
It.' 
z 

- "f 

, N A T I C 3 N A I  SERVICE  BUREAU 
l%DrERAL TIBATRE PROJECT 

WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION 
1697 Broadway - New York City 
Irwin A. Rubinstein - Manager 

A LIVIKG NEWSPAPER about Housing 

by A.RT€XR ARF;NT 

,.PUBLICATION NO 44 S 

50 cents a copy 

To secure additional 99 i e s  
mail 500 f o r  each to Cat&@??, 

FATIONAL SER'VI6E BURBAU, 

r 

FEDEIUL THEATRE PROJECT, (Address abow) 
Please mention publication n h r  

P&.OPEBTY OF 
TEB LIBRARY OR' CONGRE8S a 4  .x 



J 

c 

THE LIVING REWSPUER 
sponsored by 

NIZSPAPER GUILD OF WEW YO= 

"...one third of a nation..." 

a Living Newspaper about Housing 

bY 

Arthur Brent 

--.I...- 

>, - L-, 
--, 

c 

Based on research compiled by the 
Editorial Staff o f  the Living New* 
PSPBP. 

Stsged by Lem Ward 
Setting by Howard Bey 
Technical. Director, Moe Hack 
Music by Lee Wainer 
Costumes desi-ed by Rhoda Raaaaelkamp 
Manager for the Living Newspaper, Irving Mendell 

Produced by Philip W. Barber 

Adelphi Theatre =- J-W, 1938 

B i d  Edition 



c 

11 " . . one th i rd  of a nation 

TABU O F  CONTENTS 

VOL I 

FOREWORD 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

CAST OF CHAHACl'ERS 

SCENE TITUS 

DIALOGUE 

.,' .- 



FOREWORD 
L . 

* With 11,. .one t h i r d  o f  a nation. , the Living Newspaper 
presents i t s  f i f t h  Broadway production, 

opened on March 14, 1936, and ran for eight weeke, 
38,Ocx> New Yorkero. 
economic problem o f  the farmer. 
NewspRper WRF so great  t h t  Chicago, LOR Angelea, Milwaukee and Cleve- 
land reproduced i t ;  Chicago, 93, PerformnceR, LOR Angsles, 32 mcl M i l -  
wnukee, 22, 

? 

. - TRIPLE A PLOWED UNDER, the  f i r s t  Living Newepaper e d i t i o n ,  
I t  was seen by 

A s  i t s  name implies,  the  play deals  with the 
The i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  i n i t i a l  Living 

The second edit ion o f  the Living NewspRper, HIGHLIGHTS OF 
1935, opened on Mey 12, 1936, m d  r n n  f o r  three weeks. It  dramatized 

. imnortnnt front page s t o r i e s  o f  the previous year ,  
charpcterized the plny a ~ ,  "a s e l e c t i o n  o f  headlines,  e d i t o r i a l s  8s well 
AS n e m ,  i n  R n i c e  combination providing pungency and humor." 

The Brooklyn E w l e  

With INJUNCTION GRANTED the Living Newspaper s tarted t o  form 
i t s  d e f i n i t e  production pattern.  
when, and the Therefore -- cause and e f f e c t  -- o f  l i v i n g  problems con- 
f ront ing us t o h y ,  The s u b j e c t  at hnnd i n  t h a t  production was organized 
labor i n  the  Courts,  a d  t h e  63,000 peoFle who saw it during i t s  t h i r -  
teen veek run, were most enthusipstic  i n  t h e i r  response, both as regards 
t h e  theme o f  the play, and the  Living Newepaper form o f  dramatization, 
Gi lbert  Seldes i n  Scr ibnarls  MBMzine m i d ,  "I do not know which t o  
p r a i s e  more, the Rhrewdnops o f  the  mothod, tho s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  the R U ~  
j e c t ,  or  the passion which, i n  the end, communicntes a p o s i t i v e  e x c i t e -  
ment t o  the audit.nce.tl 

T h i s  cm be said t o  be the  Thy, the 

Aa i t ' s  fourth production, POmER, A play trpcing t h e  h i s t o r y  
o f  the e l e c t r i c  industry i n  t h e  United S t p t e s ,  was produced. 
on February 2 3 ,  1937, end d u r i n g  i t s  twenty week run played t o  a t o t h l  
audience of 76,529 people. m i l e  it was playing t o  capacity houses i n  
New York,  $ A n  Francisco and S e a t t l e  also produced i t ,  A t  t h i s  moment, 
Portland,  Oregon ha8 A cmt i n  rehearsal ,  and word comes from S e a t t l e ,  
that  the  play is touring t h e  S t a t e  o f  Washington with much success. 

It onened 

Early i n  February o f  t h i s  year,  a second company was formed, 

The genernl f e e l i n g  i s  t b t  P O W  w i l l  be on the  
had a four week run on Broadway, and now has numerous spot bookings 
throwhout t h e  c i ty .  
books o f  the  Federfrl Thentre f o r  some time t o  come. 

While POXER was s t i l l  drawing lmge audiences, tho germ o f  
n , , , o n o  t h i r d  o f  a nstion.. ,t l  WPB tdcing root.  Housing, A msjor problem 
of modern e x i s t e n c e ,  WRS f i l l i n g  the  columns o f  our metropol i tm news- 
papers,  
City and S t P t e ,  groups were working .for RppropriPtionv,'not only f o r  slum 
clearance ,  but R ~ R O  f o r  houeing p r o j e c t s ,  
t h i r d  o f  R nntion,, . lf  on Jmmry l 7 t h ,  R t  a time Then t h e r e  wes so much 

L e g i s l a t i o n  wr?s being drnfted i n  Washington, .e.nd i n  our own 

The production o f  " , , .one 



a c t i v i t y  i n  the n a t i o r n l  housing f i e l d ,  indicptes the v i t n l i t y  of t h e  
Federal ThoPtre. 

A t  t h i s  wri t ing,  April  20th,  t h e  plpy has passed i t s  e i g h t i e t h  

There can be no doubt t h t  
porformnnce, and hea been ~ e e n  by 111,000people. 
w i t h  t h w t r e  p n r t i e s  u n t i l  t h e  1 0 t h  o f  June. 
the Living Newspaper hPs given t o  Nm York t h e ,  " h i t  o f  tho 8eAflon." 

It is booked s o l i d  

It  i s  the hops o f  the  Living NewspPpor m d  t h e  Federal ThePtre 
P r o j e c t  thRt "...one t h i r d  of R nntian..," w i l l  be the bpaia f o r  mmy 
prosentatinnR in l o c n l  c o m u n i t i e e ,  
but 

We hpve aet  t h e  scene i n  Hew York, 

LOuDsPEAgER 
Ladies and gentlemen, t h i s  might be Boston, New York, 
S t ,  LouiR, Chicago, P h i l P d d n h i a  ---- 

Pnd with chmges  in npmes and l o c a l e ,  n,..one t h i r d  o f  a nation, . , "  can 
be proBuced for e l l  the  nation,  

New York 
April  20, 1938. 

,- 
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ACT I 

SCENE I .. FIRE! 
- 

OVERTURE 

L 

Curtain rises on a slum tenement which Elppeare as 
a crose  sect ion o f  a number o f  tenements. On stage 
r i g h t ,  the ground f loor  6 f  a tenement building rwe- 
sents the entrance t o  a c e l l a r .  Above t h i s  i s  cubic le  
stage r i g h t  -- a room completely exposed, the upstage 
walls carrying up t o  f l i e s ;  the  walls, possibly  from 
a house that has been demolished and i s  l e f t  standing, 
showing the p l a s t e r  l i n e s  made by t h e  former f l o o r s  
and stairwclys. 
l e f t  i a  R cross  sect ion o f  a m i &  tenement showing 
center - two exposed rooms, one over the o t h e r ,  Rnd a 
TIprro’Fr etfiimng t o  t h e  l e f t  leading from the s t r e e t  up 
t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  the  house. Continuing upw8rd i s  tho 
lRnding of tho t h i r d  f l o o r  and P connecting stRimOy t o  
the fourth f l o o r ,  The fourth f l o o r  shows a h R l l Q P y  with 
three  c losed doors - up. There i s  A bdustrpde down a- 
cross  t h e  e n t i r e  h l l m y .  One c a n t e r  rung o f  the balus- 
trFtde i a  out ,  lepving o vide gap. 
structure  stands m o t h e r  s m n l l  sect ion o f  a tenement 
with R f i r e  escnpe about 24 f e e t  above end one aindoa as 
~ f i  egress t o  t h e  f i r e  escPpe. From the r a i l i n g  o f  the  
f i r e  esczpe W S  R vert icAl  lndder, each Ride o f  which 
is attnched t o  the m i l i n g  by a hook. On l e f t  of t h i s  
i s  An a l l e y  lending up t o  the Rtredt with R v i e r  of the 

whole buildings i n  poor condition,  end i n  the fnr dis- 
‘ t m c e  R gae-tmk. 
sage t o  basement o f  smRll tenement. Opposite t h i k ,  i n  
pl lcy  stRnds R rubbish hePp. 

U p s t ~ g e  and continuing from r i g h t  t o  

- 

To the l e f t  o f  t h i s  

neighboring tenement houses, mrehouse i n  need of r e p a i r ,  *” 

A t  entrpnce t o  p l l e y  i s  indic- ted pas- 

A ship lrtdder stnirwq lends from the s t r e e t  t o  cubic le  
stnge right and P connecting stnirmy from t h i s  c u b i c l e  
into the w i n  tenement. 
r i g h t  i s  R stRtionary c o t ,  on top o f  vhich i a  I! m t t r e s s .  
Half v ~ y  d o m  stpge i n  front  o f  building and running a- 
crosR from right t o  l e f t  i s  a 1  steE. 

-_I. 

AgRinst w ~ l l  of c u b i c l e  

The apron has been b u i l t  out and j o i n e  the  Rtage by ? 
step extending r ight  t o  l e f t .  ‘ A t  erch ead &f the Rpron 
a 2 s t e p ,  down r i g h t  ond down l e f t .  

Steps lead from p i t  on t o  staga l e f t ,  The Rction o f  
the  play a l t e r m t e s  betveen the scenes i n  the tenement 
s tructure  and those played i n  f ra t  of blacks. 
blacks Bre flown.upsta,ge d i r e c t l y  behind the 2 s t e p ,  
The scene develops as follows: 

The 
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. 

As tho curtain r i s e s  -- 8. SMALL GIRL i s  seen get- 
t i n g  wctter from the c e l l a r  faucet  stage ri&t. She 
then picks UD her pail  and stmts to go up ship 
ladder stairway. As ahe remhes the middle o f  the 
stpiraay TWO SMALL BOYS, who have been shooting crap 
on the bottom atep o f  the stairway t o  the second f l o o r  
ca l l  h e r  and wave. She waveR back and continues on 
her way up t o  t h e  top f loor .  Her walk is s l o ~  and in- 
dicptes  that the  pni l  i s  henvy and that  i t  i s  a long 
climb. A t  the same time i n  the  lower center  cubic le  
TWO GIRLS are  lounging. A em11 victrola ,  i s  playing 
a dance record of the period (1924). They a r e  pre- 
paring t o  r e t i r e  and a r e  s i t t i n g  A t  ease previous t o  
going to bed, In the c u b i c l e  Pbove is seen R YOWG 
GIRL dozing on n, c h e i r ,  her MOTRER, i n  house dress ,  
preparing a lunch p a i l  f o r  the gir l l f i  FATHRR who is 
reedy t o  go t o  work on h i s  night  s h i f t .  
WITH THE PAIL renches the  th i rd  f l o o r ,  the VOICE OF 
THE LIVING NF;ovSPAPER i s  heard over the microphone. 

As the GIRL 

LOUDSPEAKER 
February 1924 -- Thia  might be 397 Madison S t r e e t ,  New York.* It might 
be 245 %hey S t r e e t ,  Brooklyn,** o r  Jackson Avenue and 1 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  
Long Is land City.*** 

Wisps of smoke appmr coming from the t h i r d  f l o o r ,  
the baeement l e f t ,  end the c e l l a r  r ight .  The BOYS 
s n i f f ,  look About, and go back t o  Fhooting crqp, 
A moment l a t e r  dense b u f f s  o f  smoke apperr from cel -  
l e r  r i g h t  and bret?ment l e f t .  A W, coughing, comes 
lip from t h e  c e l l a r  r i g h t .  He goes t o  get m t e r  at 
the frucet And t h e  BOYS run over t o  question him. 
They p l 1  r e R l i z o  that the  building ifi on f i r e  pnd 
one o f  the boys exci tedly  stnrts t o  run up the s t 8 i r s .  
The SMALL ONE, having remained downstRire, y e l l s  up 
t o  him, "Hey, where pre you going?" The FIRST BOY, 
unheeding, continues on h i s  way up the stRirs  t o  w ~ r n  
the occuunntP on the  vpbor f l o o r s .  
stnrts t o  follow him up. As the FIRST BOY reaches 
the t h i r d  f l o o r ,  PWPLE i n  various modes o f  a t t i r e  
and d i s h a b i l l e  emerge from the various apartments and 
nearby tenement#. The screech o f  f i r e  s i r e n s  and the 
clanq o f  b e l l s  e r e  heerd, Porn t h i s  point on bhe ex- 
citement mounts, PEOPLE on the t h i r d  m d  fourth f l o o r s  
and i n  tho various cubic les  start running, taking with 
them my personal belongings that  they a r e  a b l e  t o  lay 
hands on, knocking on doors, waking up people i n  the  
other  apartment R . 

The OTHER BOY 

* Now York Times - Feb. 19, 1924. 
** New York Times - Feb. 21 ,  1924. 

*** New York Times - Feb, 24 ,  1924, 
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A CROWD OF ONLOOICERS and PASSERSBY stArt t o  gRther 
on stfige. I n  the crowd i s  a POLICEMAN who bmgs 
h is  club on the ground and blows h is  whistle. A 
FIREMAN oppears with a searchlight p b y i n g  h is  
l i gh t  a l l  over the structure. A Jewish man (MR, 
ROSEN)* enters r ight ,  agitatedly pointing t o  the 
building m d  begging the POLICEMAN to  l e t  him go 
up. 
much d i f f i cu l ty .  
o f  window and appears on the f i r e  escape i n  tenement 
l e f t ,  24 feet above stage. The CROWD seeB him. He 
puts h is  foot over the r a i l i n g  o f  the f i r e  escape. 
As his foot  touches the ladder one hook givos woy 
and i t  starts Fwinging craz i ly ,  shutting off his  
means o f  escape. He t r i e s  t o  clamber back i n  throqh 
the window but a cloud o f  smoke and flame blRstfi out, 
h i t t ing  him i n  the face. He i s  trapnod on the f ire 
escape. As the CROWD sees this, a cry o f  nlookn i s  
heard, o v e r  the screaming o f  sirens and clanging o f  
bel ls.  They rush to  a mo t  d i roc t l y  underneath the 
f i r e  escape, As they reach this  apot they point t o  
the MAN above mho has been cowering on the f i r e  I 

escepe, They freeze aR 

The POLICEMAN refuses and holds him back with 
During the above a MAN come8 out 

. 
BLACKOUT. 

(Bhcks in)  

J 

- 
*Fictional character 
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INVEST1 GATION 

LOUDSPEAKER 
Thirteen persons l o s t  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  that  f i r e  on Madison Street--four 
men, two women and seven children. Another man was k i l l e d  i n  an unsuc- 
cessful attempt t o  make h i s  w a y  down a f t e  escape ladder i n t o  the yard. 
When the f i r e  department arr ived the  building was i n  flames. 
few o f  those ineide could be reached.,.* What started t h i s  fire? Why 
did i t  spread so quickly? 

Only a 

Why was the death t o l l  SO high? 

(Lights  up. scene takes p l a c e  i n  front  of 
blacks. A man, MR. ROSEN seated dom right.  
He i s  the one who t r i e d  t o  g e t  back i n t o  the  
burning building. 
cowed, seemingly absorbed i n  something ins ide  
himself ,  puzzling i t  out. 

He i s  dazed and a l i t t l e  

Upstage, center  on 3 step, a r e  reated i n  a row 
the INSPICTCRS o f  the Fire Department, Building 
Eepar2ment and the Old Building Bureau o f  the 
Tenement Ifouse Department. 

Downstage, l e f t  center  conspicuously empty, a 
chair. . . ) 

( A l l  a t tent ion  i s  focused on ROSER, right,& 
t h e  COMMISSIONER, who stands downstage center  
interrogat ing him) 

COMMISSIONER 
(sympathetically but a l i t t l e  worn, as though 

t h i s  has been going on f o r  some time and he 
has almost despaired o f  g e t t i n g  an answer) 

. . * *and now, Mr. Rosen,** won't you t e l l  us what happened when you came 
home? 

(no answer. ROSEN j u s t  s t a r e s  ahead, s t i l l  
absorbed, s t i l l  trying t o  puzzle i t  out) 

I r e a l i z e  how d i f f i c u l t  t h i s  i s ,  but we're t ry ing  t o  g e t  at w h a t  caused 
t h i s  f i r e ,  and you've got  t o  help US. 

f i r e s ,  by f inding out about these things and correct ing them. 
That's how we can prevent more 

(no answer) 
( almo s t pleadingly) 

Mr. Rosen. . . 
ROSEN I 

( turns h i s  head, regards COMMISSIOm; then 

They no l e t  me i n t o  the  house, 
s l  only) 

(He s tares  out again) 

COMMI SSIONEE 
( grateful ly)  

Thank you. 

* N.Y. Times, 'February 1 9 ,  1924, 
** Ficklonal  character ,  

And then,  what happened? 

% 
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ROSEN 
My wife burn up. I n  bed. My two children burn up, in  bed. 

Sons1 Mine1 Two1 
( ~ e  fame COMMISSIONER) 

COW1 SSIONW 
( eagerly) 

And then? 
- 

RO SBN 
And then...They no l e t  me into the house. 

( relapses into h i s  brooding) 

COMMI $SI ONER 
(giving i t  up as a bad job) 

(regards ROSEW for a moment - then turns 
quickly and sharply t o  FIRE INSPECTOR) 

That's all, Thank you. 

Are you the F i r e  Inspector? 

FIRE INSPECTOR 
Yes, sir. 

COW1 SSIONER 
What do you know about this? 

FIRE INSPECTOR 
The flames started i n  the cellar,* 

COW1 SSIONER 
How? 

FIRE INSPECWR 
Probably i n  a p i l e  o f  rubbish. We're not sure. 

COMMISSIONER 
What ignited the rubbish? 

FIRE INSPECTOR 
Cigarette, maybe, We don' t know that, either. 

cola41 SSIONER 
What happened then? 

FIRE INSPECTOR 
The ha l ls  went up and the stairways. 
Then the walls caved in. 
was made o f  wood. 
along i t  with a torch,** 

That's why they couldn't get out, 
You couldn't stop i t  because the wainscoting 

That carried the flames r ight  up l i k e  somebody ran 

- COW1 SSIONEX 
I s  wooden wainscoting a violat ion? 

* Digest 07 Report of N.Y. Board o f  Fire Underwriters on Feb,19,1924 
Tenement F i r e  at  397 Madison St., N.Y. - Municipal Reference Library, 
New York, N,Y. 

** Mgest  of Report New York Times, February 19, 1924. 
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FIRE INSPECTOR 

(looking at COMMISSIONER then nodding h i s  
head i n  d i rec t ion  o f  BUILDING DEPARlMENT 

Well,  er.....maybe you'd b e t t e r  ask the  Building Department about that .  
IN SPECTOR) 

COMA61 SSIONER 
( c rosses  t o  BUILDIXG m ~ m W  INSPECTOR) 

Are you the  I n w e c t o r  o f  the Bui ld ing  Department? 

BUILDING DZPARWENT INSPECTOR 
Yes ,  sir. 

cow1 SSIONrn 
V h n  was t h i s  house b u i l t ?  

BUILDING DEPAR!FMENT INSPECTOR 
1884. I t ' s  an o ld  law tenement.* 

COMMISSIONER 
What a r e  the old law tenements? 

BUILDING INSPECTOR 
Well,  most o f  the  brownstones, wooden frame houses, 
building that was put up before the law o f  1901.** 

tenements and every 

BUILDING DEPARTMENT INSPECTOR 
' I t  said that  any building erected after that date had t o  have c e r t a i n  
improvements l i k e  a separate water c l o s e t  f o r  each apartment, adequate 
f i r e  escapes.*** 

COMMISSIONER 
And those already b u i l t  and s t i l l  i n  use? 

BUILDING DEPARlMENT INSPECTOR 
They had t o  conform t o  the  new law I n  c e r t a i n  respects.  

COW1 SSIONER 
What respects? 

BUILDING DEPARTMENT INSPECTOR 
They had to  have f i r e  escapes.**** 

* 
** 
* ** 
**** 
***** 

COE~ISSIONER 
How about wooden wainscoting?***** I s  that  a violat ion?  

Repart of New York S t a t e  Board of Housing, L e g i s l a t i v e  Document 
(1932) #84 - p.11 
Report of  N.Y. S t a t e  Board of Housing. Legis la t ive  Document (1932) 
Ibid. P.15 
N.Y. Times, February 1 9 ,  1924. 
New York City Tenement House Commission - interview by Living 
News staff with Inspection Department - Ed. 
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BUILDING DmARIIUIENT INSPECTOR 
I n  a new house, yes. 

COMMISSIONER 
I n  an o ld  law tenement? 

BUILDING DEPARTMENT INSPXTOR 
No 1 

C0W.I SSIONER 
Have you recently: inspected the premises at 397 Madison S t r e e t ?  

BUILDING DEPARTMENT INSPECTOR 
Well, er, that  comes under the dut ies  of the Tenement House Department. 

COMMI SSI ON3R 
( c r o s s e s  to  TENZMENT HOUSE INSPECTOR) 

Are you the  Tenement Souse Inspector? 

TENEMENT HOUSE INSPECTOR 
Yes,  s i r .  

COMMISSIONER 
Did you.re-examine the  premises at 39'7 Madison S t ree t?  

TENE3JIENT HOUSE 
I t  is. 

TENEMENT HOUSE INSPECTOR 
Yes, sir. About s ix  months ago.* 

CWI SSIONER 
What did you find? 

TENEMENT HOUSE INSPECTOR 
An adequate number of f i r e  escapes with v e r t i c a l  ladderfi as required 
by law.** 

CONIMI SSIONER 
I s  the  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  rubbish i n  the  ce l lar  a violat ion?  

COBdMI SSIONZR 
Did you f i n d  any there? 

TENEMENT HOUSB 
NO. 

COMMI SSIOWER 
But you haven't been there i n  s ix  months. Why? 

TENZMENT HOUSE 
Because we havenct received m y  complaint. 

INSPECTOR 

INSPECTOR 

INSPECTOR 

* New York Times, February 1 9 ,  1924. 
** Ibid. 



L 

1-2-5 
COMheI SSIONER 

You mean a house i s  never inspected unless a complaint has been 
received? * 

TENmENT HOUSE INSPECTOR 
Exactly. 

COMMISSIONER 
( & = P l y )  

But you did rece ive  one six  months ago? ** 
TENXMENT HOUSE INSPECTOR 

Yes,  s i r .  

cow1 SSIONER 
(eager  t o  discover a v i o l a t i o n )  

What was i t  f o r 7  

TENBAENT HOUSE INSPECTOR 
Roaches . 

COW1 SSIONER 
Roaches? 

TENEMENT HOUSE INSPECTOR 
Roaches. 

cow1 SSIOmR 
Why must you wait for complaints before an inspection i s  made? 
don' t you have per iodic  inspections? 

Why 

TENZvfENT HOUSE INSPECTOR 
( di s t i n c f l y  enumerating s t a t i s t i c s )  

We have 224 inspectors  t o  cover 105 ,000  tenements *** and apartment 
houses. 
o f  these  houses once, **** 

I t  would take OUT e n t i r e  s t a f f  three years t o  v i s i t  each one 

COMdI SSIONER 
I see...Just one more t h i n g ,  Mr. Inspector,  i n  the l i g h t  o f  your year6 
of  experience i n  the Department, would you consider t h i s  building a, 
f i r e t  rap? 

TENBdENT HOUSE INSPECTOR 
I f  t h a t  building i s  a f i r e t r a p ,  then so i s  every o l d  law tenement i n  
New York City*****--and there  a r e  67,000 o f  themI****** 

corn1 SSIOMm 
That's a l l  gentlemen. 
undetermined o r i g i n  broke out i n  the basement o f  the house at 397 Madi- 
son Street . .  .According to  y o i s  testimony there  were no v io la t ione  

* Nea r'q& City Tenement House Department. 
** Nay Times,February 19,1924. 
*** LiaBgb91% Pq#t$ N. Y. City Tenement Rouse Commissioner 

***** N.Y.Times, February 19,1924,  
****** Report of the N.Y. S t a t e  Board o f  Housing L e g i s l a t i v e  Document 

(1932) #84. 

Thank you. My report will s t a t e  that a f i r e  O f  

- . , .  ., 

**** Ibfd, 
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COMlISSIONER (Cont-kd..) 
and al l  the laws were scrupulously--- 

(They a l l  r i s e  and prepare t o  leave) 

Just a moment, 

LOUDSPEAKER 
(breaking i n )  

Mr. Commissioner. Has everyboQ t e s t i f i e d ?  

COW1 SSIONER 
my, yes.. . b 
How about t h a t  
body i n  i t?  

Well, you want 

Certainly. 

LOuDSpUrn 
empty chair? I b n t t  you think there ought t o  be some- 

( COMMISSIONEFt shakes head i n  bewilderment) 
t o  g e t  at the bottom o f  t h i s  thing,  don't you? 

COMMI SSIONER 

LOUDSPEAKER 
And you want t o  prevent more f i r e s ,  by f inding out about these things 
and correct ing them, don't you? 

COMIISSIONER 
That's what I'm here for.  

LOUDSPEAKER 
(wi th  f i n a l i t y )  

Then l e t ' s  call t h e  landlord! 

COME41 SSIONER 
Oh, n o ,  I can't  do that1 

LOUDSPEAKER 
Why not? 

COMMISSIONER 
The law doesn't a l l o w  me t o ,  
permitted t o  call i n  the  landlord.* 

said: There were no violations.  

Only i n  a c l e a r  case of v i o l a t i o n s  a r e  we 
And you heard w h a t  they 

(nodding to IVSPBCTORS) 

LOUDSPEAKER 
Well, that s e t t l e s  it. ,  Of course we can' t  break the law. 

But wouldn' t you l i k e  t o  know what he' s got t o  say, anyhow. . . j u s t ,  Sort 
o f ,  o f f  the record7 

(There i s  a pause, then, insidiously)  

COMM I S 51 ONER 
I c e r t a i n l y  would! 

* New York S t a t e  Statute  lenement House Act 1909 Section 143. 
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IJoUDSpwm 
Fine. 1'11 call him! 

Mr. Schultzl* Mr. Schultzl 

Would you mind test ifying about your house on Madison Street? 

( call ing) 

( 9 s  SCHULTZ appears l e f t )  

SCHULTZ 
( a b i t  suspicious) 

No, I wouldn't mind. Where do I go? 

LOUDSP- 
Right over there, center stage, 

Mr. Commissioner, th i s  i s  C a r l  Schultz...Mr. Schultz, th is  i s  the 
Comi ssioner, 

There you are. The witness is yours. 

(as SCHULTZ comes to chair down left )  

(SCHULTZ and COMMISSIONER shake hands) 

(SCBULTZ starts a b i t  as he spies ROSEN, then 
s i t s  on chair. INSPECTORS s i t  again) 

COMMI SSIONXR 
Now, Mr. Schultz, were there any violations i n  your nouse? 

LOUDSPEAKER for advice) 
(SCHULTZ hesitates and looks up at the 

m m s p m  
Go on, Carl. I t ' s  a l l  o f f  the recordt 

W e l l ,  maybe a few. But they 
the fire. 

Do you l i v e  i n  that house? 

(looking up 
I do .pot1 

Why not? 

( slowly) 
Well, er, I got to l i v e  near 

I s  that the only reason? 

SCHULTZ 
were all small and had nothing to do with 

COMMX SSIONER 

SCE'ULTZ 
at him) 

COMMISSIONER 

SCHULTZ 

my butcher store uptown. 

COMMISSIONER 

SCHULTZ 
( slyly) 

That' s the only one I t e l l  you about1 

* Fictional C'haractcr 7 Scene creative, 
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corn1 S S I O r n  
I see.....Now t e l l  me, why did you never renovate that house..,so it 
would be a better place to l i v e  in, and not such a firetrap? 

SCHULTZ 
Well, f i r s t ,  I don't have any money. Second, i t ' s  not any worse than 
any other tenement on the block; and third, if I do have the money ,and 
do f i x  it up I have t o  ra ise  the rent t o  get my money back. 
they have no money t o  pay and everybody moves out! 

(spreading hands t o  express that7 

The tenants 

Did you make any money on your 

Some years yes, some years no. 
(shake8 head, 

No, it i s  a bad investment. 

OMMI SSIONER 
house, Mr, Schultz? 

SCIIULTZ 

sadly) 

( suddenly s h a r p )  
Do you want t o  s e l l ,  Mr. Schultz? 

