BUILT BY THE PEOPLETHEMSELVESI AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT IN ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA, FROMTHE CIVIL WAR THROUGH
CIVIL RIGHTS

by

Lindsey Bestebreurtje
A Dissertation
Submitted to the
Graduate Faculty
of
George Mason University
in Partial Fulfillment of
The Requirements for the Degree

Doctor oghilosophy
History
Committee:
Dr. Jennifer Riterherhouse Director
Dr. Zachary Schrag
Dr. Suzanne Smith
Dr. Stephen Robertson
Dr. Brian Platt Department Chairperson
Dr. Cynthia Kierner Program Director
Date: March 27, 2017 Spring Semester 2017

George Mason University
Fairfax, VA



Built By the People ThemselvésAfrican American Community Development in
Arlington, Virginia, From the Civil War through Civil Rights

A Dissertatiorsubmittedin partialfulfilment of the requirements for the degree of
Doctor of Philosophyt George Mason University

by

Lindsey Bestebreurtje
Master of Art
George Mason University, 2011

Director: Jennifer Ritterhousé\ssociateProfessor
Department oHistory and Art Hstory for Doctor of Philosophy

SpringSemeste2017
George Mason University
Fairfax, VA



©00]

This work is licensed undercaeative commons
attributionrnoderivs 3.0 unported license



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/

DEDICATION

To my loving husband, Justin Rodgers

Nevertheless She Persisted.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT S

| would like to take thisime to thank some of the people who contributed to the success
of thisdissertation

First and foremost would like to thank the many archivists, librasaand professionals

who helped me through the reseagpcbcessA big thank youo Heather Crocett and

the entireteamatr | i ngt on Centr al Li brwegds Center
conducted the vast majority of my researsppreciation goes tdohn McClurelaura

Gilmour Stonerand the dedicated professionals at the Virginia Historiceile§ofor

their assistance. And finaltye staffs of the Library of Virginia, George Mason

University (GMU) Special Collections and Archives, and the University of Virginia

Special Collections and Archives.

| would like to acknowledge the research and writing grants | received which helped to
partially fund this process. Thank youtt® Virginia Historical Society for their Andrew
W. Mellon Fellowship, and to GMlfbr their Graduate Assistantshipuition
Scholarshipand PrAvard.st 0 s

While these sources of funding helppeatly, throughoutmy projectl had the honor to

work in the fieldof public history at some truly inspiring institutions. | would like to

thank a few of the amazing individuals who helped me throughout this process. Paul
Gardull o and William Pretzer at the Smiths
African American Hisory and Culture, Robert Vay at GMU Special Collections and

Archives, Lisa Davidson at the Historic AmexitcBuilding Survey, Sharon Lec8heila

Brennan andJoanTroyanoat the Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media,

and Jason Martz andtheene A #BOOMO team at the National
personal, professional, and academic support of each of you this project would not have

been possible.

Thank you to the members of my committegennifer Ritterhouse, Zachary Schrag,
Suzanne Smithand Stephen Robertsoror their input, editing, and suppoA.special
thank you to my committee chaby. Ritterhouse, for helping to shape me as a scholar



through MA. and PID. coursesby taking me on my first research trip, and by working
closelywith me throughout this dissertation. And to Dr. Schfagbeing a particularly
dedicated second reader.

Beyond my committee, | would like tcknowledgehe broader GMU community.
Thank you to all of the inspiring professors witham | had the privége b work.

Special acknowledgemestb Professor€enser, CrewRetrik, Scully, andZagarrifor

their guidance through the doctoral progrdinank you also to my peers in the.Ph
program for providing a iy collaborative and supportive environmeFfiank you to
Amanda Regan for her support in the program and invaluable help with my website.
Thanks as wello Zayna Bizri, Megan Brett, Gretchen Burgess, Erin Bush, Sara Collini,
Eric GonzabaSheri Huerta, Ben Hurwitdanelle LeggClaire Love Anne MDivitt,

David McKenzie Jordan Patty,.ynn Price, Spencer Roberts, Celeste Sharpe, Nate
Sleeter, and Jeri WieringBut special recognitiormust be reserved for Jackie Beatty, in
whom | have found protest buddy, book club partner, 8 a.m. texter, ankbhtefriend.

Thank you to some of the amazing friends in my IlifeLara Dumont, my lobster. To
Liz Looney, Aimee Grimshaw, Katgmotrys Jess Wilkand Tracy Keogfi here is to
another decade of long weekertdgether at the beacho Kyle Kearney andacob

Chang for beingan ever present source of laughfend to thefiFairlington cre@ f o r
the wine tastings, pool daysnd game nights thaerved as welcome distractions

Mostimportantly, | would like to give credit for the success and completidhis
project to my familyTo my incrediblehusbandJustinRodgerswho helped to keep me
sane and motivated through the perfect combination of laughter, reassuramoeyand

al

marathonsTo my parents, Anton and Donna Bestebreurtje, who led by example to show

me the unparalleled powef hard work and dedicatioAs my Mom always . fA s har p

penci | , sThmyrsipter KatienKsbentje, faalways being my biggest fabest
friend, ard for bringing two delightful men into my life: my brother-law Erik and
nephew RyanTo the family | gained through marriageSteve, Terry, Meghan, and Katy
Rodgerg for their love and encouragemeAnd to the entire Bestebreurtaker,

Button, Caiwell, Cash Fitzpatrick, JacksgrMcCormick, Rodgersand Zirinksyclans
thank you. love you all enough to never make you reaygldissertation



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page
LISt OF FIQUIES. ...t e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eannnaaeeeaeeeeeeas Viii
N 0] 1 = ox AT X
LYoo [T i o] o PP PP PP PP PPPPPPPPPRPPPPR 1
ADOUL ArlINGLONCOUNTY......uuiiiiiiiiiiieiiee ettt e e e e e e s et e e e e e e e e e e e e e 14
LT CCT=T Y = 1= SR 18
[ TS (0 oo = ] |/ R 26
Chapter OULIINE. ..ot r e e e e e e e e e emmrreeeeee 41

ChapterOneiWher e They Had Lived Undisturbed f o
Freedmandés Village and t he-19@.p.a.n.s.i.oa48 of Bl

Freedmandés Vill age: The..Ex.p.an.s.i.o.n..»B5if

Hal | Qs Hi e 63
Probl ems for Fr.eedmand.s..\Vil.l.ag.e.....76
The Freedmanbos...Vi.l.l.age...Di.as.p.or.a...... 89
CONCIUSION. ...ttt eeme e ettt e e e et ener e e e e e e e annne e 114

Bl ac|

ChapterTwoi 8bur ban Hoghte § €t hae Blbnuan8ububdand Str eet

White Arlingtonods -1BMWg190sd.i...n.g....C.o.n.t.r..0.1.118
SUBUDAVIIAGES. ... 122
The Era of GOOd GOVEINMENT..........cuuuueiiiii ettt e e e e e e e e e e e emeesas e e e e eeeeeees 134

The Good Citi zen 0 s-UplCampgigne....a.n.d....t..h.eli34
SUBUIDAN BOOML ..ottt e e e e e e e e e e eeenee e e e e 151
From Villages to SUBULD...........ooiiii e 151
Impacts on Black Arlington............oooiiiii e 160
CONCIUSION. ...t et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ennea e e e e eeeeeeeeas 168

Chapter Three"So That We May Occupy Our Rightful Place": Population Boom and

Changing Realities for Black Arlgtonians............cccoooeiviiiiiiiccciiii e 171
Multiple Generations of Community Organization................ccuuceeiieeeineeeeeeevnnnnn. 173

Federal Employment and Land BOQM................uuvuiiiimmmiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee e 182

Vi

at e

Cl eal



CountyWide Legal ChangeS........ooviiiiiiiiiiiiii i 194

Municipal Changes, Zoning, and Planning.................cccceiicccrveeeevvvenennieneenn. 194

|l mpacts on Arlingt.and.s..Bl.ack.Commoenhi t vy

RACIAl CONTIICT.......coiiiiiiee e e e eneee s 218
(@] o[ 11 5] o] o H PP P PP URPUPPPPP 230

Chapter FouriEver ybody Was Coming to Washington i
War Wor kers and Ar |l i ng.t.ono.s..Sub.ur.b.aB85 Expl o

The Arrivalof New Federal EMpPIOYEES...........cooovviivviiiiieeee e e 239

SUBUIDAN SPraWL.....eeeeeiiiiiiee e e 246
Americabd6s Fast es.t..Gr.owi.ng..Co.un.t.y..248

Feder al |l nvol vement i n..Arl.i.ngt.0nd.s25S5ubur b
Federal Building Projects...........ccccuuiiiiiiiiieeeiiitiiiiee e 268

| mpacts on Arlingt.onds..Bl.ack..Cammu2i5 ti es

(@] o[ 11 ] o] o PP PP TP SIRPUTPPPR 296

ChapterFvei We Cannot Lose This Fight as We Los
ReconstructonBy so0: Changing Political Realities,

Integraton, and Neighborhood Preservation.............cccccoiiiieeee 298
New Arlingtonians and Changing Political Realities...............ccccvvieeciiiiiieenen. 300
Arlingtonés Rising..Ci.uv.i.l.. .Ri.ght.s..MAi% e ment
Arl ingt ond.s..SChool. S, 319
The School Improvement MOVEMENL..............uuuiiiiiiiieeeiiiiiieieeeeeee e 319
The Court Challenges, Resisting Massive Resistance, and School Integratd®y
Fighting for PreservatiQn.............cooooiiiiiiieeee e 349
(@0 o Tod 11013 [0 o 370
(@] o [ox 11 ] o] o HS USRS 373
An End to Residatial Segregation.................uuuiiiiiiceceeviiiiisee e eeen 373
Changes iN ArliNGLOM.......oovii i s 377
Areas of Hope for Arl i.n.gt.ond.s..Bl.ac382 Nei gh
Struggles of GentrifiCation..............uuiiiiii i 388
FINAl TROUQGNTS....euiiiiiiiiiii e e 394
RETEIENCES. ... e reen e e e 398
BIOgrapny.. ..o e A3

vii



LIST OF FIGURES

Figure Page
Figure 1i Atlas of Fifteen Miles Around Washington..............ccccccviiiieemiiiiiininneeenn. 1
Figure 2i Map of the Areas Annexed by the City of Alexandria,9@hd 1929......... 18

Figure3i Map of Fr eed ma.n.a.s..\V.i.l.l.ag.e....1.8.6.554

Figure4iSket ch of Fr eedman.bs..\Vi.l.l.ag.e....15564

Figure5rResi dents of FEr.ee.dman.b.s..Vi.l.l.a.g.e58
Figure6i Fr eedmanoés .Sc.hool.,..186.4. .., 60
Figure 7i Home of Bazil Hall.............oooiiiiiiiiiieeeee s 66

Figure8 Map of Arlingtonds Af.r.i.can.. Ame.r89can

Figure 91 Diagram of Electric Railroad ROULES..............coccimiiiiicenieieieeeccee 97

Figure 10i
Figure 11
Figure 12/
Figure 13/
Figure 14
Figure 15/
Figure 16/
Figure 17
Figure 18/
Figure 19
Figure 20i
Figure 21
Figure 22/
Figure 23/
Figure 24
Figure 25/
Figure 261
Figure 27
Figure 28/
Figure 29
Figure 30i
Figure 31i
Figure 32/
Figure 33/
Figure 34i
Figure 35/

Harry W. Gray and Martha M.H. Gray..........ccccceeviiiiiisceceiceeee e 104
HOME Of HAITY Gray......ccoovieeiiiiiiiieeeeeee e 106
Homes of W.H. Butler and H.L. HoOImes.............cccooviiiiiieennciiiinnee 109
Map of Alexandria County, Virginia, 1878.............coooiiiiiieene s 122
Map of Alexandria County, Virginia, 1907.............ccccevvvviiiieenee e, 124
Map of Electric Railways of Arlintpn County, 1892941...................... 128
Play of Carlin Springs Neighborhood.............ccooovvviiiii, 134
Delegates of the 1902 Virginia Constitutional Conventiaon................ 143
SalooNSs IN ROSSIYN.........oiiiiei e 145
The Raid 0N ROSSIYN........uiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 147
Lyon Village Advertisement.............ccooovviiiiiieee e 154
Map of the Areas Annexed by the City of Alexandria, 1915 and 192960
The Newman Famlily.........cccoooeiiiiiiiiiiceee e 164
Map of Alexandria County, Virginial90Q..............ooovviiiiiiiiemnne s 171

Se

The AThree Sister.s.a..Navy..Radi.ol8 ower s

The Arlington COUNEN........oooi i eeee e 203
Atlas of Arlington County, Virginia, 1938............ccccovvvviiviiemmneeeeeeeeennns 205
African American Homes in ROSSIYN.........cccuvvviiiiiiiieeeieiiiieeeee 206
(@ 11111 o I O YOO 212
The KKK in ArliNGLON.......coooiiiiiii e 223
Chart of Population Growth, Black and white, 1908¥0....................... 239
Aerial Photographs of Arlington County............ccccvvvviiiiimemnniiiiiinnnee. 249
LIFE MAQAzZINe.......oovviii et e et e e 256
FHA Map of Richmond, VIrginia...............eeeeeeeiiiiiieeeiiiiiiieiiiceeee e 260
Colonial Village, Fairlington, and J.E.B. Stuart Homes...................... 272
Arl ingtonds Ro adihgtNePenagank.s......S.u.I..r.27%

viii



Figure 36i

Figure 37
Figure 38/
Figure 39

" Queen City and the Pentagom.........ccooeevieeieeececciiiin e eeeeeeeeens 280
Green Valley Trailer Camp.........cccoeeeeeiiiiiiiiieeee e 285
The McCall Family.........ooiiiiiiieeee e 304
Residents Wait in Long LineS to VOte......cccooeeeeeeiiiiiiiieeeei e 312

Figure 40i Hoffman-Boston High School Library............cccoviviiiiiie e 329
Figure 411 Atlas of Arlington County, Virginia, 1938............c.oovvvviviviineeereeeeennns 336
Figure 421 Pupil Placement Application FOrm..............cccooiiiiimmmnnsciiiiiieeee 339
Figure 43 Ronald Deskins, Gloria D. Thompsand Lance Dwight Newman......344
Figure 44i Stratford Middle SChool.............ooooiiiiiiii e 347
Figured5iLady Bird Johnson and Gr e.e.n..\.a3s8s
Figure 461 DUNDAr HOMES. ....coooe ittt 390
Figure4d7i Housing i n..Hal.l.os...Hi.l.l.............. 393

ey

(@}



ABSTRACT

BUILT BY THE PEOPLETHEMSELVEST AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT IN ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA, FROMTHE CIVIL WAR THROUGH
CIVIL RIGHTS

Lindsey Bestebreurtjéh.D.
George Mason Universitg017

DissertatiorDirector: Dr.Jennifer Ritterhouse

Built By the People Themselescks African American community development
as the processes of suburbanization and segregation shaped lives, the built environment,
and the law in the northern Virginia county of Arlington from the 1860s to the 1870s.
traces the strategies black iidtonians used to create lasting communities that met their
own needs and reflected their own preferences when possible within the context of white
domination in a Jim Crow society. Since its earliest suburban development, Arlington
was made up of diverseighborhoods, each with divergent, competing visions for the
areads future. Some of the oldest of these
neighborhoods Hal | 6s Hi Il Il , Johnsondés Hill, and Gr
hundr ed vy e a wlite leadersland Waydlopensaised zoning, planning,
restrictive covenants, redevelopment, and loan policies to limit and attempt to push out

Arl ingtondés black population. Racial divis



aesthetics unfolded in thesattles for spaceMy exploration of the process of creating

and defending communities within the suburban environment analyzes how the physical
environment of Arlington reflected racial tensions, as competitions over race, space, and
aesthetics literally tnlt a physical manifestation of a county divided under Jim Crow

This study tracks how black communities both challenged and supported white suburban
visions. Their community planning traditions highlight the important role the process of
suburbanizatioplayed in black community developmeley concepts explored through

this work are the role of community, and how people used these communities to shape

the development of suburban environments through their homes, neighborhoods, and the
built environmentThree main themes in this project are to question what constitutes a
suburb, to question the meaning of racial separation to see whertiseparsounted to
segregation analhen it provided space for black communities to grow, and to question

how Arlington 6s proxi mity to Washington, D. C. I mp
employment, new residents, physical occupation, and pdlityle power differentials

meant thatvhite, middle class ideas mostly dominated the suburban landscape, the
continued presenad the three anchor black communities and their impacts on the

county as a whole show how black visions of suburbanizatatributedtdc he ar ea 6 s

development.



INTRODUCTION

ALEXANDRIA COUNTY. st NE G
070 7 K e 5 .~

g - %
L - -

Tossly NE gy

Figure 1
Throughout the nineteenth century, Arlington County, Virginia was an area in transition, evolving from rural to
suburban.G. M. Hopkins, AAtlas of Fifteen Miles Around Washi nc

Alexandria, Virginia ,0 [1879, Map F232.A7.1878 Virginia Historical Society, Richmond, Virginia (Here after
VHS).

In the early 1860s, Hiram Fleet fled enslavement in southern Virginia for the
Freedmandés Village contraband biawig i n Ar |l i
Ellen, a fellow selemancipating slave from Virginia, began their family in freedam.

Fr e e d ma n dhsey b&tantelcamgenity leaders, helping to found Mt Zion Church,



and started their family. They imparted on their children the impor@ncemmunity

| eadership and activism. Following the <clo
century, their oldest son Edmund Fleet purchased a home in the black middle class
Butle-Holmes neighborhood. He worked beyond his individual neighboras@dleader

with the Masons i n Green Vall eagMtZiorhe 0Odd F
Church, which relocated from Freedmanos Vi

helped to found the ladies auxiliaries of those organizations. Their son EdeethdF

continued to be active in Arlingtonds comm
Zion,andaf oundi ng member of Arlingtonds YMCA.
Fleet, Jr. lived in the Afriitancribiegwei can J

st ory b rliThe kmily bathelocated from Butketolmes after that

neighborhood had ceased to be an exclusively black enclave in theemteth

century’The Fleet family continued their invol
intothe latet went i et h century. Fl eet, Jr.06s son W
Green Valleyb6s Mt. Zion Baptist Church. Hi
Arlington to teach public school afdfer ear

Pennsylvania. In the 1960s and 1970s she was an active member and frequently served in

' The Virginia Arrowca. 1950 RG 11, Box 4, FileAlington Central Library, Center for Local History,
Arlington, Virginia (Here after CLH).

%It is not clear exactly when the Fleets relocated, baibathe 1940 Censubkey werestill living within
the ButlerHolmes community at809South 9th StreetUnited States Census, 194Washington, D.C.:
Government Printing Office).



| eadership positions within Arlingtonds De
League of Women Voters.

The story of the FI| eet sAfricam Amehcan st ory of
community. Brought to the atookadvantggedir e ed man
federal employment opportunities asupported community institutions within and
beyond the neighborhoods where they lived. They moved throughout thg esunt
Arl ingtonds bl ack neighborhoods were for me
changes, zoning and planning legislation, and shifts in local attitudes and realities. But
despite the | oss of specific aflebinsgihidn® r hoods
including churches, schools, and social, political, and fraternal organizations endured.

These institutions and the people behind them worked to ensure the continuance of
Arl ingtonds three anchor bl akikl Ic,0 manmudn i Jta henss
Hill.

Built By the People Themselescks African American community development
as the processes of suburbanization and segregation shaped lives, the built environment,
and the law in the northern Virginia county of Arlington from the 1860s to the 1970s.

This dissert dtyi o m&s pteiotp lcanestirinedoed sotdroese Is and
oral history interview with community leader Terry Townsend he lamentet |tk

homeshad to be fAbuil t hngthe fate ef a postiemduefTHish e ms e | v

®Mt. Zion Baptist ChurghMt. Zion Centennial, 186876 (Arlington: 1976) RG 6: Arlington Churches, Box
3.CLH.

4 Terry Townsend, interview by Sara Collfrsbruary 13, 1976. Zonta Oral History Progr@iri.



complaint could apply toistually any aspect of black life in Arlington from the 1860s
through the 1960s. However, this same quote also arises in an interview with African
American county resident John Hender3téhere Townsend is lodging a complaint,
Henderson is noting a poiat pride within his neighborhood. These dual ideas, of a
hostile white environment and an active bl
broader goals of revealing the strategies black Arlingtonians used to create lasting
communities that met theawn needs and reflected their own preferences to the greatest
extent possible within the context of white domination in a Jim Crow society.

By 1950, Arlington County, Virginia, looked like one continuous suburb of
Washington, D.C. But in reality, Arlingtowas made up of a series of distinct and
di verse neighborhoods, each with divergent
future. Some of the oldest and most enduring of these neighborhoods were the three
African American comommumsdné&s HKifl Haldmd G é ¢
hi stories stretch back to antebell um Virgi
and after the Civil War.

It was not just these neighborhodbatendured, but also their residents.
Ar |l i ngt on @mdswerk averk stable graug with high rates of home ownership.
In 1900, 59% of black families in Arlington owned their homes, above the national rate

of 46.5% of home ownership for all Americans that same Y&rese numbers

® John Henderson, interview by Jessica Walldebsicd I f f | OKE a{ i2NASa FNRBY vdzsSSy
Neighborhood, the Cost of Progreé®atch October 142011.

®Nancy Perry, Spencer Crew, NigeMdaters 4 Q2 S RARY Qi KI @S ye 20KSNI LI | OF
Patterns in Segreged Arlington County, VirgineSouthern Geographg¥ol. 53, No. 4 (Winter 2013)



continued to riseat 64% by1920, with little turmver in home ownership for the next

twenty yearsThis stabilityreflects the facthatseverag e ner at i ons of Ar |l in

African American residents stayed in the homes and neighborhoods where they §rew up.

But this seeming stabiyi masks an encroaching white populace whose leaders attempted

to push out Arlingtonds black residents.
The 1860sandthe early 1970s were boekds of major periods of transition for

Ar |l i ngt oeightsorhdodsard khepopulatiors. In 1863 the federal government

created Freedmanotés Village contraband camp

during the Civil War. Freedmanodés Vill age b

and was t he c¢ ou npptaynédneighborha®ut eginningringhe $88Qsr e

a revitalized white population following the destruction of the Civil War exerted social

and | egal pressures against Freedmands Vil

|l ndi vidual <citizens, Ar andthegfederal gosernmena der s ,

who all wanted county lands for themselves, mounted extreme pressures against

Freedmanods Vil | 4Fgpmtha1880s tb 198he precessfdlasing s .

United States Census, 19@Washington, D.CGovernment Printing Office)
<http://lwww.census.gov/hhes/www/housing/census/historic/owner.html>

"Perryet.al.,d Q2 S RARY QU KI @S dSguther2Gebgtaplief2013). 0S (2 f A JSQ

® Fort Myer was originally opened as Fort Whipple. Named for Bidegor General Amiel Weeks
Whipple in 1863, the instillation was renamed for Brigadier General Albert J. Myer in 1881. For the
purposes of this project it will be called Fort Myer throughout.



Fr e ed ma n dvas underlvalpsatiiese groups all pushed tdaen that land and
remove black social and political power

This closuresparked a movement of African Americans across the céunty
forming new communities and expanding those settlements which were created before
and immediately after the Civil War. Wdismaller periods of transition in the interim, the
1940s saw major changes i n Ar buildugforonds bl a
WWII defense industries pushed out black communities and reshaped the matkeup of
remainingAfrican American commuties through federally subsidized housidgning,
planning, restrictive covenants, redevelopment, and loan policies were all used to restrict
and attempt to push o uBlackhonhes andgjfanuliasbos bl a c k
lived in nearly a dozen settigents in 190Qvere constricted to oniyhethreeanchor
communitiedby 1950.But, despite this constrictioni t hi n Ar |l i ngton Coun:
increasingly standardizesiburban environmentommunity members remained active
in neighborhood and cross county orgatians while also working to preserve their
homes and communities for future generatiémem 1965 to 1973 their places in the
county were solidified when the active organization of community residents forced the
Arlington Planning Commission to includéps to preserve these neighborhoods in their
Neighborhood Conservation Prografhis study explorehow these neighborhoods

were able to survive and thrive, studyihgir residents’ tactics for resistance, community

¢KS LINRPOSaa 2F Of2aAry3da CNIB®BROOK o el liferin theflateA8B0spaBA | Y A Y
ga O02YLX SGSR 0608 mMpnnd® wD wMHHoY CNBSRYlIyQa Attt 3IS /
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building, andadaptatiorto attempt to stay in the homte®ey had made for themselves
and their families.

Though containing diverse elements, at its core this is a study of African
American community development, especially as it relates to suburban development.
Previously workdooked at suburban developmemiy through the lens of black
exclusion and white flight: This great oversight began to be rectified in the 1990s and
into the new millennium. With the rise of African American history in suburban studies,
community buildhg becamea major focus? This is especially true when looking at the
neighborhood, community, and state level political battles of the long Civil Rights
Movement'® These works look at African American suburban development as it relates
to civil rights ch#lenges, such as attempts of African Americans to contest restrictive
covenants to move into previously all white neighborhoods or to challenge economic

restrictions which kept blacks from being full participants in American capitafi§ut

" Kevin M. KruséWVhite Flight: Atlanta and the Making of Modern Conservatiéiew Jersey: Princeton
University Press, 2005).

12 3ames N. Gregoryhe Southern Diaspora: How the Great Migrations of Black and White Southerners
Transformed AmericdChapel HillThe University of North Carolina Press, 2007).

Bwilliam H. ChafeCivilities and Civil Rights: Greenshoro, North Carolina, and the Black Struggle for

Freedom (OxfordOxford University Press, 1980Jhomas JSugrue Sweet Land of LibertyfNew York

wlkyR2Y 1 2dzaS = wnnyod . & FIN GKS Y2ad LJ2Lddz I NI (2 LKA C
development has been its relationship to the Civil Rights Movement generally, and school integration

specifically. Alison Bauer Campbéllt K S wrdgrtiorii Rington Public Schools 198®71§

Arlington Historical Magazin&/ol. 10, No. 4Qct. 1996) p 2742, James McGrath Moriig !/ KAy 1 Ay (K
Armor: The Black Led Struggle for School Desegregation in Arlington, Virginia, and the End of Massive
Resistancg Journal of Policy Histaryol. 13, Na 2 (2001)p 329366.

! Charles E Connerl§he Most Segregated City in America: City Planning and Civil Rights in Birmingham,
19201980 (Virginia: Uniersity of Virginia Press, 2005Robert Rodgers Kstiad, Civil Rights Unionism:
Tobacco Workers and the Struggle for Democracy in the Mid Twentieth Century(Souti Carolina:
University of North Carolina Press, 2003).



other works hae moved beyond a focus on community building as it relates to civil

rights to investigate African American suburbanization in its own fijRerhaps the
strongest of these works is Andrew Weiseos
suburbanizatiofPlaces of their Own: African American Suburbanization in the Twentieth
Century™ Because his subject had gone mostly unstudied to this point, a large part of

Wei seds narrative centers on showing that
environments where otreehad assumed they had been barred.

Arlingtonds devel opment offers an inter
development becausachof Ar |l i ngtonds neighborhoods de
Growing in various places across the county, they each had their own development
strategies and social and class mage.But some paths of community formation were
consistent, as each of thesegéiorhoods were host to churches, schools, businesses,
social institutions. These community insti
small black enclaves:or the purpose of this studyficommunityp i s defi ned as

which hadbothhomesand at least one community institution, suclkaekurch, school,

*Matthew D. Lassiter and Joseph Cresping KS 9y R 2 F { 2 dzil K $i&/D. ladsiter] 2 NB € & A (
and Joseph Crespino, edhie Myth of Southern Exceptionaligi@xford Oxford University Press, 2010

Josh Sided,A City Limits: African American Los Angeles from the Great DepressiofPtegbet

(California: University of CalifomPress, 2003).; Robert 8elf, American Babylon: Race And Struggle For

Postwar Oakland(Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 20882y I ft R W2 Ky a2y X AGCNRY w
Suburb to Racial Enclave: LeDroit Park, Washington, D.C-M1&80 Rhylén Vol. 45 (1984) p 2640.;

Edward Orsed { SO2 Yy RKI YR {dzodzNb &Y .t 01 tA2ySE8mMmEnxy . € GAY
Journal of Urban History/ol. 10, Na 3 (1990) p 22&2.; M. Ruth Littled ¢ KS h i KSNJ { ARS 2F (K
Middle Class Neighborhoodlthi WAY / NR g . dzZAf G0 Ay 9FINI& ¢oSYyaASGIK /¢
Annmarie Adams and Sally McMurry, eBigseryday Landscapes: Perspectives in Vernacular Architecture
VII(Knozville, 1997) p 26330.; Thomas HanchetSorting out the New South City: RaC&ss, and Urban

Development in Charlotte, 1871975 (Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 1998).

'® Andrew WiesePlaces of Their Own: African American Suburbanization in the Twentieth Century
(Chicagolll.: University of Chicago Pre2§04).



or civic organization. An area can also be defined as a community if it was centrally
planned and platted assuthn contrast, an fAenclaveodo only
not centrally planed and was host to no community institutions. Though the distinction
bet ween Acommu n isnotsolehadefthedibesize, énalaves asually
featurel fewer families than commutneés and their residents healtravel beyond the
neighborhood foall community institutions.

The community institutions grew from and continued to perpetuate strong African
American communities, and they helped to create some communities whicmuare
more entrenched than other communities, blacklote. But institdions alone were not
enough to secure a neighborhoodds continua
Queen City began in the early 1900s and was host to three churches and several
businesses before being unceremoniously condemned and torn down io héaket
way for the road network of the War Depart
presence of African American parallel institutions was not enough to explain the
continued presence of the three persistent communities.

The study of these African Aenican development patterns in their own right is
an important contribution to the history of black community development. But beyond
looking at community development alone this work will have a strong focus on the black
built environment, which is undetsgtied. This is especially true in a suburban
environment like Arlington, as recognition of the presence of African Americans in
suburbia has only entered the historiography within the last decade. A study of the built

environment will establish a physiaahderstanding of the layout of homes, churches,



schools, and club houses created by Arling
another and to white encroachment. The built environment is a too often overlooked
element of community, with studies @@mmunity development focusing on institutions
and communities as theoretical abstractions rather than tangible plac@samination
of Ar |l i ngt on 0 swil belpitolstiow leow the broademA&icah American
community of Arlington related to tirandividual neighborhoods as well as their county
wide institutions. Additionally, by looking at the physical spaces created by African
Americans, the homes, yards, and institutions that reflected their present lives and future
aspirations, we will be #to see how and in what instances the built environment
created was similar or different from that of their neighboring white communities.
What makes a study of Arlingtonds persi
interesting is to explore their relatiship with the changing environment, from seural
to suburban over the course of several decades. Such a study allows an investigation of
race and class divisions within the county, including compeigsghetics anidleas
about what constituted dedata homes and neighborhoods. We also see external forces
at work, including segregation and disfranchisement laws passed by the state of Virginia
and various policies of the federal government. Providing an extensive amount-of blue
and whitecollar employnent for African American men and womehe federal
government createa uniqgue employment typet available tamost southerifrican

Americans, who were by and large farmers, factory workers, or, in the case of the

10



growing black urban middle class, ows@nd operators of segregated busineSsEse

federal governmeritas playea unique role in Arlington as both a nearby source of

employment and an authoritative power. Large portions of Arlington were physically

occupied and controlled by the federalgmment throughout the nineteenth and

t wentieth centuries with Arlington Nationa
the Navy Annex, the Pentagon, National Airportand t he Depart ment of
Experimental FarmToday 18% of the County is capied by the federal government. Of

course Arlington is also affected by those federal policies which impacted the entire

country during this time, such as Federal Housing Administration (FHA) lending
policies. Il ndeed, o0ne anmsWwentttddeveléper Saostave®Riag | i e s
to construct Arlingtonds Colonial®Tmell age
FHA worked closely with Ring and his archi
Village to be a model for subsequent Fitsured prag ¢ t*°She proximity of the

feder al city, the governmentds physical oc

policies which created suburban subsidies, loans, and tax policies not only for Arlington,

"IyyS wo | 2Nyaoes a! TNEOWYAY YENRDE NEnAWOARpBGMS § B 212KE 6
African American Histor@lton Hornsby, Jret. al, eds. (Malden, MassBlackwell Publishing, 2005) p
325331.

Bl YyRNY DO . 22 RINRSY & QArNENiY So1d1a sD / 2 f\VeaghingtdnPost,A £ £ | 3S S
October 6, 1977.; "Building MoneAfchitectural Forumyol. 6, No. 3 (Aug. 1935) p 1389, Allison

Comings, "Village Developer Glad He Sold to Mahilifigton JournalDecember 22, 18B.; "FHA

Experience in Rental Housihgnsured MortgageYol. 4 (April 1940), p 112, 24.; Brian H. Ford, ed.,

Colonial Village: The Cultural and Architectural Heritdgeington, Va.: Colonial Village Preservation

Committee, 1978).

¥ National Registeof Historic Placegolonial Villagehy Virginia Histoic Landmarks Commission Survey,
197,p 2
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but nationwi de, mean nthadamexcepiiondl relatigrisltopntad s d e v
federal authority.
Throughout this dissertation | discuss Arlington County as a growing suburban
area. An important aspect of studying Arlington as a suburban environment is
understanding when residents thought ofrtbelves as living in a suburb. The idea of

Arlington as a suburb evolved during the {ateeteenth century. For example, an 1872

advertisement for homes in the Hall 6s Hilll
but still descrli&oaed s$ihtuarted as &fBUE amodor si
by 1892, advertisements for Hall éar Hi |l | re

suburb of Washingtoff- By the first decade of the twentieth century nearly every
publication and advertisemensdussing homes and developments in Arlington County
used the wo¥d fisuburban. o

A study of Arlingtonds persistent bl ack
county as a whole also allows us The chall e
environmentslescribed by this word changed over time, from isolated suburban village
communities dotted across the landscape, to one contiguous, dense suburban environment
of interconnected communitiedistorians who study suburbia and suburbanization are

constantlyreworking their definitions. Suburbs are both symbolic and a planning type,

08 Lt t0&a6 H RD S NThe BvéhividStaiugust 14, 1872.

2ttt Qa 1At ol RIKS NI BaShinStyiNBéSeptember 171892.

#2 Crandal MackeyA Brief History of Alexandria County, Virgiii®07); Barbor, Williams & Company

Real Estate Insurangg@ CI £ £ & / KdzNOK + A NHA y ANariNethdrtéh@RIROsd A SYSYy G0 X (

Netherton, Arlington County in Virginia: A Pictdrldistory (Norfolk, Virginia: The Donning Company
Publishers, 1987)Lyon & Fitch, Inc. "Lyon Villagédvertisement), ca. 192Wertical File: Lyon Par€L H.
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making them difficult to defin€Ar | i ngt on6s white communiti es
for a suburban vision corssent with the idealized strear and picture window suburbs

studied by early historical studies of subuiittke f i ned, i n Kenneth Jacl
Af unct ifaomresidemt@lp class (middle and upper status), separation (a daily
journey to work), and den#&Byttheeaflylo20s, rel at i v
Arlington was a fAthickIly seZ?®Thissubutbancont i nuo
devel opment pitted the subur baandpolitdcala l push
leaders and developers against African American neighborhood development and

autoromy. Whites tried to exercise authority over and exclude bliaxén when black

visions of suburban development were in line with thepteened streamlinedand

mi ddl e class visions of their white counte
leadersnor its black residents got exactly what they wanted, African American planning

and community creation in Arlington shows the important role the process of

suburbanization played as visions of community development between black and white

competedduringthe Jim Crow era.

BKenneth T. Jackso@rabgrass Frontier: The Suburbanization of the United States; York Oxford
University Press, 1985)

24Jackson(:rabgrass Frontie(1985) p 11.

% |n the 1920s Clarendon attempted to become its own incorporated town. But the Virginia Supreme
Court determined that they did not have the right to break away because thetgouas one densely
settled suburban area and not a series of separate toBesnett v. Garreft132 VA 397, (Opinion June
15, 1922).Cases Decided in the Supreme Court of Appeals of VingahiaGXXXII, (Richmond: David
Bottom, Superintendent of PublRrinting, 1922) p 400.
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About Arlington County

Arlington is a 25.7 square mile county in northern Virginia, directly across the Potomac

River from Washington, D.Cl he area that would become Adjton ha notable

connections to the early explorations of JohntBrm 1608 and as lands owned by

founding fathers George Washington and George Mason. But the lands of the county did

not become a distinct area until 1790, wharginia donated Arlington County and

Alexandria City to form a portion of Washington, D’Qn 1846 the District retroceded
Virginiaods | ands BdFokthat timeuntih1870@dindtonRiodmi ni on .
Alexandriafunctioned unofficially as separate entitiEsen during the years of their

formal connection, many local laws and regulatidipuated if they were intended for

t he fr¢ihtydicountyo portion of what®ihwas col |
1870, changes to Vir githdatwotstitiesofoamtallyspt onst i t u
into separate municipalitie$his split was embraced by county leaders and residents

because the city and growing suburban county had conflicting needs and visions for their

futures. They frequently competed over resources and clashed over issues of land use.

PhFTAOS 2F GKS /2dzyté alyl3ISNE ! NP Ay3IdG2ys a! | A&adz2N
(Virginia: 1955, 2011.) p 14.; Roselington County, Virginig1976) p 915.

" presidentlames KPolk signed the lands of lkrgton County and Alexandria City back to Virginia on
February 3, 1846 after lobbying from Virginia business men, resistant to competition with Georgetown,
and supporters of slavery, worried about restrictions on slavery and the slave trade in the feitei@lB.
Rose Arlington County Virginia: A Histofyirginia: The Arligton Historical Society, 1976) p-82.

*Because of this informal separation of laws, lands, and people and the formal break between the two

shortly after the opening of my dissérti A 2y Qa GAYSt Ay Ss L RSIt tAGGES gAd
G/ FLAGEE / Ad@ |y RArlihghdh HisfoRcal Mygazin®/azy 1R MoNI(Scé 1998)..5C

RoseJr,a! YYSELF A2y 2F | t2NIA2y 27F | NI AyMlifigloy / 2dzy(ié& o8&
Historical Magazin&ol. 2, No. 4 (Oct 1964).; Rogelington County, Virginjg1976).
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But beginning in 1870 Amgton County was freed to determine the trajectory of its own
development without the influence of Alexandria City.

Though they functioned independently beginning in 1870, city and county were
both known as fAAl exandr i aedfaranewhamdl@lse Cou
by the first decades of the twentieth century the county shared little with the city.
Arlington had a built environment and municipal trajectory distinct from the urban
development of Alexandria City. Following the close of theiltar suburban village
neighborhoods, constructed in isolation from one another, dominated the landscape.
These villages were laid out by newly minted developers, who were often large
landowners transitioning to amateur developers. County leaders esgectdes around
the turn of the century to create neighborhoods that fit their visions of ideal suburban
environments. At the same time, they created a social and political environment that
strengthened those neighborhoods. Together the built enviroamenew political
climate allowed county leaders to connect their neighborhoods and the visions of their
founders into one, dense suburban environment. Through these processes, Arlington's
white community moved from one of isolated suburban villages tcamiyuous
suburban environment. In contrast Alexandria continued to grow not as a suburban
environment connected to the federal city, but as a misedurban environment.

Beyond the distinctive physical environments created, county and city residents

often did not see eye to eye on political matters. In 1846, county residents did not support

2 RoseArlington County, Virginjg1976) p 119145.
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retrocession back to Virginia from the District of Columbia as city resident tfid.
1860 county residents voted to remain a part of the Union, while city resjpleferred
the Confederac}' These early patterns of soci al di v e
popul ation grew, they continued to want th
popul ation warranted their o*vhhoughtoeats i n Vi r
knew the difference between the areas, outsiders frequently grouped the city and county
together because of their shared name, often making the county the de facto subordinate
to the city. To distinguish themselves Arlington political leadersohahg t he count y o
name to Arlington after the plantation hom
E. Lee, and the nationally famous Arlington National Cemetery.

Additionally, Arlingtonians wanted to create a distinct name because of bad blood
betwea the twojurisdictions Throughout thdirst decades of the twentietienturyas
Arl ingtonds suburban environment expanded,
they had losin 1870and began to positidtself to take land from the counf§.In two
court cases concluding in 1915 and 1929 th

that Ait is necessary and expedient that t

% RoseArlington Couty, Virginia(1976) p 8182.

*1n the elections leading up to the Civil War, Arlingtonians supported Constitutional Unionists, who ran

on platforms of maintaining both the Union and slavery. In contrast, residents of nearby Alexandria City
supported secessn. RoseArlington County, Virginig1976) p 95.

¥ Virginia General Assemblicts of Assembly1920, chapter 241.

¥Rosea ! YYSEFGAZ2Y 2F F t2NIA2Yy 2F | NI A yHhéAlyigtoh2dzy & o8&

Historical MagazingOct.1964);h F ¥ A OS 2F (KS / 2dzydeé alylF3ISNE ! NI Ay3i
2F INIAYy3G2y /2dyGes +ANBAYALE O+ANBAYALY MdppEZ HAW
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shoul d b ée*Withthesemewebdundaries Arlington lost 3,000 acres to

Alexandria>® These acres amounted to major lossésriitory, resourcesail-lines,

sources of revenyeommunities, anthetax baseFollowing the 1915 decision, the

county underwent a name change from Alexandria County to Arlington County in 1920.
Forthepur pose of <clarity, #AArlingtono wild/l be
describe the areamitside the City of Alexandria that were nonetheless called

ifnAl exandriaodo unti l 1920.

¥RNTFTAOS 2F GKS /2dzytié al yl3aSNE ' NI Ay3Id2ys ! 1 AadzN
(Virginia: 1955, 2011.).

% For more information on the impact of annexation on African American communities within the lands
transferred to Alexandria Cityseé NE ai ey wod az22y>s G¢KS ! FNAOFY ! YSNAOF
Virginia, 1930a1 ¢ c fité irginia Magazine of Hisioand Biographyol. 124, No. {2016) p 2868.;

Roseg ! YYSEIFIGAZ2Y 2F | t2NIA2Yy 2F | NI AymHéAlyigoh2dzyié oé
Historical Magazing(Oct.1964).
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Figure 2
Areas Annexed by the City of Alexadria in 1915 and 1929, Drafted by W. B. Allison and B. Sims. Office of the
County Manager, Arlington, fAA Hi sntoyr,y \Wifr gtihnei aBoo u(niarrgiiensi a

2011).

Green Valley
Green Vall ey was Acoinmunity.titoroots san bearaced e st Db

back to the 1840s. At this tintke countywas predominantlynade up ogmall farms

growing staple crops, thoughere were a few larger plantatiomscludingthe Parle
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Custis fami | y &%rington hadaglaticely sntlbfieesbéack population
in the decades leading up to the Civil Wlar1840the county was home #290enslaved
and 235 free people of colaithin a total population of approximately 1,580rhese
individualsand familiedived throughout ta county, in small clusters or intermingled
amongst white farms and homes.

One such African American family was the Jones family. In 1844 Sarah and Levi
Jones purchased fourteen acres of land to farm and build a®h@iwer property lay in
southeastern Arlington on a hill overlooking Four Mile Run. Not much is known about
Sarah Jones in the years before she and her husband purchased tH&iiHearm.
husband, Levi Jones was born into freedom in nearby Fairfax, Virglisgarents,
Davy and Evy, were originally enslaved on

plantation®® In accordance with the will of the laRresident, all of the enslaved

% Though no longer numerous by the outbreak of the Civil War, largeailans had been the dominant
land type in the land that would become Arlington throughout the eighteenth century. The plantations of
George Washington, George Mason, and Lord Fairfax, among others, extended into lands that would
become Arlington CountyArlington House and plantation would come to be the home of Robert E. Lee
and his wife Mary Custis Lee in 1857.

% This designation is of African Americans living in the county outside of Alexandria City. The total
population of the area was 9,968,4590f whom live in the city. Rosérlington CountyVirginia (1976)
p 87.; United States Census, 184Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office).

Brtaz tAa0SR a a{FNIKaCKPé al yR2F! V-RicksamidPaopesv ¢4 SIF TV
The Arlington Historical Magazingol. 2, No. 2 (Oct. 1962)17-33.

¥ sarah is not featured on the Free Negro Registry, possibly because she was covered under her husband.
She is potentially the child of Matilda, a woman emancipated by John C. Hard&30 along with an

unnamed three year old daughteflexandria County GovernmerRegisteyVol. 1, No. 298June 10,

1830, p 43.DPorothy S. Provinddlexandria County, Virginia Free Negro Registers-1881, (Bowie, M.:

Heritage Books, 1990).

P faz aLISff SR o Registrdtions 6f Frge Nedroed, Bo§laiHax, Va.Fairfax Historical
Commission, 1977) p 66, 96, 98.
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individuals who made up his estate were freed following the death of his wifeaVart

Washington in 1801* This included Davy, Evy, and their two daughters, Sarah and

Nancy. In the years to come, the Jones family grew to include three more children,

David, Joseph, and Levi, all born free. In 1833 Levi moved to Arlington where he likely

worked as a farm harid For eleven years the Jonses saved their money until they had

enough to purchase those fourteen acres from Arlington land owner Elizabeth Baggott at

a rate of $200 down, and $235 over the course of five §&@ns this land they grewats

and corn, had a large peach orchard of fifty trees, and built a barn and dairy house for

theiranimals*The Joneses constowmuyl eldo dcaEndiign [ t e

style®> With this home and land Levi and Sarah Jones set this area on a lpatiorioe

one of Arlingtondés core African American n
Enslaved individuals and families resided nearby, including those living on the

property of prominent white | andowner Anth

*I George Washingtor(July 9, 1799 [ I 4 6 yRA €S adl YSYd 2F DS2NEBS 2| aKAY I
Special Collectiorend Archives, Mount Vernon, Virginkhttp://www.mountvernon.org/the-estate-
gardens/thetombs/georgewashingtonsl 799will/ >

*2 provine Alexandria Count Virginia Free Negro Registers 172861, (1990); Rose,d ¢ KS al LJ 2 F
I NX Ay 3§ 2 Yhe Arfhgton Histgrizat MagazinéOct. 1962)

43 Arlington County Governmen&rlington County Deed BookPLp. 36,Vertical File: Nauck, CLLH.
Arlington CountyGovernment Arlington County Deed Bogk 154179, Vertical File: Nauc€LH.

