHistory of the Great American Fortunes" - Gustavus Myers, p. 148.
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ACT I

SCENE 4 - LOOKING BACKWARD
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Guide
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A~ Why they came (Irish Family)

Father
Mother
Daughter (Mary, 18)
Son (Mike, 25)

B~ What they saw (Steve and Joe)

Steve (14)
Joe (17)
C~ ¥What they got (Cholera)
Mother )
Tather ) Jewish Family
Doctor ) :
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Her Daughter )
Doctor ) Third Floor Landing
Nurse )
Doctor )
Mother ) Stage Right Cubicle
Boy )

First Orderly

Second Orderly

Man

Emaciated Man

Pirst Newspaper Reporter
Second Newspaper Reporter

Voice of Gerritt Forbes, City Inspector, New York




P-4~
ACT I

SCENE 4 ~ LOCKING BACKWARD

(The stage is dark. Music. There is a pause)

| LITTLE MAN
Heyl Glve me some lightl

(LITTLE MAN comee down the aisle of the theatre,
left: Spot follows him as he comes up stair-
way from pit to stage lefti.

Scene is played in front-of blacks.)

LOUDSPEAKER
What is 1t? '

LITTLE MAN
I1'd like some information.

LOUDSPEAKER
What about?

LITTLE MAN
Housing.

_ LOUDSPEAKZER

What are you doing up there in those clothes?

LITTLE MAN
What!'s the matter with them?

LOUDSPEAKER

The matter with them? Why, they look like 1938. The scene we just
finished was 1845,

LITTLE MAN
Oh that. Say, I'm no actor. I Jjust came from down--
(pointing to seat in orchestra)

LOUDSPEAKER
Well, what do you want?

LITTLE MAN
Information., ZXEvery time something happens that I don't understand Itm-
going to stop the show and ask questions.

LOUDSPEAKER
And who's going to answer them?

LITTLE MAN
You are.

LOUDSPEAKER

I £6€....,Now tell me, Mister, what makes you so curious about housing?
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LITTLE MAN ¥
Well, it's like this: every time there's a new housing development in
New York, in Brooklyn, Queens or New Jersey, I dash right out there,
get myself interviewed and fill out an application for an apartment.

LOUDSPEAKER
And then what happens?
+  LITTLE MAN
I wait,
LOUDSPEAKER
I see. And then?
LITTLE MAN

And then, after two or three years, I get tired of waiting and I read
about another new development,

LOUDSPEAKER
What happens then?

LITTLE MAN
I dash right out, get myself interviewed and fill out an application.
Hillside, Boulevard Gardens, Knickerbocker Village, First Houses--*
I've geen 'em all--and I'm still waiting,

LOUDSPEAKER
And that makes you curious? '

LITTLE MAN
That started it. So I went down to see the Tenement House Commissioner.
He told me the Living Newspaper was doing a show on Housing and I ought
to see 1t....50 here I am.

LOUDSPEAKER
S0 I see...Well, what!'se the first question?

LITTLE MAN .

It's this: Why didn't I ever get rooms in any of those developments?
LOUDSPEAKER

Because, without exception, they were swamped with applications long
before they opened their doors. There are 1,750,000 people living in
old~law tenements in New Yaork City today,** and if they all wanted to
get into a model housing development like, say, "First Houses" their
chances are about 3,600 to one,***

*  Opened for tenancy, Hillside, 1935; Bnulevard Gardens, 13333
Knickerbocker Village, 1934; First Houses, 1935.
New York City Housing Authority.

**  tHousing or Tlse", p.8, Langdon W. Post, New York City Housing
Authority, 1936,

**% On a basis of four persons to a family, with 120 apartments in
"Mirst Houses", the ratio is 3,600 to one.-Ed.
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LITTLE MAN
3,600 to onel...
(whistles - a pause)
Now you say, my troubles started about a hundred years ago when land
began t0 20 UPses.

LOUDSPEAKER
That's what we've been showing,
LITTLE MAN
Tell me, at that time, didn't anybody s say anything about it?
LOUDSPEAKER
Sure. Everybody sald it was a shame.
LITTLE MAN
Well, didn't they do anything?
LOUDSPEAKER
Those were the good old days when nobody did anything about anything.
LITTLE MAN
They just let it ridec.cee?
LOUDSPEAKER
They Jjust let it ride.
LITTLE MAN

(starts to cross right, then stops)
0.K. Yow, let's see some of the houses these people
(turns toward LOUDSPEAKZR at right)
lived 'in. And for the love of Mike, let's see some people~--not land-

lords, peoplel

1
'

LOUDSPEAKER
All right, where do you want to go?

LITTLE MAN
Well, let's see, What year are we in now?

LOUDSPEAKER
Any one you like.,

LITTLE MAN

(thinking)
Un~m~-~let's make it 1850. How, I'd like to take a walk around the town
and get acquainted., Got a map?

LOUDSPEAKER
Sure. oo
(to PROJECTIONIST)
Hey, Dave, let's have a look at New York about 1850,

(Screen comes down directly in front of blackss
projection of map¥ LITTLE MAN starts to cross
up to scresn - looks it over then starts to
cross down center, nods approvingly to LOUD~
SPEAKER but seems a bit puzzled because he

* Map of New York in 1850, from files of Beseler Lantern slide Co.,
- 131 E. 23rd St., New York.
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LOUDSPEAKER (cont!'d)
does not recognize the neighborhnod)

LITTLE MAN
Don't you think I need a guide? I might get lost.

LOUDSPEAKZER
Anything you say. - -
(spot on a MAN sprawled out, asleep on 2 step
down left. He is dressed in period of 1850)
There you are, ‘

LITTLE MAN
He's asleep.
LOUDSPEAKER
Walke him up.
LITTLE MAN
{doubtfully)
Sure?

(ecrosses gingerly, stops, then swings around)
Say, Jjust in case we both get lost -~ where am I now?

LOUDSPEAKER
You are standing beside a brook on what is now the Hotel Astor.*
(projection on screen)
LITTLE MAN
You dontt say...
(to himself)
That means when I coms back here, I walk down to Forty-second, take
the 7th Avenue Subway home ande=-

LOUDSPEAKER
~=—and add eighty-eight years on the way.
(as LITTLE MAN crosses back to wake GUIDE)
And you'd btetter watch out for Indians!

LITILE MAN
Indians?

LOUDSPEAKER
You never can tell,

LITTLE MAN

Oh wellww~-
{crosses to 2 step down left quickly,
shakes GUIDE)
Hey, wake upl

GUIIE
(stretching and rubbing his eyes)
Euh?

* Hall of Records, New York, N.Y.
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LITTLE MAN
I'd like to have a look at the town, How atout it?
(as GUIDE stares at him)
You live here, don't you?

GUIDE

(shaking his head) , ,
Not me, Too noisy...It's all right for a visit, mayde, but I couldn't
live here...

(He gets up)
I know the town pretty well, though, 1'll take you. We'll just go
down Brosdway. Come on!

(They stert striding in place in

front of screen to indicete walking

‘ through the neighborhood projected,

Music, Projection chsnges,)

That!e the Leeds Farm,*

LITTLE MAN
Leeds Farm?

LOUDSPEAKER
Thirty-fourth Street and Broadway to you.

Vel

(THEY stride sgein and projection chenges)

GUIDE

That's the Madison Farm,** best cows in the whole county.
LITTLE MAN

Madison, eh?
LOUDSPEAKER

(softly)
Twenty-third end Broadwsay - where the Flatiron Building is.

(They stride sgein; projection changes)

GUIDE

That's a quiet little spot called Union Place,***
LITTLE MAN

Union Place?
LOUDSPEAKER

Union Square!

(They stride again; projection changes)

®Hall of Records, New York, N.Y,
#* Valentine's Manusl, 1862,
*#xStokes, Iconogravhy A9 - Vol.3, p. 136,
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: GUIDE
Now we're really in the city. This is the New Bowery; number 40,
It's a converted stable ~~ about thirty people live there now., *

LITTLE MAN
Did they make much of an alteration?

_ GUIDE

Sure - whitewashed the whole place,
(grabs LITTLE MAN)

Look out! That bugey almost ran you down., Traffic's certainly

terrible here. They don't give a hoot about the pedestrians.
(They stride again; projection changes)

That!s Bleecker Street. Pretty smart neighborhood.....0Only the swells

~ 1live here, ** . '

 (LITTLE MAN backs up downstage to look
at projection)

LITTLE MAN
You'd never think it to look at it now.

GUIDE
Euh?

LITTLE MAN

Skip it.. I was Jjust talking to myself......letfs have a look at a
tenement, .

GUIDE
All right. We'll turn east into Cherry Street.***
(They stride agaln...projection changes,
they stop)
This is Gotham Court - at 36-38 Cherry Street.

(projection of Gotham Court - front view)

LOUDSPEAKER

Gotham Court: thirty-five feet front, 240 feet deep. Five stories
high,**** twenty-four apartments to a floor. The windows open on an
alley eight feet wide®**** w~ Want to hear some more?

(LITTLE MAN nods; projection changes to

view of court (Gotham Court)**wh**
The Chairman of the Council of Hygiene and Public Health of the
Citizens' Association of New York will now read his reporti.

(spot picks out MAN on 2 step down right)

* "New York And Its Institutions = 1609-1872.%" J.S.Richmond, p.488.

** Home of Abraham Van Nest, Bleecker Street - between Charles and
Perry, New York, N.Y.-~Valentine's Manual - 1854, p. 528.

*¥% Picture from "Slums and Housing!, James Ford, Vol.l, p.143.

w#w* flenement House Problem",~-edited by De Forest & Veiller,p.78.,

#*auxnslums and Housing"-~James Ford, Vol.l, p. 143. ”

L2 2 L 1] Ibid
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CITIZEN

(reading)
Gotham Court, housing 126 families, is entered at the sides from alleys
eight feet wide and, by reason of the vicinity 6f snother tenement of
equal height, the rooms are so dark that on a cloudy day it is impos-
sible to read or sew without artificial light. It has not one room
which can in any way be thoroughly ventilateds The vaults and sewers
which are to carry off the filth of the one hundred and twenty-six
families have giated openings in the alleys through which the noisome
and deadly odors poison the dank air of the house and the courts. The
water closets for the whole vast establishment are & range of under-
ground stalls without doors, accessible not only from the building,
but even from the street.* We have foundieesses

(Projection off{ screen away)

LITTLE MAN
(unable to stand anymore)
That's enoughl

(BLACKOUT on CITIZEN. GUIDE exits)
LITTLE MAN

(turns toward LOUDSPEAKER)
What happened after he handed in that report?

LOUDSPEAKER

Everybody said it was a shame and something ought to be done about it.
. LITTLE MAN

Did they do anything?

LOUDSPRAKER
No, **

LITTLE MAN
¥hat about the people who live here?

LOUDSPEAKER
Vhy don't you go in and have a look?

LITTLE MAN
Me?

LOUDSPEAKER
Certainly.

LITTLE MAN

0. K. but if anything happens you can trace me through my social
security number,
(pats his wallet. Crosses and sits on 2 step
down left. Blacks away. Music)

BLACKOUT

¥ Report of Council of Hygiene and Public Health of the Citizens'
Association....1864 - New York City Municipal Library.
~¥* tSlums and Housing", James Ford, Vol.l, p. 138,
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SCENE A - WHY THEY CAME (IRISH FAMILY)

(Upper center cubicle lights up~~-FATHER, MOTHER,
MARY (18).

The FATHER is seated at the table, reading

his paper. Some distance away, MARY is strug-
gling with a skirt over her head. The MOTHER
passes around the table silently, laying out
the dishes for dinner)

(There is a pPauseesss)

ﬂ MARY
(finally getting her skirt down and adjust=-
’ ing it) '
All right, Pa. You can put your paper down now,
(He does)
What!'s in it, anyhow?
FATHER

I don't knows I wasn't reading it,

MOTHER
(without looking up)
Paper cost a cent.

FATHER
I know, Ma. I'll read it later.
(to DAUGHTER)
Where you going?

(MIKE enters - stands left of door)

MARY
Back to the store., Have to work tonight.
(sniffs)
Whatts that smell?
MOTHER

(as FATHER picks up paper again)
Toilet. Drain's all stopped up. '

MARY
Well, why doesn't somebody go down and fix 'em?

MOTHER
Your father fixed it twice today.

MARY
What!s the matter with the landlord? What do we pay rent for?

MOTHER
Ask your father.




1-44-2

FATHER
(as they all turn to him, puts down his paper)
Let's eat,

MARY
(putting on her coat)
I can't, I'1l be late.
(starts toward door)

FATHER

Watch out for.that broken step on the way down.....
MOTHER

And come Straight homesses. -
FATHER

0f course she will, She always does.
(He begins to eat, reading his paper. MARY
has just reached the door when MIKE bars
the way)

: MIKE
(easily, in a low voice)
What you goin' to do in the store tonight?

MARY
Work.,
MIKE
Didn't know it was open -~ tonight.
. MARY
Well it is.
MIKE

You wouldn't be foolin' your big brother, now, would you?
(as she just looks at him -~ a bit louder)
I sald, you wouldn't be fool =-=

‘ MARY
(fearfully)
Sssshi
(she looks at FATHER to see if he has heard)

FATHER
(to MOTHER, without looking up from paper)
I see where Frank Conolly died yegterday.....

MIKE
(grabbing her by the wrist)
Would you?

MARY
Honest, Mike, I got to get back. I got tol




1-44~3

_ FATEER »
That makes the third funeral in that house this week...

MOTHZER
(covertly watching MARY and MIKE)
What did he die of?

FATHER
Paper doesen't say...

MARY
* (in a whisper, struggling to free her arm)
I got to work, Mike, I swear. I ain't lyin' to you! You belleve me,
dont't you, Mike? ‘

MOTHER
o (etill watching them)
That's funny....

FATHER
It Just says he died....

MARY
Don't you?

MIKE

Been seein! anything of that boy next door lately?

MARY
No, Mike. I haven't seen him., Honest I haven't.

MIKE
[giving her arm a twist)
Have you?

MARY
: (afrald to cry out)
No. Mike! MIKE!}

FATHER
(looking up from paper)
I thought you were in a hurry.

MARY
(crosses to FATHER)
I am, Good~bye, Pop...
(kisses him-- looks-et’ MOTHER-~ then exits)

MOTHER
(sits at table as MIKE crosses up and
puts hat on)
Where are you going, son?

MIKE
I'1l Just make sure she gets there. ‘
(Exits. Pause as MARY and MIKE go down the
narrow stairway left gnd off) '
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FATHER
1 know what's in your mind, Kate... but you're all wrong; Mary's a
good girl, Wish they were all like her.

MOTHER
Don't take cream long to get sour in this neighborhood.
(a pause)
Tom, we've got to move,
FATHER

But I've told you so many times....

. MOTHER

I don't care. We've got to move.
(rising)

How long can four grown-up. people live in one room? How long, Tom?

; FATHER
But we've no place to go. I've spent the last four Sundays walking
up and down Cherry Street, Oliver, Catherine, Madison! * There isn't
a flat to let in any of them. And even if there were, they'd be no
better than this for what we can afford to payl -

MOTHER
(softly)
Tom, is this what we left Ireland for? Is this what we gave up a
cottage and green grass and the good hot sun for? ‘

FATHER
There!'s no famine here, Kate. Plenty of potatoes and bread and meat,
if you can afford to pay for 'em. And I've been working steady a
whole year....a whole year. :

MOTHER
Sure, but where does it all go? To the landlord, to the butcher!
Mary was right...What do we pay rent for, anyhow?

FATHER
Because we've got to have a place to live-—-

MOTHER

Does it have to be here?

(no angwer)
Does it have to be here where your own daughter's got to take her
clothes off in front of your eyes, in a place that smells so you can't
even eatl

(suddenly pointing)
Lookl Roachesl

' (as FATHER rises and stamps on them)

I scrub and I clean and nothing happens. Just filth and vermin and
garbage, and, and +.... I tell you, I can't stand itl

(she falls back onto the chair, weeping)

BLACKOUT

* Historien, Immigrants' Industrial Savings Benk, New York, N.Y.
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ACT I

SCENE 4B ~ WHAT THEY SAW (STEVE and JOX)

(Light comes up on cubicle stage right.
STEVE (14) and JOE (17). JOE is at a
mirror fixing his tie. STEVE stares out
as though looking through a window)

JOE
Hey, kid, where's Pop?

STEVE

(staring out) :

Out,

JOE
I know he's out! Where is he?

~ STEVE

Loonking for a Job.

JOE
Is he still sore at me?

STEVE
Yeah.,

JOE
What'd he say?

STEVE
He sald if he sees you around here, he'll throw you out.

JOE
What else?

STEVE
He said I should keep away from you.

JOE
Oh, he did?

STEVE

He sald you're no damn good and if he thought I'd turn out like you
he!'d crack my skull,

. JOR
Well, he don't have to worry, 1I'm clearing outta' here,

STEVE
Where'll you go, Joe?
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: JOE
Never mind,
STEVE
But where will you go, Joe?
JOE

(putting on coat)
Nonna your business. You're too young.

