
OPENING 

OVEHTUIU FADES OUT@ 

A I'itOJECTXON API'EARS 011 THE FItOMT CURTAIN. 
CU t'l'OM" 

WKfIIG 
SUI'ERINPOSED OVER YWTS O F  COT !ON PICKEiU 

I.N A F I W ,  SINGING. 

WUDSPEAKER 

T U  LIVING NINSPAPER PRESENTS 8 "KINO COTTON" 6 

( €WOllT CiJItTAINS OPEN AND TIIJS PI(0JECTION 
FL13S DACK TO A SCREEN Ul'STAGE CENTER6 

OUT, LZAVItJG FULL SCREfN TO SiiOTS OF 
C O 3 " N  PICKERS e ) 

TfIG TITLE hORl)S GllOY1 SLULLER AND FADE 

OVER A V U T  REALM FROM-VIRGINIA TO THE GULi OF MEXICO, F'ROIA THE 
A T L N j T l C  OCEAN TO THE ROCKY LIOUI!TAINS, COTTON IS KING+ IN ONE 
YEAR HB IMS STOREI) IN HIS COFFER9 MORE THAN !DVO BILLION ** 
DOLLARS OR ALMOST HnLF Till3 TOTAL  AMOUNT **# OF MOIJEY NOW IN CIR- 
CULATIOIS IN TW UNITED STATES IN TUAT YEAR, K I N O  COTTON EMPLOYS 
THIRTEEN MILLION **** PERSONS TO TILL HIS FIELDS AND TO CARE FOR 
THOSE I'll10 TILL Tt lEV l o  HB HAS *rc**+ 
LABORING IN HIS MILLS. OtI YES INDEED1 COTTON IS KINO IN THE SOUTH1 

(TI'OJECTION DISSOLVES TO UINLS VIOIIXINO 
AT SPINlJBR3 I N  A COI'TON MILL,) 

BV1' OF LATE TIERR NU SIGNS THAT THE KINO IS SICK; THAT HE IUS 
BECOME A SENILE OLD TYRANT; THAT IUS I ***4l** 
SUBJECTS LIVE IN ABJECT SLAVERY UNDER HIS RULE. THE UNITED STATES 
C;OVEIUJ?dk3lT IUiS DERN GIIAVELY CONCERNED ABOUT HUo 
TU WASHINGTON AND SEE FOR OURSELVES@ 

LET  US GO DOWN 

* Tho Loudapectker l a t e r  beoomes tho voioe o f  Mr. Blackboard, 
known (1s "Boa Bee" who i s  used a8 a charaoter throughout 
tb play. 

*+** 16th oon3ue o f  the U.S., 1930, 11, 2s 2,612,086 fann operatorrr 
The average number in the 19 ptincipnl aotton s t n t e 8 .  

of workers in a aouthem fnmily i e  oonservntively estimated at 6. 

***** F d e ~ o t  Theatre Prolect Rccordr 
George Mason Unktrtty 

****** Fa I rfnx. Virginia 
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ENATB COMMITTEE MEBTfNOm * 

( IIJSING) 

LET'S GkiT L>OtVN TO CASES. \IIIAT I A)t( DRIVINO IAT AS C U A I W  OF 
TI1E AGRXCULTUhU COMdITTEE OF THE UNITED STATES SENATE I S  NOT 
TO HAVb THIS 1wlWi3, GROUCH EVERY YEAR, BUT TO ESTABLISH R'PEX- 
MIANENT P;{OGRAII, A I'ENUNEIJT LAN OF EQUITY AND JUSTICE ANI) FAIR- 
NESS TO THE FNUBR SO THAT FU3 CNI 00 HOME AND NOT BE SCARED TO 
DEATH THAT GOD VU ILL BE GOOD TO HIM. V(E HAVE GOT INTO THE MOST 
INFERNAL PARADOX IN TIB VIORLDe THE FMWERS PRAY GOD FOR 

THEM3 COMES A GOUD SEASON, THEY ALL 00 TO THE POORHOUSE. 
DROUGHTS AND DISASTERS I N  ORDER TO BE PROSPEROUS, AND EVERYTIME 

IS A HELL OF A NOTE, ISN 'T  IT? *+ 
THAT 

MC NARY MASK 

IT I S ,  SENATOR SMITH. BUT WHAT YiOULD YOU HAVE US DOT . 

* The lonC; oommittee meeting ttipliod by the stmature o f  th i s  
ploy i s  f iat iona l .  
hovtovor, and a l l  that deul with agrioultural  pol i -  
cies  are doomentxd on fol lowing pageso 

Almost all oi' the speeohes, 

** Iiearinga bofore a Sub-Cornittee o f  the  Committee on Agrioulture 
and Forreetry, Pursuant t o  S O  Reao 168, Part 7 ,  p i  831 
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SMITH MASK 

Y 
P, 
Y cc 
0 
Hl 

I riOULD FIRST HAVE US ALL BECOW ACQUAINTED YIITHTIIE  PROBISM, 
SENATOR MC flARY. 
WSEARCIi EXPERT. 
SOU'l'H AND IF THEW I S  NO OBJECTION, WE WILL HEAR HIM NOiV, 

TlMT IS :;HY I €LAVE CALLED IN THE A ID  OF A 
W; HAS MADE A STUDY OF THE PROBLEMS OF TfIE 

(ILE WUKS AIIOUT FOR AN OBJRCTIONo) 

THERE BEING NONE, CLERK, WILL YOU CALL MR. ELBERT Q b  EXPERT IN? 

M R o  EXPERT 

hONDERFUL WEA'I'IBH iiE' RE HAVING LATELY 

MC NARY U S K  

( T EST I LY ) 

YES, YES. 

I SEM NO SMALL TALK, NO AMENITIES0 GET RIGHT DOVfIV TO FIOUIUSe 

SldITH 1d;ASI 

M R r  EXPERT 

VKitY !JELL, G L N T W ~ ~ ~ ~ E N O  
IlJDEED, I PIIXSGIVlXD A DOCTORAL DISSERTATION ON EDUCATION IN TIUT 

I HAVE MADE AN EXTENSIVE STUDY OF THE SOUTHy FfitVi TC*> t"G* 

REGION. IF YOU ASK ME TO STATE MY CONCLUSIONS BRIEFLY----- 

I SlIlJULD A L U G E  TllAT T€D5 CHIEF THIl lG WRONG \tITH THE SOUTI1 IS ITS  
LACK OF YllOPEH EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES 6 

IF NE COULD EDUCAl'l3 TliE SOUTH TO T W  NORTH'S STjd4DARD OF LIVING, 
,iU lrOULD lL\VE ZOLVED TIN 1'1WBLM: kOR OlfCE ILIVIMG SEEN A BETTER 

* Fiotional uharnotor. 



IIAY, THE SJUTHSHNER vIOULD NOT BE CONTZNT WITH A POORER0 

SMITH 1WK 

(SOilJ{O;WULLY) 

I 'M  A I M I D  IT IS NO1 AS SIMPLE AS THAT, S I R .  

(NR 0 EXPERT SJ4ILES HITH SUPEIi IORITY ) 

NC NARY W K  

' (swro VOCE) 

I IX) NUT L I K E  H I S  ljM1R.K OF ACADEMIC SUPERIORITY. 

M R o  EXPERT 

IT IS SIMPLE, SENATOR. I F  I id4D A BLACKBOARD, I THINK I 
COUZE DEMONSTRAT~L---------- 

(ULACKBOARD LUM'l'S UP ~ I X ' C H  A PI1OJL:CTIO~l 
UF A CAJ{ICAIURE OF A BOOKIfOlUd AT IiIS DESK. 
]I!-; 1s I N  S l i lHT  SLEEVES ldJD YlZAl13 A GHEEl? 
JCYE SWLDE. LAMP BUIUIS 014 HIS DESK AND NEXT 
'f'0 IT I S  AN OILCAN LADELLED "MIDNIGliT"e 
lliJGE COFkEE POT IS ON DESK NEXT TO A PAPER 

I11 1'IltC'S ON 'I'LlB DESK, ON THE FLOOR, I N  HIS 

VOICE I S  HEARD V U  T W !  LOUDSPEAKER BEHIND 

BAG OF S tUlI3iICliES 0 BOORS AltB EVERUflll~ltE~ 

I , r i f l l J '  NID 1IB IS 1SVII:N S ITT INU  011 SOME. A 

'1 iIK MiACKEOAlU). ) - 
M R 0  BLACKBOARD * 

(TESTILY) 

SPEI\K UP! ASK FOR WHAT YOU WANT. DOfl'T SAY "IF" ANU "AND" 0 

BOLLER EWR 3 BW\CKBOARD AND POUND YOUR FIST ON THE TABLE AND 
YOU'LL GET I T 0  JUST ME GOT LOTS OF PEOPLE 
ON THE PROJECT. GET NEED, I'M M R o  BLACKBOARD. 

CIARK 

A IYf-1ILIS i'tGO, YOU WEN3 THE LOUDSPEAKER. I DO1J'T L I K E  TUIE IIEA O F  
CALLING YOU * hill 0 BLACKBOARD NOW. 

MRo BLACKBOARD 

IF YOU DolJ' T LIKE I T ,  YOU CAN CALL ME BEE BEE FOR SIiORT e 

SMITH W E  

b ¶ R o  BLACKBOARD 13 INCLINED TO LOOK WiIN ON OUR MEETIIJOS A LIl'i'LB, 
BUT HIS'S NILLING TO STRAIOBTEN US OUT SONETIMES ON TIE F A C T S  0 

* Fict iona l  Clic?.rno&h 
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Mr. EXPERT 

LIJT US LOOK AT LIBRARY FIOURESo 

SENATORS 

FIGUI@S? 

( ' 1 ' 1 1 ~ ~  GRUAN) 

M R o  EXPERT 

IN TEN COTTON STATES THERE ARE 347 LfBRARIESt IN THIE \\tiOLE 
UNLTEI) STATES, 6236 *c., 

( I'AU 3 3  ) 

Coma on, MR. DW\CKBOARLb----I E A N  BEE BEE, W YOUll 8TUFFa 

LlR. BLACKBOARD 

TUElIE ARE YUUH FIUUPSS, MRI EXPERT. HEY SENATORSl HO1V DO YOU 
LIKE IT 'rHIS NAY? 

(I'1;OJLCTION ON BLACKBOAIW CIlAIJGES TO TIW:E  
AlID TtIO-THIRDS U i G E  BOOKS, LABELLED "UIJITBD 
STATES" AND ONE AND ONb'l'ENTIi BOOK LABELLED 
"C0l"L'ON STATES" ) 

THE AVERAGE PERSON IN TIE UtJITEU STATES BOR)(OhS 3.67 BOOK3 
PUH YEAR FROM H I S  LIBRARY. T IW AVERAGE PEFSON IN TI11: SOUTH 
BOR1~0WS ONLY 1.1 BOOKS PER YEAR. *a 

(BLACKBOARD BLACKS OUT.) 

M R o  EXPERT 

TIE FIGURES CLEARLY SHOVf----- 

M R o  BIACKBOARD 

(LI(~ill'Il4G UP. ) 

SAY! UON AM I DOIN' @ ELBERT7 

* Nor ld  Almanaa 

** Vforld Almmno, ciroulation f igure8 of the Amerioan Library 
Association for 1935 divided by the 1930 consus figurea. 

f 
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(SYIdPA'l'llJGTICALLY TO BRITT 0 )  

BRITT  

I tUAlW UHAT TllhT BLnCKB0Idl.D SAID AND VIE AIN'T A-GOIN' 
YOU BFIO3AD LIES ABOUT US FOLKS L)()VIN IN DIXIE .  IF YOU VIANT TO 
TELL THESE P O L I T I C I A N S  ABOUT US, TELL 'EM THE TRUTH, 

TO LET 

M R o  EXPERT 

EXACTLY e 

(TO SEIJATORS ) 

fi I WAS SAYING,  THE SOUTH IS BACWiARDo IN 'ZZiE UNITED STATES AS A WHOLE--- 

YOIH'J'Se C)HI5 NAN I S  BLACK, 

----ONLY bUUH PEOPLE OUT OF EVERY HUNDRED 

MR. BLACKBOARD 

~ a u ~ m E C ; Y A m D R E f l ,  HEW YOU A R E 0  

~ I I i O J i X ' I ' I O ~ ~  CHANGES TO MAP 
TllK TKtJ COTTON STATES DLdlCKI*;D OUT, I N  Tti lN,  LO 

** l'torld Umnnao, f igures f o r  1930 

. 
-1- I 
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TEN OUT OF 13'1I3ltY HUlIDIU3D AHL: ILLITERATE WONG 22B SUBJECTS O F  KINO COTTON. 

( BLACKBOARD OUT 0 )  

BHITT 

COTTON IS KING &LL RIOKI'r LIKE T U  OLD..TIfdER)fN EYGYPT Mi0 

HAVE A TObW B U I L T  )'ilUlE------ 
MADL MEN C W t Y  B I G  STONES FOR YEAR8 AN' YEARS SO TIUY COULD 

MR CHAUIMAN, 
EJECT THIS DISTUltIUNCEe 

I MOVE TIihT T HI3 SERGEANT-AT-ARblS BE DIRECTED TO 

. SMITH MASK 

ONE MOldENT, - IF TllE GENTLEMAN FNOM OREGON PLEASE. 

(Ol'lIER SENATOIIS LEAN FoRFlAHD I N  ATTITUDE OF 
D E M T E e  A ld OHOTOIIOUY ORi\TUllICAL SOUI1J.l hl!I:;XS ) 

M R r  EXPERT 

SILNNCE I 

I IQIOi'I THE SOWH I S  BAD OFF. A HUNDRED PAGE THESIS ON 

OF' 'i'H1s G l W T E S T  ClIOP OF THIS SOUTfl; 
FACTOR. 

T W W B L C T J  BUT YOU, AS A FAIUdER, SHOULD NOT SI'NAK SO IMRSfiLY 
COTTON. COTTON I S  YOUH BEN& 

\YITIlOUT COI'TON, THE SOUTH MQULD STARVE. 

BRITT 

I HITCH-HIKED ALL TIU \lAY UP HERE TO TELL YOU STUFF-SHIRTS 
NJI) BLOA'fED FACES, T I U T  T I M ' S  EXnCTLY \ I i T  ViE ARE A-DOIN' e 
STAR'm' t 

(TO w. EXPERT.) 
At?' IF YOU DID11'T KEW YOUR NOSE P O n D  IN BOOKS ALL THE TIME, YOU'D 
KNOIV WE' RE STARVIN'  I 

ba\o EXPERT 

VrHO A l a  YOU? 

-1 1- 



B RITT  

I'M HUBERT B R I T T O  I'hl ONE Ok' TGN MILLION THAT CltOP COTTON. 

I MAm F'OH IIOltKIN' ALL Y W  kXObl SUN-UP TO FIRST DARK. JUST TELL 'EX, 
SINCE YOU KHON SO MUCll, YOU UP AND TELL THE SENATOHS HON MUCH 

EXPERT 

LAST Y M  I GOT NIGiIT C:ENTS A POUND. I MADE N I N E  BALES. 

MRo EXPERT 

AH! HOI'I MANY POUIIDS IN A BALE? 

BRITT 

( DlS(;USTISD) 

FIVE HUIlDREDo *+ 

MI10 EXPERT 

LET 'S  SEE# F I V E  HUNDRED TIMES EIGHT CENTS, THAT'S FORTY DOLtARsb 
NINE BALES------ MY BEE BEE1 

MH BLACKBOARD 

M R o  BRITT 

DIDN'T GET THAT MUCH. DIDN'T GET BUT EALF OF TIUT. I SHARECROP. 

MRo EXPERT 

YOU MEAN YOU SUN3 YOUR CROP0 

M R r  DRITT 

YEH. GOT TO GIVE MY LJWDLORD IMLF OF EVERYTHIN' I GROII, 

blH0 EXPERT 

\MAT W R ?  

** 
+*+ 
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B I U T T  

iW11 LEf'l'IN' LlE USE IlfS LANU AND FDltIJISHIN' ME. 

Id110 M'ERT 

FIJ RN I SH 1.H E - - - ? 

BRITT  

SAY YOU A M  DVldBo ALL  YOU KNOIY I S  \IlUT YOU READ IN BOOKS0 
FUKNISHIHr~!4E!dS TIIAT IiJC G I V E S  ME SEED, A MULE hND GIVES 
ME CREDIT YfIiIE14 I HAVE TO BUY M)OD. * 

MRo EXPERT 

TIINN I UHDERSTMD THAT YOU UlAD FREE SEED, A MULE AND SUPPLIES, A HOUSE 
AND ONE IIUNDWD NID EIGHTY DOLLAM CL&h  MI' 
IX)ESN'l' SOUND SO I N D O  

JWU Uk' T U  YEAH. 

DRITT  

I HAD TO BUY MY STUFF AT TJH LANUWHD'S STOREI 

EIGIITY DOLLARS0 \IlWlJ I PAID 

Wi GAVE bE CREDIT. . ' 

I IY\D TO SETTLE UP OUT OF rdy HALF: OUT OF MY ONE HUIIDRED AHD 
ALL I HAD LEFT WM SIXTY-FIVE DOLLaRse 

- Mr. EXPERT 

SU11ELY YOUR CASE ISN'T TYP IC AL .  C@T'i'Otf B R I N W  MORE THAN EIGHT 
CEIJTS A POUND SOME YEARS. I KNOd THAT. 

MI 0 BLACKBOARD 

('l'lIl4 FfWIa $210000 IS PiWECTEO ON BOARD) - 
AT 9.4 CLNTS PER POUND, COTTON BROUGIlT THE AVERAGE SI€ARECROPPER 
$210, 
KORK BVi' OF THIS EIJTIRE S I W C R O P P E R ' 8  FAMILY. ** FUR A tIIIOLE YEAR'S ~ O R K O  THIS WAS NOT PAY FUR ONE MAN'S 

M H O  EXPERT 

DO THE WIVES NJD CIIILDREN IMVE TO WORK TOO? 

BR ITT  

YOU BET YOUR LIFBo hIE AN' LALLY AISD ALL FIW OF OUR KIDS GOT TO 
CHOP COT'I'ON OH OLD MAN P0ViER.S VfOULL) PUT US OFF HIS PLACE, 

SMITH fMSK 

SO T1MT YOUR Y W L Y  PER CAPITA \UGH AFTER YOU SETTLED \ l fT l I  YOUR 
LAtlDLOltD ANI) 'I'M COb11.113ShRY VIAS $66 DIVIDED BY SEVEN OR ABOUT $9 
MC1i k'o1t TlfE WOLB YEAR? 

BRITT 

YEIIl YEH, NOT I W O U W  TO PAY THE 1X)CTOR FOR T U I A  OUR YOUNGEST 4 - --- * 
**. C u r t i s  A. Beth80 Elk Lou18 Post  hspntoh ,  March l l t h ,  1934. 
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I HARDLY TH I I ~K  rr IS AS BAD AS YOU SAY. YOU SAID, NID I BELIJWE 
I WAD SOidl3t2IQ~llE THAT THE LANDLORD U3U.ALLY GIVES Y o n  PEOPLE YOUR 
HOMNS, DOESN'T HE? 

BRITT 

IF YOU CNJ CALL TIWA IlOlbESo TIIOUBLE TfITH YOU IS YOU GOT &L YOU 
KNOiJ OUT 0' BOOKS. VJHY DON'T YOU C O W  ALONG IVITIf 1lE AN' LET NE 
SIiOII YOU liJfAT 'l'l1EY CALL A SILUUCROPPERS' IIOUSE DOI'IN I'M3R.E I COME 
FROM, BEFOIIE YOU TALK SO MUCIi \mfy DON'T YOU F I N D  OUT FYIU\T 111 HELL 
YOU'HE TALKIN' ABOUT! 

MRo EXPERT 

I' D LIKK TO GO, BUT TIE SBiWTB COI&4ITTUB k3XPk:CTS ME TO---- 

WE'VE BEEI? SIT'CItJG UP HERIS T A L K I W  ADOUT Lx)I!lct 80MGTUfNO FDII Tm 
COTrON FR1UER FUN THIRTY YEARS 1JONr * Y G  UON'T HAVE FINISIIED 
I ' M  SUHE, BII:NRE OUR FIIT1IBSS RETUHlJSo 

THOlUS MASK 
014E MOMUJTr AM3 YOU ABLE TO A W E  A LIVING? ** 

BRITT  

I AIN'T DONE IT. f*  

THOMAS MASK 

VIELL, YOU Do LIVE, ** 
BRITT 

BY WIN' 111 DEBT. ** 
TIiOldAS h L . K  

ii1oULD YOU BE ,mLI2 TO MAKE A LIVING IF YOU COULD 1 W I T  MORE LMJD? ** 
BRITT  

I A I N ' T  ABLE. ** 

* 11 man Tli0mn8~ The P l i gh t  of tho Sharooropper, p. 47 
0 

** From t h e  tostimony o f  Mr. Burke, E! tenant fanner, Hoarin= 
op. oit., Part  7 pp. 951-3 
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THOMAS UASK 

HAVE YOU EVER TUOICIHT ABOUT MOVING TU SOME OTlLER TERRITORY 
flHElG YOU MIGHT BE ABLE? ltlt * 

BRITT 

IT TAKES MONJiX TO MOVE. * 
T H O M  NASK 

YOU D O I W  SEE MUCH F'UTUHE AS A FNUdSR, THEN? * 
BRITT 

I DON'T SEE NONE0 * NJD YOU \VON'T NEITHER WUElI THIS FELUR 
COMES BACK AND TEL&Y'ALL WHAT HE'S SEEN. COME ON, MISTER. 

SMITH MASK 

WULL1 Nod blAYBE, \YE NU3 GETTING SOMf3i:SiEREr 

BLACKOUT 0 
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SCENE TYIO (AL 

TITLES LIFE AMONO THE TENANT FARMERS. - 
(A) AN ERODED FIELD 

(LIGWS COME VP OH 11. Tflll: PI403ECTXON 
srro-iis A DAJILY ERODED HILLSIDE, A FEW 
DOLE3 OF COTTO11 CLXNGIllG TO BLEAK STALKSo 

UI'STAGE dNl'RJU?CEa 
A CLUMP OF PERSIUlmlQN SPROUTS MASKS THN 

- 
AS TIIK LIGHTS COME UF, HUBERT BR ITT  AND 
I1Re EXPERT EIITEH FROM BEHIND THE YERSIMllONSe) 

BRITT 

MR. EXFERT 

BUT THE TRAIN W A S  NICE AND AIR-COOLED EXCEPT THAT SECTION 
WHERE THEY MIv,Is TIiE NEGROES SIT * AFTER THE TRAIN LEFT 
VfASIiINGTON 0 

M R o  EXPERT 

BU'r 1UIS IS AMERICA, IF NEGROES PAY TIiE S A W  FARE WHY DON'T 
THEY IMVE T€IE SAbN PHIVIIGGES? 

BllIT T 

YOU LNT TIIE SOUTH HANDLE: "HE NEGRO P R O B W a * *  I GUESS YOU DON'T 
KNOil THAT THJ3RE ARE blILLIONS OF NEGROES TO EVERY 
MILLIONS OF W I T E S  DOWN LEREe  *** IF'NE LET THEM GET THE UPPER 
ILWD TH8Y'LL RUN US OUT OF T H E  COUIFTRYo 

(I'AlISE) 

TAKN blY ADVICE, YOUIJO F E L U R  AND D011'T GO DUTTIN'  I N  TIE 1ACB 
PHOBLI*;M IXtiJN HERE. TIIAT'S SOMETIIING THItT OrlLY THE SOUTH UNDER& 
STNJM AND OHLY llfE SOUTH CAN HANDLE, 

We EXPERT * 

UF NOltT11 WE SEE TIiESE T H I  J LITTLE DIFFEREIJTLY e BfiM 
WfAT Do YOU Tl l INK 'OF TIE CLIMATE DOWN HERE? 

* A r t i o l e s  and picturoe  in LIFE magathe. fasuo . 

+* From l a t t e r  in LIFE magatifls. Iesue 

- 
P b  

P o  
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M H o  EXPERT 

VURY NILD kDR THIS TIME OF YEAR, 

BRITT 

'YIE GLNERhtLY HAVE OPEN \ V f N T E R S o  
IN THIS PART OF T I S  COUNTRYe * NO SNOif AT ALL THIS  NINTER 

M R o  EXFERT 

THIS COULD BE MADE INTO A FINE DAIRYING REGION0 ** 
BRITT 

liUH? i W l T ?  OH COWS1 YEH,  M3LLI BUT ViE ALIYAYS GROIT 
COTTON HERE IN TIIE SOUTR. 
GUESS NO OllE VIOULD THINK OF DOIN' 
WELL, NERE'S TliE LAND UE' 3HARECROP ON4 
\VASIija;!J TIiIY k'XELD r&L TO HELL. 

EXCEPT WfU3RE WE GROV TOBACCO, 
ANY OTHER 1VAYo 

RAIN LAST NIGHT 

YC1UT YOU FIXIN' TO DO, SON? 