*U.S. Southern Claims Commissi@nA NBHA Y AL = | f SE lcy BBRIMS7E). MWDfinwz2y Sas [ SO
Publication M2062, 36 Rolls; NAI 55715. Records of the Accounting OdfitkesDepartment of the
Treasury, Record Group 2INational Archives, Washington, D.C. (Here after NARA)

BeKS wW2ySaQ K2YS 6Fa RSaAGNRESR RdNAy3a GKS / ABAE 2L N
for funds which they used to build an evemdar, twod 1 2 NB g2 2 R T NlomMyDdfGe@geS® a ¢ Sa i
{ K2 NI SNE 0 h&ZFsrSD SobtherQlaiins Commissiod,+ A NBAY AL X | f SEIFI YRNAF X
(ca.18721877). Microfilm Publication M2062, 36 Rolls; NAI 55715. Records of the AccountiregsQ@ific

the Department of the Treasury, Record Group 24A&RA.
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William, Jr., purchased fortgix acres of largely undeveloped and forested land from the
Alexander family in southeastern Arlingtdhln 1821 Anthony came to own the property
which he expanded to include 1,000 additional acres and the large Green Valley Manor
home, the third largestanftation in Arlingtort’ The Fraser property featured a
combination of tenant farmers and enslaved African Americans working th& land.

1850 the Frasers owned twelve enslaved individuaight men and boys, ranging in age
from 4 to 70 years, and fouromen and girls, ranging in age from an infant to 30 y&ars.
Only two of these individuals are listed by naimdathan Butler, age 30, and Douglas

Jones, age 20.In the 1860 Census Anthony Fraser is shown as owning nine enslaved

®rf a2 aLISttSR ACNIT SNWE 5FyASt CNIASNI FANBRG SYAINT G
2AfEALFY aSGGft SR Ay I NI Ay3Iid2y Ay wmTtpy plantatoniSylyid Fl
Eleanor Lee TemplemaArlington Heritage: Vignettes of a Virginia Couri8elf Published: 1959) p 60.

4 RoseArlington County, Virginiél976).; TemplemarArlington Heritage(1959) p 6Q Arlington County
GovernmentArlington Ridge Neighborhood Conservation PignRichard Herbs{2013) p 21.

8 \White farmers John Casey, age 60, and Edward Clements, age 30, worked the land asUeitants.
States Census, 185Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office) databade
imagesFamilySeargnttps://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M88DA4T : 9 November 2014), Anthony
N. Frazier, Alexandria county, part of, Alexandria, Virginia, United States; citing family 1545, NARA
microfilm publication M432 (Washington, D.C.: Watl Archives and Records Administration, n.d.).

9 United States Census, 1850: Slave Sche@Wiashington, D.C.: Government Printing Office) database
with images FamilySeardfinttps://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MV8KI9G : 7 November 2014),
Anthony Fazier, Alexandria county, Alexandria, Virginia, United States; citing line number 12, NARA
microfilm publication M432 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL
microfilm 444,973.

* United States Census, 18%Washington, IT.: Government Printing Office) database with
imagesFamilySeargttps://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M88DA4T : 9 November 2014), Anthony
N. Frazier, Alexandria county, part of, Alexandria, Virginia, United States; citing family 1545, NARA
microfilm publication M432 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administratidn, n.d
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individualsi five men andoys ranging in age from 10 to 57 years, and four women and
girls, ranging in age from 17 to 56 yeats.

Beyond a local enslaved population, the free African American Syphax family
lived and worked approximately two miles from tlomds property. In 1826 ¢h
ParkeCustis family manumitted three members of the Syphax family, mother Maria and
children Elinor and Willian? At this time George Washington PaiRestis gifted Maria
Syphax a seventeen acre tract of land in Arlington County along what is today Shirle
Highway, Interstate 39% On this property the Syphax family built a home and farm, and
Maria bore eight more children into freedo
his family in freedom upon his manumission in 186Maria and her children all

received formal educations, a rarity for African Americans at this ¥miarough this

*! United States Census, 1860: Slave Schedinthony Frazier, Alexandria county, Alexandria, Virginia,
United States(Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office).

29 @gStey wWSAR {@LKEFES &2 A téThe ArihgténaHisiricaEMagaziged! 6dzy A & [ St
No. 1 (Oct 1977) p 424.

*3 Maria Cater Syphax is believed to be the illegitimate daughter of George Washington Park Custis and his
enslaved house servadtrie Anna Carter. This is one explanation for his decisions to educate, free, and

IAFG fFYR G2 alNAF® 5N 9@gStéy {@LKIES AYyGSNWASS o8
Folder 30CLHT ! { ! N & vdzt NI SNJ al &0 S Ndn:SAGiriglor\\a ¥ot WiyieEandt a | L] 2 F
brid / SYSHBAREI A NOMyHAI®Y /[ 2dzyie ! NOKAGAAGT aly 1 yy2i
Arlington County 160 ¢ n Arkhgton Historical Magazin&/ol. 4, No. 2 (Oct. 1970)56-65.

*Robert E. Lee freed SyphaxiBblin accordance with the terms and conditions of George Washington
tFN] /dzadAaqQ fIRANBRKSE YR ISaAT VSydiewkS [FyR 2F al N
al dza 2 t Aldmiod Historical Magazingol. 7, No. 4 (Oct. 1984)64¢80.

** Maria was educated alongside her probable hsifter Mary Ann Randolph Custis at Arlington House,

while her children were educated in Alexandria and Washington. It is not known whether Charles was

formally educated, but it is possible that he also received sarfegrnal education because he served as a
GK2dzaS atl @S¢ FyR 0SOlFdzaAS KAa FFHAOKSNE 2At€AFY {@LKI
Ay 1ESEFYRNAF® 166200® a¢KS [ |y R AdngtonaHistadcal { & LIKIF E |y
Magazine (Oct.1984)
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education and their landholdings, the Syphax clan became an early prominent free black
family in Arlington. They would come to support Arlihgpn 6 s gr owi ng bl ack
following the Civil War.

Nevertheless, the area around the Jones property did not attract other African
American buyers in the 1840s and 1850s. This was because Arlington only had a small
free black population, limiting the mber of potential buyers. Additionally, free African
Americans held a precarious place in southern society during the era of slavery. Though
not enslaved, they were also not entirely free because of the multitude of restrictive Black
Codes limiting theirights, economic and educational opportunities, and personal
choices’® Codes limiting the rights of free and enslaved blacks began in colonial
Virginia, but were greatly expanded in strength and scope following the panic
accompani ed by N uprisihgin soeheastern \lirgirBaBlack dodes
existed in Arlington, but were not enforced unilaterally until the late 1840s, after

Arlington County and Alexandria City were retroceded to Virgitfia.

Pw2aSy KIS chomorFdoess éb igAEmfapose History of Alexandria, Vol. (L975) p 82
o1.

w2aSydKLEf S ¢hovorFdces éb igAEE#posi History of Alexandria, Vol. (L975) p 82
91.; Lacy K. For@eliver Us From Evil: The Slavery Question in the Old @bdtnd: Oxford University
Press, 2009); John T. O'Brien, "Factory, Church, and Community: Blacks in Antebellum Ridburaat"”
of Southern Historywol. 44, No. 4 (Nov. 1978) p. 5896.; Anthay E. Kaye]oining Places: Slave
Neighborhoods in the Old SouiiNorth Carolina: University of North Carolina Press, 2009®.1

BC2NJ SEFYLX ST 6KAfS I NI Ay3AGd2y NBIdZANBR GKS NBIAAGNT
codes, this pactice was far from comprehensive. However, in the years immediately following

retrocession to Virginia, the numbers of free black registrants rose sharply without a corresponding in

migration of people. So these individuals were required to registeriferfirst time under the new social

FYR LREAGAOLE Of AYl 19 FacssE S 6 A GolifdpoSi Histary apAlexdndrix, S a

Vol. 1,(1975) p 8291.
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I n the absence of e akpbgulationtapk off antylvith Ar | i n
the war years. Immediately following the Civil War, Green Valley quickly emerged as an
African American community. It became the largest community in terms of both
geography and population by 1900, when the closure of Feeedins Vi | | age woul
greatly change the landscape of black Arlington. The strength of Green Valley was due,
in large part, to the presence of the Jones family. Levi and Sarah Jones were successful
farmers before the war.Their prosperity allowed them to expd their farm. Beginning
with a lot of fourteen acres, Jones purchased eight additional acres of land as it became
available. Five of these acres were obtained for the purpose of subdivision and sale to
African Americang?

The white Fraser family, whosereen Valley Manor home became the namesake
for the community, also sold land to African Americans at this time. The Fraser home
and property were greatly damaged during the Civil War. This was because occupying
federal forces used their home and landofat h Fort Barnard and a <c
for Union soldier$’ These military instillations greatly impacted the physical

environment of the Fraserés | and as trees

% Lands and improvements were valued $2,580 for 15 acres, about $166 per acre, before11865. |

O2YLI N azys 20t gKAGS fILyR26ySNI . FTAf 1+FffQa €I yR
was substantially larger, resulting in greapersonal wealth overall. U.SouthernClaims Commission,
GxANBAYAL S | SEc¢tayl7NIBT7)EMishTiim Riblicien M20625 BB Rélls; BIAI 55715.

Records of the Accounting Officers of the Department of the Treasury, Record GrolpAHRA,

® purchased five additional acres from the Elizabeth Baggott estate in the 1870s. In 1878, Jones owned
aS@SyiSSy ONBa 2F fFyR | FiSN ahefAdingion Hsricd > G ¢ KS al L
Magazine (Oct. 1962).; Thomas O'Brien "Historic SyreENauck Neighborhood, Arlington County,

Virginia," (Unpublished Paper, December 19&81)H.

61TemplemanArIington Heritage(1959) p 60.
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for the fort. The convalescent camp led tmé changes to the property because of its

scopel consisting of barracks, a hospital, officer and surgeon quarters, and’more.

Family accounts hold that the steady thud of axes chopping down trees greatly saddened
Anthony Frasef? This stemmed from loss smcome and property, worth an estimated
$34,000, but also because Anthony Fraser was known to be a Confederate synffathizer.
When the Union occupied his home during the war they hung a Union military flag over
his front door. In a small act of defiané&aser refused to use the front door and pass

under the flag from that time forward, instead entering and exiting through the rear of the
house® Despite these prejudices, extreme economic hardships because of the destruction
of property and loss of ensled labor pushed Fraser to sell land to African Americans

following the Civil War®®

®2 Arlington County Department of Community Planning, Housing and Developfh@hide to African
American Heritagef Arlington County(Virginia, 2016) p 24.

% Arlington County Governmenljauck: A Community Rich in HistdsyNauck Civic Association,
(Arlington, September 2013) 6.

“pbonZonH T2N {KES. Soathern{CRIiRSICoRMiSsibnE S B A Vidvid, Enthbriy S E I
CN} 8SNE b2d ytoyé¢ wSO2NR&a 2F GKS 1 O02dzyiAy3d hFFAOSN
217,NARA

BuUS{2dziKSNY /fFAYAa /2YYAAAAZ2YSI catlB/RNHE7). Wikrbfiln | £ SEI y RNA
Publication M2062, 36 RollslAl 55715. Records of the Accounting Officers of the Department of the
Treasury, Record Group 2INARA.

66 Anthony Fraser passed away in 1881, leaving his estate to his youngest daughter Antonia and her
husband J.E. Sickles. Sickles, a native of NewCttgrand a Major in the Union Army, did not support the
institution of slavery before the war. The Sickles family continued the tradition of land sales to African
Americans in Green ValleyS Census, 186@ashington, D.C.: Government Printing Officefptase

with imagesFamilySearafttps://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M41M1V : 30 December 2015),

Anthony Frazier, 1860.; "District of Columbia Births and Christenings; 11958)"
databasefamilySeardttps://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:F75K4Z : 6 December 2014), J. E.

Sickels in entry for Sickels, 16 Aug 1878; citing Washington, District of Columbia, reference cn 17203; FHL
microfilm 2,114,648.; Alfred O. Taylor, Bridge Builders of Nauck/ &n Valley: Past and Pres¢Renn:
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Where local white landowners often sold lands begrudgingly to African
Americans due to extreme economic hardships, the Jones family actively sought black
buyers. After Levpassed away in July of 1886, Sarah continued this practice,
subdividing and selling seven additional lots to African Americans before her death in
1915°" The Jones family also encouraged the creation of African American institutions
in Green Valley. In théirst decade following the war they held religious services in their
home until a local chapel could be erected for the growing black population. Because of
their position as landowners before the war, and their interbstlrselling land to

African Americans and creating community institutions immediately following the war,

residentsconsiderhe Jonesesd purchase of | and in 18
Vall ey community. Though Arlingtonds free
communityf eader s | i ke the Jones and Syphax f ami

community devel opment after the creation o
African American population.
Historiography

These realities of Autdng, enploymend s communi t
opportunities, and social and political make both reinforce and challenge elements of
the historiographies of African American community developmeaspite the many and

varied article and book length studies of the diverse eleroéAisican American

Doorance Publishing, 2015) wS &SI NOK / 2YYAGGSSzT a{2YS .t 01 | AadGz
Ly @S & ( Arihgtah Higtgfiéal Magazinol. 5, No. 1 (Oct. 1973) p-17.

% Department of Community Planninglousing and Developmen&, Guide to the African American
Heritage of Arlington CountyVirginia, 2016).
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community formation in the American suburban landscape following the pioneering early
works of scholars like Andrew Weise, there is still work to be done. There are holes in
the historiography which need to be addressed to createesammurate historical

picture. One is to explore the American South more fully. Though the new cities of the
Sunbelt have received a great deal of attention, not enough work has been done on the
American South, especially the upysauth state of Virginialhe works which do study

the community development of the Old Dominion tend to only focus on upper middle
class white suburban neighborho88%hose that analyze African American community
development tend to study Richmond al8has an industrial cityeliant on river and

then rail travel, Richmondds devel opment i
reliance on federal employment. Works that move beyond Richmond are almost always

about either community development as it relates to the Civit&®Mbvement or very

®EleanorLee YL SYI Y5 d&. I f f EnéARlyigoa HistBicMAgaingdl 4, Neé. 3 (Oct.

1959)T a® [2dzAaS t | &y By dNB ¥E dienbEniHEsiia Wagazindol. 1,

No. 3 (Oct. 1959).; RuthRosedt ¢ KS w2f S 2F CNIy]l [&2Yy | yYRentloha ! daz20;
Arlington County§ Arlington Historical Magazin&/ol. 5, No. 4 (Oct. 1976)46¢59.; Evelyn RDoyle,

GwSy Gt 1 2dAaAy3a Ay I NIAy3Id2y AWAlimMbBnyHstedcdl | yR / 2t 2y AL
Magazine Vol. 6, No. 3 (Oct. 1978)15¢19.; Frank 15 A S SNE @ 9 NX & tingtbnyCyukty; 3 t NB I N
Virginia to 194%; Arlington Hisbrical MagazingVol. 3, No. 3 (Oct. 196p)2%35.; Ann Deinesy ! { dzNJ3S &

Of The Development Of Arlitan County, Virginia, 1940965¢ Arlington Historical Magazin&/ol 10, No.

3 (Oct 1995p 5563.

% john T. O'Brien, "Factory, Church, and CommuniagckBlin Antebellum Richmoridlournal of

Southern Historyvol. 44, No. 4 (No\978) p 509%36.;Anthony E. Kaydoining Places: Slave

Neighborhoods in the Old SouifNorth CarolinalUniversity of North Carolina Press, 2008Jugust Meier

and ElliottRudwicka b SINR . 28 02G0a 2F { S3INS-BIOTETHR VigididNE S OF NE Ay
Magazine of History and Biographyol. 81, No. 4 (Oct.1973)p 479487, Elsa Barkley Brown, "Womanist
Consciousness: Maggie Lena Walker and the Independent OrdaindL8ke"SignsVol. 14, No3

(Spring 1989 610-633,; Elsa Barkley Brown, "Constructing a Life and a Community: A Partial Story of

Maggie Lena WalkerOAH Magazine of Histary/ol. 7, No. 4 (Summ&©93)p 28-31,; Elsa Barkley Brown

and Gregg Kimball dal LAY 3 (KS ¢ S NDalrdayof @5EN Histofy@.121, N DK Y2 Yy R I ¢
(Mar. 1995) p 296346.
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early examples of African American community development during Reconstruction,
such as the growtfPTbougGheEdemadman®&s| Vialglkeag:
popul ar topic for | ocal hi st or inaneeaxpleex pl or i
it in the context of suburban development, community formation, or other contraband
camp types?

Thescholarship on Virginia ignores almost entirely the northern Virginia county
of Arlington which has beetatedywealthpédndt he st a

fastest growing counties throughout the twentieth cenWith the exception of some

©On Civil Rights sealison Bauer Campbeft,¢ KS w2 I R (i 2ingtoy RuBli& $chodld 1850y | NI

1971¢ Arlington Historical Magazin&/ol. 10, No. 4 (1996)27¢42.; Morris,ad !/ KAy 1 Ay GKS I N
Journal of Policy Histof@001)T &2 K& a I a & dwdin MasSive RasistangedSouthern

Opposition to the Second ReconstructiBtive Webb, edOxofrd:Oxford University Pressp@5), p21-

38, Antonio T. Bly"The Thunder during the Stor®chool Desegregation in Norfolk, Virginia, 1-:9959:

A Local History The Journal of Negro Educatjorol. 67, No. 2 (Sprirk998)p 106-114; Robert A. Pratt,

GbSs 5ANBOGAZ2YwWA RAK G & ANEAKG)R WEHYEZN of Histofy and Biographyl.

104, No. 1 (Winter 1996p 149156.hy CNBSRYlI yQa Attt 38 &aSSY wz2aSLK td
{KIR2g6 2F (GKS tladQy ¢KS ¢iNIONBASIRY2SY GRINEBYAHA I IBESNEM yiic2
Virginia Magazine of History and Biographpl. 95, No. 4 (Oct. 1987y03¢428.
<http://www.jstor.org/stable/4248971>.CSt AE Wl YS&®d a¢KS 9aidlof A&KYSyYyd hi
I NI Ay 3G 2 yWagroHstdidaBuletivbl 438, No. 4 (June 19709pc93.; Bobbi Schildti ! f F RRA Y Qa

[ F YL 9RdzOF GA2Yy AAAingdNBISoRcdlIMgg@zine/al. A, Nd: FD& 1995).

TIrY 28 18SNE a/ 2NAYGKY ¢ Chil WatiHiste@vol.2G, Nd. 1 (Ma974)pb 6 | YR/ |
22.; Carol BlesefThe Promised Land: The History of South Gatol2a [ | YR / 2MBYXNe& A 2y X My G
York: Columbia University Press, 196Baul Cimbald)nder the Guardianship of the Nation: The
CNBSRYSyQa . dzNBI dz I y étgiaIRe518W0GAMENY: SniiviNdbirpaf Gedbrgia BYeBs, D S

1997, 2003) p 16892; Willie Lee Ros®&ehearsal for Reconstruction: The Port Royal Experiment

(Georgia: Wiversity of Georgi®ress, 196); Elizabeth Rauh Bethéyomiseland: A Century of Lifeain

Negro CommunityPhiladelphia: Temple University Press, 1983ul D9 & O 2Nhit Shaltiwe Do With

¢KS bSINRBKEY [AyO2fys 2 KANrGniavUnideksiyobVirdinia Rress, R@A);f 2 | NJ !
L NJ . S NI tim¢ Gendsik & FreelLalidn Slaves No More: Three Essays on Emancipation and the

Civil WarCambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992); Eric Fais#rort History of Reconstruction,

18631877 (New York: Harper and Row, 199@)h particular focus on chapters two through foand six

through nine; Kate MasurAn Example for All the Land: Emancipation and Struggle Over Equality in

Washington, D.GNorth Carolina: University of North Carolina Press, 208aya Collins, et. al.

CNBSRYlIyQa +Affl3aASY | NI ¢Agirigore Virgkia: Thd BlikiHeraye_ViisebnS A 3 K 6 2 N
of Arlington County, 2002) wSAR@ZX da/ 2YAy 3 T NRWginiaKi&gaAdn&df Rigosy 2 F (1 KS
and BiographyOct. 1987).
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exciting recent scholarship, the histories of Arlingtontheswork of local enthusiasts
who have produced history which is rich in facts while shalin analysis or
extrapolations to broader significan@o works analyze community development in
African American neighborhoods across the county, or how this development relates to
nonblack communities ithe county, state, or natioAdditionally, my analysis focuses
on African American community development through the late nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, somethintpatis still missing from recent scholarship ofrigan American
suburbanizatior®

Beyond suburbanization, my dissertation addresgher areas of African

American community development. The historiography of black community

2 Great work is comingut of Nancy Perry and Krysyn R. Moon among othéasicy Pernand Nigel M.

2 GSNED® a{ 2dzi KSNY { dzo dzZND k b 2 NI K Sadf Arlingtah&atinty, f  O1 9y i NB
Virginiag Urban Geographyol. 33, No. 5 (2012) p 66B74; Perry, et. al.a ¥ 9yfb8yNdas Looking for a

D2 2R D2 @S N}xGa & Uidsh BliSiarylar 2014).;Alexandria City Governmerfinding The

Fort: A History of an African American Neighborhood in Northern Virginia, -1860s byKrystyn R.

Moon, (September 2014)Arlington Historical Societymages of America: ArlingtoifArlington: Arcadia

Publishing, 2000)Rose Arlington County Virginig1976); Dorothy Ellis Led History of Arlington

County, Virginia(Richmond, &: The Dietz Press, Inc., 1948emplemanArlington Heritage (1959);

Matthew Gilmore Historic Photos of Arlington Coun{iNashville, Tem.: Turner Publishing Company,

2007); Nan Netherton and Ross Nethertoirlington County in Virginia: A Pictorial Histofiorfolk,

Virginia: The DonninGompany Publishers, 1987).®. & w2 &S3 WNIPX & /£Ardgidn 2 | NJ C2 N
Historical MagazingVol. 1, No. 4Qct. 1960) d4c27.;Rosed ¢ KS al LJ 2 F ! éMAingygrB G2y Ay W
Historical Magazing(Oct 1962).; Janet Wamsley,¢ KISK In Arigton In the 19208Arlington Historical

Magazine Vol. 10, No. 1 (Odt993).; Leslie L. Sheltod, 88 CAIK G Ay 3 A VAringd Ay3d2y [ 2
Historical MagazingVol. 2, No. 1 (Oct 1961)58¢57,, Sherman W. Pratty ! N aydQ@a ! G [ NBS 9t S
Sysem £ Arlington Historical Magazin&/ol. 10, No. 3 (Oct 1995)49¢35.; Willam B. Hurdg ¢ KS / AGé& h ¥
Alexandria And Alexandri(Arlington) Countg,Alexandria HistoryVol. 5 (1983) p &10.

B2 § A #PBE@siof their Owanly quickly coverthe nineteenthcentury, whereas the twentieth century

is the true focus of their work. Most of the works which do look at African American community
development during the nineteenth century do so within urban environments. By expanding this study of
nineteenth century frican American suburbanization | expand the four African American suburban types
outlined by WeiseOther works in the field, such as the Semindkw Suburban Historygnore the

nineteenth century entirelyThe New Suburban Histogdited byKevin M. Kuse and Thomas J. Sugrue
(Chicagolll.: University of Chicago Press, 2006).
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development is in many ways a study of the various institutions created by the black
communityi including schools and social, political, and service paralktltutions. My
work engages these diverse historiographies.

While the study of suburbanization as it related to African American community
development did not emerge until the 1990s, other facets of historical scholarship began
dealing with African Amegan communities in a meaningful way during the 1950s and
1960s. The modern historiography of southern African American communities during the
era of Jim Crow begins with SirangeCareenof Wo o d wa
Jim CrowandOrigins of the NevBouth’™ These works were the first to thoughtfully
analyze the creation of Jim Crow segregation, challenging notions of its permanence and
inevitability. Shaping the historical deba
most prominent challenger w&loward Rabinowitz. His 1978 bo#&lace Relations in
the Urban South, 1865890argues that African Americans faced exclusion well before
the 1880s and 18903 Rabinowitz went on to challenge the utility of asking when
segregation began instead of investiigg why and how it begdfi My work is a part of
this ongoing conversation, looking at the slow and contested process of establishing

residential segregation.

¢ Vann WoodwardThe Strange Career of Jim Cr@@xford: Oxford University Press, 195&. Vann
Woodward,The Origins of the New South, 187913 (Louisiana: Louisiaratate University Press, 1972

®Howard N. RabinowitRace Relations in the Urban South, 18890, (Georgia: University of Georgia
Press, 1978).

®Howard N. Rabinowitz, "More Than the Woodward Thesis: Assessing The Strange Career of Jim
Crow,"Journal ofAmerican HistoryVol. 75, No. 3 (198%) 842856.
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The role of education has been a large part of studies of black community
development. Euger@enovese was one of the first to explore the connection that slaves
and freedmen saw between education and empowerment, creating neighborhood schools
as a way to ensure continued freedom throughout the Solith.me's D. wWorkder s on
on Af r eed aadhools thdt wevelcreated during and immediately after the Civil
War by and for African Americans, shows how education was central to community
formation for African Americans in the South as soon as freedom was a possibility. This
can be seen in Arlingtp where schools for African American children began during and
immediately following the Civil Waf® The link which the black community saw
between education and citizenship is a very common theme within the scholarship of
African American schools, edu@at, and community development. It first appeared in
the early histories of W.E.B. DuBois and continues into the present with works such as

Heat her BalfTaughtaAfrisad American Education in Slavery and Freeddm

77 Eugene D. Genovedeopll, Jordan, Roll: The World the Slaves M@dew York: Vintage Press, 1976).

BINIAy3IG2y {OK22f 6AGKAY CNBSRYlLyQa +Affl 38 gl a GKS
FYR IFfftQa 1 Aff 2LISYSR {KSAN EZhisfophiedMSpad tind daMasHRA I (G St &
Andersond ¢ KS v dzSaild FT2NFNRDORY | $6NXK Diff ACompadizd kolAkicdry ¢ 6 A (I K
American Historgdited by Alton Hornsby, Jiet. al. (Malden, MassBlackwell Publishing, 2005) p 306.

" James D. Andersofihe Education of Blacks in the South, 18885.(North Carolina: University of
North Carolina Press, 1988James D. Andersohiteracy and Education in the African American
Expeience,(New Jersey: Hampton Press, 199%5)enry BullockA History of Negro Education in the
South: From 1619 to the PreséMassachusetts: Harvard University Press, 19&fnald Butchart,
Northern Schools, Southern Blacks, and Reconstruétieadns y Qa 9 R dzO18THA(Qoyirnkticut:y ¢ H
Greenwood Press, 1980yW.E.B. Du Boi§he Conservation of Radd897); W.E.B. DuBoiBlack
Reconstruction in Americfl935); Herbert GutmanThe Black Family in Slavery and Freedom, -1 23,
(New York: Paetheon Books, 1976)Jacqueline JoneSoldiers of Light and Love: Northern Teachers and
Georgia BlackgGeorgia: Univergitof Georgia Press, 1992)gmes L. LeloudiSchooling the New South:
Pedagogy, Self, and Society in North Carolina I82D,(North Carolina: University of North Carolina
Press, 1996) Heather WilliamsSelfTaught: African American Education in Slavery and Fre€Nonth
CarolinaUniversity of North Carolina Press, 2005
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Scholarship on the broader sifipance of schools as community institutions fits with the
realities of Arlington. These schools provided not only education, but were also pillars of
their | ocal bl ack communities. As was the
these institutions @re constructed at the geographic center of the growing communities.
William H. Chafe inCivilities and Civil Rightexplored the role of Greensboro, North
Carolinads black colleges in shaping commu
youths chose tohallenge Jim Crow’

Arlington provides another case study in this larger story through the many
diverse and long lasting African American community institutidimugh these
institutions were sometimes less active in combatting broader social anchpdgues,
their continued presence and growth even in times of inaction allowed these institutions
to help community members take action whenever called uip@aldition to looking at
the role of schools as community institutions, my scholarship addsris dealing with
school integration struggles of the 1950s.
conversations about the role of national organizations, like the NAACP, in their court
battles over school integration, which privileged areas with snadklgopulations as the
places most suited to challenge school segreg8tiam. | i ngt on6s Stratford

was the first school in the state of Virginia to integrate in February of 1959. This is

profound especially conrdHard €Byrd)8r.whdhelpeds Vi r

% Chafe Civilities and Civil Right4980).
8Morria &! / KAy 1 Jouwial af Roficy Hist@R0M)E Jeffrey D. Hocket Storm Over this

Court: Law, Politics, and Supreme Court Decision Making in Brown v. Board of Eq\aafioia:
University of Virginia Press, 2013).
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to spearhead the system of Massive Resistance to school integration used throughout the
south to block integration. Arlingtonds 1in
contributed significantly to the success of insggm in the county, fitting with
arguments made by historians Matthew Lassiter, Andrew Lewis, and others who explore
the role of sociamoderatesn the battle against massive resistance in VirdthBut my
work focuses on the roles of local black Arliogians and their institutions, moving the
scholarship beyond a focus on both national African American organizations and the role
of |'iberal whites to show the i mportance o
school integration on the local, statedamational levels.

| explore thesignificanceof class in relation to community formatioihile the
role of working class African Americans were slower to be incorporated into the
historiography, explorationsf black business development, class, andrlabee been
studied since the 19683Initially, scholarship focused on the low numbers and lack of

success of black businessé8But increasingly, scholars are seeing black businesses as

8 Matthew Lassiter and\ndrew B Lewieds.,t KS a2 RSN} 15Q& 5Af SYYLFY al 3air@s
Desegregation in Virgini@/irginia: University of Virginia Press, 1998).

8 Anne RHornsbyd ! FNRA OLY | YSNAOFY 9y iNBLINBY S deNdmiganibdth y { f | O ¢
AfricanAmerican Historgdited by AltonHornsby, Jr. et. al. (Malden, MasBlackwell Publishing, 2005) p

325-331. For works that deal with the roles of working class black womerRsd®ecca SharplesSooking

AY hiGKSNI 22YSyQa YAl OKRyiE ¥650a0Ghape HiiThe UhindspdllB Ay G KS
North Carolina Press, 2010).; Korst&iil Rights Unionisn003).

¥wdzt A S 2 | fTHe SiddRyEof BirgkdBysiness in Ameidaastrong comprehensive study of black
entrepreneurship. Julie WalkeFhe History of Black Business In America: CagitaRace, and
Entrepreneurship(North Carolina: University of North CarolinQ98).; Martin K.Hunt andJacqueline E.

Hunt,¢ KS | A&02NE 2F o0fl O]l .dzZAAYySaay ¢KOwnedBYsingsges2TF ! YS
(Knowledge Express Company, 199Gwendolyn PTodd Innovation and Growth in an African American

Owned BusinegRoutledge, 1996)Thomas DBoston Affirmative Action and Black Entrepreneurship

(Routledge, 1999)AlusineJalloh ad ToyinFalola Black Business and Economic Poiéew York:

University of Rochester Preg$)02).
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central to communities, especially in those urban areas wheréephlatk downtowns
were create® In Arlington, no such downtown emerged. Instead, African Americans
businesses were small community institutio
homes®This created specific readnbulti es for Arl
environment which shaped the areabds commun
middle class African Americans created distinct home and community types based
around their current needs and future aspirations, from&eaiito suburban to
apirationally wur ban. -mbhke gpallwslfar angiplorationsof di v e |
class as it relates to suburbanization and community formation. White responses to these
various communities also allows for an exploration of if and how reactiohsde t
neighborhoods could be grounded in class divisions in addition to race.

Beyond the built environment and business ownership, other aspects of
Ar | i ngt on Gup brantl inasdstinaharda &r historical study. Most works on
African American working class laborers tend to focus on factory work, service
industries, and agricultural workthe major employment types for African Americans in
the SoutH’ Despite the lower social and economic status of their subjects, working class

histories, suchas®oi n D. G. Kel |l eyds arti cfomsonWe Ar e

% Thomas Hanchett and Leslie Brown each analyze black downtowns. Thomas Ha&wmftiety, out the
New South City(1998); Leslie Browrdpbuilding Black Dheam: Gender, Class and Black Community
Development in the Jim Crow So(worth Carolina: University of North Carolina Press, 2008).

®perry, et. al.g { 2 dzi K SNY { dzo dzMiban GeoEPKYROLY). / A G &
¥ Charles WMcKinney, Jrand Rhonda Jone&Jim Crowed, Emancipation Betrayed: Africamerican

I 2y FTNRY({ (rkASompSnioh to AficaniAérican Histokiton Hornsby, Jr. et. aleds.
(Malden, Mass: Blackwell Publishing, 2005) p 2282.
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the agency of the blue collar workers in negotiating their conditions and carving out
space for themselvé8Ar | i ngt on6s African American resi
labor pattern, many wking in the blue and white color jobs of the federal governitent.
Because of this reality | am able to explore the ways in which limitations in advancement,
as well as progressive policies in hiring and firing in federal posts, together shaped the
developnent of working and middle class African American communities, and how these
realities affected their relationship to local whites.

African American parallel institutions play either central or supporting roles in
most all historical studies of black comnity formation?® Arlington had very active
NAACP, Mason, Elk, and Odd Fellow organizations. But perhaps the most studied
African American parallel institution was
interesting example of community building. Seatethurches were forced to relocate

bet ween Arlingtonds black communities beca

Bw2oAy 5® DO YSEtSes aQ2S | NB b 2iClass @ositiorrindhe i@ SYQY w$
Crow Soutté, The Journal of American Histpol. 80, No. 1, (June 1993Ypc112; Theodore

Rosengarten! f £ D2 R QEhe I5fé of N SEe(@hicago, IIl.: University of Chicago Press, 1974).;

Nell Irvin PainteiThe Narrative of Hosea Hudson: His Life as a Negro Communist in the South
(MassachusettsHarvard University Presk979T W2 Ky ¢® h Q. NASyd® aCl Qli2NERI [/ K
Blacks in AntebBum Richmond Journal of Southern Histaryol. 44, No. 4 (No\L978) p509536.; Robin

D.G Kelley Hammer and Hoe: Alabama Communists During the Great Depréilsich Carolina:

University of North Carolina Pre4€990).

¥ Eric S. YelliRacismints bl GA2yQa { SNPAOSY D2OSNYYSyid 22N] SNE |
2 A f &2y QAChapelHNI@ IUniversity of North Carolina Press, 2013).

% The National Association of Colored People, and National Association of Colored Women, the National
NegroBusiness League, the National Bar Association, the National Medical Association, the National

Hospital Administration, and the National Association of Colored Graduate Nurses are but a few of the

national organizations studied for their impact on the l@ommunity alongside countless regional and

local institutions. David HacksopJr,d ¢ KS DNR GGK 2F | FNRAOKWYR { 2OMA O y y/adef
within A Companion to African American Histgkton Hornsby, Jr. et. aleds.(Malden, Mass: Blackwell

Publishing, 2005) p 31224
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nei ghborhoods due to federal building proj
and later in Queen City. Though their physicainenunities were demolished, the social
communities of these institutions prevailed. As was the case with schools, in several of
Arlingtonds black communities, including G
social importance of the church is refied through its physical location at the

geographical center of their communities. African American churches served not just an
areads spiritual needs, but i Y@hurehesoveral , po
the first places within the U.8ntirely controlled by and for African Americans, making

them central to community developméhBecause of this, in many circumstances the

church you attended communicated much more than just your denomiti@iemving

the needs of wvarious communities, a church

to fit the needs of their congregation. Many black church leaders were also political

° Darlene Clark Hine, William Hine, Stanley Harrbihet African American Odyssé&'} ed. (Pearson,
2000); Harwood K. MClerking and Eric L. McDaniel, St 2y 3Ay3 | yR 52Ay3Y t2ftAGAO
Political Paiitipation ¢ Political Psychology/ol. 26, M. 5, (Oct 2005) p721¢733.

92 C. Eric Lincoln and Lawrence Mamiya The Black Church in the African American Experj¢Noeth
Carolina: Duke University Press, 1998)Franklin Frazie,he Negro Church #america(New York:
Schocken Book4974)

% Historians Willard Gatewood and David Jackson have shown how churches can be used to analyze class
divisions within the black community. Willard Gatewoddlistocrats of Color: The Black Elite, 1-8820Q
(Arkarsas: University of Arkansas Press, 193vid Jacksqm Chief Lieutenant of the Tuskegee

Machine: Charles Banks of Mississ{@ainesville, Fla.: University Press of Florai&?2).
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leaders’® Beginning immediately after slavery, this pattern remainedttmoeighout the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, continuing into the Civil Rights Movethent.

In Arlington these parallel institutions allowed black neighborhoods to
successfully lobby the county government for protection under the Neighborhood
Conservabn Program preservation legislation from the 1h860s to the eard§970s.
Scholarship on the preservation movement documents the ways in which local and state
legislation as well as the national Historic Preservation Act of 1966 were used to
condemn andedevelop black communiti€T he abi |l ity for Arlingtec
American communities to use planning legislatiothr advantage during the late
1960s and earl¥970s when the preservation movement became powerful is distinctive.
Nationally many Afri@an American communities were singled out for redevelopment and

destroyed under similar improvement prografibhis same pattern was also repeated

9 Stephen HahnA Nation Under Our Feet: Black Political StruggléseifRural South from Slavery to the
Great Migration (Cambridge, MassHarvard University Press, 280 Canter BrownCf 2 NA Rl Qa . f I O
Officials, 18671924(1998).

% Glenn T. Eskevgut for Birmingham: The Local and National Movements in theRiiyits Struggle
(Chapel HillThe University of North Carolina Press, 1997

% For more about historic preservation on the community level¢eb § KSNAY S 2 & . | aKANE 6]
b2 NI K / a&NBZNY | QENE dzd K i SHuihiri Bult:@inerite& éhiteéture]] Regional
Practice(Charlottesville, Va.: University of Virginia Press, 2p07311T YNER a il ey wd az22y I a ¢
American Housing Crisis in Alexandria, Virginia, 283@Gsc jite &irginia Magazine of History and

BiographyVol. 124, M. 1(2016)p 2868.; Selden RichardsoBuilt By Blacks: African American

Architecture and Neighborhoods in Richmond, VirgiRiahmond, ¥.: The Deitz Press, 2007).

9" Connerly The Most Segregated City in Ameriz006; James Cobi;he South and Amea Since

World War I} (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 201@ugrue Sweet Land of Libertf2008); Wiese,
Places of Their Ow(2004).
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locally.®® The preservation movement led to the destruction of the African American
communities of Fort and Madonia/Seminary in neighboring Alexandria City, and the
loss of Navy Hill and Fulton in Richmond, Virginfa.

African American political participation was initially studipdmarily within the
brief period duringand aftelReconstruction. Fitting with niainal trends, black
Arlingtonians enjoyed a modest amount of political power represented in a few African
Americans elected to political positions until the turn of the century. But legal changes in
Virginia and local pressures from citizens and developlrsworked to limit and
decrease Arlingtondés black population resu
into the midtwentieth century. But in the scholarship of the last few decades there has
beenanexpanson of t he meani h gliowidfginformel politcal d fApol i
bodiesto be included in analysis of politics. Steven Hahn tracked formal and informal
political participation amongst African American communities from slavery through the
Great Migration, arguing that their efforts hadfound effects in shaping the character

of American democrac}°Thi s reframing allows for the e

% Similar programs led to the redevelopment of Foggy Bottom in Washington, D.C. and the end of the
black communitythere. Andrew FriedmarCovert Capital: Landscapes of Denial and the Making of the US
Empire inlhe Suburbs of Northern Virgini@erkeley Cal. University of California Press, 2013). Alexandria
City was unanimously chard&ith using community improveant programs to demolish African

American communities by the inte@acial Alexandria Citizens Advisory Committee on Minority housing.
US Commission on Civil Rigitsusing in Washington, D,QWashington, D.CGovernment Printing

Office 1962) p 153. <https://www.law.umaryland.edu/marshall/usccr/documents/cr12h81.pdf

*Alexandria City Governmerfjnding The Fort: A History of an African American Neighborhood in

NorthernVirginia, 18604960sbyY NE a ey wod a22y s> O0{ SLIISYOSNI HaAMNnOdT
Housing Crisis in Alexandria, Virginia, 19@0p c k& &irginia Magazine of History and Biography

RichardsonBuilt By Blackg2007).

1% Hahn,A Nation Under Oufeet (2003)
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active churches, schools and parent organizations, fraternal organizations, and
neighborhood groups as political institutions.
The lorg Civil Rights Movement is another important part of black political
participation and community development. First popularized by Jacquelyn Dowd Hall,
the long Civil Rights Movement paradigm st
integration struggles dhe 1950s to see social and political organizing traditions of the
1930s and 1940s as the true beginnings of the Movelertiese works have been
taken in many directions, creating a broad and rich examination of black political
participation and commuryitdevelopment around civil rights. Two examples include
work by Thomas Sugrue and Susan Ashmor&weet Land of Libertugue focuses
on how northern communities in the 1930s were the foundation off of which southern
communities organized against Jinn@r'%? A s h m oGaeydt©n,which stretched the
Movement in the other direction looking at how the Civil Rights Movement did not end
in the mid1960s, but rather continued into the 19%344y own work explores both
Aendso of this | ongfocciwsiilng iognhtAsr Imonvgetnoenntts

and resistance to their neighborhoods being pushed from the county from the early to the

late twentieth century.

191 3acquelyn Dowd Hall, "The Long Civil Rights Movement and the Political Uses of théoBesa)"of

American Historyyol.91, No. 4 (March 2005) 12331263
192 5ygrue Sweet Land of Libertg2008).

1% sysan Youngblood Ashmof@arry It OnThe War on Poverty and the Civil Rights Movement in

Alabama, 19641972 (Athens, @.: The University of Georgia Press, 2008
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The development of parallel institutions and communities must always be
considered alongsidedlrealities of their times. Studying African American community
formation during this time period means thoughtfully considering the roles of
intimidation and brutality. Violence has played a large part in the scholarship of African
American community devepment. In the 1990s and 2000s works which focused on the
daily violence of Jim Crow became widespré&dAmy Louise Wood analyzed the role
of modernity as it related to lynchings, showing how industrialization and urbanization in
the South led to a risa violence while also changing how that violence was meted out,
perceived, and discuss&d By calling out the extreme violence of Jim Crow studies of
black resistance to violence and community struggles to create a safe environment in the
face of these evgday terrors were able to come to the ffféThough it does not appear
that there were lynchings in Arlington, there were instances of violence and police
brutality, especially around the segregated street€afslington had a Ku Klux Klan

chapter,Balk oné6s KIl avern No. 6, which participat

19| eon LitwacKTrouble in MindNew York: Vintage Press, 1999ames AllefWithout Sanctuary:

Lynching Photography iimerica (New Mexico: Twin Palms Publishe2800)
1% Amy Louise Woad_ynching and Spectacle: Witnessing Racial Violence in America 3489Morth
Carolina: University of North Carolina Press, 2009).

19 K elley Hammer and Hog1991) Robin KelleyRaceRebels Culture, Politics, and the black Working
Class(Free Press, 1996)Gilmore Gender and Jim Cro@996).;Evelyn Brooks Higginbothamighteous
Discontent(Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1998phorah Gray WhiteToo Heavy a Load
Black Women in Defense of Themselves, 1884, (WW Norton and Company, 1999Jacqueline Jones
Labor of Love, Labor of SorroBlack Women, Work, and the Family, from Slavery to Pre@atic
Books,1995).

Y Erank LBalla 9 f SOG NA O ngtoréfAingténdHistdrital Maydziha/ol. 3, No. 2 (Oct. 1966) p

31-40.; Masur,An Example for AlltheLdb 0 H A mA [ 9LI!'YWBAWL ' #H{ WWLa /wh2Q [! 2
GKFd hOOdzZNNBR 2y (KS Thé\Rashinidén Pogseluafy R18104. | &G 2 SS{ ¢
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bl ack political activism in the 1920s and
and '®sdilisonally, in the latewentieth century the American Nazi Party was
foundedin Arlington. They used a combination of protest, threats, and intimidation to
attempt to control black lives.

While Arlington was not without its violence, its race relations were still more
stable than those seen in Washington or elsewhere in the $bigimore restrained
violence is consistent with statéde patterns which did not legitimize vigilante justice
found in other southern states throughout the twentieth celffkyr | i ngt on6's
comparatively peaceful race relations, a stable black populatiguipyment

opportunities, and strong community institutionsdaéiw new residents to the area

Chapter Outline
ChapterOne,i Wher e They Had fdrNeartyd Quantedofas t ur bed

Centuryol ooks at the creati on amwmdmuetiepfamthdé on o f
mid-1860sto 1900°Thi s chapter f oc useaconrabanécampe d man 6
created by the federal government for the formerly enslaved in 1863. This camp was
distinctive amongst contraband campgsruse of cutting edge ninetsth century urban

and suburban reform visions, and due to its focus on education and employment beyond

agriculture. It was also distinctive for A

®perryet.al,d Q2 S RARY QU KI @S SisyutherGesgiaplie(Mnter@®@3) i 2 f A JSQ

%W . Fitzhugh Brundagéynching in thélew South: Georgia and Virgink880-1930(Urbana and
Chicagolll.: University of Illinois Press, 1993).

119 30hn B. Syphax to William C. Endicott, January 18, 1888, RG 92, File: Office of the Quarter Master
GeneralNARA.

41



pl anned community. Her e, Arslcreatedsclmoals Afri c
churches, and cul tur al Il nstitutions. I n 19
decades of pressure from federal institutions, Arlington residents, political leaders, and

real estate developers all combined to turn the tide against e d mano6és Vi |l | age
bl ack residents. Far from being the end of
Village led to the creation of nearly a dozen African American communities across the

county and the expansion of the existing Green ValleyartHa | | 6 s Hi | | nei gh
people, institutions, and resources were spread throughout the landsaapef these

communities had their own aesthetics ranging from sanal, to suburban, to semi

urban. These diverse communities reflected the cunexds and future aspirations of

residents as well as suburban ideals of the times, especially in middle class
neighborhoods | i ke Johnsonés Hill. The hom
created within Fr eedman dtenvivnnmentandgowsmdh aped A
African American community for decades.