SCHULTZ 
(A bargaining look comes i n t o  h is  eyes: he be= 
comes cautious) 

Se l l ?  Well, maybe1 

LOUDESWER 
If11 give you just what you paid for it, even though tho house today 
i n  1924.. .is pr:zctically worthless. 

When you bought that house twenty-five years ago it was almost brand 
new. Today it' s just a rubbish heap--a slum. Come on, Mr. Schultz, 
you can get r i d  o f  i t  without losing a cent1 

(SCI-IULTZ shakes h is  head again) 
Perhaps you don! t understand. Let  me show you what happens when 
people t ry  t o  get  r i d  of something they've used for a long time, 

(SCHULTZ shakes h is  head, turning it down) 

-_ 
(Spot picks out MAN and automobile S A L E S W ,  
down right.) 

i 

MAN 
I ' d  l i k e  to se l l  my car. 

What make? 

Dodge 

What model? 

Sedan. 

SALESNIBN 

MAN 

SALESMAN 

MAN 
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SALESMAN 
What condition? 

hut?  
It' s four  years old, Cost me $2,300.* 

SAZIESM 
1'11 give you f ive  hundred.** 

MAN 
Five  hundred1 Why, it 's  only four years old. 

SALESMAN 
Mister, the minute you bought that car it became second hand. 
day you hold on to it it' s worth less. 
year, and 1111 give you three hundred.*** 

Every 
Come around and see me next 

MAN 
$5001 

S B L E W  
$5001 And you'd better grab it before I change my mind! 

(BLACKOUT on the TWO MEN)  

LOUDSPEAKER 
D'you see, Mr, Schultz, that 's what happens. 

SCHULTZ 
( self-snti sfied) 

Not  t o  me it won't. 

~ LOUDSPEAKER 
No matter what you have, furniture, clothing, a bicycle or a yacht- 
the longer you hold on t o  it and use it---the lower the pr ice  drops. 

i 

SCrnTZ 
(leans forward) 

You know the trouble with that fellow? 
rea l  estate. 

He didn't invest h is  money i n  

LouDswm 
I n  a house, you mean? 

SCHULTZ 
No. 
land it' s on. That's different1 

My house is just l i k e  you say-rubbish heap, a slum- Ah, but the 

* Branhamls Automobile Reference Book, 1928, p. 56. 
** New York American, June 22, 1924 - class i f ied advertisements 
*** Ibid, June 19, 1925. 
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LOUDSPEBKER 
Oh, the landl 

SCHULTZ 
I n  a big c i ty  like this, land never goes down. 
long enough it goes up, all the time! I cannot f i x  up the apartments, 
I cannot lower the rents, why? Because the land cost too muchl. I pay 
more thnn i t ' s  worth when I buy. f get s t i l l  more when I sell. Each 
time rents go up, up, up1 

If you hold on t o  it 

LOUDSPEAKER 
But, Mr. Schultz, you're speculating, and if you're successful, the 
standard of l iv ing  o f  s i x  million people* goes down. 
t o  pay more i n  rent and do without other things that they need. 

They s t i l l  have 

SCEIULTZ 
( r ises ,  almost hysterically) 

Speculating? Surev I am! And so i s  every other landlord, who expects 
t o  make anything out o f  h is  investment] I t e l l  you, i t ' s  land,  land, 
LAND1 Thatts where the money i s l  And I don't sell mine without a nice 
big  profit1 a 

(There i s  a pause. For the f i r s t  time ROSEN 
looks up. Slowly he r i ses  and crosses t o  
SCHULT z ) 

RO SEN 
( softly) 

And me? W h t  about me? 

SCHULTZ 
( slowly, earnestly) 

Mr. Rosen, believe me, I ' m  sorry f o r  you. I ' l l  do anything I can t o  
help you...?ut if you can only afford t o  pay $24 a month you'll have 
t o  l i v e  i n  my house or one just l i k e  it--and you cannot blame me. 

Youlll have t o  go back into history and blame whatever it was that made 
New York City real estate the soundest and most profitable speculation 
on the face.of t h e  earth. 

(a  pause - even more slowly) 

(HOLD - as they regard each other, and 

BLACKOUT 

- - -  

* 1935 World Almanac, p, 483, Population New York City - 1924 
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ACT I 

SCENlc 3 - LAND 

A- TRINITY CIIURCH 

.. , 

LOVDs?EAKER 
Back i n t o  history!  The mad scramble f o r  land begins! ... Who 
owned i t  f i r s t ?  Bow did they get i t ?  Who bought i t ?  And above a l l ,  
who made the  prof i t ,?  --- 

(Music swells and a d s  i n  fanfare. 
Scene played i n  front  o f  blacks) 

(Light up on CORNBURY, on 2 step down r i g h t )  

CORNBURY 
(reads)  

On t h i s ,  the twentieth o f  November, i n  the  year o f  our Lord, 1705,  I ,  
Edward Hyde Lord Cornbury, Third Earl o f  Clarendon and Governor of 
New York, do hereby grant the lands known as the King's Farm,* com- 
p r i s i n g  sixty-three a c r e s ,  bounded on the east by the Common and the 
Swamp, and an the west by the Hudson River ,  t o  T r i n i t y  Church, t o  own 
and t o  improve for t h e  great glory o f  the Church, and for other pious 
uses. ** 

(Lights  upe MINISTER enters l e f t  crosses  
t o  CORNBURY; receives  deed) 

MINISTER 
T r i n i t y  Church acknowledges with profound gratitude t h i s  demonstration 
of Her Majesty' s a f f e c t i o n .  

(COIWBURY exits. The MINISTER turns t o  a 
l i n e  o f  FOUR MEN wko have j u s t  entered 
l e f t  and stand on apron step. Be holds 
the imaginary deed i n  his  hand. Then, 
crosses t o  FIRST MAW i n  l i n e )  

To Anthony Lispenard, Vestryman, the lease on 81 l o t s  for eighty-three 
years at a r e n t a l  o f  $177 per year.*** 

* Qemorial History o f  New York,n Wilson, Vol. 1, p ,  8 2  ** "A History o f  the P a r i s h  o f  T r i n i t y  Church i n  New York,') 

*** W i s t o r y  o f  the Great American Fortunesctl by 
Mx, p. 139. 

Gusttwue 'Myers, p, 129-1310. 



1-3A-2 

MINISTER (cont' d) 
(He t e a r s  a small p i e c e  from the imaginary 

document and hands i t  t o  LISPENARD, cross- 
e s  t o  SECOND MAN) 

To Abraham Mort ier ,  the lease on 465 l o t s  f o r  ninety-nine years at a 
r e n t a l  o f  $269 per  year.* 

To Robert Harrison, the lease on the  land known as the King' s Farm.. .** 
( same business) 

(same business. He now has none o f  the  deeds 
remaining. 
spreads h i s  arms t o  indicate that  fact) 

He crosses  t o  FOURTH MAN and 

LOUDSPEAKER 
1794... .Trinity Church again p e t i t i o n s  the  City f o r  more land. W i l l i a m  
Rhinelander, o f  Tanmany Hal l , * * *  urges the  presiding Blderman t o  grant 
t h e  p e t i t i o n ,  

(During the above the ALDERMAN and RHINE- 
LANDER enter r i g h t  t o  t h e  accompaniment 
o f  fanfare. 
2 step) 

They stand down right at 

ALDERMAN 
The Common Council o f  the City o f  New York w i l l  continue to assist 
r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  as i n  the  past... 

To Tr ini ty  Church, ' in the  name of the c i t y ;  Water Grant covering a l l  
t h e  land under water between Chambers and Reade S t r e e t s  from Washingtw 
S t r e e t  t o  the North River.**** 

(He reads) 

(MINISTER crosses  and addresses ALDERMAN) 

MINISTER 
And the  rental? .  . . 

ALDERMU ..., at an annual r e n t a l  o f  one s h i l l i n g  per  running f o o t . . . ,  

MINISTER .... t o  begin? .... 
. . * . t o  begin forty-two years from t h i s  date ,  June 10, 1794.***** 

ALDERMAN 

* 
** 
*** 
**** Common Council Minutes, Volume 1, May 13, 1779, p. 354. ***** I b i d  

W e t o r y  of t h e  Great American Fortunes",  Gustavus Myers - p.129. 
"Trinity Break Ye My Commandmentstt,Willis T ~ G r i d l e y ,  p.134-5 
1 8 i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Great American Fortunes",  Gustavus Myers, p.183. 
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ALDERMAN { contld) 

(He hands over the deed and exits. 
RET,INELANDER takes his  place beside 
LIsPmAEU). MINISTER turns t o  
FfHINF;LANDER) 

MINI STm 
To W i l l i a m  Rhinelander, a part o f  the water grant,-between Chamber and 
Reade Streets.....* 

RHINELANDER 
(interrupting him) . .and the rental? 

MINI sm .*.. free and clear f o r  the first forty-two years.... 

RHINELANDXR . . and thereafter? 

MINI  S T B t  
,...and thereafter, one shi l l ing per running foot.** 

(RHIMELANDER accepts and exi ts  right. 
MINISTER crosses back t o  FOURTH MAN) 

(tears off p<wt o f  lease and hands it 
To FTanci s Ryerson.. . . *** 

t o  him) 

LOUDSPEAKER 
Suspectiqg that the annual income o f  Trinity Church from its,property 
was more than the twelve thousand dollars permitted by l a w ,  the City 
ordered an investigation. Aaron 3urr was appointed Chairman. **** 

(Enter BUIiR l e f t ,  and stands on 2 step down 
l e f t )  

AAROY BURR 
It seems t o  me that the Corporation o f  Trinity Cnwch i s  increasing 
i t s  income in  n m,mner nost incornpatible with the dignity and piety 
of the Church, 
1 --L. 

As Chairman o f  the Gominittee of  Invest igat i~n ,  ***** 

(The MITJISTER stops him, ~ r g e a  him t o  
wait a monent. Be then crosses back 
to MORTIER, whispers t o  him. MORTIER 
nods agreement, MINISTER tears off a 
piece o f  h i s  lease walks over and 
proffers it to BURR) 

* Report of the Comptroller t o  the Council, New York, Vol. 4, 

** Ib id  *** 
**** '?listOry of the Great American Fortunes", Gustavus Myers, p.129. 
***** Ibid. 

Po 529, AM. 17, 1807. 

"Trinity Break Ye lhy Commandmentsll, W i l l i s  T. Gridley, p.134-5 
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MINISTER 
To Aaron Bum, a par t  of the Mortier l ease ,  with seventpseven 
years t o  run.. .* 

BURR 
A t  the same renta l ?  

MINISTER 
A t  the same r e n t a l ,  

( B m  accepts €he lease) 

LOUDsPEAKrn 
The investigation was dropped., . ***, 

(Music - gesture) 

BLACKOUT 

* tIIlistory o f  the Great American librtunes'l, Gustavus Myers, p. 129 
** I b i d  , 
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B - THE CITY GROW$ 

(Enter down l e f t  the LANDOWNER. He 
c a r r i e s  a grass mat, rol led up, under 
one arm, and under the  other ,  two 
stanchions. He i s  dressed i n  a costume 
t h a t  somehow suggests the period from 
1775 t o  1850. Spot follows him as he 
crosses  t o  center .  Music) 

L o u D s p ~ m  
Oh, hello.  Wholre you? 

LANDOWNER 
Well, I might be a l o t  o f  people. My name might be Rhinelandar, Astor,  
Goelet ,  Wendell, or - e r ,  Schulte,  

LOUDSPEAKER 
Schul t z? 

LANDOWNER 
Schul t z .  

LOUDSPEAKW 
That's very interest ing.  
ask? 

And what do you do for a l i v i n g ,  if I may 

'LANDOWNER 
I put my money i n  the  ground. 

LOUDSPEAKD 
You mean you bury i t?  

LANDOWNER 
No. I invest  it. 

LOUTSPEAKER 
Now we're g e t t i n g  some place! '&.at's t h a t  thing under your arm? 

LANDO?VNXR 
Thatts i t  -- land!.,. 

(Lights  come up as he puts down the stanchions 
and begins t o  unroll the grass mat, laying i t  
on the apron step) 

* e o , s a d  I  OW^ it1 

LOUDSPEAKW 
Looks l i k e  you've got  quite a l o t  o f  i t  there ,  

LBNcomER 
( s t i l l  unrolling i t )  

F i v e  acres .  Just bought it. Cost me $200. 



Cornwallis 
Y orkt  own! 
Cornwallis ... 

LouDsPEAKm 
Where abouts i s  your property, Mister? 

LANDOWNXR 

(He picks up one o f  the stanchions bearing 
WtLy uptown -- Broadway and Canal Street .  

t h e  street markings; t h i s  he places be- 
side h i s  grass p l o t ,  stage r i g h t , )  

t o  Broadway) 

That's Broadway -- and that 's  Canal... 
(points--Broadway up-Canal,  r i g h t  angle 

(He places t h e  other stanchion upstage c e n t e r  
from grass p l o t ,  I t  reads: IQHIS IS MINE, 
KEXP OFF! I( 

He stands at a distance ,  admiring the layout,  
With a wave o f  h i s  hand) 

The Cityts down there  a couple o f  miles. 

There you are! 

LOuDsPEAKrn 
Very pret ty .  And w h a t  a r e  you going t o  do with i t ?  

- .  
LANDOWNER 

I ' m  going t o  here on my lnnd, and make a l o t  o f  money, 

LOUDSPEAKER 
How can you make any money j u s t  s i t t i n g ?  

Watch me. 
(Ee s i t s  down, g e t s  himself  comfortable, 

then bepins t o  wnist le ,  nonchalcultly. 
As he s i t s  t h e r e ,  under h i s  stanchion, 
the  Voice o f  the Town Crier i s  heard a 
long way o f f .  
by a Second Voice (not  the  Loudspeaker) 
T h i s  i s  sharp, meta l l i c ,  unemotiond) 

I t  i s  followed immediately 

VOI CE OF TOWN CRIER 
(off)  
( b e l l  ringing) 

defeated at Yorktown! Cornwallis defeated at 
Eight thousand B r i t i s h  surrender t o  Washingtont* 
defeated at YorktownC 

SECOND VOICE 

New York City, 1781 -- population, 18,000 *+ (off)  

LANDo~Q3R 
18,0001 Town' s growing q. 

I n  a l i t t l e  while i t ' s  going t o  get kind o f  crowded down there and 
then 1 '11 -- 
* " B a t t l e s  o f  the  American Revolutfoalf,by Henry P. Carrington,p.643 
**"A Century o f  Population wd Growth"--Gov' t .Printing o f f i c e ,  

Washington, D. C. ,1909, ~ 

( looks  o f f ,  at the town. Stand@ up and starts 
walking around t h e  grass p l o t )  
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LANDOWNER ( cont' d) 
(Ee breaks of f ,  then starts whistling again, 

...He stands stage right, pleased with him- 
se l f  and the announcement. A haAN enters, 
l e f t ,  He i s  poorly dressed i n  clothes o f  
the same period. He mops h is  brow, looking 
f o r  a place to sit. He sees the green patch 
and sinks into a small corner, some distance 
away. He starts  t o  stretch happily as) 

LANDOm 
(pointing to sign) 

Eeyl C a r t  you read! Get off! 

MAN 
Can' t I just s i t  here f o r  a minute? 

LANDOWNER 
(thinking it over doubtfully) 

Well, maybe a minute. . .but that's all. 

MAN 
( s i ts ,  then, looking around) 

Certainly is nice t o  get away from all them people. 
too fast... 

... Certainly i s  nice out here, rea l  country. Say, you know w h a t l  I ' d  
l i k e  t o  build me a house right.... 

(waves his  finger and places it in the 

City's growin! 

(pats t i e  grass appreciatively) 

center o f  the plot) 
here1 

M U  
Well - er - no. 

LUDOWNZR 
Then you can't l i v e  here. 

ivim 
But you know, a man' s got t o  nave a place to  live. 

LANDOWNER 
Well, well, well. 

MAN 
You can do without a l o t  o f  things, but'youlve g o t  t o  have a place 
t o  live. 

LANmwNER 
That's very interesting. Come around and t e l l  me about it some time... 

Your minute's up now, 
(He shoos him away) 

Y o u ~ l l  have to get off  my land. 



. . .  

MAN 
( r i s i n g )  

That's what everybody says-Get off my land! 
YOU CAN'T ZIIVE) HERE1 

Get off my lanbl.. 

' LANDOrnER 
( c r o s s e s  l e f t  a step) 

And they're r i g h t ,  too.  
yuuj 11 have t o  bvy i t ,  the way I did. 

ff you want t o  nave a place  of y o u r  own 

h4.m 
But I haven! t got any money. M i s t e r ,  I couldni t even buy - t h i s  muchf 

(marks o f f  a tiny segment i n  one corner. 
S t a r t s  o f f  l e f t )  

say. . Do you work? 
LANDOWNER 

UAN 
( s t o p s  and turns) 

Certainly  I work. 

LANDOWNER 
Do you get pa id  for working? 

MAII 
( g e t t i n g  angry) 

Certainly  I get paid for working. 

LAKNWNER 
( slowly) 

How would you l i k e  t o  l i v e  on that  patch over there i n  the corner? 
(point ing to down l e f t  corner) 

MAN 
(eager ly  - p o i n t i n g  t o  spot) 

T h i s  one? 

LANDoWN3R 
That 's  it. But n o t  so much o f  it. 

( g e s t u r e ,  cut t ing  i t  down) 

h&AN 
This much? 

(marks o f f  smaller piece )  

LdaDOIWNER 
No-0 

MAN 
(marks o f f  s t i l l  smaller p iece )  

This much? 

LANDOWNER 
Well,  er  -- 
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MAN - T h i s  much? 
(marks o f f  v e v  t iny  segment at extreme 

corner) . 
LANCOWNER 

(heartily - as though looking i t  over) 
That ' s  right....Now that's a very f i n e  l o t ,  
shine ,  and a good view. 

P lenty  o f  air and sun- 

MAN 
(s tands o f f  a b i t  and looks i t  over) 

P r e t t y  far away from the stagecoach l ine , . .and i t  seems a b i t  swampy. 
Must be plenty o f  mosquitoes around here... 

(ZLBNCOWNER turns away but keeps an eye on 
h i m  over h i s  shoulder. 
a f f e c t i o n a t e l y )  

MPN pats spot 

But i t ' s  a p l a c e  t o  l ive .  

LANCOwNm 
You can l i v e  there  f o r  twenty years at f i f t y  d o l l a r s  a year. F ine ,  

BhAN 
You mean you' l l  l e a s e  i t  t o  me? 

(LANCOWNER nods) 

MAN 
But f i f t y  dol -3 Say, now much d i d  t h i s  whole tning c o s t  you? 

LANDOWNXR 
Two hundred dol lars .  

MAN 
I n  twenty years you'll be g e t t i n g  f i v e  times that much f o r  just a 
l i t t l e  piece1 

Not only that - but 1 ' 1 1  have t o  give the  p i e c e  back. 
(as LANlXX'?NEFl nods) 

LANDO'JYNER 
When I bought t h i s  p lace  ten years ago I couldn't lease the whole 
thing f o r  f i f t y  d o l l a r s ,  It was 

t o o  far outside the town.. . .But I ' v e  been s i t t i n g  on i%%. 
( looking at LOUDSPFdKlIB) 

u 
S i t t i n g  on it! Vhy? 

LBBLKmER 
(s lowly,  to M) 

Because I f igured t h a t  some day you'd have t o  have a place to  lfver 

Mia 
Well, 1 guess you were right.  

( s t a r t s  t o  s i t  on land) 

LBNDOWNER 
Hey1 F i f ty  d o l l a r s ,  please, 
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LANDOWNER ( cont f d) 
(holds out hand f o r  money as MAN has about 

seated himself)  
i 

MAN 
( ri sing) 

( t a k e s  pouch from pocket and pours out the 
s i l v e r  d o l l a r s  as LANDOWNER pockets them) 

A l l  r i g h t ,  a l l  r ight . .  .Here' s your moneyl 

- .  

VOICE OF TOWN CRIER 
( b e l l  ringing) 

Thomas Jefferson e lected President 1 Thomas Jefferson o f  Virginia ,  
the t h i r d  President o f  the United S t a t e s t  Jefferson elected1 * 

SECOND VOICE 
New York City ,  1800,  Population reaches 79,216.** 

(LANMBYNER and MAN a r e  seated contentedly) 

LANDOWNER 

(whist les  happily. Rises, Enter SECOND, 
mIRD, and FOURTH TENANTS r ight .  Tney 
look around, see p l o t  and are about t o  
s i t  down) 

Seventy-nine thousandl Not bad. Not  bad at all .  

H eyl 
( p o i n t s  t o  sign s i g n i f i c a n t l y )  

C a n '  t I just-? 

NO 

DO you suppose you could--? 

NO 

But the town's overcrowded1 

Is i t ?  

There's no p lace  t o  l ive1 

Well,  well ,  well .  

SECOND TENANT (MAN) 

LANDOWN33 

TEIRD TENANT (MAN) 

LANDOWNER 

FOURTH TXNMT (MAN) 

LJUTDOWER 

SECOND TENANT (bsAN) 

WDOWNER 

THIRD TZNMT (lam) 
And a manls got t o  have a p l a c e  t o  l i v e .  

* New York Commercial Advertiser ,  Feb, 17, 1801,  e t  Supra. 
** 1935 Vorld Almanac, p, 4433, 
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LANDOWNER 
That's right. It ' l l  cost you a hundred dollars a year. 

SECOND TENANT 
A hundred a year1 

(MAN beckons to FOURTH TENAXT and whispers 
i n  h i s  ear) 

FOURTH TE%ANT 
( excitedly, to L&fmBRI;IW) 

Say, he says he's only paying you fifty! 

LANDOWNER 
( grinning) 

Wait unti l  next year when h i s  lease i s  up1 

SECOND TENANT 
A hundred a year1 

L3rNDOWNER 
That's right. 
select residential neighborhood. 

That's what we're all getting f o r  property i n  th is  

(as the MEN stand hesitating, TWO MEN enter, 
right. They stop to look at the land. They 
are  interested i n  it, They are about to ap- 
proach the WDOWNZR) 

TBIRD TXNANT 
( hurriedly) 

Here you are. Here's m y  hundred. 

SECOND TENANT 
( same) 

One hundred dollars, y e s  s i r ,  

FOURTH TENANT 
(counting h i s  wnile handing it over) 

One hundred, yes sir1 

(They a l l  hand the money over: the two MEN 
change their  minds and walk. o f f ,  as) 

VOICE OF TOWN CRIER 
( b e l l  ringing) 

The Cnnnl i s  finished! The Erie Canal! 363 miles f r o m  B u f f a l o  to 
Albany! * 

SECOND VOICE 
1845! 
696,115. *** 
* Encyclopedia Americana, p1 485. ** 
*** World Almanac, 1935, p. 483, 

The Great 1mmigr:ttion begins. ** New York' s population reaches 

"The Tenement House Problemn edited by De Forest & Veiller, 
V O l .  2,, p, 7 



(The FOKI TZNANTS are now seated on the 
There i s  s t i l l  plenty of  room carpet. 

f o r  more. The f i r s t  sounds o f  building 
( o f f )  i s  heard) 

LANDOWNER 
696,0001 Did you hear that1 It wont t be long now. . 

(From this  point action speeds up. TEN MEN 
and WOMEN enter right and left--five from 
each side. One i s  about t o  s i t  ) 

Hey1 
(points to  sign) 

FIFTH TENANT (WOMAN) 
But---l 

LANDOWNER 
I know. I t ' s  crowded. 

LANDOWNXR 
I know. You can do without a l o t  o f  things. 

LANc0WN;ER 
But you can' t do without a place to live! , . Two nundred dollars, 
please. 

EIGHTH TENANT 
( without any hesitation what soever) 

(EIWTI! TENANT starts t o  pay) 
Two hundred. Here you are1 

LANDOWNER 
(looks at him i n  amazement, having expected 
an argument; then seeing how easy it is) 

Two hundred and f i f t y  dol lars  i s  my price. 

FIFTH, S I m ,  SEVXNTH, EIGHW- TENANTS 
Two fift;yl 

(They rush up, pny him and tumble t o  
the carpet) 

LANDoVW3.R 
Three hundred! 

(shrugs shoulders as if t o  say ,  ''Take it or 
leave it. 11 
OWNER points out their spots, and they sit. 

W?JU3E MORE PEOPLE pay -- LANE- 

LANDOWNER crosses down and looks over h is  
land f o r  mere space t o  sel l ,  By this  time 
the TZNANTS are s i t t ing  i n  restricted, 
cramped positions, They can hardly mover 



Their arms are preesed close to their  sides. 
I n  these positions they are all engaged i n  
going through some part  of the i r  dai ly routine. 
For instance, one i s  shaving; another i s  read- 
ing a newspaper: another i s  trying to eat; a 
fourth i s  washing himself. S t i l l  mother i s  
attempting to t i e  h i s  shoe lace.,. Needless 
to say ,  al l  these ac t iv i t i e s  must be cramped 
and hemmed i n  or the point o f  the scene i s  
lost. They continue r ight through the scene 
until the blackout. The remaining THREE 
PROSPECTIVE TENANTS st'and down stage) 

LANDOWNER 
(to the PROSPECTS) 

Sorry, folks, that 's  a l l  there is. .. a l l  rented and busy as a beehive, 
that 's what we are. 

(The PmSPECTS start t a  exit) 

LANIx)WIJER 
(Ea cnlls the last man who i s  very fat. 
FAT MAN stays behind as others exit)  

say -- wai t '  a  minute^... 
( H i s  roving eye has l ighted on a few blades 
of  green grass s t i l l  v i s ib l e  at the far 
end o f  the carpet. Be bends down to see 
it, then, with a slight push, he forces 
dl i n  the first rr)w to topple over) 

...,There you are, s i r ,  the l a s t  parcel! Almost missed it, I did. 
(c.s FAT MAN bends down to look at it) 

It i s  a l i t t l e  smal l ,  but r ight in  the heart of  the business section. 
The lucky man wha rents th is  won't have to walk far to work... It'll 
cost y o u  ten dollars a square foot for this. 

VERY FAT MAN 

(Ee nonds over the mnnep, kneels down, looks 
It11 take it. 

at it. He backs away to get a running start, 
then runs ,and juriips on to h i s  spot. Re bumps 
the TENANTS who are annoyed. Then, Music) 

Rome! Sweet Home! 

LLNDowIJ?B 
Thank you folks. Thank you very nuch ixdeed. 

(TENANTS on carpet continue the i r  act ivit ies.  
LANDOWNER crosses down, center) 

LANrn&mR 
( t o  LOUDSPEZAKW, j ingl ing money in  pocket) 

Not bad, eh? 

LOUDSPEAKER 
How much i s  your property worth now, Mister? 

LNDOWNER 
Oh, about forty thousand dollars. 
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LOUDSPMrn 
To what do you attribute your success? That's a l o t  o f  money1 

LANEOWNER 
Well, I had fa i th  i n  the development and growth o f  the city. 

LOUDSPEAKER 
I see. Tell  me, Mister: who developed it? Who made it grow? 

LANEOWNER 
The people. 3verybody. Me, too. 

LOUDSPEAKER 
No, not you, You just sat. Remember?. .Tha t  c i ty  was developed 
through the industry o f  696,000 people. 

Look at then! 
( suddenly) 

They bui l t  the city! What did you do? 

LANDOWNER 
( slowly) 

I remembered that they had to  have a place t o  l i v e  in  while they were 
building it. . . ,And don! t forget, I didn' t break any laws1 Everything 
w a g  honest and above bo,ardl A l l  the smartest people o f  my generation 
were doing it! 

LOUDSPEAKER 
For instance? 

LANDOWNXB 
For instance, Robert Goelet! 

I (fanfare. Spot on GQELET, on 3 step l e f t )  

GOELET 
Before 1850 I bought a f a r m  running from 14th Street t o  47th Street 
and F i f th  Avenue.* I advised my descendants t o  keep on buying up- 
town lo t s  ahead o f  the crowd....** They did, and when my grandsons 
died, their combined fortune was i n  the neighborhood o f  140 million 
dollars! *** 

LANCOWNER 
140 million! That m'zkes me fee l  pretty small1 

(fanfare. s p o t  on VENDELL 
on 3 step right) 

* 
** 
*** 

%istory o f  the Great American Fortunes!'--Gustavus Myees,p. 178. 
Rl%e Golden &rthlf -- Arthur Pound, p.295. 
"Great American Fortunes" -- Gustavus Myers, p.180. 
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mDET.iL 
My family made f i f t y  million dollars i n  New York Peal estate. 

LUDOWNER 
That! s John Wendell. 

VENDE3t;L 
To cl&e it we followed four cordindl rules: never t o  mortgage, never 
t o  se l l ,  never t o  repair, and never t o  forget that Broadway moved 
uptown at the ra te  o f  ten blocks in  ten years1 * 

LANDoVNEEl 
And here's the Granddaddy o f  us a l l  -- John Jacob Astor! 