STEVE
Joe, can I go with you?

JOE
Nol

STEVE
Aw, Joe.

JOE
Yol

: (sniffs)
That toilet stinks. Go on down and fix it.

' STEVE
(still staring out)
Guy across the hall fixed 1it.

: JOE
Well, it's busted again. Go onl

STEVE
Wait a minute, will you, Joe,
(suddenly, leaning forward, in a hushed
voice)
She!'s Just come in sgain.

JOB
Who?

STEVE
You know,

JOE

(looks out window, then goes back to mirror)
What do you know about it¢? ' '

STEVE
I'm not so dumbd,

JOE
Get away from that window)

(Enter MARY, left. Stands at entrance
to slley)

STEVE
(staring, fascinated)
There!s a fellow with her I never seen before,
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JOE
Get away from that window!

STEVE

(excited)

Look, Joe, she's ——-

JOE
Get away from that window!

STEVE

(swings around, his voice shrill, defiant)
I wontt! You're only my brother and you can't make mel

JOE
(starting for him)
I can't, eh?

. ‘ STEVE ,
If you touch me, I'11l tell Pop, that's what I'1l dol

JOE
(coming closer)
What!ll you tell him?
: ‘ (no answer)
What!'ll you tell him?

STEVE
This ain't the first time I looked out of that window.
JOE
What!s that?
STEVE

I sald 1t's not the first time I looked out of that window.
| JOE
What else will you tell him?
(STEVE looks away, not answering. JOE grabs him)

STEVE

You'll see~-——

JOE
What else will you tell him?

STEVE
I'11 tell him who selse I sawi

: JOE

Who else did you see?

STEVE

You know who else I saw! You knoww-

JOE
Who?
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Youl S '
{2 panen. JOE stands rooted)
- JOE
Why, you = ‘

(Ee punches him in the face. STEVE sinks
to the floor. JOE tnkes a final, fleet-
ing look toward STEVE and exits.... We
follow him as he comes down the steps,
whistling happlly. He crosses stage.
MARY steps out of the shadow of alley
and greets him)

MARY

(putting her hand on his arm)

Joe,
. JOE
(without enthusiasm)
Hello, Mary.
MARY
Glad to see me, Joe?
JOE
(doubtfully)
Sure.
. MARY
I had a hard time getting away tonight.
JOE
Yeah? .
" MARY
Mike knows about us, Joe, and I think Mom does.
JOE
(defiantly)
What if they do?
MARY
(interrupting)

I don't care about them, Kiss me, Joe.
(He does, then - putting her arm through
his both cross downstage)

Where're we going tonight?

JOE
No place. I'm leavin'!' here -~ for good.

MARY
( shocked)
Leaving?
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‘ JOE ‘
That!s right. Leavin'. I'm sick of this place and the old man kickin!
me around, .

MARY
Ohl ’
(There is a pause, as the idea sinks in,
then)
When do we go? :
JOE
(backing away a step - looking right
at her)
We? I can't have no woman hanging around! I got things to do!
MARY
(unbelievingly)

You!'re going away and leave me? Here?
(He looks at her, but he doesn't answer)
Joe =~ you!'ve got to take me with youl
(He looks away. As he still doesn't
answer, her mood changes; she grows
, a little dazed)
Where you goint', Joe?

JOE
I don't know,

MARY
How you goin' to live?

JOE

(looking at her again)
I ain't worried. Thers's ways.

(suddenly turning on MARY)
I cantt take you with me, Mary. I just can't --- anyhow, you got
a Jjob. '

MARY

Sure, I got a job. You know what else I got? I got a pain, Joe,
right here.

(putting hand on chest)
It comes from not havin' any fun and workin' all day and livin' and
eatin' and sleepin' in the same room with three other people, every
one of 'em watchin' me every minute, afraid I'm goin' to go bad on
'em! It eomes from a lot of things---I don't know what they are -~
only I feel sick......and tired.....and hopeless.... AND I DON'T WANT
TO GO BACK IN THERE --- WITHOUT YOU}

(crosses to him and puts arm on his slowly)
Take me with you, Joe.

JOE
I cantt, I haven't got the money.
(as she looks down « pause - He looks at
her - then, pointedly)
Now, if I could lay my hands on SOM@iecececsos
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MARY
(looks at him. Then quickly.....)
Mom's just got enough for supper, and Mike wouldn't give it to me even
if he had any. :
(She begins to get an idea. A pause - he
starts off., C(Crosses in front of her left,
and looking at herse.e..)

‘ JOE
Good-~bye, Mary.

MARY
Joel
(She puts her arm out and stops him. He
swings around slowly)
I think I know maybe where I could find some..cess

JOE
Where?

MARY
Will you take me with you?
(crossing a step to him)

JOE
Welleeooo
MARY
, (insistent)
Will you?
JOE
Yeah —-
{He nods. MARY, not able to come out with it)
MARY
NOD.OOINOQOI.
(backing away)
JOE

(twisting her arm)

Yhere ig 1t?

. MARY
_ - (looking down)
The old man at the store Where I work....he keeps a lot of meney
hidden under.....

JOE
Sssshi ‘
, (looking up at house - a pause)
Come on, '
(crosses left - looks around)

Come on.
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MARY -

(stands there =-- looks at him)
Yeah,
(starts left — looks back at house over
shoulder)
come on. ’

(Then she runs out with him)
_ BLACKOUT

(Spot picks up LITTLE MAN on 2 step down left)

LOUDSPEAKER
Want to see some more?

LITTLE MAN
. (doubtfully)
wellboiloo

LOUDSPEAKER
"Why don't you try that room downstairs?

' LITTLE MAN

Do you think I'd better?

LOUDSPEAKER

Go onl}
(as LITTLE MAN nods his head)

BLACKOUT
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ACT I

SCENE 4~( ~— WHAT THEY GOT -~ CHOLERA

(Lights go on in lower center cubicle, on
a Jewish family -~ FATHEH, MOTHER: A crid
- music)

JEWISH MOTHER
He hasn't moved for a long time now,

JEWISH FATHER
It's good. Sleep is good.

JEWISH MOTHER
How white his face is. ,
(leans over crib)
Such a good baby. Never cries.,

JEWISH FATHER
With & mother like you he should cry.

JEWISH MOTHER
Max~~ I'm afraid....
( suddenly)
Where is the Doctor? You said he was coming right away.

FATHER
Soon, He'll be here soon.

MOTEER
Well, where is he? Why isn't he here now? How many times--

FATHER
Maybe we shonuld send him to the hngpital?

MOTHER
Hospital? Do you want to kill him?

' FATHER
Maybe it's better there. In the hospital you can get a doctar right

away.,

MOTHER
(at crid, suddenly)
Look, Max-- he can't breathel...Where is the doctor? ~¥hena:is.hn?“

FATHER
(sits down, wearily)
He's coming.

MOTHER
Coming! Coming! When is he coming? When it's too late?

FATHER
He's upstairs.
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. - MOTHER .
Upstairs! So zo tup and geét him}
FATHER
Other people are sick.
MOTHER

Other people -~ He's worrying about other people -- when your own
baby is-- ‘
(as he leans forward wearily in his chair)
Max! What's the matter with you?
(He just shakes his head, tired. She,
desperately, looking from the FATHER
to the BABY)
Where is the doctor? Where is he? Max!
(He opens his eyes and looks at her)

FATHER
| (in a dazed manner)
Sick,...everybody sick....the baby....the whole house....
(He gasps and sinks down. MOTHER turns,
gees him sink -~ screams)

BLACKOUT

(Spot up on third floor landing. PATIENT,
(woman) held up by her daughter is being
examined by DOCTOR in hot spot, with
NURSE standing by. DOCTOR is giving symp-
toms *)

DOCTOR
CHOLERA! ,
(tips face back)
Usual cyanotic color of skin...
(picks up hand)
Fingernails....
(looks into mouth)
and mucous membrane. '
‘ (as he releases her hand)
Eyes sunken.,..

NURSE
Pulse,..

DCCTOR
(after holding wrist a few counts)
F&pid ‘and weak,

NURSE
Respiration....

BLACKOUT

* Text book of Medicine - edited by Russel L. Cecil, M.D. p. 262-64.
PubliShad by W.3B. s&unders - 19280
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(Lights up "in stage right cubicle.

BOY on bed, DOCTOR at head of bed, bent
over, head against chest. MOTHER at foot
of bed. DOCTOR looks up) -

DOCTOR
Respiration rapid and irregular. Heart feeble.

(PATIENT groans and turns toward side of bed)
Bring the pan. .

(The MOTHER brings a pan, and kneels by the
side of bed. DOCTOR helps BOY to ralse wup
slightly, and holds his head over the pan.
The)BOY retches into the pan. Lights dim
out '

(The spot comes up in the lower center
cubicla. JEWISH FATHER is still in a
state of collapse, DOCTOR is examining
nim. JEWISH MOTHER is standing by)

MOTHER
Max. My husband......»

DOCTOR
(examining MAN - head, fingernails, mouth,
“pulse, heart)
Usual cysnotic color. ZIyes sunken., Pulse rapid and week. I'm afraid
it's Cholera. When was he taken sick?

| MOTHER
This morning he didn't feel so good.

DOCTOR
Cholera can run its course in a few hours. Put him to bed.
(DOCTOR crosses to BABY)

(abruptly)
This baby is dead.

MOTHER
(screams)

BLACKOUT

(Lights come up sharply on the right area
of third floor landing, catching TWO
ORDERLIES coming out of a doorwsy carry-
ing a stretcher. NURSE stands center of
landing, reading chart)

NURSE
Ground floor. Cholera. Baby dead. Male adult. Advanced stages.
(to ORDERLIES)
You're latel I've got twenty cases to go out immediatelyl
( SECOND ORDERLY dropping front end of
stretcher to the floor) -




SECOND ORDERLY
Wait a minute. -

FIRST ORDERLY
What!'s the matter?

SECOND ORDERLY
How many does this make for you? ‘

FIRST ORDERLY
I ain't counted.

SECOND ORDERLY
Me neither. 3Bill, I'm scared.

FIRST ORDERLY
Scared of your - luck?

SECOND ORDERLY
Sure I'm scared~--~ scared I'll catch it. Scared I'll-~=~

(An OLD EMACIATED MAN comes out of the door
right next to the stairs, third landing
and crosses with jerky, painful movements
to the NURSE. He holds up the fingars of
his hands, and slowly, with effort, moves
them in jerky painful movements)

. MAN
I can't move my hands. Look! Where's the Doctor?

. NURSE
He's busy. Go back to your room. You're sick.

- MAN
(turning to the SECOND ORDERLY, who is
staring at him)
Doctor!

SECOND ORDERLY
Get awayl!l

MAN
I can't move my hands.

SECOND ORDERLY
For God's sake, let's get out of herel
(He rushes off)

%

(Dim lights come up on entire stage. MAN
comes out of alley left and collepses on
top of 3 step. DOCTOR cresses to him,
TWO NEWSPAPER REPORTERS enter stage left)

FIRST NEWSPAPER REPORTER
Say, Do¢, what's this I hear about a Cholera epidemic?

1=40=4




1=~4C=5

DOCTOR
Say, who are you, anyway?

FIRST NEWSPAPER REPORTER
I'm from the "Post'.

SECOND NEWSPAPER REPORTER
The "Herald",' ‘

_ DOCTOR

(turns away from the OLD MAN, calls to

FIRST ORDERLY, who comes down stairs)

(to ORDERLY) .
Get back to the hospital* and tell them to send men, sedan chairs,
stretchers, baskets, anything! This whole house is infected}

(as the ORDERLY stands there, looking

at him)
Well, don't stand therel! Go on! Hurry! 1I%t's Cholera! Choleral

SECOND NEWSPAPER RFEPORTER
But, good Lord, everybody says there's no such thing as Cholera in
New Yorki

. DOCTOR
Everybody! Who's everybody? 1It's Cholera. I'm telling youl Over
two thousand** have dled of it already. But the good people who make
a living out of these tenements are trying to hush it wup.

» FIRST NEWSPAPER REPORTER
Well, my paper won't. We'll spread it all over ~-—

DOCTOR .
Oh, no, you won't, you're afraidl You're afraid of tellihg the truthl
Afraid to mention that no cases have been reported outside the slumsl***
Go on, print it, I dare you I DARE YOU!

HOLD and BLACKOUT

*  "Slums and Housing", James Ford. Vol. 1. p. 117.

**  Tbid, Vol. 1, p. 129

*%% Nost and Found, or Life Among the Poor", by Samuel B, Halliday,
p. 199 to 201,
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"LOUDSPEAKER
New York Post, June 12, 1852* -« Cholera - Cholera epidemic spreads in
Tenement District. Gerritt Forbes, Health Inspector** of New York
City says:

(During the following speech which comes
over the LOUDSPEAKER, the stage is darkened
save for a spot on LITTLE MAN sitting on 2
step down left)

VOICE OF FORBES
Some cause should be assigned for the increase of deaths beyond the
increase of population, and none appears as prominent as that of the
crowded and filthy state in which a great portion of our population
lives. We have serious cause to regret that there are in our city
80 many mercenary landlords who only contrive, in what manner they can,

to stow the greatest number of human beings in the smallest possible
space] %% :

LOUDSPEAKER
Twenty-five hundred men, women and children lost their lives before
that Cholera epidemic ended.**** Five thousand died in the previous
one,***** Thig was the third time in twenty years that New York was
visited by Cholera,®*ww#=

*  New York Post, June 12, 1854-~first reference to Cholera for that
year, under head, "The Cholera and Smallpox on Staten Island." Zd.

%% Mr. Forbes' official city title was "City Inspector®. At that time
the City Inspection staff took care of all the inspection work
necessary. It was in this capacity that Mr. Porbes reported for
the Health Department. Librarian, Health Department, New York City.

¥¢* nThe Tenement House Problem", edited by De Forest & Veiller,
Yol. 1, P 71,

#%s%  HSlums and Housing" - James Ford, Vol. 1, p. 129.

*okxk® Ibid - Vol. 1. p. 117,

#¥udxkk  Ibid - Vol. 1. p. 93. Epidemics of Cholera in New York City,

1832, 1849, 1854, ~-Ed. °
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ACT I

SCENE 5 - APPOINT A COMMITTER
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. (Dr. James L. Little

(Dr. Alexander Hadden
Man - Announcer of statistics on disease.
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Dr, John H., Griscom, City Inspector, New York,

. . Mayorts Committee of Four
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SCENE 5 ~ APPOINT A COMMITTEE

LITTLE MAN
(looking toward LOUDSPEAKER)
What happened after that?

LOUDSPEAKER
Nothing,

LITTLE MAN
You mean to say they still went on just talking about it.

‘LOUDSPEAKER
A Citizens! Committee was formed to investigate conditions.

(Lights come up on house, bare and empty)

LITTLE MAN
Again?

LOUDSPEAKER
It consisted of Mr. N. P. Willis and Doctors James L. Little, and
Alexander Hadden...* :
(As their names are called lights come up
on the THREE MEN- . in each of the three
cubicles, inspecting the furniture and
making notes)

LITTLE MAN
Well, what did they do?

. LOUDSPEAKER
Well, give them a chanee, will you?
(LITTLE MAN starts up impatiently)
Sit down for a minute. You're getting me nervous!
(LITTLE MAN sits down. He takes out a
package of cigarettes)
That's right have a smoke.
(LITTLE MAN'S fingers.tremble as he lights
his cigarette) h
You're not worried about anything, are you?

LITTLE MAN
(as though they had kept it a secret from
him)
Nobody ever told me there was Cholera in New York!

LOUDSPEAKER
I guess a lot of other people didn't know about it, either.

LITTLE MAN
I thought it only happened in China.

* "Slume and Housing" - James Ford =~ Vol. 1, p. 142
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LOUDSPEAXER
Our brand was Just as good as any they ever hadl

LITTLE MAN
Well, at least there isn't any more Cholera in New York today, not
even in o0ld~law tenements.

LOUDSPEAKER ‘
That's right. No more Cholera. But look what we've got instead--in
old~law tenements....Report by the New York City Housing Authority,
Tuberculosisl
(spot on MAN on 2 step down right)

MAN
From 1919 to 1934 the death rate from Tuberculosis was 129 per cent
higher in old-law tenements, *

LQUDSPEAKER
Diphtherial

MAN
The death rate from Diphtheria was 97 per cent higher in old-law tene-
ments., **

. LOUDSPEAKER
Spinal Meningitis!

MAN
The death rate from Spinal Meningitis was one hundred and nineteen per
cent higher in old-law tenements-—~and, the death rate from all causes
was ninety-three per cent higher in old~law tenements,***

(blackout on MAN)

LITTLE MAN
But I live in an old~law tenementl What I want to know ige—-

LOUDSPEAKER
Let's go back to 1850 again. Sssh!

(The lights come up on entire stage.
MAYOR enters, stage right and crosses
to center, down from 3 step. THREE

wait for him on top. of 3.step)

LITTLE MAN-
(pointing to MAYQRY
Vhot's that?