COME OVER TO SEE I F  I COULD STOP SOMG 01' THIb VIASHIN'. 
Ik' ;'@E WN'T, iiE CAIH'T PL.UIT THIS FIELD NEXT YE/&. TLIERE'LL 
DE OULLILS IN IT BIG h24OUGII TO PUT A HOUSE N o  

BRITT 

THIS IS JOHN, MY ELDEST. DON'T KNOi'I W A T  I' D DO WITHOUT HIM. 

N R o  EXPERT 

GLAD TO MEET YOU, JOHN0 

JOIUt'S MIGIiTY CUT U P  ABOUT TILE \WY TIN LAND'S TfASHIN' 
THIS 

A\IAY. 
ViUU HAS JUST ABOUT MOVED OF1 T I B  PLACE0 

JOHN 
\I  

I RECKON ALL THE GOOD SOIL HAS FLOATED INTO THE GULF OF W I C O  . .  BY NOW. 

M R o  EXPERT 

IT DOES W O K  BAD. ARE TIiERE MANY FARMS I N  mI8 COMDITION? 

-- _II_ I- --e- ---- * No snow rn o en t rd  Worth h r o l i n a  winter, 1987-8 
IC* Stntement by tau1 Green 



I \rOULI)fJ"l' KNOlI 11W MANY MOW0 
A E I X  MINE IS I N 0  

BUT YOU CAN SEE WIUT A HJSLL OF 

M R o  EXPERT 

MHa DL,\CKBOARD 

EVERYBODY OUGIIT TO KNOV TiiEM. HISMLY ELKVEN MILLION ACRES * 
' O F  FNU LAND IN 'flE SOOTILEAST HAVE BEEN DESTROYED BY E;ROSIONo 

(MR EXPERT imcms 'rHB FIGURES IN 111s NWTEBOOK, 

M I 0  EXPERT 

THANK YOU, BEE DEEO Doll' T KNWI W1II\T I' D DO WITIiOUT YOU. 

M l t o  BLACKBOARD 

NEITIILR DO 1, ELBERT Q o  EXPERT. 

JOHN 

I HEART ELL 'l'1i.N G O V E I W N T ' S  THYIN' TO Lx) SOMETHING, 
\r 

(DwICK.DOIzR1) I'1~0$1:CTIOI1 CI!AN(JES TO FIGUliES 6, 247, 9M.) 

M R o  BLACKBOARD 

6 AND A MILLION FEET OF' EROSION DITCHES HAW IctlUUDY BEEN DUO 
IN THE: SOUTIiEMTEItN STATES@ ** 

BRITT 

YE11 , BUT----- 

MlI 0 BLACKBOARD 

Nov; OF COURSE I'LL NMIT 

(I 'I\UJl~CTION CllhElGES TO 26, 096, 7009 

THAT biOHE TIMI 26 IdILLION FEET HAVE BEEN DUO IN THE: SINGLE STATE 
OF CULORADO ALONE. *** 

M R o  JW'ERT 

BUi' THAT'S FUUI T IMIS  4s MUCH ds ALL T U  SOUTHEAST PUT TOGETUERI 

MRo BLACKBOARD 
BHIGIlT BOY! 

* 
*+ 
*++ Local Citat ion.  

Lotidlord and Tennnt p. 44 
hcricultural : ; t a t i s t i o n  f o r  1937, table 637 p. 44s 



BRITT 

JUST HO\I M H Y  OF TUISM E U V E N  ML1,ION WASHED OUT ACmS HAVE 
BEL14 FIX8L) UP? 

A l R e  EXPERT 

HOkY MANY R E C L A W I J ,  BEE BEE? 

(f'liOJl!XTfON ClUWGES 'IO 737, 923. * )  

M R e  BLACKBOARD 

SOIvETliI14G UNDER THREE QUARTERS O F  A MILLION, I 'M  SORRY TO GAY, ELBERT. 

732 923 IN SOUTILEASTo z&-m) 
OR A QUARTER MILLION FEWER A,,CRES RECLAIMED IN TIiEiiYllOLE SOUTHEAST 
THAN ) I N R E  RECLAIMED 111 ARIZONA  JJJD N E W  =IC0 AUlllEo ** 

CAN'T SAY AS THE GOVERNbUZWT fiAs DONE MUCH FOR THN SOUTH. 

' .  
BRITT 

YfELL, IT 'S  GETTIN '  014 TO DINNER TIME, COME AILING, BiRe EXPERT 
AND I'LL SJiOW YOU UObV POOR FOLKS U T 4  

WliAT'S TI1J.G MATTER, HONEY? DON'T YOU I+OW ME NO MORE? 

mLm 

- -- -- ----- * Local Citnt ion  
++ Looal citation 
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JOHN 

GUESS I @J A LITTLE DIRTY. 
COMB SATURDAY THE RAIN BARREL MIGHT HOLD ElIOUOH SO I CAN GET ME; A BmTUe 

AIN'T 110 BATH TUBS UP TO OUR I'LACK BUT 

JOHN W YOU LOVE B? 

JOHN 

CA IN 'T  THINK OF NOTIIIN ' ELSE BUT YOU ALL THE TIME8 HOIIEYr 

HELEN 

T W N  IrW DON'T YOU W iTITH MY BROTHER BERT AND LEX' HIM HELP 
YOU GET A JOlj I N  THE MILL IN TOWN? 

JOliN 

U N ' T  SET ON tlOlIKIN' I N  NO M I L L  LIKIN' TO FAlM T U  WAY I D o 0  

HELEN 

BUT Ho11EY8 DON'T YOU SEE I F  WE GET MARlIfED, I 'LL  U V E  TO LIVE 
i v I T H  YOUR FOLKS M D  YOUR PAW DON'T FANCY hE NONE, 
AIN 'T  BUT TU0 IWOMS DoIfN TO YOUR PLACE AND THEm ARE EIGHT OF 

BESIDES THERE 

YOU 'UNS ALlUADY LIVIN' THEHE. 

JOHN 

MAYBE I CAN GET hN A PLACE OF MY 0;7w TO SHNBCROP. 

AIN 'T  NOUODY GOMNA TAKE YOU NITHOUT A FORCE----A BROOD OF CHILDREN 
TO HELP MAKE A CROP0 DON'T YOU SEE, JOHN VIE'LL END UP LIKE YOUR 
F'OLKS fwD MINE, NE u u w r  TO BE ABLE TO DO BIGTTEH THAN THAT. m 
COT A LIT'I'LE 6CIiOOLlN' MAYBN YOU WON'T MKF, MORE AT TIlE MILL, BUT 
LEAS3i;VAYS \fE'LI, BE I N  TOIVN WfEIlE SOI,!ETHIN' I S  WIN' ON ALL THE: TIME. 
NE CAN LIVE I N  A ROOM UITH A BATHROOM IN 'f'u HALL MAYBE0 YOU DON'T 
ViANT TO Do LIKE YOUR P A N O  

JOHN 

I A I N ' T  IUMIIl' TO DO LIKE PAW, I'M GOIN' TO MAKE B THINGS BETTER 
FOR JiIM----k'OR ALL OF US. I ' M  WIN' TO ASK M R o  PCR'IEM FOR A CONTRACT 
THIS EVENIN' SO YtE KNOiY PmRE HE STIWD. 

HELEN 

HE \JUiJ'T GIVE YOU NONE. 

JOHN 

I TI I INK HE VIILL. 
VIE'RE BOUND TO MAKE A GOOD CHOP THEN WE CAN BUY OUR OVJN PLACE, 

THEM \iE'LL GET bll(KL{IEDa ONE OF THESE YEARS, 

i 



. .y-*.. . . -c .- .  " .* ..., . .. -. * 

HELEN 

WJIO DO YOU KNWI THAT'S EVER MADE ENOUGH SHARECROPPIII' TO BUY kNY W I D ?  

JOHN 

I CA IN 'T  THINK OF NONE RIOliT OFF BUT I KNOW TmltE'S BEEN SOME0 

HELEN 

I HEARD OF ONE AND IT VAS SO ASTONISHIN' THAT TH8Y PUT HIS PICTURE 
IN ALL THE PAPERS#* 

JO1IN 

HIELEN, VfE WERE WN?T FOR EACH OTlBRo 

HELEN 

(I) IT '166RLY ) 

I VIAS MEANT TO HAW A LESS OF CHILDREN SO THAT TU< SOIJS OF OUR 

PAPER THAT THE SOUTH YlILL POPULATJ; THE NATION. +* 

- JOHN 

LANDLORDS CAN UVE CHEW LABOR LATCR ON, SOMEBODY PUT I T  IN THE 

DON'T TALK SO BITTER,  HONEY. 

H E N N  

I LOVE YOU JOliNo 

("11 d l l  k'IHALITY) 

BUT IF YOU CUUNl' ON FOL1X)rfIN' OLD MAN FOVfERS' MULE dLL YOUR LIFE 
OH ,?NY LAlIDWRD'S MULE, YOU'LL HAVE TO GET SOMEXINE ELBE TO COOK , 

YOU11 CORNBREAD AND B M S o  I AIN 'T  AIMIN' TO Do I T ,  

JOHN 
I 

YOU AIN'T FTXIN' TO TAKE UP )]I'M BALL OIDSON7 

HELEN 

HE r d m s  sxxrwm Dui,ums A WEEK mm TO TU MILL, SO~UTIIIES. 

JOUN 

BUT HE'S NO 'COrjllT, HELEN6 

H E U N  

YfATCH!? OUT \'I110 YOU C-ALLIN' 
BUT SEVENTY-FI'li3 CENTS A DAY !7H11N YOU HIRE YOURSELF O U T 0  AND YOU 

NO 'COUNT, JOIN DRITT.  YOU D01I'T MAKE 

-- ------_I__--- 

* 
** Artiole  baaod on intorvievt with Ur, W, Be Alexander, Farm 

*** Intoi-viovr with R, C ,  &mer who atatoa 

hrtiole in North Carolina Newspaper 

Seouri  ty Administrator, Raloigh N e w  and Obsemor 1-13-38. 
76 oente per day 5s avorage. 
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WN'T GET TO Do TUAT OFTEN0 LEASl'tlAYS, BILL AU'fAYS 1M.S SOME 
hlONEY OW SATULtI),\Y NIGllTS 0 

JOIW 

YOU'lU PLUM3 OUT OF YOUlt W D ,  WLENe 

MAYBE SO, BUT I'LL GET TO SEE SOlrF:'~iIN' A I W A Y .  I'LL GET 
SOl~IM"i11~' TU Y I U R  A11U TO EAT0 I AIN'T AININ'  TO KILL MYSiLLF 
IUXSIN' BABIES JJJD BOLL WEEVILS. 

(:;HE ZXITS AJ~GHILY) 

JOEiN 

HELEN, COME BACK! 

(IILAICKUUT 011 SET. L1r;iIT COMES 
Ut' 011 UL-GKDOAItDo) ' 

MIlr  BLACKBOARD 

HELL, HILKS, I D I D N t T  VfANT TO BUTT IN ON TIEfil V I T H  MY FI(;UWS, 
BUT TIIE GIRL'S RIGHT t4 LITTLE TOO MUCH OF AN OPPORTUNIST FQR. 
MY TASTES--h-BUT DEAD RIGHT, 

(1'1WJE:CTIOll COLlE3 Or1 BLACKBOARD. TO LEFT, 
llIt115 11~13~~1ChL FXOURES OF MEtI It1 OWLULLS t 
n'r WUT, 0 1 ~  IN A surr.) 

OtlLY ONE SUrZlIECROPFER OUT OF T EN EVER DBCOfdES A LNIIIONNER, 
HOIIEVER s w u m  * 

(UOJ\RD ULACKS OUT.) 

DON'T GU 'WAY, FULK3. WE GOING TO SEE G W S e  VN\T A MI 

BLACKOUT 0 

* From a s h l y  of Alnbamn cropper8. Iiarold Hoffamnar, Tho A M  
and the Cropper. Socia l  Foroos Xlll p e  494. 
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SCENE T W g B )  --.. 

T I T L E $  LIF'E AAlONO THE TENANT Ft!dEi\3. .---- 

(B) "WE GET ALONa"0 * 
(BLACKBOARD .- Lmir s UP. ) 

!dR 0 BLACKBOARD 
FOLKS I ' M  WINO TO G I V E  YOU TIiE FIGURES ON THIS SCENE BENRE 
\1B GET INTO IT. 

GllJUW:,BRI'l'T IS AI? INDCPENDENT OLD BASTARD AND 1DS'D K I C K  ME rNJD 
M Y  k'IGUHISS OUT IF NE CAME 8NOOPINO AROUND HIS PLACE0 NONI 

TI313 AVElLZGE VALUE OF WE TENANT FARM DJELLINGS -IN SEVEN COTTON 
STATES I N  1930r FOR \NIfTES, $380. M)11 NEGROES, $2460 THE AVERAGE. 
VALUE OF flOL1ES IN HEd ENGLNJD IN 1930r #2,2l8o---NlLW.LY SEVISN TIldES 
AS G l W T  AS THAT 011' T IN-iHITE COTTON TENANTS 0 ** 

(AS BOARD DLACKS ow.)  



t-tl 
Y 

8 
GMhlPS 

HUT TIihT DARN 111s LANIILORD MIDLX)I ID G I V E S  11114 TO LIVE IN W A S  

I ' M  NOT TOO FAtICY A MAN BUT I SURl3 LIKE TO LIVE NICE. 
TOO C R O V ~ D  FOR ME ANI THE ROOF LKMS LIKE A SIEVE vfww IT mms. 

BRITT  

A X W  SILE IlJI(TY7 SPENT ALL LAST WINTER "CATCHIN1 PLMJKS DRIFTIN'  
DOlrlJ T Ill3 I W E H  TO BUILD TU13 H O U S E  NU) THU1S TllE 1 W O D  COME ALONG 
AH11 WASllED THE SIDE OF IT OFF. 
THX WAY I'l' IS NOW. * " DOGGONE IF I DON'T LIKE IT BETTER 

MI10 EXPERT 

IT' S CkXTAINLY AIRY  ENOUGH 

( C ~ U G H S  ) 

AND DUSTY.  COULD I HAVE A DRINK OF IJATER? 

G W 5  

BUCKET'S  I W T Y e  I 'LL HAVE TO GO FOR SOME. 

BRITT 

( LAlJGIiS HARSl€LY e ) 

OW'U3ES THJ3 'QIEELL AT THE NIGGBR CABIN HALF A MILE UP YONDER. 

MRo EXPERT 

GUESS I'M IJOT THIRSTY AFTER ALL, ANYIlOK, I CAN N A I T d  

-- I * Quotation tnken from undor photogrpah in "YOU He.ve Seen Their Faoes", 
by Erskino C a l d w e l l .  p~ 

I 
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DACK REFORE 1927 SOIdE'ERE \YE HAD A GOOD YEAR. MADE =E B U S  
OF MY OVl!l ANI) GOT $300. I U D  A HUNDRED fEFT WiGN I SET'I'LED U P 0  

ME AN11 TIIIS OLD \!OMERN-----SW'S DEAD 11OW FIGOERED I T  WOULDN'T Tm 
T I U T  SECOIJD HAND CAR,  S U I B  USED TO Dl3 A FINE THING TO R IDE  AROUND 
I T 0  IT \;AS A LOFIG T l l U  BACK. BU'! IT UAPPENEDe * 
THAT MUCH TO GI i2  U:3 TIIJIOUGH THK MIIITER SO I UI'PED AND BOUGIIT ME 

BRITT 

COME SPRING, 

LIGHT. WIEN G R M t M O V E D  IfERE, HE BOfUlOOYED MULES TO TOTE I T  
ALONG AI?D THEIIE 1T SET I N  THE YARD ANI) FINALLY ROTTED AWAY. ** 

HE HAD NO MONEY FOR GAS0 THE OLD CAR JUST SET 
THERE. ONE DAY TIiE FRONT FENDER FELL OFF. NEXT W A S  B head 

IJOiV SOIJ, IT DAIUJ' T NO TEETOTAL LOSS 0 YOU D I D  CUT SOJdE SHOE SOLES 
OU'l OF '1111s TIHES, YEhRs BACK. AND TlWT OLE O M  TANK MllKES TIE FIRST 
1310 ENOUGH SPITTOON I EVER DID  HAVE. 

(Sl'fT3 ) - 

BRITT 

YOU SEE W A T  COTTO14 D O E 3 0  HOIP I T  CAN BREPK A bUN SO TIIAT---- 

GHMlYs 

HE PES'I'EIIIN' I O U  \t IT l i  THAT. SOCIAL IST IC  TALK, MISTER? DON"1' l'L',Y 
HIM NO MIND. Ul3  LIVER'S OUT OFk KILTER OR SOMErHIN' 0 WE GET 
ALONG FINE. I biOHKo/\ SURE! EVERYBODY'S GOT TO WORK. GOT A f'LI:CE 
TO SLEEP MJD SOMETHIN' TO EAT----MOST OF T B  TIME. AS LUlIG AS I 
CAN W T  A CAN OF SNUFF ONCE IN AWHILE TO KINP  MY OLD TEETH FllOM 
ACHIN 1 - - -- *rC 

BRITT 

I T ' S  GETTIN' PAST NOON. THE OLD \'IO!dEl'CN'LL BE I IAITIN '  ON US 
TO DISH UP. 

MIGBTY YKOUD TO HAVE YOU EAT NII'H ME, MR. EXPERT0 GOT CORN BltTEAD. 
SOI~RY I A IN 'T  W T  NO FAT BACK TO GO LONO NITH IT. ***I 

MR. EXPERT 

Hod CNI YOU BE S A T I S F I E D  LIV ING UNDER THESE CONDITIONS. HOW CAN YOU----- 
P- 
Y * L o o n 1  Incident. 

** A common sight in tho f i b l da .  

***(I+ 

*+* 
c P- 

09 Y 

A s t a p l e  R r t i a l o  of food among the  poor tihitoe und negroee. Fat Back 
i e  g reat  slabs o f  solted hog fat .  
cents a pound in 1 0 0 ~ 1  A and P atores6 

S e l l 8  a8 low as f ive  uF r 
P. 

PJ 
?. I 
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BUT YOU SEEM VZTJ INTELLI(3l3NT SORT OF PERSON ANL)--- 

AIII 'T  IUD BWT MOIIE'N T1WJE YEARS OF SCHOOLIN' IN ALL MY LIF'Ea 

MRa EXPERT 

( WUCKND) 

WtYj Alll$Nf T THEIIE L A W  TIIAT PROVIDE FOR EDUCAfI'ION? I UNDERSTAND THAT 
WVEltNOH HOBY IS YIORltSED ABOUT THE ADULT ILLITERACY 0 

G W 5  

I VfOUL1)tJ'T KNO\I ABOUT THAT. BUT I \VAS READIN' I N  A PAPER I WUND 

DUMB AS THL, FOLKS IN OTHNR STATES. AN' WE WT TILL 
TO DO 11' I N 0  

TINT HOE1 YiOllfT BE S A T I S F I E D  T I L L  THN FOLKS IN TI i IS  STATE ARE As 

llbtsrlr of ConfJrafta 
Fwh'' 'h@@tn hoJeCt Atchlver 

MRo EXPERT 

YOU MISHI5AD T101: INTERVIEWo  I HAVE TlLAT C L I P P I N O .  
*@OW ua90n Untvecrlb 

Fatflu, Vlrglnla (TAKES LAII(3113 SIIEAF OF CL IF I ' IW S  FllOM 
I 'OCKIf l .  READS F1:OM ONE OF THIQI.) 

"AT A MEXTING OF' TflE COUllCIL HERE, GOVERNOR HOEY SET AS A 
GOAL THE PNACTICAL BANISl1Ml3NT O F  ILLITERACY BY 1940, OR AT WAST 
BEINGIlJC NORTH CAROLINA IN LINE VITU THB NATIONAL AVERAGE." * 

BRITT 

"XN L U E  U I T H  T I N  NATIONAL /\WMGE,'' IF TIMT DON'T MEAN AS DUMB 
AS THE H EST----- hB BETTER GET GOIN' 1010 EXPERT. 

GRANlPf 

(CIMITILY) 

IF LALI,YfS 'SI'ECTIN' COMPANY ALONG FOll DINNER, MAYBE SHE'LL HAW 
SOMU GRITS** ALOHG I'IITH UIER CORNBREAD.** 

BRITT 

YiOULUN'T WWHISE ME NONE. LALLY'S RIGUT I'EHT AT MANAGIN' 

* Quotation from artiolo i n  Greensboro#, N.C. Dai ly  Newa. h w o h  17, 1938. 

** Comnion art ic lo  of food amone t h o  poor fo lks  3n the south. &run 
Cormoril m d  grit8 s e l l  under f i v e  oenta a pound in 
l o o a l  A and P atore80 



5 
s cn 

GUESS .f'Lii GO ALX)NG \,ITli YOU, AIN'T VISTED YOU ALL FDR 
QUIl'B A SPELL. 

BRITT 

YOU GO ON I J M D .  I WANT TO  TAKE M R 0  EXPERT BY THAT 
FIELD TItAT I'D LIKELO PLANT TO TODACCO I F  I COULD GET 
ME. POIWB TO FUIWISH ME. 

LOOKS LIk33 A SPEiLL OF RAIN. GUESS I'LL VfEAR MY CO 
OVER. MAYBE ONE OF T H E  H&EX GALS GOT TIME TO PUT 
IN IT. 

(Olllf SLEEVE IWIUS BY A THl lMUo )  

BRITT  

TELL LALLY WE'LL BE RIGHT U N C r  

(THE TIIREB EXEUNT AS DLaCKOUT 0 )  

Mlt. BLACKBOARD 

THAT ilAS GR;A!P: FOLKS. HE GRTS ALOIJG ALL RIGHT, ALL RIGHT. 
Noli LRr rlnt: GIVE YOU THE FIGURES COWRIIOR HOEY GAVE m STATE 
ADULT EDUCATIONAL PAI)VISOHY BOARD AT THE CONFJ5IUI:NCE I N  NARC€!. 
"In 1Y30," THE GOVERNOR S-IID, '43 OUT OF EVERY 1000 PERSONS 
lrlUItC T U N  TIiN YEAIG OLD I N  THE COUI.?Tc(Y COULD NOT WAD OR WRITES 
&me 3.00 OUT OF Lr;VE;HY 1000 IIORTH CAROLINLANS COULD NOT IiJUD AND 
\IHITEa" * YllETTY TERIlIBLE0 BUT I GUESS THEY'LL 00 SOb!ETIIINQ 
ABOUT IT. TIILT LAUNCHED A TNO YEAR PROGRAM AT THAT MEETINQ TO 
BANISH ILLITERACY. 
SO IX>NG, FOLKS, 

VCELL, I IiOPE THEY CAN BANISH I T  BY 194Oo* 
siaB YwU AT HUBERT B U T T ' S  HOUSEO 

(BLACKOUT. ) 

* Greoneboro - n i l y  N e w ,  uarclr 17, 1938. 
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SCENE T'(V0 (C) 

( C )  "IlERE IS OUR COUNTRY, WIU3 OUR IIOlIE0" e 

I'i' I3 11AININ3 OUTDOORS AND 'ftDI: R O O F  I S  LEAKUIG. SIX 

0 1 1  I'llE FLOOR I N  STIMO3TIC FOSI'CIOIJS TU CA'JXU TI113 LEAKS, 
DAVE IS I'LAYItiO X FEII ClIOIlDS FROM TIlG SONO, "The Trouble 

CON ~AINERZ,  POTS, wmm, BASINS, EN, ]JAW D m r I  PLACED 

Seon" AS TILE LIGlU'S COME UP.) 

STEVE 

SIIORE IS POURIN' IN HEW. BETTER M O W  THIS PAN OVER HERE, I GUESS0 
_y --  - 

* Quobution from Virgil. Aeneid Bk Vllo122.1e197. (Coninplton tram.) 

** Setting innpired by photograph captionod ''Shareoropper' 8 Kitohen" 
in mrigazina KEN. Apr i l  1938 1 8 8 ~ 8 .  page 67 



RUTH 

STEVE 

IT'LL JUS' HAVE TO LEAK IN, I GUESS0 CNI'T REACH THAT PAN NOHOVe 

(I\UTH GIVES IIUI A I'h'l'fENT LOOK AS 1iE GOBS 
U W I ' O  liI3 UMZIHE ) 

DAVE 

AIN'T I'l! TIHE F'OH O l C ~ ~ ~ '  TO Slim UP? MUST BE MIGHTY DAMP IN 
TM' l '  SIiACK CiF I i fSo 

( G ' i ' A l ~ T 9  TO PLAY "Lon~sorne Road". S\;AYS OVER 
'10 U.tVX 1;'ULL 3U:i'rJCE TO A MI1WI CIIOHD.) 

LALLY 

HOL' S T f d ,  BOY. OR YOU'LL LOSE AN EYE. 