Chapter Twofi Sub ur ban Hbtof¢the Monumend gavides a deeper

| ook at Arlingtonds white social and pol it
Arlington.'*1't focuses on the creation of Arlingt
expansion of Arlingtonds white communities

drawn to the area for federal employment as federal agencies expanded during the early

twentiethcenturies. The built environment of these neighborhoods closely tracked with

" Barbor, Williams & Company Real Estate Insurafa@ | f £ & / KdzNDK = ANBAYAlI € 6 RGO
Netherton, Arlington County in Virgia, (1987)
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national trends of what made an ideal, pictwredow suburb. These suburban
neighborhoods began as physically and socially isolated suburban villages dotted across
the landscapél he chapter also tracks the expanding social and political control of white
politicians, planners, and boosters from the-IlE8&0s to the 19203 hroughout the first
decade®f the twentieth centuryhese individuals and their institutioespanded thei
suburban visios of preplanned, white, middlelass communitieBom community level
regulation to broader attempts at contrial countywide legislative changes which
governed where and how communities and their people could live and grow. The
physicad expansion of new and existing white communiteesd the laws governing them
continued to increase until Arlington was
environment?The expansion of Arlingtonds white r
connected to expaions in federal employment which attracted new residents to the area.
As these communities grew they became less isolated and more interconnected physically
and socially, demonstrating how federal expanbkielpedto decrease neighborhood
identity. Thisoccurred at the same time as local and state political changes that limited
the scope of black rights.
Chapter Thre€;So That We May Occupy Our Rightful Plgtexplores
continued changes for Arlingtono6¥Apeople a

real i ti es ¢ hange dmiliesfand conmmgriitiesrhadgdapgiAsa ¢ k f

Y2Bennett v. Garrett132 VA 397, (Opinion June 15, 1922pses Decided in the Supreme Court of

Appeals of Virginiayol. CXXXII, (Richmond: David Bottom, Superintendent of Public Printing, 1922) p 400.

3 Elks Proclamation1927, RG 11: Pagrs of Edmund C. Fleet, Boxre7: Minutes and Resolutions

19245, CLH.
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Arlingtonds white | eaders entrenched their
communities transitioned from suburban villages to a densely settled suburban

environment, local lack communities took a path that was similar but distirtoe.

suburban village model of Arlingtonds whi't
black communities in Arlington. Though neighborhoods sometimes grew up in physical
isolation from one asther, they were never socially isolated the way white suburban

village communities weréAs a result federal expansion did not decrease black
community identity asitdidwhitdr | i ngt onds bl ack churches a
institutions were all crossommunity organizations which were built for, supported by,

and in support of black Arlingtonians from across the cotififgven community

institutions that provided services on a more narrow community levekdheols and

small dores, also generatdidks across communities by serg those beyond their

borders. As white neighborhoods continued to expahde residents angolitical

| eaders continued to work against the pres
they could claim that space fttreir own.Racialized zoning, planning, and municipal

| aws questioned t he neghborrbodbyyegisiatingAgaihsttimegt on o
types of homes and environments they created in their neighborhoods. Against these
mounting pressures black Agtonansused their strong community institutions and

stable population to adaptamd contesthe countywide legal and social changes that

worked against thenBut despite their hard work, at this time Arlington saw the loss of

Y% Churches were also attended by African Americans from nearby Fairfax County and Alexandria City

residents.Alexandria City Governmerfjnding The Fort: A History of an Afridemerican Neighborhood
in Northern Virginia, 1860%960s byKrystyn R. MoonSeptember 2014).
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many small black encl@s and communities, while those remaining communities were

barred from expanding geographicalyith these new realities, black Arlingtonians used

new and prexisting community institutions, familial relations, employment, and new

strategies to presere®@mmunities in an atnpt to maintairspacs for themselves in

suburban ArlingtonThe restrictions against Arlington

more densely populated and identifiable, increasing their identities as black communities.
ChapterFouf Ever ybody Was Comi ng t,@mooR¥atshi ngt ¢

the rapid expansion of Arlingtondés popul at

expansion of the federal government during the New Deal, World War Two, and the Cold

War*® At this time tends 6 white residential and legislative pressures against

Arl ingtonds black communities took on new
threatened Arlingtondés black neighborhoods
unparalleled access to good joDsiringth e next two decades Arl i ng
environment, andocial makeupchangerapidly. Whi | e Ar |l i ngtonds whi't
boomed with new arrivals, Arlingtonds bl ac

group with continuing generations of familiesi t he ar ea since Fr eedm:
These individuals and families continued to organize and participate through community
institutions. Additionally, the expansion of the federal government beyond Washington at

this time had profound effectson Arlingtors bui |t environment, esp
creation of the War Departmentoés Pentagon

Queen City and East Arlington black communities. By 1950 only the three black

115Marjorie Downey, interview bteve Vogekebruary 11, 2004.
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communities of Hal |l 6 =enNaleylremairedheexreneo s Hi | |
population boom along with more urban sensibilities from these new residents also
changed Arlingtonés built environment 1into
environment than Ar | i ndpuelopesinsagiredar degiredt we nt i e
Federal expansion and the corresponding population boom decreased white neighborhood
identity as neighborhoods became increasing linked physically and with home styles that
were generally consisterithese new individuals also brougtew social ideas with
them.

Chapter Fivefi W€annot Lose This FightsaVe Lost Our Freedoms During
Reconstructiobayso explores the changing political and social dynamics in
Arlington®The areads new residents were increas
beyond the South who did not embrace older political nsdoieéed around small
governmentlittle spending, and racial hegemony. Because they were able to use their
stable populabn and strong community institutions to survive to see a more socially
l i ber al Arlington emerge, Arlingtonds r ema
usenew legislation to their own ends. In this more libeaial and politicatlimate
Arlingtondb s strong bl ack oattlednmucourtdr schosl integragos,s f ul |y
making Arlington the first area in the state to integrate its schools in 1959. From 1965
unt il 1973, each of Arlingtonédés three bl ac
recogn ti on as historically significant wunder

Program, making them eligible to receive municipal improvement fdrds; were

a2 NNR & &! / K AJgutnal bfyPolidy KiSto(200L) 329E
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aided in this pursuit by their strong neighborhood identifibs. formal recognition gen

by thecounty to these areaster generations of perseverance on the part of neighborhood
residerss shows how collective action, parallel institutions, and neighborhood
development establishesh African Americartcommunty able and determined to carve

out placs for themselves Arlington, Virginia
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CHAPTER ONE-An WHERE THEY HAUNDISTUREBED FOR NEARLY
A QUARTER OF A CENTUR Y 8" FREEDMANOGS AMDTHEAGE
EXPANSION OF BLACK A RLINGTON, 1860-1900

In the second half of the nineteenth century, Arlington wasyawunity in transition.
Arlington, County, Virginia, moved from rural hinterland towards suburban enclave
foll owing the Civil War. Freedmandés Vil
Village began as a contraband camp established by the fedeeaiment for the
formerlyenslaved The Vil |l age was Ar-planmegt ondés f i

neighborhood. The Village attracted many new African American residents to the area,

mostly from other parts of Virginia and Maryland, greatly increasing thegabirg b | a c k

population from about orghird to just over half of the total populatiof. The Village

was envisioned as a social experiment by the War Department, giving formerly enslaved
individuals and families the social, educational, work, and domestic skills they would
need to survive in freedom’® Residents embraced these aims and shiyeedillage to

improve their lives in other ways. Immediately after its founding in 1863, residents began

7 John B. Syphax to William C. Endicott, January 18, 1888, RG 92: Records of the Office of the
Quartermaster GeneraNARA

18 Dorothy S. Provinéilexandria County, Virginia Free Negro Registers-1881, (Bowie, Ml.: Heritage
Books, 1990p X; C.B. RosArlington County, Virginia: A Histo@irginia: Arlington Historical Society,

1976).

WrAayRaSe . SaliSoNBdNIesSs d. Se2yR GKS tflydGlradazyy
American Community Developmenti CNB SR Y I y Q # 908N hietVirgaaSvEagarine of distory

and Biography(forthcoming2018).
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creating churches, schools, and political and social institutions, turning the Village into a
community which would grenertly i mpact Arl in
During and immediately following the Civil War local white Arlingtonians were
struggling. Federal occupation during the war and Reconstruction hurt their social and
political power, whil e iwhrgearwlaurtihereabraict r uct i
power. Economic hardships led many white Arlingtonians to subdivide arttiesell
land, turning the formefiarming community into a more densely populated environment.
At the same time, rail networks expanded in the county. The possibility of easier
commuting further pushed suburban expansion in Arlington.
Much of the land sold at this time was purchased by African Americans. They
were drawn to Arlington by Freedmandés Vil l
possibility of building new communities, aadradition of African Americans settling in
the periphery of southern antebellum cifi€sThe desire to build strong black
communities and connections in freedom made early African American residents of
Arlington dedicated teommunity development. By otrast, as they readjusted to post
war realities, white Arlingtonians did not
suburban growth immediately following the Civil War. This allowed African American
communities to form and expand. But beginninghie 1880s a revitalized white
popul ation exerted social and | egal pressu

bl ack resident s. |l ndi vi dual citizens, Ar | i

29 syburban growth and communities began first in the South with African American developments on

the outskirts of antebellum cities. Andrew Wiesdaces of Their Own: African American Suburldpiz
in the Twentieth CenturfChicagplll.: University of Chicago Press, 2004).
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government, who all wanted county lands fagrhselves, mounted extreme pressures
against Freedmané6s Village and its residen
the county it became clear that they hoped this vision would not include African

Ameri cans. But Ar | i n gdttheinsocsgl insteutionsbmouddandt ber e s i d
pushed from the county; rather they would be dispersed within it.

Beginning in the 1890s, the Villagebs p
spread across the county, expanding other existing neighborhoedSyékn Valley and
Hall 6s Hill, and |l eading to the establishm
includedld ohnsonds Hi | | sHoles, are mang othterysmallds entldves r
dotted across the county. These new and expanded black communitikstinatigoals
and aesthetics, representing the aims of the individuals and families who called them
home. Each community represented its resid
area a good place to live. Because of this, their environments rangeddmirural, to
aspirationally urban, to suburban.

The types of homes and communities trdavere tied to class. Workimgass
nei ghborhoods used their homesdé | ands and
accomplished either by creating semmial, small farm communities, as was the case in
Hall 6s Hill, or by establishing themselves
connections to employment opportunities and custorasrs, Queen City. While
working class communities were grounded in needs absisience, theesthetics and
choices of middlelass communities were tied to future aspirations for themselves and

their children. Communities | ike Johnsonos
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environment, mimicking the homes from the black neighbmrics i n Was hi ngt on
Foggy Bottom neighborhood, while the middle class Btilelmes subdivision had the
aesthetics of a traditional streetcar suburb, withpteed lands and more standardized
single family homes. All of these communities and commugitpte s s haped Ar || i
early suburban development, impacting a region in transition following the Civil War.

But despite these differences in aesthe
communities all had unified goals of creating community institutioresdhurches,
schools, and mutual aid societies. These institutions were very oftercorogsunity
endeavors which connected these diverse, and at times physically isolated, communities
to one another in order to establish a connected black Arlington. Coitymesidents
also shared the aim of home ownership across all communities and classes. These
foundations would be essential in maintaining a black Arlington against outside pressures
throughout the twentieth century.
&OAAAT AT 6O 6EI T ACMBthckadindtono@D AT OET T 1T &

By the winter of 1863 the situation in the District of Columbia had become
extreme. Huge numbers of African Americans were pouring into the capital city. War
generally leads to displacement, but during the American Civil War displaceragnt w
amplified by enslaved African Americaiisa ki ng advantage of the w
escape their bondage and flee to federal lines. This was especially true in Washington,
D.C. following first the abolition of slavery within the District in 1862, andrle

general Emancipation Proclamation in 1863. In Washington the black population
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increased from 19% of the cityoswgdpul atio
Many, if not most, of these individuals and families arrived in poor health with little
property or money and with no place to | iv
response, several camps, known as contraband camps, were established in Washington to
house these individuals. Two camps were set up in southern Anacostia and one was
placed near the Capitol Building. But camps became overcrowded, with poor sanitation
and hygiene. During th&inter months of 1862 a smpdix outbreak swept through the
Capitol Hill contraband camp. Realizing that so many people could not stay within the
city alone, Colonel Elias M. Greene, Chief Quartermaster of the Department of
Washington in charge of military construction and logistics, suggested that another camp
be created, but this time beyond the city,
Virginia.'??

During the war Arlington existed in an uncertain middle ground between Union
and Confederate lines. Though the county, then mostly rural farmland, did not
enthusiastically support secession, when Virginia seceded from the Union Arlington did
too!”®ButAr | i ngt on6s secession was never fully

war in the summer of 1861 Arlington was occupied by federal troops. To protect

121 Kate MasurAn Example for All the Land: Emancipation and Struggle Over Equality in Washington, D.C.

(North Carolina: University of North Carolina Press, 2010) p 33, 56.

22Col. EliasM. Green(@ [ SGGSNI 2 al 22NJ DSy o { ot dArling®d, y i1 St YI ysé
Virginia. Box 7, NM1, Entry 576NARA Laurie McClellarg [ | Y R 2 T Ariingidh MageAh &NDé-

Dec. 2013) p 55.

12| the elections leading up tdve Civil War, Arlingtonians supported Constitutional Unionists, who ran
on platforms of maintaining both the Union and slavery. In contrast, residents of nearby Alexandria City
supported secession. Rog&lington County, Virginig1976) p 95.
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Washington and its claims in Virginia, the federal government erected tweatforts in
Arlington County*** This existing occupation made Arlington a natural choice when the

War Department needed to expand contraband camps beyond the District. When it came
to choosing a location within Arlington for the camp, government officials chose
ArlingtonHouseée one of t he <count yArlngtdn élouselisdocateeg pl an't
in the eastern portion of Arlington County, immediately across the Potomac River from
Washington, D.C., with sweeping views of the National Mall. The lands were amongst

the most fertileand picturesque in the county, with easy access to the federal city.

Arl ington House belonged to the family of
General Robert E. Lee. In the spring of 1861 after Lee gave up his post in the federal

Army to jointhe Confederacy the Custige family fled south to Richmond, Virginia. In

1862 Congress enacted land taxes on properties in rebelling states that must be paid in
person. The federal government seized the plantation after Mary Custis Lee neglected to
payher tax bill of $92.07. In poor health, she sent her cousin Philip R. Fendall to pay the
bill in her stead, but he was told the taxes must be paid in person by Mrs. Le¥3&me.

the federal goumment seized Arlington House. The relocation of formerblaared

individuals at Arlington House was thus a choice with both practical and symbolic

purposes.

"CB.Rosdlr.,6/ A GAf 2| NJ CANdgtan Historical Ndgaziyiedoli 2 N 4 (Oct 1960).

2> Robert M. PooleQn Hallowed Ground: The Story of Arlington National Cemé@teny York: Walker
Publishing Company, 2009) p 55.
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FREEDMANS VILLAGE

NEAR ARLINGTON HIGHTS VA.
JULT 1041865,

Figure 3

At Fr e e d ma thégoverdmehticraatee a preplanned community with houses, roads, and institutions

which was a physical representation of federal goals of moral uplift for th formerly enslaved population.US

Army Corps of Engineers,i Gener al PHrame dNwan®s Vi ll age neduyldrl i ngton H
1865]Maps Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. (Here after LOC)

On December 4, 1863 Freedmanés Vill age
camps were dotted across the south, wherever the Union army held lands. Many of these
camps were created haphazardfThey functioned simply as holding grounds,
fadjuncts to the plantations, o0 or | ater as
American soldier$’However, Freedmanoés Village was ciI

intent. The Village encompassetre than 1,10@cres of picturesque land in the

126 Alexandria City @vernment,Finding The Fort: A History of an African American Neighborhood in

Northern Virginia, 1860$960s byKrystyn R. MoonSeptember 2014)/; I 'Y 2} £ {1 SNE &/ 2NRAY (G KY
2F |/ 2y G NEMI Wt Ristéryol 20¢No. 1 (March 1974) p22.

“raBerind ¢ KS 2 NI AYS DSy S a ASkhwkes Yo MOrNBi8ee EdsayLoN.Emancipation
and the Civil WafCambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992) p 132.
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northeastern portion of the county, with sweeping views of Washirigtetere, the
government created a pptganned community with houses, roads, and institutions.

Freedmands Vill age 0becameoffeialssdhecteddoremme e t o

visitors and other dignitaries “ahgpre to wi

planned community built by the War Department was a physical representation of federal
goals of moral uplift for the formerly enslaved pagidn. To this end, the government
erected a fineat and extéhsive collection
Onehundred whitewashed, on@anda-half story duplexes were constructed
along a quartemile long thoroughfare through the Village. The clapboard houses used a
pared down version of the Classical Revival style. Popular in thereteteenth century,
in its grand representations, Classical Revivalism used symmetry and columns to allude
to Greek temples, symbolically connecting America to the ancient democraatg a
ideals through architectural style. In it
Classical Revival architecture used color and symmetry to convey the ideals of the
movement. The external symmetry of the home was meant to lead to satiahfzand
stability. The white color of the homes was meant to encourage cleanliness, godliness,
and order. Initially chosen by the War Department, this housing type was embraced by
black Arlingtonians. They took great care in the maintenance and upk#egsethomes.

When building their own homes later residents often recreated this style.

B kSt asSk ttl O0SsE awSYSY ufteishtas ANBIS@Eabbayy Qs 2022). f £ F IS5 ¢

PBerling ¢ KS 2k NIAYS DSy SaShvedNdo MGEBE p138.6 2 NE 6A GKAY

G CNBSRYFyQa +Af f 3 NDIS NI & yBE0RP smyrchrf @ | ASNTEA OF f CAf S

Village,CLH.
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Figure 4

The onehundred white-washed, oneand-a-half story duplexes constructed by the War Department using a
pared-down version of the Classical Revival style became a popular home style for African Americans beyond
the Village.Fr eedmanés Vi | |gnig,d864, Rrmts and Bhotagraphs Division,. OC.

The War Department did more tham just
partnership with northern religious and aid societies, they establissigdtions to help
educate the former slaves in giiaal skills and the ways of wage labor. Women were
taughtdomestic housekeeping skills, whilecational schools for men taught them to
become carpenters, tailors, wheelwrights, shoemakers, harness,raalarore®!

Though these programs smacked of patksm and encouraged assimilationist
tendencies, they improdehe lives of many. For example, blacksmithing \wasong the
tradegaudht at the VillageElsewhere irVirginia and across the South it became
increasingly difficult for African Americans foractice these skilled professions. Under
slavery individuals could learn and practice these trades, but in freedom African

American craftsmen found a harder time practicing such skills because of prejudices and

B31Bobbi Schildtg ! I RRAY Q&  [AlyY LOYNIISRRAYD AlitiienistoridalMagaana/ol.
10, No. 3 (Oct. 1995).
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new restrictive policie$®* Many skilled labeers, such as William A. Rowe who worked
as a blacksmith, became leaders in the community because afytaagprominence
theireducation andkilled jobs provided.

With their new or improved ski$ets, many within the Village came to work for
the fede a | government. These individuals worke
forti f8atht ThamassOwens and his wife Hannah found federal work within
the Village, she as a cook and he ¥t the m
The oprtunity to work for the federal government highlights another benefit for African
Americans living in Arlington. These employment opportunities provided a welcome
alternative to farm labor, the most common employment type for African Americans at
this time** Ot her s worked in the Villageb6s hospit
hospital workers were paid $0.40 per day, while teamsters and skilled laborers were paid

$1 per day plus ratior3® These pay rates were consistent with white waeé3ome

¥yw2aa RA2OdzaasSa KSNI FIFOKSNDRAE myyna o6fFOl1aYAGKAY I oc
blacksmith in Lynchburg, Virgintéatherine Mosley Ross, interview Bpnon., 1995wD mMnoY CNBSRYI| y
Village, Box 2, File 3GLH.

¥5araCollins, et. L NBSRYFyQa +Afftl 3ISY | NI (Afir@idre Virgidia: TOd NBE G CNB S
Black Heritage Museum of Arlington County, 2002).

¥ sara Collins, et. L NESRY I y@2)x Af £ 38

BWw2 o SNI I { OKA f R (edAriGg@NBrgiraI 86900 Arlingtdn Hist@ical Magazin/ol.
7, No. 4 (Oct1984) p 1£22.

1% John P. Sherburne, Assistant Inspector General of the Military District of WashingBng.t&en. J.H.

al ONAYRItSax aAftAlGFINE D2@OSNYy2NJ 2F GKS S5AAGNAROG 2F /
2, Folder 17, CLH.

B'w2 aSLIK t® wSARES 4aW/ 2YAYy3I FTNRY (GKS {KIFER2Hp 2F (GKS t

C NB S R Y 2ge Q186319004 The Virginia Magazine of History and Biographgl. 95, No. 4 (Oct
1987).Seealsb NI . SNIAy> W2aSLK t® wSARes FyR [S4tAS { & w:
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would transition between these regionally exceptional employment typesh as
Village resident Harry W. Gray, who transitioned from a job as a skilled mason to

become a messenger for the Department of the Intéfior.

Figure5

Here residents of Freedmandéds Village are seen on the main
homes. These individuals and famil iFrseéddma&kn rae\it!l Icaag e, ma

1860s. National Park Service.

Though they benefitted from the overall
buildings, layout, and services undertaken by the War Department, it was the African
American residents themselves who spearheaded the development of a truly robust
communityinFree mandés Vi ll age. The camp became hor
ages and family types. Some African American families escaping bondage were able to

bring extended kin networks together at the Village. The Parks family was able to keep

Ira Berlin et al., edsEreedom: A Documentary History oh&ncipation, 18641867, (Cambridge, London,
and New York, 1982), chap. VII.

%8 National Register of Historic Placerry W. Gray Housby Jennifer Bunting Hallocky May 2003
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their entire thirtee person familyogether The head of their family, Lawrence Parks,

was already in his mideventies when he attempted to create a new life for himself and

his family at the Village. Mary Pollard came to the Village at the age of forty with her
fifteenryea-old son James in 1865. Others came to the Villagadividuals, such as
fourteenyearold Nancy Jackson who was living at the Village by 1865. Though
villagersdifferedin age or family connectionat the Villagehey were united in their

goals of crating a strong community in freedom. These individuals and families took

great care of maintaining their homes. An 1864 r p e r 0 artic/badekl that the

ipl ace presents a clean an®Wwihthelelpefrous app
northern mis®naries, residents directed the creation of religious and educational
institutions in the Village. As early as 1
secondary schools for the children of the Village which educated from 250 to as many as

900 student$?’ Demand for education was so high amongst adults that a night school

was established to meet their ne¥dResidents stressed the importance of an education

for themselves and their children. The son

Village,resdent s singing the chorus fAcome bring

961 NIIAIONISEND Za. 28HAS | | & =
MU OKAf RG® & CNBrihgonHigtorigal Magazifgog)s ¢

MIcStAE WIHYSas 4CNBSRYFyda +AfflF3ASs I NIAYy3IG2ysS +ANHJ
1967).
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Uncle Sam is rich en ofWiththis enthssiasticcemhrazeocd | | t o

education, literacy rates in the Village rose from only 20% in 1870 to 56% by*4890.

Figure6
Education was incredibly important to residents of Freed
at the Village schooli Fr eed mands Vi VhagellOEA4Il i ngt on,

As the community grew, the Civil War raged on. In April of 1865 Confederate
General Robert E. Lee surrendered to Union General and future President Ulysses S.
Grant at Appomattox Courthouse, Virginia. That same spring, the management of
Fr e ed ma n dransitidried flora theeWar Department to the newly formed
Freedmands Bureau. Congress founded the Bu
needs of former slaves and help them transition into freedom through social, political,

and legal aid.

241 NJI NaBidn& Raly Intelligenceh O 26 SNJ HTE MycoT w2o6SNI / KINI Sa
Recordx 2f wmMé¢é o0bSég 2NJY !a{ tNBaas mopynovo LI mcnT WFYSa.
(1967).

“Ssehildta ! f I RR A yAdiEigtoh Histotidal Magazing1995).
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In peacevictory, and freedom, with the newly minted federal agency dedicated to
pursuing their rights, the inhabitants of
schools, churches, institutions, and fraternal and mutual aid sociktegxeningheir
roots in theVillage.*** Fraternal and mutual aid societies provided the men of the Village
a way to exercise their new social and political rights. In this way the Vitlegame,
even more than other contraband camips,h e f i r st great cul tur al
goundod produced by andOnt such orydnizaiion wasthé mer i c an
Grand United Order of Odd Fellows, founded in the Village in 1870. This organization
served many needs of the young black communitgsting social functions, serving as a
meetingground for political functions, serving as a credit union, helping to establish
internal community leadership, and supporting black churches and schools. In 1888 black
Arlingtonians also founded their own Masonic Lodge No. 58 in the middle class Green
Valley community:*®

In 1866 the Little Zion Methodist Church and the Old Bell Baptist Church were
founded. Less than ten years later, in 1873, Old Bell had so many members that it divided
into two congregations Mt. Olive and Mt. Zion Baptist churches. Lucy tia was a

founding member of the Mt. Zion Baptist Church. Lucy came to the Village in 1865 with

1% Eor similar social institutions created by and for freedmen in the South see Tera W. Hugter, WW2 & a &

CNBSR2YY {2dziKSNYy .t 01 2 2YSy QCambridge SassHaryaRl [ | 6 2 NA | T
University Press, 1997) p 2B.

*>0On the political ralities of contraband camps see Steven Hahiational Under Our Feet: Black
Political Struggles in the Rural South from Slavery to the Great Migréflambridge, MassHarvard
University Press, 2003) p 73.

Y8 E . percil Stanfor&uburban Black Eldertalifornia: Hwong, 1978).
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her extended family. Lucydos commitment to
Village shows how its longerm residents wanted to shape the Village antruly robust
community.

These churches were not just houses of worship, they were anchors of the
community and spiritual | eaders were often
Robert S. Laws, also worked as an employment agent for the Villagadkip fellow
Villagers find work™*’ Laws enjoyed a great deal of influence in the community, he was
called Athe | eader of Thibkindofinfluencetofi ment i n
spiritual leaders in community affairs was not isolated to Laws. Hemmyalx came to
the Village about 1864 with his wife Mary and their young son WilltAhworking as a
laborer for the military at the Village, Lomax became Bishop of Zion Methodist, later
renamed AME Zion. His position within the church helped Lomax to beeome
community leader, also taking up leadership positions withilOtek Fellovs. These
churches and organizations expanded and so
had been made pobk throughemployment and education possibilities provided the

freedmen in the Village.

W YSE&E GCNBSRYLFYQa £A0OMIPESD O NI AyIi2ys +ANBAYAL
Cc.S.Potteti [ SGGSNI G2 90 td { YAGKEZE WIHydzk NBE HcE -MmycTE )
1969, Box 181.: Virginia, 1866 October-1867 March, HD626 Amistad Research Center, New Orleans,

Louisiana.

“95ara Collins, et. L NBSRY | y@@2)+ Af t I 38
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(A1 60 (EII
Though it was the countyds | argest, Fre
community to emerge in Arlington in the 18

began to take shape. Located atop a hill in the westetiopof the county, the
community had amazing views. When writing his younger brother from his station at
Hal |l 6s Hi bd di €i vidhWwawi | |l iam observed that
of the country for nearly ten miles, and probably can seedhntry very near Vienna
and FafTrhfeaxhiol |l for which the community got
stream of watero which afforded fAwater for
which furfished fuel .o

These descriptions of lovely, pastoradws and natural resources show how
Hall 6s Hill, I i ke Freedmandés Vill age, was
African American communities to be in such soudgtiér areas. Instead, most African
American communities took shape far from downtownpreferred views. The one thing
thatareas African American settlements beyond Arlington seemed to have in common
was they were seen as undesirable in some Matyonally, the only African American
communities which developed in such desirable areas damestic service enclaves
created so domestics could live close to the elite homes they serviced. Seven percent of

Arl ingtonés African American residents wor

%0 30hn Williamé
I FffQa |
1995) p 4260.

S ibH&NIWilliamé January 1, 1862 dz2 i SR Ay {02004 {® ¢l &f 2 NZ
ft

: -
A Y | A @AlEVirginladHifg®niHismeal Magakmarol. 12 Nof1QGct | A

Plwa Ky [20S tINISNE [ SGGSNI G2 w20SNI Do 7 FGSNEE | dz
Arlington Historical Magazin&/ol 6 No 3, (Oct 1979) p 23.
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Hill residents Ellen Hayson, who worked as a cook, l@rddaughter Margaret, who

worked as a livén maid>?

But this employment type does not seem to have impacted
African American settlement pattert’s Meanwhile, @en elite and middle class black
communities of the New South, such as the Hayti Afriarerican neighborhood of
Durham, North Carolina, were forced to take up residence in an undesirable periphery of

mud flats outside the city? But these residential patterns were not seen in Arlington.

l nstead, the | ocat i on silagefindésmablé avems cahi | | a
be | inked to Ar | i nwatr realftiéss The€federal joveWwienent ceeatel p o s
Freedmands Village on Leeb6s plantation as

confiscation and r e aterswagtmemesult of localtiacunms@arecesHi | |
in Arlington which created a window for black land purch&3&ederal occupation

during the war and Reconstruction hurt whi
whil e the war 6s dwas)yearsthartttheioegconanic gowerelan p o st
Arlington the physical destruction of war and federal occupation led to the devastation

and seizure of lands, crops, farm animals, and homes. So, following the Civil War,

152 Margaret Evly Wright, interview by Terry Townsend, December 15, 1974, Zonta Oral History Program,

CLH.
3 These suburban patterns of development challenge the black suburban types outlined by Wiesq.

Wiese,Places of Their Ow@004); Nancy Perry, Spencer Crew, Nigel MG SNBR a¢ Q2 S 5ARYy Qd | I ¢
hiGKSNJ tfl OS ¢2 [ A@SQ Yated Bringtdd Eguiity, VirginESoutherrSAedteaphary { S I NE
Vol. 53, No. 4 (Winter 2013) p 404.

%% eslie BrownUpbuilding Black Durham: Gender, Class and Black Community Develaphhe Jim
Crow Soutt{Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2008).

PrayRasSe . SaliSoNBdNIeSs a! +ASs FNRY | FtfQa 1 Affy |
I NI A y/Alingtoyl Hhstorical Magazingol. 15, No. 3 (Oct. 2015) p-Bg; Alexandria City Government,

Finding The Fort: A History of an African American Neighborhood in Northern Virginial28689y

Krystyn R. Moon September 2014).
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Arl ingtonds exi st i nigapositiort oéstrengimiorkeap thé hbestwa s n
lands for themselves. Economic hardships led many white Arlingtonians to subdivide and
sell their land. At the same time, rail networks expanded in the county. The possibility of
easier commuting further pushedpaxsion in Arlington. In the immediate postwar years
white Arlingtonians took a less active role in shaping the county and their own
communities into a unified suburban environment.

The hardimes of the Civil War are what spurred white laowner Bazil Hall,
thenames ake of Hall 6s Hil |l , t o BaieHalllostmush | and
during the war. He fled his house when a skirmish between Union and Confederate forces
put his hane in the crossfiré>® During his absence his home and 327 acre farm were
stripped of furniture, timber, fences, crops, and farm aniftal§ollowing this initial
destruction, Hall 6s property was taken ove
thewa , Hall 6s | and was valued at over $10, 0C
property. But following the war, his land was valued at only $6,400 and his personal
property was estimated to be worth only $3{Hall was in his latdifties with four

young children still living at homé>® To survive he needed to sell his land.

P L dzt +20Ses ab2GSa 2y ¢s2 | NIAigyBh Rsoichl Wagdzine, | a A f | | f
Vol. 2 No. 3 (Octl963) p 223.

P'y2088s ab20GSa 2 §Arlingioa HistoNdal MegazingDyt 1963 f 2223.; Henry

2 Afaz2ys awS3aAYSy i -SecohdiviagsaiNBettsArfanbiprirgtortHis®cal &

Magazine Vol. 6 N0.3 (Oct979);! ®{ & { 2dzi KSNY / f | A YND. 242 NARRA A A2y X d&. |1
B8 op{d {2dz2iKSNY /£ A YND.2A2ZNARRA AAR2Y S &. T Af 1 Fff

¥ These figures are from 186Md 1870 respectivelp. A 8 ST & . I T A f éThedAington2 ¥ | | f £ Q& |
Historical Magazin€éOct. 1979)
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Figure 7

This modern photo shows the Bazil Hall House, first constructed in 1868Intil its destruction in 1999, the home

was locatedat 1700 North Geoge Mason Drive in Arlington. Arlington County Government, Neighborhood

Hi story Preservation St ybyMarpElenSiamdng Arlindtor, 1987Hi ghvi ew Par k

New arrivals of African Americans seeking to make lives for themselves for the
first time in freedom took advantage of this situation. Aided by the creation of black
community infrastructure by the War Depart
Americans in Arlington were more forwatdoking than whites when it came to carving
out ommunities throughout Arlington. Immediately following the war those looking to
buy land in Arlington were African Americans. Hall sold his land at a loss to African
American individuals and families. Even at the depressedwast r at e, Hal | 6s
still valued at more than $19 per acre. In 1865 he began selling his land for $10 to $15 an
acre. Needing funds and provisions desperately, Hall was willing to accept lump sums of

cash, irkind trade, or installments of $0.60 a month for his [Efd@his willingness to

10 The price of land quickly rose from this early rate from 1865, when sales began, to 1888, when Hall

passed away. Articl&vening Stas SOSY0 SNJ mnX mMyptTT 2 &8 Adingtont T A€ | | £ §
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barter and pay off lands slowly helped African Americans just startintp @itain
homes even though they had little savings or access to loans.

However, the willingness of white landowners to sell to African Americans
should notbeequatedi t h support for Arlingtonds new
This is especially true in the case of Bazil Hall. Hall was known for his violent temper
generally and for his aggression towards blacks in particular. He was rumored to have
Ashot onplgwyegnobsiamado, 06 and was quoted by
asserted that Aany man of common sense wil
t he S%YThough Hall had at least four slavie¥homas Merchant and the Fair
family, Alfred, Genny, angdon Johri bet ween 1855 and 1860, none
formerly ensl|l aved workers stayed in Hall s
known forbeing demanding of his enslaved workensEvening Staarticle noted that
he and his wifenwehaear dn'8iviseed possiblgiats . 0
Merchant and the Faidid not wish to continue any relationship with Hall in freedom. It
is also possible that Hall was unwilling to sell to his former slaves.

Unfortunately for theHalli ghbiomholods e nt

did not end with the bill of sale. Bazil Hall did not want the new residents on his land to

Historial Magazing(Oct. 1979) Arlington County Governmenieighborhood History Preservation Study
2F | FffQa | AbyMarylERed Biriioss g(Arlingtdw)1987).

181 Arlington County Governmen, SA 3 K6 2 NK22R | A &0 2 NE t NB&EWNIKbY A 2y { G d
Mary Ellen Simmons, (Arlington, 1987); Benjamin Franklin Co8lymgbol, Sword, and Shield: Defending
Washington, D.C. During the Civil Wgtamden, ConnArchon Books, 1975) p 95.

%2 Article,Evening Stab SOSYo SNJ mns #M§ pt Tt 28t ddingtorf Hizdricdl A €
Magazine(Oct. 1979)
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Aforget t'#Iideidiscopdgeat thensfror taking employment which he believed
was above their station, instead hopingytivould rely on his benevolence. This became
another hurdle early black settlers in Arlington had to negotiate. But despite this, Bazil
Hall and his land sales represented an opportunity for black residents to buy land and
create lives for themselves inavely, desirable location within the county.

Hal | 6s Hi | | -QwdWar bldtleneighborheod estaldishéd beyond
Freedmands Vill age. Like the residents fro
lives on Virginia and Maryland farms and ptations. That was the case for James
Washington who came to Hall ds Hill from a
purchase two lots totaling three acres in 1¥8@nother early purchaser was Archibald
Upshire, who bought one lot for himself, his wiéza, and their growing famil}2°
These African American residents seeking a life and community for themselves and their

families were mostly working class. Both Archibald and Eliza worked outside of the

o
n
I

home, he as a laborer and she as a dont8Sticfree dom, many Hal |

183 stanford,Suburban Black Eldei(4978) p 2425.

%% Arlington County Governmen#rlington County Deed BookXZ b 2 ® ¢ LJ on ¢ j dz2 SR A
27T | | gTh&AlindtolHisforical MagazinéOct. 1979 24,; Arlington County Government,

Arlington County Deed Booko. 4, p 1 quoteditt A 8 ST & . | T A f & The Aflihgto Historicalf £ Q& | A
Magazine(Oct. 1979) 24.

165Variously spelled Upshire, Upshur, and Upshére family had two children when they purchased their
home, and four children as of 1870. Arlington County Governmigtihgton County Deed Book Wo. 4 p
33300p ljdz2i SR Ay 2 AaS&ThedArlihgion Histotichl Magazai@ct. 197¥p RAQWAS | A f €
Census, 187@Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office) index and images, Virginia, United States;
citing p. 50, family 356, NARA microfilm publication M593 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and
Records Administration, n.d.), FHL midrof653,138.

%8 ys Census, 18¢Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office) ESdCensus, 18 @ashington,
D.C.: Government Printing Office) index and images, Virginia, United States; citing p. 50, family 356, NARA
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worked as unskilled laborers in Washington, D.C. for $0.15 to $0.50 a day, less than half

the rate received by many of the skilled |
These residents relied on the steam and raikraystem to take them in and out

of the city for worKk. Hal | 6s Hi | | was buil

(W&OD) line, first chartered in 185% By 1870, many rail lines, including the W&OD

line, were expanding freight and passenger servicesaémisagton County and nearby

Alexandra City. The W&OD tracks ran from downtown Alexandria, along the path of

Four Mile Run through Arlington, north to Rosslyn, and out to the towns towards

Virginiads Blue Ridge Mount anothes, rallifresedi ng o

continued to improve their service and expand their stops, increasingly focusing on

commuter travel, encouraging and reacting to a rising commuter community seeking

employment beyond the farm in Arlington County. Connections betweehikigésn

and Arlington continued to expand with the opening of the Aqueduct Bridge as a free

bridge in 1886'°® Arlington moved slowly towards more concentrated communities of

small er | and holdings, with Hal |-@neteeHth | | as

microfilm publication M593Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL
microfilm 553,138.

%7 Chartered as the Alexandria, Loudon, and Hampshire Railroad, the line would go through several name
changes throughout the late nineteenth century until the \Wiagjton and Old Dominion was formalized

in 1911. To avoid confusion, Washington and Old Dominion will be used as the name of this line
throughout.

¥ AmyBallarddd A &G 2 NA OF £ |y [ (Onpublishied PageMbya 98§, VertitaNdjleZ léyon
Park,CLH
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century contemporaries call efThethoieoft ransit
Hall 6s Hill 6s residents to | ocate in an ar
employment in Washington, D.C., while maintaining lots with spacedords, gardens,
and expansiowasa part of this suburban growth.

Riding the trolley was more difficult f
more affluent neighbors. Though riding the rails was convenient and the most reliable
way to travel in te county, where despite road improvements made during the war years,
al most all of the countyds road networks w
A two-way trolley ticket cost $0.05 per day, takinguponbi rd of t he r esi de
daily income. While employment in D.C. offered job opportunities, the significant cost to
travel into the city for work shows that this employment choice was not without its trials.
Most of Hall s Hill s working r ¢&dorwbknt s ne
because the community had few, if any, businesses at the end of the nineteenth
century*®

The residents of Hal |-éesstolnprbvethaersed t heir
economic situation. Shaping their environment to meet their needs, they ersated
rural community which featured extensive gardens, where residents kept horses and

raised hogs, chickens, and turké{/sHere, African American wiing class residents

199 Clifford Edward Clark, Jfhe American Family Home, 180860.(Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 1986) p-29.

170Arlington County Governmenitigh View Park Neighborhood Conservation Rigrgvelyn Bell, Darnell

Carpenter, Daphin®uffner, Inez Waynes, Frank Wilson, and Sherri Yowirgjriia January 1992).

! Arlington County Governmenh, SA 3 K6 2NK22R | A&d02NE t NBASNDJbiA2zy {id
Mary Ellen Simmons, (Arlington, 1987).
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chose to recreate elements of their rural plantation past, making a choice habtitewr
ideal neighborhood would look like. Residents used farming to supplement incomes.
Residents focused on buying as much land as they could afford rather than creating
elaborate homes, often expanded their land holdings slowly. For example, whezh Rob
E. Ferguson first purchased land from Bazil Hall he was only able to buyatinef an
acre. But over time his land holdings expanded until his lot was large enough to support
farming. Coming from the rural Herndon, Virginia, Ferguson used his farskifigets
to grow cherry trees whose fruit was harvested for sale by his wife Ellen Hayson and
their children’? Residents built simple singfamily wood frame or brick homes
themselves, often in a piecemeal fashion as supplies could be afforded acouidniee
secured to complete the work. These homes were often reminiscent of farm houses,
constructed in a simple, modifidebur Square styl&”>
Beyond their individual attempts to create successful lives in freedom through
work and home, the residentstdla | | 6 s Hi |l | created community
establish the kind of social and physical environment they thalggivtable Only one
year after the first bills of sale, Hallos

congregation. In 1866 Moses Peatharganized a Methodist prayer services which grew

2 Arlington County Governmengington County Deed Book 9. 4, 284 quoted inWa S & . F T At I | €

I I £ f &A&lingtoh Hiftarical MagazingOct. 1979) p 24.; Margaret Evely Wright, interview by Terry

Townsend, December 15, 1974, Zonta Oral History Prodtaud, "Virginia, Marriags, 17851940,"

w20SNI 9 CSNHdAza2Y FyR 9fSIFy2N d9ftSyé¢ 5 +d | dazy
Alexandria, Virginia, reference 141; FHL microfilm 30,497.

3 Arlington County Governmeniyeighborhood History Preservation Study df f £ Qa | Af fby | A AK GA &
Mary Ellen Simmons, (Arlington, 1987).
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into the Calloway United Methodist Churtif.Pelhnam came to the area fr@nlpeper
Virginia. Like the Parks family in Freedma
with an extended kin network wiiavas anchored by Moses and his brothers Burrell,

Gipson, and Ed Pelhaf’ In 1868 the black residents of the community organized a
school for the communi ty &%amgsVWashingtanangbip ul at
wife Lucinda raised six childrenin Hélls  Hi | | . Moses Pel ham al so
U p s h ihad éve éhildren when they purchased their home and four children as of 1870.
These young, growing families pushed for a good education and a better life for their

children.

Hal Hiblsl 6 s assasimpleookeoom school with one teacher. Though
modest, this school was unique for the are
Washington District, the countyods westernm
local white residents resisted pubéiducation. Even after the county established a public
school system in 1870, the region opted out of the program, waiting until 1878 to open
the Carne School for white childréfl.This resistance likely had less to do with an
outright rejection of public education than the fact that at this time many Arlingtonians

sent their children to school in Washington, D.C. The district provided the possibility for

1 Arlington County Governmenrlington County Deed Book Bo. 4, p 319, Arlington County Office of

Land Records, Arlington, Virginia.

Y william H. Pelham, Sr., interview by EdmundCBmpbell and Cas Cocklin, November 21, 1986,

Arlington County Libraries Oral History Progr&hHp 2.

fAa /2adtSez aAdy:

51 GAR . SAl +tAQGALYy . dzZf £ 201 = & f
¢ S tIN] ol lFftftdyga | Aff
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Il Aad2Ne N} yaONR LIG & ¥ 2ubuistio IDE.  +

L RoseArlington County, Virginiél976) p 136.
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students to attend privasehool and children of federal employees could also attend
D.C.6s public schools for free. Wi th these
Districtds white residents resisted being
resi dent s ildiéeraotyet Hewlthe arsa asHa growing community. Their

di sinvestment in community schools points
future development.

However, for Hallds Hills residents it
receive an education, but that they receive that education close to home. This could be the
result of many practical factors, such as the difficulty for sclageld children to navigate
the trolley cars. Trolley travel was dangerous and taking the streetcarconatantly
l'iving with the thr eat'®Asfearlyiabtha860s states tthak b i | i
railway safety commissions to deal with public safety concerns from riding the rails.

Getting on and off of a moving trolley car was patrticularly peslbecause the average

step up or down from a trolley car was thréset; truly a jump for a child”® The lack of

curbs or sidewal ks in the communityds road
concerns about paying additional trolley fares beytbnde already paid by parents

traveling beyond the neighborhood for employment could have been a contributing

factor.

"®Barbara Young WelkRecasting American Liberty: Gender, Race, Law, and the Railroad Revolution,

18651920(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001) p 33.

" This is the average heigtarftrolley cars in the 1880s. Welkeecasting American Liber(001).
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But this choice to create a school for and within their own community shows
distinct visions from black Arlingtonians about what makesi@a a good place to live.
Unli ke their white neighbors, the resident
create their own schools within the community. A path also taken by the residents of
Freedmands Vill age andve@loamleschooMshows netyonly t he d
the importance of education for the first generation of African Americans in freedom, it
also shows how schools were perceived to be neighborhood institutions, pillars of the
community. The physi ilschoolinthecentarafthe of t he Ha
community, alongside the church, highlights this fact. Schools were used not only for
education but also to provide neighborhood children with a sense of community,
connection, and insulation from negative outside whitei@rftes which they would be
more likely to experience if they had to travel great distances beyond their communities.
This call for i1isolation is also suggest
church and school were clustered along Fairfax Rodde communi t yds mai n
to the District and other parts of the county. With homes fanning out from the main road
and these institutions, Calloway Church an

community. With these institutions at the certetheir community physically and

(@}
(2]

socially, the environment built by Hal/
their preferences for what community life should be like. As previously mentioned, the
countyds road net woirnkarwalsy pdriirni triovaed swi tGwin pt
Hill the roads were narrow and most did not open out to connect to other roads. Beyond

the main thoroughfare of Fairfax Road through the community, few roads passed through
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Hall 6s Hill. Thysahdodmpgeadrabnnepassability
could certainly be inconvenient for residents; however it also provided insulation from
surrounding white neighbors. 't 1 s i mporta
increasingly becoming a blackmmunity, full residential segregation was not yet a

real i ty. l nstead, Hall s Hill éds black resi
newly emerging white neighborhoods, I n wha
and pepper 0 rmoemnodte posCiviBWar souherh residential

expansiort®® Residents were also isolated from other black communities in east

Arl ington where Freedmandés Village and Gre
from a larger local network of black commungtieould have heightened their desire to

create some breathing room for their community by becoming insulated.