LOUDSPEAKER
That's the Mayor.

*  Report to His Honor Fiorello H.LaGuardia, Mayor of the City of
New York by the New York City Housing Authority, Jan.25,1937,

**  Tbid

*%% Toid
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DR, HADDEN
Mr. Mayor, it is a humiliating fact that no complete examples of sani-
tary renovation can be found in the City of New York. The "Five Points"
" 1s a district still full of perpetual fever nests and the breeding place
of epidemic diseases! All told, in New York, not a district, not a
street has been redeemed from its filthiness.* .

DR. LITTLE
I saw, between Tenth Avenue and the Hudson Rlver, three large manure
yards, a number of fat-bolling establishments and slaughter houses.
And to these may be added the dirty conditions of the streets, with
gutters running with dlood and filth., Scattered through the midst
of these, surrounding them on all sides are the crowded and 111~
ventilated tenements of the districtl **

WILLIS
Mr. Mayor, I did not dream that human beings within the reach of human
ald could bs gbandoned to the wretchedness which I saw with my own
eyes. And all those horrors of want and abandonment lie almost within
sound of your own voice as you pass Broadway. ***

LITTLE MAN
That's enoughl )

LOUDSPEAKER
Dr. John H. Griscom, Health Inspector of New York presents a city-wide
report on Housing.
(Enter DR, GRISCOM stage left, crosses to
center)

DR. GRISCOM

Mr. Mayor, in the attempt to raise from the depressed and the poor the
necessity of living crowded in single rooms, much aid cannot be found
in any legal enactment. The remedy lies with the humane and philan-
thropic capitalists by whom houses might be erected with all the com-
forts and conveniences of separate rooms, running water and so forth,
which would yield a fair interest on their value and make thousands of
people happy! «.... These are my findings and suggestions, ****

(Hands imaginary document to MAYOR., A

Committee of four enter down right on
2 step. MAYOR beckons to COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN,
who crosses to him) :

LOUDSPEAKER
New York's first comprehensive document on Housing, *¥*%*

(MAYOR takes imaginary document to CHAIRMAN
of Committee who catches it and goes back
to his group. The COMMITTEE discusces the
imaginary document in a sort of gibberish.
Music )

* "Slums and Housing" - James Ford - Vol. 1. p. 146-148.
**  Ibid. p, 145,
**¥  Tbhid. p. 104.
wk¥® Thid, p. 108.
*¥*% Tbid, p. 108,
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COMMI TTEE :
Document - Survey = Housing - Cholera ~ Document - Survey - Housing -
Cholera ~ :

LOUDSPEAKER
( spacing the figures between the Committee's
‘ words)
One month..... two months.... three months,... four months.... five
monthseees

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEE
(crosses to MAYOR)
Mr, Mayor, your committee do not profess to be Jjudges of the subject,
In other words, we do not think it proper at this time to go into such
a measure, We recommend that the paper be returned to its author.*

(Committee exits right.As CHAIRMAN exits
he tosses paper to MAYOR. MAYOR tosses
it to GRISCOM as he is leaving)

LITTLE MAN
Well, I'1ll be damned.

BLACKOUT

* f5lums and Housing" -~ James Ford - Vol. 1, p. 108
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ACT I

SCENE 6 - RENTING

(Spots pick up 3 CHARWOMEN, each in
one of the cubicles. They are
lethargically cleaning and dusting
the furniture, sort of ballet style.
Music)

LITTLE MAN
(still on 2 step down left; after
music stops; lights up)
Say, who ere they?

LOUDSPEAKER
Why they're sterilizing the place, so we don't have another
Got to be careful, you know.
(Music again as they continue
the dusting)

(Eater LANDLORD right and crosses
to 3 stcp left.e Turns and looks
up at CHARWOMEN)

LANDLORD
(clepping his hends)
All right, girls, that's enoughe There's another place fou
Hurry upe.

(The CHARWOMEN exit...He tekes another
look around and then, satisfied..ehe
hangs & large cardboard sign on the
stege left structure; it rcads: "TO
LET." He turns his back to his pro-
perty, and waits, expectantly, on 3
step.soEnter right, the FIRST AGENT

with an ITALIAN FAMILY. He seats
them on the 3 step and crosses to

LANDLORD)

FIRST AGENT
I brought you some customers =- just off the boat.

LANDLORD
Greenhorns, eh? All onc femily?

FIRST AGENT
I didn't ask 'eme All I know is they went a place to live.

LANDLORD
Togother?

1-6=1

epidemic.

r dwors down.
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FIRST AGENT
Sure. -

LANDLORD
Room three. Third floor.

(FIRST AGENT returns to GROUP; he

speaks to them in Italian; they
nod heppily to AGENT and then to
LANDLORDe They cross and follow
AGENT upstairs into upper center
cubicles

During the above a young COUPLE
has entered left. They read sign-
and stop. They talk together

excitedly)
MAN
, (to LANDLORD)
Are you the landlord?
LANDLORD
I am,.
MAN
I - er - we'd like to rent a room.
: WOMAN
Welve just got married.
LANDLORD
Well, you've come to the right place.
MAN
Something light and airy andees.
WOMAN
(quickly)
And cheap. We can't afford--
LANDLORD

I've got just the thing for you: private cntrence, ground floor, and
handy to the toilets.,

(points to basement)

MAN
Is it light and airy end =--
LANDLORD
It's got a window and a stove and it's two dollars a week.
WOM/N
One window?
LANDLORD

One window
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WOMAN
Ohl

rAT

MAS
(putting his arm around her)
That's all right, darling. We won't be here long.
(A pause as she looks at the building,
and then they follow LANDLORD into
the lower center cubiclesss

SECOND AGENT .appears with an IRISH
FAMILY of five, right. The AGENT
leaves them standing, right center
below 3 step, and crosses to LAND-
LORD in cubicle)

IRISH GIRL
(to HUSBAND as SECOND AGENT &rosscs
~to LANDLORD)
This is it, Tom =-- Americal
(looks up at structure)
Would you belicve they mede 'em this big if you didn't see it with
your own eyecs? ’

SECOND AGENT
(to LANDLORD)
Got any rooms left?

. LANDLORD
Still got a few.

SECOND AGENT
Party of five people down therec,
’ (pointing)

LANDLORD
How many rooms?

SECOND AGENT
One.

LANDLORD
Rent?

SECOND AGENT
(giving him moncy)
Here you aro.

LANDLORD
Fourth floor rcar,

(During the above a YOUNG BOY passing
has stopped; he hurrics off left and
returns with his PARENTS. They cross
below 3 stepe.
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"OLD MAN and GRANDDAUGHTER emter left,

" and cross to center. THIRD AGENT end
JEWISH COUPLE enter right immediately
efter. FIRST AGENT comes down from
upper center cubicle and pushes past
them: He exits right)

THIRD AGENT /
(calling to LANDLORD in lower center cubicle)
Hello, Landlord! I would like one of your best rooms for my friends
over here.

GRANDDAUGHTER
We were here first, Mister.

YOUNG BOY
ﬂg'were here firstl

LANDLORD

(coming out of lower center cubicle with

SECOND AGENT; stands on 3 step center)
Just & minutel What's going on hero?

(SECOND AGENT crosses to IRISH FAMILY and

they all start up ship stairway to cubicle

stage right)

GRANDDAUGHTER
We were here first, and we want a room.
. YOUNG BOY
They were noti
GRANDDAUGHTER
We were == weren't we, Grandpea?
OLD MAN

(sitting on 3 step)
I'm tired,.

: LANDLORD
Never mind. Therec's room for the both of you. Got the rent?
(An elderly, distinguished looking :
MAN hes entored down left, and heard
the argument) '

ELDERLY MAN
Are you renting rooms in this building.

LANDLORD
_ (sizing him up and observing his clothes)
You're on the wrong strcet, Mister,

ELDERLY MAN
T don't think so.

LANDLORD
Well, you'll have to wait your turn like cverybody else--
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ELDERLY MAN
Isn't this one of the tenements where the Cholera epidemic =--

LANDLORD

(quickly)
No.

(He looks fearfully at the TENANTS)
You must be thinking of that place around the corner.:

(to GRANDFATHER, helping him up)
Just because you were here first I'm going to give you the nicest
room in the whole====-

ELDERLY MAN
I'm sure this is the place where Cholera=--

LANDLORD
Shut up, will youl

MOTHER

(to YOUNG BOY)
You bring us to & Cholera housel You want us to diel

TRISH MAN
Choleral
(crosses himself)

- JEWISH MAN
(to THIRD AGENT)
We go some place else. Give me my money back.

THIRD AGENT
Now, waite-waiti

LANDLORD
(to ELDERLY MAN)
Who the hell are you anyway to be upsettin' honest people with your
lies and ruinin' business?
(to TENANTS)
Don't you listen to hime He's probably got a house of his own he wants
to rent! And it's probably a damned sight worse than minel

ELDERLY MAN

This filthy pesthole should be burned to the ground!

(to TENANTS)
If you don't believe me, call & policeman and ask hims He'll tell you
ell about itl ‘

(defiantly, to LANDLORD)
I say there was Cholera herel

(ks the TENANIS start picking up their

belongings, apprchensively)

LANDLORD
(desperately)
Wait & minute. Listen. We'd all like to live in e merble palace but
we all can't =« 50 we teke what God gives us and we're thankful.......
What if there was Cholera hero?
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» LANDLORD (Cont'd.)

Wes this the only house in town that had 1t? Was it?

&8 BLDERLY MAN doesn't answer)
Why dontt you answer that, my good friend?

(seme) :
And let me tell you this: We've cleaned this house outl We've scrub-
bed itl We've washed itl We've whitewashed it! Why the whole place
is just as fresh and clean as it over was == look at itl

(The TENANTS start to leave)

LENDLORD
(to TENANTS) .
And you-=before you go, remember this: If you don't live here, where
ere you going to live? In the park? 1In the street? 1In another place
that's no better then mine and maybe a hell of a lot worse? Are you?
(A pause, as the TENANTS put down
their belongings)
(A group of THREE WOMEN end a MAN
-enter left and join orowd)
Because, in case you're forgetting, there's one thing you've got to
have «- all of you == and you've got to make up your mind to itee.
You've got to have a place to livelsess
(pauses)
Yes, sir, you've got to have a place to livel

(There is a pause.sesSlowly they all pick
up their belongings and start climbing the
stairs into the structure, as)

SLOW CURTATIN

END OF ACT I

HOUSE LIGHTS
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"eseone third of a nationess”

ACT II

SCENE 1 - THE LAW

CHARACTERS

Voice of the HOUSE

First Men )  Announcers of the LAW
Second Man )

Committee of Three ~ Housing Investigation, 1894
(Richard Watson Gilder, Chairman
(Enoch Vreeland, Devuty Superintendent, Building Department
(Another member of committee

Editor, New York Hersld

Colonel S. Van Rensselaer Cruger, Comptroller of the Rector, Trinity

Very Reverend A. Woodruff Halsey

Hon, Roger A. Pryor, Judge, "General Term!

S. P. Nash, Attorney for Trinity

Roger Foeter, Attorney for City of New York
Hon. Rufus W. Peckham, Judge, "Court of Apveals!"

Trinity‘
"In Court®

e e e

Third Man - Announcer of the LAW
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ACT II

SCENE I -~ THE LAW

(Music,.,.Curtain up on bare House--
one light very dim covers entire
structure throughout scene. Music
stops.a.)

VOICE OF HOUSE
Well, I'm still here..,.There's been.a lot of water under the bridge.
We've had a few new Presidents and a Civil War -~ but I'm still here,
You're curious, aren't you? You don't know where I am., Well, I'm
here -~ inside the house. I AM THE HOUSE!

(There is a pause. A spot picks up
0dd corners of the interior)

Do you see that broken balustrade? That crumbling plaster? And that
sink down there under the steps? Do you ses that rubbish piled up?
That's me., I haven't changed a bit in all these years! Not a bit. In
spite of their laws! LAWS!

(cackling leughter; sardonic)

When you heesr the gong strike, the City Fathers will have given birth

" to a brand new law,

(Gong strikes., Spots come up on TWO MEN

who enter right and left, and stand on

2 step, down right and down left, They

announce the Law)
18671 A law!

FIRST MAN
It shall be required that no horse, cow, cslf, pig, swine, sheep or
goet be domiciled in any tencment or lodging housel™

SECOND MAN
It shall be required thot there be a proper fire escepe for each tene-
ment,** and there shall e one toilet for every twenty occupants,***
(Gong strikes)

' VOICE OF HOUSE
1879! A law!

FIRST MAN
No windowless roome}»#**

(Gong strikes)

VOICE OF HOUSE

&

18875 A law!

* Tenement House Law of 1867-N.Y,State Statutes,Chap,908,Sec.1,Pt.6.
%  Ibid, Pt. 8
k»*  Ibid, Pt. 5

**¥x Tenement House Law of 1879-N.Y.State Statutes,Chap,504,Sec,l,Pt,1k,
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SECOND MAN

Water on every floor!™*
(Lights out on ANNOUNCERS)

VOICE OF HOUSE

Did you hear that? TFire escapes, a toilet for every twenty occupants,
no windowless rooms, and water on every floor! That's what the law
says! But I'm still here., And I haven't changed a bit,...0h, well,
I guess it's time for another investigation,

(Dim up THREE COMMITTEEMEN right

on 3 step, They stare up at the

house, notebooks and pencils poised) _
What did I tell you? Come on, boys, look me over, 3But if you don't
mind, I guess I'll go back to sleep for a while,

(His voice takes on the quality of

a yawn)
eeoeolf anything exciting happens, Just,...wake,...,me.,.up.

(There is a pause; the COMMITTEE has
been looking at the sink on the ground
floor and up at the broken balustrade)

LOUDSPEAKER
May 4, 189L** ., As a result of the campaign waged in the New York .
"Press,"***Governor Flower today appointed a Committee to investigate
housing conditions in the city. Ths Chairman is Richerd Watson Gilder, .
(Spot on one of the MEN who steps dowm)

GILDER
Of the 8HU1 houses we visited, we found 16, 756 windowless rooms%***, ..,

LOUDSPREAKER
That was fifteen years after the law was pessed,

GILDER
Only 306 out of over 225,000 people had access to a bathroom, More
than five sixths of the buildings had toilets in the yard, More than
one fourth of all the apartments had no fire escapes of any kind,¥***=

LOUDSPEAKER
That was twenty-seven years after the law was passed,

(Another of the men, -- ENOCH VREELAND,
comes awey from the House; he stands
beside GILDER)

VREELAND
I would like to supplement that report.

LOUDSPEAKER
This is Enoch Vreeland, Deputy Superintendent of the Building Department.

*Ténement House Law of 1887 -~ Chapter 84, Section 663, **New York Tri-
bune, May 5, 1894, ***WThe Tenement chse Problem" edited by DeForest
& Velller Vol, 1, P,105, ****Report of Tenement House Committee,
authorized by Laws of 189h Trensmitted to Legislature, January 17,1895,
PP, 98~116  **»¥wTbid,
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: VREELAND
The tenements owned by Trinity Church are, without s doubt, among the
worst in the city, with a death rate of 32 per thousand as against a
general death rate in New York of 24 per thousand,®

LOUDSPEAKER
The New York Herald publishes the following reports concerning the
Trinity properties made by the Department's Sanitary Inspectors....

EDITOR

(Spot on EDITOR stage right; resds)
Eight families are housed over a shop at 8 Sullivaen Street, The
apartments are without Croton water or plumbing of any description,
ees At 26l Houston Street is perhaps one of the worst of the Trinity
tenements. The waste pipes in the rear house are in such bad condition
that sewage has escaped into the cellar, rendering the place a wveritable
pesthole, It was well-nigh impoesible to remain in the cellar a moment
owing to the overpowering stench{**

(EDITOR exits., Enter CRUGER, stege right)

LOUDSPEAKER
Colonel S, Van Rensselaer Cruger, Comptroller of the Rector, Church-
wardens and Vestrymen,
(CRUGER crosses up to 3 step)

CRUGER
The situertion has been greatly magnified, The defects found by the
Inspectors gre trivial,....A great deal of smoke has been made out of
very little fire, This is all I have to say on the subjecti»%»
(CRUGER moves down stage to apron step)

LOUDSPEAKER
The Very Reverend A, Woodruff Halsey,
(Enter HALSEY, stage right. He
crosses up to 3 step)

EALSEY

We take no exception to these charges, A corporation owning between
six and seven hundred pieces of property will, in the nature of thinge,
overlook and even mismanage. No doubt some of the houses complained of
were in a bad esanitary condition and needed overhauling,,...,but that this
is true of any considerable number of properties under the care of Tri-
nity--or that Trinity, the Church, is governed by the law of righteous-
ness, and Trinity, the Corporation, by the law of greed -- I cannot for
a moment believg]¥***

(HALSEY moves down stage to apron step)

(Enter stage right, THREE PARTICIPANTS
in lawsuit, JUDGE stends on 2 etep
down right -~ the ATTORNEYS stand on
apron step right, facing JUDGE)

* The New York Tribune, December 17, 1894,
% New York Herald, December 12, 1894,

*%%  New York Herald, December 19, 1894, |
bbb "The New York Observer " Janmuary 24, 1895,
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LOUDSFREAKER

The Board of Herlth orders running water to be supplied to every
floor. Trinity refuses. The case ir token to the courts, snd Trinity
is ordered to comply with the law,* But the verdict is sct aside until
"Exceptions" could be reviewed by the Genersl Term...The General Term{™**
Stephen P, Nash, Attorney for Trinity, Roger Foster, Attorney for New
York,

NASH
The acts of Legislature which impose the duty of suprlying water on each
floor of the houses descrihed, cannot be sustained as a proper evercise
of police power,*** .