(fanfare. spot on ASTOR, on 3 step, center) 

ASTOR 
I n  my lifetime I invested two million dollars i n  Manhattan real estate. 
When I died i n  1848, it was worth about twenty millionl...I never 
fa i led  t o  foreclose when I could and I didn't believe i n  coddling my 
tenants when they couldn't pay the rent1 ** 

LANDOWNER 

Lights out on the TEREE W. 
Thank you, gentlemen. 

(bows t o  them. 
t o  Lo'iTDspmm) 

You see, the best people, the founders o f  some of o u r  greatest 
American families. 

Everybody did it1 That is, everybody who was smart enough1 And no- 
body thought it was wrong. Nobody, do you heart 

(crosses down) 

(Spot on BENNETT a t  2 step dom right) 

BENNETT 
W e l l ,  not exactly noboQ. 

LANrnWNTB 
( un en t husi as ti c a1 1 y ) 

Oh, hello1 

This i s  James Gordon Bennett of the Werald"...,. 

He's got a l o t  o f  crazy ideas. 

( t o  LOUDSPEAKER) 

(They bow) 

BENNETT 
John Jacob Astor died today. 
worth twenty million dollars among h is  various descend,anb~k.diow 
if I had been an associate of Mr. Astor the f i r s t  idea f md'h€have 
put into h i s  head was this: at least  one-half o f  h i s  immense preperty- 
belongs to  the people o f  the City o f  New York. During the last fifty 
years o f  th is  man's life, h is  property has been augmented and increased 
i n  value by the wgregate intelligence, industry, enterprise and com- 
merce o f  the citizens o f  New York, 

* "The Golden Earth" -- Arthur Pound, p. 286-87. ** "The L i f e  and Ventures o f  the Original John Jacob Astor'' - 
by Elizabeth L, Gebhard, p. 246, 

He left a w i l l  disposing a f  pmperty 

It i s  therefore as plain as two 
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BENNETT ( m n t  1 d) 
and two make four, that at l e a s t  h a l f  o f  h i s  immense e s t a t e ,  has 
accrued to him by the  industry o f  the comunityl*  

(BENNETT e x i t s )  

LANmwNER 
Crazy a s  a bedbug! 

Well,  so long! 

Everybody's out o f  step but J i m  Bennett! 
( s t a r t s  off) 

LOUDSP- 
Key, where a r e  you going now? 

I;ANm??NER 
Up the l i n e  a ways, 
around Fourteenth S t r e e t ,  

Just bought a p i e c e  o f  property w a y  uptown- 

L0uDspEBKE.R 
But w h a t  about those people? Look at them1 

LANDOWNER 
Oh, them! They' re a l l  right!  They' 11 be here when I come back on 
rent  day1 

LOuDsPEAKrn 
They will? Why? 

LANDOWNER 
Because a man's got t o  have a p lace  t o  l i v e 1  

So long! 
(pause) 

( p i c k s  up signs and crosses  off. TENAXT, 
remain and a s  music s t a r t s ,  they go i n t o  
t h e i r  own individual occupations as--) 

BLACKOUT 

(End of Scene 3) 

.. i 

~- - 

* % i s t o r y  o f  t h o  Great American Fortunes" - Gustavus Myers, pa 148. 
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ACT ,I 

SCENE: 4 - LOOKING BUCKWARD 

CKARACTERS 

Loudspeaker 

L i t t l e  Man 

Gui de 

Cit izen,  Man 

Tenants o f  the HOUSE 

- A- Why they came 

Father 
No t h e r  
Ihught er 
Son 

- B- Vhat they saw 

Steve 
Joe 

- C- W N t  they $Tot 

Mother 
Father 
a c t o r  

( Iri sh Family) 

(Mary, 18)  
(Mike, 25) 

(Steve and Joe) 

( 14) 
(17) 

( Cholera) 

1 
1 
) Jewish Family 

P a t i e n t  - Voman ) 
Her Daughter 1 
Doctor ) Third Floor Landing 
Nurse 1 
Doctor 
Mother 
3OY 

1 

1 
) stage Right Cubicle 

First  Orderly 
Second Orderly 
Man 
Emaciated Man 
Fi r s t Newspaper b p o  r tar 
Second Newspaper Reporter 

Voice of Gerritt Forbes, City Inspector ,  New York 



ACT I 

SCENE 4 9 LOOKIBO BACKVARD 

.. .- 

(The stage i s  dark. Musicd There is a pause) 

LI'M'LE MAN 
Hey1 Give me same light; 

(LlTmE MAN come& down the aisle of the theatre, 
leftc 
w a y  from pit t o  stage left. 
Scene is playdd in frorft-6f blacks.) 

Spot follows him as he comes up stsir 

muDsP&AKm 
What is it? 

LITTLE EXAN 
I'd like some information. 

L0UDSPUKE.R 
What about? 

LITTLE NlAN 
H ousing. 

LOUDSPEAKB 
What are you doing up there i n  those clothes? 

LITTLE MAN 
What's the matter with +,hem? 

LOUDSPEAKER 
The matter with them? Why, they look like 1938. 
finished was 1845. 

The scens we just 

LITTL'E: MAN 
Oh that. Say, I'm no actor. I just came from down- 

(pointing to seat i n  orchestra) 

L0UDSPVUKX.R 
Well, what do you want? 

LITTLE MAN 
Information. 
going to stop the show and ask questions. 

Every time something happens that I don+ t understand I 

L O U D S P ~ E R  
And whols going to answer then? 

LITTLE MAN 
You are. 

LOUDGPWER 
I seerr..rNow tell me, Mister, what makes you so curious about houskng? 
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LITTLE MAN 
Well, i t ' s  l i k e  this: every time there's a new housing development i n  
New York, in  Brooklyn, Queens or New Jersey, I dash right out there, 
get myself interviewed and fill out an application for an apartment. 

LOUDSPEAKER 
And then what happens? 

4 LITTLE BUN 
I wait. 

LOUDSPEAKER 
I see. And then? 

LITTLE MAN 
And then, af ter  two or three years, I get t i red  o f  waiting and I read 
about another new development. 

LOUDSPEPXER 
What happens then? 

LITTLE M U  
I dash right out, get myself interviewed and fill out an application, 
Hillside, Soulevard Gardens, Knickerbocker V i l l a g e ,  F i r s t  Eouses--* 
I 've  seen 'em all-and I ' m  s t i l l  waiting. 

MUDSPEUF3I 
And that makes you curious? 

LITTLE EllAN 
That started it. So I went down t o  see the Tenement House Commissioner, 
He  told me the Living Newspaper was doing ;I show on Housing and I ought 
t o  see it,.,.So here I am. 

LOTJDSpEAKER 
So I see.. .We l l ,  what1 s the f i r s t  question? 

L I  TTLE I d A N  
I t' s this: Why didnt t I ever get rooms i n  any o f  those developments? 

LOUDSPBXER 
Because, without exception, they were swamped with applications long 
before they opened their  doors. There are 1,750,000 people l iv ing i n  
old-law tenements i n  New York City today,** and if they dl wanted t o  
get into a model housing development l ike ,  say, V l r s t  Houses1' their  
chances are about 3,600 t o  one.*** 

* 

** 
*** 

Opened for tenancy, Hillside, 1935; Boulevard Gardens, 19%: 
Knickarbocker Village, 1934; F i r s t  Houses, 1935. 
New York City Housing Authority, 
Wousing or 31se11, p.8, Langdon W. Pos t ,  New York City Boysing 
Authority, 1936. 
On a basis of f o u r  persons t o  a family, with 120 apartments i n  
ttFirst Houses", the ratio i s  3,600 t o  one,-zd. 
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I 

LITTLE MAN 
3,600 t o  onel . , .  

Now you say, my troubles s tar ted  about a hundred years ago when land 
began t o  go up.... 

(whist les  - a pause) 

LOUDSPEAKER 
That's w h a t  we've been showing. 

LITTLE MAN 
T e l l  me, at that  time, didn't anybody say anything about i t? 

LOUDSPEAKW 
Sure. Everybody said i t  was a shame. 

LITTLE MAN 
Well ,  didn' t they a anything? 

LOUDSPEATCER 
Those were the good o l d  days when nobody did  anything about anything. 

LITTLE MAD 
They j u s t  l e t  i t  ride.. . . . ? 

LOUDSP~ER 
They j u s t  l e t  i t  ride. 

LITTLE hUN 
(starts  t o  cross  r i g h t ,  then stops) 

( turns  toward LOUDSPEAK?lR at r i g h t )  
O.K. Now, l e t ' s  see  some o f  the houses these people 

l i v e d  ?in. 
' 

And f o r  the  love of Mike, l e t !  s s e e  some people---not land- 
l o r d s ,  people!  

LOUDSPEAKER 
A l l  r i g h t ,  where do you want t o  go? 

LITTLE 1 U  
Well,  l e t ' s  see. What year are we i n  now? 

Any one you l i k e .  
LOUDSPElru(ER 

LITTLE MAN 

! 

( thinking) 
Urn-m--let's make it 1850. Now, I ' d  l i k e  t o  t%,e a walk around the "awn 
and get acquainted. Got a map? 

LOUDs?UER 
Sure. 

Hey, Dave, l e t ' s  have a look at New York about 1850. 
( t o  PROJECTIONIST) 

(Screen comes down d i r e c t l y  i n  f r o n t  o f  blacks: 
LITTLE U? starts to  cross pro jec t ion  o f  map? 

rrp to  screen - looks it over then starts to  
cross down center ,  nods approvingly t o  LOU& 
SPEAKER but seems a b i t  puzzled because he * Map of New Pork i n  1850, from f i l e s  of Beseler Lantern Sl ide  Co. , 

131 E, 23rd S t , ,  New York. 
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LOUDSPEAKER ( cont' d) 
does not recognize the neighborhood) 

LITTLE MAN 
Don't you think I need a guide? I might get lost. 

LOUDSPEAKrn 
Anything you say. 

There you are. 

( spot on a MAN sprawled out, asleep on 2 step 
He i s  dressed i n  period o f  1850) down le f t ,  

LITTLE MBW 
He's asleep. 

LOUDSPEAKER 
Wdce him up. 

LITTLE MAN 
( doubtfully) 

(crosses gingerly, stops, then swings around) 
Sure? 

Say, just i n  case we both get lost -- where am I now? 

LOUDSPEAKER 
You are standing beside a brook on what i s  now the Hotel Astor.* 

(projection on screen) 
LITTLE 2AN 

You don1 t say. . . 
That means when I come back here, I walk down t o  Forty-second, take 
the '7th Avenue Subway hone ,and-- 

( t o  himself) 

LOUDSPEAKER 

(as  LITTLE MAN cro8ses back t o  wake GUIDE) 
---and add eighty-eight years on the vray. 

And yould better watch out fo r  Indians1 

LITTLE MAN 
Indians? 

LObDSEAKHIR 
You never can te l l .  

LITTLE MAN 
Oh well--- 

(crosses to 2 step down l e f t  quickly, 
shakes GUIDE) 

Hey, wake up1 

GUIDE 
(stretching and rubbing h is  eyes) 

Huh? 

* H a l l  o f  Records, New York, N.Y. 



LITTLE MAN 
I ' d  like to have a look at the town. 

You live here, don't you? 

How at?out it? 
(as GUIDE stares 8.t him) 

GUIDE 
(shaking his head). 

Not me. 
live here,,, 

I know the town pretty well, though. 
down BroRdway. Come on! 

Too noisy,.,Itts all right f o r  a visit, maybe, but I couldn't 
- 

(He gets up) 
I'll take you. fell1 jupt go 

(They start striding in plpce in 
front of screen to indicrte walking 

Music, Projection chmges,) 
I through the neighborhood projected. 

Thet'Fz the Leeds Farm,* 

LITTLE MAN 
Leeds Fnrm? 

LOUDSPEAKER /- 

Thirty-fourth Street pnd Broadmy to you, 

(THEY stride again and. projection chrnges) 

GUIDE 
That's the Madison Farm,** best cow8 in the whole county. 

LITTLE MAN 
Madieon, eh? 

LOuDspEAKEIi 
( ?Oft ly) 

Twenty-third and Srodmy - Qhere the Flatiron Building i s ,  

(They stride Rgpin: projection changes) 

GUIDE 
That's a quiet little spot cplled Union Place,*** 

LITTLE W 
Union Place' 

LOUDSPEAKER 
Union Sq.mre! 

(They stride ag8in; projection changes) 

qail of ReCOrdfi, New York, N,Y. 
?* Valentine's Manuel, ~362. 
***Stokes, Iconogrmhy A9 - Vol.3, p. 136. 
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GUIDE 
Now we're rea l ly  i n  the city. 
I t ' s  a converted stable -- about tn i r ty  people l i v e  there now. * This i s  the New Bowery: number 40. 

LITTLE MAN 
Did they make much o f  an alteration? 

GUIm 
Sure - whitewashed the whole place. 

Look ;aut! That buggy almost 'ran you down. Trafficte certainly 
ter r ib le  here. 

That's Bleecker Street, 
l i v e  here, ** , 

(grabs LITTLE MAN) 

(They stride again: projection changes) 
They donlt give a hoot about the pedestrians, 

Pret ty  smart neighborhood. ..,.Only the swells 

(LITTLE MAW backs up downstage to look 
at projection) 

LITTLE MAN 
Yould never think it t o  look at it now, 

GUIDE 
Huh? 

LITllLE NlAN 
Skip it.. 
t en em en t . I was just talking t o  myself.. . . . . let 's have a look at a 

GUJ DE 
All right. Vet11 turn east into Cherry Street.*** 

(They stride again, . .pro jecticn changes, 
they stop) 

This i s  Gotham Court - at 36-38 Cherry Street, 

(projection o f  Gotham Court - front v i m )  

LOUDSPWER 
Gotham Court: tnirty-five feet front, 240 feet deep. Five storiee 
high,**** twenty-four apartments t o  a floor. 
a l l ey  eight feet wide***** -- Want t o  hear some more? 

view o f  court (Gotham Court)****** 
The Chairman of the Council o f  Hygiene and Public  Health o f  the 
Citizenst Association o f  New York w i l l  now read h is  reportt 

(spot picks out NiAM on 2 step down right) 

The windows open on an 

(LITTLE MAN nods: projection changes to 

* 
** Home o f  Abraham Van Nest, Bleecker Street - between Charles md 

*** Picture from ltSlums and Housingtl, James Ford, Vol.1, p.143, **** IlTenement House Problemft,--edited by De Forest & Veiller,p.-'%> 
*****nSlums and Housing"--Jmes Ford, Val. 1, p. 143. ****** I b id  

"New York And I t s  Institutions - 1609-1872." J.S.Richmond, p.488, 

Perry, New York, N.Y,--Valentine's Manual - 1854, p. 528. 
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C I  T I  ZEN 

Gotham Court, housing 126 famil ies ,  i s  entered at the s ides  from alleys 
e ight  f e e t  wide and,  by reason of the v i c i n i t y  b f  another tenement o f  
equal height,  the  rooms at'e so dark t h a t  on a cloudy day i t  i s  impos- 
s i b l e  t o  read o r  sew without a r t i f i c i a l  l i g h t ,  I t  has not one room 
which can i n  rvly way be thoroughly venti latedr The vaults  and sewers 
which a r e  t d  cwrft off the f i l t h  of the one h a d r e d  and twenty-six 
f a m i l i e s  have grated openings i n  the e l l e y s  thrdugh which the  noisome 
and deadly odors poison the  dank d r  of the house md tne courts. The 
water c l o s e t s  f o r  the whole vast establishment are a range Of undar- 
ground s ta l ls  without doors, a c c e s s i b l e  not only fron the  building, 
but even from t h e  street.* We have found,...... 

( reading) 

(p j e c t i o n  &f; screen amy) 

(unable to stand anymore) 

(BLACKOUT on CITIZEN. GUIDE e x i t s )  

LITTLE IJIBN 

That' s enoughC 

LITTLE MAN 
( t u r n s  toward LOUDSPEAKER) 

What happened a f t e r  he hnnded i n  that report? 

LOUDSPEAK3R 
Everybody said it was a shame and something ought t o  be done about it. 

LITTLE MAN 
Md they do anything? 

LOuDsPrnrn 
No. ** 

LITTLE MAN 
That about the people who l i v e  here? 

LOUDSPXAKER 
Plny don't you go i n  and have a look? 

LITTLE IdAN 
Me? 

LOITDSPEWCER 
Certainly. 

0. K. but if anything happens you can t r a c e  me through my s o c i a l  
s e c u r i t y  number. 

LITTLE ?W 

(pats h i s  wallet.  Crosses and s i t s  on 2 step 
down l e f t .  Blacks away. Music) 

BLACKOUT 

* 
** "Sluns and Housing'', James Ford, V o l . 1 ,  p. 138, 

Report o f  Council of Hygiene and P u b l i c  Health o f  the  Citizens'  
Association... .l864 - New York City Municipal Library,  
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SCEXE A - WHY THEY CAME (IRISH FAMILY) 

(Upper center c u b i c l e  l i g h t s  up-=FATH3R, MOTHER, 
MARY (18). 
The FATHER i s  seated at the t a b l e ,  reading 
h i s  paper. 
g l i n g  with a skir t  over her head. 
passes  around the table s i l e n t l y ,  l4ving out 
the  dishes for dinner) 

Sone distance away, MARY i s  strug- 
The MOTHEEI 

( There i s  a 'pause. . * ) 

MARY 
( f i n a l l y  g e t t i n g  her s k i r t  down and adjust- 

You can put your paper down now, 
(€!e does) 

ing i t )  
A l l  r i g h t ,  Pa. 

What's i n  i t ,  anyhow? 

FATHER 
I don! t know. I wasnf t reading i t ,  

MOTHER 
(without looking up) 

Paper c o s t  a cent. 

FATHER 
I know, Ma. I111 read i t  l a t e r .  

Wnere you going? 
( t o  DAUGHTER) 

(MIKE enters - stands l e f t  o f  door) 

MARY 
Back t o  the store. Bave t o  work tonight. 

( s n i f f s )  
What's t h a t  smell? 

MOTHE2l 
(as FATHEEt picks up paper again) 

T o i l e t .  Drain's a l l  stopped up. 

MARY 
Well ,  w h y  doesn' t somebody go down and f i x  I em? 

MOTHER 
Your father fixed i t  twice today. 

MARY 
matts the matter with the landlord? ;Khat do we pay r e n t  f o r ?  

mTHm 
Ask your father.  
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. .  

FATHER 
(as they al l  turn t o  him, puts down h i s  paper) 

L e t ' s  eat. 

MARY 
(putt ing on her coat)  

( s tarts  toward door) 
I can't .  I'll be late. 

FATHER 
Watch out f o r - t h a t  broken step on the w a y  down..... 

MOTIIER 
And come straight home..... 

FAllIER 
O f  course she w i l l .  She always does. 

(He begins t o  eat, reading h i s  paper. MARY 
has j u s t  reached the door when MIKE b a r s  
the  w a y )  

MIKE 
( e a s i l y ,  i n  a low voice)  

What you goinf to do i n  the  s t o r e  tonight? 

U Y  
Work. 

MIKE 
D i d n ' t  know i t  was open - tonight. 

Well i t  is. 
MARY 

MIKE 
You wmldntt be f o o l i n '  your big  brother,  now, would you? 

I said,  YOU wouldnt t  be f o o l  --.- 
(as she j u s t  looks at him -- a b i t  louder) 

U Y  
( fearful ly)  

Ssssh! 
(She looks at FATHER t o  see if he has heard) 

FA!?LHI 
( t o  MOTHER, without looking up from paper) 

I see where Frank Conolly died yesterday,. . . 
MIKE 

(grabbing her by the wrist) 
Would you? 

MARY 
Honest, Mike, I got t o  g e t  back. I got t o t  
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FATHER 
Tha t  makes the th i rd  funeral i n  that house th is  week,,. 

I 

MOTHEEi 
(cover t ly  watching MARY and MIKE) 

What did he d ie  o f ?  

FATHER 
Paper doesnt t say. , , 

MARY 
( i n  a whisper, struggling t o  f r e e  her arm) 

I got t o  work, Mike, I awear. I ain't l y in f  t o  you! You bel ieve me, 
don't you, Mike? 

MOTHER 
( s t i l l  watching them) 

That's funny.. . . 
. FATHER 

I t  just says he died..., 

MARY - Don't yaul 

MIKE 
Been seein' anything of that boy next door l a t e l y?  

MARY 
No, Mike. I haven' t seen him. Ilonest I haven' t. 

MIKE 
.,'giving her arm a twist) 

Have you? 

MARY 
( a f ra id  to  cry out) 

NO. Mike! MIKEI 

FATHEZ 
(looking up from paper) 

I thought you w0re i n  a hurry. 

MARY 
(crosses to  FATHER) 

(kisses him- l o o k p 4  MQTEER- then ex i ts )  
I am. Good-bye, Pop... 

MOTHER 
( s i t s  at table as MIKE crosses up and 
puts hat on) 

?J?here are you going, son? 

MIKE 
1'11 just make sure she gets there, 

(Exits. Pause as MARY and MIKE go down the 
narrow stairway le ft  p d  off) 
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FATHER 

Wish they were a l l  l i k e  her. 
I know what's i n  your mind, Kate.. . but yoirtre a l l  wrong; Mary's a 
good girl. 

MOTHER 
Don't take cream long to  get sour i n  th is  neighborhood, 

Tom, we've got t o  move. 
( a  pause) 

l?A!mER 
But I've to ld  you so many times. . 

MOTHW 
I don't care. We've got to move. 

 ow long can four grown-up people l i v e  i n  one room? HOW long, #&? 
( r is ing)  

FAW-ER 
But we've no place t o  go. 
up and down Cherry Street,  Ol iver ,  Catherine, Madisonl * 
a f l a t  to  l e t  i n  any o f  them. 

I 've  spent the last  four Sundays walking 

And even i f  there were, they'd be no 
There isn't 

better  than this for  what we can a f ford  to  payf .c 

MOTHER 
( soft ly )  

Tom, is this  what we l e f t  Ireland for? Is th is  what we gave irp a 
cottage and green grass and the good hot  sun for? 

Fmm 
There's no famine here, Kate. 
i f  you can af ford t o  pay f o r  'em. 
whole year, .a whole year. 

Plenty o f  potatoes and bread and meat, 
And I 've  been working steady a 

MOTHER 
Sure, but where does i t  a l l  go? 
Mary was right.. ,What & we pay rent for, anyhow? 

To the landlord, to the butcher1 

FATHER 
Because welve got t o  have a place to live--- 

MOTHER 
Does i t  have t o  be here? 

Does i t  have t o  be here where your own daughter's got to take her 
clothes o f f  i n  front o f  your eyes, i n  a place that smells so you canlt 
even eat1 

(suddenly pointing) 
Look1 Roaches1 

(as FATHER r ises  and stanrps on them) 
I scrub and I clean and nothing happens. Just f i l t h  and vermin and 
garbage, and, and ..... I t e l l  you, I can't stand it! 

(she f a l l s  back onto the chair, weeping) 

(no answer) 

* Historian, Immigrantsf Industrial Savings Bank, New York, N.Y. 
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ACT I 

SCENE 4B - WHAT TEEY SAW (STEVE and JOE) 

(Light comes up on cubicle stage right. 
JOE i s  at a 

STEVE stares out 
STEVE (14) and JOE (17). 
mirror f ixing h is  t i e ,  
as though looking through a window) 

Hey, kid, where! s Pop? 

(staring o u t )  
out 

I know he1 s out! Where i s  he? 

Looking f o r  a job. 

I s  he s t i l l  sore at me? 

Yeah. 

What' d he say? 

JOE 

STEKE 

JOE 

STEVE 

JOE 

STEVX 

JOE 

STEVE 
He said if he sees you around here, h e ' l l  throw you out. 

JOE 
What else? 

STEVE 
He said I should keep away from you. 

JOE 
Oh, he did? 

STEVE 
He said you're no damn good and if he thmght I ' d  turn out l i k e  you 
he'd crack my akull,  

JOE 
Well, he don' t have to worry, I ' m  clearing outta' here, 

STEVE 
Where'11 you go, J O ~ P  
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JOE 
Never mind. 

STEVE 
But where w i l l  you go, Joe? 

JOE 
(pu t t ing  on coat) 

Noma your business. You're t o o  young. 

STEVE 
J o e ,  can I go with you? 

JOE 
No! 

STEVE 
Aw, Joe .  

JOE 
No 1 

( s n i f f s )  
That t o i l e t  s t inks.  Go on down and f i x  it. 

STEVE 
( s t i l l  s ta r ing  out) 

Guy across  the h a l l  f ixed  it. 

JOE 
Well, i t ' s  busted again. Go on! 

STEVE 
Wait a minute, w i l l  you, Joe, 

(suddenly, leaning forward, i n  a hushed 
voice) 

She's j u s t  come i n  again. 

JOE 
who 7 

STEVE 
You know, 

JOE 
( looks out window, then goes back t o  mirror) 

What do you know about i t ?  

STEVE 
I'm not so dumb. 

JOE 
Get away from that  window1 

(Enter MARY, l e f t .  Stands at entrance 
t o  a l l e y )  

7 i 
STEYE 

( s tar ing,  fascinated)  
There's a fe l low with her I never aeen before. 



Get away from that windowl 

( excited) 
Look, Joe, she's --- 

JOE 

STEVE 

JOE 
Get aww from that windowl 

STEVE 
(swings around, h i s  voice shr i l l ,  def iant)  

I wall* t! You' r e  only  my brother and you can't  make me! 

JOE 
( s t a r t i n g  for him) 

I cant t ,  eh? 

STEVE 
I f  you touch me, 1 '11 t e l l  Pop, t h a t ' s  what I ' l l  do! 

JOE 
(coming c loser )  

(no answer) 
What' 11 you t e l l  him? 

What111 you t e l l  him? 

STEVE 
This ain't the f i r s t  time I looked out o f  that window. 

JOE 
What's that? 

STEVE 
I said i t ' s  n o t  the f i r s t  time I looked out o f  that  window. 

JOE 
What e l s e  w i l l  you t e l l  him? 

(STEVE looks away, not answeripg. JOE grabs him) 

STEVE 
You' 11 see--- 

JOE 
What e l s e  w i l l  you t e l l  h i m ?  

STEVE 
1'11 t e l l  him who e l s e  I saw2 

JOE 
Who e l s e  d i d  you see? 

STEVE 
You know who e l s e  I saw! You know- 

JOE _ I  _ -  
Who? 



. 

- .  

Y oul 

my, you -- 

$'PIEVE 
JOE s t a d s  rooted) 

J JO$ 

(Be punches him i n  the face. S T E Q  sinks 
to  the floor. JOE tnkes a f i na l ,  f l ee t -  
ing look toward STEVE and exits.. . We 
fo l low him as he comes down the steps, 
whistling happily. Be crosses stage. 
MARY steps out o f  the shadow o f  a l l e y  
and greets him) 

MARY 
(putting her hand on h is  arm) 

Joe. 

JOE 
(without enthusiasm) 

Hel lo,  Mary, 

MABY 
Glad to see me, Joe? 

JOE 
( doubtfully) 

Sure. 

MARY 
I had a hard time get t ing  away tonight. 

Yeah? 
JOE 

MARY 
Mike knows about us, Joe, and I think Mom does. 

JOE 
( defiantly)  

What if they do? 

MARY 

I don't care about them, K i s s  me, Joe, 
( interrupting) 

(Re does, then - putting her arm through 
h i s  both cross downstage) 

Wheretre we going tonight? 

JOE 
No place. I ' m  leavin' here - for good. 

MARY 
( shocked) 

L eaving? 
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JOE 
That's r ight .  Leavin'. I ' m  sick of t h i s  place and the o l d  man kickin' 
me around. 

OhL 

When do we go? 

- We? I can't  have 

You're going away 

Joe - you1 ve got 

(There i s  a pause, as the idea sinks i n ,  
then) 

JOE 
(backing away a step - looking r i g h t  

no woman hanglng around1 
at her) 

I got things t o  dol 

MARY 
( unbelievingly) 
and leave me? Here? 
(Re looks at h e r ,  but he doesn't answer) 
t o  take me with you1 
(He looks away. As he s t i l l  doesn't 

answer, her mood changes; she grows 
a l i t t l s - d a z e d )  

Where you goin ' ,  Joe? 

JOE 
I don't know, 

MARY 
How you goin' to  l i v e ?  

JOE 
( looking at her  again) 

(suddenly turning on MARY) 
I a i n ' t  worried, There's ways, 

I can't take you with me, Mary. 
a job. 

I j u s t  can ' t  --- myhow, you got 

MARY 
Sure, I got a job. 
r i g h t  her e. 

I t  comes from not havinl any fun and workin' a l l  day and l i v i n '  and 
eatin'  ,and sleepfnf i n  the  same room with three  other people, every 
one o f  fern watchin' me every minute, afraid I ' m  goin' t o  go bad on 
'em! I t  comes from a l o t  o f  things---I donrt know w h a t  they a r e  - 
only I f e e l  sick,. . . . .and t ired. . , . ,and hopeless..*. AND I IDN'T WANT 

You know w h a t  else I got? I got a pain,  Joe, 

(putt ing hand on chest)  

TO GO BACK I N  THERE --- WITHOUT YOU1 
( c r o s s e s  t o  him and puts arm on his slowly) 

Take me with yhu, Joe, 

JOE 
I cant t. I haven' t got the money. 