By the 1870s, only a few years after it
growing black community. Thwymowngtoveardof Ar | i
more concentrated communities of smaller |
landholdings, small levels of farming, and commuting work population as an
intermediary step. The choices mtydge by Hal
infrastructure created in Freedmanodos Vill a
existence for Arlington and its residents, a path shaped by the choices and preferences of
t he areads Af r i crecambifatien withswechfactors asifedepolicies

and postwar economic and social conditions

¥ Thomas HanchetSorting out the New South City: Race, Class, and Urban Development in Charlotte,

18751975. (Chapel HillThe University of North Carolina Press, 1998).
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Despite early support from the federal government, the War Department, and the

Freedmands Bureau, backing for Freedmanos
theaims of the freedmen and the government had once been in line, they were now at
odds. Nationally, support for Reconstruction programs was on the decline. Radical
reconstruction and Republican political control collapsed as social and political
reconciliaton and reunion ended what public support had once existed for African
American rights'®! As a result aid to former slave families fell from favor. The kind of
social experimentation undertaken in large scale federal projects like the one at
Fr e e d maagedwere &spekiadlly vulnerable for attack. Cracks began to show even
amongst Village officials. Reverend Laws worked as a spokesperson for the community,
pushing Village administrators to expand f
behavior made Lasvenemies; one camp bureaucrat called Laws an agitator for his
support of black rights and encouraged the reverend to leave the Wflage.

The freedmen who had once been celebrated for their improvements to
themselves and the | asmd aweTées chararterizatat e gor i z

was RnAuntrue, |l i bel ous, éwithout foundati on

81 0n racial implications of reconciliation see David W. Blgate and Reunion: The Civil War in

American Memory(CambridgeMass. Harvard University Press, 2001).

Y9I NI .o DFEGSE [d2GSR Ay WEHYSasY GCNBSRYIFyU&d +Aff [ 3¢
BThisOKF NI OGSNAT FGA2y 2F CNBSRYIyQa +Affl 38 NBaARSYy(a
correspondents and amongst civilians. J.A. Commerford, Superintendent of National Cemetery, to Major

and Quarter Master G.B. Dandy, November 12, 1878, RG 103: Fre@dinant A f f I ISXLH. 2E M C2f
¢ KS CNXBSRYAlgkahdria Gardtt&G ISDSY¥ 0 SN 12 myyT1d = SNICAHOIt CAf SY
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environment created by the Villagefs Lifelong Arlington House resident Selina Gray,

who lived on the property first in slavery and laterreeflom, knew better than most alll

the ways in which the environment changed. Gray, her husband, and their children

transitioned from slavery to freedom on the property, moving from the house yard to

Freedmandés Village. But |lyhel azleloedvhti it Isdn

beautiful,® singling out Village®homes as
Villagers continued to maintain the houses at the center of the Village originally

built by the War Department, keeping their homes neat, dialy very comfortabl&®®

Many residents improved upon these homes through additions and land beautification,

some spending as much as twmthreetimes their initial investments’ Beyond these

improvements, residents of the Village also paid land retelss local, state, and

federal poll, road, school, and personal property t&X&0 residents were not

Asquatters, 0 they were individuals and f am

paying rent, building homes, and continuing to expand theinuamty institutionsThis

pattern of discrepancies between black residents seeing a thriving community and outside

white politiciansand individuals seeing ashantp wn began wi th Fr eedma

% Board of Supervisors, Minute BqdkS 6 NHzt NBE MoE Myyns wilHMnoY CNBSRYIl Y

%5 Selina Gray to Mrs. Mary ((&tis) Lee, 1872, Mary Custis Lee Papers, 1894, Virginia Historical

Society, Richmond, Virgin{Here after VHS)

18 H E. Simmons to Elias M. Greene, January 23, 1864, RG 92, COQMGRRASSIoted in James
GCNBSRYIYyQ&a +Aff (@7 ! NIAYyIdG2ys +ANBAYAL ¢

8" Most purchased their homes for $&®. L.H. Carbenter to Richard C Drum, December 7, 1887, Vertical

CAtSY CNESRMOTY QW #3933 t¢d GNEESRYIyQa At 3Ss I NIAy3l2Yy

%8 US Government, Valuation of Property in the Villat88, RG 92, CQMGF, MSSRA quoted in
WEYS4 GCNBSRYFYQa +AffF385 I NIAy3G2ys +ANBAYAFE oOmd
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would be repeated in community after community, askobnd white residents battled
for space in the emerging Jim Crow society
actually shows is racialized resistance towards the Villagers and outside forces fishing for
an excuse to take lands they wanted for gpleposes.

This push to take the land back from Villagers was a diauwirprocess. In 1868
the Freedmands Bureauds continued existenc
closed, the power of the Bureau shrunk significantly until its powers limited toconly
petitions and education for African Americdfi$The government also attempted to
close Freedmanodos Village in 1868. In antic
Potomac River and the grand porch of Arlington House, impeding views to anthizom
elite home, were torn down, residents forced to relocate elsewhere on the property.
Di straught at the sudd e nin-laanvasked oWiofitHemanm Conw
issuing the evictions, Lieutenant Bergevin, where they should go. He responded by
cal i ng the woman a fidamned fool 8Thior thi nki
relocation was undertaken in the winter and with such little notice that some men
returned home from work to find their wives and children gone. But Villagers organized
againsthis closure of the Village. As a result these early efforts to close the Village were

not successful. In fact, the attempted relocation was so botched that it sparked an

18915 Stat. 83 (July 6, 1868) and 15 Stat. 193 (July 25, 1868), M1869: Records of the Assistant
Commissioner and Subordinate Field Offices for the BureaefafBes, Freedmen, and Abandoned
Lands, 1868.872,NARA

9 5ergt. SN Clark, Bureau Refugees Freedmen and Abandoned Lands Headquarters Asst Commissioner
S5AaUNROG / 2ftdzYoAl 2 aKAy3ldz2ys (2 /2t2ySts 5S0O0SY6SNI
10,CLH.
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investigation by the Freedmandés Bumwmeau. To
buy their homes from the government and established what they believed wata rent

own system for their land. Villagers beyond the central avenue constructed by the War
Department built their own homes. Most were good quality painted frame houses with

fenced in yard$® Villagers also created a surrounding farming community of five

tenacre plots called Arlington Tract Farms. Thomas and Hannah Owens initially lived in

the central Village until moving to an Arlington Tract farm in 1868. Owens and his

neighbors, including John B. Syphax, built homes for themselves and improved the lands

by farming. Residents were hopeful these p
propertyé to ours®l ves and our children.d
Six years after the first attempttocldassdne Vi | | age, in 1872, t

Bureau was abolished. Without a governmental body to lobby on behalf of the Village, in

the 1880s the War Department reinvigorated efforts to close it by calling for

Congressional action. The military wanted the lamdxpand Fort Myer and Arlington

National Cemetery, and to establish a parade ground. Others in the federal government
wanted the | and to create a new road netwo

Mount Vernon:** By 1889, the Department of Agricultyreo i ned i n on the g«

PIwl Y§asE GCNBSRYFYyQa zAffrF3ISE I NYFAYyIG2YS +ANBAYALFE ¢

1923 H. Laws et al. to O. O. Howard, 20 July 1868, Freedmen's Village, Washington, DC, Agent, RG 105,

ibid. [ApcpmmB ljdz2 SR Ay WwWSAREZI a W/, Bhw¥ingiddagakeof Hisko§ { K R2 4
and BiographyOct.1987) p 20.

*The New York Herald Tribuljedz2 4 SR Ay &/ f2aAy3a GKS +Affl38S5¢ wD mJ
1,CLH.
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lanogr ab f or Freedmanods Village by calling f
Farm®®*

Beyond thdederalgovernmentwhite Arlingtonians seeking voter reform to curb
black political power also wanted to close the &gk. White Arlingtonians regrouped
after the Civil War and were now ready to reassert their prominence by taking back rights
from African Americans. Local whites c¢claim
reservation [Freeman@d fMéiclt| agel]t hlrapod ipects
Americans fAcontrolled the couAfjcan el ecti ng
Americans could legally vote in Arlington during military Reconstruction beginning in
1867. These rights were solidified with stégeel Constitutional changes required by the
Reconstruction Amendments beginning in 1870. Also in 1870 cewialty electoral
reform increased the total number of political offices, made those offices elected rather
than appointed positions, and dividee ttounty into three geographically equal political
districts: Washington District in the western portion of the county, Arlington District in
the center, and Jefferson District in the eastern portion. The result of all these political
changes was that somAdérican Americans were elected to county positions, especially
within Jefferson District which contained
to the Village as a teen and worked as a skilled laborer, became Justice of tHe@%Peace.

William A. Rowe who was trained as a blacksmith in the Villagas dso aparticularly

Yo ayS 50 ¢l avdzaasSy | ydAn Aghidditural ExpérilmenSastn ind@ Chafighy 3 0 2 v
Eraé Arlington Historical Magazin&/ol. 3, No. 2 (Oct. 1966) p-30.

% Article, Alexandria Gazet® { SLIISYOSNI HE MyTH® +E&EMNMIAOFE CAfSY CNEF

%% 5ara Collins, et. &L NB SRY | y,Qeao2 A f £ | 3§
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successful African American politiciaRle served as Supervisor of Jefferg&ustrict
from 1871 to 187%@nd even served as Board chairman from 1872 to 1883.

But African American political power should not be overstated. Not all African
Americans met the minimum requirements for voting. Of those who could vote, only 140
taxpayers from Freedmanods Village voted in
there vas an African American presence on the Board of Supervisors they were never the
majority, keeping whites in control of county affairs. Additionally, even though African
Americans were able to vote and be elected to office, the white social and political
leaders of Arlington had other strategies to keep black elected officials from taking
office. Despitethe fact that black men walections to the posts of County Clerk,

Treasurer, and Sheriff, inexperience or inability to pay election dues were used to keep
themout of these offices during the 1870s and 1880s. Thus despite election, no African
Americans ever served in these positions. Early attempts to keep blacks from taking
office were seen as small victories, but white officials wanted more.

In seekingo limit black voting power one of the primary strategies for

Arl ingtonds emer gi mcgolitca leadeesrwasada attacketheDe mocr a't
| egiti macy of Freedmanoés Village. One memb
Vill age was anhdindigentepédrsors wizounfes thesArlington estate in the

county; o while a newspaper article t%lled

" Research and Records Committee, Arlington Historical Spaidty2 dzy i & hFFAOAILf & Ay | NI
1960Q¢Arlington Historical Magazin&/ol. 3 No. 3 (Oct 1967).

8 Board of Supervisors, Minute Book, December 6, 1875, quoted in Rdisgton County, Virginia

(1976); Article,National Republicar884 quoted in Rosérlington County, Virginiél976).
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Attempting to break up the largest black votirigck in the county, Arlingtonians
attacked thevaliditp f t he r esi dent sAlexandriaGazestarticl®e t he | a
all eged residents were fAibeing supported en
thus they did not have a legitimate claim to suffrégén reality a federal report found
that only or Village resident, a twelve year old orphan girl, was on-teng welfare®®
The Vill agebs status as government | and | e
their jurisdiction and thus they had no responsibility to contribute to schools or othe
muni ci pal activities within Freedmanodés Vil
black residents had parallels throughout the South, as state and local governments
attempted the reverse hanon black social and political right&®

In additiontot hose i n the federal government | c
and those attempting to reverse black enfranchisemaewltdevelopers were also
attacki ng Fr dretlkmast degasles Ufithe hinetgeath century Arlington was
quickly becoming atreetcar suburb of Washington. Land developers were striking out to
obtain more and more land where they could plat and build more suburban neighborhood
subdivisions. At the turn of the century,

Ai ncrebased {with] many pieces of property

9¢ KS CNB SRYAlgkahdria GazdttE ISHEY 0 SN 715 MyyTs +SNICGAHIf CAf §

2ys Government, Valuation of Property in the Village, 1888, RG 92, COMGNAR3$uoted in

WEYSEd GCNBSRYIFyQa zAft13Ss INIAYyIG2yI +ANBAYAFE 6wmd
*1Eor discussions of reversal of African Aitam political rights see HahA,National Under Our Feet,
(2003); BlightRace and Reunio(001); John R. Neftonoring the Civil War Dead: Commemoration and
the Problem of ReconciliatipfLawrence Kan. University Press of Kansas, 2008Jilliam Gllette,

Retreat from Reconstruction, 188879 (Baton Rougel a: Louisiana State University Press, 1979).
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In this state of land grab and economic frenzy, developers lured federal workers with

=]

gui et and repose from the stir and bustl e
Al awi di ng an & Tpesedrslipicdeialsoties intérests, and the kinds of
communities they created are the focus of chapter two. With the land and crops together,
Freedmanoés Village was esti mat édWithso be wor
muchweal t h at stake, |l and developers | obbied
Village in order to obtain that land for themselvEse developers had powerful allies in
their corner. Virginiabds U.S. Sevwdges,r, Joh
informing the War Department that the fApeo
open the way to I mprovement by having [the
Dani el went on that it was i mpntimnugher t hat
occupied by squatters who have no ®™nterest
But of course, the Villagers had been improving the land through building, cultivation,
and community formation for more than two decades.

All of these press@s against the community were coming to a head during a time
of legal uncertainty for the entire property that once made up the Arlington House
plantaton Geor ge Washington Custis Lee, one of

battle with the United Stas government claiming that his lands were illegally seized. His

22The Monitorand The Alexandria Gazett®ctober 30, 1903 quoted in Roéelington County, Virginia

(1976) p157.

293 etter to Gen Edwin M StantonSONB G NB 2F 2 NE ! dz3dzad mMpX mMycnZ wD
Folder 9CLH.

2% John W. Daniel to Redfield Proctor, December 18, 1890, RG 93, File Arlington Reservation,
Consolidated Correspondencel¥3,NARA
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late mother had also struggled to secure the property, but her attempts were unsuccessful
because she wanted the property to be converted back to a private reSicgnoeing
Fort Myer, Fe e d ma n 60 s V tintetrirg@lethe demch from Arkngton Cemetery
el sewher e. Lee on the other hand only call
After a five year legal battle, in 1882 the Supreme Court sided with him and in 1883 the
fedaal government purchased the Arlington estate house and grounds from Lee for
$150,000. Even though the purchase agreement did not call for the expulsion of the
Village, the formalization of the land as federal property at a time of extreme hostility
againsg African Americans generally and Village residents specifically provided a new
legal context for efforts to uproot the Village.

Officers at Fort Myer and Arlington National Cemetery began complaining about
the Villagers with renewed gusto. The Superingraf the National Cemetery, John A.
Commerford, alleged that Athe colored peop
down the cemeteryods trees for firewood dur
of these squatters buy any fuel and depensitijmon what they can [find] within the
e n c | o®$ MDespite yéars of Superintendents noting the use of cemetery trees by a few
Village residents, Commerford insisted this was a lsiggde problem and these trees
were meant to be decorative and not usedifewood. These charges were added to new
complaints that it was illegal for civilians to live on government property. Quarter Master

General for the District, Brigadier Genera

2% 3 A. Commerford, Superintendent ofthémal Cemetery, to Major and Quarter Master G.B. Dandy,

b2@SY6SNI MHE mMyTyZ wD mMnoY @NBSRYIyQa Attt 383 . 2E
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of paragraph #138 Army Relgtions, amended by General Order #26, Adjutant

General 6s Of fi ce, 1883, civilians are resi

this Holabird asserted that the ViP?agers

Residents who had once raa the support of Village administration were now
seen as nuisances. That was the case for Thomas Owens and his wife Hannah. As
previously mentioned, when they arrived at the Village both Thomas and Hannah worked
for the federal government within the Mige. This work earned the couple enough
respect amongst government agents that when rumors oflthgevtlosing began in the
late 1860sa government official wrote on behalf of the Owegsasking that they be
allowed to stay even if others were for¢éedjo?®” These eviction threats did not come to
fruition at that time. Instead the Owessised their government jobs to save enough
money to buy one of the farms within the Village for $40 in 188&or the next twenty
years Thomas was a successful fararet Hannah was able to retire from wétkBut
none of this success mattered. By the 1880s all support for the freedmen was gone and
the officials who once supported his place in the Village now wanted him to leave.
Eviction orders were handed down on Debem7, 1887. Despite being allowed to

purchase their homes and rent their lands beginning in 1868, the federal government

2% Birg. Gen. Samuuel B. Holabird to William C. Endicott, November 17, 1887, RG 93: Office of the
Quartermaster GeneraNARA

207 Capain VRG Supt. To Bvt. Brig. Gen. CH Howard, Department Commissioner of Washington, D.C.,

b23SY0SN) dp= mMyccI wD MAoYCIEHNBSRYlI yQa +Affl3ISs . 2E
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1880 (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office).
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insisted that this was under Athe direct wu
the | and, and ar e?*Residents didnotsee i this wag Gwensr e d . 0
said that fpeople ask us why we dondét buy
believed he had done just that, and had the receipts to pfoVBéspite that fact, the

War Department gave the Villagers 90 daystvke with no compensation.

With the prospect of being evicted from
undi sturbed for nearly a quarter of a cent
leaders to plead their case to the Secretary of War. Villagaedsghseocial and church
institutions cultivated for a generation to organize in an attempt to resist the closure of
their community. John B. Syphax was the representative for the community. He argued
that not only the rents paid and the houses construmiéd/so the community formed by
the Villagers amounted to a valid claim to their land in Arlington. He highlighted the
construction of the brick Mount Olive Chur
and fimany began to phenti mnpeegsemands maklde s
the shades of the past, these people have proven, in their new conditiorrelfsseit,
more thrifty, and | ess vici &%Tskingacaefrors oul d
Leebdbs successf ultheBupmmefCourt, Siphax pusheditltat should m

residents not be allowed to stay in the Village, then they must be justly compensated for

20 arlington Estate, Memorandum, RG 92, File: Arlington Estate, DNZ2, KARA.

2 Article, New York Herdl December 7,188 dz2 1 SR Ay WF YSa 4GCNBSRYl yQa +Aff
(1967).

%2 john B. Syphax to William C. Endicott, January 18, 1888, RG 92, File: Office of the Quarter Master

GeneralNARA
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their homes and improvements. He called for each resident to receive $350 for their
homes, lands, and relocation cdsts.

With the memory of the scandal around the mismanagement of eviction notices in
1868, the War Department surveyed and assessed the property in the winter 88887
to silence this proted¥lost residents received at least some compensation for thest land
but these payments were far under market value. Nancy Jackson, who came to the Village
on her own as a teenager soon after its opening, had created a good life for herself in the
Village. Nancy built a home and made agricultural improvements. Sheed&i23.15
in compensation for her home, trees, and viné®ther neighbors received smaller
funds. Martha Smith received $40.34 for her home and another $3 for agricultural
improvements. Lucy Harris was paid only $35 for her home, which she purcha$é@ for
nearly twenty years earlier. She was fAdist
home?'®

Lucy lived within one of the central houses of the Village beginning in 1865 when
she and several members of her extended family moved to the Village. Towegel
period of pressure against the Village drove many residents away before its formal

closing. Though several members of the Harris family lived in the Village in 1865, by

13 30hn B. Syphax to William C. Endicott, January 18, F88 92, File: Office of the Quarter Master
GeneralNARA

““35ara Collins, et. aCNBSRYl y @@o2)+ Af f | 3§
% United States Census, 18®/ashington, D.C.: Government Printing Office), National Archives,

microfilm publication M593 (Washington, D.C.tidaal Archives and Records Administration, n.d.).; US

Government, Valuation of Property in the Village, 1888, RG 92, CQMGRMESquoted in James
GCNBSRYIFIyQa xAffl3IST | NI AyY3IIRNESRWVINHREIAAKHefOMIR T 0O T
Washington Postga. 1900)j dz2 6 SR Ay WIF YS&d GCNBSRYIFyQa +AfflF3IST | NI
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1888 only Lucy remained. Other families, such as the Parks family, were abhaamr

together in the Village. Previously enslaved at Arlington House, the entire thirteen person
Parks family remained together in the Village. As of the federal survey, two generations

of the Parks family had been hRanksdicehiner s at
one of the original duplex structures created by the War Department in the core of the
Village. He was given only $13.20 for his home. Of the second Parks generation, William
Parks and the younger Lawrence Parks each received paymem$iOtrange for their

farms. Farmers generally received more money than those living in the central Village.

The Owens family received $130 for their home and farm. But this was not always the

case, as some farmers, like William Winston, received nothialj etheir modest homes

and land improvements deemed worthless by the government. Ultimately each household
was paid an average of $103 for their land and homes, less than half of what Syphax
originally requestedAt t he same ti me Cmihgaleasmsd dfeleme dt 4
on the freedmen during the war on top of standardstdbegal retroactively. @axes and

property valuations were reimbursed at the same fiilmese funds together provided

each household with an average of just under $576 witthato move, find a new home,

begin improvements again, and start their lives8%8.y 1900 t he | ast of

Vill agesd residents relocated. Nearly fort

#®There were 130 households within the Village in 1888. US Government, Valuation of Property in the

Village, 1888, RG 92, CQMGF, M@RAquotedinJada G CNBSRYFyQa +Aft 385 | NI A
(1967).
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down, Freedmano

thirteen years after the original eviction notice waa n d e d
Arlingtonds first e mlinededmnuniyfceasedm axistAmer i c a
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Figure 8
This map of Arlington 6 s
Original Map by Nancy Perry, projection NAD 1983 UTM Zone 18N, with edits by Lindsey Bestebreurtje.
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With the closing of Freedmané6s Vil
many stayed local. Historian Kenneth T. Jackson tracks how from the 1840s to the 1890s

Americans came to idealize the suburban lifestyle through changing narratives amund th
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home, nature, and domesticfty.Historian Andrew Wiese has shown how African

Americans specifically were impacted by these same ideological pulls, if in different

ways?!? By the 1890s through their choices of home type, neighborhood type, and travel
beyod t he home for work, Arlingtondés bl ack r
suburban environments to build their homes and lives. This is evident by the fact that the
freedmen and the first generation of African Americans born in freedom embraced the
suburan | and reforms from Freedmanods Village
villages across the county in the style of their Village. Some migrated to the few pre
existing black communities of Hall ds Hill
William A. Rowe relocated to Green Valley. Others formed new settlements. The closing
spread the Villageb6s residents, resources,
diaspora. This multiplied the number and variety of black settlements. No less than

eleven small black enclaves arose across Arlington. A majority of these new black

residenti al areas grew in eastern Arlingto
borders.

Though many of these areas grew up i n w
Vllage, each took its own unique path. At Fr

constructed all of the homes of the central Village at once. Lacking this type of

centralized planning and building, the housing types within these new communities were

#8Kenneth T. JackspBrabgrass FrontieThe Suburbanization of the United Stat@sford: Oxford

University Press, 1985) p 42.

“Wwiese,Places of Their Ow(R004) p 6/93.
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more divese. These diverse housing and neighborhood choices highlight differences
within Arl i ngt o padapgatiohdbout what madeam areaia gaodh place to

live. These opinions were impacted by class, past experiences, where one chose to build,
how mud land one could afford, and whether or not one could find someone willing to

sel l to African Americans in Arlingtondos I
distinctions point to a lack of one central African American suburban vision for Arlington

at this time But despite these variations, African American communities across the

county were linked by social institutions.

Not all communities could build their own institutions. This was especially true of
smaller enclaves. Without institutions of theirrw  Ar | i ngt ondés Afri can
population traveled beyond their own communities to larger nearby black communities
with these amenities. For example, when William Green built his home from land
purchased from a white famer in 1880 in the almost exclyswiite Ballston
neighborhood, the area had no amenities open to African AmeffCdnstead, the
family traveled more than a mile through surrounding white areas to neighboring black
communities to attend school, shop, and worship. African Americanth&k&reens
made the choice to live in the smaller clusters like these because of available lands and
perhaps because the areas were already home to relatives or friends. Additionally, by
establishing themselves in small black enclaves rather than laag&rddmmunities
residents could slip under the radar, escaping negative white attention. It is also possible

that being close to white neighborhoods allowed residents to have access to amenities

perry,et.algd Q2 S RARY QiU KI @S dSyguthersGesgfapheMiter @83).02 f A 3SQ
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like improved roads and trolley stops, even as other amehkeachurches and schools

were not open to them. At this time nearby white residents did not support these black
enclaves, but instead benignly tolerated them and attempted to reduce their presence in

their everyday lives. For example, the white neigeborwh o bor der ed Bal | st
enclave grew their hedges high in order to
black part of towrf?*

With the c¢closing of Freedmanés Vill age,
Green Valley expanded. Thoughnotasds e or centralized as the
Green Valley appealed to the migrants from the Village because it was home to a church,
school, and active black community. AME Zion Chuhgdtransitioned from
Freedmands Vil | ageongtegatiof migatlymetihddmesoff . The
community leaders Levi and Sarah Jones and Henson Thompson until-alstesd
chapel was completed in 1875.In 1870 area residents supported their own scial.
was the case in Hal |l 6s antlithe KempebSchobl weren e A ME
located in the geographical center of the Green Valley Community, highlighting their
importance to the local communityitially held within the home of teacher Charity

Jones, this school expanded into Kemper School in 18 7his expansion was due to

Zlperry, et alg Q2 S RARY QU KI @S édSyuther2GebgiapliefMinter 083).02 f A &S Q
*2Thomas O'Brien "Historic Survey of Nauck Neighborhood, Arlington County, Virginia," (Unpublished

Paper, December 1987CLH.Arlington County Cultural Affairs; Arlington fixetment of Community
tflyyAy3s | 2dzAaAy3 FyR 5S@St2LIYSYydT *ANBAYALY C2dz/RI
bl dzOl /2YYdzyAdGe | SNAGI IS tNR2SOGéE 6! NI Ay3IG2yT +ANHA

NI AYy3IG2y Q& CA NHhe SunApal NR 1941 BertiCakr8eNDabcICBECB. Rose,,Jr

Gt dzof AO {OK22fa Ay ! NI Ay3Iidzy BHI0THIIOgonHistorlcdl SE Yy RNA |
Magazine Vol. 3, No. 1 (OciL965) p 1739.
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Green Valleyds organized and active commun
officials for supportin 1871, minutes for a county meeting on public schools noted that
t her e 0s ee meiterestamongthegaloree e, as there were quite a
number of the parents and friends Present
They attended county political meetings wh
opened in order to be accessible to those livingindhes her n par £ of t he
This organization helped secure amenities for their children and community.

Residents of Green Valley were increasingly middle class individuals who
actively participated in county affairs. This distinction began withthea 6 s f i r st
residents, Levi and Sarah Jones. Free before the Civil Valpties were able to
purchasdourteen acres upon which they built their home in 1844 for approximately
$4007?° Beyond the Jones family, other individuals who were free before thie\Giv
also chose to establish their homes in Green Valley. This included others who were free

before the war, such &gilliam Taylor, Henson Thompson, and Frankiliams.?*’

2" Meeting Minutes, January 11, 18Mljnute Book ofArlington District, 18761905 CLH, Sophie B.

Vogel]d ¢ KS Ly GdSaNI A2y 2 ZETheAlBdon Blist@icaSvMadgarindd. 11 NbK12 2 f
(Oct. 1997) p 332.

%2> Meeting Minutes, October 4, 187®inute Book ofArlington District, 18741905 CLH.
2| evi Jones moved to Arlington from nearby Fairfax in 1833. He likely worked as a farm hand based on

his upbringing in the rural Fairfax County and his listed profession of farmer from the 1840s until his death

in 1886. The Jones family purchased elevaesafrom local white landowner Elizabeth Baggott at a rate

of $200 down and $235 over five years. Provilexandria County, Virginia Free Negro Registers-1797

1861 OmMpPn O PT / d. & w2aSI WNIP OSEK S yar Atle@rHBHSNEEA y 3G 2y A
Magazine Vol. 2, No. 2@ct. 1962p 17-33,; Arlington County Governmenirlington County Deed Book,

L-P, p. 36, Vertical File: NaudRl.H. Arlington County Governmenirlington County Deed Bool 154

179, Vertical File: Nauc€LH.

22 Tayor was born free and Williams was emancipated by Charles Lewis. Registration, December 6, 1853,

No. 87, Vol. 3 p 91; Registration, August 3, 1847, Vol. 3 No. 211, p 29; Piexaadria County, Virginia
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These individuals were in a better position than the recently enslaved to puacitase
because they had more time and experience earning wages. Henson Thompson for
example was a skilled carpenter before and after thé¥\thether enslaved or free
before the war, following the war the area attracted individuals able to purchase larger
tracts of land. For example, Charles Coles purchased seven acres in th&182asy
white landowners hurting following the Civil War, including the Baggott and Fraser
families, sold land in Green Valley to African Americ&isAdditionally, the Jones
family actively subdivided and sold land to African Americans, as did Washington, D.C.
land developer John Nauck, encouraging the development of a free black community
following the Civil War?**

Because of the existing institutions and active, middle ce&sdents, relocating
to Green Valley was the choice made by sev

leaders. This was the choice made by Selina&f@yhough she fAunder went

to stay at Arlingtono Houspessaressajamsig as she

Free Negro Registers 173861, (1990) p 29, 4237;Dda ® | 2L Ayasx a! dftla 2F CATG!
2 aKAYy3AG2y LyOfdz?RAYy3a GKS [/ 2dzyiArASa 2F CIFLANMHSE | yR ! f
*2Thompson became a leader in the community through work with AME Zion Church and as Arlington
DistriO i Q& { dzLJS Ne PdorSrgnRiBF4Go 1879. Riset K S a | IglorRinF1878NEheh v
Arlington Historical MagazindOct.1962) p 1733.

229

O'Brien, "Historic Survey of Nauck Neighborhood, Arlington County, Virginia," (C237).

230 Baggotts solddnd to African Americans including the Jones family, Coles, and Wallace Boswell.
O'Brien, "Historic Survey of Nauck Neighborhood, Arlington County, Virginia," (C387).

% John Nauck purchased a total of 69 acres from 1874 to 1875 which he subdividsdicetween

Myyn YR mMpnnd® wSaSkNOK /2YYAGGSSE a{2YS . tFO01 1 A4ai
Ly @S a i AielAdingtanyHstbrical Magazingol. 5, No. 1 (Oct 1973) p-13.

*23elina Gray to Mrs. Mary (Custis) Lee, 1872, Mary Custis Lees PE§#41917. \HS.
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Freedmands Vill age were too great and Seld/
Though she was reluctant to | eave, Selina
home of ?*M@rayandmer family moved into a large stucco housemmcres

bordering the Jones propeft{.Another community leader to relocate to Green Valley

was William A. Rowe. He moved to Green Valley in 1879 with his wife and three
children. Rowe quicklyre st abl i shed the role heonhad pl a)
District as a local political leadéf> He was elected as Supervisor for Arlington District,

the same position he had held in Jefferson
to Green Valley from the Village with her new husband Thomas H. Wt worked

as a builder and general contractor. He quickly constructed middle class homes for his

fellow residents, most of which were large Colonial style brick hdifdsp to this time

Green Valley was still a miraced community, with white and blackrdies dotted

across the landscap¥.But the influx of new black residents who had been the leaders of

#33elina Gray to Mrs. Mary (Custis) Lee, 1872, Marstis Lee Papers, 163917. VHS.
#4pyrchased 10 acres in 1867. Arlington County Governneltington County Deed Book;ZiNo. 9, p
222. Vertical File: Nauck|H.

PRoseg ¢ KS al LI 2F | NieMgirgtoreHistorical Magazin@cE £962).
2% Alfred O. Taylor, JBridge Builders of Nauck/ Green Valley: Past and PréBennsylvania: Doorance
Publishing, 2015) p 17. For more on other African American buildetsofban communities see Selden
RichardsonBuilt By Blacks: African American Architecture and Neighborhoods in Richmond, Virginia
(Richmond, ¥.: The Deitz Press, 2007) p-23.

" The Frasers continued to live in Green Valley Manor, though on a far splali®f land and with only

two servants. In the 1880 Census Fraser is down from 9 enslaved workers in 1860 to two paid African
American workers, Lucy Wardwell, 27, and George Cartet)@ifed States Census, 188d/ashington,

D.C.: Government Printing@ffice), database with

images FamilySeardfittps://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MCPKFM : 11 August 2016), Anthony R
Fraser, Jefferson, Alexandria, Virginia, United States; citing enumeration district ED 7, sheet 443B, NARA
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Freedmands Village solidified the communit
African American and increasingly middle class neighborhood.

In addition to creating enclaves and expanding existing communities, the
Freedmands Village diaspora also created n
these new communities was Queen City. Unlike earlier communities like Green Valley,
Hall 6s Hil hdosawidl Fagedm®Queen City was not
lands. Instead, its land was flat, prone to flooding from the nearby Potomac River, and
situated near several factories. Together with the adjacent community of East Arlington,
Queen City wa located in soutleastern Arlington, just outside of what had been
Freedmands Vill age. It was nestled in a tr
Vernon Avenue, and the Washington, Alexandria, and Mt. Vernon trolley line, which
opened in 1892 *Howe ver despite other problems with
placement along both road and the rail line gave residents very easy access to Alexandria
and Washington cities, an advantage they used to travel for employment, to shop, and to
sell their waes at the larger marketdowever, this connectivity also made residents of
Queen City vulnerable to outside pressures, preventing them from developing the kind of

insulatione si dent s of Hal |l 6s Hi Il I created.

microfilm publication T9 (\shington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.), roll 1351,
FHL microfilm 1,255,351.

3 john E. MerrikerOld Dominion Trolley Too: A History of the Mount Vernon (Dxlas, TexTaylor

Publishing Company, 1987).
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Figure 9

Rail networks expanded in the countyproviding easier commutingand pushingsuburban expansionfurther in
Arlington. fiDiagram of Electric Railroad Routes near the Potomac River, Including the Washington Alexandria
and Mt Vernon Lines,0 [ca. 1915]Maps Division, LOC.

Queen City was built around a church
With the first rumblingsabout the likely closure of the Village in the 14&60s the Old
Bell Church was demolished. At that time the church split into two congregatidhs

Zion Baptist Church and Mt. Olive Baptist Church in what would become Queen City. In
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1892, as Fr elrdamta dddehe néw comraugity of Queddity formed
around their church. Despite having just
residents were still hopeful about the possibility to continue their community and remain
permanently in Arlington. As a representation of this desire for permerieag
constructed a large and expensive brick church for Mt. Olive Baptist. Thstbmg red
brick, marblefront church became the geographical center of the new neighborhood,
while this African American institution became the center of a new black coityn

Saving ondourth of an acre for the church, the remaining land was parceled into
forty lots to be sold to church members leaving the Village. With small plots of 20 feet by
92 feet, this subdivision transformed the former farm land into a mose e
suburban environment. The Volins were one of the families who purchased a lot in
Queen City. George Volin and his motheflaw Lettie Colling took their settlements
from the government and came to Queen Ci

quickly set out building a house on the propéfMany of the homes constructed by

former residents of Freedmandés Village at

board houses they called home in the Village, making housing type another mfoduct

ty

the Villageds diaspora. This aesthetic cho

Village and their desire to recreate some of the elements of their former community, but
with new choices which represented a changing Arlington. Thestary, $x-room,
centrathallway home the Volins constructed for themselves was still modest in size, only

18 feet wide by 32 feet long, but was larger than theamuks-half-story, fourroom

B dzaly DESQYA y/SA (G&vE € 6! Y0LIdzof AAKSR t I LISNE @2l mMps
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structure of the Village. Though modest, the home cost $1,100 inrfyugdpplies from
Murphy and Ames lumberyarfd® This hefty price tag highlights why African American
families often constructed their homes themselves and in a piecemeal fashion, putting in
sweatequity wherever possible.

On their modest property the Volikkept hogs, but they were not able to grow
food on their plot. Queen City residents had to transition away from evensak|
subsistence farming because of the slight size of their lots and because their soil, so close
t o Arl i ngt on 0 susthaldistcidt, was aot ideal foafarrdingi Thiglinability
to grow their own food was an adjustment f
property was ffull of ?*YWithaukteeptiontogewfpodnd] c
for subsistence or sal®ueen City resident Baldwin Gray worked multiple jobs in order
to stay afloat. He was employed as a fisherman, selling fish in D.C. markets. He was also
a contract employee with the federal government, mowing grass and taking care of the
grounds on the Nenal Mall around Hais Pointe and the Lincoln Memorial. This was a
departure from the choices previously made by working class families in Arlington. With
limited land Gray, the Volins, and families like them had to adapt away from older means
of family subsistence which relied at least somewhat on farming. Most food was bought

in D.C.0s black neighborhood markets, with

at the | ocal Veneyob6s Gener al Stor e.

DAf LAY S avdzZSSYCLH. AG&xé omdpynod LI nod

*1George Volin, Jr. interview by Susan Gilpin quotddinf LAY S dav dzSSy / AGésé omdpyno
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Beyond Queen City, other emerging black communities itegagrlington grew
along Columbia Pike and the newly constructed trolley car lines. The primary lines in
eastern Arlington were the Washington, Arlington, and Mt. Vernon line, which serviced
Queen City, and the&/ashington, Arlington, and Falls Church Raaly, which serviced
near by bl ack nei ghbo r-Hobnesiand ppiothwest begirinimg irHi | |
1891**Queen Cityds proximity to the brickyarod
a more industrial suburban neighborhood than some of itggergeniddle class
counterpartsThe new communities which grewp around these lines were increasingly
smaller and more densely populated, and many residents used the lines to commute into
Washington for work. These development patterns continued thé&itramsvay from a
still somewhat rural community with small farms and towards an even more densely
populated, suburban existence.

More than just working class communities emerged out of the closing of
Freedmands Vill age. Th genetationadshift. ghefirstcur r ed a
generation of African Americangho grew up in freedom ar@dme of age during the
Reconstruction era when social and political rights were still relatively strong for African
Americans. Men like Edmund C. Fleet, Sr. who wawen in the Villagegeducated there,
and had not personally experienced the trials of slavery, used the community institutions,
education, and sense of community imparted to them by their parents to push for more
rights through active membershipinArliogh 6 s mi ddl e cl ass instit:u

Hiram Fleet was an active member in the community and Mt. Zion Church, imparting on

242 Merriken, Old Dominion Trtdy Too(1987).
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his son the importance of community organization. With this increase in opportunities a
new black middle class esrged. Thesé a mi | | e setiggette; mrasirers, @nd fi
chi vd8¥Ary.imgtonds black middle class is def
had higher levels of education, many of whom were employed by the federal
government, and were leaders in their communibiezsugh church leadership, mutual aid
societies, and politics. Because of restrictions blocking their progress in various
economic endeavors in a whiteminated society, African Americans had a slightly
more malleable understanding of middle class stahish was predicated on education,
community leadership, and behavior over a strictly economic defirfitfon.

The Villageds closing also occurred at
changes that encouraged suburban development and movement be\estyddilngéng
the early and mighineteenth century intensified by the turn of the twentieth century.
Suburbia continued to rise in popularity as new social and political movements continued
to stress the importance of nature, space, and the single famiéydwamurban living*
Trolley networks continued to expand their lines and service to allow commuting to work
from greater distances. Developers took a more active role in Arlington, platting and

supporting preplanned suburban developments. Through these changes, the suburban

#3Recollections of West grandchildren of Anne Rowe West quot&dyitor,Bridge Builders dflauck/

Green Valley(2015)p 17.
** Glenda GilmoreGender and Jim Crow: Women and the Politics of White Supremacy in North Carolina
18961920 (North Carolina, University of North Carolina Press, 1996).

25 William H. WilsonThe City Beautiful Movement: Creating the North American Land¢bsgland:

Johns Hopkins University Press, 1994rksonCrabgrass Fronti€d985).; Margaret Marsh

GWSHRRESNAY3I (GKS {dzodzZNbay !y 9 E TlePénhsiiadiayMagaFine pfdzo dzND | y
History and Biographyol. CXIl, No. 4 (October 1988) p H0%.
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residential type became more entrenched in Arlington. These two shifts together of a
rising black middle class and growing suburban development were reflected most fully in
the creation of the new neiHgmhes.or hoods John

J 0 h n Hidl begas in 1880 when white farmer J.R. Johnston, and later his son
Richard, subdivided their farm and sold | o
Village?*® The first rounds of purchases went to Harrison Green, Emmanus Jackson, and
Harry W. Grayson of Selina Gray. Later, other Village community leaders came to
Johnsonods Hill, #Hhlcolhundsionngd sJ aHie sl Fsaltlsarodn. a
Pi ke just outside the bounds of Freedmanos
Arlington. Thelots which Johnston sold were ten acre plots. The larger size of these plots
set the Johnsonods Hill residents apart fro
who could only afford much smaller plots. The community itself had large plots but few
resdents and few amenities. Residents traveled beyond the borders of the community for
church and school . But, the communityds po
Valley meant this travel was not arduous.

Despite lacking some other community institatis, Johnsonds Hill b
to one of the most important African American middle class institutions in Arlington:
The United Order of Odd Fellows. On land purchased for $200 in 1884 along the western

edge of Johnstonds pr olpnaddle glass cieateld a ogefarn 6 s ¢

LG Aa dzyOf SINJ 6KSY aW2Kyal 2 WeKyRRYIOWS | dRUSEE ¢ OS2 YWEY diyyi
al LJ 2F | NI A yt@ dingtonMHistoriaay Magazip@Oct. 1962)

MroNYSad 2 . 268y YR aNE® W2aSLKAYS t2ffFNR ahdiOK
Oral History ProjecCLH.
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the Grand United Order of Odd Fell ows. Her

fraternal organizati orf®Thishalpayed wst®dtheOdd Fel

African American institutions before they could credteit own permanent places,

including several churches and the Masons, further solidifying the importance of the Odd

Fell ows and their halldés | ocation in Johns

1870 in Freedmanos Village by community | e
The Odd Fellows attracted new members from the new generation of young black

men. Most joined the order in their early twenties, including James Smith at the age of

twenty-two and several young men from the Parks faffili.hough located in

Johnsonhdiss Hirlgdanitzati on was fAthe one club v

from all the churches &HhMembers paigdueoof Hetoeed s i n

$0.25 and $1.25 a month depending on their ability to domhte sliding membership

scale highlightshe ways in which the label afiddle class was not strictly tied to

income.The organization filled many needs for black Arlingtonians. They hosted

entertainment and social activities, provided burial services at their private cemetery,

servedasacradi uni on, and donated money for both

general fAgood and wel fareo of the black co

2 a0 | ® 5dzyOF ys / f SN I! NE+MYNBRIW |/ 2 deyNDdzA/Gf |/ Bl R2y  +!
Papers of Edmund C. Fleet, Box 2, Folder 7: Property Deed to GUOFF 1884, Carli@hHCopy.

% James Smith, relative of Village resident Martha Smith, was initiated in 1875. Lawrence Parks (farmer)
was initiated in 1882, and his brother, William H.F. Parks, labewaes initiated in 1879. Collins,

CNBSRY!Il y,@ao2x At 3S

DAfLIAYS avdzZSSYLH. AGésé omdpyno LI nod
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Arlingtonds bl ack c f'dmeenhteakaidand dplifsottted®dd s i n

Fellowswi hin Johnsonés Hill highlights the are

The Gray family was a part of this development.

Figure 10
Harry W. Gray (left) and his wife (right) Martha M.H. Gray were middle class leadersintheid ohnsonés Hi | |
neighborhood after r el oc.danyGry GillenoGulledioneAelidgromhhobss: Théi | | age

Robert E. Lee Memorial, Arlington, Virginia.

Resident Harry W. Gray was a skilled ma&tHe could also read to a fifth
grade levk His vocational skills and education put Gray in high demand following the

war. Throughout the late 1860s Gray worked at the nearby-Bliegt brick yard and as

*135ee Odd Fellows records in RG 11: Papers of Edmund CCEldet,

P29yl FYR {FNIK 2Afaz2y O6{@8LKIEOZ at SNE@hgton { GF GSYS)
House ,CLH.
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a contract laborer for Arlington House, where he improved his masonry?3kitis1872

he let these jobs to become a messenger and clerk for the Department of the Interior. Six
years later, he married Martha M. Hoard. Before the war Martha had been enslaved at
James Madi sonds Montpelier. At the age of
also began working at the Department of the Intefidkfter marrying, the couple
purchased their | and in Johnsondés Hill for
the couple would raise four childré™. The six members of the Gray family lived at their

Johnsonodés Hill -imssantdence with a | ive

3 As a contract laborer for Arlington House, Gray earned $45 per month. Selina Gr&y o iM&NJ

Mary (Custis) Le& 1872, Mary Custis Lee s, 16941917. \HS

B 21 NRQa SEFOG LRarxGA2y G GKS 5SLINIYSYyd 2F GKS Ly
Secretary of the Interior Columbus Delano, at a rate of $10 per month. Positions open to women at this

time include stenographer, clerk, copyist, nurse, caoild charwoman (cleaning woman). Based on her

pay rate, it is likely that she held a lowlewel position, including nurse, cook, or charwoman. Columbus
58tly2s SGd [t a!yydzZf wSLER2NIa 2F GKS 5SLI NLIYSyd 2
Printing Office, 1875)Martha Gray Gillen, interview by Robinet, Inteew Transcript, 1963. RG 103:
CNBSRYIyQa +AffUHISET . 2E HZ CAfS omZ |/

> National Register of Historic Placerry W. Gray Housby Jennifer Bunting Hallockjay 2003.
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/hh/item/va2100/

105


http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/hh/item/va2100/

i ]

Figure 11
This 1985 photograph shows a modethmmehoth dfhet o h@Grsaynds H
nei ghborhood. Their home de nohnes tfraaniiel dy 6Gr anyi 6dsd | beu iclldaisnsg sstka
aspirations about the neighborhood as becoming a more urban environmeristoric American Building

Survey, Harry W. Gray House by Virginia B. Price, 2010 <
http://cdn.loc.gov/master/pnp/habshaer/va/va2100/vd®D0/data/va2100data.pdf

For their home the Grays built a tvgtory, threebay wide, reebrick Italianate
stylero#home. This style mimicked houses from
where Marthaods p-bomewas nstructedevithowindotvsealomgdhe
sides of the house. That is because when it was completed in 1882 the Grays imagined
that soon other row homes would be built alongside theirs, predicting Arlington would
eventually become a more densely settled environrBanilar grovth was occurring at
the same time in other residential areas outside major cities of the South. The Dilworth
neighborhood outside of Charlotte, North Carolina for example opened in 1887 with a

semturban grid model with diverse home types beyondi#taded, singldamily
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home**Gr aydés neighbors created Italianate anct
themselves, though n% Thesehomesadightightthetypeof t he G
community they hoped to create in Arlington, one which was stable and ceutnalih
a strong middle class presence | ike the on
Bottom.