(DAVE SWAYS TIIII: O'rHJ3R WAY TO GET TIE 
N I X T  PlUUS15 ) 

N W  YOU YUI'l' TllAT YL:AYIN' DAVE, 

DAVE 

( STOPS ) 

AW WUV, a DIDN'T tiANT IT CUT NOiiO\Io AIN'T YOU 'BOUT FINISIiEDt 

LALLY 

PUHTY NIGH. A SNIP OR 'IRIO MORE---- 

DAVE 

T I ~ O  MOIU SNIPS, I'LL BE BALD-IIEADED. I ' M  GETTIM'TO BE A MANO 
THAT BOV'IL'S TOO SM:lLL MOVl. SETS TOO HICli UP ON MY I i d I D d  . IT 
DON'T SAVE h¶.E ENOUGH KAIH TO GET THROUGH THE TIINTER. 

. e  
STEVE 

HEY LISSGN TO TIWr 

You yel low-bo l l led  rat1 
l i k e  youo 
you rnt. Take that, you rnC1 Bene Bane Bong. Ye8, it 
was tls code of the undemorld. VIould K i l l e r  Yonponi eaanpe 
tho unwritten law of the undorvrorld o r  would he meet the 
em9 f a t e  as Knifer Goreeky? 

vre got (I; way o f  hRndline r a ta  
Y o d l 1  never aquettl on Dutch Mnlone agnin, 

Continued in our noxt issue. 

-32.. 
I 



(iWU4IlIls PAPER PASTED ON WALL.) 

HEHE IT IS a I KWWED MRo PUIYERS GAVE ME TIMT ONE. WHAT YOU HhVE 
TO GO AND USE IT FOR WALLPAPER FOR? 

(11E 'l'itIE3 TO I U D  'l'lIl: SHlCIST O!I Iw1: \'IALL,) 

LALILY 

YOU HAIIN'T OUGIi'l' YO BE HEADIN' SUCH TRUCK, STEVE0 

STEVE 

WHAT ELSE CNI I READ? THERE AIN'T NEVER BEKN NOTHIN' TO READ 
IN TIUS HOUSE sirw, GRAMP Boumrr TUT SEcomiimr) COPY OF 
CUESTERFIELD' S LETTERS TO H I S  SON# ONCE VMEN HE WAS B! IUD 0 

(GIVING U1' TIlk: SEAHCII MID SITTIIJG DOVfIJ 4 ) 

AN11 HE USED T iM T  UP T M  \\INTER Tm SEllRs ROEBUCK CATNX)CUE 
DIDN'T COmo 

LALLY 

OE ALL MY YOUIWUNS, YOU NORl(Y ME THE MOST, BOY. 

(PAUSE) 

H W S  DINIIEH COldIN' LINNU LEE? 

LINNIE LEE 

DOHE ,WIWI' TIEHE I!: OF' I T 0  I'M WAITIN'  Ml) PAW AND THAT MAN 
or( 

I'HON r~[StlINGTON HE' 5 BHINGIN' HOME 0 

STEVE 

( I I I T T E I ~ Y )  

ANOTIiEH BASTARD COMIN' Do\Ol &RE TO TAKE OUH PICTURES IN OUR OLD CLX)T€IES---- 

RUTH 

( I'OIIITEDLY) 

IVHiiT OLD CWTIJIS'S? 

STEVE 

AND PUT IT IN ONE OF' THOSE PICTURE MAGAZINES UITH A SIGN UNDER I T  
SAYIN' " WAIT ING  FDR IJOTHINGo" * NUTS1 

* Cal)tion under photograph o f  kihareoropper in "Ken" Magazine, Ap r i l  1938, p.62 



LALLY 

IIUSH, BOY0 

LINNIE LEZ 

OH THE BABY! ItE WANTS MIS SUGAR TEAT. 

AD, IE*S SO D M I N ' I  

(COOS OVEll THE OMNGB CRATE.) 

TOh~dY~TOh~lIY~~O!U~TY( Oil I'LL BE SO GLAD \IHE?l I'M OLD ENOUGH TO 
GET MARI:fED AND NAVE DIIBIESo 

(CIW8;;E3 BACK TO STOVE.) 

RUTH 

YOU OUGUT 
EVERY YEAR TO FUIINISI! "HANDS" I X F f H J 3  LIUJDWRD'S FIELDS. 

TO BE CLAD YOU DON'T IiAVE TO HAVE 'EM, YET. ONE . 

LALLY 
1JO 

THINGS IS TIlAT YlAY, RUTH, AND THLY CNN'T BE M I  OT1EH \VAYo 

RUTH 

THERE OllGMT TO BE A LAY{ THAT PEOPLE DON'T NAVE TO HAVE 'EM UNLESS 
THEY CNJ PIWVIDE FOR 'EM PROPER. 
MAYBE YOU AND PAll COULD HAVE GOT A FARM OF YOUR OVIN. 

I F  IT WASN'T EDR ALL OF US YOUNO'UNS, 

( G R ~ ~ L Y )  

\YELL, YOU \tON'T KETCU ME MAItRYIN' 110 SURECROPPER. I F  I CAIN'T GET 
ME A hlAN \JIl'lI :;OME MONEY AND A H O W  OF HIS O ~ ~ N , ~ I ~ = = = = ~ ~ ~ ~ = - - I ' M  JUST 
A-GONIIA LAY F'ALLOtY TILL I DO6 

LALLY 

YOU'LL M8RHY iII@E:N THE TIME COMES, RUTH0 I ILW IDEM LIKE YOURS ONCE0 

RUTH 

I WN'T H I W T  To BE LIKE YOU, MAN, 

(LALLY WOK3 STENIILY A T  IlElto ) 

YOU KNON YiHAT I MEAN SLAVIN' NlAY ALL YOUR LIFE FOR NOTHIN' A-TALL. 

* "A landlord will o f t e n  Inquire of a prospootive tenant, 'How muoh 
of e fo rce  h.oe you got?' If tb tonmt hne a lot; of 
children, he trill be ohoaen over a mnn d k h  'a smnller 
fmlly, because t h e  more children there  m e ,  the more 

by Fred IIownrd, author o f  b e  play "SHARECROPFERtl, produced 
by University o f  North Carolina, 1938. 

u "hands" to ho lp  make et cro for the ltlndlord." Statemonk 
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LALLY 

"WE GET E,IA)NO e"  * 

STEVE 

HEY-0, ** CRAMP(: MUST BE OETTIN'  lYET DOHN To YOUR S U C K .  IT 
CAIN'T BE Twr YOU JUST GOT LONESOME FOR RE-UNS~ 

GRMr[Pb ' 

I T ' S  A CRYIN'  SliAFwlE. A PORE OLE MAN LIKE ME1 

(U IUKU AI10UlJD TO SEE IF Ilir: I3  OETTINO 
NJY S YltU'A'JXY ) 

NODODY GIVES M E  NO MIND. RIVER COULD WASH ME AnAY MID YOU WOULDN'T 
T H I N K  TO LOOK FOR ME UNTIL COTTON CUOPPIN' TIME COME VOUTIDr 

THE RIVER VfASHED AWAY ONE SIDE OF MY SHACK0 IT 'S  FINE AND WEATHER- 
PRWF 
BLOWS IN FROM TIN NEST---THE OPEN SIDE, NHY T U  GOD-DAMNED PLACE IS 
NETTUR' N TOLlhlY' S C R I B  0 

VlIIEN IT RAINSL,THnIGHT DOi7N OR FROM TUE MST. BUT \i€EN SHE 

LALLY 

I RECKON NE CAN GIVE YOU SOhIETI1111' TO EAT, ANYHOIVe SET OUT THE 
PLATIS, LINNIE LEE,  

GMAW 

THE LORD G I V g T H  AIW TUE LORD TAKETH ANAYr 
- 

r) Cnption undor phototograph in "You Have Seen Their F ~ i c e d '  Erskine Caldwell. 
++ Looal snlutntion. 



STEVE 

STICK AROUND. lfl , \YUE IIE'LL SEND YOU SOidB MORE DOARDS FLOM SOME . 
OTIUR I'I'LLZH'S lUiACK COME NEXT FZX)ODr 

RUTU 

HElU'S YOU\ SHIRT,  STEVE. 

STEVE 

MIGHT COLlE IN IifllDY HAVIN' A SHIRT. THINK I CAN GET W A JOB 
Nod, MAYBE I GOT ONE ALREADYr 

RUTH 

( IfAGII;RLY ) 

H011EST7 

,uIL LIS TMI EAOEl(LY 0 ) 

- STEVE 

YEH. TObl LEUBBEN * SAID HE COULD GET ME ONE. 

M L L Y  

IF HE TOLD YOU ABOU'r 1 T ,  LEAVE IT BB, HEAR ME DOY? 

STEVE 

(SULLEMLY) 

I ONLY 3AID MAYBE. 

LALLP 
OF 

YOU Bbi3JJ IN ENOU(;lI TROUULE ALWWY ON ACCOUNT .Fo THAT TOM LEUBDEN. 
NO17 YOU STAY SIIET OF H I M 0  

RUTH 

(IL43 TAISliH TIIE NEEDLE N.ll) THREAD THAT RUTH 
SE'f A S IDE  AND IS SEXFED ON THf5 BED T H Y T T O  
8Ed A RIP I1J 'I'UK SIiOULDEH OF U18 COAT IYI'P1tOUT 
RIYIWVINC) THE COAT. HE IS STRAINING TO REACli IT.) 

3U:;T A-TRYIN' TO T A M  CMB OF MYSELF SBEIN' I AIN 'T  W T  NO VIOMERN 
FOLKS TO Do FOR ME:. 
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YOU W T  TIiE HIGI IT  IDEA,  GEUUdP: I BISTCHA YOU ."IIN'T DONE A L I C K  
0' Vi01tK IN FORTY YEARSO 6 

LALLY 

DAVIE 1 
b 

- . DAVE 

( PltOUDLY) 
J 

I ' M  A-GOlWA 813 JUY' LIKE ORAMP I OROi'l UP, 1'14 GONNA GET h!E A 
SHACK AltD JUS' SIT 'IZUSRE NID MAYBE DO A LITTLE FISIiIN' lUJD HUNTIN' 

No'r GIVE A DNAN FOR NOBODY, mi GRAMP~ 

(IiiS LAUGIIS 0 - GIWdPS CACKLES ) 

LALLY 

I WAR YOUR PAW A~COMIM'o YOU'RE RIGHT LUCKY HE DIDN'T HEAR YOU 
A-TALKIN' ]CHAT ;YAY& HE'D M H  V f f i O p  YOU PROPER. YUUH PAW'S A IMRb 
\iOHKXN' MIW ANI) HI3 DON'T HOLD bIITH SUCH TALKIN' 

BRITT 

THIS IS THE FELLER I BROUGHT BACK ilITl1 b lE  FROM \IASI1XNGTON0 YOU DON'T 

TtiEY AWdAYS 
NEE11 TO PiJT ON SAME'S IIE WAS COMPANY. ILE W ANTS TO 6EE T H I I W  LIKE 

LALLY 

I DON' T KNO\I bHAT VIE' D PUT ON 'dITIlo 

B R ITT  

TliIS IS MY HOW3 AND THIS I S  MY FAMILY. THIS IS MY \YIF'E, LALLY. 

M I 1 0  EXPERT 

GLAD TO KNOI'I YOU. 

. .- 
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MRo EXPERT 
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TiMN HE'D REPAY YOU FOR THl3 \'OM AND THE MTEHIALSo 

BRITT 
r.0 d 

NOT A CHANCE. HE C'IMJ ALWAYS GET soamom ELSE OLAD TO HAVE 
THN PLACE NITHOW ANY FIXIN'  U P 0  THAT'S THE WAY IT IS6 ALL 
IMPltOVPdL3TS BEKING TO THE LANDIDRD VIHEN THE TENANT LEAVES THE PLACE6 f 

M R o  EXPERT 

YOU SAY THIS HOUSE HAS ONLY TI;O ROOMS? 

BRITT 

TI% OTHER ROOM'S IN THERE, &AI AND bIB AND TiIE BABY AND THE GALS 
SLEEP IN TIIEREo 
SELVES OUT HERE. 

STEVE, DAVE AND JOHN HAVE THIS WHOLE BED TO THEM- 

LALLY 

riB COULD 110 \VITH MORE CWVEJI, TOO, 

US HAVE THE USE OF THESE0 BUT hE NEED MORE, 

NIGHTS GET MIGliTY COLD DOYW 
HERE SOMETIMES0 COURSE, ldRS0 POIIIERS' BEEN PO\V'FWL GOOD TO LET 

- 
M R o  EXPERT 

I 

1LI;S YOUR LANDLAIRD ACTUALLY REFUSED TO BUILD YOU ANOTHER ROOM? 

O I W %  

HH 'rVOULDIJ'T DARE ASK' HI?d  0 LANDLDRD VIOULD THINK HE WAS GETTIN' 
TOO UPPITY AND MAKE HIXM U A V E r  

BRITT.  ..; :11 'i' 

YES, IT WOULD BE CHEAPER FOR HIM TO PUT US OFF THE PLACE AND GET 
ANOTliEH TENANT WHO IIASN'T SO PARTICULIIRo 

BUT iiOULDH'T TIil.1 OTmR TENANT MOVE OFF TOO, WHm THINGS  COT TOO BAD? 

SO irHATI PLENTY NORE SHARECROPPEZS WAITIN' TO M O W  IN. PLiLCE 
DON'T SUIT YIW iW ITB  TEElANTS, T H E W S  AL\Y.AYS SOME NIOGER GLAD TO 
MOVE I N 0  

vtOHK AS URD AND DON' T ASK FOR AS MUCH AS WHITB. kQLxS 
LANDLORD \iOULD SOONER TAKE A NIOGER TENANT ANYllAYSo THEY 

D O 0  ** 

TII\LKIN' ktON'T F I X  TIE ROOF NOH CHANGE THE LANDLORD. LET'8 EAT. 

(SLAPS DAVE AWAY FJUd TIIE TABLE.) 

* Statemont from "ilow The Other h l f  i e  h m ~ d . ~  by Rupert Van& p. *+ 
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'l'HldlU!! A I N ' T  ROOM. YOU EAT LATCR rITLi LINNIu LE& AND . YOU SIT 
HdHE, MR. BXPERT. COMB ON, GRAW;--RUTSI----HUBERTo NO, NOT THEW, 
G I I J U P ~  THAT'S J U W '  S PLACE. 

A 

a m 3  

LALLY SURE DOES FAVOR JOHN A LOT, 

HE[S A-IfUIJGRY AGAIN. 
LEE THAT I SP.V~I I  OVER k'OR HIM. * G I V E  HIM THAT PIECE OF FAT BACK, LINNIE 

MI0 EXPERT 

SURELY------ E XCU !  bl'r)-----BUT YOU DON'T LET TIUT LETLE BABY 
&AT THnT Ss,zLTIiU FAT? 

< 

AIN'T TIiE BEST 'ZIIIN(1 111 TlfE bIORLD FOH SfIM BUT IT 'S  BETTEN '  NOTHIN' 0 

Ii€DCKU \rOUt,D \iE GLr;'l' MILK AND ORANGES FUR HIM? COWIIIBARY DON'T SELL 
'1'LlUSII: THI IJOS OJJ CWDIT. 

BRITT 

(MTH PRIDE) 

(EATING \VXTII RELISlf.) 

YEHo I KEJOI'J A FgLWR LIVIN' OVER AU) l IG TSB SEAHOARI)I.CUI,(BEIUtY 

FOPS IT IN THE BABY'S hlOUTHe** 
HIGHJAY mIm c i tm  UF IrHJr: ~ O D  IN HIS o t r ~  MOUTH BEFUU HE 

( I'AlJ3E e MR 0 EXPERT SHUDUERS 6 ) 

TAIIJ'T SUCH &\ WOD SIPSThg, 
THE &ME XXEXHES LUNG SICKNESS THIS FELlER MS. ** ' 

IUOUrjHo ALL THE YOUNGIRIS DIE OFF mold 

(PUU!ING MIS PLATE MIDI3 0 ) 

* Comnon l o o d  p r ~ c t i c o .  
+* Inoidont tokon from produoed one-aot play entitled "OPEN HOUSE" 

by Bernioe Kelly Harrie, nnt ive  o f  6oaboerd. Incident; 
in p1v.y it3 baaed on aotual Oaee. 
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I 'M  NOT VERY 1iUIlGHY e 

GlWP s 

( CACKLINQ ) 

DON'T BLAME YOU. TAKES TIME TO GET USED TO MAKIN' A M1M.L OFF 
CORN BIIEAD &!I) O1tITSo I LIKE IT FINE BUT I ' M  OETTIN' A LITTLE 
~ ~ i u i i  OF rr AFTER LIVIN' ON IT FOR NIGH ONTO OWTY YEARS. 

(fI0Ll)INC; O W  HIS  PLATE.) 

eor A MITE MORE GRITS, WLYP 

IT 1ULLY AIN 'T  SO DAD, lbl EXPERT. SOMETIMES VIE HAVE SOhE FAT 
UACK ALONG YiITIl IT. TIN GET A BESS OF BLJCK-EYED PEAS, TOO. * 

LhLLY 

BUT E'WSfl blILh NJlI F ' l W f I  VEOEThDWI: WOULD SURU Bl4 FINE FOR TIE YOUNO'UNSo 

- .DAVE 

SUW MIJST DE FINE TO IIAOVE' A GARDEN. TIIINGS TO EAT A-GRO\lIN' IN I T 0  

MRo EXPERT 

YOU D01.1''l' H A W  A GARDUI? ALL THIS  LAND AROUND? I THOUGHT ALL FARhEHS 
HAD A L I T T L E  GtIRDEN PLOT. 

BRITT 
od 

ItOT T ISIJANT FfiJUUWS . 
BltINO HLM IN 140 MONEY AND TIMT'S SO MUCH LESS FOOD HE CAN SELL dT HIS 
STORE. T I M  bt0RE DEBT YOU GO IIJTO TO HIM, TlfE LESS CASlt HE HAS TO G IVE  

LNDLDRD AIN' T I13 EREST/IN A GARDEN . WANTS 
COfTOlt PLANTED UP TO THE: FRONT DOORSJEPSe A VEGETABLJ; GARDEN DON'T 

YOU SET'TLIN' UP TIkEo HE DON'T 'tIANT YOU TO USE HIS MULE TO PLON UP 
GROUND R YOUR 0:IN USE. AND WHERE ARE YOU GOIN' TO GET THE MONEY FOR 
SEED /IN? ~ERTILIZER? LANDLORD I'ION'T Ii'UIWISli IT To YOU. ** 

M R o  EXPERT 

I HAS IWWD IN A C I T Y .  I ALWAYS ASSOCIATED FAlMs h f T H  FRESH VEGETABLES, 
COClS, FRUIT, GOOD COOKING. 

STEVE 

( D IT  L'EIILY) 

* Often o n l l o d  oow-pea6 and tha mont  aomon gRrden vegetable in the eouth ** Stntemanta usod from MPA "Lendlord and Tonant" ~ 0 1 0 2 .  

-41- I 



I 1  

r P , \ \ I f  3 
WE 64W.I BUY SEEDS ANI) TflINGS OUUSELVESo 
EFII YEARS \(HAT WENT OUT AND WIfAT COME IN .  

YEAR. * 

I BEEN FIGUllIN& THl3 LAST 
BY ALL OF US TIORKIN' TO- 

GETHER, EVEN "In(: LITTLE ONES, WE M,I\KE ABOUT THIaE HUNDRED DOLLARS A 

MR* EXPERT 

T'hENTY-FIVE DOLLAHS A MOHTH FOR THIS  LARGE FAMILY! 

ORAMP 

COURSE Tl lkTIS  IN A GOOD YEAR, MOST FOLKS HEARABOUTS LIVE 011 413 dol lars  8 
MON'l'lI THAT TILE LANDLORD ADVANCE3 TIEM AGAINST COTTON GELLIN' TIME. +* 

M H o  EXPERT 

My GOD. 

BRITT  

LAST PL.r\CE VIE LIVED AT, 
Ma\\/ AND TfIU OINLS ATYENLIED TO 13.'. 
PAY FUIt GRINIIIl1' THE HALF \IE USED FOR MEAL, 

PEAS ONE YEAR. LANDLORD CNT HALF OF TIIAT. 
COULDN'T SELL IT Full NO PRICE HARDLY SO NEXT YEAR HE1 SAID VIE COULDN'T . 
HAVE NO GARDEN. 

TIIE LANI~tORD LET US HhVE A LITTLE GARDENo 
WE a1lEN CORN ANI) GAVE UP HJLF TO 

1fE GIW8 SOME CANE AND 
THAT WAS GROURD ON SlIAREIS FOR SYRUP. VfE HAD SViEET POTATOES ANI) COW *** 

BUT Hlf COULDN'T USE IT AND 

R l T l i  

Ill' W A S  SURE NICE N l l I t E  I T  LASTEU, THOUGIfo 

GRITS, COlUJBFaD,  CANE SYRUP, YJMS AND FIlsLD PEAS. 
1'DR YOUNG'UNS TO EAT ALL TUAT STUFF ALL THE TIME----EVEN I F  ViE D I D  
HAVE IT ALL T U  TIME. 

TAIIJ 'T COOD 

(JOHN IWTERS ) - 
YOUR DINNER'S WALTIN' BOY 

JOHN 

DID YOU GET A CIMICE To LOOK OVER TIIE PLACE, M K o  EXPERT? 

MRe EXPERT 

YES, I DID, JOHN. 

SUW IS L W S  O F  ROOM FOR IMPROVk2dE3T~ LUTS O F  TlIE YOUNGER PEOPLE 

THN C I T I E 3  M C H  YEAR TO ViORK IN THE MILLS OR GO ON RELIEF& 
ARE GETTIM' MIGHTY DISCOURAGED Iu3OvT FARUIN' 0 MORE AND MORE MOVE INTO 

I--. * 
++ Ficuroe from WPA "Lnndlord md Tenant" P. 101. 

BASED ON STATElill~?l'r IN BOOK, Farmere Without Lend. Rupert h n c e .  

**+ I b i d ,  p o  102 
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Mr. W E R T  

BRITT 

W YOU TtiIt lK YOU COULD BETTER YOUR COtJDfTIOtl, JOHN, IN TlE MILLS7 * . 

I DON'T KIJUVY. 

CM PUT OUT OF 

1 HAVE NOTICED, THOUGH, TUhT MOST OF THE FOLKS THAT 
GO TO TlIl3 C I T Y  CXJfUI: BACK TO FA.IU4XN' FNMIN' AIN'T SOhlE'I'iiIN' YOU . 

YOU12 MIND SO E A S Y 4  

. 

I IJEWR W T  TIIIEIJ OF VIORKIN' I N  TIE Ff1SIJX #I) M T C H I N '  THINGS 

YOU'RE UNDISR TliK SUN ALL DAY----NOT COOPED UP Iil SOME FACTORY. 

YOU PLANT A LITTLE SEE11 AND TEND IT AND LJTER ON IT GOHWS INTO SOMEfiJXEIt 

GII(Yil0 TtL4T IS REJL YlORK FOR A MAI, PLAIJTIN' !'PLOl'llll' AND REAPIII' 0 

YOU 
GSI' TO UNDElISTAND ABOUT T HIIIGS----hBOUT TtIE VlEATFER---AIJD WHY TIIINIIS 
G H W O  

DIG  ANI) FINE 'fIlIY I T  MAKES YOU FEEL LIKE GOD----A L I T T L E .  

I T ' S  HAR!) bIOIIK BUT I T  S A T I S F I E S  SOtAETHIN' IN A MAN. ViILBN 

LALLY 

IF iim.mq VIAS mil: RIGILT KUID OF GIRL SHEY I) DE OLW TO DE YIIIERB YOU 
ViMlJ: TO Ul3 0 SW' D BE GLAD TO HAVE A HOUSE L I K E  THIS TO LIVE IN0 

JOLIN 

((xrrlw) 
NO M n V l 0  NOBODY UUG€IT TO BE GLAD TO U V E  bi.HOUSE LIKE THIS  TO LIVE 114. 

IT tlAS RIGi lT  PUW'IIY ;YWN I T  YiAS N W a  

B U T T  

7-- 

STEVE 
--II___c__-- 

* "IIow Tho Other H d f  ia Houmd". Rupel-t Vmoe .  
W A  "Lmdlord and Tenant" p. 94 



MHO EXSERT 

S ~ E L Y  tnttlmoiw COULD AFPORD M~ME T I ~ A N  T ~ T  

BRITT  

I L'IHDLY TH INK  SO.  !!IS O'JN NOUSE AIN'T riOllTH MORE TIGVJ EIGHT OR 
NINE  €iUlWlU3i)o COUIUE I T ' B  ... ..NE'(IER. IT AIN' T PAINTED, THOUGHO * 

JOHN 

ALJ, \VI3 HAVE AlU  'I' HE FOUR diALrS AND C E I L I N G  AND DOORS ANI) WINJX37Sir 

WUILY 

YES@ T€ff2RE'S A Poi'(' F'UL LOT OF TliI!I(ZS MISSIN' 0 IF ibE ONLY I I E Q  
SOIdE SCiIEEIlS TO Till3 WItSLX)Tf!3, 

THE KIDS UP IN SUMMER. *+ 

I riUULDlJ'T ASK  FOR AIIYTHIN' ELSE, 
THE FLIES ARE SOi.IETHIN' TERHIBLE AIJD THE MOSQUITOES LIKE TO EAT 

MHm EXPERT 

YOU MEr\N SCRGSN3 Ala TOO MUCli TO EXI'ISCT FROM YOUR LNJDLORD? 