(as she looks down pause - He looks at 
her - then, pointedly) 

NOW, if I could lay my hands on some......... 
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MARY 
Then quickly.. . . ) 

Momls just got enough for supper, and Mike wouldn't give  i t  to me even 
i f  he had any. 

A pause - he 

( looks at  him. 

(She begins t o  get an idea. 
starts o f f .  Crosses i n  front  o f  her l e f t ,  
and looking at  her.. . ) 

Good-bye, Mary. 
J O E  

MARY 

(She puts her a r m  out and stops him. 
Joel 

He 
swings around slowly) 

I think I know maybe where I could f ind some...... 

J O E  
Where? 

MARY 
W i l l  you take me with you? 

(crossing a step to him) 

JOE 
Well.. . . . 

MARY 
( insistent)  

W i l l  you? 

JOE 
Yeah -- 

(He node. MARY, not a l l e  t o  come out with i t )  

MARY 
NO. .NO.. . 

(backing aopag). 

JOE 
( twist ing her arm) 

Where ia i t ?  --- 
MARY 

( looking down) 
The o ld  m,zn at the store Qhere I q r k . .  .he keeps a XQ4 Of -@@ 
hidden under. ., . . 

J O E  
Ssssh! 

Come on, ' 

Come on. 

( looking up at house - n pause) 

(crosses left, - looks aroqnd) 



MARY 
(stands there --- looks at him) 

(starts  l e f t  - looks back at house over 
Y.eah 9 

come on. 
shoulder) 

(Then she runs out with him) 

BLACKOUT 

(Spot picks up LITTLE MAN on 2 step down left) 

LOUDSPEAKER 
Want to see some more? 

LITTLE MAN 
( doubtfully) 

Well.. . a .  

LOUDSPUER 
Why don't you try that room downstairs? 

LITTLE MAN 
Do you think I ' d  better? 

LOUDSPEAKER 
Go on1 

(as LITTLE MAN nods h is  head) 

BLACKOUT 
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SCENE 4 c C  ,-- WHAT THEY GOT -- CHOLERB 

(Lights  go on i n  lower center  cubic le ,  on 
A c r i b  a Jewish family -- FAT€??, MOTHWi - music) 

JrnISl-3 MOTHER 
He hasn't moved f o r  a long t i n e  now, 

JEIAISE FATEIZ 
I t t  s good. Sleep is good. 

JEWISH MOTHER 
How white h i s  face  i s .  

Such a good baby. 
( l eans  over c r i b )  
Never c r i e s .  

JEWISH FATHZR 
With a mother l i k e  you ne should cry. 

JEWISH MOTH3R 
Max-- I'm afraid, , , . 
Where i s  the Doctor? 

( suddenly) 
You said he was coming r i g h t  away. 

FATHER 
Soon. Ire111 be here soon. 

MOTHER 
Well, where is ne? Why i s n ' t  he here now? H o w  many times- 

FAW-ER 
Maybe we should send him t o  the hospital?  

MOTHER 
Hospital? Do you wmt t o  k i l l  him? 

FATHER 
Maybe i t ' s  bet tor  there,  
away, 

I n  the hospital  you can get  a daebar Fight 

MOTIlER 
(at crib,  suddenly) 

Look, Max-- he cant t breathel , .  .Where is the doctor? Whem %a, hw? 

FATHER 
( s i t s  down, wearily) 

He's coming, 

MOTHER 
Comingl Comingl When i s  he coming? When it' s too 1&e? 

FATHER 
Bet s upstairs.  
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MO!FHER 
' Upstaihi  Sb go trp hnd get him1 

FATHER 
Other people are s i c k ,  

MOTHER 
Other people -- He's worrying about other people -- when your own 
baby is-- 

(as he leans forward wearily i n  h i s  chair )  

(He j u s t  shakes h i s  head, t i r e d .  She, 
desperately,  1ooking.from the FA!lXER 
to  the BABY) 

Max1 What s the matter with you? 

Where i s  the doctor? Where i s  he? Max1 
(He opens h i s  eyes and looks at her) 

FATHER 
( i n  a dazed manner) 

Sick,...everybody- s i c k . , , . t h e  baby....the whole house,.,. 
(He gasps and sinks dolrm. M O W E R  t w s p  
sees him sink -- screams) 

BLACKOUT 

(Spot up on t h i r d  f l o o r  landing, PATIXI?", 
(woman) held up b,v her daughter i s  being 
exmined by DOCTOR i n  hot spot ,  with 
NURSE standing by. DOCTOR i s  giving symp- 
tom6 *) 

DOCTOR 
CHOLERA! 

Usual cyanotic color  o f  skin.. 

F ingernai ls  . . . . 
and mucous membrane, 

Eyes sunken.,l.  

( t i p s  f a c e  back) 

(picks ug hand) 

( looks  into  mouth) 

(as he r e l e a s e s  her  hand) 

NURSE 
P u l s e ,  . 

XICTOR 
( a f t e r  holding wrist a 

bpia'end weak, 

Respiration..  . NURSE 

BLACKOUT 

few counts) 

* Text book o f  Medicine - edited by Russel L. C e c i l ,  M.D. pa 262-64. - Published by W,B. Saundere - 1928, 
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(Lights  ug " I n  stage r ight  cubicle.  

BOY on,bed,  DOCTOR at head o f  bed, bent 
over,  head against  chest. 
o f  bed. DOCTOR looks up) 

MOTEE% at f o o t  

DOCTOR 
Heart feeble .  

(PATImT groans and turns tgward s ide  o f  bed) 

(The MOTHER brings a pan, and kneels  by the 
s ide  o f  bed. DOCTOR helps BOY to  raise up 
s l ight ly ,  and holds h i s  head over the pan, 
The BOY r e t c h e s  i n t o  the  pan. Lights dim 

Respiration rapid and irregular .  

Bring the pan, 

out) 

(The spot  comes up i n  the lower center  
cubicle.  JEWISH FATHER i s  s t i l l  i n  a 
state o f  col lapse ,  DOCTOR i s  examining 
him. JZWISH MOTHER i s  standing by) 

MOTHER 
Max. My husband. . . . . 

DOCTOR 
(examining MAN - head, f i n g e r n a i l s ,  mouth, 
g u l  se , heart  ) 

Usual cyanotic color.  m e s  sunken. Pulse rapid  and weak. I ' m  a f r a i d  
i t ' s  Cholera. Vnen was he taken s ick?  

IAOTEER 
T h i s  morning he didn! t f e e l  so good, 

DOCTOR 
Cholera can run i t s  course i n  a few hours. 

(DOCTOR crosses  t o  BABY) 
Put him t o  bed, 

(abruptly) 
This baby is dead. 

MOTHER 
( screams) 

BLACKOUT 

( L i g h t s  come up sharply on the r i g h t  a r e a  
o f  t h i r d  floor landing, catching TWO 
ORDERLIES coming out of a doorway carry- 
i n g  a stretcher .  YKRSE stands center of 
landing, reading chart) 

NURSE 
Ground f loor .  Cholera. Baby dead. Male adult. Advanced stages. 

You're l a t e 1  
( t o  OLUYEmIES) 

I ' v e  got twenty cases  t o  go out immediately! 
(SECOND ORDEFUJY dropying f r o n t  end of 

s t r e t c h e r  t o  the f l o o r )  



SECOND ORDERLY 
Wait a minute, 

FIRST ORDERLY 
what's the matter? 

SECOND ORDERLY 
How m a n y  does this  make for you? 

FIRST ORDE&Y 
I a in ' t  counted, 

SECOND ORDERLY 
Me neither. B i l l ,  I ' m  scared. 

FIRST ORDERLY 
Scared o f  your~luck? 

SECOND ORDERLY 
Sure I ' m  scared- scared 1'11 catch it. Scared I'll--- 

(An OLD W C I A T E D  M6N comes out of  the door 
right next to the stairs,  third landing 
and crosses with jerky, painful movements 
to the NURSE, He holds up the fingars o f  
h i s  hands, and slowly, with effort, moves 
them in  j ere  painful movements) 

MAN 
I can't move my hands. Look! Where's the Doctor? 

NURSE 
He's busy. Go back t o  your room. You're sick. 

MAN 
(turning t o  the SECOND ORDERLY, who i s  
staring at him) 

Doctor1 

SECOND ORDERLY 
Get away! 

MAN 
I can' t move my hands. 

SECOND ORDERLY 
For God's sake, l e t ' s  get out o f  herel 

(Ee rushes off )  

. "  
( D i m  l ights  come up on entire stage. MAN 
comes out o f  a l l ey  l e f t  and collapses or) 
top o f  3 s t q .  
TWO NEWSPAPEFt REPORTERS enter stage left) 

DOCTOR crosses to  him, 

FIRST NEWSPAPER REPORTER 
Say, Doc, what's this  I hear about a Cholera epidemic? 



* '  

- -  

DOCTOR 
Say, who are  you, anyway? 

FIRST NEWSPAPER REPORTER 
I'm from the Vast". 

SECOND NEWSPAPER REPORTER 
The JlReraldff. ' 

DOCTOR 
( turns  away from the OLD MAN, cal ls  to  
FIRST ORDERLY, who comes down stairs) 

Get back to  the hospita l*  and t e l l  them t o  send men, sedan chairs, 
s t r e t c h e r s ,  baskets ,  anything! This whole house i s  infectedi  

(as the ORDERLY stands there ,  looking 

Well,  don't stand there! Oa on! Eurryf I t ' s  Choleral Choleral 

( t o  ORDERLY) 

at him) 

SECOND TJEWSPAPEB REPORTER 
But,  good Lord, everybody says there'  a no such thing as Cholera i n  
New York! 

DOCTOR 
Everybody! Wna's everybody? I t ' s  Cholera. I ' m  te l l ing  youl Over 
t w Q  thousand** have died o f  i t  already, 
a l i v i n g  out o f  these tenements a r e  t r y i n g  t o  hush i t  up. 

>ut the  good people who make 

FIRST NEWSPAPELR REPORTER 
Well ,  my paper won' t ,  Wet11 spread i t  a l l  over --- 

Do CTOR 
Oh, no,  you won't, you're afraid!  You're a f r a i d  o f  t e l l i h g  the truthl 
Afraid t o  mention that no cases  have been reported outside the slumsl*** 
Go on, p r i n t  i t ,  I dare yo14 I DARE YOU1 

HOLD and BLACKOUT 

* 'tSlums and Housingn, James Ford. V o l .  1. p. 117* ** Ibid.  V a l . '  I, p. 129 
*** nLost and Found, or L i f e  Among the Poorf, by Samuel B. H a l l i d a y -  

p* 199 t o  201. 
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L O r n W E B  
New York Post, June 12, 1854* - Cholera - Cholera epidemic epreads i n  
Tenement Met r i c t .  
City  says:  

Gerrief Forbes, Health Inspector** o f  New York 

(During the following speech which comes 
over the LOUDSPEAKER, the stage i s  darkened 
save for a spot on LITTLE baAN s i t t ing  on 2 
step down l e f t )  

VOICE OF FORBES 
Some cause should be assigned f o r  the increaee of deaths beyond the 
increaee of population, and none appears as prominent as that o f  the 
crowded and f i l t h y  state in  w h i c h  a great portion o f  our population 
l i ves .  
so many mercenary landlords who only contrive, i n  what manner they can, 
to  stow the greatest number o f  human beings i n  the smallest possible 
space1 *** 

We have serious cause to regret that there are  i n  our c i t y  

LOuDSPEAlcER 

Five thousand died i n  the previous 
This was the third time i n  twenty years that New York was 

Twenty-five hundred men, women and children l o s t  their  l i v e s  before 
that Cholera epidemic ended.**** 
one.***** 
v i  s i ted by Cholera. ****** 

* New York Post,  June 12, 1854--first reference to Cnolera for that 
year, under head, "The Cholera and Smallpox on Staten Island. Ed. ** Mr. Forbeel o f f i c i a l  c i t y  t i t l e  was "City Inspectortf. At that time 
the City Inspection staf f  took care o f  till the inspection work 
necessary. 
ttie Health Department. 

I t  was i n  this  capacity that Mr. Forbes reported for 

*** "The Tenement House Problem", ed i tehby De Foreat & Ve i l l e r ,  

**** "Slums and Housing" - Jams Ford, Vol. 1, p. 129. 
***** I b i d  - Vol. 1. p. 117, 
****** I b i d  - Val. 1. p. 93. Epidemics of Cholera i n  New York City, 

Librarian, Health Department, New York City. 

Vole 1, pa 71, 

1832, 1849, 1854. -Ed. ' 
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ACT I 

S C m  5 - APPOINT A COMMITTEE 

CHARACTERS 

L i t t l e  Man 

L oud sp e& e r  

C i  ti eens' Commit tee 

(N.P. W i l l i  s 
(Dr. James L. L i t t l e  
(Dr, Alexander Hadden 

M a n  - Announcer of statistics on disease. 

Mayor 

Dr. John H. Griscom, City Inspector,  New York, 

Mayor' s Committee of Four 
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SCENZ 5 APPOINT A COMMIT!FEE 

LITTLE MAN 
( looking toward LOUDSPEAKER) 

What happened a f t e r  that? 

LOUDSPEATTER 
No thing. 

LITTLE MAN 
You mean t o  say they s t i l l  went on j u s t  ta lk ing  about it. 

LOUDSPEATCER 
A Citizens'  Committee was formed t o  inves t igate  conditions. 

(L ights  come up on house, bare and empty) 

LITTLE MAN 
Again? 

LOUDSP- 
I t  consisted o f  Mr. N. P. Willis and Doctors James L. L i t t l e ,  and 
Alexander Hadden. * 

(As t h e i r  name8 a r e  c a l l e d  l i g h t s  cone up 
on the T€€W jm.. i n  each o f  the three  
c u b i c l e s ,  inspecting the furn i ture  and 
making notes) 

LITTLE MBN 
Well,  what did they do? 

LOUDsPEAI(ER 
Well,  give them a chanw, will you? 

S i t  down f o r  a minute. 
(LITTLE  ha^^ starts up impatiently) 

You're getding me nervous! 
(LITTLE MAN s i t s  down. 

(LITTLE MAN'S f ingers.  t r m b l e  as he l ights  

He takes out a 
package o f  c i g a r e t t e s )  

That's r ight  have a smoke. 

h i s  c i g a r e t t e )  
You're n o t  worried about anything, a r e  you? 

LITTLE MAN 
(as though they had kept i t  a secret  from 

him) 
Nobody ever t o l d  me there was Cholera i n  New Yarkl 

LOUDSPEAKER 
I guess a l o t  o f  other  people didn't know abou) i t ,  either.  

LITTLE BBBN 
I thought i t  only  happened i n  China. 

* "Slume and Housing!! - James Ford - V o l .  1,  p. 142 



, 
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LOUDSPEAKER 
Our brand was j u s t  as good as any they ever had1 

LITTLE EdAN 
?Jell, at l e a s t  there i s n ' t  any more Cholera i n  New York today, not 
even i n  old-law tenements. 

LOUDSPEAKER 
That's right.  No more Cholera. 
old-law tenements. . . .Report by the  New York City Housing Authority, 
Tuberculo si  a 1 

(spot  on MAN on 2 step down right)  

MAN 

But look w h a t  we've g o t  instead--in 

From 1919 t o  1934 t h e  death rate from Tuberculosis was 129 per cent 
higher i n  old-law tenements. * 

w m w m  
Diphtherial 

MBN 
The death rate from Diphtheria was 97 per  cent higher i n  old-law tene- 
ments. ** 

L o U D S P m  
Spinal Meningi ti s l  

MAN 
The death rate from Spinal Meningitis was one hundred and nineteen per 
cent  higher i n  old-law tenements-and, the  death r a t e  from a l l  causes 
was ninety-three p e r  cent higher i n  old-law tenements.*?* 

(blackout on W) 

LITTLE MAN 
But I l i v e  i n  an old-law tenement1 What I want t o  know is--' 

LOUD~EAICW 
L e t t s  go back t o  1850 again. Ssshl 

(The l i g h t s  come up on e n t i r e  stage.,  
MAYOR e n t e r s ,  stage r ight  and cross s 
t o  c e n t e r ,  down from 3 step. THREE JP? 

wait for him on -.&st&) . .. 
LI - 

(pointing t o  UYORY 
Who's t h a t ?  

LOUDsPEAKrn 
That's the Mayor. 

* 
** I b i d  
*** I b i d  

Report t o  His Honor F i o r e l l o  LLaGuardia,  Mayor of the  C i t y  of 
New York by the New York City Iiousing Authority, Jan.25,1937. 
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4 

m. HADm 
Mr. Mayor, i t  i s  a huni l iat ing fact that no complete examples o f  sani- 
tary renovation can be found i n  the City o f  New York. 

o f  epidemic diseases! 
s t r e e t  has been redeemed from i t s  f i l th iness . *  

The "Five Points"  
- i s  a distr ic t  s t i l l  ful l  of perpetual fever  nes ts  and the breeding place 

A l l  t o l d ,  i n  New York, not a district ,  not a 

DR, LITTLE 
I saw, between Tenth Avenue and the Hudson River ,  three l a r g e  manure 
yards, a number o f  fa t -boi l ing establishments and slaughter houses, 
And t o  these may be added the d i r ty  conditions o f  the s t r e e t s ,  with 
gut ters  running with blood and f i l t h .  
o f  these, surrounding them on all sides a r e  the crowded and ill- 
vent i la ted  tenements o f  the dis tr ic t1  ** 

Scattered through the midst 

WILL1 s 
b4r. Mayor, I d i d  not dream t h a t  human beings within the reach o f  human 
a i d  could be abandoned to  the wretchedness which I saw with my own 
eyes. And a l l  those horrors o f  want and abandonment l i e  almost within 
sound of your o m  voice  as you pass Broadway. 

\ 

*** 
LITTLE MAN 

That's enought 

LOUDspEAI[rn 
Dr. John R, Griscom, Health Inspector o f  New York presents  a city-wide 
report  on Housing. 

(Enter DR, GRISCOM stage l e f t ,  crosses t o  
center)  

DR. GRISCOM 
Mr. Mayor, i n  the  attempt t o  r a i s e  from the depressed and the p o o r  the 
necess i ty  o f  l i v i n g  crowded i n  s ing le  rooms, much a i d  cannot be found 
i n  any legal enactment, 
thropic  c a p i t a l i s t s  by whom houses might be erected with al l  the  com- 
f o r t s  and conveniences o f  separate rooms, running water and so f o r t h ,  
which would y ie ld  a fair i n t e r e s t  on the i r  value and make thousands of 
people happy1 ..... These are my findings and s w e s t i o n s .  **** 

The remedy l i e s  with the humane and philan- 

(Hands imaginary document t o  MAYOR. A 
Committee o f  four enter down right on 
2 step. 
who crosses  t o  him) 

UYOR beckons t o  COMMITTEE CFAIRMBN, 

LouDspmrn 
New Yorkls f irst  comprehensive document on Housing.***** 

(MAYOR takes imaginary document to  CHAIRMAN 
o f  Committee who catches i t  and goes back 
t o  h i s  group. The OOUITTZE dfscusees the 
imaginary document i n  a sort o f  gibberish. 
Music ) 

* "Slums and Housing" - James Ford - Vol. 1. p. 146-148, ** Ibid. p, 145, *** Ibid. p. 104. 
**** Ibid. p. 108. 
***** I b i d ,  p. 108, 
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+ . 

COMMI TTEE 
Document - Survey - Housing - Cholera - Document - Survey - Housing - 
Cholera - 

LOUDSSEAKEZI 
(spacing the figures between the Committee's 
words) 

One month..... two months.... three months,... four months.... f ive  
months.. . . 

CHAIRMAN OF COWITTEE 
(crosses t o  UYOR) 

Mr. Mayor, your committee do not profess to be judges of the subJect. 
I n  other words, we do not think i t  proper at  th is  time to go into such 
a measure. We recommend that the paper be returned to i t s  author.* 

(Committee ex i t s  right,& CHAIRMAN exits 
MAYOR tosses he tosses paper t o  MAYOR. 

i t  t o  GRISCOM as he i s  leaving) 

LITTLE MAN 
Well, 1'11 be damned. 

BLACKOUT 

* "Slums and Housing!! - James Ford - Val .  1, p. 108 
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“...one third o f  a nation...” 

ACT I - 
SCENE 6 - RENTING 

CHARACTERS 

Three Charwomen 

L i t t l e  Man 

Loudspeaker 

Landlord 

Apartment Seekers -- --- 
F i r s t Agent 
I t a l i a n  Family (5) 

Young Couple 
(Tzan 
(Woman 

Second Agent 
I r i s h  Family of f ive  

Young Boy 
His paremts 

(Father 
( Mo the r 

Old Man 
His  Granddaughter 

Third Agent 
Jewish Couple 

(Man 
(Woman 

Elderly Man 

Group 
(Three Women 
(One ~n 
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ACT I -- 

., 
L -  

(Spots pick up 3 CHARWOMEN, each i n  
one o f  the cubicles. They are 
lethargically cleaning and dusting 
the furniture, sort o f  bal le t  style. 
IAusi c) 

LITTLE IliIAN 
( s t i l l  on 2 step down left; a f ter  
music stops; l ights  up) 

Say, who are they? 

LOUDSPEAKER 
Why they're steri l izing the place, so we don't have another epidemic. 
Got to be careful, you know. 

t'ne dusting) 
(bhslc again as they continue 

( E n t e r  UNDLORD right and crosses 
to 3 stop left, Turns and looks 
up R t CHAR?VOhEN ) 

LANDLORD 
(clapping h i s  hands) 

A l l  right, girls, that 's  enough. 
Hurry up. 

There's onother place four b o r s  down. 

(The CHARWO?LEN exit.. .He takes another 
look around and then, satisfied...he 
hangs a large cardboard sign en the 
stage l e f t  structure; it reads: 'TO 
LET." 
perty, and waits, expectantly, on 3 
step...Entor right, t h e  FIRST AGEXT 
with an ITALIAN FANILY. He seats 
them on the 3 step and crosses t o  

He turns h is  back t o  his pro- 

LANDLORD) 

FIRST A.GEFT 
I brought you some customers -- just  o f f  t h e  boat. 

WTDLORD 
Greenhorns, eh? All o m  family? 

FIRST AGENT 
I didn't ask 'om. A l l  I know i s  they want a place t o  livo. 

LANDLORD 
To go the r ? 



FIBST AGENT 
Sure 

LTLNDLORD 
Room three. Third floor. 

(FIRST AGENT returns t o  GROUP; he 
speaks t o  them i n  Italian; they 
nod happily t o  AGhTT and then t o  
LCJIDLORD. They cross and follow 
AGENT upstairs into upper center 
cubicle. 

During the above a young COUPLE 
has entered left .  
and. stop. They t a l k  togcthcr 

They read sign 
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- 

exoitedly) 

( to LSLNDLORII) 
Arc you the landlord? 

I am. 

I - er - we'd l i k e  t o  rent a 

We've just got marriod. 

Ui NDLt ORD 
Well, you've come t o  the right place. 

Something l i g h t  and airy and. . . . LUbN 

WO&AN 
(quickly) 

And cheap. tlrc can't afford-- 

LANDLORD 
I've got  jus t  the thing fo r  you: private entrance, ground floor, and 
handy to the to i l c ts .  

(points to  basement) 

J.lA N 
Is it l i g h t  and a i ry  cnrf -0 

I t ' s  got a window and a stove and it's two dollars a week. 
UNDLORD 

WOMliN 
One window? 

LANDLORD 
One window' 
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cy- .- 

WOMAN 
Oh 4 

)!&;: 
(putting h is  arm around her) 

(A pause as she looks at the building, 
That's a l l  right, darling. We won't be here long. 

and then they follow LAijDLORD into 
the lower oenter cubicle... 

SECOND AGENT appears with an IRISH 
FAMILY of five, right. The AGENT 
leaves them standing, r ight  center 
below 3 step, and crosses t o  LAND- 
LORD i n  cubicle) 

IRISH GIRL 
( to  HUSBAITD as SECOND AGENT drbsscs 
t o  LANDLORD) 

(looks up at structure) 
This i s  it, Tom -- Americat 

Would you belieye they made 'em th is  big if you didn't see it with 
your own eycs? ' 

SECOND AGENT 
( to  MDLOLRD) 

Got any rooms l e f t ?  

LANDLORD 
S t i l l  ,got a few. 

SECOKD AGENT 
Party o f  f ive  people down there. 

(pointing) 

LANDLORD 
How many rooma? 

SECOIJD AGENT 
One . 

M?DLORD 
Rent? 

SECOND AGENT 
(giving him moncy) 

Horc you aro. 

Fourth f loor  mar. 
LAIDLO RD 

(During the above a YOUNG BOY passine 
has stopped; ho hurries o f f  l e f t  and 
returns with h i s  PARENTS. 
below 3 stop. 

They cross 
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:OLD MAN and GRANDDAUGHTER enter left, 
and cross t o  center. THIRD AGENT and 
JEWISH COUPLE enter r ight immediately 
after. FIRST AGENT comes down from 
upper center cubicle and pushes past 
them: He exits  right) 

THIRD AGENT 
(call ing t o  LANDLORD i n  lower center cubicle) 

Hello, Landlord! 
over here. 

I would l i k e  ono o f  your best rooms for my friend6 

GRANDDAUGHTER 
We were here first, Mister, 

YOUNG BOY 
Wo were here first! - 

LANDLORD 
(coming out o f  lower center cubicle with 
SECOND AGENT; stands on 3 step center) 

Just a minute1 What's going on hero? 

they a l l  s t a r t  up ship stairway to  cubicle 
stage right)  

(SECOND AGEIJT crosses to  IRISH FAMILY and 

GRANDDAUGHTER 
W e  were hero first, and we want a room. 

YOUNG BOY 
They were not1 

GIt'JDDAUGHTER 
We w8re -- weren't we, Grandpa? 

OLD WiN 
( s i t t ing  on 3 step) 

I ' m  tircd. 

LANDLORD 
Never mind. There's room for tho both o f  youe 

MRN has entcrod down loft,  and heard 
the argument) 

Got the rent? 
(An elderly, distinguished looking 

ELDERLY NAN 
Aro you renting rooms i n  th is  building. 

LANDLORD 
(sizing him up and observing h i s  clothes) 

You're on tho wrong strcot, Mistor. 

ELDERLY: U N  
'i don't think so. 

LANDLORD 
Well, you' l l  have to  w a i t  your turn l i ko  cvorybody else-- 

- . ,  
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ELDERLY MAN 
I sn ' t  t h i s  one of the  tenements where the Cholera epidemic -- 

LANDLORD 
(quickly) 

No . 
(He looks fearfully at the TENANTS) 

You must be thinking of that  place around the corner. 
( to GRANDFATHER, helping him up) 

Just because you were here first I ' m  going t o  give you the nicest 
room i n  the whole----- 

I'm sure t h i s  

Shut up, w i l l  

ELDERLY MAN 
i s  the place where Cholera--- 

LANDLORD 
you l 

MOT HE R 
( to  YOUNG BOY) 

You bring us to ' a  Cholera housel You want us to d ie l  

IRISH X M  
Choleral 

(crosses himself) 

JEWISH MAN 
(to THIRD AGENT) 

We go some place e l s e .  Give me my money back. 

THIRD AGENT 
Now, wait--wait1 

LANDLORD 
(to ELDERLY MAN) 

Who the he l l  are you agyway t o  bo upsettin' honest people with your 
l ies and ruinin' business? 

Don't you l i s t en  to  him. 
t o  rentt 

(to TENANTS) 
He's probably got a house of  h is  own h e  wants 

And i t ' s  probably a damned sight worse than mine1 

/ ELDERLY W 
This f i l thy  pesthole should be burned t o  the ground8 

If you don't believe me, call a policeman and ask him. 
a l l  about itl 

I say there was Cholera herot 

(to TENANTS) 
He' l l  t e l l  you 

(defiantly, t o  LANDLORD) 

(As the TENANTS start pioking up the i r  
belongings, approhansively) 

LANDLORD 
(desperately) 

Wait a minute. 
we a l l  can't -- so wc take what God gives us and wo'ra thankful....... 
What if there was Cholera hero? 

Listen. We'd a l l  like t o  l i v e  i n  a marble palace but 

- 
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LANDLORD (Cont'd.) 
Was t h i s  the only house i n  town Ynat had i t ?  

Why don't you answer that, my good friend? 

And let me t e l l  you this:  

Was i t ?  
-(%%-ELDERLY MAN doesn't answer) 

(same) 
Wetve cleaned this house outl We've scrub- 

.. 
, -  

bed i t 1  We've washed itl We've whitewashed i t 1  Why the whole place 
is just  as fresh and cloan as it over was -- look a t  i t l  

(Tho TENANTS s ta r t  t o  leave) 

W D L O R D  
(to TENANTS) 

And you-before you go, remember this:  If you don't l ive here, where 
are you going t o  l ive?  I n  the park? I n  the street? I n  anather place 
that 's no better than mine and maybe a he l l  o f  a l o t  worse? Are you? 