Another middle class neighborhood to emerge at this time was Bidleres.
Located west of Fort Myer, across Columbi a

was named for its founders William H. Butler and Henry Louis Holmes. Both men were

(@}

African American and | eaders in Arlington
role in Freedmandés Vill age. Butl er served
Survegyor of the Roads and Superintendent of the Poor throughout the 1880s. Holmes
served as the Commissioner of Revenue from 1876 to 1903 and was a leader at the
nei ghborhood6s St ?®Bdtlonhen Wese a®ive petidiers in theQddi r ¢ h .
Fellows. Holmegvas also a founding member of the Masonic Lodge No. 58, another
i mportant African American fraternal organ
black middle class.

I n 1879 the men and their families | eft
homes irthe community that would bear their names. Butler cansgtd a wood, frame

Queen Annestyle home, while Holmes erected a Bungalow house. Each of these home

#%Hanchett,Sorting out the New South C{4998) p 4768.

*"National Register of Historic Placewrry W. Gray Housey Jennifer Bunting Hall&g May 2003

Section 8, p 15.

%8 Stanford,Suburban Black Elderl§1978).
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types, along with the I talianate homes of
white suburk of Arlington and were more popular choices in newly emerging white
neighborhoods than those homes being builtlagk homewnerslin creating a streetcar

suburb for themselves and other hikended African Americans, Butler and Holmes
highlighted how tle black middle class shared many values and aesthetics with their

white counterpartfor what constituted a suburban idé&IButler and Holmes, unlike the

Grays, wanted to create a bedroom community dondriatesinglefamily homesButler

and Holmedhrel ped t o shape Arlingt onlTbiswagr owi ng s
achieved i creating this kind of suburban neighborhood by and for African Americans.

The bedroom community model was on the rise coundlg but was not yet the

dominant environment typ#Vith this vision in mind, the two men partnered in 1882 and
subdivided their lands into plats to be sold to African Americans for suburban

development.

*9iese,Places of Their OwR004).
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Figure 12

These nmodern photographsshowB ut | er 6 s Qu e (eft) andl Rloineesd h B m e g aude @right).Each of
these home types were also popular in the growing white suburbs of ArlingtoArlington County Government,
Penrose Neighborhood Conservation Plany Penrose Neighborhood Assaation (Arlington, Nov. 2003).

Though less common than purchasing land from white sellers, the African
American communities of Butlddolmes, Green Valley, and Pelham Town, subdivided
in 1890, were each developed by African Americans. The option to live within a
community sold by and foAfrican Americans was an appealing choice to many. Both
Sarah and Levi Jones, key land sellers in Green Valley, and brothers Burrell and Moses
Pel ham, former residents of Hall és Hill wh
subdivision€®° The Jones anBelnam families each sold lands to those who seemed to
have nowhere else to go, the Pelhams mostly selling and renting land to their own family.
Butler and Holmes however stand out for their intention to form a centralized, platted,

black community. By 9éing out to create a suburban neighborhood which embraced

*%\viese,Places of Their OwW@004) Perry, et. al.gd Q2 § RARY Qi KI @S Zisguther? G K SNJ LI |
Geographer(Winter 2013).
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thencontemporary ideals about suburban homes and commuh#iepushed their ideas
from their individual homes to the community at large.

A 1900 map of Arlington shows 26 plats of land of betw@é and 0.25 acres in
Butler-Holmes?®** Families like Abraham and Julia Sommers and J.H. and Lilly Williams
purchased some of the smaller plots in Buleimes?®J.H. Williams was only twenty
years old in 1900 when he purchased his land, perhaps homrgand his property
further as he was able. Members of the growing middle class, such as Edmund C. Fleet,

Sr. purchased ahome inButldro | mes. Fl eet served al ongsi de
as a leader in the Odd Fellows, Masons, and church. Theseluals could have been

drawn to ButleftHolmesb y i t s  dnumitmedteora suburban vision the

possibility to own land within the only blagkvned subdivision

Most ButlerHolmes residents worked beyond the neighborhood. Men like
Clarence Johnsesmnd C. Richard, worked in Arlington
neighbors worked as laborers or sledgers at a nearby quarry. Others worked as skilled
laborers in Washington, D.C., including teamster William West and barber George
Lee?**Because the majorityor ked beyond the neighborhood
areas, Alexandria, or the District, many were also likely drawn bg thenmu ni t y 6 s

connection to both Columbia Pike and the Fort Myer Branch of the Washington,

*Lyirginia Title Compang, a I LJ 2 F ! f SE I y R NI®A0], Mag Dixysidré Libraky MECHNGrass, S £
Washington, D.C. (Here after LG@itp://lccn.loc.qgov/89692758&

2 United States Census, 1980rginia Alexandria, ED 1 Arlington Distri¢tvashington, D.C.:

Government Printing OfficeNARAp 1617.

23 pid.
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Alexandria, and Falls Church commuteil systemThe majority of women in the
community did not work beyond the home, further highlighting the areas growing middle
class statu$>*

Arlingtondés rising middle class communi
their working class counterpariéh er e wor ki ng cl ass communi ti
created more rural spaces and other working class communities like Queen City could
afford only very small lots, choosing to rely on nearby industry for all employment, the
middle class communities likeBatHo | mes and Johnsonés Hill t
This shows diversity among black visions o
Even the middle class visions were distinct from one another. These communities and
their residents were living throbga changing Arlington as most of the area's small farms
were being sold off into lots and trolley cars continued to crisscross the county. They
hoped to be a part of this transition.

Despite differences in class and aesthetics, these neighborhoodsedebly
their church and soci al Il nstitutions, most
the Village Ar | i hadlivedtogetherwhichehelged to slglity fueine t s
crosscounty connectiondespite future difference in status andslén addition,each
community institution had ties beyond the borders of the neighborhood where it was
located. For example, when lfeng Village resident Edmund C. Fleet, Sr. relocated to

ButlerHo |l mes wupon the Vill ageonywithktheeighbggs he ¢ «

**Those women who did work were primarily employed as domedtinited States Census, 1900

Virginia, Alexandria, ED 1 Arlington Distris/ashngton, D.C.: Government Printing OfficdARAp 16
17.
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and institutions within his new community, he also became a leader at Mt. Zion church

and Masonic Lodge in Green Valley, and the
Beyond these core connections, sometkiragwas consistent acrosd al

neighborhoods, despite class or aesthetics, was the importance of home ownership.

Despite attempts to push black residents from suburban Arlington through efforts like

closing Freedmanodés Village, Arlingtonds bl

stable group. By 1900, 59% of black families in Arlington owned their hofté&his

rate of homeownership was well above both the national rate of 46.5% for all Americans

and 22.1% for African Americans that same y836ome residents continued to rent

homes. Pelham Town, platted in 1890 by the Pelham brothers, Moses and Burrel, just ten

bl ocks from the Hall 6s Hi?BeyondPeimamiddwh,y, had

mostly rented to Pelham relativélspse who rented were more likely to be mative

Virginians or in households headed by womntait employment type was not a deciding

factor in determining who rented and who owned their ht¥halith a relatively small

perry,et.algd Q2 S RARY QU KI @S5 4Sguther? Gebgtaplie(Miter OB3) 08 t A &S
/| Syadzaz al Aai2NRO [/ Syadza 2F | 2dzaiAy3a ¢l ofSazé |
<http://lwww.census.gov/hhes/www/housing/census/historic/owner.html>

610 1 8Syadzas Gl AAG2NAO / Syadza 2F | 2dzaAy3I ¢l ofSasze | ;
http:// www.census.gov/hhes/www/housing/census/historic/lowner.hfil ¢ K2 Y & b® al f 2y Séz

' YSNR OF ya Ay (K Shttg/érSntierc\®lopédia/affioAramizeNdaisis-the-twentieth-

century/. Andrew Wiese suggests that pvéwWIl home ownership rates are higher amongst working class

and minority Americans because of their conceptualization of home as necessary for stability and a source

of labor, rather than as an ingement like their white middle class counterparts, therefore sacrificing

more to own a home of their own. Wiedelaces of Their Ow{2004) p 673.

®perry,et. al.g Q2 S RARY QU KI @S #SyutherGesgiapheWihter QB8 3pHe7. £ A 35S Q

% United States Census, 19@8el 801. Alcorn (cont'd: ED 15, sheee@d), Benton, Bolivar (part: EDs 1
11) CountiegWashington, D.C.: Government Printing Offidé)RA
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renting population, Arlington did not experience the speculativalrerarket like
residens of nearby Washington, D.C., where demand for cheap rental properties greatly
outpaced suppl§£® African American home ownership was still quite high in the county.
It was a direct result of this home owners
American residents were able to stay in the homes and neighborhoods where they grew
up?’®This home ownership was made possible due to several fadamy.had received
funds from the federal government when Fre
securedown paymentsBlack Arlingtonians had access to loans through mutual aid
societies, like the Odd Fellows, and from access to the strong nearby black community in
Washington. Desperate white Arlingtonians looking to sell land to anyone despite color
immedately following the Civil War provided a large supply of land. Additionally,
African American residentsodo willingness to
became availableelped them to own their own homes

Because so0o many residentswdreidispgrsed bhydhe cldsureaot k
Freedmandés Village it is also very I|likely
government had shown them exactly how important home ownership was. Despite
contracts with the War Department which led many ressdenbelieve that they had
purchased their homes and lands, they were removed from of their properties with the

claim that they had no legal right to them in the first place. It took years of legal battles to

W YSa . 2NDKSNI a! ffSe [ Iy RCodrhobBlaces2RBagihih Anfericghd 1 2y 5 5 «
Vernacular Architectureds. Dell Upon and John Michael Vlagthéns, Ga.University of Georgia Press,
1986) p 281314.

Operry,et.ald Q2 8§ RARY QiU KI @S dSygutherGesgfaphe(Mihterd@3) i 2 f A 3SQ
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get the federal government to admit that #sdents did have a legal claim to their

homes and issue minimal compensation for improvements. This highlighted the
importance of home ownership for black residents of Arlington and pushed them to own
rather than rent wherever possible. Sadly, ownerstdpassolid legal claim to their

homes and properties would not always be enough to keep encroachment from white

Arlingtonians at bay.

Conclusion
Freedmandés Vill age brought many new Afr

the close of the Civil War. Thoughe houses and phical layout of the Village were
pre-designed and built by the War Department, it was the residents themselves who
created and expanded churches, schools, social, and fraternal institutions, all of which
made the Village a community. Téeinstitutions and their aims reveal the kind of
community Arlingtonds African Americans as
and continuing into the dawn of the twentieth century, pressures from land developers,
white residentsand federalfoes pushed Freedmands Vill age |
marked the rise of white resistance to black community formation which would continue
into the late twentieth century.

Upon its c¢closing, the communityds resid
communitybuilding and neighborhood aesthetics spread throughout the county. Before
t he Vil | gigdepersdentAfricam Amegcan neighborhoods began to form and
expand throughout the county. Residents in

Green Valleycreated slightly more rural landscapes than the neighborhood model created
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at Freedmands Village. These | andscapes me
county before the war with the smaller plots and more dense settlement that was a part of
Arlingto n 0 s-war ieality. The diaspora of Village residents shaped these early black
settlements and led to the emergence of many new African American neighborhoods and
neighborhood types. In places like Queen City, working class residents were only able to
purchase small lots, too small for the kind of searal farming practices earlier
neighborhood residents used to supplement diets and incomes. Instead residents used
their access to trolley |Iines, majod roadw
by brick yards, to support themselves and their families. Through these small lots the
residents of Queen City created a physically tight and more densely poputat
community whose small singleami 'y homes were in |iyne wi tt
suburban environment.

Other new middle class neighborhoods emerged with the closing of the Village.
Former Village community leaders and the first generation of African Americans born in
freedom made up the first generation of middle class leaderdingt®n. Just as
working class visions of community development were spread betweemsgairand
suburban, so too were middle class ideas about what makes an area a good place to live
conflicting between suburbanandsamr ban. The Gr allyosexample Johnso
created a more urban brick rdwome for themselves, while African American land
developers Butler and Holmes created a traditional streetcar suburb within their
community. This shows a differenck in aspi

middle class between one focused on mirroring an existing strong black community and
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one which was more focused on aligning themselves with white visions. These aesthetic
choices revealed aspirations for the present and the future. Each of thesermhdiedy
African Americans i mpacted Arlingtonbs ear
to establish their neighborhoods, the size of their lots, how to orient themselves along

new and existing transportation networks, and the houses they criéatetialasting

i mpact on Arlingtond6s devel opment.

As the nineteenth century drew to a close, white Arlingtonians regained power
after the Civil War had di minished the str
influence. As this sway continued to growt of Reconstruction and into the Jim Crow
era, Arlingtonds white | eaders used their
from what they increasingly envisioned as annilite, exclusively suburban landscape.

Without regard for whether black Arin gt onds nei ghbor hoods chal
their own aesthetic visions, Arlingtonds w
and covenant legislation in an attempt to push out the large and diverse communities
established throughoutthe countyu st as white residents rese
and pushed for its closure, they also worked against the new African American
communitieghatdeveloped at the turn of the century. This resistance was the case no

matter what kind of community was eted, from the working class Queen City to the

middle class ButleHolmes. This opposition to all black neighborhgattspite their

class or aesthetibighlights how developing white policies around zoning and planning

that weremeant to create a specifsuburban vision for the county wexklsodeeply tied

to resistance to any black presengtile grounded in language of aesthetics of home
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design and neighborhood layout, the true cornerstone of white suburban desires was

black absence
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CHAPTERTWO - SUBURBAN HOMEGH# OF THE
MON UME N*.(8TREETCAR SUBURBS ANDWHITE ARLI NGTON®6 S
EXPANDING CONTROL, L ATE-1870S1920S

Arlingtonés African American communities w
was created in conversation with and, in sarases, in oppositido white communities.
While Arlington's African American communities continued to grow and multiply
following the closure of Freedman's Village, Arlington's white communities also
expanded. This growth was both physical, with thention of new neighborhoods, and
ideological, with a continued solidification of social and political power. White
Arlingtonians were slower than their black counterparts to recognize the potential of the
area as a suburban environmeandtl to understandefpower and influence they wielded
over the built environment of ArlingtomBut once they regained social and political
power following the Reconstruction era they took up the call of community development
and expanded power with gusto. White powteest-be continued to work against African
American rights in order to diminidilacks'presence across the county.
Arl ingtondés s ubur bdaapidlyeIn additiorotmtheeAfritan e x pa n d

American turrof-the-century communities already discussed, neadgzen new white

*"Barbor, Williams &ompany Real Estate Insuran@eC I f f & / KdzNOK +ANBAYALEé 6 RO

Nan Netherton and Ross Nethertofwlington County in Virginia: A Pictorial Histaoiiforfolk, Virginia: The
Donning Company Publishers, 1987)
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suburban communities formed across Arlington County by $50these communities
and their homes represented something diff
African American communities, which formed diverse neighborhoods fromrseahto
suburban to aspirationallyr ban, Arl ingtonds white communi
consistent environment across their neighborho8dsimunities followed the middle
class suburban trends of their time, transitioning from larger Victorian homes torsmalle
Craftsman and Bungalow models throughout the early twentieth century.

These homes were all constructed in centrally planned developments. Arlington
was a part of a national trend away from piecemeal, individual home building and toward
large, centrallyplanned community developmerit§ These communities were pre
planned on grid patterns primarily by developers and focused on symmetry, aesthetics,
order, and the use of green space. One reason for this focusmarpred developments
was the City BeautifuMovementi an aesthetic, social, and political movement popular
amongst the upper and middle cla@sveloperdioped to use aesthetics and connections
to environmentalism in building to encourage order, symmetry, and harmony initife
the aim ofrefashioring citizens' lives to make them engaged andnaihded through
changes in landscape design. It is not surprisinghieaipper and middle classes of
Arlington embracedhis movement so fully, as City Beautiful had a great impact on

nearbyWashngt on, D. C. with the McMillan Commi s

#2C B. RoserlingtonCounty, Virginia: A HistargVirginia: Arlington Historical Society76).

#Bwilliam H. WilsonThe City Beautiful Moveme(i¥laryland: John Hopkins University Press, 1989).
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National Mall?"*

Examples of this kind of development can be seen in the new, middle
class developments of Arlington. With thes
developers created pptanned suburban villagesnsistent with suburban ideals

White Arlingtoniars @ision of their ideal suburban environment evolved over
time. This vision came to be dominated by the latest trends in suburban house and land
use forms to create one contiggauburbBut,ini t i al 'y i ndi vidual 06s.
neighborhoods constructeuisolation from one another dominated the landscape. These
villages were laid ouby newly minteddeveloperswho were often large landowners
transitioning to amateur develers Suburban villages were secluded developments
dotted across the county in physical and social isolation from neighboring areas. These
villages created social and municipal institutions meant only for those living within their
boundariesThis was mlike African American communities whose social institutions,
such as churches, fraternal organizations, and in some cases schools and stores, were
intended for black residents despite the neighborhood in which they lived. This highlights
a continued isolatiwist ideology amongst whites in Arlington that changed slowly over
the course of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centities.

Moving beyond the suburban village model, several individual developers
realized thabnly the ability to operate on thewuty-wide level could allow fotruly

robust growth. With this ideological shift came changes in the tactics and policies of

" Senate Committee on the District of Columbiae Improvement of the Park Systef the District of

Columbia by Charles Moore, Clerf¢vashington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1902).
"> For more on isolationism in the South and turn of the century attempts to change this ideology see
William A.Link,The Paradox of Southern Pregsivism, 1880930.(North Carolina: University of North
Carolina Press, 1997).
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Arl ingtondés | eaders. Arlingtondés rising ra
connected to the political climate of thate and county. There was great overlap
between Arlington's developers, boosters, politicians, and social leaders: In self
reinforcing relationships, these leaders sought to create a suburban vision for the county
that used local development, politicsdgolicy together with state level laws to move
the county in the direction @ninterconnected environment that they themselves would
build and controlThis connectivity was supported by transportation networks that
increasingly linked communities todpetr. The decline in the suburban village model was
also the result of federal expansion that brought more residents to the area, expanding
white neighborhoods to make them more interconnected physically while decreasing
individual neighborhood identities.

Aesthetics as well as race played irtis ideal suburban vision of theunty.
Just as they workkto remove African Americans from political power, these leaders
embarked on what they dampri ged a® rhe @bl
theydeemed lesseasirable black residents. Thisunty-wide campaign sought to reform
Arlington's politics and its physical landscape to create an environment more hospitable
to booster control by targeting black Arlington's rights and communities asahidit
corrupt. County leaders used the decades around the turn of the century to create
neighborhoods which fit their visions of ideal suburban environments, to create a social
and political environment that strengthened those neighborhoods, and finalyge m

these physical and social environments to connect their neighborhoods and the visions of
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their founders into one, dense suburban environment as Arlington's white community

moved from one of isolated suburban villages to one contiguous suburban er@riton

Suburban Villages
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Figure 13

This map shows the many new communities developing across Arlington County, then called Alexandria
County, as the area moved into the twentieth century. Griffith Morgan Hopkins, Jr. "Alexandia County, Va,
1878" [1878]Maps Division, LOC. < http://lccn.loc.qov/89692593

The Countyods f or mal wasthéfirststepto dlldwth&l ex andr
ar eaods dcteaze theirsniewtvision fahe built environment. Thanks to changes
in Virginiabés state constitution, in 1870

determine the trajectory of their own development without the influence of Alexandria
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City for the first time?’® In addition to Arlington's new autonomy, the area needed
transportation infrastructure to develop. Before the Civil War the Alexandria and
Washington Railroad and the Alexandria, Loudoun, and Hampshire Railroad served the
county. But both of these lines were degg during the waf’’ From the 1880s to the

first years of the new century, rail and trolley lines offering commuter service sprang up
throughout the countyrhe Washington, Alexandria, and Mt. Vernon commuter line
openedn 1892, with subsequent expansiangr the coming years® This linewas the

only Virginia trolley lineoffering servican Washington, D.C. as wedisthroughout

Arlington and northern Virginialn the 1890s several lines attempted to run tracks into
Washington, butound the endeavdoo costly. Instead rail passengbesl to walkinto
Washington to continuen to their final destinations, until the completionlod t
Washington, Alexandria, and Mt. Vermbrs connector | ine in 1906
decade under constructiéfl. The Washigton, Arlington, and Falls Church line also
continued to expand, and these two lines were connected via the Clarendon stop in

1907280

276 RoseArlington County, Virginig1976) p 119145.

217\ P. Corbett, Sketch of the Seat of War in Alexandria and Fairfax Cos. (MayRI&6drd W.
StephensonThe Cartogrphy of Northern Virginia: Facsimile Reproductions of Maps Dating From 1608 to
1915 (Virginia History and Archaeology Section, Office of Comprehensive Planning, 1981) p 54.

28 Thjs line had a spur from Arlington Junction to Rosslyn and from Mount VertoWiashington. Rose
Arlington County, Virginiél976).

#The connector was under construction from 1894 to 1906. Before that time, for an additional $0.05
passengers could cross the Aqueduct Bridge to the 12th and Pennsylvania Street station withgirighan
trains. John E. Merriker©®ld Dominion Trolley Too: A History of the Mount Vernon(Diaéas, Tex.

Taylor Publishing Company, 1987).

280Netherton,ArIington County In Virginj§1987).
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Figure 14

This map from 1907 shows rail lines throughout Arlington County as well as the swrban areas congregated
around these |lines. Note the sudden end of grid streets,
suburban villages.i 1 9 0 7 of Mleaxpndria County, Virginia 0 [1907, Map Collection, Arlington Central
Library, Center for Local History, Arlington, Virginia. (Here after CLH).

Suburban environments developed througHdtenineteenth century as
improvements in transportation via steam, omnibus, and commuter rails made it possible

for people to leave city centers andl stommute daily to work**Ar | i ngt ono6s r

“lKenneth T. Jackso@yrabgrass Frontier: The Suburbanizattbthe United StategOxford: Oxford
University Press, 1985 lifford Edward Clark, Ji.he American Family Home, 18D860.(Chapel Hill:
The University of North Carolina Press, 1988)hn R. Stilgo&orderland: Origins of the American
Suburb, 182939 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1988).
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were packed with commuters. Indeed, one <co
more people coming homeo on the trolleys i
days going aro@nhAd It ooft hAerilri nhgotuosnedss. dear |y su
depended on the continued developmemtibfiines and connections to Washington,

D.C. For example, the Clarendon stop of the Falls Church to Rosslyn electric trolley line
spurred substantial suburban deveifter it opened in 189%° The Wood Harmon Real

Estate Division subdivided the entire area along Wilson and Washington boulevards,

west to Clarendon Circle, and north to Key Boulevard with squared blocksfoot26t

frontages throughout the are&lington saw a huge boom in growth and development,

with eleven new white communities developed between 1879 and 1900 alone, and those
numbers only continued to rié&

Arlington needed the rail lines in order to encourage truly robust development

becausethecunt y6s roads were in bad shape. Fran
| eader Wi lliam Ball, called the | ines one
County prior to 19000 because it met #fAthe

the@untyo for FDevelapers taokersspodsibitity fer roads within

BCONI Y1 [ ®© .aliviafs Bf AdirgtbriSTOIANAgON Kistorical Magazingol. 3, No. 4 (Oct.
1966) p 33.

83 Arthur W. Trust!'Clarendon Presbyterian Church Partial History through 1947pape presented

July 1, 1975)RG 6 Arlington ChurchesBox 2CLH.
284

RoseArlington County, Virginiél976).

O ft T RaibvaySdDArivdgtal The Arlington Historical Magazin@ct.1966) p 31.
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individual communitie$®® As a result some individual neighborhoods had passable
roads, while the countybds road networks at
bridges crosad from Arlington into the District, with roads fanning out from eZétll
of these public roads remained unpaved dirt, oyster shell, or gravel roads into the
1920s**® Wilson Boulevard, a major thoroughfare in central Arlington, became
Ar | i ngt ollg@ased gublic read in 190%°

The rail | ines provided ficheap and rapi
rapid increase *PTheiicleasedvauk of land éof setllementduecto
the expansion of the rail lines occurred at the stime of declining farming in the area.
During the decade from 1870 to 1880 Arlington's total farmland declined by almost fifty
percent, from 15,260 to 8,095 acr@s The county saw similar decreases in improved
lands, farm animals, and yields the areransitioned away from small farms and

towards residential developmefitie county began its transition away from farming. By

M. Louise Payndt WS YA Y A 3 OSy OS dory2 The Arlindtidd NiRoFicalMagatingal @, No. 3
(Oct 1959) p 550, RoseArlington County Virginig1976) p 222.

%" These three bridges were thghain Bridg€1797), the Aqueduct Bridge (1848ter renamedthe Key
Bridgg, and the Long Bridge (@8, laterrenamedthe Fourteenth Street BridgeMarilyn M Harper,

G! N) Ay3aGz2y [ 2 dzy tadodtK NR NA K yUiaghbiligh el BRRpgr aMal885) Vertical
File: Transportation, CLH.

28 RoseArlington County, Virginigl976) p 14%.1 F NLISNE 6! NI Ay 3G 2y tatichdzy &8 =  + A NJ
tK NR dzZ3 K M@Cplde o mdcpy p U

%8 Netherton, Arlington County In Virginj&1987).
29 Griffith Morgan Hopkins, Jr'Alexandria County, Va, 1878," [1878]. Maps Dividi@(C.

#1Us Census, 187(Washington, [T.: Government Printing Office))S Census, 1880Washington, D.C.:
Government Printing Office).
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1900 there were only 379 farff€Many of which were smal l ntr
farmers sold their modest harvest at local marké®y the midtwentieth century the
farming lifestyle would be a thing of the past in Arlington.

Transportation was necessary but not sufficient in encouraging this early suburban
growth. These transportation improvements occurred at the same time asth@any
changes in the American city. Immigration and population booms made city centers
denser. People began to fear epidemics and crime associated with urban centers. Cities
also became more industrial with the rise in largsale factory work over smatlshops,
creating more noise and pollution. At the same time social and health opinions which
pushed the importance of fresh air and space wekeigg in prominence. The single
family home also became a central tenet of middle class respectability amati@sp
greatly increasing Athe actual andassymbol i
historian Kenneth Jackson has shd#So beginning in the early 1800s, and expanding
following the Civil War, suburban environments were created asawayéout he ci t y o

strongest features, culture and employment, while living within the best aspects of the

country, spacioyowneroccupied, mostly singleamily homes.

#2s Census, 190@Vashington, D.C.: Government Printing Offide)2 6 St f | YR ¢+ &f 2NE dal
l £ SEFYRNARI / 2dzy(iéX =+ A NHNO[Map DHISGAMIOLKS +ANBAY AL ¢AGE S

2% Arlington County Register of Historic Pladesevesland, Torreyson Fatoy,BethBolling(Arlington,

March 2002).

294JacksonCrabgrass Frontie(1985)p 85

127



Figure 15

This map details the electric milways in Arlington County from the late nineteenth century to the mid twentieth

century. Ar | i ngt onds rail net wor ks helped to encourage and rei
MarilynM .Har per, H@AArlington County, Vi r dJnpablishedPaper,Marshpor t at i on
1985). Vertical File: Transportation, CLH.

At this time Arlingtonébés enterprising I
suburban communitie@ne such landowner who decided to make the jiromp farmer
to landdeveloper was Frank @uett.In 1864Corbett, a transplant from New York State,
purchased 162 acres of land along Columbia,Rikeajor road between Arlington and

Washington to the north and the markets a@iffeix and beyond to the souft For more

25 Elizabeth J. WalteBarcroft: The Beginnings of a Suburban Neighborh@didjinia: George Mason

University Press, 200p)4.
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than a decade Corbett lived and farmed this larfd® Thenin 1885, Oscar Haring of
Georgetown approached Corbett about purchasing two acres of his fzaifi¥ In
addition toits locationalong Columbia Pike, Corbett's lasdtalong theWashington and
Ohio Railroad. Opened intliei r st years of the 1870s, the
serviced stations throughout the county, i
Pike and Four Mil e R(¢*¥HHaringwanteddo p@chaséthet t 6 s pr
small tract across from thglington Sationto build a home and commute into the city.
Corbet now saw an opportunity to change the trajectory of his land.

Living through these trends, Frank Corbett realized that Oscar Haring's offer to
purchase two acres of land in 1885 could bestag of something much larger. By 1886
he hired a surveyor to lay out a fodgre subdivisior?® Corbett imagined an upper
middle class suburb, dominated by Victorian homes on largeM#$aid out a grid land
use pattern common at the time with seu#ackswith sevenonehalf-acre lots per block

and a parR° This deep grid pattern mirredthe English parks of the 1820s and 1830s

%3 H.Chataigné, K G A3y S$Qa ! f SEI YyRMNN.P.: Ged H.&Ererhh NISCo®,2 NBE S My T C
Booksellers, Stationers, and New Dealers, 1876).

#7\Walter, Barcroft,(2002)p 4.

28 Thjs line started in Rosslyn and ran through Fort Myer to Green Valley, with stops running past Court

| 2dzaS FyR ClFffa / KdzZNOK® W2 Kgiona@nt Old DeNifidarsRailiodd< S | A & ( 2 NB
Arlington Historical Mgazine Vol. 1, No. 1 (Oct. 1957), p¢35.

9t AT I 680K Oridinl D&eldpersiot BarSraftarlington HistoricaMagazine Vol. 12, No. 3
(Oct 2003).

300 "Map of Corbett"[ca. 1886], ArlingtoDeed BookC,No. 4, p 448489. Arlington, Virginia.
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that became the blue print for exclusive residential developments across the E8untry.
This environment attracted uppmiddle class residents to Corbett's subdivision, many of
whom owned their own businesses. John Newlon moved to Arlington froDigtret in
1885 in order to open his own mill. Before relocating to the neighborhood Newlon served
as head miller of Herr and €3el millers in Georgetown. Another early resident Florence
T. Johnston, an independently wealthy wonpanchased three lots, totaling caeda-
half acres. These upperiddle class residents bularge, twestory single family frame
houses set far badkom the street®

The 1880s and 1890s saw an explosion of development in Arlingtemall
number of preCivil War communities, like Ballstorhaddeveloped slowly since the
early 1800s. As farming plots became increasingly smaller, the Ballston comgmanity
primarily around the farming plot of John B3I?. But most of Arlington's white
communities came about during the last decades of the nineteenth céneury.
subdivisions of Glencarlyn, Bon Air, Fostoria, East Falls Church, Cherrydale, Clarendon,
andFort Myer Heights all emerged? Unlike their earlier counterparts, these

communities all grew very quickly. The rapgidvelopmenof these preplanned

¥z 1 £ GSNE 6 ¢ KS h NA 3 A Y Arfingtdn Higt&itaRagerNg(Oc2 2003) pE2D NR F (i d ¢
Wilson, The City Beautiful MovemenL994); The Cooperative Building Plan Association, Architects,

AAAAA

{ St SOGSR 5SaAr3aya ¥FNERXNey Wk INVI§Hd).Qa a2z2RSNY | 2dzaSa
302 Though on larger lots than later suburban environments, these homes were designed to exist together
within Corbett's subdivisions as a part of a suburban environment rather than maintaining older agrarian
models of settlementz | £ (§ SNEZh NI KA Yy | f 5 S @ flirgtbiSHsricaVBgazine (@R NB F (i ® £
2003)

33 Eleanor Lee Templemaa . | £ £ & ( 2 y @ Arlingtdh HistefigahMagadingol. 1, No. 3 (Oct 1959)
p 5254

304 RoseArlington County, Virginjg1976).
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subdivisions igasily illustrated with the establishment of post offices across the county
in the 1880sand 1890s. As neighborhoods grew and blossomed they needed their own
amenities, like post offices. The neighborhood post offices for Arlington View (1885),

Rosslyn (1888), Carn Springs (1891), Cherrydale (1893), and Fort Myer (1895) all

came aboutas@rsul t of devel opers acti vedntgredpl anni

future®*® Even the small grouping of homes around Ballston, growing over thesoolurs
more than eighty yearsgached a critical mass in 1881 when it finally had enough
residents to waant its own post office.

Unlike their African American counterparts, these communities gresodial as

well as physicaisolation from one another. White neighborhowdse physically

separated, dotted across the county along the trolley stropsohAglt on6s gr owi ng

lines, with expanses of still rural lands between ti&hile many of Arlington's black
communities also grew in physical isolation, these communities were linked by ties of
kinship, church, and social institutions. With the exceptbGreen Valley and Hall's

Hill, all of Arlington's other African Americaenclaves andommunities grew as a result
of the closure of Freedman's Villagend even those two earlier communities were
linked to the Village through social and political ti&&eir initial interconnectiomt the
Village meant that Arlington's black communities were linked socially despite their

scattering physically across the courByt Arlington's white communities did not share

3% Arthur W. Trust!'Clarendon Presbyterian Church Partial History through 1947paper presented

July 1, 1975)RG 6 Arlington ChurcheBox 2CLH.

Dt Sy Ol NI &y /AGAT Sy&aQ ! &&amXRG 62ACGeyicarlyBoR 3 File 7e&CEHS G A v 3
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these connection&esidents either lookedond Arlington for social connections,

feeling wellserved by existing accommodations in Washington to Alexandria cities, or
creating amenities for their immediate residents alone, spurning broader social
connectionsFor exampl e, unlneighborhdodd, eanygvhite chdrchesb | a c k
were created exclusively by and for members of individual communities. Clarendon

United Methodist in 1901, Trinity Episcopal in 1902, and several other white

congregation churchésrmedthroughout the first decadestbk twentieth century

When beginning the Sunday School that would grow to become Clarendon United
Methodist Church, the Overal family, for example, focused entirely on the spiritual needs
of Athe families of the nei gnpfellowshipodod but
beyond their immediate neighbdf$ The founding for each of these churchesték

same tale of individuals within a community wanting to create a congregation within

their own communities to sertiroseindividual suburban communities ale. As new
subdivisions formed, rather than join existing congregati@ssients formedew

churches’® This isolationist attitude stemmed from the fact that, unlike black

communities, white communities considered themselves to be in competition for

resouces. For example, as the community of Bon Air begagrdw, nearby Glencarlyn

did not celebrate this expansion. Glencar/]

%7 Dorothy Overal Hook, James F. Overal, and William J. Oi@ratidchitiren of William Joseph Overal)
interview byPhyllis W. JohnsoiRG 6: Arlington Churches, Boxile:Clarendon United Methodist
Church, CLH.

Wrio DS2NESQA 9 LI a A908BR008¢ Arindmdhvicdinia?088n RG 6: Arlingtdn =
Churches, Box,@LH.
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growth would mean those residents would use and eventually take control of their school
andcommunity resource®¥’

Arl ingtonds ever expanding suburban dev
villages were increasingly pushed together. As rail lines continued to expand
neighborhoods' physical isolation became a thing of the past. By 1900 trodieyitked
Clarendon, Ballston, Cherrydale, Bon Air, Glencarlyn, and Barcroft. Thbeadme
Athe cleanest and quickest way between Was
Clarendon, Ball st on,*&savélingpopdlationratsdexpandedn d b e
the geographic boundaries between communities, bringing them in closer contact.
Existing communities, such as Clarendon, expanded through additions by new
developers, such as Robert W. Moore's "Moore's Addition to @lare' and Frank
Lyon's “"Lyon's Addition to Clarendor*! From 1900 to 1910 the County's population
rose from 6,500 to 10,0067 New white residents were drawn to Arlington from Virginia
and throughout the South for t hdswitbtheirnt yos

easy access to employment in Washingtdis these communities became increasingly

9pt Sy OF N &8y / A @D/ 8y S Slia &/ 30 RE\ G2HEN&EyRBOX 3 File 7 CLH.

#9WashingtonVirginia Railwayiw I A f 6+ & ¢ 0 | R @ &/ddicdl Eil&: YrangpbrtatioiCvitb m n <
¥1These additions occurred between 1904 @9l9. Ruth P.Rosé ¢ KS w2t S 2F CNI y]l [&2VY

Associates in the Early Development of Arlington Co#idtglington Historical Magaziné/ol. 5, No. 4
(Oct. 1976) p 469.

#2Us Census, 190@Vashington, D.C.: Government Printing Offit£$; Census, 191@Vashington, D.C.:
Government Printing Office).

*3Thomas O'BrierfHistoric Survey of Nauck Neighborhood, Arlington County, Virginiaguklished

Paper, December 1987 LH. For moreroSoutherners drawn to Washington for work see Eric C. Yellin,

wlk OAdaY Ay GKS bl iA2yQa { SNBAOSY D2@SNYyYSyd 22N)] SNA
(North Carolina: University of North CaroliReess, 2013).
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linked physicallyboosters realized that if they weoehave any chance at controlling the
trajectory of Arlington's growth, court more buyers, and make mareeytheyneeded

to link these neighborhoodsocially and politicallyTo move beyond isolated suburban
villages in conflict with one another Arlington would need a politically active group of

professonal developers at the helm afunty affairs.

PLAT
Curtis & Burdetts

SUBDIVISION

CARLIN SPRINGS.

A COUN

Figure 16

This map shows the preplanned grid plans now used by developers in Arlington's new suburban village
neighborhoods. HW Newby & Co., "Plat of Curtis & Burdett's Subdivision of Carlin Springs, Alexandria
County." [1887], Maps Division, LOC. <http://www.loc.gov/resource/q3884c.ct00357¥/

The Era of Good Government
4EA "TT A #EOEUAT B30 UbBRappaign AT A OEAEO #1 AAIl
As Arlingtonés suburban villages began

neighborhoods via population and physical expansion, enterprising developers realized
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that in order to control the aesthetics, class and race-umkend wealth at stake in these
communities they would need to create a system of cewialy controP™*Ar | i ngt ond s
boosters and developers increasingly turned their attention to state and county politics to
continue their suburban vision.

One of the primary developers and leadersiattime was Frank Lyon. Like
many Arlington developers, Lyon hailed from an elite Southern faldyn in
Petersburg, Virginiaduring the Civil Warhecame from a long line of Old Dominion
elites*When Lyon moved to Arlington County in 1889 to atterebfjetown Law
School the counthiadrapidly expanded, but still had large sections of rural lands open
for development!® In this environment Lyon saw the possibility to impact the landscape
and have a hand in developing the county. This goal was impactesd family line-
Lyon's grandfather Daniel Lyon was one of the primarydeus of the Petersburg area
and his experience working for the railroddsThroughout the 1880s Lyon traveled
across the South as a clerk with the Richmond and Danville Riilfwa Southern

Railroad, and later with the Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC). This extensive

4 | and values in Arlington soared as neighborhoods were created, infrastructure was further solidified,

and trolley lines continued to expand. Lands in the early 1900s were worttiness more than they had

been just a decade before, andamy contemporaries speculated that even this was an underestimation

2F INI Ay3d2yQa (NUzS ThéNMohiibrfOctdbgt B01802; RSe/Ailingtonh @untyNIi A Of ST
Virginia (1976) p 157.

MECNIF Yy [e2YY . MHBtahWdf \lisginaitgihia Biohréphydd B ¢Chicago and New
York: The American Historical Society, 1924) p1iZ38

pt Sy OF NI ey /AGAT SyaQ | aaz0R66XEQ@eicarlyBoR 3Rile 72CEH5;0 Ay 3 a A
Roseda ¢ KS w2f S 2F CNJI y | nthe&Early Ddvelopmeht bfArlingtaraCOERANGtGna A
Historical Magazing(Oct 1976).

WHECNI Yy [e2YY . MHBtahWdf \lisgmaOvirdiniaBibgsapl82E) o 123125.
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travelinfluencedLyon6s | and devel opment i deas and c
working for the Richmond and Danwville line, Lyon lived in Charlotte, North Carolina.
Charlotte at this time was a changing city, moving from a rural village to a hub of finance
and trading. ACharlotte became an economic hub the city developed streetcars and the
beginnings of suburban neighborhodtfere, Lyon could see the kind of wealth and
prosperity possible in the changing environments of the New South. But in Charlotte,
Lyon also learnethat developments needed much more than attractive planning and
access to transportation to build a successful suburb. For example, the Dilworth
subdivision in Charlotte grew along the streat line and opened to much fanfare. But
ultimately Dilworth wa unsuccessful for nearly a decade. This was because the
neighborhood lacked the appropriate social and political support.

Frank Lyon was not the only leader in Arlington who understood the necessity of
creating acontrolledenvironment where developatsminatednot only neighborhood
creation but also the laws and politics which governed tAerother major influencer of
Arlington County affairs was Crandal Mackey. Born in Shreveport, Louisiana, in the
back of a Confederate ambulance in December of M68key came from a prominent
Southern family’'® The Mackey family is filled with generations of prominent law men
who made their name serving as sheriffs, lawyers, and judges in South Carolina as far

back as the 1770s, when Revolutionary War hero Jamesgylaoknigrated to the

¥8Thomas HanchetSorting out the New South City: Race, Class, ananUDevéopment in Charlotte,

18751975,(Chapel HillThe University of North Carolina Press, 1998)-68L.7

9Michael Lee Popd, K2 (1 3dzy WdzaGAOSY hy$S t N2aSOdzi2NDa / NHzal RS
Alexandria and Arlingtar{Charles, London: The HisgdPress, 2012).
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United State§?° Crandal Mackey continued this tradition of service to the law. In 1885

Mackey moved to Arlington's Rosslyn neighborhood to work for the War Department

while studying law at Georgetown. There he met Frank Lyon. The ®vohad similar

social and political opinions. They served as/m® presidents for the Bryan, Stevenson,

and Rixey Club, a young mendés club for the
Following the end of Reconstructioviirginia politics underwent an extended

period of political shift. An initially strong interracial Republican Party lost power in

Virginia in the early 1870s. In Arlington the November election of 185& strong

victoriesfor both national and local Republican candidates, with President Ulysses

Grant and County Clerk John Syphé#xeAfrican Americanc hampi on of Fr eedn

Village, both winning strong majoritie&: But soon thereafter this strength diminished.

Fadng stiff opposition from the increasingly powerful Democratic PaRigpublicans

began to move away from their commitment to rights and social progress for blacks and

the lower classe®issatisfied with both partieéfrican Americans and workinglass

whites seeking expansion in social reforms, like schools, as well as a meanangguhv

political participation, through government appointmeantd other meangoined

together to create the Readjuster P&tynder the unlikely direction of Confederate

officer and railroad executive William Mahartee Readjuster Party controlledrginia

320 Other family members involved in law enforcement inclddéin Mackey (sheriff), Thomas Jefferson

Mackey (lawyer)and Richard Mackey (lawyer and judgBppe,Shotgun Justic€2012) p 1525.
%21 Margaret Cooke Birge ar@.B. Rose, Ja, 5Sn®cratic Politics in the™8District of Virginia, 1886
Arlington Historical Magazin&/ol. 4, No. 2 (Oct. 1970) p-21.

%22 jane DaileyBefore Jim Crow: The Politics of Race in-Pustncipation VirginigNorth Carolina:
University of North Carolina Press, 2000)p41
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politics from 1879 to 188% Thoughtheir ascendancy wésief, the Readjusters were

the most successful interracial political party in the msancipation Soutff* To

counter this interracial alliance Democrats used fear mongering tactics centered around
allegationof corruption, miscegenation, violence, and black political control over
whites.Democratic political power solidified by 1885, the same year Mackegatdd to
Arlington, with a changing of the guard in Virginia politics. In Virginia, and indeed
across the South, a new generation of Democrats came to be dominated by a more
cosmopolitan middle class of prominent businessmen, lawyers, and railro&¢f imen.
pedigree and opinion Mackey and Lyon fit in to this new political order, spearheading
these kinds of political changes in Arlington County.

The two men became actively involved in Arlington County politics beginning in

1890 when they helped to establish e Good Ci t*9Thedenguswasa agu e .

loosely organized social and political organization comprised of about twenty of the
county's wealthiest and most prominent resid&ftslany of their aims centered on

bringing more municipal improvements to gtw@unty, recognizing a lag public works

$23RL 00863, Wiam Mahone Papers, 185B895,David M. Rubenstein Rare Book and Msaript Library,
Duke UniversityDurham, North Carolina.

%4 Dailey,Before Jim Croy2000).
35 William A.Link, The Parade of Sathern Progressivism, 188M30,(North Carolina: University of

North Carolina Press, 1997Rose Arlington County Virginig1976) p 131 Birge et. al.,a 5 SY2 ONJ G A O
Politicsinthe 85 A &4 0 NJA Ol 2 TArlihgtoNRidtofidalMagazmngOgtc17m)Pope,Shotgun
Justicg2012).

326

Rose Arlington County Virginig1976); Pope,Shotgun Justic€002).

%7 Full League membership can be found withiank L. Bala G @ hf A @S aSGiK2RA&GY
Church (Virginia: Southern Printingnd Lithograph, Inc1965) p 99.
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and regulatory laws@Ar | i ngt onds suburban communities
from a small farming hamlet to a more densely settled suburban envirotffiEme.
League pushed for water and sewage improvesngas and electric expansion, and road
and trolley improvements:

The League was a part of tBeuthern Progressive MoveméritLate-nineteenth
and early twentietltentury Americans became active in reform programs designed to
solve modern problems rangifrom temperance, child labor, unchecked capitalism, and
corruption in politics, all under the banner of Progressivi&rin the American South
thesereforrais t ook on these same issues while bei
geographical isolatiorideological mistrust of big government, and racial hierarchy.
Hailing from a growing suburban area, Arli
behind the Southern Progressive Movement rather than identifying with those in rural

areas who sometimessisted centralized reformgany contemporaries considered

328 Rose Arlington County Virginig1976) p 121.

39 Dorothy Ellis Leg) History of Arlington County, Virgini@he Dietz Press, 1946).

%P ope,Shotgun Justicg2012)
1 Michael McGerrA Fierce Discontent: The Rise and Fall of the Progressive Movement in America, 1870
1920.(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008). Vann Woodward;he Origins of the New South, 1877

1913 (Louisiana: Louisiana State University Press, 1p2385263.;Link, The Paradox of Southern
Progressivisn(1997).;John DittmerBlack Georgia in the Progressive Era, 19890.(Chicagolll.:

University of lllinois Press, 1977).