LALLY 

MI{ POWRS -AIN' T GOT BUT CIUESCLOTH NETTIN'  ON IiIS 0'411 VfINDO'ifS 
FDH SClUI$NSe I F  ANY V I M  To BE GOT, HE'D GET 'EM FOR HIMSELF, 

lblt e EXPERT 

ILZ'I'UIUULY T U N ,  YOU HAVEN'T A BATIiROOld I14 Tiill; IiOUSE? e** 

C tIORIS 

OIi Not 

M R o  EXPERT 

I SIJI'WSE AN 0UTLX)UR TOILET I S  INCOIIVENIUNT ON MINY DAYS, BUT---- 

UULY 

OUTDOOR ONE? 

iiU A I N ' T  EVEN GOT .4N OUTDOOR TOILET. 

- - - e  

THEY GOT TIiE M O L E  O W  DOORS 0 

f "Hovi Tho Otlior Ha l f  1 8  Housed'' Ruport vmoe 
** \PA "Lnndlord nnd Tennnt" 98 
*+* 

-c__ 

WA, "Lnntllord and TenantR: po  98 
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S , YUU'VE DE 

DAVE 

AN PAW AIJD JOIIIJ ViORltY IUO MUCH, M I I e  EXYERTo 
TlibY \ I N T I  
THAT 0 

I DON'T KNOI'I VOIAT 
ALL A FELLER NEEDS IS RIGHT  H E R E 0  GWU\AN1) I IUJOM 

blRo EXPERT 

~ u r  ISN'T TIERE mrriima YOU WANT? ANYTHING AT ~ L L ?  

I SUlIi3 ~ I O U L D  L I K E  To HAVE A DIME0 

M R o  EIU'ERT 

ALL RIGHT, I ' L L  GIVE  YOU ONE IF YOU TELL HE WHAT YOU t iANT IT FORI 

DAVE 

I \(ANT To BUY MI5 A COCOIIUT. SUN'S COMIN' OUT. IT 'S GONNA BE A HOT 
AFTEIU4OON 
oUN OB MY ~JELLYFULI" * "I' LL GET kW A COCOANUT, SUCK IT M I )  GO TO  SLEEP \VXTlI Tm 

JOIW 

DON'T PAY HIM NO MINI), MII. EXPERT. HE'S TOO FRESH0 
ALL RIGII'II THOUGH. I SUIlE HOPE SO. 

I THINK HE'LL COME: OUT 

LALLY 

HUN AFTER M b f ,  RUTH AND GET THAT D I U  BACK. 

( L ; ~ ' s  RUTH) 

TELL ME JOIiNo YOU'lU3 TYPICAL,  1 CUESSjOF T1N YOUNGER G h ~ R A T I O N  OF 
StiARECROPPERSt W YOU THINK YOU'LL STICK TO FARMINO ON SX-IIRES? 

I ViAlJT TO FARM. I SURE ENOUGH DO0 DWf I DON'T WANT TO FARM ON SlURESo 
I i(.kNT rh LITTLU PLACE OF MY OliNo I DEEN COIN' STEADY h I T H  A GIRL. 

I SUPPOSE PA\[ TOLD YOU ALL ABOUT HERO HE DON'T LIKE UERo 
bELL, SHE \iOWT MAiRY ME I F  I 'M A SlIARECROPPER, I DON'T BLAME HER 
..--2c------- - c--c------ * 
On R h o t  nftornoon, 
mo n pino bough tmd go to  eloep.  
it, and go to sleep with the sun on my bellyhrl." 

Statement made by Ilussell H u f f m n n w k o r y ,  North Carolina 
i n  spring, 1924. Ruseell m a  aged 13 a t  thw time. 

"Nhat y ' n l l  want; t o  eo walkin' for? I ' m  goin' to cut 
If I hnd R di@, I d get me a coooanut, suok 
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XI' SEEMS RIOIIT THAT A AWt YlOltK WITH THE SOIL, WHY DO THEY M A D  ' 

IT SO I M W  EQIt A RMM BHAREXROPPER TO LIVE, T W N ?  
MUC1I. 

I DON'T tIAI?'f 
JUST A Fl,-4CE TO LIVE IN AND ENOUGH TO EAT AND TO DO THE 

K I N D  OF Vi0ll.K I'M bIEANT TO DO, 
TIlE GXIrL I LOVE 691lL) URItI(1 UP CfiILDREX, 
1'0 t'IAH'C0 
LOT OF' IIOI'E MJD TIifMK XF I KORK NARD, I 'LL GET SOh1EMER.E SIIARECI~OPPIN' 
'lPi:N I THINK,  PAbV STARTED OUT LIKB ME ONCE WITH THE SAME IDEAS@ 
MAH ViM LIKE HELEN ONCE, 
8IIAR15CHOPI'IN' SYSTEM DID TO THl3l AND-----I DON' T * KNOFP, MR. EXPERT 0 

I DON'T iUJOYIr 

I ii'ANT TO LIVE ANI) )IOHK NID MARRY 

SOhETIbES I IUW A 
THAT SIIOULDII'T BE SO MUCH 

I'M VlILLIll' TO VfOK1(: NIGHT IUJD DAY0  

THEN I LOOK AT THEM AND SEE VlZiAT THE 

BUCKOUT 0 

. 
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SCENE TViO (D) 

(D)  BLACKBOARD INTEIILULIE 0 

(LIGLI'I'S COME UP ON BLACKBOARD. 

I~EI,LX) FOLKS. I i m w ~  GIVE YOU MY FIGURES ON TUAT SCENE. TI~OUCIFT 
I' D LET YOU SEE fUlt YOUltSELF HOIV T U U G S  WERE0 BUT VIE LIKE TO BE VERY 

AiU TIU FIGURES. YOU CAN GO OUT FOR A SMOKE I F  YOU LIKE, BUT IT I"JULD 
BE K I N D  OF NICE  I F  YOU STUCK AROUND. THAT \VAS A TYPICAL S€IARECROPPERS' 
UOME YOU JUST SM. WIIAT DO YOU THINK OF IT? 

TECIUIICAL AROUND fDSllE MI) \?E HAVE ALL OUR \lOl?? DOCUML3lITED. SO HERE 

MI1 a BUCKBOARD 

011 DUT THEY WI qUOTEi 

(F'OIAII';INO I S  PROJEXWI) 011 BLACKBOARD1 
"From the book, 'FARMERS WI'l'llriOU'I 
by Mlliam VBnoo.") 

I!! TliE SPRlIJG OF 1935, 
TLNAJJT FJMILIES 11t11) W C U I ' I l ~ I ~  TI iElR PIIESEI?T FARMS 1;oIl UNLY 0l?E 
YEAH. UNQUOTE. YOU SEE THEY DO MOVE BUT THE NET1 PLACES AREN'T 
AI? Y BET'CER o 

IT \VAS FQUND TIihT L4% OF T IM  NATION'S 

CITIZEN 

HAVEN' T YOU EXAGG151tATEI 1 TlfE LACK OF' S ANITdRY FACILITIES? THIS IS 
1930, YOU KiIONe S U C I  TIiINGS DO NOT EXIST  I N  OUR COUNTRY. 

MI6 BLACKBOARD 

( l'!~LUJ~~:C'l'IO1l ON DLACKBOARD! "Quotat ion 1s 
from t h o  WFA Survey entiT1od 'Landlord and Tenant' 
page 9 8 . " )  

8HLy FIVE PJI:HWlIT OF TENANT FAlWH HOMES HAVE ADUQUATE SJWITARY 
k'i\CILIT ILS 

Y IDDISH  V I O W  

BY G@D I \iOULD USE THE OiiNERIS FACIL ITY  THEN. 
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Bu'r BEN IF TIWY DON'T HAVE SCREENS------- 

hili 0 BLACRBOARD 
J 

ONLY TUIlt'iT I'EltCISNT OF TENANTS HOUSES Ala SCRENHEU. .' 

. 
I S A I D  EVEN It;' T I N Y  DOIl'T HAVE S C R W I S ,  TUlfllK OF TIlE LOVELY 

' SOUI'IERN ACCENTS THEY HAWe AND THE SMELL OF IIOHEYSUCRLE 
ON MOONLIGIIT 11 IGHTS DULiN SOUTH IS YOS ITIVELY DIVINE 

TliA'r'S ALL FOLKS. I ' M  PRETTY DRY. I ' M  GOING OUT FOR A SHORT BEER4 

BLACKOUT 

a 
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SCENE THREE (A) 

(A) .OF hU3HI LUCliINES AND BANANA8 

(L1f;llTS PICK UP blR. EXPERT, BRITT AND 
JOHN STANDING AT 11 RIOIi'f 0 TliE PI~UJJETION 
13 A DSPLETSD FIELD.) 

BRITT 

AS YOU ClzN SEE, SOIL'S SO WORN OUT TMT NUTIIIN' VILL OROV 

Hi3R.E I S  PRETTY BAD BUT AT THAT, IT ' S  BETTERN THE REST0 
UNLESS pmm OF FERTILIZER Is MIXED WITH IT. THIS FIELD 

CRUP ROTATXOlI MiGHT HELP0 \\lIY DON'T YOU PLANT SOLETHINO 
BiSIDES COTTOH? 

JOHN 

currows THE OIILY c i w  WE RAISE. WE'VE AUYAYS RAISED IT AND 
IT LOOKS LIKE WE ALWAYS WILL. EVEN I F  THE PItICE I S  ALL SSIOT 
TO U L L ,  IT'S S T I L L  THE BEST CASH CROP3 

I 

MRe EXPERT 

TW;N YOU DEPEND EWTIItELY ON THE P W D U C T I O N  OF COTTON? 

BRITT  

WiY YES 0 

M R o  BUCKBOARD 

YKS, MOST Fhl&¶ihS US THE COTTON STATES DEPMJD EWTIRELY 011 COTTON. 

COPY t 
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(ULACliOUT ON 111. SI'OT PICKS UP 
O S C J U  CODPER EIITERT 140 DOWN 
h IC;.iir I I I I 'H T ' S ACE  OE' EMANAS ME 
MUIXNES AS Ilk: SINGS "18m goma take 
a airplane ride w i t h  the Lord.") f 

BRITT  

\;'IHAT YOU TOTIN' OSCAII? 

OSCAR 

SACK FULL OF BANNNlSRSa 

MR. EXPERT 

. Like bnnanns? 

OSCAR 

ALWIYS LId3 Ml~IIW1'3RS. TODAY I SETTLES ViITH b¶R. PO\VERS NJr)nFTEn ALL 
THl: LllI'l'E FOLK'S FIGGERIN' , I I1P.D Til0 DOLL1 RS LEF' FROU W' YE2iRS * 

VfUIiK. TILIT WO11'T WEP ME T;D' 11ISX' YEAR SO I GOT MY OLD TIOMERN 
S N U B  m1) SP1l;ND ALI, THE ItES' ON BANANERSO VfHOLE DOLLAR AN' A 
\IUTH PLUS FI' CENTS S A W S  TAX. ++ 

BRITT 

rtHAT'S DOIN'  111 TOVtN OSCAR? 

OSCAR 

BIG DOIN'S LEiY1)LOlID'S SET'PLIN' UP TIIIS WEEX. SOLI13 FOLKS IS 
GOT CASH h1OlkY '10 W E N '  AND TIEXX'S T1;O IUN TIIISlU3 MAKIN' A 
CUTTON PICKIN'  I.U'LC11IliE. EOY VYHEll ' A T  GETS DONE $ Ih'ON'T fUW TO 
MY OLE BACK NO MO'o 

soha 
ILALF 

BRITT 

I I I W D  OF TIIAT IIACHINE. IF T IBY  CAN DO IT, I T  VIILL BE ANOTHER 

BREAK 

CURSE 0 

COlWLE MILLIOIl SHAREXROPPINt FMdILIES \('ILL- BE THROWN OUT OF WHK. 

OSCAR 

IrlAYBE TI!lt;Y ChV G I T  011 THl3 RELIEF. 

JOHN 

LET'S GET I N T O  TOiOJ 0 GUESS YOU' D LIKE TO INTERVIEW THOSE UWEX ORs8  
E118 MRo EXPERT? 

I SURELY WOULD. 

BR ITT  

LET'S TAKE THE RIVER ROAD, IT'S PLEASANTER. - - * From intorview w i t h  Oeoar Cooper, Negro. ** 
Few state8 have eale8 tax on food, 

S a l e s  tax i s  three p r o e n t  i n  N O  C .  and applies to foodetuffs.  
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\LIGIITS UP ON 111. TIlE I'ROtJ!XTIOII IS A 
1;XVER flklJK. TlIREE NEGROES 1ZCLININO ON 
TitE BANK, \7AWliING * l % ~ V E R  GO BY. O W  OF 
TI8lA IS FLAYING A OAI~IJO AND CROOIIING, 

' " I ' M  GOIN' TO LOUISIANAr") 

1 a t  N e g r o  

OL RIVER DON' MOVE SO FAST DO* SHE. 

2ND NEGRO 

SHE LIKE H3 0 SHE GOT BRAINS 0 O N L Y  SHE AIN'T GOT NO HAT TO 
KJ3EP OL' SUN OUT'N IBR EYES0 

3RD NEGRO 

O C p  RIVER JUS' A-BIOVIN' ON BY. 

1 S T  NEGRO 3 . .- 

ViONDER €1011 THEY COblIN' \IITH OL' LEVEE BUILDIN' 

3RD NEGRO 

- .  YEH. 

2ND NEGRO 

GO iJOTIIIIJ' TO Do \I ITH USL TtEM FOLKS 1YUHKIN' MIGHTY HAM), T€IOUGIIo 

3RD NEGRO 6 

LIFE O E T T I N '  KIlJDA NO GOOD LATELY. 

1ST NEGRO 

\iISH I IMI) S O J a  DRINKINS. GOV'MINT OUGIiTA FUfUIISH POOR FOLKS 
tII'l'H DRINKINS 0 

If EGRO 
2ND MHf4 

GQV'MINT SAY I T  AI l i 'T  ~ O D O  

3RD NEGRO 

D I N N W ,  SUPPER, BIGKFUS' FOR bll3 0 SOLE FOLKS IS STINGY, SI'ECILLY GOV ' Id IHT~  

2ND NEGRO 

I KlWbI 1II1glI.N A T ' S  A S T I L L .  A I l I '  NOBODY VATCIIIN' I T  CObIE NIOBT TILIE. 

1 9 T  NEGIIO 

rrHERI3 AT? 

2ND NKGlIO 

C O l U  DARK, I SfIOlt YOU0 

s t  d ichh e co ti0 ed "Sittin In tho  sun watching * Scone tfit(%ssfsgkfi! go 6y in %rskfne Caldrself8sbook "You Have Seen 
their Face u . 

I 
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. .. 

Mr. BWERT . 
HOii' S F'ISlIING? 

1ST NEGRO 

tiE 1IIU' T FISIIIN' 

3RD NEGRO 

JUS' IYAITLN' 0 

l d R 0  IEWEllT 

(HEXROES --- LAUGHo) 

M R o  EXPERT 

CO~JSTINCTION C.lU\blP Ul' THE IIIVER LOOKING lQ11 hENr 'VJANT A JOB? 

1ST NEGRO 

1ST NEGRO 

COME iiINl'ER, I ' M  GOIN' TO ;THE Jl\ILo THERE I EATS FIJ4Ed DOGCONE 
IQUD SO GOOD 18 S.lIL8 I CAN'T STAY OUT, THEY SAYS A COMIION NUISANCE 

AN' EAT MY HEN) OFF Fo' NINETY DAYS IN THE JAIL HOUSEr ** GETS IJINlsTY DAYS I N  JAIL. 'h0il.E FURS' COLI SPELL, I BE COhU4011 NUISANCE 

WN'T YOU BOYS iI.WT TU NORK? 

2ND NEGRO 

NOSS'dI \lE GETS ALON(3 FIN30 AIN'T htAR1IIED AND EATIN' REG'LARo 

B LAC 1iO UT 



SCENE T M B  (B) 

YITLEs TIiE TEkINST FARMER OUTSIDE 'J'IN HUhE e 

(B) TW COTTON PICKER mC1lINE 

PROF. AYERS 

YOU SEEM TO HAVE IT AT WST, MII, RUST, THAT TEST THIS AFTERNOON 
CUAVINCISD ME TILIT TflIS MACIIINFI I S  TILE FIRST PMCTICAL COTTON PICKER ' ' 

TiiAl' ACTUAL1,Y itO1tKS *** 
(t.'lGUHI[NG ON YAPEH) 

M Y  ANALYSIS OF TilE TEST'SlIO\fS THAT TIIE PICKER OATWRED 80 % OF 
THE YIELD Ob' TUE COTTON PLANTS, ++*e+ 

JOIN 

'l'HL CO'i''1'ON IIILD A Lor O F  LEAVES 114 IT, TIlOUGHr +*** 

B U T T  

NO1 SO MANY. 

M11 BLACKBOARD 

"IT (:Ur\'TAINEL) ENOUGl1 LEAVES NOT IUlOVABLE BY OINIJING TO REDUCE 
ITS GHiiDE YO TitU C:ENTS A POUND." *e**  

OSCAR 

*hAq &Id CI)l'TON/dACIiINE ORABBEI) U)OKEL, CLEAN ENOUGH TO ME. 
dc.t 

M I 0  EXPERT 

llIII\T Nil3 lliE ACTUAL FIGURES ON THE TEST, PItOFESSOR AYKHS? 

PROF0 AYERS 

'l'W BL\ClfINE GhTWI:IEIJ A DALE IN 1 HOUR AN1I 15 MINUTES0 THAT it'OULD Hi\VE -- 
* Prof .rt.E.AYERS, Dolta Experiment Station Chie f .  
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' M110 EXPERT 

TiIIS ONE DOES. COTTON PICKfNO M S N ' T  CllAllCED ITS ?dETJfODS IN 
TIIOW3AN1)3 OF Y!!!RG. AJID IQH? BECAUSE 140 ONE COULD TIIIIIK OF 

A BET'FEIt \IAY 'l'0 W IT EXCEPT BY IbWDo 

YOU SHWED US A VERY EXCITING TEST. THAT MACIIIM3 YfElJT TIIIIOUGH 
THAT FIELD OFCJITI'OW LIKE A BOLT OF LIGLITNINOe +* IT NOT ONLY 
GOT;) A BALE 01' COTTOIJ BUT A NHNS REEL CNdERAo NIGllTY NEAR GOT 
TlIE CIL;UI;RNAAll TOO. *** 

M l t o  RUST 

M H O  BLACKBOARD 

A3 SOVIET ~4PQRXCULTUlL4L EWERTS j EYES WET tIITlt SLAVIC FNOTIUON, 

1WW LABOR, NEEDED tA:QCMNES. 
SIIOOK HIS llEAVY V~OIIKER'S I lANDo  IIUSSIA' S COTTOIJ FIELDS LACKED 

T W Y  BOUGHT TifO MACHINES OUTRD HT." ***** 
-- 

+ - " i J o W i F s O p t . 3 i r , ~  ** 
f * *  **** 
+*f*+ 

Actunl  t e s t  in Y t o n o v i l l e ,  Niecleippi. Mnok Rust oporated the mnctiina 

Acttin1 occuronme Rupartod by "Now6mek"Sopt. Skh, 1936. 
Factitdl mnterhl  and statemonte f i*om fllowswook"Sept, 6bh,1936, 

Strctsmont by hfnok Ruat tnken from "Literary D i p 3 t "  Sept .  Gth, 1936. 
Quotation takon verbatim from"Literary Digest"Sept. 5th ,  1938.  
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11' IaORKS ON TI1E PRINCIPLE THAT COTTON STICKS TO MOIST METhLb 
f.lOST MECIIANICAL P ICKEM FAIL RECAUSC THE'SNIP TIB GREEN . 
COfl"i'Oll ALOlJG r'lITl1 THE Rfl'E COT'I'ON FIBER L D SEVERELY XNJUI?B . 
TIfE PLANT. ON ONE SIDli) OF DiE MACflINE TiIF:1WS A TUN1iELLIK.E 
OPENING IfJ'TO V~HICII AfN PHOJECTED A SERIES OF SMALL,, SLcTr'lLY- 
TIJl*JJIIlG SPIIIDLlzS p TI113 RODS PASSING FIRST T III{OUGll A MOISTENNO 
DISVICE, THEN HU'~l l1t IG TIDlOUCrIf T1iE COTTON BOLLS LIKE A COMB, 
YIU lAATUl\EI) COTTON UINDS ITSELF AROUND THE 8l'INDmS, THEN 
GETS SUCKED I N T O  TIE HOPPER. * 

IT WOKS LIKE TliE REAL GUUDS, MI\ 0 RUST. 

THINK OF 11E MILLIONS OF SHnllECROPYEICS, POOR ENOUGII I J W ,  
WHO WILL UE EVEN VfUlWE-OFF WllEN TiiNIR \VOR.K IS TAKEN AWAY 

. 

kROM TIlDde 

h l l t o  RUST 

M R r  BLACKBOARD 

WELL SAID, MACK FOLKS, "THE RUST Bl\OTIiEIl.S PROFESSED SOCIALISTS 
AFI'EALEJ) TO THE W W J 3 1 M E N T  TO VIOIlK OUT A PROGRAM. 

\VI10 GRANTED COLIJETIVE DIJIGAININO TO FARM HANDS LMD VI110 MRRED 
CltILD LADOH. CLOCEST "0 T W I R  IGANTS NOYf, 1fOVflr;VBH~ AHE PLANS TO 

IVI? A TIhm, 
'L'HEY Cl1ISl~ISHCI) A PLAN Fo1I LEASING TllEIR MACIfINES ONLY TO GHOb'lERS 

ENIQ;~ A FOUNDATION wrri PROFITS OF TIE COTTON PICKER. THIS ~ U N L  
DA'l'ION WOULD A S S I S T  JOBLESS S1IARECHOPYk:RS TO UNITE IN CO-OPERATIVE 

'L'HEIH K1JliXS IN STEPIiElIS COUHTY, TEXAS j!!HL) PICKED COTTON UNTIL 
COTTOlJ FhlWING GROUI'S As BOYS, JOIN N I D  MACK RUST GOT DO\lN 011 

TIiEY 1'HOUGlIT l'11I311~ BACKS !rOULD BREAK, TiIEX VOLJED SOMEJIAY TO BUILD 
A !\CHINE TO END T H I 3  SORT OF TOIL."*** 

irVE WANT TO DO SOtllS GOOD WI'fll THIIS MACLIINEo IIE I iON'T DO ANY TO 

* 
** Inf'ormntion ohtnined from "Literar Digoet  Sopt. 6th, 1936 
*** A c t u a l  quotntion from article in 'Literary Digest" Sopt. 6th, 1936 

Doscription tnkon fcom "Literary Digest" Segt. Sth, 1938 
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TO ANY MAN VlI'fli I T 0  

M R e  BUCKBOARD 

EliOilt TUSTS ON 'I'tiIS nlK:11IHE IT VIAS ASCERTAINED THAT IT COULD 

IN SEWN !ANI) OjW HALF HOURS IT COULD STNIP AS MUCH COTTON AS 

SECOND3 UNDER FAVORAJ3I-E COIJDITIONS A TI70 Roll MACHINE COULD PICK A HALF B m  

110 TIIISSE THIlI(1.S; 

A N N G W  FIELD HANU COULD PICK IN AN ENTIRE ELEVEN WEEK 6EASONr 

k%OM TWO ACRES IN AI4 IlOUR AT A COST OF ONE DOLLAR AND FZFTY CENTS0 
SOMI3 PEOPLE \VI10 VERY OUTSI'OKENLY AGAINST IT. * 

F IRS T  P I C K  AN ACRE OF COTTON I N  AN HOUtto 

h l N 0  EXPERT 

rmr BUCKBOARD 

A C15RTAfll COUNTRY EDITOJt 

I .  

EVLJTUALLY TI113 hlITHfllE MIGflT N3lNCE COTTON To FIVE  CEZ!I'S A POUND, 
HELP THE UNITED STATES REGAIN I T S  EXPORT IARKET BU'I DISRUPT T I E  ECONOMY 
OF THE SOUTH AS DID ELI VfHITNEY'S COTTON OW, DESTROY TIIE SHAWCCROPPER 
SYSTEM, RENDER IDLE NB.rlRLY A MILL ION  NEGRO AND \IIiITE PICURS. ** 

(FLASH D W K  TO BLACk3OAR-D) 

N R o  BLACKBOARD 

\ l*LASlf TO DRo T A I T  BUTLER STNIDIHG 
TALKING TO 1 t U o  W E J ( T 0 )  

DR. BUTLER 
f, ' )  #I. 