FOSTTRR
The statute is a lawful exercise of the police power both for the pro-
tection of the health of the community and protection against fire, ****

NASH
The legislation under review is a burden imposed upon landlords for the
eange and comfort of tenants. It is clearly a violstion of constitutionel
guarantees)®xw**

FOSTZR
It ie not a taking of property to compel an owner to improve or alter
the condition of his property,%**#**

LOUDSFEAKER
Judge Roger A, Pryor renders the decision,

JUDGE PRYOR

The uncontroverted proof is that the lack of water on the various floors
is not bad for the heelth of the tensnts, There is no evidence, nor can
the Court Judicially know, that the presence of water will conduce to the
health of the occupants, The required conduct of water up to the floors
serves no other purpose than the convenience of the tenents,...A con-
clusion contrary to the present decision would involve that species of
socialism under the regime of which the individusl disappears and is eb-
sorbed by a collective being called "the State" ... a principle utterly
repugnant to the spirit of our politicel eystem, and necessarily fatal
to our form of liberty....Exceptions sustzined and a new trial ordercd.**
e 30 e o e

(PECKHAM enters stege left and stands down

left on 2 step. NASH and FOSTER cross to

left; still on apron step and face PECKHAM)

_ LOUDSPEAKER
The Court of Appeals -~ Judge Rufus W. Peckham presiding...

* New York'§§§plement,Vol.lY,N.Y.Sunreme & T.ower Court of Record,
- - Ibiad. | © 1891 -~ 2.

ok N.Y. Court of Appeals - Vol, 8, 1895,

e e o ke Ibid.

ko ok ok Ibid,

0% ok ol v ok o Ibid.

wkkwkx* N Y Supplement,Vol.l7, New York Supreme and Lower Courts of
Record, 1891 - <2,
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NASH
The particular requirement under considerstion is that the landlord
should carry water up to the upper floors of his tenement in order
to save the tenants the necessity of carrying it up themselves, It
would be quite as reasonable to require the landlord to furnish the
houses with elevators to save the tenants the trouble of carrying
up the coal.* ‘

FOSTER
Stronger evidence of the need of such a water supply as the Statute
requires has been furhished by the extraordinerily filthy, and unheslthy
conditions of the defendsnt's tenement houses. The death rate in theee
tenements, according to official etatistice on file in the office of the
plaintiff, is fer above the average and higher than in any other tene-
ment houseg,**

. LOUDSPEZAKZR
The verdict of the Court of Appeals,

PECKHAM

There is scarcely a discent from the general belief on the vart of all
who have studied the disease that Cholera is essentially a filth disease.
The Legislature csnnot in practice enforce a law to make a man wash him-
self, but when it provides facilities therefor, it has taken 2 long =tep
toward the sccomplishing of that object. That dirt and filth are great
promoters of disessc, that they breed pestilence and contagion, sickness
and death, cannot be denied., We think the act is velid as an exerciee
of the police power with respect to the public herlth. The judgment is
reversed,***

(Blackout on ACTORS)
(Pause)

VOICE OF THE HOUSE

Well, folks, I guess it's time to have » few new laws, As long as the
Courts say you c¢~n enforce 'em, let's write 'em in the books and then
you can tear down my poor old carcass and give me a nice decent durial,

(spot on TWO MEN, Announcers of the

Law, who enter right -nd left, They

st~nd on 2 step down right =2nd down

left)

VOICE OF THE HOUSE
1901. The new laws for tenementel®w**

_ FIRST MAN
A separate water closet in each apartment]%wx%=

SECOND MAN
Hallways must be nt least three feet widelxkxwex

* _AN.X. Court of Apveals - Vol. &, 1895,
* Ibid,

*okok Tbid.

ko ok

Tenement House Laws of 1901 - N,Y. Steote Statutes,
*xxk%x  Ibid, Cheapter 555, part 75.
* «kxkx  Thid, Chapter 33U, part 1L,
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FIRST MAN

No room may be less than seventyvsqnare feet of floor areal*
SECOND MAN

No airshafts., Side courts must be at least twelve feet widel**
FIRST MAN

Adequate fire escapes|¥**
SECOND MAN

Adequate light and ajirp}rwk«
(Blackout on TWO MEN)

THIRD MAN
(hurrying on, right, stands center
in spot)
But--

VOICE OF THE HOUSE
Oh, Lord, I'm afraid of thig "butin

THIRD MAN ,
--But these laws shall in no way affect any tenements already in existence
prior to today's date, April 12, 1G01,#ww#x*

(Blackout on THIRD MAN)
(There is a peuse)
VOICE OF THE HOUSE
(slowly, very tired)
Well, folks, I'm still herc....There!'s been a lot of water under the
bridge, welve had a few new Presidents and the Spanish~American War,,...
But I'm still here,.,.Yesh, I'm still here,,..still here,,.

(Voice fades away)

BLACEKOUT

(Blacks in)

* Tonément House Laws of 1901 - N.Y.Stete Statutes,Chap.33Y4,part 70,
*¥  Tenement House Laws of 1901,N,Y.State Statutes,Chapter 334,psrt 61.
*** Tbid, Chapter 334, Section 79.

wwxx Ihid,

¥xxxxTbid,

e
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ACT II

SCENE 2 -~ CROSSTOWN, 1933

CHARACTERS
Little Man
Loudspeaker
Guide
4 - Street Kids
Sammy (12)
Frank (13)

Woman -— Yiddish accent

First w
~Sec:nd ;ﬁ:ﬁn; Announcers -~ Statistics on Juvenile Delinguency

B - ZRast Side ~ West Side

Man
Woman (Min)

Mrs. Buttonkooper
\ Tenement House Commissioner, New York

C - Harlem

First Negro (a stevedore)
Second Negro (a bootblack)

D - Rent Strike

First Woman
Second Woman
Third Woman

Fourth Floor Hallway

Fifth Woman
Sixth Woman
Mrs. MacNamara

)

)

)
Fourth Woman )

)} Third Floor lLanding

)

)

Tenant League Organizer )

Group of Women Strikers ) Upper center cublcle
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ACT 11
SCENE 2 - CROSSTOWN - 1933

LITTLE MAN
(hurrying down the aisle of the theatre)
Heyl XY -Hey‘
(He stumbles over somebody's foot...)
Rardon mel

(He hurries up stairway from pit to stage
left, Pollow epot picks him out. Crosses
to center on apron step.

Scene played in front of. blacks)
Here I am, Heyl

LOUDSPEAKER
Oh, hello. Where were you?

LITTLE MAN
Out for a beer. I Jjust caught the end of that last scene. Tell me,
why don't we tear down all those old-law tenements? Seems to me if
we did that, all our troubles would be over,

LOUDSPEAKER
That's a very good question. Why don't you answer it?

LITTLE MAN
Me?

LOUDSPEAXER
That's right...Where do you live?

LITTLE MAN
Bighty-fifth and Amsterdam,

LOUDSPEAKER
In an old~law tenement?

'LITTLE MAN

Well, it's a made-over brownstone.

LOUDSPEAKER
That's an old-law tenement, too. Now if we tore down your house,
where would you move, Mr. - Mr, =-- 17 '

: LITTLE MAN
Buttonkooper. Angus K. Buttonkooper.
LOUDSPEAKER
Well, Mr. Buttonkooper, where would you move?

LITTLE MAN
Oh, in the neighborhood. Maybe around the corner.
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LOUDSPEAKER
In another o0ld—-law tenement?

LITTLE MAN
Sure.

LOUDSPEAKER
Way?

LITTLE MAN
Because that's all I can affordl

LOUDSPEAKER

Exactly. Do you know what that means? It means we'd have the same
number of people crowding into a smaller number of old-law tenements.
And you wouldn't be any better off than you were before,

LITTLE MAN
(trying to interrupt)
But -=

LOUDSPEAKER
Statistics show that only one per cent of the people who lived in the
slums where Knickerbocker Village now stands could afford to live there
after that development was put up} *

LITTLE MAN
(impatient)
But =--

‘ LOUDEPEAKER
While the remaining ninety~nine per cent moved into other old-law
tenements in the neighborhood, --- aro~"d the corner, **

LITTLE MAN
(insistently)
But -~
LOUDSPRAXER
But Wha t 7
LITTLE MAN
(excited) :
But suppose we tore 'em all down?
LOUDSPRAKER

Suppose we did. Where would you live?

LITTLE MAN
(emiling happily)
In a brand new house!

*  "Building America™, - Special Edition on Housing, June,1935,p.<l.

** Ibid.
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LOUDSPRAKXR
That's great. Why don't you live in one now?

LITTLE MAN
I told you. I can't afford it.

LOUDSPEAKER

Well, what makes you think you would afford it then?

LITTLE MAN
' (disappointedly, as he sees the point) .
Ohi ... ’

- LOUDSPEAKER
You see, slum clearance is one thing., Building new apartments you can
afford to live in to replace them is another,

LITTLE MAN
(thoughtfully)
ohl [N
LOUDSPEAKER
Any more questions?
LITTLE MAN

(angry -- crosses left and stops short

at 2 step down left)
No. I was Jjust wondering....How about the rest of the old-law tene-
ments around New York? Are they all as bad as mine? Does the heat
go off in all of 'em at ten o'clock and the water stop running Jjust
when you want to take a bath? Are the rooms all dark, do the walls
crack, and how about the bathrooms? Are they hot as hell in summer
and freezing in the winter? Are they all firetraps, is the landlord
Just as tough, does he refuse to paint, does he come around on the

first for his rent,

‘ (getting excited)
do they have roaches, do they have mice, do they have -=——=

LOUDSPEAKER
Hey, wait a minute!l One thing at a time,

LITTLE MAN
(finally getting it out)
What I want to know is: am I any worse off than anybody else?

.LOUDSPEAKER
Would you like to see for yourself?
| LITTLE MAN
I sure would.
LOUDSPEAKER

Fine. How about a trip around New York in 19337

LITTLE MAN
Wait a minute, wouldn't that gsort of be repeating ourselves? We did
that in the first act.
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: LOUDSPEAXER
Let's try it... You see, that's the whole point of this Housing business.
It repeats itself, It just goes on and on.

; LITTLE MAN
‘Well how are you going to stop it?

LOUDSPEAKZER
(correcting him)
How are we going to stop 1t?

LITTLE MAN
(a bit sheepish)
Yeah, how are we going to stop 1it?

LOUDSPEAKER
That'll come later.....Now, are you ready?
, LITTLE MAN
Where am I going? ,
: LOUDSPEAKER
0h, uptown, downtown, crosstown.
LITTLE MAN

0. K.

(He starts to walk, then stops)
Say, walt a minute. Do I have to go alone? I get kind of lonesome
by myself in some of those dark streets.

: LOUDSPEAKER
You're not afraid, are you?,

LITTLE MAN
(putting on the bravado)
Oh, no, not at alll Just the same it would be kind of nice if.ses

LOUDSPEAKER
All right, all right... Who do you want to go with?

LITTLE MAN
Well, let's see now...
(He thinks)
Say, do you remember that fellow in the first act who showed me around
New York in the 0ld days? 1'd like to take him,

LOUDSPEAKER
You can't. He's dead,

LITTLE MAN
Dead?

LOUDSPEAKER

The last time you saw him was in 1850, He can't go on living forever.
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LITTLE MAN
(persuasively)
Aw, come on, dig him up. I can't just talk to myself up herel
LOUDSPEAKER
But why do you want to see him?
LITTLE MAN

Well, I felt hretty uncomfortable walking around in nglcentury. Let's
- see how he feels walking around in mine.

LOUDSPEAKER
All right, Call him.

LITTLE MAN
‘ (first to right, then to left)
HeyleoeHeydeeus
(nothing happens)

' LOUDSPEAKER
Why don't you try a little magic?

LITTLE MAN
Megic?...A1l rightl
(He goes through the movements of a
magician, saying)
Allakazam, allakazam, allakazam, BOOM!

(Spot picks up GUIDE, asleep on 2 step down
left)

LITTLE MAN
(shaking his head in wonder at the miracle)
I wish I could get an apartment that way!
(crosses to GUIDE; shakes him)
Hey, you still asleep? ... Wake upl
(GUIDE wakes)
Remember me? You showed me New York about eighty-five years agol

(Screen comes down in front of blacks)

GUIDE
Sure.
(They shale hands)

- LITTLE MAN
Well, thies time I'm going to show it to you! Come onl
‘ (grabs his arm...then, to LOUDSPEAKER)
Where are we now?

LOUDSPEAKER
You're standing right in the middle of Times Square and you'd better
watch out!
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(Projection on screen of movie trip around
New York, 1938, including crowded sections
of the city - Times Square, Herald Square.*

_The honk of an automobile is heard, also
noise of crowd...GUIDE jumps out of the
way. They start striding)

GUIDE
What!s this?

LITTLE MAN
Thirty~-fourth and Broadway.

GUIDE
Thirty~fourth and Broadway?

LOUDSPEAKER

Remember? The Leaeds Farm? **

(They stride again., Projection changes
to Twenty-third and Broadway)

Twenty-third and Broadway.

GUIDE
Twenty~third and Broad--

: LOUDSPEAKER
Madison Farm.*** . Best cows in the whole countyl
(They stride again. Projection changes
to Fourteenth Street. Soapboxes, etc.)
Union Squarel**** Quiet little spot.
(They stride again. Projection changes
to Bleecker Street. -~ slum tenement)
Bleecker Streset.

GUIDE
Bleeckerl )

LOUDSPEAKER
You know, where the swells live, **#**x*

* Movies of New York City - shots of street scenes in crowded business
algo slum neighborhoods. Taken by technical staff, Living Newspaper
in co-operation with East Side Tenants' Union, New York. -Ed.

** Valentine's Manual, 1862 - also Hall of Records, New York.

%% Thid

#%#® Stokes Iconography, Vol. 3, p. 136.

*kk#% Valentine's Manual, 1854 - p. 528,
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LITTLE MAN
I thought 1t would surprise you.
: ‘ (grabs him)
Look out} That car slmost bumped you offl

GUIDE
"Bumped me off?" ‘

LITTLE MAN
skip 1t.

GUIDE
Weit a minute. What is that thing?

LITTLE MAN
Automobils.

GUIDE
What!s that?

LITTLE MAN
Horseless carriage.

GUIDE

Go on, there ain't no such thing.
(They stride agein, the GUIDE still
looking back at the auto)
Where're we going now?

LITTLE MAN
Downtown, the East Side. Have a look at a slum,

(They stride again. Scene changes to
Orchard Street)

GUIDE
Say, what's all this?

LITTLE MAN
Orchard Street. We're going to cross east into Madison and thenw-
heyl
(looking backward at the GUIDE as he talks)
(fovies off;
Sereen is flown, with Blacks out)
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SCENE A - _STREET KIDS

(Lights come up. House is empty. A voung
boy, SAMMY, (12) sits on bottom of 2 step,
right. He is repairing the skate on a
home-made skooter. The skooter 1s lying
on its side, the BOY bent over it., some
distance away down center from 3 step stands
another boy, FRANK, (13) watching him)

LITTLE MAN
( stumbling over skooter)
(rubbing his shin)
Why don't you be more careful with that thing}

SAMMY
Excuse me~-

LITTLE MAN
(to GUIDE)
Let's go.
(They start to walk)

LOUDSPEAKER
Just a moment, Mr. Buttonkooper.
(They stop)
I thought you wanted to see how the other guy lives and what his kids
are likel

LITTLE MAN
I do, but—-—
: LOUDSPEAKER
Well, here they are.
LITILE MAN
But we want to look at a slum!
LOUDSPEAKER

Mr. Bu%tonkooper, you're looking at the results of one right nowe..
Listenl
(They watch BOYS)

FRANWK
(watching SAMMY repair skate)
Whatsa matter?
(no angwer)
I sald, whatsa matter?

SAMMY
(without looking at him).
Skooterts busted.

FRANK
Who busted 1it?

SAMMY
(calmly)
You did.




2=2A=~2

: FRANK
{a 1ittle taken aback)
I did... Who told you?

SAMMY
Nobody.

FRANK
(gradbs him and swings him around)
Wno told youle.. :

SAMMY
(still very calm)
I saw you drop that cobblestone on it.

: FRANK
| (releases him; SAMMY bends over the
skooter as though nothing has hap-
pened)
Well, ain't you goin' t' do nothin'! about it?