32| ink, The Paadox of Southern Progressivisth997).
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Leaguemember William Ball, whose family founded Badia in the 1730sa central
leader of Arlington's Progressive Movemétit.
While tackling real municipal needs, for the League in Arlingtosehssues
were undertaken for the purpose of expanding the suburban infrastructure so that League

members could control the path of that developnferiiiose interested in dewgling real

estate in the Counbyhelmed the Leagu®’ They saw their organizations fia | i fe or
death struggledo without which AArlington w
residenti al community. o0 These men knew t ha

gained political controt>®> The League members who were developers all creatéally

segregated communitieBo shape public opinion in accordance with the League's focus

on white, middle class suburban development, Frank Lyon purchased the weekly
newspapelThe Monitor**Under Lyonds | eaderTheMopitoras owne
pushed_eaguepolicies and opiniong-raming their social and political changes in

language of Progressive reforms the Democrats set out curbing African Americans' social

and political rights®’ Leaguers joinedhany otheiVirginians calling for a new state

33 pope,Shotgun Justicd2012% ¢ KNR dza K2 dzi A G Qa KAKIGERZNE a2 TK 4.0RND K2
Crossroads Y R . I f f Qdempléidbiod NK I REI® y Qe ArliSgbh MisfokicAlMagazine
(Oct 1959).

% Erank Ball quoteth Ball,Mt. Olivet Methodis{1965) p 9799.
%% Rose Arlington County, Virginig1976) p 151.
336

Lyon purchased@he Monitomewspaper inl901. RosgArlington County Virginig1976) p 165.

%7 Dittmer, Black Georgia ithe Progressive Era, 190820,(1977); Link, The Paradox of Southern
Progressivism, 1880930.(1992); Dailey,Before Jim Crow2000).
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constitution to limit voting rights of those opposed to their reforms to create a climate
more amenable to their control.

Virginia state representatives, including those from Arlington County, sought to
limit the scope of social, political, and civights guaranteed under the existing 1870
Constitution®*® Several League members were directly involved with the new
Constitution- Lyon acting as the court reporter for the convention and Mackey serving as
one of Arlingtono6s t htP%Tais mew Qonstitstiemitempidi v e s
to remove the African American voice entirely from formal politf@s. June 16, 1902
Virginia's constitutional convention presented their new constitdtfsfhe Old
Dominion's voting guidelines were drastically changetirequired citizenso re
register to voteThe new requirements stated that anyone over twamtyyears of age
could vote only if they themselves or their parents had fought in the Civil War, had paid a
minimum property tax of $1.00, which requiredring more than $300 in property, and
if they could interpret a part of the state's constitutfohater, a poll tax of $1.50 was
added to these requirements. Poll taxes must be paid six months before an election

withoutthe courtesy o# bill or notice.

38 Dailey,Before Jim Cropy2000).

339 pope,Shotgun Justicg2012).
#0virginia General Assemblirginia State Constitutigrrticle 11, Sections 189 (1.
<http://confinder.richmond.edu/admin/docs/Virginia_1902.pdf>

341\Nythe W. Holt, "The Virginia Constitutional Convention of 12902: A Reform Movement Which
Lacked Substanc&he Virginia Magazine of History and Biographgl. 76, No. 1 (Jan. 1968) p-502.;
Virgnia General Assemblyjrginia State ConstitutigrArticle 1, Sections 189 (1902).

<http://confinder.richmond.edu/admin/docs/Virginia_1902.pef Wythe Holt, "Virginia's Constitional
Convention of 19041902."The American Journal of Legal Hist&fgl. 36, No. 2 (Apr. 1992) p 2006.
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This statewide change fit with county desires. Despite small population numbers
and restricted rights for African Americans,drumup support through racialized fear
mongeringwhi t e citizens in Arlington fabsely cl
be overcomete nsur e Arlington would be a fAwhite n
rule.6**? The new voter registratiorequirementsesulted in thelisfranchisementf
African Americansin Al i ngt on and TleovweralleBectofhthe newt at e.
franchise requirementswa t o cut t h einVigihimahd lowertvoger i n hal f C
turnout would continue to shape Virginia politics for decad®&slany Progressive
reformers at the time believed disenfranchisement to be necessary to help African
Americans, whom they saw as woefully unprepared for the responsibilities of suffrage
following Emancipatiori** The aim to disfranchise African Americans was overt.
Virginia State Senator Carter Glass of Lynchburg could not have been more explicit
when he explained Di scr i mi nati on! Why that is exactl
is what this convention was elected fao discriminate to the very extremity of
permissible action under the limitation of the federal Constitution, with the view to the

eliminatonofevery negro voter 3ihsmovementvesngot t en

isolated to Virginia. New South progressivism led to disfranchisement of African

2 garticle £ Alexandria GazetteMay 22, 1901 CLH.

¥3Virginius Dabneyyirginia: The New DominiofGarden City: Doubleday and Company, h@71).

344 Link, The Paadox of Southern Progressivisth992) p 79. For then contemporary evidence of this

a8y iAYSyd 488 G(KS oNRGAYyI&E 2F ¢K2Yl & S5AE2yQa AGCNRE 2

¥CarterGlass a! RRNB&aasé o0xANBAYAL [ 2 ygnia A902pdpeShotdun / 2y FSy
Justice(2012) p 24.
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Americans in South Carolina in 1895, Louisiana in 1898, North Carolina in 1900, and

Alabama in 190£%°

2800020000800¢

Figure 17

The delegates of the Constitutional Convention. Frank Lyon, titled as the Clerk of the Committee, is

photographed fourth form the |l eft on the second to | ast
Officers of the Constitutional Convention of Virginia, Richmondi 19026 (1901) . Li brary of Vir

Richmond, Virginia (Here after LVA) .

Testing the impact of the new voting laws, the League fielded their own candidate
for the first time in 1903 with the decisiom nominate Crandal Maey for
Commonwealth's Attorneyrhis election was significant for Arlington because it was the

first election following the passage of Vi

¥®Woodward,Origins of the New South, 181813 (1972) p 235263; Pope,Shotgun Justicg2012).
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opposition fromincumbent Richard Johnst3#% Many saw Johnston as the enemy to the
League not only for his relationship to what Leaguers deemegnogmessive politics,
but also because Johnston, and his father before him, sold their land to African
Americans who formed the community of Johnson's #fllMackey and Johnston
engaged in a bitter race. With the virtual elimination of the African American vote, the
el ection for Commonweal thdés Attorney was a
disenfranchisement of African Americans would impact the courseaf élections. The
contest was a dead heat. In the end Mackey won by only two¥/d#fecording to
newspaper accounts of the time Athe reduct
Virginia constituti on*°THisenkrked ttie btinoiefe¢hg wond e
end of formal African American political participation in the county. Despite charges of
corruption due to the extraordinarily small margin of victory, Mackey and the League
used the election as a mand&te.

The decisions made at the 1902 constiudi convention about the voting rights

of African Americans impacted both politics and suburban development in Arlington. In

7 Pope, Shotgun Justic€012).

MeKS ySATIKO2NK22R sl a aLStf SR 026 earlyfomdliig/ Bupmas | YR 6\
aLIStf SR aW2Kyazyé¢ o6& GKS SI/N®.2d REX0E RS aWNIF  diKISS (aslSLy (i
1878-t £ | OS & | yie Atirg®ribis®ricdl Magazingol. 2, No. 2dct 1962)p 17-33.

WE O1 I FYAT GeRI fC2aliBINEe 5 / /INMHzE | RA Y 3Arlingtor MistofiealS | £ 1 K Q& |
Magazine Vol. 7 No. 4 (Oct 1984).

¥4 1 NI *hé téshirkgton Time$903.;Pope Shotgun Justicé2012) p 35.
%1 Arlington citizens Walter Varney and Richard Johnston filed suit addakey claiming fraud, but the
suit was abruptly dropped by Johnston in December of 1808.NJi Al€x&n8ria GazettedDecember 3,
1903.Chronicling America: Historic Americslewspapers. LOC.
<http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85025007/1902-03/ed-1/seq-3/>
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advertising |iterature for a new community
promoted as an advantage of the areandabMackey reassured potential buyers that
though there-hwede eabcwtil oiend® voters, that
outstripped them eight to oA&.He further highlighted thabeyond this advantage in

numbersit he st r i ct nevsséas onprovedthe qualityard tharaater of the

votero by preventing these individuals fro

Figure 18

This image slows saloonsn Rosslyn Virginia, 1903. These were the kinds of businesses Lyon, Mackey, and the

Good Citizenbés League sought to remove from the county i
Rosslyn,1903,Vertical File: Lyon Park, CLH.

The linksbetween race andelague policies about development and reform can
alsobe seeninthe Leagu s dr a mat icleanuapmidRosslynoBegnnirig infthe

1870s Rossl ynés | oc aAquedutiBridge imendNashingtongndacr o s

%2Mackey,A Brief History of Alexandria County, Virgiii®07) p 2526.
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about one milerbm Fort Myer made it hotspot for gambling and saloo#s But

Rosslyn was also home to an African American enclave. Rather than seeing a small
working class black community, how Rossl yn
League members characterid t he encl ave as fia gathering
Ai nhabit erdafbfyo t dfe®™ The Bedgueowamad Yo work against
Rosslynds African American encl ¥\néts Aunti l
placetheyhopet o fiest abl i wiht lm a& ommgimi gtyandar d of
this areao f o’ Withlhe pratectionnohthebaw and poiitical power in

thar corner Mackey and the League decided to violently overthrow the less desirable

elements in their county.

353Arlington County Geernment,A Guide for Justices of the Pegoa. 1890) Mary Louise Shafer,

GwSONBLI GA2Yy AN20¢Adihgioy Hisiofiol Magazn®/al. 6 No. 2 (Oct. 1978) p 63.

G ! NIi ¥hé Ev8riing Stalanuary 23, 1892, p Ehronicling America: Histic AmericarNewspapers.

LOC. <http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1892-23/ed-1/seq5/>.; Margaret Troxell,

Gyn ,SFNJ hftR wSaARSY( £Ths Sunebriay 19BIVartkayHle: BEAMNGE G { ARS S| €
Heights CLH.

%4Ball,Mt. Olivet Methodis(1965) p 9999.

¥5Ball,Mt. Olivet Methodis{(1965) p 9999 Link, The Paradox of Southern Progressivi$892) p 5872,
239-267.

%% Ann Marie Fishery [ & 2 y é+Ukgfublished$aper, December 198715. Vertical File: Lyon Village
CLH.
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»
Figure19
Though cartoonish in its portrayal of very real and serious violence, this watercolor by artist Rudy Wendelin
demonstrates the chaos of the raid. Crandal Mackey is depicted in the doorwayudolph Wendelin, Raid, ca.
1970,CLH.

On SundayMay 30, 1904Mackey and members of the
armed themselveand set out to cleamp Rosslyn once and for alackey and the
League set out to reform Rosslyn in order to send a message to the county as a whole
about exady what their rule meant. Mackey sent letters to thirty county residents asking
them to rally to his aid. In total a posse of six embarked on thé Matkey, Lyon, and
other League members Will Douglas, Lemuel Marcey, Luther Walter, and T.J.

DeLashmutf®’ They met in Washington, D.C. and boarded the Mount Vernon Railroad

into Rosslyn. Mackey deputized the men and handed out several sacks of weapons on the

trolley 1 including sledgehammers, axes, and a sasfeshotgun. The armed men

%7 Pope,Shotgun Justic€012) p 66.Lee A History of Arlington County, Virgin{4946).
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disembarked atRossly and headed to their first targe
games were in the R%Borstinginoh thebsaldomrgsultedim d uct e d
chaos and violence: as patrons attempted t
theyleftthreegh t he open door s*Nextthe faidersenbvecdsor wi n d
Eddi e Heatho6s bar, Heat hdos Pl ace. But Heat
enter his business without a fight, threatening the men with a shotgun from the door of
his busines. After a brief scuffle Mackey disarmed Heath and the raiding party entered
He at h 6%°THe menawsed their weapons to hack up bars and slot machines, destroy
alcohol, and arrest employees and patrons.
the botles, demijohns, and decanters was alloweeitow, giving the room the
appearance of having pa’%Buendthistiealkoup,the a Pot o
League's racial politics played a central rdlee scene was violent, but theventsaw
only one shofired. A League member fired his gun at the back of a fleeing black man,
who luckily was not struck.

While temperance and fears about political corruption from gambling interests
were real concerns for League members and similar progressive refornosssther

South, their obsessions with respectability and lawlessness were neblotdoiThese

8 1 NJE Xh® EvBning Stat904; PopeShotgun Justic€012) p 66.

¥MogeSpAalySaa | JieEdeying Stat@a4 iRBpk, Ehdtgua Justic012)p 66.

%9 pope Shotgun Justicg2012) p 6667.

%16 1 NJE Xh® EvBning Stat904.;Steve VogelThe Pentagon: A HistogThe Untold Story of the

Wartime Race to Build the Pentagon, @andRestore it Sixty Years Lat@dew York: Random House, 200
p 108.
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lawless elements were invariably tied to African American neighborh86@sunty
residents did indeed hope the League would beesacs f uZealoasirdwipiinghe
stainfromt he fair name 3%Manycanplaiced tmansalodng apd o
gambling houses were not segregated. Throughout these decades housing, recreation, and
indeed life generally became increasingly segregated across the county, statefland Sou
But at these bawdy houses Athere are no di
c o | %*Racial fears of integrated drinking and socializsparked antsaloon
Progressive policies throughout the Sodthese kinds of interactions across the color
ine were a threat to the kind of New South
impose. As a result African American neighborhoods throughout the South were attacked
at this time under accusations that they were hotbeds of dangerous and illegal
activities>®°

Saloons were not only integrated zones, they provided a source of employment
for local residents of Rosslyn's black enclave. John Richard Bowen owned and operated

one of the saloons in Rosslyn, the first blagkned saloon in the count§? During this

%2 The opinion that these black communities were entirely made of criminal elements that required the

League men to rehabilitate them was reiterated in histories of the area.A.&story of Arlington
County, Virginia(1946).

336 1 NI BatcbfSNEws November 91903 <http://bscl.org/1903news.htm>

46 1 NJE washirjton Star]1892.;Pope,Shotgun Justicg2012) p 45.

%5 For fears on interracial socializing and drinking Ise&, The Paradox of Southern Progressivi$892)
p 4246, 95123.;Dittmer, Black Georgia in the Progressive Era, 19820.(1977) p 102122.For attacks
on black neighborhoods s@@era W. Hunterg 2 WW2e& a& CNBSR2YY {2dzi KSNYy . f |

Labors After the Civil WaiMassachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1997p0.4

MLONYSAG 2 . 268y YR aNE® W2ASLKAYS t2(fFNR ahiOK
Oral History Project, ICH.
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reform push John Bowen lost his business. Without the saloon to sustain them, Bowen,

his wife Rachel, and their five young children left Rosslyn. They were fortunate however

in that they were abl e t o usaekcammanitygxt ended
land on their feet. The Bowens were members of Mt. Zion Baptist Church in Queen City

and had extended kimetworks in the count$f’ With the support system of church
congregation and relatives, thegaBropertgyns r el
across the street from their grandmother and in the same area as another relative, Sarah
Thompson.

Even though only half a dozen arrests were made during the infamous raid of
Rosslynds saloons by Mackey ampBedttothes League
county. There was a new power structure in town made up of an active ruling class with
an eye to suburban development. Wi th this
beyond suburban villages and toward a cowvitie fabric of interconneed
communities in an attempt to push out alll

Rosslyn, commercial and real estat® develo

%7 Mr. Ernest W. Bowen and Mrs. Josephine Pollard Mitchell, intergigwv 9 f 3A S { YAUGKE MdpT s

Oral History ProjectCLHThe Thompsons lived in the Jefferson District. It is possible she and her family
Ff&a2 fAGSR Nnited§atEsyCandus,Q880/ashingtbndD.C.: Government Printing Office)
databasewith imagesFamilySearafinttps://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MCPR83L : accessed 15
November 2015), Sarah Thompson in household of Chas Thompson, Alexandria, Alexandria, Virginia,
United States; citing enumeration district 3, sheet 329D, NARA miarpfiblication T9 (Washington D.C.:
National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.), roll 1351; FHL microfilm 1,255,351.

%8 Margaret L. Bendroths / K dzZNOK | NOKA (i SO dINBntury yiitngtoERéY YodzyyALddzo fAka KuSF
Paper, ca. 1990RG 6: Arlingto Churches, Box 4, CLH.
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Suburban Boom

From Villages to Suburb
From 1900 to 1910, seventy new neighborhaus communities developed in

Arlington>*Duri ng the same decade the Countyé6s p
6,400 to 10,008’° Boosters and planners actively courted this population by promoting

the clearup campaign and using their new civic poweptish more developmetit

Arl ingtonbds pol iovearlappednmmensé. ®Odce acbenty eedderp e r s
controlled Arlingtonds government they use
and rail networks to expand even further towards an interctetheaburban

environment. IM903CrandalMackey purchased nine acres to develop the new

community of Maywood/? Mackey chose locationin western Arlingtoralong the

Great Falls and Old Dominion railroad line. Advertisements boasted that Mapabod
fonolnye car fare t ¢”°FarmyecalaMatkeyonborked to subdivide y . ©
and sell lands in Maywood for an average price of $%2By 1915 approximately 39

smaller, lateVictorian homes were constructed in Maywood. This developgremt

fomMackeydbés active cultivation of hiAs nei gh

369 Netherton, Arlington County In Virginj#1987).

$°ys Census, 190Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Offidd%;Census, 191@ashington, D.C.:
Government Printing Office).

3" Rose Arlington County, Virginiél976) p 157.

¥2Barbara Warnick Silberman and GailH. Bakex | € 62 2 RY 58 @St 2LIvySyd 2F |+ { dzod
Neighborhoodk Arlington Historical Magazin€ol. 8, No. 3 (Oct. 1987) p-%3.

% The line opened in 1906, but was under construction when Mackey began hisisigrdiilberman

et.al.,a a | & ¢,2ARiRyton Historical Magazin@Oct. 1987 47.

3" |nformation ca. 1912Silbermanet. al.,& a | & g,&AgifRyton Historical MagazinéOct. 1987).
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Brief History of Alexandria Countyhich served as a propaganda piece for the strengths
of living in the growing suburbs of Arlingtotf?

Mackey was not alone in taking artige role in both politics and development at
this time. Attorney and Superintendent of Schools James E. Clements sold lots for $200
each with $5 down and $5 a month in the area around Fort ¥Agiarge part of his
advertisement strategy revolved arotinel clearup campaign and white, middle class,
Democrat hegemony of the arfaleague member Charles I. Simms developed several
properties within the Glencarlyn neighborhood wheralke resided’® A lawyer by
trade, Simms overtly linked his suburban amobi$ to the rise of political and economic
control of the County by League members like himaélén advertising his
neighborhoodd-e boasted hat wupon his arrival to the co
exerted an active interest in the political and ectin@ffairs of the County, being
particularly active in the crusade against
invol vement he was able to create some of
instrument al in Abringingi tioErégnhlgon@lsount y so

used his tacticto sell hisproperties.

37> Mackey,A Brief History of Alexandria County, Virgii207).

¥®RoseArlington County, VirginiflhT ¢ 0 LI mp T ®T W Y SdiertiSemenj da.3%08y a5 d[ 2 (
Mackey A Brief Historpf Alexandria County, Virginiél907) p 42.
%" Rose Arlington County, Virginjg1976) p 157.

¥8Charles I. Simmé { A R¥ahEstte¢ dveltisemeny, ca. 1900.Mackey A Brief Historpf Alexandria

County, Virginia(1907) p 46.
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During the late 1910s and early 1920s Frank Lyon and his Lyon & Fitch Realty
Company subdivided and sold 465 acres in Arlindgtoearly three percent of all the
land in the county’® In accordance with thenetsof the City Beautiful Movement,
ALyon stressed the virtues of the family a
nei ghborhoods that stressed*®fiesea@eswaael ues w
divided between his twocommunities: Lyon Park and Lyon Village. The Lyon properties
hel ped to transform Arlingtonds built envi
to the growing subdivisions within Clarendon, Lyon set his sights on creating an entirely
pre-planned shdivision where he would be able to control all elements of the
environment®!

After years developing smaller additions to existing communities, Lyon began his
creation of a standardized, middle class environment in 1919 with the creation of Lyon
Park. Thd ar ger of his two devel opments at 300
estate devel opment i ff?Frgm thepffices cdloyonParlon it s o
Station in Clarendon Frank Lyon and his business partners within Lyon and Fitch Realty,
CW.Fitth and Charl es Win-lag activelyhsold theyr praldited s o n

community.

a2y YR CAGOKE LYyO®s G¢KS . 221 2F 2FaKAy3ad2yy [ @&:

%80 Amy Ballard¢Historical Analysis of Lyon Paridnpublished PapeMay 1988, p5, Vertical File: Lyon

Park,CLH.

¥lRosed ¢ KS w2fS 2F CNIyl [@&2y FYR |1 A& ! aaz@alasa Ay i
ArlingtonHistorical Magazing(Oct 1976) p 4&9.; Ballard,éHistorical Analysis of Lyanl N@938;, CLH

%2 ClarendorCitizens AssociatioGlarendon, Virginiaca 1920,brochure, Vertical File: Lyon Pa@d, H.
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LYON VILLAGE

Midway between the business section of Washington and the
Washington Golf and Country Club via the Arlington Mcmorial
Bridge: a ten-minute drive through Federal Parks and Reser-
vations over Washington’s Finest Boulevard Approaches.

~Zo Mife_Radid2

e pie J
Army Navy & Marine o~
Countryy Club- L o %

Aglance at the map shows you how conveniently important points may
be reached over the new Memorial Bridge or the Key Bridge, but
it cannot give you any idea of the ALTITUDE, BEAUTY

and PICTURESQUENESS of

LYON VILLAGE
Here, in Washington's finest close-in  Close proximity to downtown Wash.
suburb, are ideal homes. 1In the midst  ington insures the owners of an ever-
of native trees and rippling streams, increasing property value. Bus lines

beautiful parks are being provided, fully and electric cars denote extreme ac-
equipped for the amusementof children,  cessibility. . X

Drive out and see how quick the approach, and how attractive homes
3 these
in charming *“Old Virginia"

FOR INSPECTION CALL

LYON & FITCH, ING.

Maln 4198

Figure 20
Fr ank Ly o-mi@die clasp lpyentVillage focused on road, not rail, connections in its advertisements

revealing a shift in stburban development styles by the 1920&yon and Fitch, Inc., "Lyon Village "
(advertisement), ca. 1920yertical File: Lyon Park, Arlington Central Library, Center for Local History.
Arlington, Virginia.

For his next project, Lyon Village, Lyondasedon adding an uppaniddle-class
neighborhood to Arlington. Though they only emerged four years apart, these two
communitesemerged at the shift between the rail and the personal automobile. The

Parkés devel opment and adwetpothe\dSnsommilways
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stationwher eas the Village highlighted the c¢com
Washington, just fifteen minutes by car across the upcoming Memorial Bfftige1923
when Lyon Village begarLyon sought to make a name for his commymtthe
Asubstantial suburban existenceo that he h
Lyon Park and many of the other suburbs of the time, Lyon Village had standardized,
pre-platted lots, each with 50 foot frontages, and included a park anawoity center
for community resident®*

Many of these new communities found success in seeking out members of the
new middle class, including builders, bookkeepers, lawyers, and tedtHgus, agreat
portion of the success and growth of these communmglesd onthe growth of the
federal government and the successful courting of federal workers to come to
Arlington.*® Administrations and federal staffs that first grew in Reconstruction
continuedo expand with World War One and remained high following the conflict,
greatly expanding federal employmefs the federal government continued to expand

~

Athe pressure of popul ation upon area and

Wrezy YR CAGOKSE da¢KS . 221 WahbcalZiledyoh BalirR yY [ &2y +Af f
®Ballarddd A AG2NRAOFf | yI(f988aCLH. 2F [ &2y tF N] Zé
385

Silberman, et. ald a I & g,2A#ifRyton Historical Magazin€Qct. 1987).

386 Mackey,A Brief History of Alexandria County, Virgifi&07) p 36.
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forcnghe peopl e into [Arlington] County, 0 whe
of... government clerks" were busily being constructéd.

Frank Corbett's "Corbett Tract," originally targeted at uppeldle class
residents able to buy large lots and Victorieomes, was rebranded as "Barcroft” to
actively court federal workers with smaller lots and Cottage style h&th@arlin
Springs syndicate advertised fAto all men a
stated sal ari es o **fFedeal golieenment Wbrkers@d@unteddot t a g e s
the vast majority of the residents for tdaywood communityCl| e ment 6 s devel og
in Fort Myer wooed potenti al buyers by hig
convenient to empl d9Ywhenshe &rfgbaunhfamilygdecidedrton me n t .
relocate from Southeast Washington in 1$hmuel Krigbaumborn shortly before the
move, recalled that his parents chose to m
Vi r g P®'rikeamany of their neighbors, they chaseungalow in Lyon Village near
the trolley, allowing household head Orlando Krigbaum to continue to work for the

Bureau of Printing and Engraving.

%7 Mackey,A Brief History of Alexandria County, Virgifi®07) p 36.W2 Ky C2 N¥ S &undag 9 RA (1 2 NA& |
Chronicle;1881; Constance McLaughlin Greaitashington: Village and Capital, 180878.(New Jersey:
Princeton University Press, 1962) p 15.

Wot AT I 0SGK 21 fGSNE 6d¢KS Arlgich MigtoricaMag&ASDIZIR)SINE 2 F . | NI
(Oct 2003).

%9 Carlin Springs Syndicate/ F NI Ay { LINAY 34 ¢ RG 8 ReBANIBOELSHSIPLHL = My y T =

0 RoseArlington County, Virginigl976) p 15T Wl YS& 9 & /diediséBeyfi)cail®004 [ 2 a¢ o
Mackey A Brief Historpf Alexandria County, Virginiél907) p 42.

%1 Mr. Samuel Krigbaum, interview bjary Ellen DidionEebruary 25, 1988/ertical File: Lyon Village

CLH.
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These nevand expanding communitie@gerethe result of increased attention and
investment by developers ahdosters on the countyide level This process begat
the turn of the century argtewthroughout the first two decades of the twentieth century
The continued developmelmked the County together as one suburban environment
resulting in the end dheseparate and isolated suburban villagelel This can be seen
through the 1914 Suburban Control Ordinance which required all new developments to
get approval by the County Engine&f Thiswasmeartt 0o ensure that the
aesthetics, amentis , and vision fit with the county?o
incorporated into the fabric ofThshe county
legislation was approved by the County Board of Supervisors Edward Duncan, Robert L.
Walker, and W.C. Wiirt, with the influence of county politicians Crandal Mackey,
Treasurer E. Wade Ball, of the Ball family, and Clerk George H. Rucker, a builder and
frequent contractof® on Lyonds devel opments
At the same time that these boosters were actively creaigbgborhoods the
residents of their communities began to embrace their aims of active involvement in
countywidepol i ti cs. As Arlingtonds suburban nei
began creating community organizations. Contemporary observers bidastade count y

abounds in... subdivisions each having its association of citizens who exercise a decided

%92 RoseArlington County Virginid1976) p 222.National Register of Historic PlacAshton Heights

Historic Districtpy Kristie Baynard, et. al2002,p 127

B Aad2NAOFE wSaSENDK /2YYAGGSSE I NYAy3IG2y | Aadz2NR Ol
Assembly; 1847-196Q¢ Arlington Hisbrical MagazineVol. 4, No. 1 (Oct. 1969).
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influence up cHAlcowa Heighty neighbdrhadd advertiéements

encouraged future residents pafticipate in the development of a civic aoomity, to

share your responsibility in the maintenance of our government, to be a citizen and a

votero through parti ¢ Beaveen 00 andi914 hese or ga

community associations came into being in Cherrydale, Fort Myer, Rosemont, Ballston

Court House, and Clarenddnn t wo years Clarendonds Assoc

members to 350, making it the largest citi
To this end other community organizations developed. Many white Arlingtonians

were slaver, with some exceptions, than their African American counterparts in creating

schools, churches, fraternal organizations, and businesses within their communities, for

their communities. Perhaps they considered themselves well served by options open to

them in the nearby metropolitan areas of Washington and Alexandria. Or perhaps their

trajectory from suburban village to cohesive suburban community evolved more slowly

than their black counterparts who had once

muchlike their creation of suburban communities, once white Arlingtonians began this

kind of social growth their development moved exceptionally quickly. White residents

established brancheMa s on and Patronds League fraterr

Eastern Star ladies auxiliaf@ommunity stores developed alongside these new social

394

Mackey A Brief Historpf Alexandria County, Virginiél907) p 26.
¥ YSNAOFY wSI & 9 E Géverysehtent)ach. LD Redital FileS Alcavé teights
CLH.

3% RoseArlington County Virginjg1976)p 157; ClarendorCitizens AssociatioGlarendon, Virginiaca

1920,brochure, Vertical File: Lyon Pa@, H.
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institutions.Expanding bgond community stores, 920 Clarendoevenfeatured two
large chain stores, host of smaller stores, including a barber shop andsaioly store,
five grocers, five physicians, one dentist, and several businesses linked to the housing
market, including building contractors and realtSfsThese social and economic links
helped ceate an interconnected suburban environment amongst residents, reinforcing the
work undertaken by Arlington's politicians and developers towards that end.

Throughout these periods of growth and centralization of county affairs, the
count yo6s apitaAlexaadriaCity comirsidd to loom. After the county
separated from the city in 1870 Arlingtono
early 1910s as Arlingtonds s ubawthdtaen enviro
value of the lands they had t@nd began to position themselvesakeland from the
county**®In two court casesoncludingi n 1915 and 1929 the state
Appeals deemed that Ait is necessary and e
Alexandria should bexet e n §°&Vith thiese new boundaries Arlington lost 3,000 acres
to Alexandria.This significant loss of territory, resources, Hlaikes, sources of revenues,

communities, and tax base shook Arlingtono

%7 ClarendorCitizens Associatiolarendon, Virginiaca 1920 brochure,p 36, Vertical File: Lyon Park,

CLH.

BCB.RoseJr,d! YYSEFGAZ2Y 2F | t2NIA2Yy 2F I NIAyHé&2y /[ 2dzyieé
Arlington Historical Magazing(Oct 1964) p286T h¥FAOS 2F GKS /[ 2dzyidé al yl 3SN
GKS . 2dzyRENASE 2F ! NY Ay3d2001)./ 2dzy e +ANBAYALIE 06+ANE

PhFFTAOS 2F GKS /2dzyteée alyl3ISNE ! NFAy3Ad2ys a! | Aadz!l
(Virginia: 1955, 2011.For more information on the impact of annexation on African American

communities within the lands transferred to Alexahdr / AG& 4SS YNRalGey wod az2z2y:
Housing Crisis in Alexandria, Virginia, 19@0p c jfité &irginia Magazine of History and Biograpiuy.

124, No. (2016)p 2868;Rose& ! YYSElI GGA2y 2F | t 2NIA2Yy 2FdiaiNI Ay 3Ji2y
M o m Phe Arlington Historical Magazii®ct 1964).
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powerful caunty government with even more crassmmunity control must be created if

they were to control the county's development and suburban vision.

ANLINGTON COunTy
¥ o~
.
""h‘._‘ (\\
»",J

DECEMBER
1929

RIVER

POTOMAC

Figure 21

This map shows theareas annexedy the Cityof Al exandri a in 1915 BRraftddbgW.29. @Are
B. Allison and B. Sims. Office of the County Manager, Ar
County, Virginiao (Virginia: 1955, 2011.).

Impacts on Black Arlington
Beyond the irpacts on black Rosslyn, all of these political, physical, and ideological

changes in the white community had substan
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communities. The physical growth of so many white communities meant that new
neighborhoods encroaett on existing black communities. That was the case @eQu
City. In 1910 the Arlingtorbased Barbor Williams and Co. Real Estate and Insurance
group began subdividing lots for the white Highland Park neighborff8@kvelopers
realized that the landrourdQu e en Ci t y, -hd@ftmites feom ana AS0 feed n e
higher than Washington Cityé situated on
ideal Il ocation for a %eeraluitnigituoln éssu bbul rabcakn
unique existence in desiraldecas meantthea c cor di ng t o Hi ghl and
advertisements hese bl ack families had a&elpeedss t
Amake | i f e Butdalso meahtihat whitegyland developers sought out these
same ar eas, phlackcommgniti@sral riskrofgvhit® anéreachment.

Beyond encroaching physically on lands previously designated as African
American these communities also established housing types distinct from black
Arlington. The distinct aesthetic choices between nigdelack and white residents
established racial inconsistencies visible across neighborhoods. These conflicting visions
of preferred suburban environments provided whites with allegedlyawal grounds to
attack black suburban communities as undesirdbite Ar | i ngt onds Af r i
communities homes were predominately constructed by individual builders. This resulted

in more diversity in type and a slower development for a community generally. But in

400Mackey,A Brief History of Alexandria County, Virgifi®07) p 48.Arlington County Government,

Aurora/ Virginia HighlandsPreliminary Draft of Committee, Reports Neighborhood Conservation
Program by Aurora Highlands Civic Associatidnugust 1969RG 15Neighborhood Civic Association, Box
22, CLH.

a0t Mackey,A Brief History of Alexandria County, Virgii®207) p 48.
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Arl ingtonds new and e xtpeanaighborhgodswbhre t e ¢ o mmu n
subdivided and homes were builtatorfee. ank Lyonés devel opments
beyond just a centralized community design to create a streamlined environment with
homogenous houses. fiReady c tewchihiceuodstyed pr ov
to be built by professional builders with relationships to L{f6many Lyon Park homes

were constructedssomewhat modest wood frame Queen Anne and Bund&fdwater

builders useduburbanized iterations of the Craftsman, ColonialiRévand Tudor

Revival styles. Similarly, the homes developed in Lyon Villagesvpeofessionally built,
singlefamily, large, brick homes restricted to the Classic, Colonial, Mission, or Tudor

revival stylesi®® This standardization was not unique to Lgmstibdivisionsln Highland

Parkfor example the Barbor WilliamSompany not only subdivided lands for the entire
neighborhood at once, they also constructed all the homes for their puréffasers.

Arlington's subdivisions were becoming increasingly standardized at this time. This
standardization existed within subdivision borders, with uniform lots, layouts, and home
choices, and across communities, creating an increasingly uniform environmest acro

Arlington's new neighborhoods. This similarity was true across communities because

W Sgaa al ydzFF Oldz2NAY 3 /20 | YR D SayNHlSersClarendodzO1 SNJ + Yy R
Citizens AssociatiogGlarendon, Virginieca 1920,brochure,p 47.Vertical File: Lyon Parkl H.

“CEisherg [ & 2 Y £+1860) fp L5THH.
% Nationd Register of Historic Placdsjon Parlistoric District, Arlington Countyjrginia Setion 8, p
174.

405Mackey,A Brief History of Alexandria County, Virgifi®07) p 48.Arlington County Government,
Aurora/ Virginia HighlandsPreliminary Draft of Committee, Reports Neighborhood Conservation
Program by Aurora Highlands GovAssociationAugust 1969RG 15Neighborhood Civic Association, Box
22, CLH.
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many were constructed and designed by the same developers and builders. For example,
Merton E. Church, a pharmacist by trade, developed homes in Clarendon, Ballston,
Livi ngston Heights, and Falls Churth.

These homes also tracked more closely w
bl ack communities. This can be seen most <c
houses. Sears maikder houses were extremely popular i@ wWhite community. Some
of the most popular models in Arlington were the laggghtroom Vallonia model, the
Crescent and Westley Bungalow models, and the Hathaway cottage’fiddmese
homes tracked with national trends. The popularity of these housekite Arlington
began almost immediately upon Sears offering their homes for sale. In 1908, the year
Sears began marketing their homes, the Newman family of Cherrydale purchased the
blue-print and materials for their forsguare style Sears home for $I08°® George
Robert Jackson, Newman worked asagineer in the Distriét® Before moving the
family to Arlington to build their own home the family lived in southwest Washington.

The Newmans chose to modify their Sears-fequare model to meet their needsa

“%®United States Pharmacop@eConventionPharmacopeia of the United StatéBhiladelphia: 1905) p

xxiv; Netherton, Arlington Countyni Virginig (1987).

51 NI AY S | lagsRoebuckiHauses & ArBngtbAslington Historical Magazind/ol. 1Q No. 1
(Oct 1993) [7-15.

BhNRIAYFEfe K2dzaSa 6SNB dzyyl YSRO® ¢KS b deveeny Y2 RSt ¢
$782 and$1,995 in 1908. Sears, Roébli 3 / 2 ® & a 2 RE8dok Of MoG&n Hothdk908) p

10 w20SNI / ® bSgYlYy a9AANKRENI, IS2NBESK Yy KS {5 NBI ad AZT /
Arlington Historical Magazin€ol. 8, No. 3 (Oct. 1987).

“ONewmand 9 A K G & | S| N@ArdefHpusdé Aringtdn Miitorieal Magazing€Oct. 1987).
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family by turning the downstairs bedroom into the kitchen and making the kitchen an

additional room to the rear of the house.

Figure 22
The Newmanfamily ca. 1917 beside their Sears madrder home. Left to right: (Front) Allan and James, (Rear)
Eugene, Irving, Marry Ann Elizabeth, and G.R.J. Newman.mage CourtesyRobert C. Newman.

Delivery of large scale building materials requiredess to rail lines order to
obtain a Sears house, making Arlingtonés r
helpful totheir endeavors. The neighborhoods of Rosslyn, Cherrydale, Barcroft,
Glencarlyn, Fort Myer Heights, Clarendon, Lyon Park, and Lyon Villageng others,
were all serviced by the areads expansi ve
Dominion line in north Arlingtorf’° In addition to access, Sears houses may have been

so popular i n Arlington bec abeaessaetofficdse cou

rryylrolaas a{SFNBE w2 AdingOr HistodcarMRazindOgt 1998F Ay 3G 2y dé
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in Washington, D.C. where residents could get more information about houses and styles
beyond the catalogears houses were so popular that927 Sears featuregunty
resident John LWhite of Clarendon in aationaladvertisemenannouncing how pleased
he was with his Hamilton mod&kars home.
Though black and white Arlingtonians alike had access to these services, there is
no evidence that African Americans in Arlington purchased Sears houses in a manner
similar to their white nghborsPer haps Arl i ngtonds African A
enjoy the style of maibrder homes. But from 1908 until 1940 Sears and Roebuck mail
order catalog sold fottundred different styles of hom&s.With so many models to
account for varying tasg this seems unlikelyAdditionally, individuals could modify
the Sears homes they purchased, as the Newmans did, allowing for further
personalization of these diverse designs. Perhapsgaiced as barrier to entry for
some of Arlingrocas AUricbtaseAm. Material s
cost between $1,023 and $2,385, depending on additions and style éHdiesrecall
that the Volins pai®1,100 in building supplies alone for their Queen City hdfand
African Americans in Arligton had access to loans through African American fraternal

organi zations, |ike the 0Odd Fell ows, in th

*"Katherine Cole Stephenson and H Ward Jdtallises by Mail: A Guide to Houses from Sears, Roebuck,

and Compay. (New York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 1986). Y y I 0 | & RoEbuak HdbisedNIR
Arlingtong Arlington Historical MagazinéOct 1993.

“2Sears, Roebuck & Cé.a 2 RSt | 2 ¥ The HagniforéinBaok Of Modern Homeg1908) p 12.
This home model wakl from 1908 t01914.

Mrdzaly DAfLAYS avdzSSy [ Aleéspa\ettichlRHizoBlack HiKtéyR, CitH: LIS NE W
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strong black communit$:* Additionally, the diversity of models also meant diversity in
price point, making aurelyeconomic explanation unlikelfpespite the possible reasons
ranging from personal tastes to access to funds, the fact remains that tbederailouse
playeda major partin Ar | i ngt onds expanding white subur
remainedalmost bsent from Arlingtonds bl ack commu:
choices meant that moving forward as white Arlingtonains sought to further a streamlined
and consistent vision for their county the
different notonly because of their residents but because of their styles, providing an
allegedly colotblind critiquethatblack suburbanizatiodid not fit with the county's
residential aesthetics

As each of these communities grew and expanded they also creatsdltfes in
opposi ti on t-estaflishédiAflican American cqgnmenities by ensuring
they were whits-onlyzonesNear | y al | of Arlingtonds new
restrictive covenants. Lyon Par kértgnor estric
any part thereof nor any interest therein shall be sold or leased to any one not of the
Caucasi@®Alcave. Bei ghts covenants stated th
sold or |leased to #&%Bgraadiftdidmtffeatdfesticivean descen

covenants in thei r*ioseatAfrican Aedicans werakeptmita | e s .

Myelinwl OA&AY Ay (KSmdH.GAZ2yQa { SNBAOS

PRosed ¢ KS w2f$S 2F CNIyl [&2y YR 1 A& aaz@rldsa Ay
ArlingtonHistorical Magazing(Oct 1976) (50.

Mo f 020 LYLINROSYSY& nogvcd yes a5SSR

"2 1 G S NHiginal ©é&vSopers of Barcraftrlington Historial Magazine (Oct 2003).
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through unofficial channels of mutual understandBygjaws forthe Barcroft School and

Civic Leagueformally articulated this exclusion, statitftat membeshipbelimited to

residents fAwho are meffbers of the Caucasi a
This racial makeaup was a big selling point for Arlington's white neighborhoods.

A Clarendon advertisement from 1915 advediset only the community's access to

transportation, viewsand suburban homes but also that there was "not a colored resident

within the borders®°When establishing the Town of Potomac in 1908, a company town

for Potomac Yard railway workers goutheastern Arlington, town promoters advertised

it as the firsexclusively white neighborhood inthe st&8L y on Vi | | age 6s

advertisements ensured potential buyers that their beautiful suburban community was

Adestined t o bepadtiourp @ o rosmiutn iways oifr eser ved

race %@'Thsmssetdi on comes on the heels of stati

against objectionable structures from the

highlights how community planners saw standardization in the built environment and

racial homogeneity asvb parts of one greater whole for improving and controlling the

future growth of Arlington to create exactly the kinds of environment they thought ideal.

Once these two elements were mastered they

*8BarcroftSchool and Civic League, 1908, Vertical File: Barcroft, CLH.; Jane Md@Qstade pf Barcroft
Community Vertical File: Barcroft, CLH.

Peowd | SFHESes a/ft+FNBYRZY MiSchllEilsoMIetdo@LR. dzy & 5ANBOG 2!

*20Rosslyn Civic Associatiddirectory and Year Book, Rossk{ffhe Colonial Printery, 1924Rpse,

Arlington County Virginig1976),p 159.

a2y YR CAGOKE a¢KS . 321 mzpdVedicalkehydh @GN, [ 82y =+ Af f
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integrity and permamec e of | and valuesodo for themsel ve:

into the future.

Conclusion
White Arlingtonians began creating suburban neighborhoods at the close of the

Reconstruction era. Though slower than their African American counterparts to develop
communities and move on from Arlingtonds r
realized the potential of the area for suburban homes and development to fulfill the need
of Washington workers they developed dozens of new communities. Rail line iexpans
aided this development throughout the county. Wh fel ectri c rail ways
door and costly villas on ever y*sublrhan Ar | i
villages, centrally planned within their borders but isolated socially ansiqatly from
one another, dotted the county.

But more than just commuter connections were needed to spark suburban
devel opment in Arlington. Arlingtonds boos
in state and county politics. They understood that being able to create a lucrative
investment reqgued control of county affairs through political control. Leaders like
Crandal Mackey, Frank Lyon, and the other businesdmeno st er s of t he Goo
League undertook political reform movements designed to put themselves in control of
Ar | i n g twih andl devedppneent. This increased control allowed boosters to move on
from isolated suburban villages to begin the creation of one contiguous suburban

environment. These aims were increasingly

22 ¢Article £ TheMonitor, October 30, 1903RoseArlington County, Virginiél976) p 157.
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also moved from sng their communities in competition with neighboring areas to
being a part of a courmyide whole with shared laws, institutions, and aimsl914 he
first steps toward this level of contdoécame a realitwith the Suburban Control
Ordinancethe first piece of legislation controlling suburban development on the county
wide level. Now planners and boosters were ready to expand their vision for the county
even further as they moved into the first decades of the twentieth century.

Their particular visia for the county was one based on a centralized,
standardizedore-planned environment filled with the latest styles of middle class homes.
A large part of this developmental vision relied on an environment dominated by all
white communities. To obtain thpolitical control necessary to shape county politics
Arlington and Virginia politicians worked together to remove African Americans from
formal politics with Virginiads 1902 Const
constitution removing African Aear i cans from f or mal political
Good Citizen League reform candi dape@stke&ch
county by attacking saloons and gambling houses which served integrated clientele,
served as one source of blaclsimess, and existed in Rosslyn along with an African
American enclave. Once they were in control of county politics and had undertaken their
clearrup campaign, these men as well as other enterprising developers took an active role
building and advertisingtreamlined, centralized, and gkanned suburban
communities. These ever expanding communities were increasingly linked physically and
socially to the neighborhoods around them, moving beyond the suburban village model.

In advertising these new commugrits Ar | i ngtondés strict racial
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politics and whitesnly buying policies were featured selling points. Because whites in
Arlington were slower to create these suburban communities they were forced to develop
around preexisting African Anerican communities which often existed in locations
developers thought of as ideal. This would lead to conflicts moving forward.

The kinds of environments created within these wkotdyg zones were distinct
from their black counterparts. White Arlingtans were more likely to live in
communities platted, planned, and built at once by a central developer. This made them
more standardized than their black counterparts. The homes constructed in these
communities were also more likely to be built by prafessl builders and fit with
national trends, such as Sears roadler houses which were very popular for white
Arlingtonians but are virtually unseen in the neighborhoods of black Arlington. This
meant that, as Arlington continued to develop, difference®sthetic between black and
white became increasingly acute, giving white developers something beyond race to point
to as they sought to take blacks' lands for themselves, just as they had done with the
closing of Fr eedman 0 sontihuetd &nd gnpliied Mbveig e s a me
forward, as Arlingtonds | eaders continued

white, streamlined vision whose development and profits they controlled. These trends

had profound effects on black Arlingtonians.
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CHAPTER THREE -"SO THAT WE MAY OCCU PY OUR RIGHTFUL
PLACE" *** POPULATION BOOM AN D CHANGING REALITIES FOR BLACK
ARLINGTONIANS

Figure"23 A
This map shows the increasingly subdivided and suburban landscape of Arlington at the turn of theentieth
century. Howell and Taylor,i Map of Al exandria County, MW[190Q]iMap a for t he

Division, LOC.