THEltE h1LL BE NO S1CA.L IEVUI,UTfON. 
OVSH A 1WtXOI)  QI;' T I ~ N  10 TVIENTY YEARS EVEN IF IT WORKS, ONLY TliE 
BIG FARMS \/ILL DE ADLE TO AERMEB AFkDIID A PICKER. 
SMALL FARMS CAN USE TIEM IS ON A SHARE SYSTDI AND SOUT IE lW  FARMERS 
A M  NOT FAMILIAR (fIT11 T IIE PRACTICE OF ShUtL GIIAIN FARMERS VOIO GIVE TIiE 
TIUIESUEH WISER PNIT OF TEiEIR CROP f;DR H I S  SERVICES0 A COLUCTIVELY- 

TILE PICKER VIILL BE INTRODUCED 

THE ONLY WAY 

-- L 

* Statornent from Litorary Digest Sept. Skh, 1936. 
+* Ibido 
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THANK YOU* 

L -  

MR, CRUKP 

. '  

EVEN IF' I'L' WORKS, I'C DOES NOT MUIw THAT C0whlOr-I LABOR WILL DISWPEM 
FROM lIliE COTTON lcxEltg18, FdWdSo IT ijUULD G X W  TH$ENANTS JW OPPOKTU- 
t JITY TO GRUd NJD IiARVEST MORE Fl3ED CROPSO ** 

AUDIENCE 

H E C K B R  

IF' T IWY COULD C;RO\b AHD IfARVEST M O W  FEED CROPS ?ffBN COT'rOII 
PLCKIIJC: IS TM5N M A Y  E'ROU THEM W Y  UON'T THOSE NOT MN(III0 
ANY M O M Y  COTYO11 EKX PICKING NOlY 
FEED CROPS3 

* 
**  Ibid 

TUlW TO OROIlfNO AND HIU~VESTIIIU - 
* #  - -- 

Stotomefit from "Km" A p r i l  1937, page 229 
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( C )  TIIE L-UlDLOltD'3 STORE. 

MRe EXPERT 

RUT11 

h U 1 6  EXPERT . 

(A SIGH) 

PARDON ME, I ' M  NOT TALKINO AT ALL LIKE AN EXPERT, 

MRo EXPERT 

I'L1, BE TACTFUL.  
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PO\rnRS 

1T'S GX'L"l'Il4' hlOST slWO COOL ]FUR YOU POLITIC1 MJS AIIJ' T IT JACK? 

BILL CARNEY 

Ir DON'T IJEVEII OIT TOO COOL FOR JOE HERW~I TO 'LECTIONEER. 

(JOE I!l3RlIEN P SPITS IN T W S  TOVEo) 

2EKE JOHNSON 

- . DUDE HIBBARD 

YE110 MOST OF ' M e  

ZEKB 3011NSON 

YOU KIJO,, 2'lII; COU. TItY \iOULI) BE A LOT 
LESS Ob BOT11 OF' 'EM. ****** 

BET'I'EH OFF IF til3 NAD A LOT 

irELL, Tli15Y DOH' T RO'rIOSK MI;: NONE. VlIWf' DOES BOTHElt ME IS T1iEE 
NORI.IIERfJI3RS TIUT CObtE AROUND 1EW EVER SO OFfENo 

BILL CMlEY 

y l ~ ~ ~ ,  YEJl, I T ' S  'I'lilr: 1IOitTH TflAT'S MRONU UITli 23IE SOUTH. ******* ---- _.-_ - ___ _--.------_----- cI_---- 

f Charoctor bnsed on actuol mnn narnxo-ren, who i s  county 

*+ 
*** Bnssd on a tsnnnt on Ciiarlio Idaosengill's farm nmed Zeke Thompon 
*+** Chnracter basod o n  Dudley Hubbnrd who i s  nephow to Oran Hubbard. 
* * * * e  Chnracter brrsetl on 3.R. Gibson, n young prmo1-r boy, Zavalla, Texas4 ****** 
**+**** 

tnx  co l lootor ,  Atigolina County, Texas. 
Bnmd on mnn nmed F f i l l  Barnoa who i s  CL land-poor lnndlord, Tr in i ty  CO., Texaa 

Statcmont obtainad from Fred Atkinson, ghreveport, La., 
I n t o r v i e w  w i t h  "Southern Gentlemen on bus in Georgia. by Clemon White. 



JOHN 

JOHN 

(ItlDICATfNO IARo PXPERTo) ' 

F R U N D  OF €'A\I'So 

. -  

RUTH 

HOiiDY ATKIIlS, STILL SELLIN' TIinT ENGLIS1i IJEAT? 

ATKIHS 

YISS SIREF+---UJN.IiLEJiE I CAN PLACE IT. 

ZEKE JOHNSON 

HELL OF A NOTE THAT NE mVE TO SEIID TO ENGLAND TO G I T  OUT CI\NlJED MEAT. 

ATKINS 

3ESSE 



h i R e  ATKINSo  HE'LL BE BACK SOON, I I W K O N o  M R o  

POWERS 

VAL IIIDMHD'S IIUNllfN' THIS STORE Felt W BUSINESS WITH 
HUd NHEN HE: GETS BACK. 

B I L L  CARTIEY 

HE LEFr JESSE IIF;!IE TO CUIlWRT ALL TllJ3 CUSTOfdERS: GIVE 'EM RELIGION 
SU'S TlUY'LL PAY TlEIR BILLS. 

JESSE 

I T ' D  W YOU A LOT OF GOOD, M R q  CMUIEY, IF YOU'D GO LISTLN TO TIIE 
~fO1IL) OF THE LORD. 
GOOD 

YOU MIGIIT FIND SALVATION FOR YOUR SOUL. GOD IS 

BILL CARNEY 

DUDE H I B B W  

('rLllSB W I T I I  linTE. ) 

PEOPLE l;OULDlI'T IV,,U)tl Tlhl'l' BACM'JOOD W L I G I O U 3  STUFF I F  THEY W3RE 
BETTER EDUCATED, 

WE DOIJ'T NEEID NO DhT'l'ER EDUCATION, THEN TILAT RUN OFF TO SCIIOOL 
COLIE RACK HERE IXiJ3 TIIAT RYAN KID A ND s  TART IN  TEACIIITI' EVOLUTION, 

v 

DUDE IfIBllhRD 

EVOLUTION !tIlf' T AS BAD AS DROTIIER POUYo  

ZEKU JOIWSON 

JESSE 

MR RYAN ivAS BAD. 1IE EVEN TAUGHT TIMT JESUS CliRIST W l l s  A MONKEY MID MnlO 
UY HIS TAIL. 

TIDZ Lilll OUOlIT TO KEN' FIIOM U T T I N '  SUCH AS IiIM COME IN HERE. 

--- --- 
f Irioident. happaninl: near Lufkin, Texao e 
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I COULD 11' YOU t:r\VE US A CUtlTIUCTt IF \iS3 \WHE:H'T FVlKED TO BUY 
OFt CREDIT AT YOU]{ STORE. 

IF IT YM:;II~T ~ l ' i l n ~  I LIKED YOUR PAW, 1'1) PUT A NIGGER ON YOUR IUCE NEXT Y E ~ R ~  

f Conyrativtt p r i ooe  tnken from Thomoe, "Th3 Pli@t of the Shareoropper" p e  21 
** F i c t iMous  clie.rncter inspired by observation of  l ooa l  negro shareoroppera, 



I VIAN'J'S l o  GET n Iildlt STlUtXGlITEIIER AIW A SLlLD OF SON DELLY. 

JESSE 

VAL SAID riw TO UT YOU i i n v ~  NOTIIIN~ YOU OWE ON TILE LAST CROP. 

NEGRO 

BILL 

I T1fl:Eil 111r:l OFP MY PLACE BFXAUSE IE V I A S  SO DEEP IN DEBT S W D  
NEVE11 VJOIU( IT OUT6 

NEGRO 

HE rlI1J'T GOT lCNUUG1I W T  I TOOK HIM BECAUSE I COULDN'T GET ANYOME 
ELSE TO T m  TlUT \'(ILL T U C U R  HOUSE. 

NEW0 

I GOT SE~EIJ  L E  T U 3  U l l S o  

f ''J cormnon prnot ico  rmong the lr(ndlorc1a i a  to  choooa tonsnta by 
tho nmhr of ah i ld ron  they have.'' 
Enxfmxxor Eaotover, Bout Carolina. 

Stntement by R & o  Hruner, 



PUWERS 

HNLL YOU'w5 Al l  UPPITY IIIOGER, AIN'T YOU 

BILL 

GII' OUT OF HISKE, YOU WD DAM4 BUR-iIEADa 

1JEGRO 

AIH'T YOU C0Ni;A STAIJD hU3 NO FCRNISHI1IS'I 

JESSE 

H1;LL NO, O I T  OUT OF ilE1a0 

(1IRGl~U EX1 I zt IilJlilCIl~J~LY) 

POI'fERS 

(YO OSCAR, )  

AND N1lA'l"S ON Y O U  MIHD? 

OSCAR 

11"s ON MY STU;.IACI1e I GOT A MOST I'OYf' IUL hl1SE;lIY 111 1 3 ' 0  

POilERS 

'rou MANY DANANAS 

OSCAR 

IF I GIVE YOU BACK WIIAT'S LEFT OFl' HE B?NANERS WILL YOU GIVE 
hE Sol& TlIIlII? &'OR MY STOMACH? GOT MOST A DOZEN LEFT. 

1 

TJ'W THE Br.'!NNIhS BACK JESSE AND GIVE TlIB FOOL A BOX OF BICkIIBONATE 
OF' SODA, 

(JISSSE DUE3 SO AS------ 
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. .  

M H e  B R I T T  DON'T YOU IIAW ANY RECORD OF WHAT'S COMING? DON'T YOU 
HAVE I'r DO?'rN IN BLACK AND i'lIilTB SOhEkIHERE? 

B R I T T  

THE LANDLORD KEEPS ALL THE RilCORDSg OF UHAT HEPS k7JRNISLIEU US. 
THBN HE HAS THE SELLIN' OF Tm CROP AND REWS THE RECORD ON HOW 
MUCH IT BHOUGHT~ \]E GOT 'IO TAKE HIS WOHDo 

b I R 0  EXPERT 

BUT YOU KNOYf \WAT FURNISHED YOU? 

B R I T T  

ABOVT DHAT'S XH USUALo 
AND HALF THE FERTIL12ERo WE FVfFJISH THE LABOR AND HALF' THE FZRTILIZERo 

THE LAND, THIS HOUSE, WOOD, TOOLS, A MULE 

M R a  EXPERT 

ML4T DO YOU OWE HIM FOR? 

. BRITT 

THE CLOTHES TIE BOUGHT ON CREDIT AND THE FOOD WE GOT DO;'tN TO HIS STORE0 

E l 0  EXPERT 

YOU'Vd GOT A SIGNED COIITJUCT, OF COURSE TO U SURE THAI! EVERYTHING'S 
ON THE LEVEL ON BOTH SXDE3'l 

' 

BRITT 

NO. VERY FI3'r.I TENANTS HAVE. THE LANDLORD CONTROLS THE NHOLE TUINf 0 

IF A TENANT DON'T LI1B IT, HE CAN MOVE4 

(\VORlUE D) 

IF POW3RS DON'T C O I E  OUT WELL AREAD TONIGHT AT SETTLIN' Op TIME, 
UYBl3 'IYE'LL HAVE TO CdOVEa ALTHOUGH I HATE TO. 

TELL HIM YOU VJON'T CONSIDER MOVIN' 0 

B R I T T  

MYBE NE TfOIJ'T HAVE TO EVEN CONSIDER IT, 

WORK I T  OFF. 

MAYBE WE ARE IN DEBT SO MUCH 
TO POliERS THAT OUH HALF THE CHOP \rON'T COVER I T  AM) IVE HAVE To STAY TO 

I HOPE NOT, THOUGH. 

RUTH 

PA~J,  DON'T LET HIM PUT ANYTHIN' OVER ON YOU. STAND UP FOR YOUR RIGHTS, 
M R o  EXPERT YlXLL TELL YOU WHAT YOU SHOULD HAVE. 
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JOHN 

WELL, I'M GOIN'  TO SPEAR UP IF THERPS ANYTHIN' WRONG ABOUT THE 

SUHT OF KEPT A CWER EYE ON THINGS THAN PAN I w s o  
SET'I'UMEIIT, A M H O W 0  I'M NOT GOIN' TO LET I T  PASS UNNOTICED. I'VE 

(LINHIE LEE cous IN.) . 

LALLY 

WHY YOU BEEN? 

L INN IE  LEE * t  
r1074 i d  

JUST OUT, MAH. DON'T ClORRYo I AIN'T BEEN UP TO A M W I N ' &  

MRe EXPERT 

GOODBYE 0 

FOR AVl'HILEo 

. 
RUTH 

* 

(JOHN, BRITT AND MR. EXPERT EXEVrn,) 

LALLY 

(CALLING OFF TO BRITT.) 

BE CAREFUL HOti YOU llALK TO MR. FOftERS, PAW6 W DON'T WANT TO HAVIE TO MOVE. 

(TO L I N N I E  LEE) 

WELL CHILD, Y M T  YOU SO HAPPY ABOUT? 

RUTH 

DON'T TELL US YOU k4VE A BOY FRIEND, LINNIE LEE? 

DAVE 

(STARTS T 0 SING)  

"OH FRANKIE AND LINNIE HERE LOVERS 
AND OH, HOiY THOSE TirO COULD LOVE." 

( SHOWINCI) 

SHUT UP, DAVE. 

(IlER I N T E N S I T Y  FItICIiTENS H L M a  
SIEENTo RUTH AND DAVE LOOK AT EACH OTHER.) 

HE FALLS 

LINNIE LEE, W O K  AT MEt 



( T I M  CHILD, TIIE3dBLfIIG, T R E S  TO WET HER EXEc) 

YOU AIN'T DoIil3 NOTHIN' I TOLD YOU NOT TO Do? 
IJOTHIW YOU'RE A S W E D  OF? 

LINNIE D E  

\\HY SHOULD I BE ASHAMED OF IT? 

LALLY 

LIIJNXE LEE1 

LINNIE  LEE 

(LEVELLY) 

FRANK33 AND ME GOT MARRIED FIRST. 

LALLY 

OH MY GOD1 THAT'S NOY THUEI NOBODY WOULD MARRY A BABY LIKE YOU4 

LINHIE LEE 

FLOYD BEtJLOW MARRIED US. 
OF HIS POCKET AND bRRRU3D US I N  THE FIELDS. 

HE STOPPED PLX)iIIN' AND TOOK H I S  BOOK OUT, 

I SAID I WAS NUIETEEN. 

LALLY 

FLOYD KNO'dS BETTER, 

LXNNLIZ LEE 

THAT'S WHAT HE TvLD ME TO L Y  UHEN &in ASKED. 

. LALLY 

hh71 DID HE DO IT? 

LWNIE LEE 

FRANKIE GAVE HIM A4 Ix)LLARa 

LULY 

THAT'S NO LIARRIAGEo 
AND THE BOYS IffLLT$ND TO HIM. 

I F  FWUlKIE CONES AROUND HERE AFTER YOU, PAW 

L INN IE  LEE 

BUT MAN. FRMKIE  AND KE'S BEEN TOGETmlIe 

* Based on aocountn of oh i l d  marriage6 among the sharecropper80 
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(LALLY STARTS TO CRY.) 

AW MAIV, WW'T TAKE ON SO0 I DID IT TO JmLP YOU ALL0 FTUNKIE CAN 
LOOK AFTER ME AND YOU'LL HAVE ONE LESS MOUTH TO FEED. IF IT YIASN'T 

YEARS. BUT F W K I E ' S  SHARECROPPIN' On HIS O'JIN AND----- 
SO HARD HERE WITH SO MANY YOUNG'WIIS, I WOULD HAVE WAITED A FEN MORE 

(LINNIB LEE GTARTS TO CRY. 
TAKES HER IN HER ARMS AND THEY CRY 

LALLY 

TOGETHER. ) 

(DOOR OPEIIS AND F'MNKIE E N T E R S 0  HE IS A 
GAVKY STUPID-LOOKING BOY IN OVERALLS, RAGGED 
AND UNKE%lI'Ta ABOUT 21,) 

I WANT MY WOMEPSo 

COME IN, FRANKIEo IT'S ALL RIGHT0 I TOLD THU!. 

F W K I E  

(NO ANSWER. 
TO T H B  OTHER.) 

LINNIE LEE LOOKS FROM OM3 

LINNXE LEE 

JUST A SECOND, FRANKIE, I'LL GET MY STUFF. IT'S ALL TOGETHER 
mRE e 

(SUE GETS A EIJJfiSPAPER WRAPPED BUNDLE 
FRCM UNDER THE BED,) 

GOODBYE, RUTH. 

(SIiE KISSES HER SISTER.) 

DAVE 0 

(11E TUItNS H IS  HMD, 8EIN KISSES 

LIKE 1vJ IDIOT. )  
I i fS CIiE:EEe FRlWKIE STANDS BY GRINlJIlJG 

TELL PAW AND 3Ou1Jo 

(LALLY MID LINlJIE LEE EMBRACE. 4 

LIIWIE LEE FOLJDlfS FRlWKLB OUT 
AFTER A LAST TEhiHDUL W O K  AT HER 
FMIILY 0 ) 

LALLY 

(SITS AT THE TABLE WEEPING.) 

SILE \';As SUCH A SWEET YOUNO'UN~ ALWAYS 
ONLY YESTERDAY SIlE lOAS A BABY, 

DOIN' FOR EVERYOIIE ELSE. 
AND NOVG-TO START SO EARLY TO 



I 

Y 
P, 
Y cc 
0 
m .  

P , !  
rt 

liORK AND SUFFER0 

(LEVELLY) 

SHIPS BEEN WORKIN' SINCE SHE HAS SIX. 

(LALLY BURSTS Wl'O VIOLENT SOBS.) 

DON'T MnYfe  

(SUE PUTS HNH ARMS AROUND HER AND TIiE 
TI10 WOhfE:N SOB TOGETHER.) 

DAVE 

(WOKS FROM ONE TO THE QTIiERr 

IN AUATTEMYT TO HI%€', SOhEHOlT, HE 
TAKES HIS IIILRMOHICA FROM HIS POCgET 
AND VERY SOFTLY STARTS TO FLAYS 
"Nobody Knows The Trouble I've S e e d  ) 

EW3ARIUSSED &ID Ul?EASYI FINALLY, 

BUCKOUT 0 



SCENE FOUR (B) 

TITLE# THE TENJQIT FAIMER AND ECOIIOMICS 

(B)  SETTLIN' UP TIME. 

(LIGl"S UP 011 111. PROJECTED I S  THE FRONT I 

AND C O L W l S  OF A DELAPIJIATED FLANTATXOH 
MANSION. OVERSEER SITS BFJiIND TABU; WITH 
A CIGAR BOX CONTAIIIINO MONEY IN FIIONJ! OF 
HIM. PONERS SITS NEXT TO OVERSEER6 TWRE 
IS A LAHGE LEDGER, OPENED, ON THE TABLE 
BEllORE THE MENO PO\VERS AND THE OVERSEER 
AIE: SETTLING UP ACCOUNl'S WITH T € E  IT'HITE 

' AND NEGRO TENANTS.) b 

FIRST NEGRO 

I 'dAN'l3 TO LEAVE, MRO POWERS. 

OVERSEER 

(RISING IN ANGER.) 

NO USE TO APPEAL TO M R o  POWERS. I ' M  THE OVERSEER HERE AND 
HE BACKS ME UP. YOU WE FIVE DOLLARS AND YOU'LL WORK HERB 
TIL YOU MAKE IT U P 0  * 

FIRST NEGRO 

( DISFIAI~LY) 

I MADE TEN BEUS OF COTTON. DIDN'T GET CREDIT FOR THAT MUCH AT 
THZ TORE. HO\V COME YOU SAYS I OWES? 

OVERSEER 
8 

SHUT UP, YOU BLACK BASTARD4 
FIVE DoLwlRs AND KEEP YOUR MOUTH SHUT& 

YOU'LL STAY HERE AND V'0R.K OUT THAT 

mST NEGRO 

(DEATEN) 

(IvI\LBS AWAY DEJSCTEDLY 0 )  

OVERSEER 

(LOOKS UP AND RECOGNIZED TI113 
SECOND NEGRO AI'PROACHINU. CON+ 
SULTS THE LEDGER.) 

LET'S SEE, LONHIE0 YOU PAID A3 YOU WENT AXDNO FOR HOST TIUNGSr 
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BW D Y  TIIN TIME WE TOOK OUT TDR);ERTILIZER AND MULING, THERE WASN'T 
ENOUGH TO PAY FOR TIM MULE YOU BOUGHT. SO YOU OW US==-=- 

SECOND NEGRO 

(SQUIRMING) 

YASSUHr BUT THE 'GREEMEIJT WAS I WA8 TO FURNISH MYSELF' AND GIT 
HALF OF 1WLT I W a  * 

OVERSEER 

YOU' RE GETTIN' T I~O -THIRM WT YOU BELLY-ACHIN' ABOUT? 

SECOND NEGRO 

BUT, MISTAH lIILSON, I I S  DUE MO'EN TWO I'SE DUE ONE HALF4 

POWERS 

(REMOVING UIS  CIGAR.) 

YOU'RE GETTIN '  MORE'N HALF NOW, YOU'RE GETTIN' TWO*T I I IRDSo  

SECOND NEGRO 

OVERSEER 

GET UUT OF HERE, YOU MMMMEB GOD DAMNED FOOL, 

(NEGRO LEAVE'S DEJECTEDLY PASSING 
BRITT ,  JOHN AIJD MR. EXPERT \VU0 
AIU JUST ENTERING. 
FN4l.ER I S  THE NEXT IN LINE,) 

RUSSEL, A 17HITE 

ALL RIGHT, RUSSELL, LET'S SEE. 'CORDIN' TO THE BOOKS, YOU'RE 
ANOTIBR HIRIDRED DOLLARS I N  DEBT THIS YEAR. 

RUSSELL 

YXSSXRo MOST OF IT WAS FOR BURIAL  EXPENSES THOUGH. 

OVERSEER 

BUT I T ' S  STILL A DEBT. 

POIrnRS 

HObV KWY CHILDREN YOU GOT LEFT, RUSSELL? ** , 

* ** 
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OVERSEER 

AND ONE OF THEM'S UNDER VfELW, AIN'T SHE? 

RUSSELL 

YESSIRo BUT SIE'S A HARD OlORKER FOR A YOUNG'UNO 

OVERSEER 

. bd M H O  POiiERS, I WN'T f h  TIiINK RE OETTER KEEP 1. 
RUSSELL. LIE'S A LIABILfTYo I DON'T THINK HE'LL EVER 
\iORK OUT OF IT, 

J 

RUSSELL 

Milo POIiERS0 IF HAL DIDN'T DIE, WE'D A DONE A LOT BETTER. HE 

TOOK THE: SFUNK OUT OF TIiE REST OF THEM TOO.. 
WAS BETTER TO \'IOiX THAN T HE OTHER YOUNG'UNS 0 HIM 

POWERS ' 

C t \ t \  
YOU RECKON YOU CAN iVORK HARDER NEXT YEAR? 

RUSSELL 
CA It /  

YESISR, YESSIR .  I KlJOlY WE C A N 0  MY OLD LADY WAS KINDA PUNY A W T  
LAST SPRING BUI' SHE'S GETTIN' U140 ALL RIGHT NOW. 

OVERSEER 

YOU S d l I l I  ALL TEUT LUT YEAR, RUSSELL. YOU SArI THAT NIGGER \WILE 
AGO THAT SZJD HE 
hXOUGH TO GET OUT O F  DEBT BUT I T ' S  DIFFERENT WITH A VIHITE W w o  * 
IT M N ' T  EASY TO GET A WHITE MNI TO YlORK FOR BACK DEBTS. I THINK, 
MYSELF, THAT YOU BETI'uK kLIdu AJUTHER P U C E .  

:IANTED TO LEAVE? WELL, VlE CAN MAKEl HIM WORK HARD 

(DESPERATELY) 

BUT HAL DISD BECAUSE IB DIDN'T GET ENOUGH TO EAT0 HE CRIED :ILL THE 
TIME CAUSE HE Vf.S MnlGRYo 
YOU MAKE US-=-d-- 

WE'LL BE HUNGRIER THAN EVER EFORE IF 

OVERSEER 

ALL N G H T  I F  YOU SAY 1300 
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WAIT A MIJJUTE, 

I 

RUSSELL 

(GRATEFULLY) 

TIWJK YOU, hW0 PO\VERSo MUCH OBLIGED TO YOU. 