(A pause, as the TENANTS put down 

(A group of THREE WOMEN and a MAN 
the i r  belongings) 

enter l e f t  and jo in  orowd) 
Because, i n  case you're forgetting, there's one thing youtvo got t o  
have -- a l l  of you -0 and you've got t o  make up your m i n d  to it... 
You've got t o  have a place t o  liveI.... 

(pauses) 
Yes,, sir, you've got t o  have a place to l i v e l  

(There i s  a pause....Slowly they a l l  pick 
up the i r  belongings and s tar t  climbing the 
s ta i rs  into the structure, as) 

S L O W  C U R T A I N  

END OF ACT I 

HOUSE LIGHTS 

- .  
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ACT I1 

SCENE 1 - TYE LAW 

CHARACTERS 

Voice 'of the HOUSE 

First Man ) Announcers of the LAW 
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Committee of Three - Housing XnvestigRtion, 1c394 

(Richard %t Ron Gilder, Chairmn 
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Very Reverend A. roodruff Halsey 
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Hon. Rufus V. Peckham, Judge, "Court of Appeals" ) 

) "In Court" 
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ACT 11 

.- 

I 

SCENE I 

(Music, , ,Curtain up on b m e  House- 
one l i g h t  very dim cover8 e n t i r e  
s t k c t u r e  throughout scene. Music 
stops 0 0 0 ) 

VOICE OF HOUSE 
Well, I'm s t i l l  here., .Therefa been-a  l o t  o f  water under the  bridge, 
We've had a few new Presidents and P, C i v i l  War -- but I ' m  s t i l l  here, 
Yourre curious, aren ' t  you? You don't know where I am. Well, I ' m  
here -- ins ide  the  house. I AM THE HOUSE! 

(There i s  R pause. A spot picks up 
odd corners of the  i n t e r i o r )  

Do you see t h a t  broken ba.lustrade? 
s i n k  down there under the steps? 
That's m e .  I haven't changed R b i t  i n  a l l  these years! Not a b i t .  In 
s p i t e  o f  t h e i r  laws! LAWS! 

When you hepr the gong s t r i k e ,  the  City F a t h o r e  sill h v e  given b i r t h  
t o  a b r w d  new law. 

Spots c o m e  up on TWO MEN 
who enter  r i g h t  and l e f t ,  and stnnd on 
2 s t e p ,  down r i g h t  and down l o f t .  They 
announce the LRW) 

Thot crumbling p l a s t e r ?  And thqt 
Do you see t h a t  rubbish p i l e d  up? 

(cackling lpughter;  sardonic) 

(Gong s t r i k e s ,  

is671 A law! 

FIRST MAN 
I t  shall be required that  no horse,  c o w ,  c p l f ,  p i g ,  swine, sheep or 
goat be domiciled. i n  ~ n y  tenoment o r  lodging home!* 

SECOND WlAN 
It s h a l l  be required thnt there  be n proper f i r e  escppe f o r  ench tene- 
ment,** nnd there s h r l l  be one t o i l e t  f o r  every twenty occupants.*** 

(Gong s t r i k e s )  

VOICE OF HOUSE 
la791 A law! 

FIRST MAN 
No windowless roomsI**** 

(Gong s t r i k e s )  

TKE L A W  

lt%'(l A law! 
VOICE OF HOUSE 

3 

* 
** I b i d ,  P t ,  8 
*** I b i d ,  Pt .  5 
**** Tenement Rouse Law o f  1879-N.Y. Stnte StRtut es,ChRp. 504, Sec. l ,Pt  .14. 

Tenement House Lev o f  lG67-N.Y.State Statutea,Chap,gOS,Sec.l,Pt.6. 
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SECOND MAX? 
Water on every f loor !*  

(Lights  out on ANITOUNCERS) 

VOICE OF HOUSE 
D i d  you hear that? F i r e  escapes, a t o i l e t  f o r  every twenty occupants, 
no windowless rooms, and m t e r  on every f loor !  
says! But I ' m  R t i l l  here,  And I haven't changed a bit...,Oh, wel l ,  
I guess  i t t u  time f o r  another investigation.  

That's whet the  law 

( D i m  up THREE COWITTEIWX r i g h t  
on 3 step. They stRre up a t  t h e  
house, notebooks and p e n c i l s  poised) 

What d i d  I t e l l  you? Come on, boys,  look me over. But if you don't 
mind, I guess I 'll  go back t o  s leep  for a while. 

(His voice  tRkes on the quality o f  
8 Yam) 

* . * * I f  anything e x c i t i n g  h p p e n s ,  just... .w~ke...,me.,.up. 

(There i s  a pauue; the  COMMITTEE has 
been looking a t  the  s ink on the  ground 
f l o o r  and up a t  the  broken balustrade) 

LOUDSPEAKER 
May 4, lSg4**., .As a resul t  o f  the campaign waged i n  the  Nev York 
"Press ,  "***Governor Flower today appointed a Committee t o  investi@.to 
housing conditions i n  the  c i t y .  

(Spot on one of the  MEN ?rho s teps  d o n )  

GILDER 

. 

The Chairmm i s  Richard Vatson Gilder. 

Of the  a41 houses me v i s i t e d ,  sce found 16, 756 windomless rooms****.... 

LOUDSPZAKER 
That was f i f t e e n  years a.fter tho lnw mas mssed.  

GILDER 
Only 306 out o f  over 225,OoO people had accese t o  a bathroom. 
than f i v e  Rixths o f  the buildings had t o i l e t s  i n  the yard. More than 
one fourth o f  a l l  the apartments had no f i r e  escams  o f  any kind.***** 

More 

LOUDSPEArn 
That Tau tventy-seven years a f t e r  the  law was pasned. 

(Another o f  the  men, -- ENOCH VR?3ELAND, 
comes amay from the Howe; he- stands ' 

beeide GILDER) 

VREELAND 
I would l i k e  t o  supplement t h t  report .  

LOUDSPEZAKER 
This  is B o c h  Vreeland, Deputy Superintendent o f  the  Building DeDRrtment, 

*T6nament House Law of lSS7 - Chmter 84, Sect ion 663. 
bune, May 5, 1894. ***"The Tenement Hm6e Problemn edited by DeForeut 
& V o i l l e r ,  Vol,  1 ,  P.105, ****Report of Tenement House Committee, 
authorized by Laws o f  1894, Transmitted t o  Legdslature, Jmuary 17,1895, 

**New York Tri- 

pp, 98-116 *****fbid, 
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VREELAND 

The tenements owned by Trinity Church are, without e doubt, among the 
worst i n  the city, with a death rate o f  32 per thousand as age.inst a 
general death ra te  i n  New York o f  24 per thousand.* 

LQuDsPEAgER 
The New York Herald publishes the following reports concerning the 
Trinity properties made by the Department18 Sanitary Inspectors..,. 

EDITOR 
(mot  on EDITOR sta,ge right; reads) 

Eight families are housed over a shop at 8 Sullivan Street. The 
apartments a re  vithout Croton woter or plumbing o f  my description. .. , .At 264 Houston Street i s  perhapfi one of  the worst o f  the Trinity 
tenements. 
that sewage has escaped into the cellw, rendering the place a veritahle 
posthole, 
oving to  the overpowering stench!** 

The wmte pipes i n  the reer house are i n  such bad condition 

It was well-nigh impossible t o  remah in the c e l l a r  R moment 

(EDrTOR exits. Enter CRUGm, stPge right) 

MUPST)Urn 

(CRUGER crosses up to 3 step) 

Colonel S. Van Rensselaer Cruger, Comptroller of the Rector, Church- 
wardens and Vestrymen. 

CRUGER 
Tho s i t w t i o n  hers been greatly magnified, The defects found by the 
Inspectors are trivial,....A great de81 o f  smoke has been mde out o f  
very l i t t l e  fire. Thi8 i s  a l l  I have to say on the subject!*** 

(CRUGER moves down stage to apron step) 

LOUDSPEAKER 
The Very Reverend A. Woodruff Hdsey. 

crosses up t o  3 step) 
(Enter HALSEY, stege right. He 

HALSEY 
We take no exception to these charges, 
six and seven hundred piece8 o f  property w i l l ,  i n  the nature o f  things, 
overlookand even mismanage. No doubt some of the houses complpined o f  
were i n  a bad eanitary condition and needed overhauling....but that th is  
i s  true of  any considereble number o f  properties under the care o f  Tri- 
nity--or that Trinity, the Church, i s  governed by the l a w  of  righteous- 
ness, and Trinity, the Corporation, by the l a w  of greea -- I cannot for  
a moment believe!**** 

A corporation owning between 

(HALSEY moves d o m  stage to apron etep) 

(Enter stnge riqht,  THREE PAHTICIPANTS 
i n  lawsuit. 
dom right -- the ATTORNEYS stand on 
Rpron step right,  facing JUDGE) 

JUDGE stmde on 2 step 

* The New York Tribune, December l7., Mg4, ** Mew York Herdd, December 12, lSg4, .*** New Pork Herald, December 19, 1894. **** "The Nev York Obgerver," clanwry 24, 1895. 
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LOUDSFFAKER 

The Board of  Herlth orders running wnter t o  bo RuDplie? to every 
floor. Trinity refuses. The CPSC i r  t-ken to  the courts, pnd Trinity 
i s  ordered to  comply with the 1m.* 
"Exceptions" could be reviewed by tho Generpl Term...Tho General Term!** 
Stephen P. gash, Attorney for Trinity, Roger Foster, Attorney for New 
York. 

But the verdict i s  sct aeide unt i l  

NASH 
The acts of  LegislRture which impose the duty o f  supnlying water on eqch 
floor of  the houses described, cannot be sustained ae a proper evercise 
o f  police power.+** 

FOST'%R 
The statute i s  a lawful exercise o f  the police power both for the Dro- 
tection of the health of  the community and protection agninst fire.**** 

NASH 
The legisletion under review i s  R burden imposed upon landlords for the 
eese and comfort of temnts. 
guFtrantees!***** 

It i s  cleprly a violntion o f  constitution81 

FOSTZI 
It i p  not a taking o f  property to compel An omer to  improve or a l t e r  
the condition of  his proyerty.****** 

LOUDSVXKER 
Judge Roger A. Pryor renders the decision. 

JUDGE PRYOR 
The uncontroverted proof i s  that the h c k  of  water on the mrious floors 
i s  not bad for the heplth o f  the tenmts. There i s  no evidmce, nor can 
the Court judicial ly kno~, thRt the presence o f  m t e r  T i l l  conduce to  the 
health of the occupmts. The required conduct o f  m t e r  up to  the floors 
serves no other purpose than the convunience of  the tenPnts....A con- 
clusion contrRry t o  the present decision would involve thpt ppecias o f  
socialism under the regime o f  vhich the individual disctppews and i s  Rb- 
sorbed by R col lect ive being cnlled nthe StAte" ... R principle utterly 
repugnant to  the sp i r i t  of our pol i t i cp l  Pystem, and necessarily f n t p l  
t o  our form o f  liberty...,Exccptions sustained m d  A. new t r i a l  ordered.** ***** 

(PECKHAM enters stpge le f t  Rnd Rtnnds down 
l e f t  on 2 step. NASH And FOSTER cross to 
le f t :  s t i l l  on apron step and  face PEClfHAM) 

LOUDSP W Z R  
The Court of Appeals - Judge Rufus W. Peckhm presiding.. . 
* 
** 
*** 
**** 
***** 
****** 
******* 

~ - -  .__.I_ I_----. -.- --- 
Xew York Supp1emer.t ,~'oi.l7,N.v.Sli~reme & T,orIpr Court of Record , - .  
Ibid. 8 is91 - 2. 
N.Y. Court of Appeals - Vol, 8, 1895. 
m a .  
Ibid. 
Ibid. 
N.Y.Supplement,Vol.17, New York Supreme end Lover Courts o f  

RecorB, lS9l - 92. 
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NASH 
The particular requirement under conpiderrtion i s  that the landlord 
should carry water up to the upwr floors o f  h is  tenement i n  or8er 
to  save the tenants the necessity o f  carrying it uy, themselves. It 
.rould be quite 8x1 reasonable to  require the landlord to furniFh the 
houses Tith elevators t o  Rave the t e m t s  the trouble o f  carrying 
up the coal.* 

FOSTER 
Stronger evidence of the need of such R miter supply as the Stntute 
requires hEts been furhished by the extraordinnrily f i l thy ,  and unheRlthy 
conditions of the defendmttp tenement houees. The death ra te  i n  thece 
tenements, Rccording to o f f i c i a l  stntist ics on f i l e  i n  the off ice of  the 
p h i n t i f f ,  i s  far Rbavu tho Hvernge pnd higher t h m  i n  rny other tene- 
ment houses.** 

LOUDSPEAKZR 
The verdict of  the Court of Appeals. 

PECKHAM 
There i s  scarcely a disPent from the general be l ie f  on the Dart of a l l  
who have studied the diseafie that Cholera is  essentinlly ~1 f i l t h  disease. 
The LegislPture cmnot i n  practice enforce a law to make a mm msh him- 
se l f ,  but when it provides f p s i l i t i e s  therefor, it haa taken P long step 
toward the pccomnlishing of  that object, 
promoters of diswpi:, thFtt they breed postilrnce and contagion, sickness 
and denth, cnnnot bz donied. 
o f  the police power rrith rcauoct t o  the nublic heplth. 
reversed. *** 

Thnt d i r t  And f i l t h  lzre gre0.t 

We think the A c t  i s  w l i d  9s an axerciee 
The Judgment i s  

(Blackout on ACTORS) 

( PFtuse 1 
VOICE OF TKE HOUSE 

Well, folks, I guess i t ' s  time to  hme P few new lavs, 
Courts s~ly  you c?n enforce !ern, l e t ' s  write tom i n  the books md then 
you can tear down my poor old cFtrcaes end give me 8. nice decent burial. 

AP long RB the 

(mot  on !lTO MEN, Announcers of the 
L m ,  who enter right 3rd l e f t .  They 
st-nd on 2 stop down right and down 
l e f t )  

VOICE OF THE'HOUSE 
1901. The new laws for  tenements!**** 

FIRST MAN 
A seperato mtcr closet i n  ench apartment!***** 

SECOND Era 
Hallmys mumt be g t  lenGt three feet wide!****** 

-- * N.Y. Court of  Apmals - Vol.  6 ,  Lg95. 
Ibid. 

* * *  Ibid. 
* * * *  Tenement Home Lnvs of 1901 -, N.Y. StPte StAtutes, 
* * * * *  Ibid, Chnpter 555, pRrt 75. 
* * * * * *  Ibid, ChPpter 334, p w t  14, 

** 
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FIRST MAN 

No room may be Jess than seventy equare feet of floor area!* 

SECOM) MAN 
No airshafts. Side courts must be at least twelve feet wide!** 

FIRST MAN 
Adequate fire escapesi*** 

SECOND buN 
Adequate light and air!**** 

(BlPckout on TWO MEN) 

THIRJ3 YblN 
(hurrying on, right, stmds center 
in spot) 

But-- - 

* 
** 
***  Ibid, Chflpter 334, Section 79. 
**** Ibid. I 

** ***Ib id. 

Tenement pouee L a w  of 1901 - N.Y.StPte Statutes,Chap.334,port 70,; 
Tenement House Laws of lgOl,N.Y.Stete Statutes,ChRpter 334,pnrt 51. 

? 

vorcx OF THE HOUSE 
Oh, Lord, I'm afraid of this Qut!" 

THIRD MAN 
--But these l a w p  shall in no way affect m y  tenements alreRdy in existence 
prior to todRyts date, April 12, l9Ol,***c** 

(Bla.ckout on THIRD V U )  

(There is a pause) 

VOICE OF THE HOUSE 
(slowly, very tired) 

Well, folks, I'm still horc,...There'a been a lot of water under the 
bridge, vetve hRd R few new Presidents Rnd the Spculish-Americnn Wm.,... 
But I'm still here..,.Ywh, I'm at111 here,,..still here,,. 

(Voice fades amy) 

B L A C K O U A  

(Blacks in) 



- .  

' 1 . .  .one third o f  a nation.. It 

ACT I1 

SCENE 2 -- CROSSTOWN, 1933 

CHARACTERS 

L i t t l e  Man 

Loudspeaker 

Gu i  de 

- A - Street Kids 

Sammy (12) 
Frank (13) 
Woman - Yiddish accent 

F i rs t  Woman ) 
Second Woman) Announcers - Stat is t ics  on Juvenile Delinquency 

- B - East Side - West Side 

Man 
Woman (Min) 

Mr s. But tonkooper 

Tenement House Commissioner, Now York 

F i r s t  Negro ( a  stevedore) 
Second Negro ( a  bootblack) 

- D - Rent Strike 

F i r s t  Woman ) 
Second Voman ) Fourth Floor H a l l w a y  
Third Woman ) 

Fourth Wolllab ) 
F i f t h  Woman ) Third Floor Landing 

Mrs. HacNamara ) 
Sixth woman ) 

League Organizer Upper center cubicle Group o f  Women Strikers ) 
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U U L  

SCENE 2 - CROSSTOWN .- 1933 

LITTLE MAN 
(hurrying down the a i s l e  o f  the theatre) 

(He stumbles over somebody's foot. .) 

(He hurries up stairway from p i t  t o  stage 

Heyl . .Hey1 

Pardon met 

l e f t .  Follow spot picks him out. Crosses 
to  center on apron step. 
Scene played in  front o f .  blacks) 

Here I am. Heyl 

LOUDSPEAKER 
Oh, hello. Where were you? 

LITTLE MAN 
Out f o r  a beer. I just caught the end o f  that las t  scene. 
why don't we tear down a l l  those old-law tenements? 
we d id  that, a l l  our troubles would be over. 

T e l l  mel 
Seems t o  me if 

LOUDSPEBKER 
That' 8 a very good ques%ion. Why don' t you answer i t?  

LITTLE UAN 
Me? 

LOujdspEAKER 
That! s right. . .Where do you l ive? 

LITTLE MAN 
Eighty-fi fth and Amsterdam. 

LOUI)sPEAK?JR 
I n  an old-law tenement? 

LITTLE MAN 
Well, it' s a made-over brownstone. 

LouDsPEAKm 
Now i f  we tore down you. house, That's an old-law tenement, too. 

where would you move, Mr. - Mr. - 7 

LITTLE MAN 
Buttonkooper. Angus K. Suttonkooper. 

WUDSEBKER 
Well, Mr. Buttoriooper, where would you move? 

LITPTLE MAN 
Oh, i n  tne neighborhood. Maybe around the corner. 



LOUDSPEAKER 
In  another old-law tenement? 

LITTLE MAN 
Sure. 

LOUDSPEAKER m? 
LITTLE MAN 

Because that' s a l l  I can afford1 

LOUDSPWER 
Exactly. 
number o f  people crowding into a smaller number o f  old-law tenenents. 
And you wouldn't be any better o f f  than you were before. 

Do you know w h a t  that means? I t  means weld have the same 

LITTLE MAN 
( t ry ing  to i n t e r r q t )  

But -- 
LOVDSPEAKER 

Stat is t ics  show that only one per cent o f  the people who l i v ed  in  the 
slums where Knickerbocker Vi l lbge now stands could a f ford  to l i v e  there 
after that development was put up8 * 

LITTZE MAN 
( impatient) 

But --- 
L O a D & r n  

While the remaining ninety-nine per can,t moved into other old-law 
tenements i n  the neighborhood, -- ara-d the corner. ** 

LIT!FU MAN 
( i n  si s tent l y )  

But -- 

LITTLE MAN 
( excited) 

But suppose we tore 'em all down? 

L o m s v m  
Suppose we did. Where would you l ive? 

LITTLE W 
(smiling happily) 

In a brand new house! 

* "Building llmerican, - Special Edition on Housing, June,1935,p.21. 

** I b i b  
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LOUDSPEAKER 
Why don't you l i v e  i n  one now? That's great, 

LITTLE hdAN 
I t o l d  you. I can't a f f o r d  it. 

LOUDSPEAXER 
Well,  w h a t  makes you th ink  you would a f f o r d  i t  then? 

LITTLE MAN 
(disappointedly, as he sees t h e  point) 

Oh1 

LOUDSPEAKER 
You s e e ,  slum clearance i s  one thing, 
afford t o  l i v e  i n  t o  replam them i s  another. 

Building new apartments you can 

LIT!l'LE MAS 
( thoughtfully) 

Oh1 0.)  

LOUDSPEAKER 
Any more questions? 

LITTLE MAE 
( a n g r y  -- crosses  l e f t  and stops short 

I was j u s t  wondering,...Row about the r e s t  o f  the old-law tene- 
at 2 step down l e f t )  

No. 
ments around New York? Does the heat 
go o f f  i n  a l l  o f  tern at ten o ~ c l o c k  and the  water stop running Just  
when you want t o  take a bath? Are  the r o o m  al l  dark, do the  walls 
crack, and how about the bathrooms? Are they hot as h e l l  i n  summer 
and freezing i n  the winter? 
j u s t  as tough, does he refuse  t o  p a i n t ,  does he come around on the 
f i r s t  f o r  h i s  r e n t ,  

( g e t t i n g  excited) 
do they have roaches, do they have mice, do they have --- 

Are they all as bad as mine? 

Are they a l l  firetraps, i s  the  landlord 

L O U D S P ~ W  
Hey, wait a minute! One thing at a time. 

LITTLE MAN 
( f i n a l l y  g e t t i n g  i t  out) 

What I want t o  know i s :  am I any worse o f f  than anybody e l s e ?  

LOUDSPEAKER 
Would you l i k e  t o  see for yourself?  

I sure would. 
LITTLE UAN 

LOUDSPEAKER 
Fine,  How about a t r i p  around New York i n  19331 

LITTLE) MAN 
W a i t  a minute, wouldn't that  s o r t  of be repeating ourselves? 
t h a t  i n  the  f i r s t  act.  

We did  



L e t t s  try it... YOU 
I t  repeats i t s e l f .  

I J O u D s P ~ E R  
s e e ,  that ' s  the whole p o i n t  o f  t h i s  Housing business. 
I t  just goes on and onr 

LITTLE MAN 
Well how a r e  you going t o  stop it? 

LOuDsPEAKrn 
( correc t ing  him) 

HOW a r e  ~8 going t o  stop i t ?  

LITTLE MAN 
( a  b i t  sheepish) 

Yeah, how a r e  ~8 going t o  stop it? 

LOUDSPEAKER 
T h a t t l l  come later,.. . .Now, are you ready? 

LITTLE MAW 
Where am I going? 

LOUDSPEAKER 
Oh, lrptown, downtown, crosstown. 

LITTLE MAN 
0. K. 

(He s t a r t s  t o  walk, then stops) 
S a y ,  wait a minute. 
by myself i n  some o f  those dark s t r e e t s .  

Do I have t o  go alone? I get k ind  o f  lonesome 

LOUDSPMER 
You're n o t  afraid, are you? 

LITTLE MAN . .  

Just the same i t  would be kind o f  n i c e  if.... 
(putt ing on the bravado) 

Oh, no, n o t  at all1 

LOuDsPUrn 
All r ight ,  a l l  r i g h t . . .  Who do you want t o  go with? 

LITTLE MAN 
Well, l e t '  s see now.. . 
Say, do you remember that fellow i n  the f i r s t  act who showed me around 
New York in the o l d  days? 

(He thinks) 

I ' d  l i k e  t o  take him. 

LOUDSPEAKW 
You canlt.  He's dead, 

Dead? 
LITTLE MAN 

LOUDSPEAKER 
The l a s t  time you saw him was i n  1850. He can't go on l i v i n g  forever. 
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LITTLE MAN 
( persuasively) 

Aw, come on, dig him up. I canf t j u s t  ta lk  t o  myself W here1 

LOUDSPEAKER 
But why do you want t o  see 

LITTLE MBN 
4 Well, I f e l t  p r e t t y  uncomfortable walking around i n  && century. Let ' s  

see how he f e e l s  walking around i n  mine. 

LOUDSP~ER 
A l l  r i g h t ,  Call him. 

LITTLE MBN 
( f i r s t  t o  r i g h t ,  then t o  l e f t )  

(no t h i n g  happens) 
Reyl . .Heyi.. . m 

LOUDSPEAKER 
my don't  you try a l i t t l e  magic? 

LITTLE MAN 
Magic?. . . A l l  right!  

(He goes through the movements o f  a 
magician, saying) 

Allakazam, allakazam, allakazam, BOOM! 

(Spot picks  ug GUIDE, asleep on 2 step down 
l e f t )  

LITTLE MAN 
( shaking h i s  head i n  wonder at tne miracle) 

( c r o s s e s  t o  GUIDE; shakes him) 

(GUIDE wakes) 

I wish I could get  an apartment that way! 

Eey, you s t i l l  asleep? ... Wake up& 

Remember me? You showed me New York about eighty-five years ago! 

(Screen comes dawn i n  f ront  o f  blacks) 

sure. 
GUILlE 

(They sfixke hands) 

LITTLE MAN 
Well, t h i s  time I ' m  going t o  show i t  t o  you! 

Where a r e  we now? 

Come on1 
(grabs  h i s  arm.. then, t o  LOUDSPEAKER) 

LOrnSPumR 
You're standing r i g h t  i n  the middle of Times Square and you'd b e t t e r  
watch outt 

- .  
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(Projection on screen o f  movie t r i p  around 
New York, 1938, including crowded sections 
o f  the c i t y  - Times Square, Herald Square.* 
The honk o f  an automobile i s  hearb, a lso 
noise o f  crowd.. ,GUIDDP: jumps out o f  the 
way. They start str iding) 

GUI: DE 
What' s this? 

LITTLE W 
Thirty-fourth and Broadway, 

GUIDE 
Thirty-fourth and Broadway? 

LOUDSPEAKER 
Remember? The Leeds Farm? ** 

(They stride again. Projection changes 
to Twenty-third and Broadway) 

Twentyithird and Broadway, 

GUIDE 
Twenty-third and Broad- 

LOUDSPEAKER 
Madison Farm.*** . 3est cows i n  the whole county1 

(They stride again. Projection changes 
t o  Fourteenth Street. Soapboxes, etc.) 

Union Squarel**** Quiet l i t t l e  spot. 
(They stride again. Projection changes 
t o  Bleecker Street. 7 slum tenement) 

Bleecker Street. 

LOUDSPEAKrn 
You know, where the swells l i ve .  ***** 

. 

* Movies o f  New Yo& City - shots of street scenes i n  crowded business 
also slum neighborhoods. Taken by technical s t a f f ,  L iv ing  Yewspaper 
in  co-operation with East Side Tenants' Union, New Yark. -Ed. ** Valentine' s Manual, 1862 - also E d 1  o f  Records, New York, *** I b i d  

**** Stokes Iconography, Vol. 3, p. 136. - 
***** Valentine's Manual, 1854 - p. 538. 
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LITTLE MAN 
t would SUrpriSe you. 

(grabs him) 
Look out1 T h a t  car almost bumped you o f f 1  

GUI DE 
"Bumped me o f f ? "  

LITTLE MAN 
skip i t ,  

GI?? AE 
W a i t  a minute. What g that thing? 

LITTLE MAN 
Automobile. 

GUIDE 
what's that? 

LITTLE MAN 
H o I: s e l  e s s carr i age 

GUIDE 
Go on, tnere ain't no such thing. 

(They s t r i d e  again,  the GUIDE s t i l l  
looking back at the auto) 

Where're we going now? 

LITTLE MAN 
Downtown, the &st Side, Have a look at a d u m b  

(They stride again. Scene changes to  
Orchard S t r e e t )  

GUIDE 
Say, what' s all t h i s ?  

LITTLE MAN 
Orchard S t ree t .  Wetre going to cross east  in to  Madison and then- 
hey1 

( looking bachard at the GUIDE as he t a l k s )  
(iiovies o f f :  

Screen i s  flown, with Blacks out) 



SCENE A - STRIET KIDS 

(Lights come up. House i s  empty. A voung 
boy, W Y ,  (12) s i t s  on bottom o f  3 step, 
r i g h t .  
home-made skooter. The skooter i s  l y i n g  
on i t s  side, the BOY bent over i t . ,  some 
distance away down center from 3 step stands 
another boy, FRANK, (13) watching him) 

He i s  repairing the skate on a 

LITTLE MAN 
( stumbling over skooter) 
( rubbing nis shin) 

Why don' t you be more c a r e f u l  with that thing1 

S M  
Excuse me-- 

LITTLE 1AN 
( t o  GUIDE) 

L e t t s  go. 
(They s tart  t o  walk) 

LOuDspEAKEFl 
Just a mment, Mr. Suttonkooper. 

I thought you wanted t o  see how the other guy l i v e s  and what h i s  kids 
a r e  l ike!  

(They stop) 

LITTLE EAAN 
I do, but-- 

LOUDsPEAKR7 
Well,  here they a r e ,  

LITTLE MAN 
But we want t o  look at a slum! 

LOUDSPEAKER 
Mr. Buttonkooper, you're looking at the r e s u l t s  o f  one right now... 
L i s t e n l  

(They watch BOYS) 

FRANK 
(watching SAMMY repair skate) 

(no anawer) 
Wnatsa matter? 

I said,  whcttsn matter? 

SAMMY 
(without looking at him) 

Skooterf s busted. 