4 SAMMY
I'm goin' -~ to fix it,
(There is a pause; SAMMY tinkers with
skate)
(LITTLE MAN and GUIDE remnin standing,
stage right, watching)

FRANK
Anybody busted my skooter I'd beat him up. I'd beat him up plenty.
(berds over him)
First I'd give him the knuckles-~like thig....

(rubs his knuckles hard on SAMMY'S head)

+eothen 1'd give him the rabbit -~ like this...

(slaps him sharply on the back of the neck)

+.othen I'd stretch his nose... like this...

(pulls his nose)

«e.sand then I'4 smack him down-- LIKE THIS!

(Ee smacks him across the face, knocking
him on his back. Throughout this SAMMY
has not uttered a word, nor has he cried
out... Slowly now he rises, blows his
nose 'to hide the tears and then goes back
to his tinkering)

FRANK
o (slowly after a pause)
Anybody I did it to would bust me one back - if he wasn't yeller.
He'd gét up on his two feet and smack me right in the nose - if he
wasn!t yeller... ,

(SAMMY goes on tinkering)

But ye can't expect nothin' out of a guy that's yeller, kin yal
Kin yal

SAMMY
(regarding him fearfully)
No.
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FRANK
And ya can't expect nothin'! out of a guy that has to sleep in the
game bed as his big sister, kin ya?
(as SAMMY says nothing)
Ya do, don't ya? Don't ya?
(as he doesn't answer FRANK grabs him
by the collar)

SAMMY
(almost. crying out)
I got to. We ain't got no mors room.

FRANK

(jovially)
Say, what's she like, your sister? Way don't ya introdooce me some-
time? :

(as he doesn't answer)
«e2I'11 bet you get a nice little feel in souetime when she don't know
it, ehl...

(as SAMMY tries to wriggls loose)
ceeSay, I wouldn't mind changin' places with ya some night = some
night when it's nice and cold. You go home and sleep with my old man
and I'11 go to your house and -~ and = '

(as SAMMY wriggles despsrately)
' Say, what ya bawlin! for? I was only bein'! nice to ya. I was only
sayin' that some cold night I was goin!' over to your house and maybe
do a little sleepin' with your—-

(with a tremendous heave SAMMY tears him-

gelf loose; then with a cry he throws

himself up n FRAVK. They roll over on

the ground. They are fighting desperately.

FRANK on top, SAMMY underneath gone com-

pletely berserk...,. BOTH BOYS freeze...

There is a pause)

WOMAN
(Yiddish accent. She has come out of door
on fourth floor hallway and leans over
balustrade, looking down)
Sammy}... What's the matter, Sammy?

SAMMY
(wnderneath)
Nothin' mom. '

WOMAN
Come upstairs for supper.
(as they remain frozen)

Supper!

SAMMY
I'm comint ...
(They both rise; SAMMY dusts himself off;
he picks up his skooter)

_ : WOMAN
You're all right, Sammy?
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SAMMY

(slowly)

Yeah, I'm all right...

(without a look at FRANK he picks up his
skooter and starts up the ship ladder
stalrway slowly. FRANK watches him for
a moment, splts, then, hands in his
pockets, he crosses off left. There is
a pause)

(Spot on LITTLE MAN and GUIDE still watch~
ing stage right)

GUIDE
Pretty mean 1ittle cuss. Are they all like that?

LITTLE MAN
That!s what I'd like to know, Is that kid unusual or is it the result
of where he lives and what he asees?
(to LOUDSPEAKER)
Come on. Let's have the facts,

LOUDSPEAKER
Seattle, Washington.,
(Lights up on TWO WOMEN down right and
left. They stand at 2 step down right
and down left)

FIRST WOMAN
25¢% of all juvenile delinquency found in six and one half per cent
of the city area-- the slumse} *

LOUDSPEAKER
Richmond, Virginia.

SECOND WOMAN
50% of all juvenile delinquency found in eighteen per cent of the
city area~~ the slums] **

LOUDSPEAKER
Cleveland, Ohio.

FIRST WOMAN
47% of all juvenile delinguency found in seventeen per cent of the
city area~~ the slumgl ***

* NWSlumg and Blighted Areas in the United States", Edith Elmer Wood,
Federal Emergency Aﬂministratioa of Public Works Housing Bulletin
#1 P 13,

** Ibid

*k Thid
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LOUDSPEAKER
Philadelphisa, Pennsylvania.

SECOND WOMAN
46% of all juvenile delinquency found in nine per cent of the city
area~- the slums| *

(Lights out on WOMEN)

* nglumg and Blighted Areas in the United States", Edith Elmer Wood,
Federal Emergency Administration of Publie Works Housing Bulletin
#1, p. 13. :
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2B -~ TAST SIDE - WEST SIDE

(Standing before the house, right, LITTLE
MAN is jostled by a MAN holding a chair
with both his hands. On the chalir is

piled a breadbox and various other articles.
Under his arm he carries a broom. The MAN
crosses up to narrow stairway left leading
to upper center cubicle)

LITTLE MAN
That! s enough.
(to LOUDSPEAKER)
Where!s he going?

LOUDSPEAKER
Why don't you follow him and find out?

_ ‘ LITTLE MAN

0. Ko I will. |

(grabs GUIDE as latter starts off right)
Uhl Uh! You come with me,

(Spot out on LITTLE MAN and GUIDE as they
cross center)

(Lights up on upper center cubicle which
is cluttered with furniture, chairs, etc.
MIN is at stove, trying futilely to
polish it, MAN enters and stands hold-
ing the chair)

. MAN
Where do you want this, Min?

WOMAN (MIN)
(tired) ,
Oh, drop it any place. The room's so jammed up you can't move anyhow
Drop it and sit on it. Then you'll both be takin' up the same space.
That'll save somethin!.
(MAN drops the chair, then bends down and
holds up breadbox)

MAN
Where do you want the bdbreadbox?

WOMAN
I'1]l toke i%t.
(takes box and puts ‘it on stove)

MAN
(leaning on broom)
Where do you went the broom?

WOMAN
(excitedly)
How do I know! You got eyes in your head. Find a plaee for itl....
This is the last time I move if I have to rot here!




MAN
(good-humoredly)
How!'d you like a place on Fifth Avenue with nine bathrooms and a
swinmin' pool?®

WOMAN
(ecrosses, stops center)
(sharply)
How!d you like to go=—== _
(pause, then a bit kinder)
~~=back and get the rest of the stuffl

MAN
Lemme rest a 1little, will ya? Them three blocks seem plenty far away
when you're carrin' a load on your back.
(MAN sits on chair. WOMAN continues
cleaning around) '

WOMAN
They'll seem further away than that in a year or so when you look up
at them tall buildings and say to yourself, "I used to live there.t

MAN
What're they goin' to call it, Min?

WOMAN
Knickerbocker Village.

MAN

Knickerbocker Village! Sounds swell, What's the idea of it?

WOMAN .
The idea is they want to tear down the slums so poor folks can have
a decent place to livs,

MAN
Well, why don't we move in?

WOMAN
(looking up from her polishing)
I guess we're too poor. *

MAN
That don!'t make sense.

WOMAN
You said 1t}
(There is a pause)

* ZXnickerbocker Village rental = $12.50 per room per month,
Fred ¥, French Management Company, New York, N.Y.




MAN
(in a different tone)
Hey, Minl
(She turns and regards him for a moment)
5it down a minute, willya -~ I want to talk to you. Sit down.
(she shrugs her shoulders, moves chair over,
and sits center. He rises and crosses
left a step, then turns....slowly)
Looks like I won't be any better off in the next few years than I am
right now. Right?
(she just looks at him)
Looks 1ike we'll be 1ivin' in this dump or one Jjust like it for a long
time to come. Right?
(She continues to look at him)
( slowly)
How about us havin! a kigd?
(There is a pause)

WOMAN
(looks away)
No.

MAN
What'!s the use of us holdin' out and hopin'? Nothin's goin! to
change.

WOMAN
(decisively)
No.

MAN
I ain't gettin' any younger, Min., 1I'd like to see a piece of me
and you crawlin! around the house ~ sort of representin' ug after
welre gone...
(pleadingly, holding her chin)
Min...

WOMAN
(softly, but definitely and txrqlnb away)
We had two, didnit we?

v M&N
(patting her shoulder and turning away)
I know., ‘It ain't your fault., It ain't nobody's fault they died.

WOMAN
Listen to me, Jim. There's nothing wrong with me. And there's
nothin! wrong with you -~ you couldn!t heave that coal around the
way you do if there was...
(suddenly, leaning forward)
What made them kids die, Jim?

: MAN
(resignedly)
I guess it was Just bound to be, Min.
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, . WOMAN

(rises) *
Bound to be - hell! It!s the house we lived inl 1It's the houses we
always lived inl It's these walls and these lice and no sun and no
air and no decent food and these stinking toilets! That's what it is!

(hysterically)
And you want me to have another kid and have him die before he's a year
oldl Or maybe if he's lucky, grow up’' to be a gangster like Peg Leg
Lonergan or Two Gun Crowley and die with a cop's slug in his bellyl
No, I say, NO!..,.NC! God damn 1it, no.

(She stands there. Hold and BLACKOUT

on MAN and WOMAN. Spot on LITTLE MAN

and GUIDE sitting on 3 step, left.

LITTLE MAN heaves a deep sigh and shakes

his head despairingly)

, GUIDE
You want to know something? What goes on in these houses is pretty
much like what I showed you - back in 1850.... It's the same story
~all over again.

: LITTLE MAN
Yeah, that's what he said.
(points to LOUDSPEAKER)
It repeats itself., It just goes on and on.

GUIDE
Well, isn't anybody going to do anything about it?
LITTLE MAN -
Funny, you asking that question. That's just what I keep on asking.
GUIDE
Well, aren't they?
LITTLE MAN

I dunno.

: (points to LOUDSPEAKER)
I think he's got something up his sleeve. But he won't spring it yet.
+ssHoWw about taking a trip up to Harlem?

GUIDE
Harlem? :
LITTLE MAN
Up about a Hundred and Twenty-fifth Street. We'll take a subway.
GUIDE |
Subway? o
LITTLE MAN

gkip it. I always forget about you being---
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(from the audience--)

A WOMAN'!'S VOICE (Mrs.Buttonkooper)
Angus! Angus!

(They stop as spot on WOMAN coming up
stairway from pit to stage left)

LITTLE MAY
Oh, hello, dear.
(to GUIDE)
That'!s Mrs. Buttonkooper.

GUIDE
(tekes off hat and makes old-fashioned vow)
How do you do? : f

M2S. BUTTONKOQOPER
Angus, what are you doing up here, and who is that man in the funny
suit?
(GUIDE looks at his clothes bewildered)

, LITTLE MAN
Oh, himl He died about fifty years ago. We Just dug him up.

MRS. BUTTONKOOPER
Will you stop being a fool and get your hat and come with me?
Hurryl

LITTLE MAN
But, dearest.. vee

MRS, BUTTONKOCPER
Did you hear what I saidl

LITTLE MAN
But, darling....

MRS. BUTTONKOOFER
Angus X, Buttonkooper! Will you come with me this instant!

LITTLE MAN
(folding his arms, bravely and stamping
his foot) .
No. Not unless you tell me what it's all about.

MRS. BUTTONKOOPER
(looking around apprehensively)
Do you want everybody to hear?

LITTLE MAN
Certainly., I have no sccrets.

MRS, BUTTONKOOPER
(a very loud whisper)
There!s a new Housing Development. Williamsburg. They're taking
applications] *

* "Toward the End to be Achieved", the New York City Housing
Authority ~ Its History in Outline, 1937 - p. 10.
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LITTLE MAN
(in a dither of excitement)
Why didn't you say sol .
(starts pacing)
What did you stand there talking forl Why didn't you say somethingl
Why didn't you send me g~-~-

(They start toward steps. SPOT on
TENEMENT HOUSE COMMISSIONER, right)

TENEMENT HOUSE COMMISSIONER
Just a moment, Mr. Buttonkooper.
(They stop)
Remember me? I'm the Tenement House Commissioner,

LITTLE MAN
Can't talk to you now, Mr. Commissioner. I'm too busy.
(They start toward steps again)

TENEMENT HOUSE COMMISSIONER
That's what I want to talk to you about....There's no need for you to
rush like that. You see, we've got 1622 apartments in that Williams-
burg Development.*

LITTLE MAN
(rapturously)
1622 apartments!

TENEMENT HOUSE COMMISSIONER
esessbut we already have 19,000 applications for them. **

LITTLE MAN
Nineteen thou-- Chl
(Both stop and gasp)

COMMI SSIONER
So you see there's no need to rushl

BLACKQUT ON COMMISSIONER

MRS, BUTTONKOOPER

(sarcastically) _
You see! That's what you get when you go galavantin' all over the
place and nobody can find youl.....What are you doing here anyhow?

LITTLE MAN
I'm seeing a show. It's about Housing.

* "Poward the End to be Achieved”, the New York City Housing
Authority - Its History in Qutline, 1937 - p. 11,

** By July 12, 1937, 19,000 cémpleted applications for apartments in
the Williamsburg Development had been received - N.Y.C. Housing
Authority.
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MRS. BUTTONKOOPER
Houelng! Will they show us how we can get our hands on a lease for
one of those model developments?

LOUDSPEAKER
We're coming to that, Mrs, Buttonkooper. You'll just have to be
patient,

LITTLE MAN
(taking her arm - pushing her toward
steps)
That!s right, dear, You'll just have to be patient. Now go on hone
and wash the dishes or put the baby to sleep or something. I'1ll stay
here and find out all about everything, '

MRS, BUTTONKOOPER
(stops on top step)
I'1l do no such thing., The dishes are washed and the baby's asleep.
And if you're going to stay here and learn something, then so am I,
‘ (faces front)

"LITTLE MAN
All right, if that's the way you feel about it.

MRS. BUTTONKOOPER
That's the way I feel.

LITTLE MAN
But don't look at me up here. You'll make me nervous....

MRS, BUTTONKOOPER
Oh, don't be §illy——--

, LITTLE MAN
, (spotting empty seat-- pointing to it)
There's a seat., Sit in it,

MRS. BUTTONKOOPER
(looks at him-- is about to refuse, then
changes her mind)
Wait 'ti1 I get you home}
(goes down steps and sits in seat.
LITTLE MAN remains stage center)
On, g0 on---

LITTLE MAN
Well, where were we?

GUIDE
You sald something about a plnace called Harlem,

LITTILE AN
Oh, yeeh!l
(They start walking)
You know, I'm not so familiar with this neighborhood., I don't know
Just what to show you.
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LOUDSPEAKER

How about showing him the "Hot Bed"?

LITTLE MAN

(puzzled)

The "Hot Bed"?

LOUDSPEAKER
That's right, The "Hot Bed!. -

LITTLE MAN
Where'll I find 1it?

LOUDSPEAKER

Just wallk up Lenox Avenue and turn in any street-- 135th, 140th,
145th~~ almost any one will do,
(They walk acrome stage to right)




2=20=1

C =0 = 3

(Dim up on stage right cubicls, on TWO
: NEGROES., SECOND NEGRO asleep on cot.
: FIRST NEGRO stands in center of cubicle,
taking off coat)

FIRST NEGRO
(crosses to bed)
Hey, wake upl
(no response)
Come on there, man, UP!
(He shakeg him)

SECOND NEGRO
(rubdbing his eyes)
Huh? Whas' a matter?

FIRST NEGRO
Four o'clock, You had all the sleepin' you're goin' to.....

SECOND NEGRO
Ain't hardly closed my eyes.

FIRST NEGRO

(sitting on steps leading to main tenement.

He takes off his shoes and socks)
Well, you better open 'em pretty quick. I got some fast sleepin' to
do., M"Aquitania!" comes in at twelve o'clock midnight. I gotta be down
there and rassle that cargo.

(as SECOND NEGRO doesn't move)
All right, Jack, let your feet hit the floor. I said I got some
gleepin' to dol

SECOND NEGRO
I ain't goin' to git up...

FIRST NEGRO
You aintt eh?

SECOND NEGRO'
I'm sick and I'm goin'! to sleep. What you think I pay three dollars
a week for this bed for?

. FIRST NEGRO
Same reason I do, I expect. You gets your eight hours and I gets
mine and Bob, he gets his. And there aln't but twenty-four hours

in a day!
(crosses to bed)
Why don't you stop jibin' and get outa that bed.
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" SECOND NEGRO
Landlady tell me I can sleep as long as I like,

FIRST NEGRO
She did, eh? ,
(rolls him out of the bed and drops him
on the floor)
You can sleep there as long as you likel

SECOND NEGRO

(angry)
What you do that for?

FIRST NEGRO
(getting into bed and lying down)
Don't get sassy, sonny, All I want is what's comin' to me.

SECOND NEGRO

(on floor)
By God, I gotta sleep, I tell youl I gotta pain right here in the
middle and I gotta sleep.

(FIRST NEGRO rolls over, turning his

back to him)

What kind of thing I gotta put up with anyhow? In the bed, outa the
bedl First me, then you, then that other fellow., What kind of thing
is this anyhow!