POWERS 
1 

SEE IF YOU CAN'T COhG OUT BETTER NEXT YEAR, RElXlWS 

YOU ON HEM, BUT A LANDLX)RD HAS TO TAKE CARE OF HIS Ob'iN, l . 3 ' 3 '  
HUSSUL.  I MAY ItOT Bi3 DOIN' THB RIGH'T THING BY KEI3PIN' 

IF HE M)aS (20 111 THE H O B 0  YOW'VX B E k 3  WITH US A LONO TJME, TOO. * 
RUSSELL 

THANK YOU. THANK YOU. 

(EXITS.) 

OVERSEER. 

(TO TID3 THIRD NEGRO VHO IS 1EXT 
W LINE.) 

NXGGEH. 

(NEGRO' STEPS mm.) 
f'iHAT DO YOU TiNJT, BRITT? 

B U T T  

I mwr TU SETTLE up WEN rr coms MY TURN, JOHN mm, NANTS 
TO TALK TO YOU, TOO. 

I'LL TAKE YOU Nod, BRITTO 

(CONSULTS BOOK,) 

LST'S SEE. YOU GOT NUETY-F IVE  WLLARS COMIN' TO YOU FROM 
THE YE All' S r t O R K 4  

JOHN 

IT 'S MORE THAI? THAT, M H O  W L S O N O  

OVERSEER I 

, 
ME ANI) YOUR PAV VffLL SETTLE THIS, JOHN0 

BRITT 

ME AND JOIN FIGGERED THIS OUT llfE XE OTHER NIGHT AND I'fE BOTH 
THOUGliT THEKE'D BE A COOD B IT  ltEEB OVER ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS. 



OVEIISEER 

KEMLWER \'VI3 HAD TO HIRE EXERA COTTON Y I C W K S  TO GET YOURS OUT4 . 

JOHN 

THAl"S PROOF T I W  THE CROP W A S  LARGE. 

POWERS 

BRITT,  I PASSEl) ALOlIc) BY THE RON) YESTERDAY ANI) I NOTICED YOU 
KELP THE FENCE ROYIS AND BRANCHES CLEAN, f LIKE TEAT. 

BRITT 

YiGSIRe 1 AL\VAYS TREAT ANOTHER MAN'S LAND LID IT WAS MY O\WO 
EVEN THOUGH I K.llO;i I'LL NOT GET A W E D  THING FOR IT 0 

OVERSEER 

BRITT'S THE BEST 1M.N TIUT i t 3  GOT, Mile POWERS BUT U'S PRETTY LlARD TO 
GET ALONG \ifTII, SOfdE OF THE FELLERS SAY. HE DOES A SMART LOT OF . 
TALKIN' NJD HX llhs A LOT OF SNOOPIN' FRIENDS. 

(HE GLARES AT M R e  EXPERT.) 

BRITT 4' 

I WORK HARD, 
AND DON'T MAKE NO BONES ABOVT I T 6  THAT'S THE ONLY LUXURY I HAVE. 

THY TO PAY MY DEBTS. X SAY AND THINK WHAT I PLEASE 

OVERSEER 

WELL, I 'LL GIVE YOU CmIIIT FOR NINETY*FIVE DOLLAR3 ON !IlB BOOKS 6 

OUll BOOKS SAY TIMT'S DUE YOU AND NO MORE. 

BRITT 

IF IT ' S  ALL THE S M E  TO YOU, I'LL TAKE THE CASH FOR THE FULL AMOUNT. . 

PONEW 

LET'S .GIVE H M  THE CASU, F'lW?Ko 

OVERSEER 

ALL RIGEIT. 

JOHN 

COPY 
from 

MOHEY TO HIS FATHER.) 

MR POWRS,  WE'VE TALKED IT OVSR AND PAY/ THINKS I OUGHT TO START 
OFF ON MY OWN0 I WANT TO TRY TO GET MARRIED---- 

(GUF'FAVI FROM MEN.) 
. .  

YOU DON'T - TRY TO Gi3T bl.4RR.IEDo IT'S LIKE JUMPIN' I N  THE L A K E 0  YOU DO IT 
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OH YOU DON'T w) I T .  

JOHN 

WOULD YOU-----IfELL, I ' D  L I K E  TO T A W  THE SIM'S PLACE L I K E  YOU SAID, 

POVIERS 

"HAT'S E'INE, JOHN. YOU'RE A HARD WORKER, I K N 0 ; V o  I'LL TUIUI I T  OVER TO YOU4 

JOHN 

I ' D  LIKE I?UR YOU TO GIVE ME A CONTRACT, bM0 POIU3RSo JUST SO THEW 
W N ' T  BE, NU F'USSIW A B O W  HELP AND FERT IL IZ ER  AND THING3 L I K E  THAT, 

I DON'T GIVE C O N T W T S ,  BOY4 * 
JOHN 

I'LL HAW TO IL4W OlJE IF I TAKE THE PLACE. 

POfl-ERS 

(ANGRY) - . 

YOU MEAN YOU W N ' T  THINK I ' M  UONEST? 

JOHN 

I DIDN'T SAY THAT. BUT As A MATTER O F  BUSINESS---- 

PaCVERS 

BY GOD YOU'RE TIIINKIN' IT, GET OFF MY PLACE AND DON'T SET FOOT 
ON MY LAND AGAIN0 

BRITT 

WAIT A MINUTE, MRO POWRS. JOUN DIUN'T bBAN THAT LIKE IT SOUNDED. 

JOIW 

I irON'T TAKE T U  PLACE AND I i1ON'T FiORK ON PAWS PUCE 
U N U S S  YOU PUT EVERYTHIN' DOIiH I N  \V RITIN' 0 

PQWRS 

GIT THEN. 

JOHN 

ALL RIGHT. 
r 
P, (TUIWS TO LEAVE.) 

--- - --- 
* Incident f'urniehed by Fred'Hownrd author cf' three-act p l n  roduced by University o f  Worth Carolina entitled "8hareoropper i r p  
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Y ,  
0 
b. 

BRITT 

DON'T GET TOU IldUTY, JOHN. 

JOHN 

I ' M  STICKIN' BY W A T  I SAID.  

PO\(ERS 

GITl AND WW' T COME BACK TILL YOU C W G B  YOUR MIND 

JOHN 

I tTO1J'T CHrWGE I T  TILL HULL FREEZES OVER, YOU COMIN' W I T H  h, PAW? 

BRITT  

FJAIT  A MINUTZ, SON. 
MRo POttERS? HE'S RIGIE  BENT ON U V I N '  ONE0 

CAN'T YGUi'TRY HIh¶ ON A CONTRACT FOR ONE YEAR, 

JOHN 

NO, BY COD, NO TENNIT  OF MINE'S GOIN' TO DICTATE TO 
GET OUT I F  YOU )%ANT TOO 

(PAUSE)- 

ALTHOUGH YOU COULD blAYBE MAKE A GOOD CROP ON THE S'IM'S PLACE0 

blOSTr A IN 'T  THAT SO, BRITT. 
YOU WON'T GET NO CONTRACT NOWHERE AND I'M A BETTER LANDLORD THAN . 

BRITT  

YES, h 4 R o  POtiERSo 

POVIERS 

I MIGHT TAKE YOU BACK, JOHN, I F  YOU C W O E  YOUR MIND0 

JOHN 
, 

IF I DO, IT'LL BE BISCAUSE I LIKE TO F W o  

MRSo VAN KEITH * 
(RUNS IN V ! H "  A SHOTGUN WHICH SHE 
FOIN'PS AT PoIll3RSo) 

YOU MOULDN'T L ISTU TO ME BEFORE BUT YOU GOT TO LISTEN NOW. 

PWf ERS 

GRAB THAT GUN, ifESLEY, 

THIRD HECRO 

MAYBE IT SHOOTS, OAP'No 
-- -- * Actual ~ m e  reported by Durham Sun, Deoember tf 21, 19% The 

woman, M r b .  Van Keith i s  a Durham oounty w h i t e  woman. 
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LUIS 0 @AN KEITH 

I AI IJ 'T  GOIN' 
YOU TO LISTEN 'l'0 LlY COblYL'IINTSo MY BOYS rfOlKED YOUR LAND 
AND 1JAI)L A GOOD CROP 
NOTHIN' YOU SAY T W Y  W E  YOU. 

TO HURT YOU NONE, LANDLORD, I JUST 'lVANT 

FOR YOU AND NOIT YOU VON'T PAY T W  
- - 

OVERSEEXi 

t 

I 

WE FURNISHED YOU---- 

MIS, VAN K E T I H  
A 

I GOT A FAMILY OF TEPI CHILDREN* 
ALL YEAR. WE' RE TENANTS OF YOURS J d R & o  PCnYERS 0 THERE' 8 A RULE 
YOU GOT TO FURNISH US AND G I V E  US ENOUGH CREDIT FOR FOOD. NOW 

BE ABLE TO CHEAT J\Ry MORE PEOPIIEo 

THEY AIN' T Ip E3?OUGH T 0 EAT 

YOU GONIJA PAY MY BOYS ; IHN! 'S  M C O M I N '  TO THEN OR YOU AIN'T GONNA 

(SUDDENLY 'MlO\VS OUT HIS ARM ATID GUII 
JUMPS IN T1D3 AIR AND FALLS TO THE GROUND. 
IIE O W S  THE I Y O W ' S  U M S r )  

WESLY# YOU AND SLUMBER HELP ME TAYLE HEZ TO JAIL * ' 

POWERS . 
BY O D ,  I'LL BE GLAD 

'fHEIVIN' BUWCH 011' TElJAN'fS, liHITE AND BLACK A L I K E 0  

WIEN WOSE RUST BROTHEM BEGIN SELLIN' 
TH!M hMCHINES0 I'LL BUY ME A COUPLA AND GET R I D  OF THE YMOLF: 

(TO HI.  EXPERT.) 

X'bl GLdD YOU HuZPPLWED TO COME SNOOPIN' AROUND TODAY0 NOH YOU 
S l i ; ~  WIUT I ' M  UP AGAINST, YOU TELL 'EM UP fl? WASIiINGTON WHAT 
WPPEIJED HERB TODAY NW ASK T U  I F  T i B Y  CAN'T 00 ANYTHIN' 
FOR US LANDLORDS0 VIE'RI!: GETTIN' &IGUTY TIRED OF mil3 YffiOLE TIIINGo - 

BLACKOUT 0 

* Mrs, Vnn Keith was arrested and thrown into jnil. 
12th, 1938, the court o f  Durham County granted her a continuation 
o f  prayer for judgommt;. 

O n  Docembor 
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SCENE FOUR (C )  

TITLES T U 3  TENANT FllRIdER AND ECONOMICS - 
. ( 0 )  Tm UPPER CRUST 

(LICIITS UP 014 111. PROJECT1011 OF 
IN !'ERIOIt OF POVERS DECADENT PLANTA- 
TIOH HOUSE. m, AND M R o  EXPERT 

~ T E R . )  

I ASlUD YOU TO COLE IN HERE, 'SIB, SO I COULD HAVE A TALK 

ME BECAUSE I REFUSED MR CHJLRITY. LIKE YOU To SEE MY 
SIDE OF IT. 

HITH YOU. YOU SEE \MnT HAPFENS. VOMAN JUST TRIED TO SHOOT 

HAVE A CHAIR, MR------ 

fl 

MR. EXPERT 

&VERT. ELDERT Q o  EXPERT. 

PO\iERS 

ODD NM!E. 

(CALLS OFF) 

OCEOLA? 

kaR. EXPERT 

LOVELY IIOUSE. 

YES, IT WVAS ONCE0 

OCEOLA 
4 

(NEGRO SERVANT IN DIRTY WHITE 
COAT ENl'ERSo) 

POWERS 

AlINT JULEPS # OSCEOLB e 

(OSCEOLO EXITS. 
UT'RETTON ) 

POWERS NODS IN HIS 

I PAY HIM Tit0 DOLLARS d \YEm AND KEEP0 €B'S TSN TIMES BETTER - 

OFF THAN M Y  NIGGER IN T HX FIELDS0 NOFII IS THERE ANYTHIN& YOU'D 
LIKE TO ASK? 

I 

. 

I 

I 
I 



POI'IERS 

NEARLY A THOUSAND AAClUSe NINE HUNDRED I N  CULTIVATIONe 

MRo EXPERT 

HOif ARE MOST OF THE LANDLORDS IN THIS PART OF T U  COUNTRY 
GaTl'ING U N G ?  

I IiBPRESENT TIN AVERAGE Lhm)IDRDo MAYBE A LITTLE MORE LAND THAN 
SO!& I 'M  FARMIN' TO MAKE A LXVIN' LIKE THE OTIIERS. BUT WE'RE NOT 
MAKIN' A LIVW' 0 WE'RE JUST EXISTIN' * 

(ENTER OCEOIA  WITH MINT JULF2So 
HE SERVES THlM AND MITSe) 

MR. EXPERT 

ARE YOU BREAKING EVElJ? 

POlOERS 

HARDLY. ** 
M R O  EXPERT 

HOii MUCII DOES I T  COST TO RAISE A POUND O F  COTTON? 

POWER3 

AT LEAST TiVELVE CENTS. I'VE BEEN GETTIN '  EIGHT. *** 
M R o  EXPERT 

HOif DO YOU MANAGE TO KEEP GOING? 

BY IJ3TTIN' OUR HOUSES ROT DOWN, OUR BARNS GO UIJPUEDD, OUT TOOLS 
WEAR OUT AND BY H W N '  OLD CIX)TIiESo 

/ EXPERT ', /' 

IF THAT'S T B  PLIGIIT OF TIE  LANDUlRD, \VHAT CllANCE HAS A TENANT FARMER 
OF RISING? 

POiIERS 

RISIfJG TO VIHATT 

M R 0  EXPERT 
TO BE A LAND OWNER0 

* 
*+ Ibid 
*** Ibid 

Hearings before 8 suboonrmittee on kr iau l ture  and E'ore&ry, 
United Stat08 Senate, 76th oongresa, Seoond ses~ion, part 9 
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POWEZS 

AS biUCIi CIWCE AS A SNOilBALL I N  IIELLr 

I UUDERSTAND THAT NEARLY 70$ OF THE FARMERS I N  THIS SECTION dW3 TENANTS. 

MRo BLACKBOARD 
PPI  

MISSISSI/TOPS  TI^ LIST---- 

W O ' S  THAT? 

M R r  EXPERT 

FELLOW THAT WORKS Vf f T H  0 

POVfERS 

ASK  HIM IN. 

M R o  EXPERT 

COME: IN, BEE BEE. 

(ENTER MR. BLNKBOARD 
MAN WITIi C H X K  DUST ON HIS D A M  CLOTHES.) 

A HANDSOM3 SCHOLARLY 

MRo PO\IERSo IdR. BEE BEE BMCJLBOARDO 

POI'IERS 

ODD IJAbIE. 

(CALLIHO OFF) 

ANOTllER JULEY, OCEOLA. SIT domN SIR. 

(AS BEE BEE SITS.) 

YOU WErn SAYUJ'? 

MHO BLACKBOARD 

IiXSSISSU-'PI TOPS T W  LIST WITH h 70$ OF I T S  FARbIE1:S BEING TENdUU'So * 
AND TILE FEDERAL LAND BANK U S  86% OF PfE FARMS UNDER MORTGAGE. ++ 

POWERS 

SO THAT M N U S  HOST OF US LANDIBRDS TENATITS, TOO. 

I' 

M R 0  EXPERT 

\ M I  DO YOU TRINK OUGliT TO BE DONE TO HELP THE LMDKIRDS AND TENANTS OUT? 
a HeRr&igTbo'fbre a Subaommittee o n i c % i i t u r e  and Forestry, mted -- 

State8 S o n d e ,  76th ooiigress8 2nd Seesion. Part 9, p. 1383 
'** Ib id po 1386 
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EETdElDJ YOU AtU) Mk;:, I DON' T KNOIL I THOUGHT T W  D \YOW OUT OF THIS 
DEPHESSIONo I TUOUGHT COTTON 1fOULD GO UP AND NE'D BE ON OUR FEET 

MR. BLACKBOARD 

AGAIN0 I T ' S  GO'f J3E YIONDERIN' NOVlr 

(OCEOLA ENTEJIO, SERVES 
\VITU JULEP AWD EXITS a )  

1 ?dR o  EXPERT 

(;O\IEIU?lJENT ULP YOU NIY? 

POWER3 

WWRNEIEWT WLPS MY TENANTS----TO BE TRIF'LIN' NID M Y o  FAYS ME TO 4 

PLANT COTTON, YOUR FRIEND, EVBERT BR ITT  WORKS FORTY 
ACWS 111 COTTON, GOViiRNMLVT TOLD IiIU HE COULDN'T RAISE BUT TEN. HI3 
VIORKEI) HARD &ID COT OUT T N E L V E o  -4IiOTHER ONE OF L6p TENANTS )VIIS L M Y  AND 
HIM AIiD 111s STRAPPLUJ' BOYS SET 011 TILEM FANIJIES FOR A VIIIOLE Y E A R 0  

COVERZTMENT TOLDTHWd THLT COULD RAISE TEN. 

COTTON T-4GSo T U T  FELu)rI GET FIkTY DOLLAM FOR NOTlILN' 0 

PAYS TIIHff NOT TOO 

THEY RAISED EIGHT0 I N  ORDER 
TO SELL HIS,  BRITT HAD TO GIVE Up F'IFTY DOLLARS TO TIM FELfxlW FOR H I S  

* 

* 
MRo EXPERT 

DO MOST OF YOUR TUIANTS FARM ON HALVES? 

POVCERS 

THLY'W SPOSE.1 TO GET HUFa JlMTTER O F F A C T ,  THEY GET ALL OF IT AND 
IdOW TOO. I tYISIi G0VERIJbl:ENT WOULD PASS A Mi7 SAYIN'  ALL OF IT I S  ALL 

DONATIONS OUT OF MY 01fN POCKET. +* 
THLT GET. TlUM AIITEII T W G B T  TIIlS CROP, I WOULDN'T TO BE MAKIN' 

(ENTER TOM P0;IERS) 

OH MY SON, TOM, CONE IN, BOY0 

TON 

(SEMIMI HANDS) 

RIGHl' GLAD TO MZET YOUo 

POtrERS 

Told's BEdN ATTENDIN' AGRINORA A 

TOM 

\;HAT FOR, PAW 0 

POfrnRS 

YiANT YOU TO CHAtiGE SCHOOLS. 

t ¶ R o  EXF'ERT, IdY SON0 M R o  BLACKBOARDo 

ALLED HIM Homo 

C O W  

76th Congress, 2nd 8ession Part P7, po 1031 



_ _  .. , - - ., . --. -?..,- c . - t  -I..- 

TOM 

I ;?ANT YOU TO BE SOLIETHIN' BETTER THAN A FARbBRo I WANT YOU TO 
STUDY SOidETIIIN' YOU CAN GET SOHEIVHERB W I T H 0  

TOM 

DUT I LIKE SCIEIJTIFIC FARMINO AND I WANT TO GO ON0 

POI'IERS. 

I ' D  RATIER SHOOT YOU THAN LET YOU BE A FARMER. * FARl'+lIN'S NOT A 
CiBJTLEMEN'S BUSINESS ANYMORE0 GOT SO A NAN AIN 'T  FW3E TO FARN LIKE 
)IE WANTS TOO 

TOM 

THE GOVWWdENT'S BEOINIlIN(3 TO REAL IZ E  TH.AT TH13ilE*S NEED FOR PLIWNINb. 
I F  I T  PLANI4El, THE WHOLE THIN G  OUT8 SAID HO'J MUCH VIAS NEEDED 
MUCH EACH lWl COULD RAISE---- 

AND HOW 

- POWER3 

THEW YOU GO SPOU'fIN' OFF AT THE MOUTH, 
AIG HOT-HEADED BUDDIES 0 

YQU AND M R 0  ROOSEVELT 

TOM 

YOU ADdIT YOURSELF YOU'RE IN A TIGHT FIX0 

SU lU  VIE NIEo "hlR. ROOSEVELT AND THE DMNEU YANKEES ARE SENDIN' 
. THIS COUNTRY TO HELL. "** 

TOM 

I F  T I E  C;OVEWmNT OR SOME DBIGNAXEi;D AGENCY PLANBEI) TIiE SOUTH'S$ 
THE IIHOLE NATION'S FARMING PHOCRAM, WE'D HAVE A DIFFERENT STORYI 

9. 
(STANDING) 

MY DADDY PLXlMED OUTTHERE MANY A q A Y  PIITH TEB MUD SQUdSHINa BEIT97ELW 
HIS TOES ** AND TIIE SUIl BLISTERINQ HIS BACK. !iHEN I YfAs YOUNGER, X 

WEMBERS ALL THAT? 
USED TO \,OM I N T  €€E FIELDS WITH MY TElUNTSo YOU Z l iXNK  THE GOVERNMEMI 

THE DAY OF T B  PIOmER IS WELL WNO PAST. SO IS THE DAY OF SOUTBBRN 

* *  Statmont made by annnymour aoubhern gentleman on bu6 from Cblumbla 
t o  MRUOn Ooorgia. * ** Ope C i t o  Part 9 p o  1383 

I 

* From interview with  L d l o r d  Hmer o f  South Carolina. 
-88- 
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GENTILITY.  
YOURSELF FINE HOldES AND RVED THE EARTH. THEN ALL OF YOU FELL FIGHTING 
MONO YOURSELVES. YOU BUILT  UP A FEONAGE SYSTW OF LABOR FOR YOUR OW 
CONVENJLENCE AND Na7 YOU'RE STUCK MITH IT. . I 'M FDR PLANNED ECONOMY 
AND A NE37 S P I R I T  OF OOLOPERATIO1~~ 

YOU C A U  fiERB FROM ENGLAND, BROKE THE WILDERNESS, MADE 

,. 

POWERS 

YOU' D GIVE  TUIS FNM TO TlU OOlWUWENT, WOULDNtT YOU? 

TOM 

Bl3 GLAD TO GIVE I T  TO T H E  GOVEllNMEN'T IF THE 
ME A JOB :VORKINO ON I T .  ANI) THERE ARE LOTS 
Tar!: GREATEST GOOD TO THE GREATEST NUMBER I S  
FOR YOU TO WAKE UP. 

PoycER3 

( SFW'TERXNO) 

I \YON'T HAW YOU I N  MY HOUSE TALKIN' LIKE A 

TOM 
- 

JUST AS YOU SAY* 

(AS HE E X ITS . )  

YOU'RE SCARED ECAUSE YOU fUKN I 'M RIGHT. 

PONJ%Bs 

GO VI3N?h¶EllT WOULD G I V E  
OF OTIiERS LULE M3 0 

T U N E n G O S P E L o  T I M  

W E D  YANKEE. GET OUT+ 

' MIGHTY SORRY TO HAVE THIS  FWSS BE'WEEN TOM AND M E  \MILE YOU WERE 
HERE, G E N T M B N .  MIGHTY SORRY. BUT THl3 YOUNGER GENENATION 16 
GETTIN' OUT OF HAND. INFLUENCE OF' NORTHERN TEACHEM IN THE SCHOOISa 

BLACKOUT 



SCENE FIVE (A) 

T I T L E 8  THE TENANT FARLlER AND CRIME 

(A) THE CRUA1NOU)GIST 

(LIGli'fS COME UP ON 111. 
I S  AN OFFICE I f lTERIOR IN TUE NORTH CAROLINA 

THE PIIOJECTION 

STATE PENITENTIARY. 

I S  1NTEHVIL;TIINO HIM ) 

D R o  0 0  K e  BRO\\N, 
Cl~UAII?OLOGIST S I T S  A f  DESK. MR . MFERT 

M R o  EXPERT 

DOCTOR BRO\IN, I hM hMKINrG A STUDY OF COlIDITION3 I N  TIE COTTON SOUTH6 

'VMILB SHE! ldAD1S MER C O I E P L A f m  AS CRIMINOLOGIST OF T HE: NORTH CAROLINA 
STATE PENITENTIARY, W L L  YOU OIVE ME: SOME I N F D W T I O N  ON THE RELATION 
BETVJEU TENANCY AND CRUtW? 

I SA\V I d R S e  VAN KEITH HOLD HE14 LAHDIX)RD UP AT TlB POINT OF A SHOTGUN 

t 

DHr BROUN 

"THAT TYU SO14 OF A TENANT I S  COhltIONLY LEb INTO CRLME: BY HIS POVERTY 
IS A FALLACY O F  E'ICTIONr S0VTlfER.N CHIME I8 B-GED ON IGIJORNICE 
MTUR TkbW ON POVERTY o FOR E W L E ,  MOST OF OUR CRIMES MU3 CRIMES 
OF PASSION, NOT CRIMUS WHIC1i LEN) TO ECONOMIC GAINS 
LIKELY TO BE Ui?BM, RAPE A N * R W S  AGAINST NATURE, RURAL. * " ROBBERY IS 

M R e  EXPERT 

I S  TIURE ANY I i O W  OF DECREASINO THE CRIJJE RATE I N  THE SOUTH? 