FRANK 
Who busted i t?  

SAMMY 
( calmly) 

YOU did. 
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FRANK 
f a  l i t t l e  taken aback) 

I did,  a Who t o l d  YOU? 

FRANK 
(grabs him and swings him around) 

Wno t o l d  you? . a 

SAMMY 
( s t i l l  very calm) 

I saw you drop t h a t  cobblestone on it. 

FRAWrC 
( r e l e a s e s  him; SAMMY bends over the 

skooter as though nothing has hap- 
Pen&) 

Well,  a inf  t you goint t f  do nothint about i t?  

S W Y  
I ' m  goin1 - t o  f i x  it.  

(There i s  a pnuRe; SAMMY t i n k e r s  with 

(LITTLE MAN and GUIDE r e m i n  standing, 
&at e) 

. stage r i g h t ,  watching) 

FRANK 
Anybody busted m y  skooter I ' d  beat him up. 

First  I ' d  give him the knuckles--like this-..;. . 
...than I ' d  give  him the rabbit -- like this . . .  

... then I ' d  s t r e t c h  h i s  nose... l i k e  this . . .  

. . . and then I' d smack him down- LIKE TIIIS! 

I ' d  beat him up plenty. 
(bends over him) 

( rubs  h i s  knuckles hard on SAMMYtS head) 

( s l aps  him shalply on the  back o f  the neck) 

( p u l l s  h i s  nose) 

(Ee smacks him across  the face, knocking 
Throughout t h i s  SAMhlY him on h i s  back, 

has not ut tered a word, nor h a s  he c r i e d  
out... Slowly now he r i s e s ,  blows h i s  
n o s e ' t o  hide the tears and then goes back 
t o  h i s  tinkering) 

FR.A,l?x 
(slowly a , f t e r  a pause) 

Auyboav I did it t o  would bust ne one back - if he wasn't y e l l e r .  
Held get up on h i s  two feet  md snack me right i n  the nose - if he 
wasnl t y e l l e r ,  , . 
But ye canft  expect nothint out of a guy that1 s y e l l e r ,  k i n  yal 
K i n  ya! 

(SAMMY goes on t inkering) 

SAMMY 
( regarding him fearfully) 

No. 



FRILNX: 
And ya can't expect nothint out of a gay that has t o  s leep i n  the 
same bed a s  h i s  b ig  s i s t e r ,  k i n  ya? 

Y a  do, don't ya? Don't ya? 
(as SAMMY says nothing) 

(as he doesn't answer FRANK ,grabs him 
by the c o l l a r )  

SBMMY 
(almost crying out) 

I got to. We ain' t got  no more room, 

FRANK 
( j o v i a l l y )  

(as he doeant t answer) 

S a y ,  what's she l i k e ,  your  s i s t e r ?  Why don't ya introdooce me some- 
time? 

... I111 bet you g e t  a n i c e  l i t t l e  f e e l  i n  sometime when she don't know 
i t ,  eh?... 

(as WJY t r f a s  t o  wriggle loose) .. Say ,  I wouldn' t mind changin' p l a c e s  with ya some night - some 
night when it '  s nice and cold. 
and 1 '11  go t o  your house and - and - 

(as SAi'i'$Y wriggles desperately) 
Say, what ya bawlin' f o r ?  I was only bein' nice to  ya. I WQS only 
sayin' that some cold night  I was goin' over t o  y o u r  house and maybe 
do a l i t t l e  sleepin' with your-- 

You go home and sleep with my o l d  man 

(with a tremendous heave SAMMY tsars him- 
s e l f  l o o s e ;  then with Q cry he throws 
himself u p > n  FWaX. 
the  ground. 
FRANK on top,  SAMMY underneath gone con- 
p l e t e l y  berserk,.  , . BOW- BOYS freeze.. . 
There i s  a pause) 

The;r r o l l  over on 
They a r e  f i g h t i n g  desperately. 

Sammy!. . What's 

Nothin' mom. 

Come upstairs  f o r  

Sum or 1 

wow 
(Yiddish accent ,  She has come out o f  door 

on fourth f l o a r  hallway and leans over 
balustrade,  looking down) 

the matter ,  Sammy? 

SAMMY 
( imde mea t h ) 

wow 
supper. 
(as they remain frozen) 

SAMMY 
I l m  comin' . . . 

(They both r i se ;  SAW dusts himself off: 
he picks up hrs skooter) 

You're a l l  r i g h t ,  
P I O M  

Sammy? 
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SAMU 
( slowly) 

Yeah, I'm dl right... 
(without Q look at  FRANK he picks up h i s  
skoater and starts up the ship ladder 
stairway slowly. FRAW watches him f o r  
a moment, spite, then, hands i n  h i s  
pockets, he crosses o f f  l e f t .  There i s  
a pause) 

(Spot on LITTLE MAN and GUIDE s t i l l  watch- 
ing stage right) 

GUIDE 
Pre t ty  mean l i t t l e  cuss. Are they a l l  l i k e  that? 

LITTLE MBN 
That1 s what 1' d l i k e  t o  know. Is that k id  unusual or is i t  the result  
o f  where he l i v e s  and what he aees? 

Come on. Le t t s  have the facts, 
( to  LOUDSPEAKER) 

LOUDSPEA.KW 
Sent t l e ,  Washington. 

(Lights up on TWO WOMEN down right and 
le f t .  
and down l e f t )  

!$hey stand at 2 step down r ight  

FIRST W O W  
25$ o f  a l l  juvenile delinquency found i n  s i x  and one h a l f  p e r  cent 
of the c i t y  area- the slums1 * 

LOuDSPEBxFbR 
Richmond, Virginia. 

SECOND W W  
504& o f  a l l  juvenile delinquency found i n  eighteen per cent o f  the 
c i t y  area-- the slumsi ** 

LOuDSpEAKrn 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

FIR ST W O l W  
4'?$ of a l l  juvenile delinquency found i n  seventeen per  cent of the 
c i t y  area-- the s lms l  *** 

* t t S l ~ s  and Slfghted Areas i n  the United Statecan* Edith Elmer Wood, 
Federal Emergency Administration o f  Public Works Housing Bullet in 
#l, p* la.  ** Ibid 

*** I b i d  
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LOUDSP~EIZ 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

SECOND W O W  
4 6  of all  juvenile delinquency found i n  nine per cent of the city 
area- the slumst * 

(Lights out on WIOMGN) 

* Ifslums and Blighted Areas i n  the United States", M i t h  Elmer Vood, 
Federal Bnergency Administration of Publid Works Housing Bulletin 
#l,  p. 13. 
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2B - EAST SIaE - WIZST SIDE 

(Standing before the  house, r i g h t ,  LITTLE 
MAN i s  j o s t l e d  by a MBN holding a cnair 
with both h i s  hands. On the  chair is 
p i l e d  a breadbox and various other ,articles. 
Under h i s  a r m  he c a r r i e s  a broom. The MAN 
crosses  up t o  narrow stairway l e f t  leading 
t o  upper center  cubic le)  

L I m E  MAN 
That s enough. 

Where's he going? 
( t o  LOUDSPEAKER) 

Why don't you follow him and f i n d  

0. K e  I W i l l .  
(grabs GUIDlIE as 

uhl uhl YOU come with me. 

LOUDSPEAKER 
out ? 

LIT!lZE MAN 

latter  s t a r t s  of f  r i g h t )  

( spot out on LITTLE MAN and GUIDE as they 
cross center)  

( L i g h t s  up on upper center  cubic le  which 
i s  c l u t t e r e d  with f u r n i t u r e ,  chairs, e tc .  
MAIN i s  at stove,  t rying f u t i l e l y  t o  
p o l i s h  it. 
ing the chair) 

MAN enters and stands hold- 

MAN 
Where do you want t h i s ,  Min? 

W O W  (MIX) 
( t i red)  

Oh, drop i t  any place. 
Drop i t  and s i t  on it. 
That '  11 save somethint. 

The room's so jammed up you can't  move anynow. 
Then youtll. both be t a k i n '  up the same space. 

(MAN drops the chair, then bends down and 
holds up breadbox) 

M U  
Where do you w , m t  the breadbox? 

W0IU.N 
1 '11  tcke it. 

(takes box and puts ' L t  on stove) 

MAN 
( leaning on broom) 

Where do you want the broom? 

WOMAN 
( excitedly)  

How do I know! 
T h i s  i s  the last time I move if I have t o  r o t  heret 

You got, eyes i n  your head. Find a plam for itl.... 
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MAN 
( good-humoredly) 

Eow' d you l i k e  a place on F i f t h  Avenue with nine  bathrooms and a 
swimmint pool$ 

wow 
( c r o s s e s ,  stops center)  
( sharply) 

(pause, then a b i t  kinder) 
Eowtd you l i k e  t o  go---- 

---back and get t h e  r e s t  o f  the s tuff !  

1AN 
Lemme rest a l i t t l e ,  w i l l  ya? 
when you're carrint  a l o a d  on your back. 

Them three blocks seem plenty far a w a y  

(MAN s i t s  0.n chair. 
cleaning around) 

WOMAN continues 

WOMAN 
They111 seem f u r t h e r  away than that i n  a year or so when you look up 
at them tall  buildings and say to y o u r s e l f ,  "I used t o  l i v e  there.I1 

MAN 
Whattre they goin' t o  ca l l  i t ,  Min? 

WOMAN 
Knickerbocker Vil lage.  

MAN 
Knickerbocker Vil lage!  Sounds swell ,  What's the idea of  it? 

WOMAN 
The idea i s  they want t o  t e a r  down the slums so p o o r  folks can have 
a decent place  to l i v e .  

v i  
Well, wkv don' t we move in?  

WOMAN 
(looking up from her polishing) 

I guess we're too poor .  * 
MAN 

That donft  make sense. 

WOMAN 
Y O U  6 4 d  it! 

(There i s  a pause) 

* Knickerbocker Village r e n t a l  - $I2,50 per room per month. 
Fred F. French Management Company, New Y o r k ,  N.Y. 
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MAN 
( i n  a d i f f e r e n t  tone) 

(She turns and regards him f o r  a moment) 
S i t  down. 

(She shrugs her  shoulders, moves chair over, 

Hey, Minl 

S i t  down a minute, wiPlya --. I want t o  ta lk  t o  you. 

and s i 3 s  center.  He r i s e s  and crosses 
l e f t  a s t q ,  then turns....slowly) 

Looks l i k e  I won't be my better o f f  i n  the next few years than I am 
r ight  now. Right? 

Looks l i k e  we' l l  be l i v i n l  i n  t h i s  dump o r  one j u s t  l i k e  i t  for a lone 
time t o  come. Right? 

(She j u s t  looks at him) 

(She continues t o  look at him) 
( slowly) 

(There i s  a pause) 
How about us havin' a kid? 

wow 
( looks  away) 

NO. 

MAN 
What's the use o f  us holdin' out and hopin'? Nothin's goin' t o  
Change. 

wow 
( decisively)  

NO 

MAN 
I a i n ' t  get t in '  any younger, Mfn, I ' d  l i k e  t o  see  a p i e c e  of me 
and you crawlin' around the  house - sort  o f  representin'  us a f t e r  
we' r e  gone.. 

Min. . (pleadingly,  holding her c h i n )  

WOMAN 
( s o f t l y ,  but d e f i n i t e l y  a23 t:irminc away) 

We had two, didnit  we? 

MAXI 
( p a t t i n g  her shoulder and turning away) 

I know. I t  a i n ' t  your fault. I t  a i n ' t  nobody's fault they died, 

wow 
L i s t e n  t o  mc3, J i m .  
nothint wrong with you -- you couldn' t heave that coal around the 
way you do if there was... 

What made them k i d s  d i e ,  Jim? 

There's nothing wrong with me. And there 's  

( suddenly, leaning forward) 

MAY 

I guess i t  was j u s t  bound to be, Min. 
( resignedly) 
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WOMAN 
( ri sea) 

Bound t o  be - h e l l !  I t ' s  the house we l i v e d  i n l  I t ' s  the  houses vre 
always l i v e d  in1 It '  s these walls an3 these l i c e  and no sun and no 
air and no decent food and these st inking t o i l e t s t  

( hy s t er i call y) 
And you want me t o  have another k i d  and have him die before he's a year 
old! O r  wvbe if he 's  lucky,  grow up'to be a gangster l i k e  Peg Leg 
Lonergan o r  Two Gun Crowley and d i e  with a cop's slug i n  h i s  belly1 
No, I say ,  NO!..,.NO! Cad damn i t ,  no. 

That's w h a t  i t  isf  

(She stands there. 
on MAN and WOhlMN. 
and GUIDE s i t t i n g  on 3 s t e p ,  l e f t .  
LITTLE MAN heaves a deep s igh and shakes 
h i s  head despairingly) 

Rold wid BLACKOUT 
Spot on LITTLE MAN 

GU'I DE 
You want t o  know something? 
much l i k e  what I showed you - back i n  1850,. . . I t ' s  the same story 
al l  over again. 

What goes on i n  these  houses i s  p r e t t y  

LITTLE MAN 
Yeah, that's w h a t  said. 

I t  repeats i t s e l f .  
( p a i n t s  t o  LOUZ)SPWER) 

I t  j u s t  goes on and on. 

GUI DE 
Well, i s n ' t  anybody going t o  do anything about i t?  

LITTLE MAN 
That's j u s t  w h a t  I keep on asking. Funny, you asking that question. 

GUIDE 
Well, aren't  they? 

LITTLE MAN 
I dunno. 

(points  to  LOUDSPEAKER) 
I th ink  he 's  got something up h i s  sleeve. .... How about taking a t r i p  up t o  Harlem? 

But he won't spring i t  yet. 

GUI DE 
Harlem? 

LITTLE MAN 
Up about a Hundred and Twenty-fifth Street .  We'll take .a subway. 

GUTDE ', 

Subway? 

LJTTLE lJwN 
Skip it. I always f o r g e t  about you being--- 

\ 
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(from the audience--) 

A WOMAN'S VOICE (Mrs.Buttonkooper) 
Angust Angus1 

( m e y  stop as spot on W O & ~ ~ T  coming up 
stairway fron p i t  t o  stage l e f t )  

LITTLE MAii 
On,  he1,lo , dear. 
T h a t t  s Mrs. Buttonkooper. 

( t o  GUIDE) 

GUI DE 
( t a k e s  o f f  hat and makes old-fashionsd bow) 

How do you do? f 

Mi?S . BUTTOITKOOPEFl 
A'lgus, what a r e  you doing -LIP here ,  and who i s  that m a n  i n  the  funny 
suit? 

(GUIDE looks at h i s  clothes  bewildered) 

LITTLE MAN 
Oh, him1 He died about fift;y years  ago. We Just  dug him up. 

MHS. BUTTOWKOOPER 
W i l l  you stop being R f o o l  and g e t  your  hat and come with me? 
Hurryt 

But,  dearest. . . LITTLE MAIT 

IULRS. BUTTONKOOPER 
Did you hear w h a t  I said1 

LITTLX XAN 
But,  darling.. . 

MRS. BLTTOrJIiOOFER 
Angus K. Buttonkooperl W i l l  ;JOU come with me t h i s  instant1 

LITTLE MAN 
(folding h i s  arms, bravely tmd stamping 
his foot)  

No. Hot unless you t e l l  me what i t ' s  a l l  about. 

K3S. BUTTONKOOPER 
(looking around tipprehensively) 

Do y7u want everybody t o  hear? 

LITTLE MAN 
Certainly. I have no s e c r e t s r  

MRS. BUTTONKOOPXR 
(a  very loud whisper) 

There' s a new Housing Development. WilIiamsburg. They' r e  taking 
a m l i c a t i o n s l  * * "Toward the End t o  be Achievedn, the New York City Housing 

Authority - I t s  History i n  Outl ine,  1937 - p. 10. 



LITTLE MAN 
( i n  a dither o f  excitement) 

( s tar ts  pacing) 
Why didn't you say so! 

What did you stand there talking for! 
Why didnlt you send me a,-- 

Why didn't you say something1 

(They start  toward steps. SPOT on 
TENEMENT HOUSE COh%ISSIONER, right) 

TE3JEMENT HOUSE COMMISSIONER 
Just a moment, Mr. Buttonkooper. 

Remember me? I ' m  the Tenement House Commissioner. 
(They stop) 

LITTLE MAN 
Canlt ta lk  t o  you now, Mr. Commissioner. I'm too  busy, 

(They start toward steps again) 

T.EXE&ImT EOUSE COMIAISSIONER 
That' s what  I want t o  ta lk  to you about.. . .There' s no need for you t o  
rush l i k e  that. You see, we've 
burg Development. * 

( rapturously) 
1622 apartment si 

....rbut we already have 19,000 

Nineteen thou- Oh! 

gut 1622 apartments in that Willians- 

LITTLE EAAN 

TENZMEhV HODS3 C O W  I SSI ONER 
applicat-lons for  them. ** 

LITTLE MAN 

(Both stop and gasp) 

COMMI SSIONZR 
So you see there's no need to rush1 

BLACKOUT ON COEvIMISSIONER 

MRS. 'SUTTONKOOF'~ 
( sarcastically) 

You see1 That's what you get when you go galavaqtinl a l l  over the 
place and nobody can find you!, . . , .What are you doing here anyhow? 

LITTLE MAN 
I ' m  seeing a show. I t ' s  about Housing. 

* "Toward the a d  t o  be Adnievedf', the New York City Housing 
Authority - I t s  Xistory i n  Outline, 1937 - p. 11. 

I 

** By July 12, 1937, 19,000 camleted applications for apartments i n  
the Williamsburg Development had been received - N.Y.C. Housing 
Authority. 



MRS. BUTMNKOOPER 
Housing! 
one of those model developments? 

V i 1 1  they show us how we can g e t  o u r  hands on a lease f o r  

LOUDSPEAKER 
We're coning t o  t h a t ,  Mrs. Buttonkooper, 
pat ient  . Y o u f l l  j u s t  have t o  be 

LITTLE MAN 
( tak ing  her arm - pushing her toward 

steps)  
That's r ight ,  dear. You'll j u s t  have t o  be pat ient .  Now go 011 home 
and wash the dishes o r  put the  baby t o  sleep o r  something. 
here and f i n d  out all about everything. 

If11 stay 

MRS, BUTTONKOQPER 
( s tops  on top step) 

( f a c e s  front)  

1'11 do no such thing. 
And if youlre p i n g  t o  stay here and learn  something, then so am I. 

The dishes are washed and the baby's asleep. 

LITTLE MAN 
A l l  r i g h t ,  if that's t h e  way you f e e l  about it. 

MRS. BUTTONKOOPER 
That's the way I f e e l .  

LITTLE MAN 
But don1 t look at me up here. You111 make me nervous. . . 

ms, BUTTOmOOPER 
Oh, don' t be silly--- 

LITTLE MAN 
( spot t ing  empty seat- pointing to i t)  

There's u s e a t ,  S i t  i n  it. 

PRRS. BUTTOYKOOPER 
( looks  at him-- i s  about to re fuse ,  then 
changes her mind) 

Wait ' t i l  I g e t  yob hornet 
(goes down steps and s i t s  i n  seat.  
LITTLE MAN remains stage center)  

On, go on--- 

LITTLE MAN 
Well,  where were we? 

GIQ'IIE 
You said something about a glace cal3e'd Harlem. 

LITTLE I;W 
Oh, yeah1 

(They start walking) 
YOU know, I ' m  not so familiar with t'riis neighborhood. 
j u s t  what to show you. 

I donlt know 



LOUDSPEAKER 
How about showing him the lXot Bed"? 

LITTLE MAN 
(puzzled) 

The "Hot Bed"? 

LITTLE MAN 
Where111 I f ind i t?  

LouDspEAKm 
Just walk up Lenox Avenue and turn in  any street- 135th, l a t h ,  
145th- almost any one will do. 

(They w a l k a m  stage t o  rignt)  

,. _ .  



ACT I 1  

s c m  2-c - HARL EXI 

I 

(Dim up on stage right c u b i c l e ,  on !FWO 
SECOND NEGRO asleep on cot. NEGROES. 

FIRST NXGM stands i n  c e n t e r  o f  c u b i c l e ,  
taking o f f  coat)  

FIRST NEGRO 
( c r q s s e s  t o  be&) 

(no response) 

(He shakes him) 

Hey, wake urpt 

Come on t h e r e ,  m a n ,  UP! 

SECOND NEGRO 
(rubbing h i s  eyes) 

H u h ?  Whas' a matter? 

F I R S T  NEGRO 
Four olclock. You had a11 the sleepint youtre goin1 to..... 

SECOND NEGRO 
Aint t hardly closed my eyes. 

F IRST  NEGRO 
( s i t t i n g  on staps leading t o  main tenement. 
Me takes off  h i s  shoes and socks) 

Well,  you b e t t e r  open tern p r e t t y  quick. I got some fast sleepin! t o  
do. ItAquitaniatt comes i n  at twelve o 'clock midnight. I g o t t a  be down 
t h e r e  and r a s s l e  that cargo. 

A l l  r i g h t ,  Jack, l e t  your f e e t  h i t  the f loor .  I s a i d  I g o t  some 
sleepin? to dot 

(as SECOND NEGRO doesnf t move) 

SECOND NEGRO 
I a i n ?  t goin' t o  g i t  up.. . 

FIRST NEGRO 
You a i n r t  eh? 

SECOND NEGRO ' 
I'm s i c k  and I'm goin1 to sleep. 
a week f o r  t n i s  bed f o r ?  

What you think I pay three  d o l l a r s  

Same reason I 
mine and Bob, 
i n  a day1 

Why don't you 

FIRST NEGRO 
do, I expect. You gets yop- eight hours and I g e t s  
he gets his .  And there  auit but twenty-four hours 

(crosses t o  bed) 
stop j i b i n '  and g e t  outa that bed. 



' SECOND mGR0 
Landlady t e l l  me I can sleep as long as I l ike.  

FIRST N E 0  
She did, eh? 

( r o l l s  him out o f  the bed and drops him 
on the f l oor )  

You can sleep there as long as you like1 

SECOND N B X O  
(=gry) 

What you do that for? 

FIRST NEGRO 
( ge t t ing  into bed and ly ing  down) 

Don't get sassy, sonny. A l l  I want i s  what's cornin' to  me, 
.% 

SECOND NEGRO 
(on f l oor )  

By Gad, I gotta sleep, I t e l l  you! I gotta pain right here i n  the 
middle and I gotta sleep. * 

(FIRST NEGRO r o l l s  over,  turning h i s  
bauk t o  him) 

What kind o f  thing I gotta put up with anyhow? 
bedl Fi rs t  me, then you, then that other fellow. What kind of thing 
i s  th is  anyhow& 

Twelve hours a day, ten bucks a week1 Shine, Mister? Shine !em yp 
black, shine ' e m  up brownt I n  the summertime it 's white...,.. 
Shine, Mister? No, boss, he don't want no shine.... 

I n  the bed, outa the 

(crawls on floor) 

(as he crawls ff&ther and s i t s  on top step 
o f  ship ladder stairway leading from street )  

But I wanna sleep, I gotta sleep, dlyou hear? 

Try and get myself a decent room where a man kin lay  h is  head when 
he's got a sick belly. Landlady t e l l  me white fo lks l i v e  here pay 
th i r t y  dol lars f o r  th is  f l a t .  Black ones move i n  -- forty-five1 * 
Same rooms, same busted bannister, same lousy sink1 

(He stops, then, as i f  talking t o  himself) 

(claps h is  hand t o  h is  stomach i n  a spasm 

(pause.. . then slowly, intensely, reminiscently) 

o f  pain) 
BY God, what kind o f  t h i n L i s  this1 

.....member what my grandpop used to t e l l  me - 'bout the o ld  country 
where he come from.... 

* IIReport on Negro Community Eousing'f, W i l l  Thomas Williams, 
Special Consul tat,  
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SECOND NEGRO (Cont'd.) 
( r e c i t i n g  the woyds verbatim, as though 
h i s  grandpop were speaking throwh h i s  
IfPS) 

'.....When a man's got more miserytn he k in  stand, and h i s  bones ache 
and h i s  eyebal ls  burnin' with f i r e  and t h e r e ' s  hot pain runnin' up 
and down h i s  arms and l e g s  - youaknow w h a t  he do? 
He grab h i s  machete, and run out in to  the c lear ing  where a l l  the 
p lan te r s  a r e  stanin'  with t h e i r  whips i n  t h e i r  hands and he yell as 
loud as he can, AMOK, AMOK1 

You know what?.... 

(qu ie t ly ,  as FIRST NEGRO sits up i n  bed 
t o  listen) 

You know what that mean? I t  mean I can ' t  work no rnorel I'm crazy 
from work and I don't wanta l i ve1  
and cut. you wide open and keep on cu t t in '  u n t i l  I ' m  dead1 
dead! 

Unt i l  I'm dead! 

I'm going to bust r i g h t  i n t o  you 
U n t i l  I'm 

(suddenly struck with the idea)  

(pause, then suddenly as the idea takes 

Did you hear, did you hear me? 
(FIRST NEGRO g e t s  out o f  bed) 

AaBOK!. AMOK! W R !  
(s tands swaying, hysterically.. . .) 

hold and possesses  him) 

(FIRST NEGRO stands watching him, SECOND 
NEGRO shrieks and starts f o r  FIRST NEGRO. 
The l a t t e r  crosses  t o  him, shakes him 
hnrd, then. . . . ) 

FIRST MLGRO 
What happens when one o f  these guys you ta lk in '  about goes out o f , h i s  
head that  way? 

SECOND N S R O  
He f i g h t  u n t i l  they k i l l  him. 

FIRST NEGRO 
And then he' s dead. 
he f o r  anybody e l s e ?  

That a i n ' t  the w a y  t o  do i t ,  a l l  by yourself.  
won't get you nowhere. When you don't l i k e  the w a y  thi,ngs am, and 
you want t o  change (em, don't t r y  t o  do i t  all by yourself.  
canlt...,You got t o  g e t  tern all together -- and then you g o t t a  do 
somethint - TOGETHW1 

And w h a t  good is i t  f o r  him? And what good i s  

( sl 0 wly ) 
This kinda 'business 

You 

[mere i s  a pause) . 
SECOFD NmRO 

( slowly ) 
Do something? Like w h a t ?  



FIRST NEGRO 
L i k e  this. .  . , 

(Slowly he turns, fac ing out;  then, 
addressing an imaginary landlord. . ) 

You go to the landlord and say: 
if you don't f i x  them rusty pipes and c lean up t h i s  here house, you 
know w h a t  we're goin' to do? YOU KNOW WHAT? 

We a i n ' t  gonna pay no rent l  

I f  you don't stop gougin' us - 
(pause) 

SECOND NEGRO 
No rent?.. . . . But they wont t l e t  me stay here. They111 kick me out. 

FIRST NEGRO 
Sure they will - if you do i t  by yoursel f ,  
t h i s  whole house didn't pay the r e n t  u n t i l  every man had a bed o f  h i 8  
own and that sink downstairs was fixed -- WOULD YOU GET I T  FIXXD OR 
WOULIZ 'T  YOU? 

( There i s  a pause, the SECOND NEGRO regards 

3ut suppose everybody i n  

him f o r  a. moment, then, joyously) 

SECOND IJEGizO 
( shouting) 

We a i n ' t  gonna pay no rentl No rent!  

FIRST NSGXO 
That 's  i t  -- no r e n t l  

TWO NEGROES 
No rent1 No rent!  



SCZNE D - RSNT STRIKE 
(The music comes up) 

LOUDSPWER 
Harlem Rent Strike: New York, October 11, 1936, . , , , four thousand 
march i n  f i g h t  on Harlem rent  riset* 
New York, January 28, 1933 - 300 Tenants p icket  landlord,** 

East Side Rent S t r ike  - 
(Light up fourth f l o o r  -- THm ViOhfEN come 
out o f  the three  doorways and stand i n  
hallway) 

FIRST W O W  

Look at that  bannister1 
(poinfring t o  gap i n  balustrade)  

Three do l la r s  R month more rent1 

SECOND V O W  
It' s been j u s t  l i k e  t h i s  ever s ince I moved in1 

FIRST WOEhAN 
Some day somebody's going to ge t  hurt, 

THIRD w o w  
Nobody did yet! 

FIRST WOMAN 
That's r i gn t  -- nobody did yet!  
k i d  f a l l s  and breaks nis skull on the landing down there1 

So l e t ' s  not do anything until some 

SECOND W O W  
But what a r e  we going t o  do? 

FIRST TIOW 
Let ' s  j u s t  s i t  back and pray, 

THIRD WOMAN 
But what can we do about it? 

FIRST W O U  
I'm not sure but I ' v e  got  an idea...... 

(Music comes up again) 

LOUDSPUKXFi 
Bronx Rent S t r ike  - New York, J ~ i n 1 x s - y  6, 1933 - 20 fami.tfder i n  
Charlotte S t ree t  tenement pfcket la@$lord. *** 
* New York Times, October 11, 1936- *tenants i n  Harlem parade, 

sponsored by Consolidated Tenants' League, Harlem, N.Y.C. 
** I b i d  - January 28,  1933, tenants o f  "Paradise Alley*, Avenue A 

and 11th S t ree t ,  1T.Y.C. 
*** I b i d  - Januisry 6, 1933 - tenants at  1433 Charlotte St.,Bronx, N.Y. 