(crawls on floor) o
Twelve hours a day, ten bucks a weekl Shine, Mister? Shine fem up
black, shine 'em up brownl In the summertime it!'s whitesiceee
Shine, Mister? No, boss, he dontt want no shine....

(as he crawls ffipther and sits on top step

of ship ladder stairway leading from street)
But I wanna sleep, I gotta sleep, d'you hear?

(He stops, then, as if talking to himself)
Try and get myself a decent room where a man kin lay his head when
he's got a sick belly. Landlady tell me white folks live here pay
thirty dollars for this flat. Black ones move in -~ forty-fivel *
Same rooms, same busted bannister, same lousy sinkl

(claps his hand to his stomach in a spasm

of pain) ‘
By God, what kind of thing is thisl

(pause...then slowly, intensely, reminiscently)
s+ oo member what my grandpop used to tell me - 'bout the old country
where he come from....

£l

-
-

* '"Report on Negro Community Housing", Will Thomas Williams,
Special Consultant,
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SECOND NEGRO (Cont'd)

(reciting the words verbdatim, as though

his §randp0p were speaking through his

lips
‘evssoWhen a man's got more misery'n he kin stand, and his bones ache.
and his eyeballs burnin! with fire and there's hot pain runnin' up
and down his arms and legs - you-know what he do? TYou know whatt....
He gred his machete, and run out into the clearing where all the
planters are stanin' with their whips in their hands and he yell as
loud as he can, AMOK, AMOK!

(quietly, as FIRST NEGRO sits up in bed

to listen)
You know what that mean? It mean I can't work no more! I'm craszy
from work and I don't wanta livel 1I'm going to bust right into you
and cut. you wide open and keep on cuttin'! until I'm dead! Until I'm
deadl
(suddenly struck with the idea)
Until I'm dead! :

(pause, then suddenly as the idea takes
' hold and possesses him)
Did you hear, did you hear me?
(FIRST NEGRO gets out of bed)
AMOK! . AMOK! AMOK!
(stands swaying, hystericellyes..)

(FIRST NEGRO stands watching him, SECOND
NEGRO shrieks and starts for FIRST NEGRO.
The latter crosses to him, shakes him
hard, then....)

FIRST NEGRO
What happens when one of these gws you talkin! adout goes out of his
head that way?

SECOND NEGRO
He fight until they kill him.

FIRST NEGRO

And then he's dead. And what good is it for him? And what good is
he for anybody else? ‘ ‘

(slowly) :
That ain't the way to do it, all by yourself. This kinda business
won't get you nowhere. When you don't like the way things are, and
you want to changs 'em, don't try to do it all by yourself. You
can't....You got to get 'em all together -~ and then you gotta do
somethin' -~ TOGETHER!

(Thers is a pause)
SECOND NEGRO
( slowly)
Do something? Like what?
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FIRST NEGRO

Like thisecesso

(Slowly he turns, facing out; then,

addressing an imaginary landlord....)
You g0 to the landlord and say: If you don't stop gougin'! us —
if you don't fix them rusty pipes and clean up this here house, you
know what we're goin' to do? YOU KNOW WHAT?

: (pause)

We ain't gonna pay no rentl

SECOND NEGRO
No rent?..... But they won't let me stay here., They'll kick me out.

‘ FIRST NEGRO
Sure they will - if you do it by yourself. But suppose everybody in
this whole house didn't pay the rent until every man had a bed of his
own and that sink downstairs was fixed -~ WOULD YOU GET IT FIXED OR
WOULDN'T YOU?
(There is a pause, the SECOND NEGRO regards
him for a moment, then, joyously)

SECOND WEGRO
( shouting)
No rent! We ain't gonna pay no rent}

; FIRST NEGRO
That's it ~- no rent!

TWO NEGROES ‘
No rent! Yo rent! ‘

BLACKOUT
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SCENE D - RENT STRIKE

(The music comes up)

LOUDSPEAKER
Harlem Rent Strike: New York, October 11, 1936.....four thousand
march in fight on Harlem rent risel* East Side Rent Strike -
New York, January 28, 1933 -~ 300 Tenants picket landlord,**

(Light up fourth floor -- THREE WOMEN come
out of the three doorways and stand in
hallway)

PIRST WOMAN
(pointing to gap in balustrade)
Three dollars a month more rent! Look at that bannister!

SECOND WOMAN
It's been just like this ever since I moved inl

FIRST WOMAN
Some day somebody's going to get hurt,

THIRD WOMAN
Nobody did yetl

FIRST WOMAN

That's right -~ nobody did yet! So let's not do anything until some
kid falls and breaks his skull on the landing down tharel

SECOND WOMAN
But what are we going to do?

FIRST WOMAN
Let's just sit back and pray.

THIRD WOMAN .
But what can we do asbout it?

FTIRST WOMAN

I'm not sure but I've got an idegcessss
BLACKOUT
(Music co@eé up again)
LOUDSPAAKER

Bronx Rent Strike - New York, Janunary 6, 1933 - 20 familios in
Charlotte Street tenement picket landlord.***

* New York Times, October 11, 1936~ tenants in Harlem parade,
sponsored by Consolidated Tenants! League, Harlem, N.Y.Ce

** Tbid - January 28, 1933, tenants of "Paradise Alley", Avenue A
and 11th Street, N.Y.C.

*k¥ Ibid ~ January 6, 1933 - tenants at 1433 Charlotte St.,Bronx, N.Y.
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(THREE WOMEIN rush down steps and into
third floor landing as light comes up.
THREE OTHER WOMEN meet them)

'FOURTH WOMAN

I'm not going to pay it -- that'!s whatl
FIFTH WOMAN

Three dollars a month more beginning October first!
FOURTHE WOMAN

What about Mrs. MacNamara-- where is she?

‘ (calling)
Mrs. MacNamaral

MRS. MacNAMARA
(stepping out of shadows of landing, right)
Here I aml! And I Jjust saw him}

FOURTH WOMAN
Are you going to pay it?

’ ’ MRS. MacNAMARA
Nol

FIFTH WOMAN
Are you going to move?

MRS. MacNAMARA
Nol

FIFTH WOMAN
What are you going to do?

MRS. MacNAMARA
I'11 tell you what I'm going to do -- I'm going to picket -~ and
s0 are you ~— and you --
(to SIXTH WOMAN)
and you, tool

SIXTH WOMAN
Picket? We can't picket!

A MRS. MacNAMARA
Why not? All you have to do is walk up and downl

SIXTH WOMAN
With signs? |

.

MRS. MecNAMARA
With signs and banners and everythingl Sure -~ if the men can do it --
s0 can wel

ELACKOUT

(Music comes up and continues throughout
LOUDSPEAKER'S announcement)
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LOUDSPEAKER
Brooklyn rent strike. - January 17, 1933, Two hundred members of the
Brooklyn Tenants! League plicket the landlord.*

(Lights come up on FIVE or SIX WOMEN
and TENANTS LEAGUE ORGANIZER in upper
center cubicle)

ORGANIZER
Do you know how much 1t'1ll cost him to evict each tenant? $25,001 ==
For forty apartments 1t'1ll cost him a thousand dollarsl

| ‘ TOURTH WOMAN
A thousand dollarsl He'!ll never spend it!}
: (There is a pause)

FIRST WOMAN
But is it right for us to stay here without paying rent?

ORGANI ZER
Is it right for him to raise rents when there's a housing shortage?
For us to be thrown out on the street? 1Is it?

CHORUS OF VOQICES
No!
(pause)

ORGANI ZER
And so, I'm proposing right now that we, members of the Tenants!

League, declare a rent strike nf all the tenants in this house. That
nobody move and nobody pay rent until the landlord --

FOURTH WOMAN
Until the landlord is willing to let us stay for the old rentl

CHORUS OF VOICES
Rightl

BLACKOUT

(Blacks in)

* New York Times -~ January 17, 1933, Tenants at 226 Barrett Street,
Brooklyn, N,Y.
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ACT 11

SCENE 3 — WHAT PRICE HOUSING? -

CHARACTERS

Guide

Little Man

‘Loudspeaker

Landlord

Repl Estate Operators

' (Landowner )

(First Broker -- Mr, Salt YLand Buying
(second " -~ -Mr, Spinach
(First Building Supply Man | )
(Second M " n YConstruction
(Cpntractor )
(Banker YFinance
(Mortgage Company President )
(Firsf Man =-- Government Taxes )
(second " -~ State " YCollectors
(Third " -- City " )
(Fourth " =~ Insurance Agent )
(Fifth " -~ ‘Coal Dealer )Operating
(Woman -~ Renting Agent YExpense
(sixth Man -~ Janitor )

Announcers -~ Government Housing Projects

(Piret Man
(second "
(Third
(Fourth "

Nathan Straus, Administrator, United:States Housing Authority
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ACT IT

SCENE 3 -- WHAT PRICE HOUSING?

(Spot wp on LITTLE MAN and GUIDE
sitting on 2 step down right,
Scene pleyed in front of blacks)

GUIDE
Sey, that's a new one on melecess

LITTLE MAN
Is it?

GUIDE

Never had anything like e rent strike in my day!l...Any good come
out of it? Did they get the rent cut? Did they get rid of the
roaches? Did they? '

LITTLE MAN
Well, er...

(looks at LOUDSPEAKER, helplessly)

LOUDSPEAKER
They did, In one case the rent was cut two dollars a month, In
another, the landlord was forced to comnly with the Multiple Dwelling
Laws, In other cases rent increases have been prevented, painting
done, drains repeired snd roaches exterminated, The City-Wide Tenants!
Council has on its record thoussnds of instrnces where repairs were made
snd rent adjusted only after action was takeni*

GUIDE
Well, well, well,

LITTLE MAN
(emiling happily)
‘Well, well, well,
: (takes out paper and pencil)
I'1l have to make g note of that. City~Wide Tenant's ~----
(He 60es)

, GUIDE
Then all you've g0t to do is join the union and all your troubles
870 OVery..

;
i

* fHow Tenant Organizstion keeps down Rents and Improves Housing
Conditioms.,® A table for the mopth of November, 1937, issued
by the City-Wide Tenante' Council, New York, N.Y. December 11,
1937,
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LITTLE MAN

Well, not exactly....You see -- or —- Well, you see, all they can do
for you is help keep the landlord from raising the rent, and see that
he obeys the laws, But they can't give you light and sunshine and a
decent place to live! Yol need new houses for that!

(He looks up at the LOUDSPTAKER for
approbation)

LOUDSPRAKER
That's telling him, Angusl

(LITTLE MAN smiles)
GUIDE

Well, why haven'!t you got there new houses; why aren't they building
new ones every day to replace the old ones?

(Spot on LANDLORD who enters)
left, crosses to center)

LANDLORD

I'1l tell you why.

LITTLE MAN
Oh, hello, Who're you?

LANDLORD

I'm the fellow who ¢an ansver that quertion, I'm a landlord.

LITTLE MAN
A landlord, Well, well, ,
(He intraduces him to GUIDE
Mister Gnide, I want you to meet a landlord,
(GUIDE bows)

LANDLORD ‘
Now the reason there's no incentive to the commercisl dbuilder to build
for the low income group is this: there's no money in it.* That's
simple, isntt 1it? :

LITTLE MAN
(crosses center to LANDLORD) .
But why is there no money in it? I don't want a marble palace, All
I want is a 1little light and air, fairsized rooms, and a few modern
plumbing gadgetsl

LANDLORD
You got any ideas what zoes into the building and operrtion of a house?

, LITTLE VAN
Sure, PFirst, the land has to be boughtese.

* WA Housing Progrem for the United Stotes," Nethan Straus, p.5 & 6
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LANDLORD
Uh~huh,
LITTLE MAN
sessand the contractor qnd laborers paid....
LANDLORD
That'!s right,
LITTLE MAN
essstherets taxes and the janitor, and -- and --
LANDLORD
‘Go on.
LITTLE MAN

seceand - and - well, I guess that's all,

LANDLORD
You guess that's alll Well, let me show you something!
(beckons off)
Hey, come herel
(Light up on FOURTEEN MEN and a WOMAN
who enter left and right. Music)

LITTLE MAN ;
(puzzled)
Say, who are sll these people?

LANDLORD

Don't rush me., That's what I'm going to show you.

(to MEN and WOMAN vho stand upstage)
Line up over here, where everybody can see you....That's right,

(THREE MEN éome to apron step and

line up, left -- LANDOTNER, center ---

FIRST BROKER, right, SECOND BROKER,

left)

(to LITTLE MAN and@ GUIDE)
Now, ybu two get out of the way...

(pause)

(LITTLE MAN and GUIDE stand at

2 step domn right)
Now, I'm a philanthropic sort of guy, see, and I love my fellow
men, So I decide to build a house where they can have light «— and
air -~ and --~ gnd -~ what else do you want?

LOUDSPEAKER
A few modern plumbing gadgets]

LANDLORD
A few modern plumbing gadgetz....Now I dontt want to make anything out
of it =~ much{ Just a couple of dollare.a year so I don't have to depend
on the 014 Age Security Act....
(crosses in front of line below apron step)
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‘ LANDLORD (Cont'd.) _ .

escoNow I want to rent my apartments for about seven or eight dollars
a room¥--Remember that, seven or eight dollars a room! -~ that!s for
the low-income brackets,,..S0 I draw my money out of the bank and I
go to work.,.. -

(crosses to MAN at end of line, left, who

has Just begun to whistle. This happens

each time -~ The MAN about to be approached

whistles)

(to first in line)
I want to buy a piece of your land on the East Side,**

| LANDOWNER
You'll have to consult my brokeras -- Pepper, Salt, Mustard and Cider,
220 Broadwad!

(indicates MAN next to him, center.
LANDLORD crosses)

LANDLORD
You Mister Pepper?
FIRST BROKER
No, I'm Salt, What can I do for you?
LANDLORD
I'd like to buy a piece of his property,
FIRST BROKER
Where'!s your broker?
‘ LANDLORD
Do I have to have onse, too?
FIRST BROKER

Certainly. I can highly recommend the firm of Beesns, Beans, Beans and
Spinach,

(indicates MAN next to him, right.
LANDLORD crosses)

LANDLORD
You Mister Beans?

SECOND BROKER
No, I'm Spinach., Whst can I do for you?
LANDLORD
I want to buy a piece of his property., Ask him how much he wants,

*  Average rentel for "First Houses" - $6,05, "First Houses" can be
considered as a ysrdstick for low-income rentsls in New York City,
Booklet - "First Houses," -~ New York City Housing Authority,p.26

** Land buying transection based on figures estimated by Real Estate
Board of New York, 12 East Llst Street, N.Y.C., in a survey made
October 1, 1936 - data furnished by Netional Associsrtion of
Builders, Owners and Mansagers,
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SECONT BROKER
(to FIRST BROKER)
How much?

FIRST BROXER
(to LANDOWNER)
How much?

LANDOWNER
(to FIRST BROKER)
Ten dollars a square foot.!

FIRST BROKER
(to SECOND BROKER)
Ten fifty a square foot!

SECOND BROKER
(to LANDLORD)
Eleven dollars a square foot!

LANDLORD
(to SECOND BROKER)
But he said ten fifty!

’ SECOND BROKER
That's my commission{

LANDLORD
(to FIRST BROKER)
And he said ten dollars!

FIRST BROKER
That's my commissionl!
LANDLORD
(doubtfully)
Eleven dollars!
LANDOWNER

(poking FIRST BROKER in the ribas)
Tell him I Jjust sold a small piece for twelve dollars.,

FIRST BROKER
(poking SECOND BROKER)
He says he Just sold a fairly large piece for sixteen dollars,

SECOND BROKER
(poking LANDLORD)
He says he Just sold a square block for nineteen dollara!

LANDLORD
But eleven dollars! That's an awful lot of money!....Can't we shave it
down Jjust a little? '
(He looks at SECOND BROAKER who turns
to FIRST BROKER, who turns to LANDOWNER)
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LANDOWNER
Ten dollsre, that's my price.

FIRST BROKER
Ten fifty, that's his price,

SECOND BROKER
Tleven dollars, that's his price.
(THREE MEN step back., After group
has spoken they remain frozen in
their last positions)

LANTLORD
(a deep sigh)
0.,K, I'll take it.,
(hands over money to SECOND BROKER)
Well, now I'm a man of property.

LITTLE MAN
What'd it cost you? ‘

(T"0 MEN step to apron step; they stand
right -~ FIRST BUILDING SUPPLY MAN, and
left -- SECOND BUILDING SUPPLY MAN)

LANDLORD
‘Plenty,

(crosses to MAN right -- FIRST BUILDING
SUPPLY MAN)

I want to build a house. Four stories high, walkup, plenty of light
and air, and -~ and =- '

LITTLE MAN
Plumbing gadgets!

_ LANDLORD
Yeah, How much for the materisls?¥®

FIRST BUITDING SUPPLY MAN
Fifteen thounsand dollers,

LANDLORD
Fifteen thousand! Too much,

PIRST BUILDING SUPPLY MAN
Why don't you try him?
(indicates left)
There may be a lot of sand in his cement but he's cheap.