DR. BROWN 

"ONLY TIIE LOIJGRANGE HOPE OF E3lUCATIONo 
BE PHETTY HAPPY BECAUSE THEY DON'T KNOi'I ANY BETTER. THEY DO NOT GREATLY 
hAflT A ULGUER STNIDARD OF LIVINO----THE SORT OF THING THAT \IOULD 
THEM INTO CRU!E---BCCAUSE THEY IMVE NEVER KT1O\'cN W A T  IT WAS TO MVE ON. 

VANTAGE TO THkM OF CRIME FOR ECONOhLIC G A I N 0  " 

AS IT IS, THE TENANTS SEm TO 

THEIR DEFICIENT CULTURE DOESN'T Y H W I T  THEM TO RECOGNIZE TUE P O S S I B U  J?@ 

M R o  EXI'ERT 

YOU'RE SAYING THAT WITH  MORE EDUCATION T SB CRUO R ATE NOULD RISE? 

"YES, I ADhlIT TIWT IT PROBABLY WOULD. BUT ENOUGH EMJCATIOW WOULD 
PROBABLY DECREASE IT,"  

MR. EXPERT 

YOU HAVE A VERY GOOD PRISON H E R E 0  CONDITIONS SEEN EXCELLENT. 

DRo BROYM 
"\?E ARE TRYIlIG TO MAKE I T  A MODEL. OF COURSE, MOST SOVTIiERN STATES . 

* The ent&re 6ceno 18  quoted from an aoturir intervim with h o t o r  
Brown by W i l l i a m  P e e r y ~  

c 
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IlAVB DEPLORABLE S Y S T E M  a 
UNSUPERINTEHDED PRISOlJ CAMP 011 CHAIN GANG, 
PICTURE, YOU SIIOULD CERTAINLY VISIT OIJEe" 

AND IIITMIIl THE SYSTEM, THE REAL  EVEL LIES IN THE 
IF YOU WANT TO SEE Tm WHOLE 

m. EXPERT 

I CERTAI I ILY  SIMLLo 
SEE CONDITIONS  AS THEY REALLY A R E e  
VISITOHS 0 

I SUPFOSE 1'1' I S  DIFFICULT FOR AN O U T S I D E R  TO 
I HEYiRD THAT THEX DON'T VlELC0M.E 

(RISING TO GO) 

I'LL HAVB TO GET LETTERS FROM INF'LUENTIAL PBOPLEe 
~ I 

(HOLDS OUT HIS  HAND.) 

THANK YOU FOR THJC INTERVIE\V, DOCtfOR BROOM0 

Bfn CKOUT 



SCENE FIVE (a) 

TLTLEt THF: TEl?AiiT FARtdER N I D  CRU4E 

(B) "LOOK DOWN, LOOK D01fN0" * 
(PItO33C'rIOll OF HOADYlAY UNDER CO?ISTRUCTION 0 

GlKIUIlD 1101'13 OF DITCH. DOWNSTAGE LEFI MAY BE 

F'RISOHERS ME CONFINBD.) 
SiS1I;N A COI'UIER OF TtjE IIOUSB I N  WHICH T m  

(TI11;Y AlW FRESPIRIW AT THEIR \YORKo 
WEAR DIRTY STRIPED SUITS. A GUlJU) WITH A 

THJE 

SAIVEWOFF SHOTGUN STANDS AT TBXZDSIDE 
,VA TCHIMU TIU PRISONERS. o m  OF T rm NEGROES 
RI<GINS SINGIN3 "Look doom, look down,= 
lonesome road." THE OTIIBRS JOIN I N  NJD 
iUIiK TOGETIIEI? TO TEE T ENPO OF TUE SONG 0 OliE 
011' THE NEGROES LOOKS UP, SEES SOMEOlJI~ COMING, 
S1'13AKS il;zHRImc;CY TO THE O T E I @ e )  

1ST NEGRO 

HEAH COldES TW CJITT'N. 

(OTIiERS DO NOT WOK UP, THEY C O W T I W E  
SINGING BU'f MORS QUIETLY.  I T  GOES INTO 
A HUM A3 THE CAPTAIN  ElITERS \'lfTU MR. EXPERT.) 

C A P T A I N  

NE JXIW'T LIKE VIS ITORS.  TllgE A QUISK WOK AT T B  CAMPO NO 
PICTUIUS N4D TIWN  RE ON YOUR \YAY. ** 

(LOOKING AROUND. ) 

THIS PLIISON I S  A PUBLIC  STATE INST ITUTION  ,W€AT'S WRONG WITH  MY 
STAYING AROUND A L I T T L E  YlHILE AN SEEINO HOII THE C H A I N  GANG 
SYSTEM OPERATES? 4 

CAPTA IN  

NOTHIIV fiRONG YiITII I T .  WE JUST DON'T LIKE IT, THAT'S ALL6 

bIH0 EXPERT 

MAYBE YOU'LL LIKE I T  A L I T T L E  BETTER tVHM YOU RJ3AD THIS  IETTERe  

(AHHABS HANDS HlM U T T E R . )  

CAPTAIN 

I 

(GLANCINO A T  IT.) 

OH1 \MY DIDN'T YOU SAY SO I N  THE FIRST PLACE? 

** nGii8-FZm-ii:spi-am 
This a t b i t u d e  desoribed in an a r t i c l e  with photographs in 

"You Have Seen Their Facea" by Brokine Uldt.tel1. 
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M R o  E-VERT 

THHN I CJW STAY AROUND :WHILE? 

CAPTA IN  

YEH, YOU CAN0 BUT I STILL DON'T LIKE I T 6  

16T NEGRO 

(RECOGNIZED 1IRo EXPERT EXPLAINS TO 
0 rml! PRXSOI4BKS 0 1 

YASSUHo THAT m;o THAT'S THE GEM'MUN TOLE US TO GO D0:'IN AND GET 
k JOB 011 I3I.E LEVEE. 

(OTHER NEGROES LOOK AT M B 0  EXPERT 
AND 

2ND NEGRO 

THAT H.l3 ALL 1UOt fTo  

M i t o  MPERT 

I HMB;IBER YOU i:OYSo DIDN'T I SEE YOU FISHING U' ON T W  RIVER? - 
1ST NEGRO 

YASSUII, YOU SEE U3 0 BUT Wi3 WAFUJ'T FXSHIN' 0 

(HE NATCUES 'CAPTAIN CLQSELY, EXPECTING 
TO DE SILENG- 

\YELL SUI1, I DONE MADE GOOD@ 

(CHUCKLES) 

I GOI' THE JOB ALL RItiIITe BUT IT BE THJ3 WRONG JOB, I WANTED TO G IT  
IN THE OLE COUNTY Jr41L Wl3RE TIB EATIN'S SO GOOD BUT THE JUDGE MAN PUT 
1d.E TO HOPX ON TEiE ROAD30 

2ND & 3RD NEGROES 

1ST  NEGRO 

AIN'T COlrtPLAININ' 8 THOUGH, -ALL MY FRIENDS I S  B R E e  

M R e  EXPERT , 

YOU SURE HAD TOUGH LUCK. HOC1 Do YOU LIKE IT H m ?  HOJ DO THEY FEED YOU? 

1ST NEGRO 

WELL, SUH, YOU SEE----- 

CAPTAIN ' 

(1;OUGBLY. MOVING AWAY AND CALLING THE 
I'iUSONdRS TO ~~~ HE S TANDS 0 )  
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THAT ENOUGH STALLIN' BOYS. NOW GIT OW OVEr HERE AND FILL IN THIS HOLE4 

(TIIISY blOVi3 OVER AND \ V O R K o  CAPTAIN 
CROSSES BACK TO MH. ! W E R T . v r  

SUI@ VJE FEED 'EM GOOD. YOU ET l l I T H  A SHARECROPPER'S FAMILY. THESE 
PRISONERS AIN'T MJCH YJOIISE OFF. 
OFF HERE THAN TWY'D BE RUNNIN' AROUND LOOSE, BELIEVE  EO 

FACT, THEY'RE A W O L E  LOT BETTER 

MI. EXPERT 

( DRILY) 

I CAi4 SLMGIl%o 

( CAPT IAN  GLARE3 AT H a ,  THEN DECIDES 
TTLETT~LWK PASS 0 ) 

I XIJAGINE THEY'RE SO MUCH BJ3TTER OFF THAT THEY NEVER [CRY TO 
RUN LhAYP 

CMTAXN 

YEH, THEY DO TNAT SO1JETUJESe 

(SPITS) 

)1E GOT TfLREE OR FOUR BURIED ROUND HERE THAT TRIED IT. 

GUARD 

(I IAS BEU? KIOKIHO I N  S'JfEATBOXo 
CALLS OUI ItlVdLUNTMLY ) 

NOW 

CAF" Nt 

CAPTAIN 

( \ Y U K I N [ f  OVER.) 

WHAT SEEldS TO BE TROUBLE, D A N 0  

GUARD 
0 

HE DONE PASSED OUT1 

COPY 1 

MRo EXPERT 

(LOUKINCI I N  OVER THE CAP TNN 'S  
. SHUULDERc) 

1dY GOD1 NO 'dONDUR1 IN THAT liOT SWEAT BOX NII) THE TURMOMETER 110 . 
IN THJ3 SI lADEr  

CA PTA IN  

(PICKS UF NEARBY BUCKET OF TIATE3 AND 
TlIl1OIVS I'C ON Tm FRISONER IN THE BOX.) 

THEREI THAT'LL COOL 'EM OFF. COME ON! STAND UP IN THERE! 

(JERKS THE C O l I C W D  PRISONER TO HIS FEET. 
SLlUllS THE DOORo) 

m 
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b l R 0  EXPERT 

IiOti CNJ THE POUR DEVIL BREnTHE IN 'I'IiERE? 

CAPTAIN 

D'S COT LOTS OF AIR. 

ON MAKES I T  A M I T E  UNCOMFOHTABLE Y W N  t'IE I'UT TUE BOX I N  THl3 HOT 

"HOLE IN T € E  TOP OF THAT BOX NIOUT THE 
SIZE  OF A SILVER DOLLAR. 

SUN L I K E  THIS." * BUT HE'S GOT I T  COMIN' TO H I M 0  

'COURSE THAT IRON PLATE LIE'S STMDIN '  

l d R 0  EXPERT 

BUT HE'LL StiOTHEHo 

CAPTAIN 

NO HE iION'To HE'LL COfdE PRETTY CWSE TO I T  THOUGH0 

MR, EXPERT 

: 

CAPTAIN 

TALKED BACK T 0 DAN, H E R E 0  ** 
GUARD 

I DIDN'T hlENJ TO HAVE YOU PUT HIM 

CAPTAIN 

I 
I 

I N  THE W E A T  BOX M)R no 

COURSE YOU DIDII'T. h'E AIN'T INHUMAN0 BUT I GOT A REPUTATION FOR 
STRICT DISCIPLINE 111 MY C A W  AND I V A N T T O  KEEP IT. 

(VICIOUSLY) 

AIN' T----THAT----RIGHT, DAN? 

GUARD 

(HURRIEDLY) 

BLQCKOUT 

* ** Desoription of sweat box from "Nation" N O V O  13, 193s. 
Most c o m n  reasons for meat  box punishment are the blanket 

charges of "not Workiw" o r  Talking beak to the Guard." 
from "Nation" NOT. 13, 1936. 

t i 
i 

I 

I 



(D 0 ;  
0 
Y 

00 
(0 

5 m 
0 
5 

3RD QUARD 

HIS lNAXTtS HOT 133i3ATINto LOOKS LXW NE DONE GIVE HUI ONE 
TOO 1 A A N Y e  

2ND GUARD 

3RD GUARD 

(TO SVIARINGEN 0 )  

COME ON. 
BE SIlOTo ** UELP US G. T H I D  OF HIM N I D  DON'T OPE21 YOUR TRAP OR YOU'LL 

SIVARIIIGZH 

3RD G U M  

2ND G U - .  

C014.E ON, S;lARIiJGEN I GlMB HOLD, 

IUUXQUX 
BLACKOUT 

* hct:uol s t n h n c n t  m p d e  by Svmrhcan. ** F E L C ~ S  in t h j g  ntid * c m e  o u t  i n  pereonnl i nqu i r y  by Wl l iemla  Jones 
Cl~~.?rlot;te 1I.C. HWB rapor tor .  PttbliEhod i n  the Chiorlothe News 
mid lnter f u l l y  established bof'oro c t n t e a  invest igat iw comniisdon. 
From data obtained from Nntion 11/13/36 
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(LIGIITS UP 011 THE CfW4IETEE INVESTICATINO 
IJURTH CAROLINA C H N H  GMQ COHDITIOlIY 

' 

SifARIWGEN HAS REEN TLSTIF'YINO AND 38 SEATED 
h l Y 1 1  nILfS LAul JONES * STANDINO IN FItONT OF 
HUd 111 T U  WLE OF' QUESTIONERo) 

AND THAT I S  11011 THEY FLOGGED HIUI AND DISCOVERED HE WAS DEAD? 

SIIARINGEN 

YESSIR. I HAD TO HELP DISPOSE OF THE BODYO THINGS WAS HLETTY BAD 
I N  THAT HOAD CAMP@ 

WILLIAM JONES 

THAT'S ALL. YOU MAY STEP DOVM NOW, M R o  SYfMINGEN 
: 

(HI3 rnES so.) 

"GENTLFdEN, I11 THE IIJQUIRY I COIWUCTED INTO NORTH CAROLINA'S CHAIN 
GANG SYSTEM FOR TIE CIIARLOTTE NEWS, I CdME ACROSS THES TORY OF J A W S  
DAr??ES AND \3OODROi'? VILSON SIiROPS1IIREo THESE NEGRO PRISONERS IWRE CON- 
FIImD IN THE 1IIGU)'IAY CtjNVICT CAblp OF MECRLBNBURG COUNTYI TW3Y YmRE 
PIJNISHED FOI INSOLEIJCE TO A GUARD BY BNING CHAINl3D EIGUT DAYS 
ANI) NIGUTS TO DOOR OF THEIR CELLO THEY WERE DENIED ALL FOOD 
EXClCPT A HALF IWX BISCUIT W I T T L E D  OUT ON THE INSIDE AND A L ITTLE  
WATER, 
HIEAT INbIE CELL. THUIlt FEET CHAIHEL) TO THE ICY  FWOR, GRADUALLY FXOZEa 

HuSPITAL, THEZR COlJDITIOll WAS SO SERIOUS T U T  BOTH FEET OF E U H  W W TO 

AL'l'L1OUf;lI IT NILS JANUARY AND SUB-ZERO VfEATIIER, THEI\E: VIAS NO 

FINALLY GANGRENE SET IN0  
MEDICAL AT?ENTION  0 W E N  THEY WEN REMOVED AT LAST TO CENTRAL PRISON 

BE M U T A T E D .  

FOR EIGKL'EEN MYS, THE MEN RECEIVED NO RE& 

BLACKOUT 

* Willicm Jontts ivas a reporter on the Charlotte New8 a t  the t h e .  ** A o t u a l  testimony of William Jones before 8tates .Investigating Commission. 
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URa BLACKBOARD 

iiOULD YOU FOLKS LIKE TO KNOiY WHAT GOVERNOR TfiMDGB OF GEORGIA 
SPEAKING BEIWRE TI03 COi4GRESS OF TIIlZ M R I C A N  FRISON ASSOCIATION IN 
ATLAIJTA MAS TO SAY ABOUT CliAIN GANGS? 

AUDIENCE 

YES 1 

TAUUDGE 

"THE P R I S W  CAhW OR CHAIN GANG IS T€E McB T H W E  VfAY TO K B P  PRISONERS. * " 
( BLACKOUT) 

LET'S DROP IN AT TliE TEXAS OFFICE OF TRAVIS COUNTY COIdlJISSIONER 
JOHN E o  SBELTONO 

(LIGliTS UP 014 SIULTON NHO IS SEATED AT ' 

I i IS DESK,) 

JOHN Eo SIIELTON 

"YOU CAN'T GET A LMN TO GET OUT AND DO THE WORK THAT THESE 

A WAGON All11 H I T C H  lIJI.1 TO I T  NJD THEN HIT HIb! RIGHT BEI"iyElW THE 
l'RISOIJISItS ON THE C 1 U N  GN4G D O 0  YOU KN0I.f HOVi A MULE I S0  GET 

EYES. IIE'LL PULL. ** " 
(BLACKOUTe LIGHTS UP ON Tm ROAD GANG 
AZXil lo CAPTAIN IS TALKING TO M R o  EXPERT.) 

CAPTAIN 

hHY MISTER, THESE MEN IN TE IS  GANG ARE EADo 
NJ\Y TMIOUGHo 
ON "HE ROAD FOR RAPE, 
TO 'rvAHl' A LYNCH MOB 
PUNIS1l"ll3N'C, YOU OUGHT TO  HIKE DcplvN TO ALABAMA. 
T U  REAL S B U F F  VIHEN I T  C O W S  TO PUNISIWNTO 

THEY'RE BAD ALL THE 
THAT MA11 IN THE SWEAT BOX IS THAT'S NHY TUEY'RE E R E 0  

WHAT \!E DO TO f u r 4  IS NOTHW' AT ALL COMPARED 
'UD Do TO HII.!. IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN CRIME M D  

TUERE'S \'MERE: YOU SEE 

(BLANDLY) 

hHY THIS MAN'S AS LUCKY AS HELL. 

BLACKOUT 

1 * From etaternen% made by Governr Talmadge md publGhed 
Nation kg a c i ne  . 11/13/36 ** Ibid. 



I * 

SCENE FIVE (C )  

TITLE! 

0 
n, 

THE ?ENANT FARMER MJD CKlb+E 

(C )  TlIIS I S  PROGRESS 

(LIGIITS COME UP ON 1110 
fS TIIE UTERIOR OF THE JAIL AT FREENSBORO 
MISSISSIPPLo  * SlIERIFF IIOLLIS AND THREE 
DJ2UTIES ARE II0Ll)IlJO BACK A C l W D  OF AWRY 
k1LJJ NliU \ W T  TO GET INSIIIE TO LY?ICH LEE 
JONES lYIiOSE CRIES CAN BE W FRO- = 
LOOKIilO UNO 1 

THE PftOSiXTION 

M R m  EXPERT STANDS Doi'fN LEFT, 

HOLLIS 

NO\Y GET BACK, BOYS. V i E  AIN 'T  A-GOIN'  TO LET YOU LYNCH THIS NEGGER. 

MEN 

RUSH HIMI 
BUUJ THE NIGCER BASTARD1 
TEACH THE SON OF A BITCH A USSOIJJ 
THE UPPITY COON1 ' 

( A n  EDITOR ENTERS DOlYN LEFT AND JOINS 
ICR. E X F E E T e  
NIL, TIN DEPUTIES e T h E  LltT'I'ER M M T U S E  
THEIR GUNS BUT HOLLIS NODS DISAPPROVALI) 

THE HEN ADVANCE ON HOLLIS 

MAN 

(STEPPING OUT FROM THE CROtiD.) 

GIVE  US TIJAT NIGGER, CALVIN HOLLIS OR RE'LL HAVE TO TAKE HIMb 

HOLLIS 

( CONFDENTLY) 

KEEP BACK JUL OF YOU, ME AN' MY BOYS'D HATE TO START ANY SHOOTIN' 

MAN 

(STNJIIING BEFUIIE HOLLIS) * 

YOU AMY'S ViELL T U N  HIM OVER. N E W 3  WNNA GET HIM. 

(HOLLIS PU'l'S HIS HAND TO H I S  HOLSTER.) 

THAT'S RIGHT, HOLLIS L 

GETTU '  
WE VfMlT THAT NIGOERl 
OASTMTE T U  DAMNED BURR-HEAD. 

SO I T  AIN'T SAFE FOR A LADY TO GO OUT. 

* Enki;r8ceno a drcunatication of the oane o f  LEE JONES. Durham 
tfornin(: Herald, Jan. 12, 1938 
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HOLLIS 

STAND BACK, I SAID.  BOYS, YOU GOT '13E W1IONG TACTICS@ THIS NIGGEH DICI,I'T 
kii*li M R 6 0  

MOUTH TO KEkP IBR FROM SCREAMIHQO 
tiWEN---lIE ONLY JW?J.l'EU Oi.1 HER CAR AND PUT HIS HANDS OVER HER 

WE GOT A CLE-Ut CASE AGAINST HIMI 
ANI) YOU ALL KNO'lf FlHAT IiE'LL GET. 
NO TROUBLU HERE. 

GO ON HOLE QUIET, NOI'fo ME DON'T WANT 

ALL RIGHT, BOYS8 RUSH HIM. 

(YEN START TO SURGE FURVYARDo THEY ARE AT 
SEI% L1ILlEIl RUUlZRT GREENE RUNS IN.) 

(IN LRAPS ON P L / \ T O M  AND 3TANDS 
BISSIDB HOLLIS. ) 

YOU WT TO LISTEN, HEN. 

, 

IT'S W s  t-)tDmtS HUSBAND. IF HE WM'A MAN HE'D BE ON OUR S IDE .  - 

HOLLIS 

HERE'S THE NA.H THE NIGGBR NRONGED. HE VfANTS TO TALK TO YOU. 

. 

(CRmfD QUIETS A LITTLE.) 

MIW 

THIS AIN'T NO TIhE FOR MAKIN' SPEECHES0 

LET'S BE SATISFIED BEFORE WE DO ANYTUING. 

rmrf  (;RON QUIET. HOLLIS AND THE him- T I E S  ARE R E L I w ?  

Y'ALL KNU'I IT VfAS b¶Y MFE THIS MXGGER ATTACKED. 
FAIR THROAT HIS BLACK BASTARDS HANDS TRIED TO C H O U I  

IT WAS HER - 

blAN 
\ 1 

B O I L  THE DAMN NIWER I N  OIL, CHOKIN'S TOO GOOD FOR HIM. - 
om= 

110, I'M TH1E AGGRIEVEU PERSON, BOYS, AND I WINK I OUGHT TO HAVE 
THE F ' I t U  SAY. 

MEW 

I& GOT T O  KEEP T I E  NfOOERS I N  THEIR PLACES 



tt' 
Y 

z 
Pl m 
0 
3 

1 
140 fW'S ItI(3.HT. 
L:;T HIM F INS IH .  
WE CUM T O  LYNCH T M T  NIOOER AND BY GOD IJE'RE GOIN' TO4 

GREENE 

3AXTo LET NU REMIND YOU OF SOtUTHIN(?e IJE WST NOT LET OUR RIGHTFUL 
SENSE OF IiMJltY 1,YIKlZ US LOSE OUR DEADSO UP I N  W S H ING TO N  OUR 

ANTILLYWHIN(? BILL, WIM THE NORTH IS TRYINI) TO FORCE 011 us. FIE DON'T 
VIANT TIE ~ J O ~ U ~ T  TELLINO us \ r ~ ~ ~  TO DO, THAT BILL IS AN INSULT TO STATE'S 

SOU'I'HI5RN STATESMEN HAVE BEEN FIolITXNb DAY AFTE; R D24Y TO DEF'EAT TIE 

RIGHTS. 1JO:if iVE'W Cx) TO SHOIf THX COUNTRY CAN SETTLE OUR 0;'rN NIGGER 
PROBLEMS, ANY VIOLENCE RIGHT NOJ VOULD W E R  OUR MEN IN THEIR S P U N D I D  
BATTLE FOR OUR FIBE OMe 

HE'S RIGHT, BOYS, 0 ON HOME, PEACEABLE. 

HE'S GOT SOWTllIN' THERE. 
Ally JURY'LI, GIVE THE COON T € E  LIh¶IT 
THAT ' S Ii IGlIT 
I T ' S  A LOT SlhlPLER TO HAVE I T  OVER WITH0 

LET THE Ut1 TAKE I T S  COURSE@ 
BUT Ir MIGHT CAUSE THAT BILL TO BE PASSED& 

IT YIILL. 
INVdSTJG ATIOPI. 

-QND I'M GOING TO A I D  SHERIFF HOLLIS IN COWTJNUING HIS  

WE DON'T WED NO INVESTIGATIONe THAT COON'S GUILTY As HELLO 

(DEPUTIES HEIU3 DESCEND TUE PUTFDFUA 
TO DISPJ~RSE THE CROWD.) 

HOLLIS 

ALL RIGHT, FOLKS 0 CLEAR OUT 0 VIE GOT HIM, NJD \m'LL GIW HIM 
NHAT'S COEIIfI' TO HIM. 

( CROtID MOVES OFF SULKIM(3 HOLLIS 
A I I E E N E  UAVE  UP LEFT;T-i------------ cow . 

GREENE 

(AS T U Y  We) 

I WISH YOU COULD TAKE HIid AWAY FROM HEXE. 

HOLLIS 

I'LL RUN TdE BASTARD OVER TO S E W  FVR SAFE KEEPING. 

(THEY co OFF.) 
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EDITOR * 
(TO !; i o  EXPERT,) 

NELL, VfEW3 SURELY SWN SOIWIHINO TODAY. 

MR. EXPERT 

SOiAJ3IliING I ' D  KATIIER NOT SEE. 

EDITOR 
# 

YES, 
LIKE THIS0  
PROGRESS FOR LAd MU ORDER I N T  IiE SOUTH. 