(THREE WOMXN rush clown steps and i n t o  
t h i r d  f l o o r  landing QS l ight  comes up. 
EREE OTHlw W O Y i  meet them) 

FouRm w o w  
I ' m  n o t  going to pay i t  -- that 's  whatt 

FIFTH W O W  
Three dollars a month more beginning October f i r s t !  

FoURTIi T Q W  
What about Mrs, MacYmara-- where i s  she? 

Mrs. Macbmaral 
( calling) 

MRS. MacNAMAU 
(stepping out o f  shadows o f  landing, r ight )  

Here I ami And I j u s t  saw h i d  

muRTH WOMAN 
Are you going t o  pay i t?  

* MRS. M a c N U  
NO 1 

FIFTH wow 
Are you going t o  move? 

FI FTII W O W  
What e you going t o  do? 

MRS. MacNAMARA 
I'll tell you what I ' m  going to do -- I ' m  going to picket -- and 
so are  you -- and you -- 

( t o  SIXTH vow) 
and you, tool 

SIXPH WOMAN 
Picket? We can' t picket1 

MRS. MacNA?? 
Why n o t ?  A l l  you have to do is walk up ,znd downl 

SIXTH WOMAN 
With signa? 

MRS. MacgIllMARA 
With signs and banners and everything1 
so can we1 

Sure - if the men can do it  -- 
BLACKOUT 

(Music comes up and continues tnroughout 
LOUDSPE~%ER' s announcement) 



LouDspEfJcm 
Brooklyn rant strike. - January 17, 1933. Two hundred members of  the 
Brooklyn Tenants' Luague picket the landlord.* 

(Lights come rrp on FIVE o r  S IX  WOMEN 
and TENANTS LUGUIZ O R U I Z E R  i n  upper 
center cubicle) 

ORGANI Z3R 
Do you know how much it'll cost him to evict  each tenant? 
For forty  apartments it ' l l  cost him a thousand dollarsl  

$25.001 -- 
mmm WOMAN 

A thousand dollarsl  Bet11 never spend it1 
(mere  i s  R pause) 

FIRST WOMAN 
But is it right for  us to  stay hare without paying rent? 

ORGANI ZER 
I s  it r ight  for him t o  raise rents when therets a housing shortage? 
For us to  be thrown out on the street? I s  i t ?  

- NO! 
CIIORUS OF VOICES 

ORGANI ZXR 
And so, I ' m  proposing r ight  now that we, nembers o f  the Tenants' 
League, declare a rent  strike n f  a l l  the tenants i n  th is  house. 
nobody move and nobody pay ront uti1 t h e  landlord -- That 

0 

FOURTH 'TO&! 
' Jnti l  the lmdlord  i s  wi l l ing to let  us stay fo r  the old rent! 

CHORUS OF VOICES 
Right 1 

, 
(Blacks in) 

BLACKOUT 



w , ,  .one t h i r d  o f  a nation.. . A 
c 

SCENE 3 - WHAT PRICE HOUSING? ' 

CHARACTERS 

L i t t l e  Bdan 

Loudspeaker 

Landlord 

R e e l  E s t a t e  Operators 

(Landowner 
(First  Broker -- Mr. S a l t  )Land w i n g  
(Second f l  L.- Mr, Spinach 1 

(Second f l  11 R 

( Contract  o r  ) 

(First Bui ld ing  Suprly Man 
) Construct  ion 

iFinance (Banker 
(Mortgage Company Pres ident  

(F irs t  Man -- Government Taxes ) 
(Second w -- S t a t e  11 )Collectors 
(Third w -- City I1 

(Fourth '1 --r Insurance Agent ) 
(Fiftb H -- 'Coal Dealer )Operating 
(woman -- Renting Agent )Expense 
( s i x t h  Man -- J a n i t o r  1 

Announcers -- Government Housing P r o j e c t s  

(First Man 
(second 11 

(Third  " 
(Fourth '1 

Nathan S t r a w ,  Adminiatrator,  Unitq : 'bta . tes  Housing Author i ty  
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SCENE'3 -9 WHAT PRICE HOUSITS 

(Spot up on LITTLE MAN and GUIDE 
s i t t i n g  on 2 step down r ight .  
Scene plpyed i n  front of' blacks) 

GUIDE 
Say, that's a new one on me)..... 

LITTLE MAN 
I s  i t ?  

GUIDZ 
Never had anything l i k e  e r e n t  s t r i k e  i n  my day?..,Any good come 
out of it? Did they get tho rent cut? 
roaches? D i d  they? 

Did they get r i d  o f  the 

LITTLE EAAN 
Well, er.., 

(looks at  LOUDSPEAKER, helpless ly)  

LOUDSPEAHER 
They did. 
another,  the landlord was forced to c o m l y  w i t h  the Multiple Dwelling 
Laws. 
done, draina repaired and roaches exterminfited. 
Council hns on i t s  record thousands o f  instcnceB where r e p a i r s  were made 
nnd rent adjusted only a f t e r  a c t i o n  WRS tnkent* 

I n  one case  the r e n t  was cut two d o l l a r s  t? month. I n  

I n  other C R R B S  rent  increases  have been prevented, pfiinting 
The City-Wide Tenants1 

GUIDE 
Well ,  well, well. 

LITTLE MAN 
(smiling happily) 

( takes  out peper m d  penci l )  

(He does) 

T e l l ,  well, well, 

1'11 have t o  make a note of thRt .  City-Wide Ttlnent's ----- 

GUIDE 
Then a l l  you've Rot t o  do i s  Join t h e  union and a l l  your troubles 
m e  overcr. 

> 

* "Hbw Tehmt OrgclnizPtSon k e e p  down Rents R.nd Improve8 Homing 
Conttitiona.h A table for t h e  month o f  November, 1937, issued 
by the City-Wide Tenants' CoundiI, New York, N,Y.  December 11, 
1937. 
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LITTLE MAN 

Well, not cxactly,.,.You see -- or -- Well, you see, a l l  they can do 
for you i s  help keep the landlord from m i s i n g  the rent, and see that 
he obeys the laws. But they can't give you l i g h t  m d  sunshine nnd a 
decent place t o  live! need new houses for that_( 

(He looks up at the LOUDSP?AKER for 
approbation) 

LOUDSPRAKER 
That's t e l l i n g  him, Angus1 

(LITTLE VU smiles) 

GUIDE 
Well, Bphy haven't you got thepe new houses: why arsa't they building 
new ones every day t o  replace the old ones? 

(Spot on LANDLORD who enters) 
l o f t ,  croseee to center) 

LANDLORD 
I'll te l l  you Thy. 

LITTLE MAN 
Oh, hello. Tholre you? 

LANDLORD 
I ' m  the follom Tho can anwer  that quertion. I'm a landlord. 

LITTLE V ?  

(He intrbduceo h im t o  GUIDE 

(GUIDE bowa) 

A landlord. Te l l ,  well. 

MiFter &liAe, I vant you to meet a landlord. 

mLoRD 
Now the reason therefs  no incentive to tho 
for the lorn income group i s  this:  therets 
simple, isn't  i t ?  

commorciP1 builder t o  build 
no monoy i n  it,* That's 

LITTLE MAN 
(crosses centsr t o  LM?I&om) 

But Thy is there no money i n  i t ?  I don't amt a marble palace. All 
I w a n t  is  a l i t t l e  l i g h t  m d  Rir,  fair-nizod rooms, end R few modern 
plumbing gadgetel 

LrnLorn 

LITTL3 kAN 

You got .my ideas w h t  goes into the buildkng And operption o f  FI house? 

Firs<, the land has t o  be bought.,.. 

A .  

Sure. 

* "A Housing Progrpm for the United Stptes," Npthsn Strnus, p.5 & 6 
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LITTLE MAN 
....and the c o n t r r c t a r  nnd laborers  paid.... 

LITTLE MAN .... t h e r e t s  taxes  and the j m i t o r ,  And - and -- 
LANDLORD 

'Go on. 

LITTLE MAN 
...Ani3 - and - well, I gueas t h a t * $  all.  

m L 0 m  
You guess thatrs a l l l  Well, l e t  me show eomething! 

Hey, come here! 
(beckons off) 

(Light up on FOURTEEN MEN 2nd a mM&N 
who enter  l e f t  c7nd r ight .  Music) 

LITTLE MAN 
(puzzled) 

Say, who a r e  a l l  t h e s e  people? 

LANI)LOXD 
Don't rush me. T h a t f c :  w h a t  I'm going t o  show you. 

( to MEN and TOMAN rvho stand upstage) 
Line up over here ,  where everybody can see you....Thet's r ight.  

(THREE MEN come to apron step mil 
l i n e  up, l e f t  -- LAXDOTER, c e n t e r - -  
FIRST BROKER, r i g h t ,  SECOND BROKER, 
l e f t )  

(Paus e) 

( t o  LITTLE MAN mi3 GUIDE) 
Now, you two get  out o f  the way... 

2 step dom r i g h t )  
(LITTLE MAN anc? GUIDE stand at 

Now, I ' m  a philanthropic Rort o f  guy, s e e ,  qnd I love my fel low 
men. 
a ir  -- and -9 and -- w h p t  e l s e  do you vant? 

So I decide t o  bui ld  a house where they can have light - and 

LOUIISPFAKER 
A few modern plumbing gRdgets! 

U$DLORD 
A fev modern plumbing gadgets....Now I don't want to make anything out 
o f  i t  -- much1 
on the  Old Age Securi ty  Act.... 

(crosses  i n  f ront  o f  l i n e  below apron step) 

Just a c o q l e  o f  dol larsza  year so I don't ha.ve t o  depend 
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LANDLORD (Contld.) .... NOR I w a n t  t o  rent my apartments f o r  about seven or  eight c l o l l ~ r s  

a room*--Remember that, seven or eight do l lww a room! -- t h s t f s  for 
the low-income brackets. . ,So I draw my money out o f  the bmk and I 
go to work.., , 

(crosses t o  MAN a t  ond of l i n e ,  l e f t ,  who 
has Just begun to whistle. This hPpwns 
mch time -- The MAN about t o  be appronched 
whi s t lea)  

( t o  f i r s t  i n  l i ne )  
I wmt to  buy a p iece  o f  your land on the %et Side.** 

LAJDOWNER 
You111 hme t o  consult my brokera -0 Pepper, Swl t ,  Mustnrd and Cider, 
220 Brondwaf! 

( indicates MAN next t o  him, center. 
LANI)LORD crosses) 

LANDLORD 
You Mister Pepper? 

FIRST BROgER 
No, I'm S a l t ,  What c m  I do f o r  you? 

LANDLORD 
I'd l i k e  t o  buy o piece o f  h i s  property. 

FIRST B R O m  
Where's your broker? 

LANDLORD 
Da I have t o  have one, too? 

FIRST BROKER 
Certp-inly. 
Spinach. 

I cnn highly recommend the firm o f  Bepns, Bems, Beans and 

( indicates MAN next to him, r ight .  
-LORD crossas) 

LANDLORD 
You M i  st er Besns? 

B2WWD BRORER 
No, I ' m  Spinnch. Whet cnn I do for yau? , 

LANDLORD 
I wsnt to buy R piece  of h is  proper3y. Aak him how much he wlzntfl. 

'1 

* Average rentol  for "First Houses" - $6.05. "First Houses" can be 
considered R S  R. yprdetick f o r  lo.R-incomo rentpls i n  Nev York City, 
BooHet - "FirRt Houses, tt -1 Rev York City  Bowing Authority,p.26 

* *  Land buying trmspct ion based on f igures estimated by Real Estnte 
Borrrd o f  Ner York, 12 E m t  41st Street,  N.Y.C., i n  a survey mde 
October 1, 1936 - h t a  furnished by Nptional Associrt ion of 
Builder 8 ,  Omer s And b 4 ~  n@er s . 



S E C O  BROmR 
( t o  FIRST BROIIER) 

Row much7 

FIRST BROHM 
( t o  LANDomER) 

How much? 

UIDOWNER 
(to FIRST BROICEB) 

Ten dol lars a square foot!  

PIRST BROIlER 
( t o  SECOND BROKER) 

Ten f i f t y  a square foot!  

SECQND BROKER 
( t o  LANDLORD) 

Eleven dol lars a sqmre foot!  

LAlmLoRD 
(to SECOND BROKEB) 

But he said ten f i f t y !  

That's my commission! 

( t o  FIRST 
And he said ten dollars! - 

LANDLOID 
BROE[ER) 

FIRST BROKEZI 
That's my comissionf  

( doubt ful ly )  
Eleven dollars! 

LANDOmMM 
(poking FIRST B R O W  i n  the r ibs)  

T e l l  him I Just sold a small p iece  for twelve dollars. 

FIRST BROKEEl 
(poking SECOND BROKEN) 

He says he just sold a f a i r l y  large  piece f o r  sixteen dol lars.  

SECOND BROgER 
(poking LANDLOID) 

He says he juet sold a square block for nineteen dollars! 

IAAND&Qm 
But eleven dol lars!  
down just a l i t t l e ?  

ThatlF: an awful lot o f  money!....Ctm't we Rhwe i t  

(He looks at SECOND BR(JJJDI who turna 
to FIRST BILOKER, who turns to LANWKNER) 



IuaDomm 
Ten d0118rs, thRt fs  my price. 

Ten f i f t y ,  thRtts hics price,  
FIRST BROER 

SECOND BROK!Si 
Eleven dol lers,  thrtt ' 8  h i s  price. 

h s  spoken they rsmzin frozen i n  
the i r  l a s t  posit ions) 

(THREE MEN step back. After group 

mmRD 
(a  deep sigh) 

(hands over money t o  SXOM) BHOI[ZR) 
O.K. I'll take it.  

Well, now I'm a man o f  property. 

2-F5 

LITTLE MAM 
What'd i t  cost you? 

(WO MEN step t o  apron wtey; they stand 
r ight  -- FItlST BUILDING SUPPLY MAN, And 
l o f t  -- SECOND BUILDING SUPPLY W) 

LBNI>LOI-D 
Plenty, 

(crosses t o  MAN  right -- FniST BUILDING 
SUPPLY MAN) 

I want t o  build a houfie. 
and air, Rnd - and 3- 

Four stor ies high, walkup, plenty o f  l i g h t  

LITTLE MAN 
Plumbing grtdget s 1 

LcANDLOH13 
Yeah. How much for the mater ids?*  

FIRST BUIGDING SUPPLY MAm 
F i f t e en  thonsend d.olhrs, 

LANDMD 
Fi f teen thousqnd! TOO much, 

FIRST BUILDING SUPPLY MAN 
Why donlt you t r y  hin? 

There may be R l o t  o f  sand i n  h i s  cenent but hets cheap, 
( i n d i m t m  l e f t )  

LANmm 
ThPnkB, I a i l l ,  

Want t o  build a house. Four stories.  L ight ,  Air. Gadgets, How much? 
(crosee8 t o  b ~ ,  l e f t  a l i t t l e  t i red )  

* Avorkge COS ' ~S  o f  mpterial in 1936-37, furnished by Cnldwell 'SPingpte, 
Buildem, 101 PPrk Ave,, New York. 
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SECOND BUILDING SUPPLY MAN 

(looks a t  FIRST BUILDING SUPPLY W, 
inquiringly. FIRST BUILDING SWPPLY 
MAN holds up f i f t e en  fingers. 
BUILDING SUPPLY MAN nods, LANDLORD 
suspecting something, swings around at  
FIRST W but hela too late )  

SECOND 

Fi f teen thousand. 

LANDLORD 
That I s  what he said. 

SECOND BUILDING SUPPLY MAN 
Did he? What a coincidence1 

LIWDLOHD 
He also said your cement was full o f  sand. 

I SECOND BUILDING SUPPLY MAN 
Thatts 0,K. SO i s  his .  

Well, I my as 

Here you are. 

LANDLoRn 
(hesitant) 
well go back t o  him. 
(cro8ses back) 
Fifteen thousand. 
(hands over money to  FIRST BUILDING 
SUPPLY MAN and crosses t o  MBN who 
has come down and stands center, UD 
from apron step) 

He saw me coming firRt. 

You a contrpctor? 

Yeah.  
CONTRACTOR 

TmLoRD 
Do I have to  repeat i t  a l l  OF did you hear me talking to  them? 

CONPiACTOR 
I heard you. 

LANDLORD 
How much? 

CONTRACTOR 
Twenty-four thousand. 

LANDLORD 
(indignant) 

Twenty-four -------- 
CONTRACTOR 

!Cha.tlR right. My carpenters get tnelve dollltrs a, day,* 

- * CarpenterP and Joiners a s t r i c t  Council, 130 Mndison Ave., Bew York. . 
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LANI)LoRD 
Twelve d o l l a m  R -- 

LOUDSPEAKER 
Don't l e t  him g e t  amy with that one. Sure they get twelve dollmfi  A 

day. And they probRbly worked three  h y s  lnc1t month1 

LANDLORD 
Oh, T e l l  ..... 
SRY, I b v o n ' t  got enough money! 

( s t a r t s  counting out money md 

(CONTRACTOB l m g u i d l y  turns aw~y 

stops in coneternation) 

and s t n r t a  a h i e t l i n g )  
What111 I do? 

CONTRACTOR 
(s tops  whietling) 

(Steps up as TVO MEN come doam and 
Try t h e  bank, 

etand on @ran step r i g h t  and l e f t }  

LANDLOID 

(cros8es to MAN, l e f t  -- BANKER) 
Thanks; 

I n m t  a mortgage, 

BANlER 
Sorry. Got too manyf 

BAMCFlR 
Try the MortgR,ge Company. 

LANDmRD 

(crosc1es t o  MAN,' right -- MORTGAGE COMPANY The nks 

PRESIDENT) 
I w m t  B mortgage, 

MORTGAGE C0MPA.NY PRESIDENT 
Sure. We'll f l o a t  bonds. Six percent,*  

LAN9LoRD 
Six percent4 

MORTGAGE COMPANY PRESIDENT 
Plus my commission1 

LANDmRD 
Your commission{,..,..,.O,K, Give me the money, 

(MORTGAGE COMPANY PRESIDENT hands 
over money. LANDIAIUI cross88 back 
t o  CONTRACTOR) 

- * New York StAte M o r t e g e  Commieeion. 



 LAND^^ (Cont'd.) 
Here you Rre. Twenty-four thou------ 

(stops, hears whiptling of MAN, 
standing directly bpck of 
CONTRACTOR on 3 step. Hi6 
hand is outntretched. The COL- 
LECTORS follow FIRST Y ? ,  circling 
past the LANDLORD, 811 with their 
hands outstretched, while he, in 
bewildered fashion hands them money 
A S  they aRk f o r  it.) 

Tho're you? 

FIRST Y !  
Government * taxes, 

(LANDLORD pays him) 

LANDLORD 
Who Ire you? 

StRte, taxes. 

Who ' r e  you? 

City , taxes, 

Who Ire you? 

Insurance. 

Who t re you? 

coal . 

SECOmsD MAN 

(same business) 

LAmLOHD 

THIRD MAN 

( same business) 

LANDLOHD 

FOURTH MAN 

(same bwiness) 

LANDLORD 

FIFTH MAN 

(same business) 

mLOm 
Who're you? 

WOMAN 
Renting Agent. 

( Ram0 bus ine e R )  

LANDmm 
Whofre you? 

SIXTH MAN 
I ' m  the Janitor! 

(The circle freezes) 
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LANDLORD 

Thank God! 
(He goes down and sinks.eldzaueted on 

' apron rrtep.canter. There i s  a pause., . . .) 
LOUDSPEAgER 

Well, now what? 

LANDLORD 
Wait  a minute, w i l l  you? 

m m m  
(He takes out a sign! wAPApARTMENTS FOR 
MXT, l l  and hangs it around hie  neck. 
LITTLE MAN seeing the sign, rushes t o  
center) 

LITTLE MAN 
Have you got an apartment to rent? 

Pre t ty  fair-sized rooms? 
(LANDLORD s t i l l  exhausted, nods) 

mmRD 
Uh-huh. 

LITTLE MAN 
-----md - er - modern plumbing gadgets? 

Uh-huh. 

LITTLE MAN 
( suddenly) 

Got a three-room apartment l e f t ?  

LANDLORD 
Uh-huh. 

LfTTLE W, 
( incredulous) 

Did YOU SAY, &-huh? 

Uh-huh. 

Now lemme 
gadget s - 
vI?-hub, 

LANDLORD 

LITTLE MAN 
(beside himself with excitement) 

get th is  strpight -- fpir-sized rooms, l i gh t ,  Rnd airy, modern 
And you've got an apartment for me! 

LANDLORD 

LIT!I?LE MA( 
( same) 

$or the love o f  Mike, how much is the rent? 



LAJ!J!LoRD, 
Twenty-five dollaru R zoom1 

(Music) 

BUCK OUT AND HOLD 

LOUDSPEAKER 
Wait a minute! Hold it! Don't blackout on that  yet! Bring those 
l i g h t s  UP - fill1 

(they come up) 
That's b e t t e r ,  This scene i s n ' t  over yet! 

2-3w10 

Now, Mister 
They Fore ti 
j u s t  l e t  i t  
knowing the 
i s  a cure! 

what is i t?  

(pause) 
Lmdlord, we know t h a t  the  conditions you showed US e x i p t ,  
l i t t l e  exaggerated Derhapa, but they exist...But we can't 
go at that .  We can't l e t  people walk out o f  t h i s  theatre  
disopse i a  t h e r e ,  but bel ieving thore'a no c u r e ,  There 

LOUDSPUKER 
(pnuse) 

You s e e ,  every one o f  those people who had h i s  h a d  i n  your pocket while 
you were builAing t h a t  house, WFZB inspired by the  p r o f i t  motive -- the 
Landomer, the  Broker,  the Building Svpply A h ,  the Contractor,  and you, 
t o o ,  you were a l l  out to get youre -- md you did! ... But there 's  one 
t h i n g  y6u've got t o  stop taking p r o f i t s  on -- rtnd that 'R human misew! 
If you cm't b u i l d  cheRp houses -- m d  youtve, j u s t  proved t h a t  you can't 
--then - l e t  somebody do it who crm-end I mem the United StPtes  Govern- - ment -- for instpnceL 

(Enter l e f t ,  MAN holding i n  front  o f  him 
on a l ~ r g e  board, a r e l i e f  model o f  a 
housing pra jec t ,  StRnds fit 2 step,  down 
l e f t )  ' 

Chicago, I l l i n o i s , . . , , , .  

FIRST MAN 
Government Housing P r o j e c t  -- Jane Addams Houses - $7.38 per room per 
month!*, . . , a 

(Exits) 
(Enter S E C O  MAIT, down r i g h t ,  sRme business) 

LOUDSPEARER 
Memphis, Tenneame,. , , , .  

SECOND BhAN 
Government Housing P r o j e c t  -- Dixie Homes -- $6,5J per room per month!** 

(Exi ta)  

(Enter THIITD MAN, down l e f t  -- sPme business) 

* 
** Ibid. Congreseionnl Record, August 1 3 ,  1937, 



Lorn- 

THZRD MAN 

%trot*. . , # # # 

Government Housing Pro ject  --- Wewater Houses - $5.fg per room per 
monthJ* 

(Exits) 

(Enter FOURTH MAN, down r ight  -- sRme business) 

LOUDSPEARER 
Cleveland. . . . . . 

FOURTH MAN 
Government Housing Project  -- Lakeview TerrRce -- $5.53 per room per 
month!** 

(Exits)  

Did they "governrnentltt 

Government? 

(to CONTRACMR) 
Did he say, wgovernmont?W 

Yes, I said Wgovornmenttff 

But that's socia.lisml 

LAMDLORD 

LANDllwNER 

FIRST BROKER 

LOUDSPEAKER 

LAMx)wNER 

SECOND BROgER 
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I t ' s  an invasion o f  pr ivate  rights! 

BANICER 
I t ' s  contrary t o  economic lane! 

MORTGAGE COMPANY PRESIDENT 
By God, it 1s unconstitutional1 

LoUDSPluKEEi 
I t  i s ,  is i t? , . . .Letts  hear what Nathan Straus, AdminiRtrRtor, United 
States Housing Authority has t o  say about that! 

(Enter STRAUS l e f t ,  crosses t o  center 
and stands up from apron step) 

*Congressioml Recorcl, August 13, 1937 
** Ibid 
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STRAUS 

There i s  TY) refvrm w i t h i n  my memory that has not been at tacked R A  an 
invasion o f  p r i v a t e  r i g h t s  and as contrary t o  economic laws. 
1's u a u d l y  t h e  added comment t h n t  i t ' s  unconstitutional , . . , .  

There 

(He bore t o  MORTGAGE COWANY PRESIDENT) 

. .* .We h v o  only t o  r e m 1 1  tho  h i s t o r y  of the enectment o f  Workmen's 
Compensrtion Laws, o f  t h e  Income Tax LAWS, o f  the ~ R W R  creat ing a Publ ic  
Service  Commission t o  curb improper p r a c t i c e s  o f  the Publ ic  U t i l i t y  
Corporations. 
l e g i s h t i o n  WRS contrary t o  economic laws, i n  t h a t  i t  i n t e r f e r e d  with 
p r i v a t e  i n i t i a t i v e .  
unconstitutionpl.  Yet ench of these reforms has been writ ten i n t o  tho 
laws o f  our land,* 

I n  every one o f  theso cases we-were told t h a t  the new 

In practically every cpfie we were t o l d  that it  wns 

(HOLD AND 

*"A Housing Program f o r  the United S t a t e s "  - Pathm S t r a m ,  P.12. 



ll...one third of a nation,.,t' 

ACT I1 

SCXtTE 4 -- GOVEWENT HOUSING 

CUCTWS 

L i t t l e  Man 

G u i  de 

Loudspeaker 

United States Senate 

Group o f  three Senators " If two It 
Stage r ight  1 

Hon. W i l l i a m  E. Borah- Idaho ) Center . 
It  Robert E". Wagner-- New York ) 

Ron. C. 0. Andrews- Florida 1 
Harry F. Byrd- Virginia ) Stage l e f t  
Mi l lard E.Tydings-Ma,ryland ) 

Group of two Senators 

Vice-president, John N. Garner 

Clerk of Senate 



ACT I 1  

(Spot on LITTLE MBN and GUIDE at 2 s tep  
down right.  Scene played i n  f r o n t  o f  
b l  scks) 

LITTLE MAS 
(pacing, excitedly)  

Five do l la r s  a room, s i x  do l la r s  a roorn....Lakeview Terrace*...... 
F i r s t  Houses**... That's the kind o f  place  I want t o  l i v e  i n 1  

GUI DE 
Well, why don' t you? 

LITTLE MAN 
D i d n ' t  you henr what he said? 

My chances o f  ge t t ing  a f h t  i n  one o f  'em are  about three thousand 
s i x  hundred t o  one. 

(points  to LOUDSPEAKER) 

THREE THOUSABD SIX HUNDRED TO OR#!*** 

GUI DE 
Well, why don1 t they bui ld  more o f  I em? 

LITTLE U N  
Wny don! t they build- 

Say ,  that's r i g h t l  Why don't they? 
( s tops  short i n  amazement, then) 

GUI DE 
I don't know. 
don' t you? 

I'm asking you... You - e r  s t i l l  have a Congress, 

LITTLE MAN 
Certainly we've got a Congress! 

GTJI DE 
Do they - e r  - s t i l l  pass laws? 

LITTLE MAN 
Certainly they s t i l l  pass laws1 

GUI DE 
Well, whattre they doing about i t ?  

LITTLE MAN 
What a r e  they -- say --a 

about. . . 
Hey! 
summer? 

* Congressional Record - August 13, 1937, ** 
*** 

Seems t o  me I remember reading something 

( t o  LOUDsPrnER) 
Whatts t h i s  about a Housing B i l l  they passed some time last 

Average ren ta l  f o r  "First Houses" $6.05 per  room, per  month- 
booklet, " F i r s t  Houses'', p. 26, New York City Housing Authority, 
Based on f i g u r e s  from New York City Housing Authority. 



(Lights come-&-on f i v e  groups o f  sZNOBS 
and VICE-PRESIDENT GBEWIB. The SOWS 
stand stage r i g h t ,  c e n t e r ,  and stage l e f t -  
a group o f  threa  at 2 s t e p  down r i g h t ,  a 
group of two upstage right; two Senators  
c e n t e r ,  a group o f  t h r e e  down l e f t ,  and a 
group o f  two up l e f t .  
VICZ-PRFSIDERT GARNER stands on 2 s t e p  down 
l e f t )  

L O U D S P ~  
February 27, 1937.,,.The Wagner-Steagall Rousing 9111 4s introduced i n  
t h e  Senate!* The Wwner-Stea.gal.1 Rousing B i l l :  

( E n t e r  CLERK o f  SENATE. He stands down 
l e f t  at 2 step) 

CLERK 
To c r e a t e  a United States Housing Authori ty ,  t o  provide f inancial .  
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  the  States and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  subdivis ions  t h e r e o f  for  
t h e  e l iminat ion o f  unsafe and unsanitary housing condit ions :  f o r  the 
development o f  decent ,  safe and s a n i t a r y  dwell ings f o r  f a m i l i e s  of 
low income; <and f o r  the reduct ion o f  unemployment and the  s t imulat ion 
of business  a c t i v i t y .  , .For t h e s e  purposes t h e r e  s-hall be nmde a v a i l -  
ab le ,  t h e  sun o f  one b i l l i o n  dol lars . * *  

(Exits) 

LOUDSPEAKER 
Senator  W i l l i a m  E. Borah o f  Idaho. 