2 Elks Proclamation 1927, RG 11: Papers of Edmund C. Fleet, B6X&7, CLH.
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Realizing the potential of the county as a suburban residential environment,

Arl ingtondés whi t e subwbamdcemnunities. Riscdnmededtmu | t i pl e
physical space and developed by individual boosters without one central vision, these

white communities created distinct suburban villages. Throughout the first thirty years of
the twenti et h c e rboostersyplanntrs, Bnd pofiticians exgandadh i t e
their suburban visianof preplanned, white, middlelass communities. Their visions

moved from community level regulation to broader attempts at control through €ounty

wide legislative changes which governeldere and how communities and their people

could live and grow. The physical expansion of new and existing white commyauitces

the laws governingthens ont i nued to i ncrease until Arli
continuous suburban environméfit.

Asthese realities c hamigsad communitiashagtoonds bl
continuallyadapt . As Arlington6s white | eaders er
power, and white communities transitioned from suburban villages to a densely settled
suburban evironment, local black communities took a path that was similar but distinct.

The suburban village model of Arlingtonods
of black communities in Arlington. Though neighborhoods sometimes grew up in

physicali® | ati on fr om one an odthwesternArkngtanlor as Hal |
enclaves dotted across the county, they were never socially isolated the way white

suburban village communities were. A resul

“?*Bennett v. Garreft132 VA 397, (Opinion JuthB, 1922).Cases Decided in the Supreme Court of
Appeals of Virginiayol. CXXXII, (Richmond: David Bottom, Superintendent of Public Printing, 1922) p 400.
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Ar | i ngt chuctes dnd cther kommunity institutions were all eoossmunity
organizations which were built for, supported by, and in support of black Arlingtonians
from across the counf{y®> Even community institutions that provided services on a more
narrow communy level, like small stores and schools, also provided links across
communities by serving those beyond their borders.

Arlingtonds changing realities towards
more racially motivated legislatigoinedlocal and stalevel legal changes to establish
residential segregation laws that were policed by increasingly hostile white
Arlingtonians. With these new realities, black Arlingtonians used new arekstng
community institutions, familial relations, employmentdanew strategies to preserve
communities in an attempt to maintain a spacelfemselves in suburban Arlington.

This occurredduring a time when community numbers declined as a result of outside
pressures and Arlingtonost &bblaek poplL9@di Amnl
African American population represented 38% of the total population at 2,467 out of a
total population of 6,430. By 1930 the cou
African American population remained fairly consist at 3,337, now only accounting

for about 12% of ¥he countyo6s popul ation.

Multiple Generations of Community Organization

2 african Americans from nearby Fairfax County and Alexandria City also attended these churches.

Alexandria City Governmerfinding The Fort: A History of an African American Neighborhood in Northern
Virginia, 1860<1960s by Krystyn R. Moon, (Virginia, September 2014).

“5c B. Rose&rlington County, Virginia: A Histoyirginia: ArlingtorHistorical Societyl976) p 247248.
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Arlington County lost over 3,000 acres in the annexations to Alexandria City in
1915 and 1929, 65% oldndahethxfbas¥’ Daspite thislassof i ct 6 s
l and, more and more white communities cont
black communities and enclaves. But following these significant losses of land, Arlington
leaders realized that they needed toserpd t hei r contr ol over the
the community level if they were going to be able to remain in control of their county. In
response, Arlingtonds white boosters, deve
unified suburban environmeritrbugh increased zoning, planning, and municipal
improvement laws. These laws were created in opposition to black communities in an
attempt to take those lands for themselves. In the state of Virginia all local, -teveity
legal powers must be specifibagranted by the Virginia General Assembdynd sahese
leaders also vigorously pursued stiseel changes to provide the county more influence
to govern itself and its people.

At the same timéhatwhite Arlington communities grew and expanded their
social and political power over the region, the black commurtiieshad beenreated or
expanded following the cl osur e toefrpldee e ed man
within the county as strong, black neighborhoddse strengthening of these
conmunities was due in |l arge part to Arling

stable population.

P"RTFAOS 2F GKS [/ 2dzytée al ylF3aISNE ! NYP Ay3dzys ! | Aadz!
(Virginia: 1955, 2011.).
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New churches were formed while existing church buildings and congregations
grew. These churches were pillars of the community, providing religiocigl sand
community support. Though they grew up within specific communities, churches
providedcrosc o mmuni ty | inks. When St. Johndés Bap
ButlerHo|l mes nei ghborhood in 1903, for exampl ¢
peop e within the [ Green Va-Hdneydommuditesinsonos
pointing to the more inclusive and broader
black communities compared to their white countergafts.

Neighborhood foundddenry Holmesand his children were founding members of
St . J o h rchusch!B@hprehiinstitutions were family affairs, allowing entire
families to participate together. At Green
generations of the Rowe family worshipeddther. Community leader William A.
Rowe, who relocated to that community afte
therewith his entire family R o w eirdlaw Thomas Henry West, who married Anne
Rowe in the late 1880s, was also an early suppoftée church. In 1922 when the
churchdés original 1876 structure was i n ne
|l eaders, including Solomon H. Thompson, ea

constructio"°R o w es@nsGeorge K. Rowe, his wife Martha EllearBe, and their

““MarciaM. Miller{ G & W2KyQa . LIGAAGE / KANKENY ApheYChifcdA @ 2 WZ K ¥ @ NE .
Pamphlet, October 31,988) RG 6: Arlington County Churches, Bog4H.

42 pid.

0 Alfred O. Taylor, JiBridge Builders of Nauck/ Green Valley: Past and Pré8ennsylvania: Doorance

Publishing, 2015).
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nine childrenwere also congregation memhé&tsGeorge Rowe served as a deacon at
AME Zion. The church was often the first place
the community. Edmund Fleet, Jr. was the third generation of Fle&tBngtoni his
grandfather Hirammadmi gr at ed t o Freedmanés Village 1in
was born. Like his grandfather and father before him, the younger Flepaviasilarly
active in the community, beginning his life of participation &adlership at the Mt. Zion
Baptist Church.
Young Arlingtonians coming of age in the first decades of the twentieth century
also gained community connections through schools. Black schools were created or
expanded in Green Val bed, HRB*KérhperiBechbolim hns on
Green Valley grew in 1903 from a simple eme®m, woodframe building to a much
larger four room, twestory brick buildingLocal Green Valley resident Noble N.
Thomasbuilt this new schogimaking Kemper School the finstiblic building in
Arlington designed andonstructed by an African American. Schools acted as iaber
intra- community institutionsThey fostere@rosscounty connections by hosting
community social functiong his became a necessity because new &spractices
made all recreation in Arlington County segregated during the early twentieth cEftury.

Whiteonl y recreation zones included Luna Parl

Blal Aad2NE 27T SEKblisyedd SperCN.DY) AViertical File: Black HistpBLH.

“2Seymour B. Stjl { OK2 2 f . dzA f RA y-EDA9¢ Arlifigton NibtdrigaEMagaying/ol W dNo.H
3(Oct1979).CB.Rose, Jrat dzof A O { OK22f & Ay | NI AWHIGNRYI87TB A 4 G NR Ol 2
1905¢ Arlington Historical MagazineVol. 3, No. 1 (Ocil965) p 1739.

*3Mary Louise Shafed wS ONB | G A 2y Ag208 ANidigtoryHistores! Maggzinadol. 6, No. 2
(Oct 1978).
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beach on the Potomac, and Carlin Springs picnic ground. In respam$actoof services
provided by public and private entities in
provided youth and family activities.

These schools @re not without their problems. ddt black schools laigpoorer
accommodationdarger class sizeand fewer grades than their white counterparts.
Arlingtonds parents and | eaders continued
children of their communittMany from Ar |l i ngtonb6s second ge¢
families contributed to this develogent as teachers. For example, all three of Harry W.
Grayob6s daught er s, seivadateachers$dhe eountyaHerdy Mar t h a,
Hol mesd son Sumner and his daughter Mari e
teachers at Kemper School beginnind @94%** These teachers joined parents to lobby
Arlington for improved schools, attempting to match the opportunities provided to white
children. Since the creation of thmdr firs
sought neighborhood schoolsst of their community development and to create a
protected space for their children to grow and learn. This lackadunty education
impacted the generation that came of age in Arlington in the early 1900s, shaping how
they felt about the importanoé local education for their own children. In 1913 Kemper
Principal Ella Boston petitioned Arlington County Superintendent for the creation of an
eighth grade. Before that time black students who completed the seventh grade must

either travel intothe Disti ct t o attend one of Washington

“Roseat dzof A0 { OK22f & AeyandriddCoanty Yifgiig, 184005 AiidgtdGT 2 T
Historical Magazin€éOct 19635.
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schools, or, as was the case for many students, leave school and join the workforce.
Bostonds petition was successful alw she w
of educationthepr ovi ded to white students in the c
class included Henson Thompson, a fourth generation Green Valley resident and son of
communityleaderSolomon H. Thompsoft> Each school was also connected to
Arl i ngt on 6 s assthraugtkthe mahaadshigeprogramsaintywide fraternal
organizationsDespite disparities in accommodations by t he 1910s each o
three magisterial districts had at least one school to provide for the education of African
Americans’®This was significant because Arlington
primarily with young families and their children. In Queen City in 1910, children
between the ages of 8 and 15 made up half of the total community pop{itation.

Like the churches anti¢ schoolsthe Odd Fellows and the Masons continued to
grow. Other organizations, suchthe Improved Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks
of the World Lodge in 1911yere established and expanded in Arlington. It was not
uncommon for individuals toebinvolved with several or all of these organizations,
helping to foster a tightknit communitgdmund CFleet, Jr. was as a member or officer

in Arlington6s Odd Fell ows, EIl ks, and Maso

drew from the new generation of black Arlingtonians. Many membership rolls feature

% Taylor,Bridge Builders dflauck/ Green Valley2015).

% City Council of Alexandria v. Alexandria County efRetprd No. 773Virginia Supreme Court of
Appeals, 1915)CB.RoseJr.,a ! YYSEIF GA 2y 2F |t 2 Nfe\Chyof Aefandriad Ay 3G 2y

1915¢ Arlington Historical Magaziné/ol. 2, No. 4 (Oct 1964).

*¥7US Census, 190(Washington, D.C.: Government Printmg FA OS0 ®T { dzaly DAf LAY S dv
(Unpublshed Paper, July 19, 1984) p/rtical File: Black Histog?2, CLH.
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several generations of families. Father and sanidl C. Fleet, Sr. and Jr. and extended
kin Henry, Ammon, and Ammon, Jr. Holmes served together as'Elkkis was also
true for t he \wheDeghi@rElk and kausehol of Rehslodgesich
formed for the first time during these decades exampleEd mund Sr . 6s wi f e
Fleet was an officer and founding member of the Daughter‘&lks.

The new generation of Arlington leaders was well educated in local schools and
grew in an interconnected community, filled with family and institutiargpsrting their
confidence and | eadership. The core values
Aemphasized academic education and church
and per son a®GeomegneHsthen Coepertof Green Valley edlu
education so dearly that they saved to purchase a set of encyclopedias for their three
daughters before the family had either electricitindoor plumbing in their hom#&"*
Under their | eader s hi providedforthegivesseedds ofb | ac k i
their communityandb e came i ncreasingly political. Wit

constitution in 1902, which | imited bl ack

438Henry and Ammon are brotherElksd 9 f { a S ¥ 0 $INEB M Papers of Edmund C. Fleet, Box
3,CLH.

“39N.E. Fleetto Arlington Lodg No. 384, November 27, 1923, RG 11, Box 3, File 4,\@litdd States
Census, 191Washington, D.C.: Governmdntinting Office) database with

images FamilySeardfttps://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MPGRFY : accessed 28 August 2015),
Edmund C EEt Jr. in household of Edmund C Fleet Sr., Arlington, Alexandria, Virginia, United States;
citing enumeration district (ED) 9, sheet 7B, family 153, NARA microfilm publication T624 (Washington,
D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.dl)nketrofilm 1,375,633.

MG . A2IANF LIKE 2F / KFENISa 5NBss¢é ¢KS / KNadn@libraw 5NB g t |
of Medicine Bethesda, Marylandahttps://profiles.nim.nih.gov/ps/retrieve/Narrative/BG/mid/336>

a4l Taylor,Bridge Builders dflauck/ Green Valley2015).
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organizations took on more political issues. These organizations took active stances
guestions of black civil rights. In their
Awe demand more civil rights for which we
pl ace as citi ze r%Inldufe ofddlB thefirseraaldmoh ofth@ t r y . 0
NAACP formed in Falls Church with the express goals of working against discrimination

and segregatioff> The Town of Falls Church straddled the line between Arlington and
neighboring Fairfax counties from its founding in 1875 until 1936, atlwbaint the

area of East Falls Church which fell within Arlington was ceded to the county. Falls
Churchwas t hought of as fAthe | argest*™incorpor
Piggy-backing off of the formation of this local NAACP, in 1920 Green Valley

community leaders, including Noble N. Thomas, spearheaded the creation of the
Arlington County Col 8Teshssaiaton wagandtrerearly gani z
crosscounty organization for African Americans with the express purpose of increasing

social political, and civil rSogverttlouglewr Arl i ng

black Arlingtonians were active in formal politics, they remained civic minded.

*2E|ks Proclamation 1927, RG 11: Papers of Edmund C. Fleet, BEX&7: Minutes and Resolutions

19245, CLH.

443

Beverly BunciiLyone and Nakeina Dougla@s¢ KS CIl f t & / KdzZNOK / 2t 2NBR [/ AGAT &
GKS 9ailotAaKYSy(d 27T +ANBASMVertey, etCalLoil ié thewda)and . NJ y OK
Hard: One Hundred Years of the NAMIRansas: University of Arkansas Press, 200%jceof the
/| 2dzy & albylF3ISNE ! NY Ay3idz2ys a! | AaG2NE 2F GKS . 2dzyRI

2011.)

***Because of this, the development of the Falls Church branch of the NAACP is very much connected to
I' NI Ay3G2yQa of | Béthurd2Mayodiy Seriatbrdrraiia [Bg@inuargp31, 193RG 12:

Papers of Frank L. Ball, Box 1, FilE1H.

““Rosegt dzof AO {OKz22fa Ay ! NI Ay3Adzy B90FAMIKoNT 2F ! f SEI Y
Historical Magazin€Oct 1965)
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The institutions, connections, and f ami
continuel to grow and expaneven as a new generation of residents who never
experienced living together in one, central community came offagel. i ngt onds new
generations of Africamericanresidents continued cresemmunity connections
becausehey were raiseth asocially tightknit community even though they lived in
geographically separated suburban communities. The continued development and
interconnectivity of black Arlingtondés com
stability of their residets.Residential stability and support for institutions were-self
reinforcing.The children of the freedmen who came to Arlington, many of whom were
born in the county, continued to live in the communities where they were raised. Rosia
Washington Lewis,ta daughter of one of Hall s Hill 0:
Washington, continued to live in her childhood home after marrying husband Richard
Lewis***When the children aheirHa | | 6 s Hi JtHe Robinserisgtloui anr s
their own Benjamin fiBennyo Robinson and on

Hall 6s Hill communi ¥ Bothvehktablisteed homes pf theircowre r ai s

*® United States Census, 191@/ashington, D.C.: Government Printing OfficBjchard Lewis in

household of James Washington, Washington, @delxia, Virginia, United Statesiting enumeration
district (ED) 14, sheet 2B, family 41, NARA microfilm publication (Vé&ghington, D.C.: National
Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,375,633.

7 As of the 1870 Census, thenere seven Robinson children agéa@ to 3years In his oral history,
.Sy2lrYAY a.Syyeé w20 Ay a2 ynmentionk nly sk JisieKthoOgh hkehid | Y R
three. Sara Collins, et &NBSRY Iy Qa +AfftF3SY | NI, AAidgibe, Vigiaia: The N& G
Black Heritage Museum of Arlington County, 2002jited States Census, 187®/ashington, D.C.:
Government Printing Officéjdex and

images FamilySearckhttps://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MFGYXT : accessed 18 April 2015),
Benjamin H Robinson in household of B H Robinson, Virginia, United States; citing p. 72, family 217, NARA
microfilm publcation M593 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL
microfilm 553,157.. Sy 2F YAY a. Syy e ¢ waliam MaiieNSemben6[i2808.3 At S ¢Q 40 &
Hill Oral History ProjecCLH.

4802
C NJ
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just a few blocks from their childhood hoff Edmund C. Fleet, Jr. contied to live in

the ButlerHolmes Community where he was raisad did Solomon H. Thomgs in

Green ValleyThese examples are representative and not unique, creating a stable black
population with deep roots as opposed to the new white migrants comimg inAr | i ngt on

white communities from across the state.

Federal Employment and Land Boom
As the area becangcontiguously settled suburban environment during this

period mor e than just institutions expanded i
increased developmeimpacted and was impacted by changes in employffieint.

1900 the county continued to be home to small farms, continually subdivided for sale to

real estate developeiBairy farming expanded in Arlington, where many of the 379

farms in1900 were dairy farm&? Dairy farming requires very few acres, allowing even

smal | farms to provide fresh milk to Washi
perishable product was safest when purchased locally. As the twentieth century

progressedmsal | f arms al so increasingly became 0

*8 Hischildhood homewas locatedat 19" Road and 271 Street North, Arlington, Virgini®enjamin

G. Syyeé w20Ayazys AYGSNBASSG o6& 2AffAlFY a@MNRaI b2@SY
*“9For the impacts of federal employment on black suburban community development in tHeington
' NS  &aS8S BuiliNg\®mmuhittIRAsing for Midditass African Americans in Washington,
D.C., and Prince GeorgeCounty, Maryland, 196@ o p p = ¢ Hodsing \Washington: Two Centuries of
Residential Development and Planning in the dfwl Capital Areadited by Ricahrd Longstrefi€hicago
ll.: Center for American Places at Columbia College Chicago, 2010).

**9United States Census 19Q®/ashington, D.C.: Government Printing Officdpwelland Taylor & a | LJ
of Alexandria County, Virginia for the Virginia Title,dJ@900], Map Division, LOC.; Arlington County
Register of Historic Placd®eevesland, Torreyson Faioyg,BethBolling(Arlington,March 2002).
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modest crops, usually vegetables, for sale at local markets, primarily in the Bistrict.
Residents beyond farms continued to garden and keep some ahiatdésN. Thomas,
for example, ontinued to keep hogs on his Green Valley propEftfgven though farms

were on the decline, thesyill provided employment opportunities and a rural lifestyle for

a declining number of Arlingtonds resident

Some commerce began to grow in each of Arbngtdé s bl ack communi t

other black communities in the South, Arlington never created a distinct black business
di strict or HiButhlackArlidgoniansoatiwuedodestablish small
shops within their communities, supportingoneuradé&rte r i n Johnsonos

black owned industrial shops along the-fmiés in Queen Cit§>* Most ofblack

Hi

Arlingtonds commerce BWashmaderep ohcésmadlked

barber shop in Hall 6s Hi IsHop amdFriemédyLuncha s t

counter, both operated in Green Valley by the Collins fafiflffor the first time, each of

451Arlington County GovernmeniVilliamsburg Nejhborhood Conservation PlaiVirginia,January 2001)

p 1-41.
2 Arlington County Governmen€ommunity Voices: The Nauck Community Heritage Projgct
Arlington Cultural Affairs (Virgini&ugust 2008).

%3 eslie BrownUpbuilding Black Durham: Gender, $3land Black Community Development in the Jim
Crow Soutl{Chapel Hill: Universityf North Carolina Press, 2008)\gxandria City Governmerfjnding
The Fort: A History of an African American Neighborhood in Northern Virginia; 1860s by Krystyn R.
Moon, (September 2014).; Selden Richard®uilt By Blacks: African American Architecture and
Neighborhoods in Richmond, VirgiiRichmond, Virginia: The Deitz Press, 2007)-f919

he

***Mr. Ernest W. Bowen and Mrs. Josephine Pollard Mitchelfj S NIOA S¢6 o6& 9f arsS { YAGKES

Oral History Project, Center for Local History, Arlington Central Library, Arlington, Viksnieerine

Mosley Ross, interview by Annon., 1995D MnoY CNBSRYl yQ&aCLHAf f | 382 . 2E

“*° Arlington Couny GovernmentHigh View Park Neighborhood Conservation RigrEvelyn Bell, Darnell

Carpenter, Daphine Ruffner, Inez Waynes, Frank Wilson, and Sherri YWauyigig January 1992).
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Arl ingtonds bl atddastanédlacknawned genezasstote ardyrgcer
Johnson6és Hill suppor t e dranthgoomnsunitg denemft or e s .
store in Green Valley. Johnsondés mother Ag
before relocating the family to Green Valley followingth o mmuni t yds <c¢cl osur
continued to work late into her life as a cook for a local white farbiyng his life in
freedom i n Arl i ngt onQGesrgesvasalieltccowrbhisawnk ¢ o mmu n
business and serve the community as a member of the Odw§&f These community

stores were often small endeavors, run by families out of their privateshGneen

Valley resident Thomas H. West ran his contracting and construction business from his

home in Green Vallegndtook the opportunity to teach his ahién about business. All

eight of the West children, male and f emal
business, 0 providing them not only with a
fields fAsuch asé delustenerrelatons, @icingivorkiasxdh ed pr o
pl anni n%g Mank a thelstoes provided delivery services which helped expand a

st or e deyondneighborhoodordersto help the black community more broadt¥.

These new businesses provided emplegt optiongloser to home. They algyovided

Arl ingtonds black residents some insulatio

staying within their community tdo business

***Thomas O'Brien "Historic Survey of Nauck Neighborhood, Arlington gatinginia," (Unpublished

Paper, December 1987 LH. Mr. Ernest W. Bowen and Mrs. Josephine Pollard Mitchell, interview by
9faAS {YAUKI mMdpTtnI I CHEQa | Aff hNIt 1 AaG2NE t N22SOI
457Taylor,Bridge Builders of Nauck/ Green Vali@d15),p 17.

“PEmesi . 26Sy 62NJ SR &4 I RStEADSNE o028 F2NJ GKS 02YYdzy .
FYR aNE® W2ASLIKAYS t2fttFNR aAlOKSttZ AyGENDASSG o0& 9
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The ability to run stores from oneds ho
new ways for families to supplement incomes as subsistence farming, such as that
undertaken in Halldés Hill when the communi
possibility in an increasingly densely settled suburban environment. When further work
outside of the bme was needed, domestic labor was the most common employment type
open to African American women and girls. But, working outside of the home generally
and in domestic labor as a maid, nanny, or cook specifically could put African American
women and girl$n precarious situations. Such close personal interactions and the system
of living-in left women open to all kinds of vulnerabilities, including little to no free time,
as well as emotional, physical, and sexual violéAite.n Johnsonés Hill , S
Maud Chase worked as domestics to help their parents John and Susan support their ten
person household. Their contribution, as well as that of their brother Garfield, who
worked as a farm hand, helped their younger siblings attend school. The Chaseqgirls s
to have lived at home, but other domestics lived with their empl&§fers.

Hal |l 6s Hi |l |l residents El eanor V. Hayson

Margaret Evelyn Wright, worked as domesfitsEleanor worked as a cook for a local

*9Rebecca Sharpless,2 2 | Ay 3 Ay h (i K S RonfegicrVBoyksin teASHuth K186H0
(North CarolinaUniversity of North Carolina Press, 2010).

*0United States Census, 19Q¢@/ashington, D.C.: Government Printing Office) database with

images FamilySeardfinttps://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MMFZQ?7 : accessed 19 September

2015), John Chase, Arlington District, Alexandria, Virginia, United States; citing sheet 8B, family 173, NARA
microfilm publication T623 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives andd®e&dministration, n.d.); FHL

microfilm 1,241,698.

**I Margaret Evelyn Wright, interview Byerry Townsend, Zonta Oral History RatjProgram, December
15, 1974, CLH.
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family and her daugkt Margaret first began working as a hwvemaid at the age of
thirteen. As a livan domestic she only had one day off a week. When her free Sunday
finally came she would try to return to he
circumstances ordal weather meant that visits were not always possible. On her
fourteenth birthday heavy rains prevented Wright from traveling home for her day off.
The next Sunday when she was able to make the journey home after nearly two weeks
away from her familyangihbor asked Wri ght AHow do you |
which she cheekily replied Al reckon same
explained that her mother had given birth the week before. A stunned Wright then replied
Al didnodt krbaw t1fdér sodngest sibliaghad in fact been born on her
birthday, but living and working in isolation from her family she was disconnected from
family events. This shows how domestic work left girls like Wright isolated from their
families. This wa®ne of the reasons black families avoided this type of labor if possible
and instead preferred to take control of their economic situation by opening stores within
their homes that benefitted themselves and their neighbors.

Beyond these small stores andrstic laborAr | i ngt ondés bl ack r e:
for local gas, oll, fertilizer, water, and lighting companies located across the county and
into Alexandria City. Rosslyn was a primary business district, with a packing house,
storage lots, and a wholesaleal business. These industries employed both white and

black workersThe ar eads | argest i nduSkiledcratdmabusi ne

52 bid.
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and unskilled | aborers alike were ®™rawn to
Though the brick yardsweployed black and white laborers, they were a major employer
of African Americans. Josephine Pollard Mitchell, daughter of community leader and
politician James Pollard, recalled that wh
of the local men worked ¢he nearby brickyard€*Wi | son Gray, who | i ve
Hill along with the growing Gray family, worked as a brickyard workdrarles Johnson,
resident of the ButleHolmes community, workedsa brick burner for the BlickVest
brick company'®® The Blick-West brick company in Arlington had an expansive
business. This business continued to grow
growing suburban home development as well as many federal building projects.

Some of these federal buildipgojects reached into Arlington County. New
federal installations grew on the periphery of the existing federal projects Fort Myer,
Arlington National Cemetery, and the Depar
This area also had the highest conceritri on of Ar |l i ngtonds bl ack
nei ghborhoods formed just beyond the bound
forecl osure. As a r-ddamed, and Queéen Rity sllccallédghisHi | |

area home. Thus, new federal exgian projects in the first decades of the twentieth

Cppad | 2L AYyaAs al!lGfla 2F CAFTUSSY anfEffaxandNR dzy R 2 | & K
Alexandria, Virginig [1879, Map F232.A7.1878/HS.

AN ONYSal 20 268y YR aNE® W2ASLIKAYS t2ffFNR aAid(d
History ProjectCLH.

% ouise Graguoted inOswald G. SmitiMount Zion Centerial, 18661966, (Virginia: Mt. Zion Baptist
Church Pamphlet, 1966RG 6: Arlington County Churches, Box 3, Fl8, CLH. Suburban Trust
CompanySuburban Trust Salutes: West Brothers Brick Comsliirginia Suburban Trust Company
Pamphlet) Vertical He: Brick WorksCLH.

187



century especially impacted Arlingtonds bl
was often negative, especiaihthecasedf he fit hree si sterso. I n
three huge radio towersbetwve N t h e J o h n s oholines nélghbothoodsn d But |
These radio towers, nicknamed the fAthree s
communications technology and engineering in their time. They were among the tallest
mantmade structures in the world uponitreompletion in 1913, smaller only than the

Eiffel Tower in Paris and towering over local pillar the Washington Monuffi&mhis

military experiment was likely upsetting to local residents because of unknown health

risks with the new radio wave technologlye constant humming noise associated with

towers of this size, and the blight on their visgape'®’

A SRR A o
Figure 24
As seen in thigmage, the scale of theThree Sisters radio towersmade them an unprecedented additioto
Aringtonds bui | t NationaliPmom Company,Wireless Tower, Arlington [Virginia] 19161917,

% Department of Defense measurements bring the towers to-800 feet respectively on their 2600t

elevation upon a hill.

*®" Electromagnetic Frequency information on radio waves courtesy of the Naval Facilities Engineering

CommandWashington.
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National Photo Company Collection, Prints and Photographs DivisionLOC.
<http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/npc2008013015/

The g o v e rerpansiontinfo Arlington was part ffderal expansiomore
broadly Administratiors and federal staffghat firstgrew in Reconstruction continued to
expand with World War Onand remained high followintipe conflict greatly expanding
federal employment. Federal work was the largest and most desirable employment type
in the area. In the first decade of the twentieth century, 25% of all local Washington, D.C.
jobs were federal job€® New residents came the area from across the country for
feder al empl oyment, and many set up homes
neighborhoods. In 1913 Esther Irving moved to Arlington from Cleveland, Ohio to
become a stenographer with the Forest Services within the Depaaiwegriculture.
George Cooper relocated from Tennessee for the opportunity to work as a technical
Sergeant in the Quartermaster Corps at Fort Mij@oth Irving and Cooper set up lives
in Green Valley and the pair quickly marri&dWhile new residents we drawn to the
area for federal work, a great portion of this workforce was made up ofdomg
residentsSeventyfive percenof all federal positions were filled by local residents of the

District, Maryland, and Virgini&’* Federal employment was thasnajor career

“%8 Statistics for the years 1900 &910. Yellinw F OA aY Ay G KS@ond).GA2y Qa { SNBAOS
**Taylor,Bridge Builders dflauck/ Green Valley2015).
470

The pair was marriedin Septemberof 1913.Taylor,Bridge Builders dflauck/ Green Valley2015).

MeKS NBYFAYAY3I Hpo2 2F FTSRSNIE 62N] SNE 6SNB LINRA Y NAf
lobbied for jobs. Yelliny OA &Y Ay GKSEoRI).GA2Yy Q& { SNIBAOS
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opportunity for Arlingtonds residents. Bl a
empl oyment stretching back to Freedmandos V
possibility of advancement in federal positions was expandedddiaified through the
creation of the United States Federal Civil Service and the Pendleton Civil Service
Reform Act in the 1870s and 1880s. Through these reforms, federal positions were
secured by merit, creating possibilities for all ratés.

Federal employment offered opportunities for skilled and unskilledorers.
Leonard L. Gray, a descendent of the Gray family living in Green Valley, worked as a
carpenterds hel per **SolombnHe Thémpspworkédmeant al Far
laborer for the governmeft*T h o mp s o n 6 s Hgnsan ThbmMpsgmioeed the
family from Freedmanoés Vill Blger ¢ oTlGomgs0 WV@s
Solomon Sr., and mother, Elizabeth, raised Solomon, his three sisters, and his cousin.
Other Green Valley neighboadso worked in unskilled positions for the government,
including a laborer for the Navy Yard, a government watchman, a janitor, and a
chauffeur?”® Unskilled federal employment did not always lead to significant social
advancement$ostal worker Wilson Mastr sondés sal ary for exampl

provide for himself and his wife Fanny. To get by he took a second job as a handyman,

"2 Federal Civil Service ABtUSC § 2101, (1871endleton Civil Service Reforat, (1883), ch 27, 22
Stat. 403

473Taylor,Bridge Builders dflauck/ Green Valley2015).

" US Census, 1918olomon HThompson, EmploymenpfWashingtonD.C.: Government Printing

Office).

*5US Census, 1928eads of Familiegrlington, Virginia. Neighbors to Solomon H. Thompson.

(Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office).
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performing odd jobs including chopping wood and even cleaning kitéitBsfore

191Q 83% of black federal workers madelese an a messenger 0s sal at

year?’” However, employment for the federal government, even at these low levels, was

still seen as desirable because of its stability. Beginning in the 1890s the federal

government adopted many labor reforms beforgthate sector, establishing eight hour

work days and provisions that dismissal require demonstrable and just cause. Because of

this, Arlingtonds black residents aimed to
But the true appeal of federal emplogmt was white collar work. Beyond federal

employment, white collar jabin Arlington were rarewith a few notable exceptions.

Recall thatSumner Holmes worked as a teacinefrlington. He did this to pay hiway

through medical school at Howard UniveysitJpon graduation he continued to live and

work in Arlington as a welknown and respected physician until his death in 830.

Sumner Hol mes6é services as a doctor were ¢

have many black professionalBeyondHolmes, there were few other medical

professionals in Arlington in the first decades of the twentieth ceftlifjrorton Gray,

Henry W. Grayo6s onl yBstahere webedewdlack doetars, at t or n

*®Hadassah Backps Df Sy ,© Uripdibislyed Papen,952) RG 8: GlencarlyBox 2, CLH.
7 Statistics forl907. Yelinw I OA &Y Ay (G KSEom3).GA2y Qa { SNIBAOS

“®Roseat dzof A0 {OK22f&a Ay ! NI Ay3IG2Yy 518084ANAgOE 2F ! £ SEL Y
Historical Magazing(Oct. 1965).

hiKSNJ YSRAOIE LINRPFTSaarzylfa AyOtdRS I FftQa | Aff NI
Williams.Arlington County Governmentjigh View Park Neighborhood Conservation RigrBell, etal.,
(Virginia, January 1992)

% National Register of Historic Placerry W. Gray Housey Jennifer Bunting Hallock, May 2003
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lawyers or other professionals the county irthe early twentieth centuf{j* Federal
employment was thus a distinct opportun§glomon H. Thompson worked to move up
from a laborer for the government in 191®a printing assistant with the U.S. Printing
Office by 193072 Harry W. Gray also workedidiway up within the governmerite
begarhis more than forty years of service to the federal government as a messenger, but
finished his career as a clerk for the U.S. Patent Office.
Clerk was the primary white collar federal job type for African Anergcfrom
the 1870s to the 1910s. Cler ks*®™w@lerkveas& nown
broad title used to describe ficopyists, st
cataloguers, assistant librarians, certain kinds of attendamslatias, statisticians,
section chiefs, abstracters, assistant chiefs of divisions, and a large number of
mi scel | an e o {Greenialéymatiee dlsble 8l. Thomaschitectof
Kemper School, also worked as a stenographer in the district. SevenaCGoeen Valley

residents worked as clerks for federal offices, including the War Department, the U.S.

8L Arlington County GovernmentighView Park Neighborhood Conservation PtanBell, et. al.,

(Virginig January 1992).

*®2Us Census, 193Arlington, VirginiaSolomon HThompson: Employment InformatiofWashington,

D.C.: Government Printing Office).

83 Gray worked for the U.S. Governmdram 1872 to 1913National Register of Historic Placegrry W.

Gray Househy Jennifer Bunting Hallock, May 2003
®yelinwl OA&AY Ay (KSEOm.GAZ2YyQa { SNBAOS

“®E| Bie FoltzZThe Federal Service @areer(HardPress Publishing909 2014).;Yellin Racism in the
bl GA2Yy Q&013).SNIBAOS
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Post Office, and the U.S. TreasdfClerks were paidip to$1,600 per year. These

clerks expanded and solidified Arlingtonos
Thoudh African Americans continued to finc

and white collar jobs, the nature of this employment changed throughout the early 1900s.

During the Roosevelt and Taft administratioheg commitment to black employment

thatcreaed unique opportunities for black Arlingtonians began to back&lidehese

reversals of rights continued during Woodr

Wilson administration marked the first time that a Southern Democrat held the White

House since # Civil War. Wilson, his administration, and Congressional

Representatives from throughout the South brought intensified racisseetnmhalism

with them to Washington. Civil service reforms were reversed, offices became physically

segregated, and black®re barred from jobs and promotion opportunitiad been

previously available to them. AW th the ar

becoming more |ike other southern ®ities, o

With this decline in pull factorgewer new African Americans were drawn to Arlington.

And the multiple generations of families now living in Arlington since the opening of

Freedmanos Vidstaldegkack poputatiomade epdf those whzane to

8 Us Ccensus, 193@rlington, VirginiaNeighbors to Solomon H. Thompsdi#vashington, D.C.:

Government Printing Office).

87 John DittmerBlack Georgie in the Progressive Era, 1P@R0.(Chicagelll.: University of lllinois Press,

1977) p 1160122.

Byelinwl OAAY Ay (KSEObHpDNZY Qa { SNIBAOS
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the area prior to the 1910s. As new generations of black Arlingtonians came of age they
continued to live in the county and communities where they had grown up.

At the same time that federal jobs were less of a draw for black residents,
Ar | i n ghiteopopdilationrboomed as whites from across Virginia were pulled to the
area for federal employment. In the first
population soared. Doublingdim 1870 to 190@nd continuing with masge growth in
each decadef the twentieth centuryhis population increase was made up of primarily
white resident§®®As Arl i ngtonés white popul ation exrg
stayed consistent. This stability however provided black Arlingtonians with the benefit of

deep running social and familial ties.

County-Wide Legal Changes

Municipal Changes, Zoning, and Planning

The changing racial climate in Washington employment represented a broader change in
race relations, which became increasingly hosiileng the Wilen administration and
continued following World War Oné& hese same changes were seen in Arlington. As
previously mentioned, laws and customs segregated accommodations in the twentieth
century, forcing black schools, churches, and fraternal organizatipnsvide their own

social activiies. County and stateide legal changes expanded segregation to many

other areas of life, including amenities, transportation, and housing, adversely impacting
black Arlingtonians. These changes profoundly shaped thecahgevelopment and

built environment of Arlingtonds bl ack com

“89 O'Brien "Historic Survey of Nauck Neighborhood, Arlington County, Virginia," (1G8F),
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In 1912 the Virginia General Assembly passed two laws which greatly influenced
Arlington. First, the AAct of Assembly o
threehundred r more to the square mileo t'He right
This law gave Arlington Counfyhe only county that met the criteria at that tithe,
same legal status as a city for all acts passed by the Virginia Legisiisallowed tle
countyto create developmental control ordinances and growth regul&tid®econd, in
1912 the Virginia Legislature passed AnAn A
Towns of Segregation Districts for Residences of White and Colored Persons, for th
Adoption of This Act by Such Cities and Towns, and for Providing Penalties for
Vi ol at i on *%Thislaw gavadnas amdscitigs, which now legally included
Arlington, the legal right to segregate residential ar@asa result Arlington waableto
use these laws legally segregate their expanding residential suburban environment.

Individual neighborhoods in Arlington already used commulaixel restrictive
covenants to block African Americans from living within their bordEs. example,
Fralk Lyonds Lyon Parkds restrictive covenani

thereof nor any interest therein shall be sold or leased to any one not of the Caucasian

“OCB.Rose, Jii ¢ KS . 2 dzy Rl NXAligtod FstotichliMagyzihgval.yl, No. 1 (Oct 1957)
*91 City Council of Alexandria v. Board of Supervi§6is;uit Court of Arlington County, VA 1920).B.

RoseJr,d ¢ KS wmMdoHd ! YYSEI GA2Y FENinyton!HistbritayMaja2inevob & Md.! £ SEI Yy RN
3 (Oct 1967) p 1:38.; Arlington County Office of the County Managcts of Assemblgh. 167 (Virginia,

1930)h FFAOS 2F GKS /2dzyGé alyl3ISNE ! NFAy3Ad2ys a! | A&l
tANBAYALIE O0xANBAYAILIY MdbdppZ HAMMODO

w2 a $ £1929 Arhéxation from Arlington by Alexandgiarlington Historical MagazingOct 1967);
BunchLyone,et.al§ ¢ KS ClFftta / KdzZNOK / 2f 2NBR /AGAT Sya t NRGSOG;
+ANBAYAF Qa CANBRUO WwdzWlyf +.SNifh&mhe Bay and KSddOne Hundred

Years of the NAAGR009).
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r a ¢*%@As &ubdivision creation and control of that development began to boom,
Arlington had the legal right to segregatethe countywide level For the next five
years segregation in Arlington was undertaken formally through this law. Then, in 1917
the U.S. Supreme Court deemed such legislation unconstitutioBathanan v.
Waverly*®* But this was not the end to residential segregation; rather it was just an end to
this particular brand of legal discriminatiof.

These state and local laws regarding development were impacted by federal
changes. For the first time in the 1920 federal government became interested in
zoning and planning legislation on the state Ié%lnderCal vi n Cool i dgeds
administration the Standard State Zoning Enabling Act (SEZA) and the Standard City
Planning Enabling Act (SCPEA) were created in 192d 2928 respectively to support
statelevel master planning procedures for developri&with this federal sanction on

controlled development, Arlington lobbied the Virginia assembly for more sperialg

Bwdzi K t @ w2asSs G¢KS w2f$S 2F CNryl [@&2y FyR 1 Aa ! a
| 2 dzy Arlihgtan Historical Magazin&/ol. 6, No. 4 (October 198¢)50.

“9Buchanan v. Wavly, 245 US 60 (1917).
% Charles E Connerlyhe Most Segregated City in America: City Planning and Civil Rights in Birmingham,
1920-1980(Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2005).

9 Eor more on how federal changes shaped residential segregatidhe local level see LeeAnn Lands,
The Culture of Property: Race, Class, and Housing Landscapes in AtlartE93@@Qahens: University of
Georgia Press, 2009).

“Frank L5 A SGSNE &9 NI & tinftonyCyuhty; Hirginiait® B4 lington MigtoridalNJ
MagazineVol. 3 No. 30ct1967).
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and regulatorpermissions. In 1927 a Special Aecas adopted permitig Arlington to
adopt countywide zoning ordinances?®

Thesefederal, state, and county leveforms were a part of the housing reform
movement of the 1920s. They had roots in the Progressive ideals of the City Beautiful
Movement andhe Garden Movement. With overcrowding becoming a real problem in
American cities in the 1910s, reformers realized that it would take more than piecemeal,
private investment to solve the housing crisis. The City Beautiful Movement focused on
cultural improvement, environmentalism, aesthetics, order and symrié@jty
Beautiful reformers played a large role in reshaping Washington, the National Mall in
particular, through the Senate Par ks Commi
academic ideas createcetarden Movement. A central tenet of the Garden Movement
was the importance of government involvement in city planning to create walkable,
orderly, and clean middle class housing developments. With this ideological base,
Arl i ngtonds h o uwswante torcredteconernonéndousy corerolled,
centrally planned environment with standardized, visually appealing housing for the
upper and middle classes. It was believed that through their ordered and centrally planned
aesthetics these new developmanicipals would create a cohesive democratic society,

while also meeting market demands for housffig.

% Arlington County Governmenfcts oft 4 8 SY o0 f S5 & { LISIERN.|Dieter 6@k NI ® MmbH TYY A Y :
t NEANBaa Ay | NI Ay 3 2alingtor Higgoiical Magazind@ati96R).r (2 mdopnp Ié

P william H. WilsonThe City Beautiful Movement: Creating the North American Land¢b&gpgland:
Johns Hopkins University Press, 1994)

*© Gail RadfordModern Housing for America: Policy Struggles in the New De&Chieagolll.: The

University ofChicago Press, 1996) p-28.

197



Through the Special Act of 1927 Arlington created a zoning commission and
sought technical assistance from the contracting firm of Allen J. SavilldleSawcity
planner based out of Richmond, was committed to the principals of the Garden
Movement. He helped to plan the Windsor Farms community in Richmond, one of the
stateds e ar-planredvhite reighborhoasySavile eeated a planifo
Arlington County, k rnhatshapedcounty toeingiaBsaandi | | e P
practices for the next decade. This direction and leadership supported land use and
building restrictions Afor the purpose of
community 6?1t was believed that zoning and planning laws were necessary to shape
the county in ways fAideemed best suited to
safety, morals, comfort, prospe?fWihyhe [ and
backing of federal law, a new planning movement, and professional city planners,
Arl ingtondés | eaders had new support for th
These countyvide planning impulses represented an expansion of earlier ideas.
Regulationswhich previouslyonly applied to individual subdivisions were now used to
regulate the county as a whole. Under these control principals Arligtpmoved on

from the suburban village model. Tbhentinuously settled suburban environmeas

T Allen J. Saville, Iné 2 A Y R & 2 NResideriaDavElopinent on the James River at Richmgnd
(Richmond, VA: A. Hoen & Co, 1926).

%% Arlington County GovernmenZoning Ordinance Adopted by Board of Supervisors of fai@punty

by EdwardDuncan, et. b, (VirginiaApril 26,1930) p 1.

%% |pid., p 12.

198



now made upf interconnected white communities with one central, countie

planning vision

) I PAAOO 11T !''OIETCOTT80 "1 AAE #I1ii o061 EOU
Housing choices for African Americans in Arlington were significantly limited by

these new laws. In 1908 Abraham Syphsephewof e e d manés Vil | age

leader John B. Syphapurchased land for subdivisiode set ouactively subdividing

and selling lots t@\frican Americans until 1920. But, this kind of development in

Arlington was becoming increasingly ra¥é Where many new black communities were

created throughout the last decades of the nineteenth century, by the 1910s racialized

restrictions and segregation | aws establ

expansion was not open to African Amers.Previously restrictive covenants and

communitywide segregation practices were executed on the individual home owner and

community level. With the 1912 segregationthetsepractices were expandedath new
developments. The ability to restrict waeand how black communities developed
became especially important to white Arlingtonianew years lateiollowing initial
annexation by Alexandri@ 1915 With less land to expand, white Arlingtonians sought
to keep the best lands for themselves an#l tneasuret prevent black expansion into
those lands. Where possible, whites also sotagtatke back the space currently occupied

by African Americans.

*“pDorothea E. Abbottx ¢ KS [ YR 2F al NA I { &46Kihgon Hisofcal Magazéhé a | dza 2

Vol. 7, No. 4 (Oct 1984).
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The smallest black areas were most susceptible to these attacks. White
communities used these latesroot out existing small black enclavesthey pushed
against African Americans living in the countfy In the 1910s, 8 ew of Ar |l i ngt on
black families continued to live in small enclaves on the fringes of white settlerBants.
increasingly black enalves across the county were purchased and cleared for white
settlementNot only did black enclaves disappear from white communities, but white
homes also disappeared from black areas, a change from the intermingling of white and
black neighbors segreviously.Even the black families who established their homes in
the predominately white neighborhoods where they served as domestics were not
immune from this removal proce§$ie African American Low and the Lee families
lived on the outskirts of twenty wiei families in the Barcroft neighborhadBoth were
domestics i n Bar c;BityfLawdvas avhgtinmeeservard forDe Jobnl d s
W Barcroft, t he cBoutaveonworkingyfdr lIscalnvhitesevasanét e .
enough to save black enclavébe few black residents of Barcroft before 1910 were
gone from the community by 1926 The qui ckening decline of A
enclaves greatly limited where and how African Americans could live in the county.
They had no choice but to relocate to éxesting black communities or leave Arlington

entirely. But many stayed local. Arlington saw neitherakgemeswell of nor the

%1 1962 the United States Commission wvilRights found that zoning and planning laws created in

the northern Virginia suburbs of Washington, D.C. throughout the previous decades were designed to
GF2NDOS bSINRSa 2 dzyS @ommissianioh Givil RighteSsig ih \WESHingtdné O,
(Washington, D.CGovernment Printing Office962) p40-44.
<https://www.law.umaryland.edu/marshall/usccr/documents/cr12h81. pdf

*® Elizabeth J. WalteBarcroft: The Beginnings of a Suburban Neighborh@dicginia: George Mason

University Press, 2002).