LANDLORD
Thenks, I will, \

(crosees to MAN, left a little tired)
Want to build a house, Four stories, Light., Alr. Gadgets, How much?

* Average costs of meterial in 1936-37, furnished by Caldwell Wingete,
Builders, 101 Perk Ave,, New York, ‘ .
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SECOND BUILDING SUPPLY MAN
(looks at FIRST BUILDING SUPPLY MAN,
inquiringly, FIRST BUILDING SUPPLY
MAN holds up fifteen fingers, SECOND
BUILDING SUPPLY MAN nods, LANDLORD
suspecting something, swings around at
FIRST MAN but he's too late)
Fifteen thousand.,

| LANDLORD
That'e what he said, ,

. BECOND BUILDING SUPPLY MAN
Did he? What a coincidencel

LANDLORD
He also said your cement was full of sand.

‘ SECOND BUILDING SUPPLY MAN
That's O.K. So is his,

LANDLORD
(hesitant)
Well, I may as well go back to him, He saw me coming first,
(crosses back)
Here you are, Fifteen thousand,
(hands over money to FIRST BUILDING
SUPPLY MAN and crosses to MAN who
has come down and stands center, uo
from apron step)
You a contrsctor?

CONTRACTOR

Yeah, ‘

LANDLORD
Do I have to repeat it all or did you hear me talking to them?

CONTRACTOR
1 heard you,

LANDLORD
How much?

CONTRACTOR
Twenty~four thousand.

LANDLORD

(indignant)

Twenty-four ——-——=--

CONTRACTOR

That's right, My carpenters get twelve dollars a day,*

* Carpenters and Joiners District Council, 130 Madison Ave., New York,
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LANDLORD
Twelve dollars g e

LOUDSPEAKER ,
Don't let him get awsy with that one., Sure they get twelve dollars a
dey. And they probably worked three days last month}

LANDLORD
Oh, well seene
(starts counting out money and
stops in consternation)
Sey, I haven't got enough money!
(CONTRACTOR languidly turns away
and starts whistling)
What!ll I do? '

CONTRACTOR
(stops whistling)
Try the bank,
(Steps up as TWO MEN come down and
stand on apron step right and left)

LANDLORD
Thanks,
(crosses to MAN, left -- BANKER)
I want a mortgege, :

' BANKER
Sorry, Got too many!
LANDLORD
 What'll I do?
’ BANKER
Try the Mortgage Company,
LANDLORD

Thenks, ‘

« (crosses to MAN, right -~ MORTGAGE COMPANY
PRESIDENT)
I want = mortgsge,

| MORTGAGE COMPANY PRESIDENT
Sure, We'll float bonds, Six percent,.,*

LANDLORD
Six percent!:

‘ MORTGAGE COMPANY PRESIDENT
Plus my commission!

LANDLORD
Your commission!,.......0,K, Give me the money,
(MORTGAGE COMPANY PRESIDENT hands
over money, LANDLORD crosses back
to CONTRACTOR) -

* New York State Mortgage Commission,




Here you are.

who'tre yout

LANDLORD (Cont'd.)

Twenty~four thou-——---

(stops, hears whistling of MAN,
standing directly back of
CONTRACTOR on 3 step. His
hand is outestretched, The COL~-
LECTORS follow FIRST MAN, circling
past the LANDLORD, all with their .
hands outstretched, while he, in
bewildered fashion hands them money
as they ask for it,)

Government, taxes,
(LANDLORD peys him)

Who're you?

Stoate, taxes.

Who 're you?

City, taxes.

Who're you?

Insurance,

Who're'you?

Coal,

Who'!re you?

Renting Agent,

Who're you?

(same business)

(same business)

(same business)

(same business)

(same business)

I'm the Janitor!
(The circle freezes)

FIRST MAN

LANDLORD

SECOND MAN

LANDLORD

THIRD MAN

LANDLORD

FOURTH MAN

LANDLORD

FIFTH MAN

LANDLORD

WOMAN

" LANDLORD

SIXTH MAN

2-3-8
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LANDLORD
Thank God! ,
(He goes down and sinks.exhausted on
*  apron step.center, There is a pause.....)

LOUDSPEAKER
Well, now what?
‘ LANDLORD
Wait a minute, will you?
LANDLORD

(He takes out a sign: MAPARTMENTS FOR
RENT," and hangs it around his neck,
LITTLE MAN seeing the sign, rushes to
center)

LITTLE MAN
Have you got an apartment to rent?
(LANDLORD still exhausted, nods)
Pretty fair-sized rooms?

LANDLORD
U'h‘huh .
LITTLE MAN
~~=-=and - er - modern plumbing gadgets?
LANDLORD
Uh-huh, \
LITTLE MAN
(suddenly)
Got a three-room apartment left?
LANDLORD:
Utl"'hUh »
LITTLE MAN
(incredulous) B
Did you say, uh~huh?
LANDLORD
Uh~buh,
LITTLE MAN

(beside himself with excitement)
Now lemme get this strright ~- fair-sized rooms, light, snd airy, modern
gadgets ~ And you've got an spartment for met

LANDLORD
Uh-h\lh [

LITTLE MA,
( same)
For the love of Mike, how muchk is the. ren¥?
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LANDLORD | 3

Twenty-five dollars a rooml

(Music)

BLACK OUT AND HOLD

LOUDSPEAKER

Wait a minmute! Hold it! Don't blackout on that yet! Bring those
lights up -~ full}

(they come up)
That's better, This scene isn't over yet!

(pause)
Now, Mister Landlord, we know that the conditions you showed us exist,
They ware a little exaggerated verhaps, but they exist...But we can't
Just let it zo at that., We can't let people walk out of this theatre
knowing the diseesse is there, but believing there's no cure., There
is a cure!

LANDLORD
What is 1t?

LOUDSPEAKER

(pause)
You see, every one of those people who had his hand in your pocket while
you were building that house, wae inspired by the profit motive ~- the
Landowner, the Broker, the Building Supply Men, the Contractor, and you,
too, you were all out to get yours -~ and you did! ,..But there's one
thing yéu've got to stop taking profits on -- and that!s human misery!
If you can't build chesp houses ~- 2nd you've Just proved that you can't
~~then let somebody do it who can~-end I mesn the United Stetes Govern-
ment —- for inst=znce,

(Enter left, MAN holdmg in front of him

on a large board, a relief model of a

housing project, Stands at 2 step, down

left) '
Chicago, I11in0iseecsess

FIRST MAN
Government Housing Project -~ Jane Addams Houses - $7.38 per room per
month!"‘......

(Exits)
(Enter SECOND MAN, down right, same business)
LOUDSPEAKER
Memphis, Tennessee,.....
SECOND MAN
Government Houeing Project -- Dixie Homes —- $6.51 per room per monthi**

(Exits)

(Enter THIWD MAN, down left -~ ssme business)

* (Congressional Record, August 13, 1937,
** THid,
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LOUDSPEAKER ”
Detroi.'t coagey

THIRD MAN
Government Housing Project --- Brewster Housee - $5. 78 per room per
month}*
(Exits)

(Enter FOURTH MAN, down right ~- same business)

LOUDSPEAKER
Cleveland.eee.. ‘
FOURTHE MAN
Government Housing Project -- Lakeview Terrace -- $5.53 per room per
month }w«
(Exits)
LANDLORD
Did they say, "government?!
LANDOWNER
Government?
FIRST BROXER
(to CONTRACTOR)
Did he say, "government?"
‘ LOUDSPEAKER
Yes, I said "governmentl®
. "LANDOWNER
But that's socialism}
SECOND BROKER

It's an invasion of private rights!

BANKER
It's contrary to economic laws!

MORTGAGE COMPANY PRESIDENT
By God, it's unconstitutionall

LOUDSPEAKER
It is, is it?,...Let!s hear what Nathan Straus, Administrator Uhited
States Housing Authority has to say about that!

(Enter STRAUS left, crosses to center
and stands up from apron step)

*Congressional Record, August 13, 1937
**Tbid
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STRAUS ,
There 1is no refurm within my memory that has not been attacked as an
invasion of private rights and as contrary to economic laws, There
is usually the added comment that it's unconstitutional.....

(He bows to MORTGAGE COMPANY PRESIDENT)

esseWe have only to recall the history of the enactment of Workmen's
Compensation Laws, of the Income Tax Laws, of the laws creating a Public
Service Commission to curb improper practices of the Public Utility
Corporations., In every one . of these cases werwere told that the new
legislation was contrary to economic laws, in thet it interfered with
private initiative., In practically every cese we were told that it was
unconstitutionsl, Yet each of these reforms hae been written into the
laws of our land.*

(HOLD AND

BLACKOUT

*"A Housing Progrem for the United States" -~ Nathan Straus, P,l2.




",..one third of a nation,.."

ACT 1I

SCENE 4 -- GOVERNMENT HOUSING

et

CHARACTERS

Little Man

Guide

Loudspesker

United States Senate-

Group of three Senators
" " two 1t

Hon, William E. Borsh-- Idaho
*  Robert F. Wagner-- New York

Hon. C. 0. Andrews-- Florida

*  Harry ¥. Byrd-~ Virginia
"  Millard E.Tydings-Maryland

Group of two Senators

Vice~President, John N. Garner

Clerk of Senate

) Stage left
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ACT I1I

SCENE 4 -~ GOVERNMENT HOUSING

(Spot on LITTLE MAN and GUIDE at 2 step
down right., Scene played in front of
blacks)

LITTLE MAN
(pacing, excitedly) :
Five dollars a room, six dollars a room....Lakeview Terrace®...ess
First Houses**,.. That's the kind of place I want to live in}

GUIDE
Well, why don't you?

LITTLE MAN
Didn't you hear what he said? .
(points to LOUDSPEAKER)
My chances of getting a flat in one of 'em are about three thousand
six hundred to one. THREE THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED TO ONE!***

GUIDE
Well, why don't they build more of 'em?

. LITTLE MAN
Wny don't they builde-
(stops short in amazement, then)
Say, that's right! Why don't they? ' 3

: . GUIDE
I don't know. I'm asking you..., You - er still have a Congress,
don!t you?

LITTLE MAN
Certainly we've got a Congress!

GUIDE
Do they -~ er ~ still pass laws?

LITTLE MAN
Certainly they still pass laws!

GUIDE

Well, what're they doing about 1t?

LITTLE MAN
What are they -- say ~—-= Scems to me I remember reading something
aboute..
(to LOUDSPEAKER)
Heyl What's this about a Housing Bill they passed some time last
summer?

* Congressional Record -~ August 13, 1937,

**  Average rental for "First Houses" $6,05 per room, per month--

' booklet, "First Houses", p. 26, New York City Housing Authority.
*¥* Based on figures from New York City Housing Authority.
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(Lights come dp on five groups of SENATORS
and VICE~-PRESIDENT GARNER. The groups
stend stage right, center, and stage left-—-
a group of three at 2 step down right, a
group of two upstage right; two Senators
center, a group of three down left, and a
group of two up left.

VICE~-PRESIDENT GARNER stands on 2 step down
left)

LOUDSPEAKER
February 27, 1937....The Wagner-Steagall Housing Bill is introduced in
the Senatel* The Wagner-Steagall Housing Bill;

(Enter CLERK of SENATE. He stands down
left at 2 step)

CLERK
To create a United States Housing Authority, to provide financial
assistance to the States and the political subdivisions thereof for
the elimination of unsafe and unsanitary housing conditions; for the
development of decent, safe and sanitary dwellings for families of
low income; and for the reduction of unemployment and the stimulation
of business activity....For these purposes there shall be made avail-
able, the sum of one billion dollars.**

(Exits)

LOUDSPEAKER
Senator William X. Borah of Idaho.

BORAH
(stands left center)
Mr, President....

GARNER
Does the Senator from New York yield to the Senator from Idaho?***

WAGNER
(stands right center, facing BORAH)
Certainly,

BORAH
Is the Senator gning to discuss the question of causes of slums? Why
do we have these awful degraded conditiong7*w** «

LOUDSPEAKER
Senator Robert ¥. Wagner of New York.

WAGNER
I think it is a very simple matter. It is because of the low incomes
received by the individuals who live in the slums., That is the funda-
mental diffieulty. If overnight we could increase their incomes by a
more fair distribution of the wealth of the country, we would not have
any slumsl¥***% :

* New York Times, February 235, 1937,

b Ibid

*¥%  Congressional Record - Senate, August 2, 1937, p. 10358.
w#*% Ibid | xewaw Thid
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LOUDSPEAKER ‘
Senator C. 0. Andrews of Florida.

ANTREWS
(stands down left)
Mr. President, I should like to ask the Senator from New York where
the people who live in the slums come from,*

WAGNER
(turning toward ANDREWS)
A great many of them have been here a long time. What does the Senator
mean by, "Where do they come fromt" Whether they have come from some
other country?**

_ ‘ ANDREWS
I think we ought not to offer any inducement to people to come in from
our country or foreign countries or anywhere else and take advantage
of our government in supplylng them with homes. TFor instance, if we
examine the birth records in New York, we will find that most of the
people there in the slums were not born in New York, but the bright
lights have attracted them from everywhere, and that is one reason why
there are so many millions in New York without homes|***

LOUDSPRAXER
Despite his position during the debate, Senator Andrews voted for and
supported the Bill in its final form,****

BORAH
Mr. President.... . :
(Bnter CLERK left. He hands GARNER a slip
of paper. Three raps of a gavel are heard.
CLERK exits)

GARNER
(reads)
The appropriation for the Wagner-Steagall Housing Bill has been re-
duced from one billion to seven hundred million dollarsl*w**¥
N .
' LOUDSPEAKER -
Senator Harry F. Byrd of Virginia.

BYRD
(stands down left in group with ANDREWS)
Mr. President, I offer an amendment, the purpose of which is to prevent
the extravagance which has occurred in other hcmestead projects built
tiaroughout the country....This amendment i1s presented for the purpose
of preventing the expenditure of more than four thousand dollars per
family unit, *kxx*

WAGNER

Those who ars not in sympathy with our efforts to do something for the
one third of the - people of the United States who are ill-housed~-some-
thing to give these unfortunate people who have not sufficient income to
enable them to live in decent quarters a chance for life-- will feel
that the amendment of the Senator from Virginia ought to be adopted and
the bill defeated. I say very candidly to the Senate that if the amend-
ment of the Senator from Virginia is adopted it will kill the bill.**t:*

* Congressional Record - Senate, Aug. 2, 1937, p. 10368-9

*%  Thid %% Tbid ****Ibid, August 6,1937, p.8373. .

kwkk*Now York Times, July 23,1937, ******Cnongressional Record~Senate
Avg. 4, 1937, p. 10548-55,  wwwwwxs Tbid -
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(Enter CLERK down left. He hands GARNER
another slip of paper. Three raps of
the gavel are heard)

GARNER

(reads)
The appropriation for the Wagner-Steagall Housing Bill has been reduced
from seven hundred million to five hundred twenty-six million dollars!*

(Bis voice fades and lights dim down as a

large screen rises up. Blacks out. The

voices of the SENATORS fade but are heard

debating in a vague sort of mumbo jumbo

pattern under the LOUDSPEAKER. Music)

: BYRD
Does the Senator think this low income group about which he is talking--
and I am thoroughly in accord with that—---

WAGNER
If the Senator is in accord with that, he should not suggest this
amendment because he may be able to do in Virginia what he suggests,
but there will be few areas in the United States where a room can be
built for a thousand dollars, and under the Senator!'s smendment this
benefit would be limited to a few localitiesl**

LOUDSPEAKER
Senator Millard E. Tydings of Maryland.

TYDINGS

(stands down left in group with ANDREWS and BYRD)
Mr. President, I think the amendment of the Senator from Virginia is
liberel. If these people cannot be rehabilitated at four thousand
dollars per family, then we had better give up slum clearancel***

(while debate is going on second series of

movies of City appears*¥** with running

commentary by)

LOUDSPEAKER

(ARTAS OF NEW YORK including Brooklyn Bridge)
This is New York City. in 1938, considered by many to be the wealthiest
city in the world. Skyscrapers, Wall Street, the Empire State. In
some part of this area seven million people***** have a place they call
"home " /

(PARK AVENUE - and sign "NO DOGS ALLOWED")
Park Avenue where some of America's millionaires have their homes,

(PUSHCARTS)
The same Park Avenue - further along. The rent is much cheaper here.
Dogs run all over the place and nobody minds.

( TENEMENTS) »
Slums, The lower East Side.

(AIRSHAFT)
Alr and sunshine, primary requirements for growing children., --

» N. Y. Tinmes- Augc 17 1937,

** Congressional Record - Senate, Aug. 4,1937 - p,10548-55.

%% Ibid.

w*x*Movies consist of shots taken by N;Y.City Housing Authority and
those taken "on location" by Director and Technical Staff "...one
third of a nation,,." Winter-1937. Continuity by Living Newspaper
technical staff.gd***** N,Y.City Health Dep't.Quarterly Bulletin -
1937,
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LOUDSPEAKER (Cont'd.)

(DIRTY YARD)
To avoid being hit by automobiles children are advised to play in their
backyards.