BOUR 
( s tands  l e f t  center )  

Mr. Pres ident .  . . . 
GARNEFt 

Does the Senator from New Yo& yie ld  t o  t h e  Senator  from Idaho?*** 

WAGNER 
( s t a n d s  r i g h t  c e n t e r ,  f a c i n g  B O W )  

Certainly .  

B O W  
I s  t h e  Senator going t o  disciiss the  question o f  causes nf  slums? 
do we have t h e s e  awful degraded conditions?****  

WhY 

LOUDSPEAICER 
Senator  Robert  F. W w e r  o f  New York. 

WAGNXR 
I t h i n k  i t  i s  a very simple matter. 
r e c e i v e d  by t h e  indiv iduals  who l i v e  i n  t h e  slums, T h a t  i s  t h e  funda- 
mental d i f f i e u l t y .  
more fair d i s t r i b u t i o n  of the  wealth of t h e  country,  we would not have 

I t  i s  because o f  t h e  low incomes 

I f  overnight we could i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  incomes by a 

any slums! ***** 
* New York Times, February 251 1937. 
** I b i d  *** Congressional Record - Senate ,  Ailgust 2, 1937, p. 10358. 
**** Ibid ***** I b i d  

- 



LOUDSPEAKER 
Senator C. 0.  Andrews o f  Florida. 

2-4-3 

AMDREWS 
(stands down l e f t )  

Mr, President ,  I should l ike t o  ask the  Senator from New York where 
the people who l i v e  i n  the slums come from,* 

WAGlTER 
( turning toward NDBEtBS) 

A great  many o f  them have been here a long time. 
mean by, "Where do they come from?" 
other  country?** 

What does the  Senator 
Whether they have come from some 

ANDREWS 
I think we ought not t o  o f f e r  any inducement to people t o  come i n  from 
o u r  country or foreign countries o r  anywhere e l s e  and take advantage 
of our  governmeqt i n  supplying them with homes. Far instqnce,  if we 
examine the b i r t h  records i n  New York, we will f i n d  that most o f  the 
people there i n  t h e  slums were not born i n  New York, but the  bright 
l i g h t s  have attracted them from everywhere, and t h a t  i s  one reason why 
there  are  so m a n y  m i l l i o n s  i n  Xew York without homesl*** 

LOUDSPEAKER 
Despite h i s  p o s i t i o n  during the debate, Senator Andrews voted f o r  and 
supported the B i l l  i n  i t s  f i n a l  form.**** 

B O W  
Mr. President.  . . . 

(Entef  CLERX l e f t .  He hands GARNER a s l i p  
of paper. 
CLEEiK e x i t s )  

Three raps o f  a gavel a r e  heard. 

G,?RNER 
( reads) 

The appropriation f o r  the Wwer-Steagal l  H-ouqing B i l l  has been re- 
duced from one b i l l i o n  t o  seven hundred m i l l i o n  dollarsl*****  

\ 

LOUDSPEAKER I 

Senator Harry F. Byrd o f  Virginia.  

BYRD 
(stands down l e f t  i n  group with A;NDREWS) 

Mr. President ,  I o f f e r  an amendment, the purpose o f  which i s  t o  prevent 
the extravagance which has occurred i n  other homestead p r o j e c t s  built 
throughout the country.. . .This anendment i s  presented for the  purpose 
o f  preventing t h e  expenditure o f  more than four thousand d o l l a r s  per 
f a u i l y  unit.****** 

WAGNER 
Those wno are not, in syqathy with our  efforts t o  do something for the 
one t h i r d  o f  the paople o f  t h e  United States who are  ill-housed-some- 
thing t o  g i v e  these unfortunate people who have not s u f f i c i e n t  income t o  
enable them to l i v e  i n  decent quarters a chance f o r  l i f e -  will f e e l  
that the anendment o f  the  Senator from V i r g i n i a  ought to  be adopted and 
the b i l l  defeated, I say very candidly t o  the Senate that if the mend- 
ment o f  the Senator from Virginia  i s  adopted i t  w i l l  k i l l  the  bill .**#* 
* 
** I b i d  *** I b i d  ****Ibid, August 6 , 1 9 3 7 ,  p.8373. 
*****Sew York Times, July 23,1937. 

Congressional Record 9 Senate, Aug. 2, 1937,  p. 10368-9 

******Congressional Record-Senate 
Awe 4, 1937,  pb 10548-55, ******a I b i d  



(Enter CLERK down l e f t .  
another s l i p  o f  paper. 
t h e  gavel a r e  heard) 

GARHER 
( reads) 

The appropriation f o r  the WagnerSteagall  

He hands GARNER 
Three raps o f  

Housing Bill has 

2-64 

been reduced _ _  - 

from seven hundred mil l ion t o  five hundred twenty-six mill-ion dollcars!* 
(His voice fades and l i g h t s  din down as a 
large screen r i s e s  up. Blacks out. The 
voices  o f  the  SENATORS fade but are heard 
debating in a vague s o r t  o f  mmb jumbo 
p a t t e r n  under the  Ix)uDspEAKER, Music) 

BYRD 
Does the Senator think t h i s  low income group about which he i s  talking- 
and I am thoroughly i n  accord with that--- 

WAGNER 
I f  t h e  Senator i s  i n  accord with that, he should not suggest t h i s  
amendment because he may be a b l e  t o  do i n  V i r g i n i a  what he suggests,  
but there w i l l  be few areas in the United S t a t e s  where a room can be 
b u i l t  f o r  a thousand d o l l a r s ,  and under the Senator's amendment t h i s  
b e n e f i t  would be l imited t o  a few l o c a l i t i e s l * *  

LOUDSPEAKER 
Senator M i l l a r d  E. Tydings o f  Naryland. 

TYDINGS 
(stands down left i n  group with IwIRBWTS and BYRD) 

Mr. President ,  I think the amendment o f  the  Senator from Virginia  i s  
l i b e r a l .  
d o l l a r s  per  family, then we had b e t t e r  give  up slum c l e a r a m e l * * *  

I f  these people cannot be r e h a b i l i t a t e d  at four thousand 

(while debate i s  going on second series of 
movies o f  City appears**** with running 
commentary by) 

LOUDSPEAKER 
(AREAS OF NEW YORK including Brooklyn Bridge) 

This i s  New York City i n  1938, considered by many to be the wealthiest  
c i t y  i n  the world. Skyscrapers, Wall S t r e e t ,  the Etnpire State.  I n  
some part o f  t h i s  a r e a  seven m i l l i o n  people***** have a place they cal l  
'thomelt. , 
Park Avenue where some of America's m i l l i o n a i r e s  have t h e i r  homes. 

The same Park Avenue - further along. 
Dogs run d l  over the p l a c e  and nobody ainds. 

Slums. The lower East Side. 

A i r  and sunshine, primary requirements f o r  growing children. - 

(PARK AVEJUE - a d  sign "NO DOGS ALLOWED") 

(PUSF-CARTS) 
The rent is much cheapor here. 

( T ~ ~ Z N T S  ) 

(AIRWT) 

- * N. Y. Tines- Bug, 17,1937. 
** Congressional Record - Senate, Aug. 4,1937 - p.10548-55. *** Ibid. 
****Movies c o n s i s t  o f  shots taken by N.Y. City Housing Authority and 

those taken "on locat ion"  by Director and Technical S t a f f  tt...one 
t h i r d  o f  a nation,  . 11 Winter-1937. Continuity by Living Newspaper 
technical  staff.Edp*** N,Y. City B e a l t h  Dep't.Quasterly B u l l e t i n  - 
1937. 
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LOlWPEAKER ( Cant' d. ) 

( DIRTY YARD) 
To avoid being h i t  by automobiles children a r e  advised t o  play i n  t h e i r  
backyards. 

Yes, he l i v e s  down there. 

See those v e r t i c a l  ladders on the f i r e  escapes? 
climb down one o f  those i n  the middle o f  the night when a f i r e  breaks 
out? 

Or try t o  g e t  through these barred windows. 

And there are f i r e s .  
people were trapped i n  the h a l l s ?  
t h e i r  foot ing on those v e r t i c a l  ladders? 
when the w a l l  caved i n ?  

A home with a view. 

Out o f  a sick-bed two flights down. 

Modern plumbing -- more modern plumbing. 

Out o f  the  slums o f  New York City . . . typhus . . . meningitis . . 
tubercula s i  s. 

One faucet  f o r  tine whole house and that's i n  t h e  yard. 

A m i l l i o n  and three quarter* people look at these  every day of t h e i r  
l i v e s .  

(NIAN ELsdERDEs PROM CELLAR M)OR) 

(REBR HOUSE) 
How would you l i k e  t o  

(BARRED WINDOWS) 

(FIRE SCENE) 
How many l i v e s  were l o s t  i n  t h i s  one? How many 

Haw many o l d  men and women missed 
How many firemen were k i l l e d  

(DIRTY YARD) 

(TWO WOMEN ENTERING TOILET ROOM) 

(OLIbFASFIOlTED WATER CLOSETS) 

(GARBAGE CANS AND A DEAD RAT) 

(FAUCET I N  YARD) 

(GARBAGE CANS) 

Garbage.. . f i l t h .  . .disease. . . crime. . . slums! 

(Voices o f  SENATORS a r e  raised higher and 
higher i n  dispute as one group r ight  shouts: 
IFASS THE BILL! PASS THE B I U I t t  The other 
group le f t  shouts: "POINT OF ORDER." 
Movies end with p r o j e c t i o n  o f  hand with 
gavel i n  i t ,  descending, then crash o f  
gavel ,  then) 

GARNER 
The Wagner-Steegall €lousing B i l l ,  with an appropriation o f  f i v e  hundred 
twenty-six mil l ion e l lars ,  i s  passedl** 

(Blacks come i n ;  Music) 

BLACKOUT 

* q o u s i n g  o r  Elsen, p. 8 Lagdon W. Post ,  Hew York City Housing 
Authority - 1936 

** New York Times, August 22, 1937. 



Landlord, 1938 -- Same a s  Act 11, Scene 3 

1'. . .one t h i r d  o f  a nation..  . 11 
ACT I1 

SCENQ 5 - KIOKING F0RWAR.Q 

CWCTERS 

Loudspeaker 

L i t t l e  Man 

Langdon W. Post - Former Tenement House Commissioner, New York City - 
Voice 

Helen Blfred, Secretary and Executive Direc tor ,  National Publ ic  
Housing Conference 

Ron. F i o r e l l o  H. L a  Guardia, Mayor, New York City 

Landowner, 1800 -- Same as Act I ,  Scene 3 

Mrs. But tonkooper 

Tenants o f  the HOUSE -- Same as A c t  I, Scene 1. 



ACT I1 

SCZNE 5 - LOOKING FORWARD 

(After short musical interlude follow 
spot picks out the LITTLE W, down 
right.  He paces agitated,  then crosses 
stage, t o  center) 

LOUDSPEAKER 
H eyl 

Hey1 What are you doing? 
(no answer: he continues pacing) 

Arithmetic? 

LITTLE W 
(without stopping) 

LOUDSPEAICW 

LITTLE MAN 
That' s r i g h t ,  

I suppose you noticed how they cut that B i l l  down t o  half o f  w h a t  
(He stops; leans forward, intently)  

Senator Wagner original ly  asked 

I noticed it. 

O f  course, 526 m i l l i o n  i s  a l o t  

Of course. 

I could do a l o t  o f  things with 

Sure you could. But where does 

(Blacks i n )  

for ,*  

LOUDSPEAKER 

LITTLE W 
o f  money. 

LOuDsPE4KER 

LITTLE MAN 
526 million. 

LOUDSPWER 
the arithmetic come i n ?  

LITTLE MAN 
Well, I ' m  taking ten per cent o f  526 m i l l i o n  -- 
You mean f i v e  hundred million -- twenty-six million goes f o r  main- 

L O r n U E R  

' tenance--** 

* Original appropriation Wagner-Stem11 B i l l ,  $1,000,000,000. -Edr 

** Wagner-Steagall Act as passed, -Ed* 



._ . .-.._ .. . , 

LITTLE: MAN 
Ten per cent of that i s  f i f t y  A l l  right,  f i v e  hundred million. 

mill ion -- which i s  all that any one State  can get under the terms 
o f  the B i l l . *  Right? 

LOUDSPEAXER 
Right. , 

LITTLE MA8 
Wel l ,  I ' m  tGdcing that f i f ty mill ion and trying to  fit it into  the New 
York City Housing problem. 

LOUDSPEAKER 
But you can' t do that. 

LITTLE MAN 
You're t e l l i n g  me€ 

LOUDSPEAKER 
That f i f ty  mill ion i s  f a r  the whole State,** According to  Mayor 
La Guardia the most New York Ci ty  can hope to  get i s  th i r ty  nillion,*** 

LIT!ISE MAN 
As I was saying. I ' m  taking that t h i r t y  mi l l ion and try ing t o  fit it 
into  the New York Ci ty  Housing problem. 

LOUDSPEAKER 
That's fine. 3efore you begin, let me show you what the New York City 
Housing problem really i s  -0 i n  dollars and cents. 
Post,  former Tenement House Commissioner. 

This i s  Langdon 

VOICE O F  POST 
A conservative estimate o f  the cost o f  removing the slums in New York 
City alone i s  about two b i l l i on  dollarsl**** 

LOUDSPEAKER 
Two b i l l i on  dollars1 There's your problem i n  arithmetic, Mr. Button- 
kooper. How to  make th i r ty  mill ion equal to two bil l ion. 

L I rnE  MAX 
(with paper and pencil)  

That's w h a t  I ' m  working on. 

LOuDsPEAicrn 
Wel l ,  what1 s the answer? 

* Wagner-Steagall Act as passed. -Ed. 
** I b id  
*** New York Post,  January 27, 1938. **** Le t te r  to L iv ing  Newspaper from Lmgdon W. Post - Dec.10,193? 



LITTLE MAN 
A headache. 

(He starts pacing again: he stope) 
Do you realize that the Wagner B i l l  at the end o f  four years will have 
solved l e s s  than two per bent af the  H O U 6 h g  problem in New York City?* 
Do you realize that, at t h a t  rate i t  will take UB more than two hundred 
years before every slum i n  New York has been demolished?** -- And by 
that time the ones they're building now will be slums and we'll be back 
j u s t  where we started.  

(He crosses  down: then, i n t e n t l y )  
Remember, L want t o  l i v e  i n  one o f  those new developments! 
g i v e  a damn about my great-great grandchildren4 

(pause, then, more composed) 
You know, when I heard a l l  those Senators arguing, I got a funny feel-  

I don' t 

ing. 
else 
bo as 
Most 

I thought maybe I was crazy..... Tel l  me, i s n ' t - t h e r e  anybody 
who's taken the trouble t o  figure t h i s  thing aut? 
know what t h e  score i s ?  

Doesn't a n p  

LOuDsPEllKER 
o f  the l o c a l  Housing a u t h o r i t i e s  have studied the matter. 

LITTLE EdAN 
Well,  l e t ' s  have it1 What do they say? L e t t s  hear somebody say 
something. 

LOUDSPEAKER 
Ilelen Al f red ,  Secretary and Executive Director o f  the National P u b l i c  
Housing Conference. 

(Spot on MISS ALFRED, at 2 s t e p ,  down right) 

MISS ALFRBD 
The Wagner-Steagall Housing Act lays a permanent foundation f o r  t h e  
too long delayed attack on dangerous T d  unsanitary housing conditions 
prevalent throughout the country. 
new accommodations, the  sum stipulated i s  p i t i f u l l y  inadequate.*** 

But i n  view of the great need f o r  

(Light out on MISS AL-. Spot on 
LA GUARDIA, down l e f t . )  

LCUDSPEAKER 
The Honorable F i o r e l l o  E. La Guardia, Mayor o f  New York City. 

LA GUARDIA 
The Wagner-Steagdl Housing B i l l  with i t s  provisions for 500 mil l ion 
d o l l a r s  f o r  rehousing the nation i s  a step i n  the r ight  d i r e c t i o n ,  but 
only a step -- a drop i n  the bucket!**** I t  i s  therefore my intention 
t o  start a building program aside and apart from, and i n  addition t o  
t h e  Federal program...,,I have therefore  requested the Board of E s t i -  
mate t o  be prepared t a  act upon a resolut ion appmpriating funds to 

* T h i r t y  mil l ion d o l l a r s  is one and one-half per cent o f  two b i l l i o n  
dol lars .  -Ed. 

** A t  rate o f  t h i r t y  mil l ion d o l l a r s  i n  four y e a r s ,  i t  will take 356 
years f o r  the total appropriation t o  equal two b i l l i o n  dollara.*Ed. *** Interview with Miss Alfred - Dec. 7, 1937. 

**** Speech made at conference o f  Mayors, %shingtan,D. C. ,Nov.17,1937. 
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LA GUABDIA (Contld.) 

take care o f  in teres t  charges and &nortieation of capital investments 
for the construction of low rent houses....Remember, slums cannot be 
wished away, nor  even legis lated awq. THE MS1IcIER IS BUILDING4 * 

( L i g h t s  out on LA O U ~ I A )  

LOUDSPEAKER 
Well, there you are. Feel any better? 

LITTLE MAN 
No-- but at l e a s t  I know that if I'm crazy, I 'm  i n  pret ty  good companyt 
According t o  all  those fellows we're n o t  much bet ter  off than we were 
before.. . 

L0uDGpuE.R 
Less  than two per cent better, according t o  .your arithmetic. 

LITTLB MJm 
Well, what are  we going t o  do about it? 

Are we going t o  take it  lying down l ike mice? 
( excitedly) 

( s t a r t s  taking o f f  h i s  coat) 
Or, are we men? 

LouDsPEILKFs1 
What are you going t o  do now? 

LITTLE M@i 
I'm going t o  f i n d  the guy whols responsible f o r  these slum conditions1 
I111 t e l l  him something all  r ight ,  all right! 

LOUDSPWER 
Do you know who i t  i s ?  

LITTLE MAN 
Certainly I know who i t  i s !  
show for1  

What do you think I came to see t h i s  

(Goes t o  wings r i g h t ,  and leads o u t  to 

(pointing to  tenement) 
Look at it! 

center,  LANDOWNER 1800 - Act I. Scene 3) 
There you are1 

Do you see that? 
speculate i n  land1 

You started a l l  t h i s  when you began t o  

LANDOWNW 
A l l  I d id  was s i t .  Remember? 

LITTLE MAEl 
Yeah, 1 remember. 
values went up, and because people had to have B place t o  l fve  in, th,is 
is the resul t l  

And while you sat  the tom grew up around you. Land 

LANDOWNXR 
Well, what are  you going t o  do about i t?  

* New York Post ,  January 27, 1938. 



Huh? 
(taken aback) 

(belligerently) 

2-5-5 

I said, what are you going t o  do about it? Do you think you can take 
the land away from my descendants and make it public property? Do you? 

LITTLE hdAN 
( doubtfully) 

No - 0. 
LANDOWNER 

That's a l l  I wanted t o  h o w l  Go'od-bye, 
(He cro8see off ,  right leaving a bewildered 
LITTLE MAN, down center) 

LouDqPEcAIcm 
YOU certainly told him something, a l l  right, all right. 

LITTLE IAN 
( sheepishly) 

(crosses t o  wings, left, shouting) 

(He emerges, bringing on the LANILORD 

He was too quick f o r  me...,But there's another guy I ' m  going t o  get 
my hooks into  and he wont) get aww so fast1 

Hey, come an out herel 

of: A+ 2 ,  Scene 3) 
You're t o  blame f o r  that! 
month4 
here than i n  any other country on the face o f  the earth? * 

You and the high rents you collect every 
Do you know the percentage o f  income used for  rent i s  higher 

LANDLORD 
tel l ,  what are you going t o  do about it? 

LITTLE MAR 
I'll t e l l  you what we're going t o  dol 
to Albany and get some emergency rent laws passedl 
of you all right! 

We're goint t o  march right up 
That111 take care 

LANDLORD 
( calmly) 

I8 that dl? 

LITTLE MAN 
{a b i t  shakm by his calm) 

Well - er - isn1 t it enoigh? 

* Vearbook o f  Labor Statisticst' - 1935-1936 4 International Labor 
Office, League of Nations, Geneva. 
"American Public Housing through British mesf l ,  Richard Reiss 
in, 'qousing Officials Yearbook", 1936 
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w m m  

I don't think S O . o c r  AS I recall, Y O U  f61LOWS mWch8d tQ Albrmy 
i n  1920, 1924 and 192%. I n  each case  FSneI'genky Rent Laws were passed. 

Afe you paying any l e s s  f o r  your apartment todhy than you did then? 
( suddenly) 

LITTLE W 
NO, 

LOLDsPEAKrn 
You c e r t a i n l y  got your hooks i n t o  him a l l  r ight.  

LITTLE: MAN 
L e t t s  not t a l k  about i t ,  

LDUDSPEAlcER 
Of  course those emergency rent laws did prevent r e n t s  from going s t i l l  
higher. 

LITTLE W 
( explosively) 

Sure they did! 

LOUDSPUZR 
Well, why didn! t you t e l l  him that! 

LITTLE MAN 
He - e r  - he was too quick f o r  me. 

L 0 u D s I ) U  
I see... Well, what next? 

LITTLE MAN 
L e t t s  see now...there was the Landowner - and the Landlord - and - 
e r  - I guess that ' s  all. 

L O T J D S P ~  
Isn!  t there something youlve forgotten,  Mr. Buttonkooper? 

LITTLE MBN 
What i s  i t ?  

LOuDSpWrn 
How about the  thing thatts made these slum conditions p o s s i b l e  for the 
last  hundred and f i f t y  years? 
and everybody e l s e  a f t  back and say, Ve)l ,  t h i s  i s  the WE@ i t  alwtiays 
has betm dnd €Ma i s  the  way i t ' e  alwwm going t o  beln 

The thing that makes people l ike  you 

8 

LITTLE MAN 
What thing i s  that?  

~II New York S t a t e  S t a t u t e s  - Municipal Reference LiBrary, 
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Lomspum . . .i tt s cal led "inertia. If 

LIT'IZE M U  
Iner t ia?  

(He looks puzzled) 

lii2RS. BUTTONKOOPER 
( r i s ing  from seat i n  audience) 

(spot picks her up as she comes down B i s l e  
Don't look so surprised, Angus. That's just what it is - iner t ia l  

and up on stage, left. Stands facing LITTLE 
MAN) 

You know about these conditions and so do I and 30 does everybody 
else that l i v e s  i n  1 em - but we don' t do anything about i t1  

LITTLE MAN 
By golly, that's riqht.  According to  what we've seen here tonight 
peopls have been going around for  n hundred years o r  more - taking 
notes, making surveys - but nobody's ever done a,~ythingl 

MRS. BUTMXKOOPER 
That's it..,Vhat good are a l l  those surveys ,and speeches to us when 
we've g o t  to live i n  a place almost as bad as  that twenty-four hours 
a day! ... Vnnt good are all those new laws that nobody obeys wnen 
maybe those k ids  are going t o  turn out to be crooks o r  nurderersl- 

LITTLE Z'iAN 
Sure! 
less t h m  two per cent o f  the trouble. 
s t i l l  have this? 

(points to tenenent) 

And what good are al l  those Eousing B i l l s  that take care of 
What good are they when we 

MRS. SUTTOFXOOPER 
Look at it - ,and don't forget - that i s n ' t  only Nev York. 
Philadelphia and Chicago and Boston and St. Louis1 ... According to 
a man named Roosovelt, i t ' s  one third o f  a nation!* 
nation i s  just l i k e  that i n  19381 

I t ' s  

One th i rd  of a 

L I  TTLE EPW? 
(pause) 

Well, w h a t  are we going to do cbout i t ?  

1,RS. BUTTOMCOOPER 
I don't h o w  y e t ,  -- but it seems to me --- 
Angds, how nuch did you say that Wagner B i l l  was for? 

( suddenly) 

LITTLE MAN 
526, million. 

* Second Inaugural Address. Ron. Franklin D. Roasevelt, President 
of the United States, Washington, D.C., Jan, 20, 193'7. 



MRS. BUTTONICOOPER 
526 million - f o r  four yearsl 
bi l l ion dollars, Angus? 

Why was that b i l l  cut down from a 

LOUDSPEAKER 
Because they're trying to  bcJance the budget. 

XRS. ~UTTONXOCYPW 
Balance the budget? What with? Human l ives? Misery? Disease? 

( A  whistle i s  heard as) 

LOUDSPEAKER 
FLASH.* New York, February 24, the cracking walls i n  three buildings 
at Avenue C and 12th Street caused al l  the tenants to f lee  f o r  their 
lives. 
sessions, two of  the buildings collapsad.** 

A few minutes after  they had abandoned their homes and pos- 

LOUDSPEAKER - FLASH, Mew York, March 9th, thirty men, women and children were forced 
t o  f l ee  fo r  their l ives  when the walls fn mother old-law tenement 
at 82 St. Marks Place began to crack. 
kind i n  the last  two weeks.*** 

This i s  the SECOND case o f  tne 

LOUDSPEAKER 
FLASH, Mew York, March 12th, this afternoon at 843 St. Nicholas 
Avenue, Manhattan, a f i r e  broke out i n  a FIRE ESCAPELESS three story 
tenement. 
on a spiked fence and a three year old child was asphyxiated. Mayor 
La Guardia visited the scene and promised a thorough investigation.**** 

Leaping from a second f l o o r  window, a woman was impaled 

MRS. BUTTONKOOPEFi 
S a y ,  Mister, now much was the appropriation f o r  the &my and Navy? 

L o u D s P m  
The appropriation for  the Army and Navy f o r  the last  four years was 
three billion, 125 million dollars.***** 

-.- * News flashes-of events that have occurred are used--calamaties 

** 
*** . 
**** 
****I 

that are traceable to bad housing. The three above flashes 
have been used t o  date.-Ed. 
Reported by Research Worker on Living Newspaper Staff, 2-24-38. 
Lsi ly Mirror, ?ilarch 9, 1938. 
New York Sun, March 12, 1938. 
Foreign Pol,icy report - February 15, 1937., Vol.12, No.23, 
Foreign Policy Association. 
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.-. 

LITTLE ELAN 
Three b i l l ion ,  125 raillion dollars, Thy - why - t-hat's more than 
enough money to clean out every slum i n  New Yorkl 

Well, w h a t  we going to do? 
(pacing excitedly) 

MRS. BUTTONKOOPER 
( interrupting) 

You know what wetre going to do- you and me? 
And wet re going to keep on hollering until they admit i n  V/asliington 
i t ' s  just as important to  keep a man a l i v e  as it i s  to  k i l l  him! 

Vetre going to  holler. 

LITTLE ldAM 
Will that do any good? 

M I S .  BUTTOXKOOPI3F3 
Sure it wl11. If we do it loud enough! 

LITTLE ivlAN 
You think theyt l l  hear us? 

MRS. BUTTONKOOPER 
They'll hear us 811 r ight  if we dl do it together- you and me and 
La Guardia and Senator Wagner and the Housing Authorities and the 
Tenant Leagues and everybody who l i v e s  i n  a place l i k e  that! 

(pointing to tenement. TENANTS start 
' t o  fill the tenement as l i gh ts  come up 

on it) 

LITTLE 103 
( exc i t edly) 

A l l  right, a l l  right, when do we begin? 

MRS. BUTTOIJXOOPER 
Right no w, 

MRS. BUTTONKOOPER 

We w a n t  a 
fit for a 
OR ALBANY 
GIVE ME A 

(Sine crosses down center) 
( shouting) 

decent place to l i v e  in! 

OR WEER2VW YOU ARE! 
HOME! A HOME! 

I want a place that 's clean md 
m d  woman and kids! CAN YOU EEkR ME - YOU IN  WASXINGTON 

GIVB MdE A DlKZBl' PLACS TO LIVE Ih'I 

LITTLE MAN 
think theyt l l  hear us? 

MRS, BUTTONKOOPER 
we don' t make them hear us you' re going t o  have just what  yout ve 
had --" slums-- disease-- crime- juvenile delinquency,. and.. 
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(TENANTS start ac t i v i t i es  as i n  Act I - 
Scene 1. 
begins to rise. 
are heard. Pandemonium as fire scene i s  
re-enacted. The entire scene builds t o  ~ 

a crescendo topped by flames, smoke, and 
the MAN cowering on the f i re  escape. 

Smoke starts to  appear and 
Suddenly the f i r e  sirens 

idusic) 

LOUDSPEAICEX 
Ladies and gentlemen, this  might be Boston, New York, St ,  Louis, 
Chicago, Philadelphia - but just let 's  ca l l  i t ,  "...one third o f  
a nation,. .It 

BLACKOUT 

CURTAIN 

HOUSE LIGETS 