I F  GREENE IIADW'T TALKED UP. I'M A NBISPAPER EIIITOR AND I STUDY EVENTS 
LET I d E  TELL YOU, BOB ORJ3ENE SPOKE PROGR.E%S A MOMENT AGO--- 

I D J W T  TfiINK IT IS VERY MWUL FOR n1M TO CLAIM THE FINAL SAY 
EVE11 I F  1IE DID SAY TILE RIGHT THING, 

EDITOR 

110, BUT 'l'HIMGS N U  GETI'INO BETTER. A YE,M AGO VIHEN THE ANTI-LYNCHING 
BILL ,;CAS UTIDBR DISCUSSION, MISSISSIPPIANS CELEBRATED TtfE OCCASION 
NY LYNCHING T\iO NEGROES WIIZ BLOV TORCHESo 

M R e  EXPERT 

SORkY I CAN'T 8HARE YOUR BELIEF. I'M MAKING AS TUDY OF COWDITIOWS 
AND I THI1JL V I O L ! W E  IN 
AS A NATIONo TUOSE MEN 

THEY'RE AS BAD ALL OVER 
IN VIOLENCE---- 

THE D3EP SOUTH I S  A BLOT ON AMERICA'S REPUTATION 
MfRE LIW TIOEM AFTER A RABBIT. 

EDITOR 

THE SOUTHo SAY I F  YOU'RE SERIOUSLY INTERESTED 

I 'M NOT. I STARTED o w  -LO STUDY COTTON mm3. BJJT I Cora DOJN HERE 
AND SOON SEE THE SOUTIi'S PIIOBLRMS ARE ALL MmD UP TOQETmRo 
A N D  RELIGION AND HOUSING AND SHARECROPPIWO WID VIOLE34CE AND CRIME N?D 
EROSION AND S O I L  DEPLETION---- 

I T ' S  EijUCAl'ION 

EDITOR 

(SMILING) 

THAT'S 1rHY TILE PROBLBJS HAW NEVER BEPjN SOLVED MAYDBo 
I STILL THINK YOU OUGHT TO GO UP IN T H E  CAROLINA COAST 
YOU CAN SEE MOB RULE. 

AS T 

IIOUIS IWTURIJS \VITH W E  JOlfES A CRINGING 
&HANDCUFFED AND OFF RIOHTa)  

DLACKOUT 

- * Conunonts of 6 e  editor ar6 based on an editor ia l  in the 
Raleigh lJew8 and Observer January 13, 1938. 



SEIJATE COIALIITTEE FLASH - * -- -- 

AT0 FOLWd SCENE FIVE (D) 

(LIGtlTS UP ON 1 BEUXflD SCRIM. !JAN 
\rEAHIlIG ELLENDER MASK I S  S T A N D m I N  ' 

SPOT L I G H r -  

ELLEII DER 1MSE 

IJIGGEIIS JUST  ON' T B!S s m s .  Itsii UNTIL'TIEX RUB ELBOW WITH THE 
blHITES 0 

PEOYJiE L I K E  YOU DO IEHE. 

TLIE \iHI'i'E RACE CIUJ DO---THAT'S \IHlf:N THEY GET IN CROldBLE UP HERE, * 

DOIIN SO~JTH S m  WHITE PEOPLE )IOULDl4' T NSOCIA$'E WITH COLX)ED 
W L 3  YOU MIX \IITII THEM I;DN AllHXLE, TILE 

COLOI?ED FEOPLE THINK TIIEY ARE EQUAL TO THE ~'(IIITES ANDCAN DO THE SAME THINGS 
I 

SMITH IdMK 

Thli SENATOR lIzp FVR NORTH CAROLINA, JOSIAH BAILEY---- 

B A I L E Y  MASK 

(C@NINO I N  FRQM UP LEET.) 

THE MY ']CHAT THE 
THEld3'LL BE NO W A T  WILL HAPPLN DO\m SOUTH. WILL  NOT 

YIHEN WE WON TIE VICUIORY OF' 1932, VE viori IT AS n D~~QMOCIUTIC PARTY. THEN 

.YOU CAN DO V i I L u  YOU P I d S E  ABOUT NIGGERS I N  PE31FlSYLVArUA AND THE OTHER 
STATES, BUT W S N  YOU COh!E DOYfN TO NORTH CAROLINA JUSD TRY TO IMPOSE 
YOUR v u L L  ON us----Iri THAT HOUR so HELP ME GOD! YOU'LL LEARN A LESSON 
YOU'LL NEVER FORGET. 

PARTY STARTS CATERIN(: TO  THE NIOGERS, 

Y IELD ,  VIE' LL NOT LJ3r ANYBODY TAKi3 TM3 D RAOCRATIC PARTY AWAY FROM US. 

A GROUF OF SOCIALISTS S\;OOPED DOVH 011 TIE PARTY. TIIE HAVE NOT LEFT. 

8 

( S t10W 1I.I G ) 

NO;! W T H  TIJIS ANTI-LYNCHING BILL A PARTY BS BiaItlG W E  TO CATER TO T 
NEGRO VOTE. 
SUCH A STEP. 

I GIVE  YOU WARNING THAT NO NATIONAL dlCMIlJISTIIATION CAW SURVIVE 
YOU SAY THE PEOPLE OF T I U  SOUTH VION'T BE WOUSEDa YOU NEED 

NOT IYORNY ABOUT THJT . TIBY VIILL RESPOND AS THEY'VE AWAYS)UNPONDED. YOU . 

GO rUmD ViITH YOUR~ATERIN ( I  TO T U  N G R O  VOTE I lliE NORTH---- 

(HE SHAKES A FINOER OF TIARNING.) 

----N:JJ THE XAJCMX SAAD THING NILL HAPPEN III THZ rmni THAT HAPPENED IN 
THE SOUTH. 

DIETHICH MASK 

(COMING IN FROM LEFT.) 

SMITH U4SE 

DONS T U  SENATOR FNOM NORTH CAROLINA YIELD TO lliE SENATOR F'ROA! I LL INO IS?  

* A.?. artiole, Raleigh Newe and Observer, JM. 16, 1938. 
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I 

M I  LEY MASK 

I YIELD FUR THE PUU'OSES OF A REPLY, 

VERY WELL, SENATOR DIETHICHe 

DIETRICH MASK 

I N  TH15 SJ3iUTOR'S REFiXENCE TO TIE CIVIL 17AR HE HAS BEIN RAISING 
THE BLOODY SHIRT. 
YOU'LL LOSE YOU11 COIISTITUTIONAL RIGHT TO KILL COLXIRED PlWPLEb * THE TROUBLE IS YOU SOUTHEIUJlr3.M ARE AFRAID 

BLACKOUT 

I .  

- -- 
* A.P. a r t i d e .  hrliam Wornin[: Herald, Juri. 13, 19380 
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RIGHf AFTER I NTERtaISSf ON 

THOSE THAT HAD THG FOOD, TIiE OTHERS GOT U N O  AS BEST TmY GOOD, 
YUU KNON \MA T  I MK'UI? A L,oT OF THINGS HAPPENED IN OUR SOUTH. THE 
S O I L  GOT ERODED A LITTLE MORE AND THE PRICE OF COTTON WENT DOl'fNo 

SWdER. BOLL VljjEVItS WERE MIGHTY PERT THIS HERB YEAR AND COTTON 
DIDN 'T  DO SO GOOD. QUITE A F'LW THING3 HAPPmD I N  OUR SOUTH. A 
LOT OF BABIES WEIB BORN0 YES, QUITE  A L O T 0  AND THERE WERE Q U I T E  
A k W  THAT VIEREN'T B O R N 0  0 0 0 , I F  YOU KNCN WHAT I M E A N 0  THERE VfERE 
TIB USUAL lWiilUER OF SEilUCTXONSo LYNCHIMCS, LtARRXAGES AND DEATIJSe 
BW CHANGES COLU SLOW IN  OUR SOUTH, SAME NWIBER OF CK'ifl7 GANGS ON 
THE ROAD. SYPHILLIS I S  01; THE IfICREASE M O N O  THE XE.B@RX NEGROES0 0 0 0 

AND THX itHfTES, TOO. POLITICXAlS STILL TALK UJD HOLLY ROLLERS STILL 
ROLL AND DIRTY IBOKX1R.l bIEDICINl3 MEN SELL THEIR  BLOOD CURES AT THE TO- 

THERE WAS A IiEAVY FLOOD IN THE SPltINC, AND A SEVERP: DROUGHT IN 'ITB 

NO11 ABOUT THE BRITTS 0 LIllWIE LEE0 YOU R IBAEtfSER THE L I T T L E  GIRL THAT 
6OT  hidtLED SO CASUALLY 0 S U  HAi) A BABY. . 

( IficN I JIG OUT A r AUDIENCE 4 ) 

NEVER hIIllD COUNTING 011 YOUR FIIKIERS, M A D A M 0  

TBlJ MO1l'I'I1S BEIQRE IT CluriE 0 

TWS BHIY'I'S DIDN'T THINK MUCH OF HIM BUT SAY. 0 .HE TURNED OUT RIGHT 
FINE 0 

TO SHOJ THAT YOU CAN NEVER TELL AEOUT FOLKS 
VlELL HfE NEVER COT OVER HIS LIEIN' FclR HELEN RILEY. 
AROUND ALL YJ3Jl.R. 
AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE. BUl' THAT YiON'T \tOI{K OUT. YOU'LL SEE, HELm 
RILEY wENT TO MAHION, NORTH CAROLIJ?A TO hORK Ill TIE MILL, 
NtIEND, BILL GIBS011 ~IOHKS THEXIE. 

THEY WERE MARRIED 
,!D FIUNKIEo 0 0 .TIIAT'S HER HUSBAND, 

WID YOIIKER AND FAIRLY IECElJT FELLOif AFTER ALL0 
AND JOHN B R I T T I  0 0 

WHICH GOES 

IIE SORT OF MOONED 
NO\V HE'S GOINO TO TRY TO GET INTO  S O W  SORT OF 

HER BOY 
BUT HE'S BY WAY OF BEING \YIGQT my 

4 



CALL A LABOR .riGXTATORo AND WE' DON' T LIKE FOLKS L IKE  "UT I N  OUR 
SOUTH0 STEVE I'rErlT TO WORK IN TIE MILL TOO0 BUT THE' BOY AIN'T 

NO GOOD0 MID THOSE YIGARS BACK OF 1!Ud Ii7N3RE HE GREW UP ON GRITS 

BRITT GET UP EVERY NORNINO AND IKIM LIKE HELL AS USUAL. BOTX OF 
THEM GOT blI5iiTY OLD IN THN U S T  YEAR, DAVE AND G W S  ARE STILL 
FICUIIING lsuQB OUT hAYS TO DUCK WORK AND RUTH BRITT  I3 IN LOVE WITH 
MR. EXPERTO 
WAS IELD UP A m T L E  111 HIS WORK. 
PROJECT E 5439 Y TO PROJECT XooO576 M D  THAT 
BIZCK TO TIASHIIIGTON AND GET A lll3V CARD sWL> 
MONTHS SO WILElJ 1lE CAME BACK TO OUH SOUTH AGAIN, 

' LOT OF CATCHIN' UP IF YOU IUJON lII3AT I El I 'UNo M R o  POWERS ANU ELBERT 
WT TO BE F k I E N E  0 PO\'fERS I S  TEE  B R I T T ' S  LANDIBRDo I GUESS THAT'S 
ALL FOLKS. THINGS GO ALONG PRETTY EVENLY I N  OUR SOUTH, 
FOLKS TO DO MUCH CILBNGUI' 0 

so PERT. THE L i w s  GETTIN' IN HIS LUNGS AND IT AIN'T DOIN' HIM 

AND FAT BACK AIN'T COMIN' TO HIS HELP NOH, NEITHER. PA%ND MAH 

AND HI3 i'iITli HER, OF COURSE, NOlf MY FRIEND, ELBERT, 

NEARLY TIIREE 
HAD TO DO A 

YOU SEE HE WT T M S F Z j E t E D . ~ ~  p\ltdfi 
h I D  TO CONE 

VE AIN'T 

BUCKOUT 

* Bntiro mene ie a paraphras~ on "Our Tornd by Thorton Wilder 
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TELL U3 u[#f YOU kEEX,, BIIOTIBR. 

BRITT  



:- . 

(RE MI'I'U 0 I'ICISACIIER SWAY8 H O W  VIOLJSNTLY 
IIUSIC IS LOUDER.) 
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* T h i o  vrliolo i t i c ~ d a n t  of tho b g r o  $ e  knkon from an nctucil anso. 
U:ytion ovcr  n IIOVIB item in n rooont; iaoue ai' the  Durlram Sun 
r o d s t  "Annod with rum nnct niblo, Nogro moots hi8 doethe" 
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SC1rE S IX  (D) 

(E) "JUST AS I AM." * 

1'1 I11 I 9 T Lll 

( 1 'AU S E ) 

GRAMPS 
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M I E S  IS T EH 



* .. .. -.. . , - . .,,-,-. ._... 

- <  (CONGREGATION SINOS LUSTILY AS RUTH AND 
blR. EXPERT, LOOKItJG M C K  OWE, LEAVE 1X)tIlI LEET.) 

I 
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TITLES -- 

. 
SCENE SIX (0) ~ 

THE TEVANT FANIlEH AIJD HIS R ELIGIOIJo 

(D) "SEND DE RAINo" 

(LfGli'I'S COME UP 011 V, I?EVEALINO TtlE BARREN 
ItlL'El\IOlt OF A NE030 CHIJRCH. TlIE CZNTER N.4LL 
IUS A FAINTED l'lfND001e 
IJAC:I!lO STAGE I ~ X G K C e  AN DJPROVXSED PULPIT-" ON 
YLhTFORtIo BROTIER DALTOIJ LEANS AN ELBO'IO 011 
THE PULP IT  m0 LIFlS HIS EYES TO itl3,4VEN AS HE 
PRAYS. lSOUlWER8 ARE It! VARIOUS POSES AT THE 
hlOURNERS' BENCH AT TIllS E W E  OF THE PLATFORM. 
SEVElUUI SMALL SPOTS CRISS-CROSS RAYS TO LIGUT 
UP THE NEGRO COlWREGAl'ION.) 

PLAl'FDW AT STAGE LEFT, 

011 Lh'iDt OH LAWD!, SEISD DE RAIN OW ME0  

OII L,W1)1 OH LAND!. SEND DE R A I N  ON ME 
SEND DE COOL, SWEET R.IN TO WASH MY FACE, 
SEND DE COOL SVmET RAIN OH DE CHOSEN RACE. 

' CHORUS OF MOURNEXS 

OH LMD,  011 LALID, LEND YO' EARS D IS  NAYe 

( L l R e  EXPERT AND RUTH 
IN iWlU, U N l l O T I U W T  TIU NKGROBSa 
' I W Y  STAND W FEAR O? CHURCH RCVERENTLY 
i'lATCl1INC) THE C E I W O N E Y  ) 

ENTER HAND 

BROTHER DALTON 

LOOK DOWN, LOOK Du\1W, LX)OK DOiN ON M E ,  OH LAWDO 
LOOK UOit l? ,  LOOK DOUN, WOK DOifN 014 IdE, OH LAV fDb  
SEE DE JdISERY, OH LWD8 
SEE DE TROUBLE, OH LAW, 

D.4T BESETS OUR FEETS, 
DAT DE SINNER HAS TO MEETS. 

OH LAYiD, OH LWD, TUlW YO' EYES DIS WAY4 

BROT lIER DALTON 

(LIFTIIIG HIS ARMS.) 

OUR FIELDS I S  PARCWQ i'ND OU'PITHIUATS IS DRY, 
OUR CHIL IJN  I S  llUN(XY AND BEGIlJIJflI' TO CRY. 

DE BUGS id1 CRAtbLIH' I N  DE FIELDS TO PLAY. 
DE 'IrINDS AkI COiJE AND TUK DE EARTH AYIAY, 

UOURNERS 
YEAH L4\YD, DE BUGS .AM CRAWLIN' I N  DE FIELDS TO PLAY. 

* This s o m e  was inspired b tho 8ermon8 of  J.Vf.Ddton, a negro 
minister i n  Apex, North 8 arolincle 

-116- 



BHOTiER DALTON 

(DELIBERATE ANI) LOW) 

DUST llbl STMIGLIlJ' DE kUSTY BUD IWD DE PUNY BOLL, 
\VARMS Ah¶ E.ITIN' 
Hot' SUN AI4 SCORCHIN' 
HEXIT .1vd W V Y ,  MY HEAD Nil TIRED, MY FEETS CAN'T WALK. 

ON DE BLIGHTED LEAF AND DE b I ILTED  STALK, 
DE W I T H ' R I N  ROOTS AND DE &CHIN' SOUL, 

MOURNERS 
IEAD 

HEART Ab1 H;.AVY, MY XEE2 AM TIRED, MY FEET9 CAN'T WALK4 

BROTllER DALTON 

(VfAI CS AWiILB ShTERAL h ! O U l E R S  
GET UP.) 

LOOK OUT, Bl\OTlER TNEOE, * AND FIIJD I F  I T ' S  RAININ' 
OR SPHIWKLIN' OR COtilIN' UP A CU)UDo 

BROTHER TCEOE 

(AT TiilS i7 INDWo)  

DEY'S A PUNY PIEEh 0' CLOUD A - IW G IN '  I N  DE EAST, 
BROTHER DALTON, BUT I CAIN 'T  WELL A RAIN. 

BROTBER DALTON 

DEI?, BR15iHERIJ AND SISTERN,. G IT  BACK OW YO' KNEES8 
\rE N,L GONtI.4 PRAY AND YIE AIN'T AWOIMA FIZ,  
VIS GOfJI$A HEAR DE SWEET NOISE 0' TliUNDER A-STRIKIN' I N  DE NIGHT, 
TIE I?O;JlJA SbNLL DE CLEAN BREATH 0' R 4 I N  Fo' DE DAY GITS L IGHT0 

BROTHER DALTON 
i 

(FASTER AND MUHE INTENSIFIED) 

I F  YO' LISTENIN '  W I D ,  I S  YO' PAYIN' ANY m?? 
CUORUS 

(PICKING IT UP,) 

I S  YO'I; LISTENIN '  LAMI, I S  YO' PAYIN' ANY HEED? 

BROTHER DALTON 
s 

I S  YO' LISTENIN '  TO DE CRY OF DE SINliER IN NEED? i 

CHORUS 

I S  YO' LISTENIN '  TO DE CRY OF DE SINNER I N  NEED? 

$I Brothor T o e g e  is u mgro hired hand in Texaa vho l i v ed  in E ahaok 
provided for him by Burt Simma, veternary a t  Lufkin, Texas. 

I 



BRO'I'NR DhLTON I 

(tiIGHER AND LOUDER) 

LST I't RAIN, OH LAWD, LET I T  POUR 014 Dam, 
LET I T  RAIN , Oli LAND, TILL '€0 SOAK DE GROW' 

5 f 
CHORUS 

(STILL FASTER) 

LET IT RAIN, LET IT  RAIN^ 

BROTUR DALTON 

DE C O W  BRNAL) DONE GONE 114 A PALE GRXY SMOKE, . 
LMD, iiHAT YOU GONlJA DO FOR DB COLOM3D FOLK? 

MOURNERS 

(ON VERGE OF I,RF+I\KIIIG I!iTO SOISOo) 

YEAH LhID, Y W I  LAIJD. 

BROTUER DALTON 

(IUACllINO UIGHER) 

LKT IT RAIN, 011 L N D ,  DOIVT YOU L m  IT PIDDLE, 
LET DZ YIATER F L O i I  DOI~N THRU DE COTTON IdIDDLSo 

>. 

. .  

CHUIIUS 

BHOTiIER DALTON 

CLOUD UF YO' FACE r;w LET ~ E R  WJUT ,  
IIMH DE GULLIES JEST A LITTLE F'URDER OUT, 

CHOXUS . .  

BHOTlIER DALTON 

(AS IF THRO;'III#O HUIISELF TOdARDS GOD.) 

LET ' E R  YOUR, L E T  'ER FALL, LET'ER FL017, LIST 'ER Sl'hWb 
IUK11: NONI' S LI'T'I'LE FLOOD LIKH A SPRING hlORNIN' D E U b  

BROTHER TBEGE 

(ST ILL AT  TIIE UINDCN) 

WAIT ,  BROTHER DiLTOII e 

( DIUTilER D A L W U  JERKS IIIMSELF TOGETitEH 
NiD THE ALL LOOK AT - TEEGBo) 
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FHOti DAT LITI'LE BLACK CIDUD D a \ I " S  A-FLONIN' TONARDS 
ASK DE LAIJD, BROTH151t DALTON, IF liE ~ . : i U J I T  hIAKiC A SOUSE, 

01 

0 
k. 

4 '  

I 

rt 

BROTIIER DALTON 

(IdUCH MOPE C i U L Y  AS HI3 LIFTS  HIS  FACE 
I N  SUPPLICATION.) # 

LAIVD, I F  YOU EVER LOOSED A MIRACLE,I1ON'T YOU IJST ONE FLY? 
LET DE RAIN COblE A-BUSTIN' FROM DE TOP 0' DE SKY. 

MOURNERS 

YEAH LAWD, LriT IER FLY, LET 'BR FLY, 
iiI1) DE RAIN  A-GUsIlIl4' FNOM DE TOP 0' DE SKY0 

BI\OTIlE:\ DALTON 

(1dORE PASSIONATELY COMMANDINOo) 

(NE S TOPS SUDDENLY. THE MOUHlJERS STOP, 
fiOLDING THEIR PLMDIWO O E S T W E S  0 TlIEhE I S  
CUMPIATE SILENCE, IN THE SILENCE, MAY BE 

- IIISARI) TUB SOUND OF RAIN DROPS ON TID1: T I N  
1100F'o X SLICUT, HALF BNLIEVINCI SMILES 
APPEAR 01.1 THEW FACES.) 

BHOTI-ER TEECE 

(YELLING) 

(A GUST OF MirD COMES TilROUGIf THE Irl1h'M~W~ 
TIE RH11 COhIES LOUDER, FINALLY BURSTING 
INTO A ROAR.) 

MOURNERS 

DE LAHD, DONE IT! 

(THUY GROIV RADIANT, THlW BUIlST INTO 
01111: LONG ROAR OF BLACK LAU(I1ITERe) 

BltOTHER TENE 

( Y E U I N Q  ABOVE T I E  ROAR.) 

I \i,UJTS DATS RAIN TO FALL ON My FACE. 

(HE D A S U S  OUT THl3 DOOR, FQLU)YiED BY THE 
OTHERS0 BROTHE2l DALTON l7ALKS TO T H E  PvINDOW As 

BLACKOUT 0 

. 
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SCENE SEVEN (B )  

TI'J'LEr THE T )3NBWT FARMER AND EDUCATION 

(B )  WHERE TO? 

(LIkHTS COME UP ON 1V AN IN'I'ERSECTIOll 

READING nbliddleton 6 mi," SAM * A NEGRO 
X ' I ' H  A BU?ll)idT 011 HIS BACK . m b S  STUPIDLY 

EIITER FNOM LEFT,) 

OF TFIO COUNTRY ROADS. UPSTAGE, I S  A SIGN 

GAPING AT THE SIGN. h!Ro EXPERT AND RUTH - 
RUTH 

I THINK YIE'RE ON THEiFJOlIG ROAD0 MK 

W t 0  EXPERT 
I(tdr(26V afiwifi 

SAY SAM0 H01l FhR I S  I T  TO THE ORPHANAGE? 
4 

SAM 

ELBERT 0 I 

HOII COllE YO' KlfOVI MY NAME? I AIN'T NEVER BEJN HEHE BEFDIar 
- 

MRo EXPERT 

OH I JUST GUESSEi) IT. 
b 

SAM 

DEN I'tHY DON' YO' GUESS HO\I FUR I T  I S  TO EVERrlllElU3 YO' COIN '?  

(SLIGHTLY TAKEN EUCKo) 

I DIDN'T W L Y  GUESS YOUP, NAME. 
KNO!I, sm# NJD ALL KHITE MEN I DON'T KNOKf, JOWe 

I JUST CALL ALL M5GROES I DON'T 

8 
XAXWjW Y,"SSUII. 
TO READ I T  MYSELF. 

MAYBE DIS HERE SIGN OVER HERE SAY SOhlETHIN' 0 I BEEN TRYIN' 

DAT M A T  I T  SAY? DAS RAT )'JH);'%U X'SE HEADI1J' 

MHO EXPERT 

CAN'T  YOU R E A D  ANY? 

I From tho Saturdny Evening Post;, Jenuary 8th, 1938, p. 13 
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Y,,SUH. I CAN ]BAD IIOV FUR, BUT I CAN'T READ WHERE TO, * 
hlH. EXPERT 

DID YOU EVER GO TO SClIOOL? 

SJM 

YASSUHIl 'BOUT A MONTii ONE TBEe 

BLACKOUT 

I 

m 

* 

? * From Saturday Evening,Post, January 8. 1938 pe 13 
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