(MAN EMERGES FROM CELLAR DOOR)
Yes, he lives down there.

(REAR HOUSE)
See those vertical ladders on the fire escapes? How would you like to
climb down one of those in the middle of the night when a fire breaks
out?

(BARRED WINDOWS)
Or try to get through these barred windows,

(FIRE SCENE)
And there are fires. How many lives were lost in this one? How many
people were trapped in the halls? How many old men and women missed
their footing on those vertical ladders? How many firemen were killed
when the wall caved in?

(DIRTY YARD)
A home with a view,

(TWO WOMEN ENTERING TOILET ROOM)
Qut of a sick-bed two flights down.

(OLD-FASHIONED WATER CLOSETS)
Modern plumbing -- more modern plumbing.

( GARBAGE CANS AND A DEAD RAT)
Out of the slums of New York City ... typhus ... meningitis «,.
tuberculosgis.

(FAUCET IN YARD)
One faucet for the whole house and that's in the yard.

(GARBAGE CANS)
A million and three quarter* people look at these every day of their
lives. Garbage...filth,,.disease...crime...slums!

(Voices of SENATORS are raised higher and
higher in dispute as one group right shouts:
"PASS THE BILL! PASS THE BILL!" The other
group left shouts: "POINT OF ORDER."

Movies end with projection of hand with
gavel in it, descending, then crash of
gavel, then)

GARNER
The Wagner-Steagall Housing Bill, with an appropriation of five hundred
twenty~six million ¢ llars, is passed]**

(Blacks come in; Music)

BLACKOUT

* MHousing or Else", p. 8 Langdon W. Post, New York City Housing
Authority - 1936

** New York Times, August 22, 1937.
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CT II

SCENE S - IOOKING FORWARD

c CTERS

Loudspeaker
Little Man

Langdon W, Post - Former Tenement House Commissioner, New York City -
Voice

Helen Alfred, Secretary and Executive Director, National Public
Housing Conference

Hon, Fiorello H. La Guardia, Mayor, New York City
Landowner, 1800 -~ Same as Act I, Scene 3
Landlord, 1938 -- Same as Act II, Scene 3

Mrs. Buttonkooper

Tenants of the HOUSE -~ Same as Act I, Scene 1.
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4CT II
SCENE 5 ~ LOOKING FORWARD

(After short musical interlude follow
spot picks out the LITTLE MAN, down
right, He paces agitated, then crosses
stage, to center)

LOUDSPEAKER
Heyl

\ (no answer; he continues pacing)
Heyl What are you doing?

LITTLE MAN
(without stopping)
Arithmetic, _
LOUDSPEAKER
Arithmetic?
LITTLE MAN

That's right,

(He stops; leans forward, intently)
I suppose you noticed how they cut that Bill down to half of what
Senator Wagner originally asked for.*

LOUDSPEAKER
I noticed it.

LITTLE MAN
0f course, 526 million is a lot of money.

LOUDSPE&KER
0f course.

LITTLE MAN

I could do o lot of things with 526 million.

LOUDSPEAKER
Sure you could. But where does the arithmetic come in?

(Blacks in)

LITTLE MAN
Well, I'm taking ten per cent of 526 million ==

LOUDSPEAKER
You mean five hundred million -~ twenty-six million goes for main-
tenance—~** :

* Original sppropriation Wagner-Steagall Bill, $1,000,000,000. ~-Ed.

** Wagner-Steagall Act as passed, —-Ed.
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LITTLE MAN
All right, five hundred million., Ten per cent of that is fifty
million -~ which is all that any one State can get under the terms
of the Bill.™ Right?

| LOUDSPEAKER
Right. :

LITTLE MAN
Well, I'm taking that fifty million and trying to fit it into the New
York City Housing problem.

LOUDSPRAKER
But you can't do that,

LITTLE MAN
You're telling mel

LOUDSPEAKER

That fifty million is for the whole State.** According to Mayor
La Guardia the most New York City can hope to get is thirty million.***

LITTLE MAN ‘
As I was saying. I'm taking that thirty million and trying to fit it
into the New York City Housing problem.

LOUDSPEAKER
That!s fine. Before you begin, let me show ynu what the New York City
Housing problem really is -- in dollars and cents. This i1s Langdon
Post, former Tenement House Commissioner.

VOICE OF POST
A conservative estimate of the cost of removing the slums in New York
City alone is sbout two billion dollarsg]*#**

LOUDSPEAKER .
Two billion dollars! There's your problem in arithmetic, Mr. Button-
kooper., How to make thirty million equal to two billion.

LITTLE MAN
(with paper and pencil)
Thatts what.I'm working on,

LOUDSPEAKER
Well, what's the answer?

* Wagner-Steagall Act as passed. -Ed.

ok Ibid

*%%  New York Post, January 27, 1938,

#x¥% Tetter to Living Newspaper from Langdon W. Post — Dec.10,1937
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LITTLE MAN

A headache. ‘
~ (He starts pacing again; he stops)
Do you realize that the Wagner Bill at the end of four years will have
solved less than two per cent of the Housing prodlem in New York City?™
Do you realize that, at that rate it will take us more than two hundred
years before every slum in New York has been demolished?** -- And by .
that time the ones they're building now will be slums and we'll be back
just where we started.

(He crosses down; then, intently)
Remember, I want to live in one of those new developments! I dontt
give a damn about my great-great grandchildreni

(pause, then, more composed)
You know, when I heard all those Senators arguing, I got a funny feel-
ing. I thought maybe I was crazy..... Tell me, isn't there anybody
else who's taken the troubdle to figure this thing out? Doesn't any~
body know what the score is?

LOUDSPEAKER
Most of the local Housing authorities have studied the matter.

LITTLE MAN
Well, let!'s have itl What do they say? Let's hear somebody say
something,

LOUDSPEAKER
Helen Alfred, Secretary and Executive Director of the National Public
Housing Conference.

(Spot on MISS ALFRED, at 2 step, down right)

MISS ALFRED
The Wagner-Steagall Housing Act lays a permanent foundation for the
too long delayed attack on dangerous agd unsanitary housing conditions
prevalent throughout the country. But in view of the great need for
new accommodations, the sum stipulated is pitifully inadequate.***
(Light out on MISS ALFRED. Spot on
LA GUARDIA, down left)

LCUDSPEAKER
The Honorable Fiorello H. La Guardia, Mayor of New York City.

LA GUARDIA
The Wagner-Steagall Housing Bill with its provisions for 500 million
dollars for rehousing the nation is a step in the right direction, but
only a step -- a drop in the bucket!**** It is therefore my intention
to start a bullding program aside and apart from, and in addition to
the Federal program.....l have therefore requested the Board of Esti-
mate to be prepared to act upon a resolution appropriating funds to

* Thirty million dollars is one and one~half per cent of two billion
dollars., -Ed.

*® At rate of thirty million dollars in four years, it will take 356
years for the total appropriation to equal two billion dollars.~Ed.

w#¥ Tnterview with Miss Alfred - Dec. 7, 1937,

*»%¥ speech made at conference of Mayors, Washingten,D.C.,Nov.17,1937,
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LA GUARDIA (Cont'd.)
take care of interest charges and amortigation of capital investments
for the construction of low rent houses....Remember, slums cannot be
wished away, nor even legislated away., THE ANSWER IS BUILDING! ¢
(Lighte out on LA GUARDIA)

LOUDSPEAKER
Well, there you are., Feel any better?

LITTLE MAN
No=== but at least I know that if I'm crazy, I'm in pretty good companyi
dccording to all those fellows we're not much better off than we were
beforesess

LOUDSPEAKER
Less than two per cent better, according to your arithmetic.

LITTLE MAN
Well, what ars ws going to do about 1t7?
(excitedly)
Are we going to take it lying down like mice? Qr, are we men?
(starts taking off his coat)

LOUDSPEAKER
. What are you going to do now?

LITTLE MAN
I'm going to find the guy who's responsible for these slum conditionsl
I'11 tell him something all right, all right!

LOUDSPEAKER
Do you know who it is?

LITTLE MAN
Certainly I know who it is! What do you think I came to see this
show forl
(Goes to wings right, and leads out to
. center, LANDOWNER 1800 - Act I.Scene 3)
There you arel
(pointing to tenement)
Do you see that? ILook at it! You started all this when you began to
gpeculate in landl ‘

: LANDOWNER
All T d4id was sit. Remember?

LITTLE MAN
Yeah, I remember. And while you sat the town grew up around you. Land
values went up, and because people had to have a place to live in, this
is the resultl

LANDOWNER
Well, what are you going to do about it?

* New York Post, January 27, 1938,
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LITTLE MAN
(taken aback).
Huh?

LANDOWNER
(belligerently)
I said, what are you going to do about it? Do you think you can take
the land away from my descendants and make it public property? Do you?

LITTLE MAN
(doubtfully)
NO = 0. .

LANDOWNER
Thatts all I wanted to knowl Good-bye.
(He crosses off, right leaving a bewildered
LITTLE MAN, down center)’

LOUDSPEAKER
You certainly told him something, 211 right, all right.

LITTLE MAN

(sheepishly)
He was too quick for me....But there's another guy I'm going to get
my hooks into and he won'}$ get away so fastl

(crosses to wings, left, shouting)
Hey, come on out herel

(He emerges, bringing on the LANILORD

of Act 2, Scene 3)
You're to blame for that! You and the high rents you collect every
monthl Do you know the percentage of income used for rent is higher
here than in any other country on the face of the earth? *

LANDLORD
Vell, what are you going to do about it?

LITTLE MAN
I'11 tell you what we're going to dol We're goint to march right wp
to Albany and get some emergency rent laws passedl That'll take care
of you all rightl}

LANILORD
(calmly)
Is that all?

LITTLE MAN
(& bit shaken by his calm)
Well - er - isntt it enough?

* "Yearbook of Labor Statistics" - 1935-1936 ~ International Labor
Qffice, League of Nations, Geneva.
"American Public Housing through British Eyes", Richard Reiss
in, "Housing 0fficials Yearbook", 1936
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. LANTLORD
I don't think s0.... 43 I recall, you fellows marched up to Aldany
in 1920, 1924 and 1926«* In each case Emergency Rent Laws were passed.
f . (suddenly) ‘
Are you paying any less for your apartment todhy than you did then?

LITTLE MAN
No. )

o o LANDOWNER
That's all I wanted to Knowl Qoodsbye.
(He crosses off)

LOUDSPEAKER
You certainly got your hooks into him all right.

LITTLE MAN
Let!'s not talk about it,

LOUDSPEAKER

0f course those emergency rent laws did prevent rents from going still
hi gher.

LITTLE MAN
(explosively)
Sure they didl

LOUDSPEAKER
Well, why didn't you tell him that!

LITTLE MAN
He =« er - he was too quick for me.

‘ LOUDSPEAKER
I see... Well, what next?

LITTLE MAN
Let's see now...there was the Landowner - and thé Landlord - and -
er = I guess that's sall,

LOUDSPEAKER

Isn't there something you've forgotten, Mr. Buttonkooper?
LITTLE MAN

What 1g it?
LOUDSPZAKER

How about the thing that's made these slum conditions possibdle for the
last hundred and fifty years? The thing that makes people like you
and everybody else sit back and say, "Well, this is the way it always
has been and this {3 the way it'e always going to bell '

LITTLE MAN
What thing is that?

* New York State Statutes - Municipal Reference Library.
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' LOUDSPZAKER
eesit!s called "inertia.t

LITTLE MAN
Inertia?
(He looks puzzled)

MRS. BUTTONKOCPER
(rising from seat in audience)
Don't loock so surprised, Angus. That's just what it is = inertial
(Spot picks her up as she comes down aisle
and uwp on stage, left. Stands facing LITTLE
MAN)
You know about these conditions and so do I and so does everybody
else that lives in 'em ~ but we don't do anything about iti

LITTLE MAN
By 2olly, that!'s right. According to what welve scen here tonight
people have been going arnund for a hundred years or more - taking
notes, making surveys - but nobody's ever done anythingl

MRS, BUTTONKOCPER
That's it...%What good are all those surveys and speeches to us when
we've got to live in a place almost as bad as that twenty-four hours
a day! ... What good are all those new laws that nobody obeys when
moybe those kids are going to turn out to be crooks or murderersi-—

LITTLE MAN
Sure! And what good are all those Housing Bills that take care of
less than two per cent of the trouble. What good are they when we
still have this?
(points to tenement)

MRS. BUTTONKOOPEZER
Look at it - and don't forget - that isn't only New York. It's
Philadelphia and Chicago and Boston and St. Loulsl ...According to
a man named Roosevelt, it's one third of a nationl®* QOne third of a
nation is just like that in 19381

LITTLE MAN
(pause) .
Well, what are we going to do about 1t?

MRS. BUTTONKOOP
I don't know yet, —- but it seems tn me —~--
( suddenly)
Angus, how much did you say thet Wagner Bill was for?

LITTLE MAN
526 million.

* Second Inaugural Address. Hon, Franklin D. Rocsevelt, President
of the United States, Washington, D.C., Jan. 20, 1937.




MRS. BUTTONKOOPER
526 million ~ for four years! Why was that bill cut down from a
billion dollars, Angus?

LOUDSPEAKER
Because they're trying to balance the budget.

MRS. BUTTONKOOPER
Balance the budget? What with? Human lives? Misery? Disease?

(A whistle is heard as)

LOUDSPEAXER '
FLASH.* New York, February 24, the cracking walls in three buildings
at Avenue C and 12th Street caused all the tenants to flee for their
lives. A few minutes after they had abandoned their homes and pos~
sessions, two of the buildings collapsad,**

LOUDSPEAKER
FLASH, New York, March 9th, thirty men, women and children were forced
to flee for their lives when the walls in snother old-law tenement
at 82 St. Marks Place began to crack. This is the SECOND case of the
kind in the last two weeksg,***

- v S Oy

LOUDSPEAKER
FLASH, New York, March 12th, this afternoon at 843 St. Nicholas
Avenue, Manhattan, a fire broke out in a FIRE ESCAPELESS three story
tenement, Leaping from a second floor window, a woman was impaled
on a spiked fence and a three year old child was asphyxiated. Mayor
lLa Guardia visited the scene and promised a thorough investigation.****

MRS. BUTTONKOOPER
Say, Mister, how much was the appropriation for the Army and Navy?

LOUDSPEAKER
The appropriation for the Army and Navy for the last four years was
three billion, 125 million dollars, **%¥*

- News flashes.of events that have occurred are used--calamaties
that are traceable to bad housing. The three above flashes
have been used to date.~Ed.

b Reported by Resesrch Worker on Living Newspaper Staff, 2~24-38.

#*¥* . Dpily Mirror, March 9, 1928,

k%%  Naw York Sun, March 12, 1938.

*xx%® Poreign Policy report - Pebruary 15, 1237., Vol.l2, No.23,
Foreign Policy Association.
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, LITTLE MAN
Three billion, 125 nmillion dollars., Why -~ why ~ that's more than
enough money to clean out every slum in New Yorkl
(pacing excitedly)
Well, what are we going to do?

MRS, BUTTONKOOPER
(interrupting)
You know what we're going to do~— you and me? We're going to holler.
And we're going to keep on hollering until they admit in Washington
it's just as important to keep a man alive as it is to kill him!

LITTLE MAN
Will that do any good? .

MRS. BUTTONKOOPZER
Sure it will, If we do it loud enough!l

LITTLE MAN
You think they'll hear us?

MRS. BUTTONKOOPER
They'll hear us all right if we all do it together-- you and me and
La Guardia and Senator Wagner and the Housing Authorities and the
Tenant Leagues and everybody who lives in a place like thatl
(pointing to tenement., TENANTS start
to fill the tenement as lights come up
on it)

LITTLE MAN
(excitedly)
All right, all right, when do we begin?

MRS. BUTTONKOOPER

Right now.

LITTLE MAN
Now?

MRS. BUTTONKOOPER
Now!

(She crosses down center)

( shouting) :
We want a decent place to live in! I want a place that's clean and
fit for a men and woman and kids! CAN YOU EEAR ME -~ YOU IN WASHINGTON
OR ALBANY OR WHEREZVER YOU ARE! GIVE ME A DECENT PLACE TO LIVE IN}
GIVE ME A HOME! A HOME!

- LITTLE MAN
Do you think they'll hear us?

MRS. BUTTONKOOPER
And if we don't make them hear us you're going to have just what you've
always had ~--~ slums-- disease~~ crime-~ juvenile delingquency...and.,.
a.ndbco E
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(TENANTS start activities as in Act I -
- Scene 1, Smoke starts to appear and
i} beging to rise. Suddenly the fire sirens
- are heard. Pandemonium as fire scene is
- re~enacted. The entire scene builds to
a crescendo topped by flames, smoke, and
the MAN cowering on the fire escope.
Music)

LOUDSPEAKER
Ladies and gentlemen, this might be Boston, New York, St. Louis,
Chicago, Philadelphia ~~ dut just let's call it, ",..one third of
a nation.,."

BLACKOUT
CURTAIN

HOUSE LIGHTS

g