200


https://www.law.umaryland.edu/marshall/usccr/documents/cr12h81.pdf

exodus of people during the Great Migration experienced elsewhere across the country at
this time®’ Individuals and familiesvanted to stay close to the strong roots already
connecting them to Arlingtondés other commu
existing black communities worked to make room for them.

Because of segregation laassd discriminatory reagstate praatesfrom the
1910s forward, thehysicalb oundar i es of Arlingtondés bl ack
Existing black communities became more densely subdivided. That was the case in
Johnsono6s Hill. In 1913, foll owthen@ayHarry W
family subdivided their | and to c&%Theate Gr a
community began as just four plots in 1880, but by 1913 that same land contained 70
plots and homes. This increased subdivision was also the case in Gregnl\daiggime
Green Valley resident Thomas H. West subdivided his land into six parcels. Here he
constructed five new homes for five of his eight childf&Beyond just familial
divisions, Green Valley saw a huge surge in population and subdivigien.
neighborhood grew by seventy families during World War One altighis subdivision
was made up of arrivals from rooted out black enclaves and new generations of black

Arlingtonians setting up households within their childhood neighborhoods.

hryde t SNNEL {LISYOSNI / NBss bAaA3ISt a 2FGSNE 6Q2S RAF
t GOSNy a Ay { SINBII S PouheNBGdogfaplie®/of. 53, IRodZ/(\Widter 208H.NHA Y A | ® £

*®I'F NNEB DN} & DAftSYZ ac¢KAPilaNd Arliidioih RefghberhoBdsCortserationizy A i &
Programé Uripublished Paped,985) wD MnoY CNBSRYI yQ&H+tAf I 3IST . 2E wmX

% Taylor,Bridge Bilders ofNauck/ Green Valley2015),p 17.

*19 O'Brien "Historic Survey of Nauck Neighborhood, Arlington County, Virginia," (Z87),
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These newlamilies created smaller and more simplistic homes that could be
erected quickly and easily on their smal/l
shotgun shacks were increasingly built in the community. These simplerake half
story structure were smaller and more simplistic than the modified Four Square, farm
houses created in the community even ten years edfiigs. available lands decreased,
pricesincreasedy 1920 the average fgpexanplevaof a | ot
$250°* Early Hackresidents the Gray familyiho hns on 6 s  Ihuli-famile mbr ac e «
housingpand mor e wurban visions f owheRuilldihgngt onos
their Italianatestyle rothome These trends continued as Ar
suffered retrictions.Without the opportunity to expand into new lands, several of
Arl ingtonds bl ack ¢ ommiamilytevetopmehtsetgsheiter! oo ki n
their growing population in the 19285 . Though only small portions of homes county
wide were multifamily units, there was an increase in duplexes, row homes, and
apartments in Arlingtonds bl ack areas, 1inc
saw these changes as threatening to the kind of ideal single family suburb envisioned in
Ar |l i ngtminmg Ipdgins|l ati on as far back as 190C

are threatenedo by row htheGwsederatienr ned a f |

> Arlington County Governmen, SA IK6 2 NK22R | Aai2NE t NSASNDLGAZY {{d
by Ellen SimmongVirginia, 1987)Appendix A.

oSy el YAY 4. Syyeéé waliam Moi yF £ AQAG § MIB A S shNededhberl6A & (2 NB  t
2003, CLH.

*13 O'Brien "Historic Survey of Nauck Neighborhood, Arlington County, Vitgib@87),CLH.
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organization within thelite, white Lyon Park communifi}’ Thepeople of the
Federation felt row homesawld threaten the segregdt middle classuburban ideal

theysought

Figure 25
This headline helps to highlight the resistance some local Arlingtonians felt towards row houses and other non
single family housing in the countyi Row Ho us e s , @GleldingtonCeuwier, August 11,1938.

In addition to these restrictions, the lives of African Americans in Arlington were
impacted by zoning and plannimdnich dictated how they could live. Following the
passage dBuchannan v. Waveripn 1917 formal residential segregation became illegal

andArlington's 1912 segregation law was nullified. To fill the void, municipalities turned

Mewz g | 2 demBeit TheAyliRgton CourieAugust 1119385 A STGSNE a9 NF & t £ F Yy Ay
Arlington County, Virginia to 1945Arlington Historical MagazingOct1967)p 34.
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to racially restrictive zoning and planning lawsFor the first time in 1930 Arlington

passed a comprehensive Zoning Ordinan€&he 1930 Zoning Ordinance was parijall

written by Edward Duncan. Duncan was a county politician who served on the Board of
Supervisors beginning in 1908. As such he
Control Ordinance and was well versed in Arlingio/d r aci al i zed gbui |l di n

practices’*’ Thenew Zoning @dinance introduced the idea of different residential types,

each type having their own standards. Thes
Residence Districts, 6Cbd Local Btuss,i neB& Di
Light Industrial District, and 6F6 Heavy

*1>For more on the use of racially restrictive zoning and planning laws used to sidigtbpnnan v.

WaverlyseeThomas HanchetSorting out the New South City: Race, Class, and Urban Development in
Charlotte, 1875L975(Chapel Hill: The University of Nr€arolina Press, 1998Andrew WiesePlaces of
Their Own: African American Suburbanization in the Twentieth Cei@hicagplll.: University of Chicago
Press, 2004) Thomas J. Sugrusweet Land of Liberty: The Forgotten Struggle for Civil Rigimis horth
(New York: Random House, 200&harles EConnerly,The Most Segregated City in America: City
Planning and Civil Rights in Birmingham, 3280 (Charlottesville, &: Uniwersity of Virginia Press,
2005);N.D.B. ConnolhyA World More Concte: Real Estate and The Remaking of Jim Crow South Florida,
(Chicagolll.: University of Chicago Press, 2016).

516Arlington County GovernmenZoning Ordinance Adopted by Board of Supervisors of Arlit@ganty

by EdwardDuncan, et. b, (VirginiaApril26, 1930).5 A SG SNE & 9 NI & tingtonyCyukty, 3t NP 3 N.
Virginia to 194%, Arlington Historical MagazingDct 1967)

TP Aad2NAOFE wSasSENDK /2YYAGGSSE I NYAy3IG2y |1 Aadz2NR Ol
Assembly; 1847-1960Q¢ Arlington Historical Magazine/ol. 4, No. 1 (Oct. 1969).
518Arlington County GovernmenZ,oning Ordinance Adopted by Board of Supervisors of Arlil@ganty

by EdwardDuncan, et. b, (VirginiaApril 26,1930) p 1.
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Figure 26

This map shows the community divisions used in the 1930 Zoning and Planning Laws. These divisions were

basedontheSasr i | | e Pl an. Arlingtonds bl ack -1®(GmenMValieyty i es can be f
Johnsonés Hi-l4l(Butler-Hsoelcnmei so,n seals2t Ar |l i ngton/ Queen City), and
Franklin Survey Co.,i At | as of Ar | i ng t[i®938], \@apDivisiory, LOCVi r gi ni ao

This | egislation had significant i mpact
exampl e, Green Vall ey, |l i ke al most the ent
Zone NAO0O was exclusively f oformslifamgylheamed a mi | y
like apartments and duplexes. But Green Vallé&g many other black aredsad both
singeandmultf ami 'y homes. By zoning most of Arli
Zoning Ordinance effectively limite#dlfrican Americandrom building new multifamily
homes, preventing Arlingtonds Thdwasokeopopul a
the ways in which Arlington leaders attempted to st the decision duchanan v.

Waverlyand continued to create racially restrictive ingrand planning laws designed to
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limit the black communityThough this law did not have overtly segregationist language,
it certainly had racist undertones and implications. Because this development type was
only prominent i n Ars|itismgshowzénng dndl @daonkng ¢ o mmu n

laws set out to attack black development patterns specifically.

Figure
African American row -homes in the Rosslyn neighborhood of Arlington. These kinds of mufamily building
patterns were not supported by the new zoning laws. John VachpBackyards. Rosslyn, VirginiaSeptember
1937,Farm Security Administration Collection, Prints and Photographs Division,L OC.

Being zoned in the AAO0 category al so me
regulations. These stipulations pushed the kinds of sleek, streamlined, standardized
homesthatwere already a reality in places like Lyon Park. In contrast, homes in Green

t ®and una

Valleywer e de s c rdedcrgptiobsolet@ proomn | y bui l
Black Arlingtonians continued to live in older homes and new homes were constructed in

ol der styles, hence the charge that they w

*9 Arlington County Boardyauck Vitige Action Plan(Virginia, July 10, 200g}11.
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maintained by residents, mahgmes inA r | i n lgldckoared@sisd not meet the new
standards within the zoning laws.

The law required that all home construction be undertaken by professional
contractors and be approved by the Directing Engineer. Thpaasbns added
additional red tape and raised costs for black homeowners, wthonpireatelybuilt their
own homes. This cost hike was difficult for any working class home owner, but the
regulation that professional contractarsst be usedather than idividuals was
particularly hard on black neighborhoods. Many professional contractors were not willing
to work for African American familie¥?° Some enterprising black Arlingtonians saw a

demand witHittle to no supply and created a black housing industArlington.>*

Green Valleyb6s Solomon H. Thompson | eft hi
become a realtor, and Johnsonés Hi P4 resid
Leonard L. Gray took the skill sehle | earned

government at the Experimental Farm to work as a contractor. He built many homes in
his Green Valley neighborhodé’ In this way, black Arlingtonians remained active in
crafting Arlingtondés suburban environment

remove them through regulation. However, even with these resourceful efforts, the new

hyde tSNNE YR bAISE ad 2FGSNB a{2dzi KSNY { dzo dzND I
{ SANBII G§SR ! NI Ay Briiad Geodraplaxyoli 3B,No.5 LROIA)A Y A | €
% |bid., p 664.

%22 |bid.; James E. Taylor, interview Byloe E. Muhammedanuary30,2004) | f f Q& | Aff h N} £ | A
Project,CLH.

523Taylor,Bridge Builders dflauck/ Green Valley2015).
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zoning | aws put extreme pressure on Arling
stagnated.

Arlingtonds 1930 Zoning Ordinance had o
the law specifically alloedf or At he construction of a rear
exceedi ngdevdarhef eotnt® xt of testectiolsthidi nance d
allowancestands out. When dealing with garages, porches, yards, and even gardening
plots, the Zoning Ordinance is centered on restrictions and not allowances. This addition
to allow for rear property walls and fenagesce way for racialized building practices.

Along the rear property line of the white honbesderingHa | | 6 s Hwgthd , i ncl ud
neighborhoods of Fostoria and Waycroft, residents constructed a seven foot tall
cinderblockwalP®Thi s tactic of f ovehdealifgwithh ght out o
neighboring blackareasas a | ong standing practice i n
Recall thatin previous decadeshi t e nei ghbor s of hagbailkthlst on o s
hedges to prevent being confronted with their black neighbors. This wall construction

was executed on an individual hommener level, however, it was planned out erfoug

thatwithin a decade of this legislatitnh e ent i rety of Hafl 6s Hi l |

Since its foundi nhgdusteadtrateyies oHsolatibnGcsinsulages i dent s

524Arlington County GovernmenZoning Ordinance Adopted by Board of Supervisors of Arli@ganty

by EdwardDuncan, et. b, (VirginiaApril 26, 1930)

*®Franklin Survey Cay,! Gf a2 2F | NI Ay [A9BG, Platé Rodzy, 22 Map €dllecEbA, CLH! €
Arlington County GovernmentVaycroft Woodlawn Neighborhood Conservation Phlanthe Waycoft-
Woodlawn Civic Association, (Virgiriéay 2012).

%% Arlington County Governmentjigh View Park Neighborhood Conservation RigrBell, et. al.,
(Virginig January 1992).
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themselves from hostile white neighbors. Early roads and institutions feoeitie
community and had few external access points. However, this new more pronounced
di vision by |l ocal white residents created
segregated status in an area otherwise considered the domain of white suburban
development Ar |l i ngtondés other black communities
Arlington along the outskir tThewalfmeanttrat h ad
the community could not expand and thairte&eets did not connect to streets in the
surrounding white communities, restricting access to the community to just a few
points’’Thi s special provision written-into Ar
wide zoning code highlights the desire for
separation to endure as they continued to push against the presence of African Americans
in Arlington.

Residential segregation laws and commumitgle restrictive covenantthat
limited where African Americans could live, and zoning and planning thatslictated
how they could live, severehinderedcontinued black neighborhood creation and
expansion in ArlingtonThough causing many issues, the restrictions imposed by
Arl ingtondés government spurred by the expa
increased black neighborhood identity as they had to fortify themselves in opposition to
local white areadwith a decline in availability of new homes and new regulations
against multifamily developments, black Arlingtonians found new solutions. Because of

the reality of limited room for growth, more and more black households took in boarders

P KSAEFK YIAalGs aLGQ&a DSThéWashngtonStaBelridy 842 19T50R (12 | | £ £ ¢
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to help accommodate those who were unable to find homes of their own. Solomon H.
Thompson took in a boarder in Green Valley, as did Bitldmes residents Claude
Richad and H. Hanso®*Ther e was also a rise in rentin
working class black communities. In Queen City in 1910 seven out of fifteen households
in one area of the community rented rather than owned their property, a drastic change
from previous decade¥’ Rents in the 1910s averaged between $20 and $30 a midnth.
Despite issues with a decrease in lands available to African Americans and a sharp rise in
renting in some of Arlingtondés worttesng cl a
remainedhigh across mosof thecountyd black communities>!

Concurrent with nevzoning and planning lawduring the first decades of the
twentieth century Arlington undertook many new municipal improvement programs.
After five years of work, the county ia centralized public water supply system
beginning in 19273 Throughout the 1910s and 1920s ¢oentycreated a centralized

sewer system. Arlington also undertook significant road paving campaigns, sidewalk and

BeK2YLIAZ2Y Q4 02FNRSNI gF& || YARRES 3SR ! 8BNAOLY | YSNJI
Census, 192(olomon B Thomps, (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office). Claude Richard took

in a fellow bicklayer, John (18), while H. Hanson took in two boarders, M. Cooper (27, servant) and A.

Cooper (67, farm handlJS Census, 1900Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office).

s Census, 191@Vashington, D.C.: Government Printing Office); Susah Gilg & v dzSSy [/ A& ¢
(Unpublished Paper, July 19, 1984), Wdrtical File: Black Histogy2, CLH.

>0 Testimony of John D. Normoydeioted inRosed ! YY SEF GA2y 2F F t 2N#ieA 2y 2F | N
City of Alexandria in 1916Arlington Historical Magazing€Oct 1964) p 26.

3By the 1920s, Arlington had approximately 7,000 homes cowidg which were 75% owner occupied.

I YF22NRGe 2F INIAy3IG2yQa ! TNAOIY ! YSNAOIY yYySAIKO 2N
ownership.

FTwdzi K t @ w2 a YbfAdgKY /| SEXYYQF t deddingtdn Historitad NJ { dzLILI & =
Magazine Vol. 6, No. 1 (Oct 197.7)
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curb construction, and additions of sttaetps and telephone |in&¥. These municipal

improvements were easily secured by white neighborhoods. But white Arlington officials

cared little about the lack of amenities in black parts of town. When speaking about the
countyobds water and sewage wththermewmsatecounty o
system families never had to worry about sewage making its way into ground water. This
contamination was a serious worry when the county relied solely on wells for potable

water. But now the county had made significant improvementsmey fAnei ghbor hi
where there are a number o Noseckassu@icesbl e wh
were made for black neighborhoods.

Politicians were very interested in securing these amenities for white voters. But
beyond this interest, white Arlibgnians also saw success because they created a slew of
citizends organi zat i Almastevery whptecomniunitphadaon t h e
ci ti zens doblyisgaunty offitialfor amenities as the county became
increasingly focused on linkg communitieshrough these provision¥he Good Roads
Association, created by the county to undertake road improvement, held frequent

meetings with representatives fromllokhite c

Bwdzi K t ® w2aS a¢KS w2fS 2F CNIyl [@&2Yy FYR I Aa ! a&2(
Countyé Arlington Historical Magazin&/ol. 5, No. 4 (Qd.976) p 4659.

4 3john M. Johnsonwia (G SadGAFeéAy3 G2 GKS aGrasS 2F GKS /2dzydeQa
groundwater is not an issue because all white neighborhoods have access to potable water beyond wells.

There is no mention of the s of wells or water access in black communitiesstimony of John M.

Johnson, City Legal Counsel, Record N Qif3 Council of Alexandria v. Board of Supervi§Gis;uit

Court of Arlington County, VA 1927).; Rasé, y Y SE I (i A 2 y Aglifgton Coting/ NgieACtyyof 2 F

Alexandria in 1918 Arlington Historical MagazingDct 1964) p 28.

pf Sy OFNI ey /AGAT SyQa | 4,42 ObGlehdarynyBax 3kiR/7,ICLHa SSGAY I aAi)y
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their community organizations,datk Arlington had no similar institution. Most of their

community organizations focused on internal black community needs, or, in the case of

the NAACP and Col ored Ci t thasedrrabherthAnrs soci ati o
municipal needdn an attempttogseur e resources, Green Vall ey
Citizenso AsSAailatnigamniors 1 %2a6d.er ship passed
raised in Arlingtonds increasingly suburba
respond to pressures against trecklcommunityAf t er wat ching Arl ingt
communities successfully use these suburban community organizations for their rights,

Arl ingtonds bl acksetymmesniof y smbur obaeadotrigani
Citizens®O Ass oc ithaéxpresspunpaseof gainirg adcesgito theo r
countyodés new water system. But their petit

Green Valley remained reliant on wells with potentially contaminated ground water.

Fiu’reﬂz
A view of Queen City showing unpaved streets in the 193@ueen City,ca. 1930,CLH.

536

Arlington County Boardauck Village Action PlafVirginia,July 10, 2004).

212



Similarly, other county municipal improvements were not extended to black
ArlingtoniansAf t er a decade of road I mprovements,
did not hae paved streef8’Gr een Val | ey, QuédlelhadCi ty, and
Aunfi ni s h euhsurfamd streetsid®amithbit access to paved streets, residents
continued to rely on older forms of rail travBlut connections to the rail lines could also
|l ead to probl ems. Wil | communityfoundieMosésl i ed Pel h
Pelham, lived in the Pelham Town community with his family. When he was a boy he
was responsible for watching the tracks duringtmemse r when fAt he broom
would grPrOMhittael Ir.ad |l workers would fitake a s
over in that brusho when passing through P
l ocal <children fAwoul ideblusheseandtalbthapked of businesst h e r
to smother the fire out before i1t got to o
del i beratelyd when passing through the bl a

Althoughthe county provideavhite communities with improvements, bkac
communities had to take their municipal needs into their own hameddition to

unsurfaced streets, Green Val hosttreet Queen Ci

BCLYAYYASNE 5 A NBap 6fROABIMEIB A Y SWBINES ¢! NI A VB Mgp +ANBAYA I
Collection,CLH.

538Arlington County Boardyauck Village Action PlafVirginia, July 10, 2004)11; dThe Day a Yankee

Gunboat Cane: Memories Bind Him to H8IThe Washington Podtebruary 211969; Stanford,
Suburban Black Elde$978) p3L.DAf LIAY S G 498285 B4CLH. A e ¢ 6

¥ William H. Pelham, Sr., interview by Ednumd D. Campbell and Cas Cocklin, November 21,-7986, p 6
Arlington County Librar@ral History ProgranCLH.
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| i gH®WS tdhout street |ights in Hallds Hi

windows as a way to light their streets. The use of lanterns was consistent enough across

each household that residents used this lafiginhto give directions. Resident Robert
Ni ckerson recalled that you wo uby]dourtinge | |
off so many lanterns to here and turn, and so many lanterns to there and turn, and so
many | anter "$Halol 6ny Hiolulsealdso created t
station, Fire Station #8, to benefit their community. In Queen Gityany municipal
initiatives were undertaken by and for the community by its residents thataieington
Staonoted that fAa spirit closely akin to
the community”?But despite t hei rmadnimthe toven fattingras] s ,
assefappoi nted supervisor of the streets,
large municipal programs they could not afford on their own.

In response to the inability to secure any municipal improvements and a# a resu
of the zoning and planning lavastackingtheir neighborhoods, black Arlingtonians
staged a political protest. Sinstatevoter reforms limited black rights in 1902, black
Arlingtonians were not very active participants in fiblenal political processThey

reliedinstead on their social and fraternal organizations to act as their informal political

>4 Arlington County Boardyauck Village Action PlagVirginia, July 10, 2004)11; & Bhe Day a Yankee

Gunboat Came: Memories Bind Him to BEillhe Washington Postebruary 211969; Stanford,
Suburban Black Elde$978) p3L.DAf LIAY S G 498285 B4CLH. A G X ¢ 6

1 ¢The Day a Yankee Gunboat Came: Memories Bind Him oTH# Washington PosEebruary 21,

1969; Stanford,Suburban Black Eldei%978) p 31.

ae2oya bSEN GKS [/ LéOHeashingtok Sdbuaty 363 1982 rdcH File:
Queen CityCLH.
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voices. In 1930, for the first time since 1903, black candidates ran in the November 1931
county elections. George Vollin, Jr. of Queen City ran for théiposof County Sheriff.
Vol lin was a |ifelong county resident, his
Queen City before he was boffi Three other African American candidates ran for
County Board Mary B. Harris of Green ValleyDr. EdwardT. Mot on o f Hal | 6s H
and C.H. Mosl®y of Hallds Hill

Despite assertions that Athese [col ored
all 0o of vi ct dlagkcandidatesn therballst distucbed naify whites in
Arlington. They worriedtheaont y6s cohesive black communi't
turnout and possible victories for the black nomirégs.n r esponse, Ar |l i ngt
representatives in the State Legislature, Senator Frank L. Ball and Delegate Hugh Reid,
along with county social angblitical leaders, lobbied the Virginia General Assembly for
a change i n Ar |l i nheysoughsa new sgstern that euld tlswvgrstiiise m

political challenge from the black communitfyj State leaders supported white

*3\/ollin was born in1903.United States Census, 193Washington, D.CGovernment Printing Office)

index and imaged;amilySearckhttps://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:C8HRIT2 : accessed 25 April

2015), George E Vollin, Jefferson, Arlington, Virginia, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 0015,
sheet 7A, family\L71, line 48, NARA microfilm publication T626 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and
Records Administration, 2002), roll 2436; FHL microfilm 2,342,170.

¥ Arlington County Governmend, / | Y RA Rl (0 §& F RdN@mbe #9@1] réprinted IROLRE ¢
NelsonAndersond ! NI Ay 32y ! R2LJia GKS / 2 dzniidgtomHisfolicAISNI F2 NY 2
Magazine Vol. 1, No. 2 (Oct. 1958) p 6@.7 2ed Phydician Files In Arlingtéhe Washington Posfluly
31, 1931. 4ttp://proguest.com.library.access.arlingtonva.us/docview/150124216?accountid=46215

W, @ ald52yyStfto a! o{ ® 9YLHI 28 5S4 Gce2)NyeMashingtoNE A y 3 2
Post, October 21, 1931
<http://proguest.com.library.access.arlingtonva.us/docview/150185508?accountid=46215

) yRSNE2Y 6! NI Ay ahiMayager frd bl avertnte@ArlingtodHistorical Magazine
(Oct. 1958) p 55.
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http://proquest.com.library.access.arlingtonva.us/docview/150124216?accountid=46215
http://proquest.com.library.access.arlingtonva.us/docview/150185508?accountid=46215

Arlingtonians aims to limiblack voting power, and so state and local politicians together
passedhe 1930Acts of Assembly’’ This voter legislatiomave Arlington the right to
call a special election to change the coun
With this provision secured Arlingtonos
to lobby supportfor a new form of government. Many of those leading the charge were
the same | eaders who spearheaded Arlington
thecentury>®Uni t i ng under a banner of fBetter Go
Commerce, the Arlington Civic Federation, and the County Bar Association used their
power and influence to push for voter refofifhese organizations and their zealous
suppd t er s campaigned hard, wundertaking Athe
C o u n°f?Jheydobbied through newspapers, by courting civic federationsyyand
distributing a sixteeipage pamphlet about the benefits of reform. Through their efforts
theysecured 1,027 voter signatures, far exceeding the 200 needed, and called for a
special election in 1935°
With racially discriminatory overtones, this special election did away with voter

districts in favor of countide elections>* At large voting gavéndividual

*¥"virginia House of Delegategoter CodeChapter 14, Title 15, Section 1569.

*8andersond ! NI Ay3dz2y ! R2LJIa (KS / 2 daAilisgtoa HisforicaMagkzire2 N 2 F
(Oct. 1958) p 64.

> bid., p 60.

0/ p. 0 w2asSs WNI 4+ 23 AThaAringfdR HistdriiMadazingoh 4, No/4 (OdME Ay (2 v ¢
1972) p 26

*1bid.
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communities |l ess control. Wi th this, At he
of Arlington now found expfDoisgavaywithi n i ts f
voting districts, the County Board was replaced with a County Manager form of
government, the first of its kind natiemde for a county With this change the County
became governed by a five member County Board. The board then appoints a County
Ma n a g e rserwvedhas thefichief executive officer and exercises direct supervision and
operational control, generally, of the executive branches of the County local
gover nmthent . 0

Now runningonthe countwi de | evel , none of Arlingto
in November of 1931. I nstead, Arlitngtonos
suburban communities of northern and western Arlington, all fmdicked the new
board. The 7#member Better Government Committee, later the Better Government
League, supported four of the five elected candidates in the 1931 el&ctians.
significant eat in itself, this was especially significant because the board saw little
turnover. In forty years, the counttpdonly four County ManagerS> These changes
were undertaken with the purpose of decreasing African American voting clout and

discouraging the from running for office. The tactic worked. It would be fifty years

**2RoseArlington County Virginig1976 p 167.

WEKSNNEY 20 tNFGG a!'NIAy3Id2yqda ' G [INBS 9fSOG2NF
2 S| | y SArlagdoa Elistorical Magazingol 10 No 3 (Oct. 1995) p 19.

®ACLKinnietd ¢ KS wSylF YAY 3 2RAringted Historital MafazihaiohN BN (340ct
1959) p 4151.

% From 1932 to 1975 there were only four county managers: RBya8len (1935), Frank CHanrahan

(193647), AT. Lundberg (194-62), and Bert WJohnson (196Z5).
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before another African American candidate ran for office in Arlington. With black voting
rights diluted, white Arlingtoians could continue to pusacially motivated planning

laws.

Racial Conflict

These | egal, zoning, planning, and muni
neighborhoodsvere not the onlghiftsthat represennore aggressive attitudes towards
African Americans in ArlingtonArlington also saw an increase in racial violence. This
was a part of larger regional and national treBagjinning at the close of the nineteenth
century, and continuing into the early decades of the twentieth, overt violence against
African Americanswas on the rise across the South. Violence and lynchings grew as a
tool for regulating black behavior and policing boundaries of racial propfigtyiough
not without its problems, Arlington did not see any lynchings in the early 1900s, a fact
whites werevery proud of>’ Local white resident George W. Keys boasted that this
made Arlington County much more civilized thiéueir contemporarie¥® White

Arlingtonians turned to a more ordered form of racial control through restrictive laws

* Nancy MacLearBehind the Mask of Chivalry: The Makinghef Second Ku Klux KlgNew York:
Oxford University Press, 1994Amy Louise Wood,ynching and Spectacle: Witnessing Racial Violence in
America 189a1.940.(North Carolina: University of North Carolina Press, 2009).

*"Frank LBalla 9 f S O (i NJofArlingtoné fAriinigténaHistorical Magazin&/ol. 3, No. 2 (Oct. 1966) p
31-40.

8 George W. Keyestifiesthat Alexandria City saw two lynchings between 1900 and 18@g.Council

of Alexandria v. Alexandria County et. Rlecord No. 773Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals, 1915).;

Roseda! YYSEIFIGAZY 2F |t 2 NOeA\Chyof AefandriaNd 10 ¥6MligRoyl HistoRiaty (i & 0 &
Magazine (Oct 1964 31.
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rather than outright wlence consistent with Progressive Era ideals of the [h&till,
racial tensions, aggression, and new segregation laws led to conflietrasw reality of
segregation wasnforcedby white Arlingtonianghrough violence and threats of
violence.

One ofthe earliest segregation laws to lead to okesial conflict in Arlington
was the segregation of the trolley lines. In 1902 the Virginia Act Concerning Public
Transportation passed, fallowing but not r
conductors police powers of enforceméitOne white editorialist o
since the close of the Civil War has tended to seaumore bitter feeling of racial
antagoni smdo than the ¥®agltrangpartatiorowas esfeciatl he t r
important in Arlington owing to the fact that the County relied on it so heavily for its
white suburban expansion.Besaa o f t hi s rifgaisaldamythisg alboetl t t h a
thatrailroad yousdi i t about t he®lwioodaeAfricandericani t y. 0O
man was severely beatand thrown headirst through a trolley car windowafter he and

the two women he was traveling with got into a verbal altercation with a white man over

*9Michael Lee Pap{ K2 (13 dzy Wdza G A OSY hy$S t NBad&odmtiieniia / NHzaF RS
Alexandria and Arlingtor{London: The History Press, 201R)ichael McGerrA Fierce Discontent: The

Rise and Fall of the Progressive Movement in American; 1820 Oxford: Oxford University Press,

2003).

%9 August Meier and Elliott BRug A O1 £ ab SANR . 2 &ddaislindvirghia, 19088788 I+ G SR { |
The Virginia Magazine of History and Biograptigl. 81, No. 4 (Oct., 1973)4p9-487.

**L Editorial Writer, ThePlanet Richmond, Virginia, April 6, 190August Meier and Elliott Riwick,
GbSIANR . 2802G0a 27 { S3NB-EHiG B VigidiaWGaditeloMHistork afid + A NB A y A
Biography Vol. 81, No. 4 (Oct., 1973)480.

®2 Lt f s a9f SO0 NR O AdingtdntHiBtbriéak MagafindOdALI66). 3 (1 2 Y ® ¢
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seating on a trolley. The injured black man was fined five dollarsxfieasng while the
white man who beat him was not prosecutéd.
In 1908 African American residents Sandy James and LearGaskveled home
on the streefar. Accusg themof rowdinessthe conductor attempted to remove the men
in Rosslyn. Rosslyn was the first stop in the county after crossing from Washington, D.C.
putting them a good distance from their Falls Church stop, the last stop in the western
portion of the county. Far from tinelestination, the men declined to leave. When they
refused the fAwhole carloado of white passe
Putnam, a local blacksmith wH%Fledimgiths t hem w
attack, James and Gaskins left ttwdley car and waited at the Rosslyn stop for the next
car to arrive to take them the rest of the way home. When the next car arrived Jack
Bolden, a local white resident, refused to let the bloodied men board. Weiglahg
nearly 300 pounds, Boldendaked the men from boarding the second trolley by kicking
them fAas hard as he coul do until the troll
Later that night, someone was accused of throwing rocks at a trolley car in Falls
Church, then attempting to derail the car by piling stamethe track. Rumors of the
violence on the trolley car, the attempted derailing in Falls Church, andGkamdes
Gaskinsinvolvement spread through the county. A white mob formed in Ballston. The

gang went door to door, searching twefitye black homesywi t h Ashot guns, p i

g1 [9- 1 b5wL! U{ WWLa /wh2Q [!2®dY [AQPBSt& 9LA&EA2RS (KL
The Washington Pogdtebruary 21, 1904.; | £ £ a9t SO0 NRA O & Arlingtdn Blist@ridal 2 F ! NI Ay 3 i
Magazine(Oct. 1966)

®Ball,ld 9 f SOGNR O w loniéArBngténdHistarifal MalydzingycH 1966) p 38.
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rifles, and axes §°Gaskinstwassoundhtried, ane senténted to me n .
ten years in jail despite flimsy eviden®®8 Still, his fateis likely better than that of
James. After that night Sandy James was never seean &gane speculate that he was
murdered by longtime Arlington Sheriff Howard Fields. In the years following the
incident on the troll ey, Fields boasted th
in it twenty-five times just as hard as he couldtit m i n *he head. o

The trolley was not the only zone of racial conflict in Arlington. Segregation
which began on trolleys continued onto bus service when it began in the 1920s. The
white owned bus | ines providedckownedgusegat ed
line, the Hicks Bus Line, for a brief periadthe 1920s and 1930s in an attempt to
prevent racial conflict on the white bus linesitBie Hicksline was not able to compete
with everexpanding white bus servicg® With so many social and lagchanges in the
first decades of the twentieth centurigdk Arlingtonians lost some physical and

ideological space in the county, but they were determined to police those new lines

%% bid.

*¢BunchLyoneet. al,d ¢ KS ClIffa / KdzZNOK /2f 2NBR /AGAT Sya tNR(GSO
+ANBAYALF Qa CANERUG wdzNIF f . Nbngidte \#ay and Ha&l: Ané Huhdred Yeary + S Ny
of the NAAC20009).

®"Frank L. Balty 9 f SOGNA O wl Aéfrngténdistarigal MaldzingycH 1086y BunchLyone

etal, ¢ KS Clffa /KdINODK /2f2NBR /AGAT 8Fa+aANBEGDOERDSCRR
.NF yOK 2F GKS b! LdngigtheAMay ahdSHd: DaeHurBiréddy edrs offthe NAACP

(2009).

% TheHicks line began about 1924, but could not competth multiple white businessesincluding the

R.L. May bus lineater the Alexandria, Barcroft and Washington (AB&W) line, as well as the Washington,

Maryland and Virginia bus line. Hicks clbsiring the Depression years. Ro&djngton County Virginja

(1976);. Sy 2l YAY da. Syyeé¢ w2o0AyaNsembensREORIIA S Qa0 & A2 AL f ThAND Y
History Progct, CLH.
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carved out for them within the system of segregated accommodatioasisBenf this,

racial tensions arose on the bus lines not over the existence of segregation, but when

white patrons attempted to take space designated as black. When white passengers

entered the areas of the bus reserved for African Americans, blackivadetise option

to either sit in the front of the bus or to take a stand against the white passengers. Both

options had potential risks. Lifelotja | | 6 s H Benrly Robirssniretatiad that if

you sat in designated white seats, it was likely thapthiee would be called and they

mi ght fAtake you off the BUMilethisbaditsoiskk you u
taking a more defiant stand against white passengers was more dangerous because, as
Benny and his fellow black residents knew, thisitact meant @At he Kl an wa:

somethingd to you.

¥ Sy2l YAY d4.Syyeéé w2o0AYaA2ZYyS AYUSNDANIME0 & AMAf thANIYE a7
Project, CLH.
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Figure 29

KKK members march in funeral parade in the Bon Air neighborhood, March 18, 1922Parade of the Klu Klux
Klan through counties in Virginia bordering on the Disitt of Columbia last night March 18, 1922 Prints and
Photographs Division,LO C. <http://www.loc.gov/item/89707480#

The Ku Klux Klan (KKK) was active in Arlington. The years after World War
One saw duge surge in thpolitical power and membershgf the KKK nationally.

Changing realities after the weame together to create the perfect storm of social

anxi ety amongst t h elask Pratestars, wiite, maamembers. mi d d |
Some of theselanges includedthe presence of black servicemen from a new

generation increasingly assertive about their rights, the rise of labor movements,
economic recession, the rise of womends ri
and general fears of amimericanism®°The K|l ands nati onal of fic

" MacLeanBehind the Mask of ChivaJi§1994).

223


http://www.loc.gov/item/89707480/

in downtown D.C. and a Klapropagandaadio station broadcasio miles from Green
Valley®*fiKl an Klavern Number Sixo06 operating ou
hundred members. Klansmen teized local blackesidents through violence and threats
of violence??Robert Nickerson of Hallés Hill desc
Kl ansmen marched through Hal PdTheyatso!l | fr om
burned crosses in areas of black ratioa, including Peyton Field in Green Vallend
carried out their ceremonies in pubiic neighborhoods such &sllston and Rosslyr
Klan threats and violence often centered on voter intimidation, sometimes running motor
convoys t hr odagkmeighvothoodsgn ebeatibnsdaylio deter voter
turnout®”® They used these tactias a form of general intimidation and racial policiag
remindblackresidentghat Klansmen were always present should they step out of line

The same issues that led to the rise of the Klan and racial violence in Arlington
were connected to changing realities in Washington, D.C. In the years following World
War One strains over black servicemen, puat recession, and the hostile and
segregaté environment under the Wilson administrationcadlatedan extreme amount

of racial tension in Washingtpwhich had one of the largest urban black populations in

TWSNNE [ 2| f £ IYO4SY & ¢ K 3AWdz / YERudrC RYfi§eMemdrial Botidiabidn = ¢
Blog July 14, 2014. kttps://coolidgefoundation.org/blog/theku-klux-klan-in-calvincoolidgesamerica®

*2JanetWamsleydt ¢ KS YYY Ly | NI Ar§agdh 2Migtoritaplagézinev/olm @Mon1dOct
1993).

*"3Robert Nickerson, interview by authaqoted in StanfordSuburban Black Eldei$978).
perry,etalgd Q2 S RARY QU KI @S QISgutherGesgaphe(Mnter 0083).G2 f A 35

*SWamsleyd ¢ K S Y Y Yon Inyhe 1983 Arljrgtah Historical MagazingOct1993); Sherman W.
Prattd ! NY Ay3G2yda ! G £AHingBreHisoricd KapaziNgdt. 1998.4 G S Y
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the country’’® Despite the decline in upward mobility in federal service previously

discussd, federal employment for blacks was still a major source of tensionviites

Southernewho relocated to the Distrietx p| ai ned t hat he fAdeeply

colored people shoul d HK&These tensions cgmevosarheadhe n t

in the summer of 1919°Known as the fred summer, o 1919

Knoxville, Omaha, and several other U.S. cities and towns, including Washington, D.C.
During the spring and summer of 1919 Wa

string of aleged sexual assaults carried out against white women by blacK‘men.

Washingtonds NAACP warned the press they w

their salacious and irresponsible reporting. On Friday, July 18, 1919, while walking home

from her job athe Bureau of Engraving and Printing, the white Elsie Stephnick was

accosted by two black men, ultimately escaping unharmed. Washington police questioned

African American Charles Ralls about the attack but let him go due to insufficient

evidence. Hearing bout the attack and Rall so6 rel ease

servicemen formed. With tensions particularly high between black and white servicemen,

local enlisted, retired, and civilian employees for the armed forces took up the cause of

*"®Washington, D.C. had the highest urban black population in 1910. Quintard Tays®arch of the

Racial Frontier: African Americans in the American West-1928.(New York: WW Norton & Co., 1998)
p 193.

577Joseph Manning quotkin David F. Kruglet919, The Year of Racial Violence: How African Americans
Fought Back(Cambridge: Cannldlge University Press, 2014) p 94.

8 Other growing tensions of the time regarding modernization, the Red Scare, and economic recession
were also contributing factors to racial violen@ittmer, Black Georgiin the Progressive E(4977) p

203; MacLeanBehind the Mask of Chival($¥994); Wood, Lynching and Spectad2009).

579 Krugler.1919, The Year of Racial Violeliz@14).
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policingthecolo | i ne ent husiastically. Creating a
than onehundred marched with pipes, clubs, and pistols therhiédf across the National
Mall toward Rallsé6 home, b¥Raliingd bAfarikc @ams
American friengd and neighbors rallied to his defense, protecting their neighborhood
through return fire while hunkering down into their homes, preparing for a fight.

Though the police effectively dispersed this initial mob, the violence that had
been unleashed did nstiop with this event. Every night from July 19 until July 24,
violence swept through Washington. White mobs, made up largely of servicemen,
attacked black communities while black retaliatory mobs formed to defend themselves
and their communities. In the @fifteen people lost their lives and more than 150 were
injured.During the riotmuch of the violence centered on streetcasblack passengers
were pulled from the trolley cars and beaten. On July 19 a mob formed at the trolley
depot at Pennsylvaniagvnue, a connection site for Arli
and Mt. Vernon |ine. Some of Arlingtonds b
social activities were no doubt affected by this violence.

Some African American residents relocated frtwa District to Arlington
following the race riot of 1919. Arlington provided many draws for those looking to
relocate. Firstly, the County was very nearby, allowing for easy commuting. Within the
County, there were several black communities to choose frbaugh these
communities lacked some of the amenities of living in the District, Arlington had a stable

black population of longtime residents, with strong institutions. And perhaps most

*% |pid., p 73.
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appealing at the time, Arlington experienced comparatively peaeekiirelations.
Though the initial violence erupted at Ninth and D streets Southwest, just two miles from
Arl ingtonds Queen City neighborhood, Arlin
Arlington was not without its violence, its race relations weikrsbre stable than those
seen in Washington or elsewhere in the South. Though the Klan was active in Arlington,
their tactics were based largely on threats and intimidation. Even in situations where mob
violence did arise, such as when the white mob fdrtoesearch for James and Gaskins,
they restrained their violence for those men alone. When searching black communities
for the men, violence and destruction did not sweep through these areas widely. Even
some political leaders took the time to givedgvice to local black Arlingtonians.
Sheriff Howard Fields stated that ACounty
anywhere, 0o while Commonwealth Attorney Cr a
fal most unbl emMi'Bhisisdotmeapot axcosmeodor downpl a
racial violence, threats, and intimidation
restrained levels of racial violence when compared to the realities of their time.

One such family to relocate following the riot was Brew family>®? Richard
Drew wasa skilled carpenterHe was one of the few black members ofgberetary of

the Local 85 Carpet, Lineum, and Soft Tile Layers Union. Drew even served as

' Gladys P. Domeratzk§t | 2 6 NR CA Sf Ra rewspang difping, Apyll 215 1938gptical > ¢
File: Black History ELH.a ¢ 2 6y a b SI NJ G KS / Ié0¥eWashingtok Saddhuaty 363 NB S a X
1908, Vertical File: Queen CitZLH.

*“Barbara L. Micalét CA NB G wdzNJ £ b! ! /tY | wSaLlRyasS (G2 €EKNBLFG 2

Virginia Tech Research Magaz{itéinter 2009); Peter Perld wI OS wA 23 2F wmdpmdep DI @S Df
Struggleg The Washington PodWarch 1, 1999, @Ll.
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secretary of the union.iglwife Norawas college educated. Aftetetdding Howard

University s he became a stay at home mother to ¢t
skilled, and active in community institutions, this family relocated to Arlindtixe. so

many other Americans, black and white, the Drews saw succtss snburbs®® A fifth

child was born in Arlington and the fiv@rew children, Charles, Joseph, Elsie, Nora, and

Eva, were brought up in a household which emphasized education, church membership,

and civicknowledge and responsibility. In Arlingtohdy found a community that shared
thesevaluesc he Dr ewb6s ol dest son Charles Drew we
and Howard Medical School. Charles haxkaceptionaktareer in medicine. He became

the first African American surgeon selected to serve as aniegaon the American

Board of Surgery and pioneered blood transfusions for the mititaigg World War

Two**Whi |l e Charlesd career took him beyond A
to their adopted home. Joseph, Elsie, Nora, and Eva all codtiodige in Arlington,

where theyeach served as leaders in the community through church and civic service.

When the Drews came to Arlington, they relocated from the Foggy Bottom
neighborhood of Washington. In Arlington the family chose to establishitbgie in
Johnsonés Hill. The Drewsdo pul thatt o Johnson
nei g h b omiddle @adsGtatus and its connections to their former neighborhood of

Foggy Bottom. Recall that the Gray famiigd relatives in Foggy Bottom and tliaits

*® Spencie Love)ne Blood: The Death diResurrections of Charles Dré@hapel Hill The Universit of

North Carolina Press, 1996).
°% National Register of Historic Plac&harles Richard Drew Houséay 11, 1976 <
https://focus.nps.gov/GetAsset?assetlD=629a080054aldae22d407653edb55.; Love One Blood
(1996.
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connection influenced the architecture of
purchasea large four bedroom Queen Anrgy 1920 the style was no longer popular

amongst area whites. Homes in middle class neighborhoods like-Biali®es and
Johnsonés Hill continued to be constructed
neighborhoods had moved on to more modern home styles, including the Bungalow and
mail-order, kit houses. With a decline in economic upward mobility, particularly within

the federagovernment, a lack of new styles in black neighborhoods could reflect their

inability to afford these new homes. Perhaps family size impacted home preference.
Nationally, the average home had 4.5 residents in the first thirty years of the twentieth
century’®I'n comparison, Arlingtonds African Ame
James Pollard and his wife Elizabeth had nine children, including Josephine, in their

J o hnson 6 s°®IAButld-Homesnte Chase family had ten membbtany

households alsmcludedextended kin networks and borddRecall thatm Green Valley

the Thompsonsd neph°&andinBulleidoimesthelolmeb e f ami |

household was comprised of ten people, including two cousins araideti5® Or

L yAGSR {GFGSa /Syadza . dzNBF dzZ & | éh@GatiStika Abfractsofé ¢ & LIS |
the United State$2003) p 19. <https://www.censs.gov/statab/hist/HSL2.pdf>

EMLONY SalG 20 . 268y FYR aNB® W2aSLKAYS t2ffFNR aiidOK
Oral History ProjectCLH.

*7Us Census, 1900Vashington, D.C.: Government Printing Office) database with

images FamilySarch(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MMFZQ?7 : accessed 19 September

2015), John Chase, Arlington District, Alexandria, Virginia, United States; citing sheet 8B, family 173, NARA
microfilm publication T623 (Washington, D.C.: National ArchivesRaedrds Administration, n.d.); FHL
microfilm 1,241,698.

¥ US Census, 190(Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office) database with
imagesFamilySeardfinttps://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MMFRWW : accessed 16 August 2015),
Henry LHolmes, Arligton District, Alexandria, Virginia, United States; citing sheet 8A, family 152, NARA

229



perhaps, older home stylemmained popular because they were constructed within

existing communities where these styles already existed, unlike white Arlingtonians who
were able to expand into new areas. However, this divergence of trends in middle class
tastes between black andhie which had previously been consistent could reflect

African American families continuing to prefer styles from a time when their full
participation in Arl i ngt om@sincseasibglyhdstden vi s i
environment that used segregation, violence, zoning and planning laws, and political
changes to end black enclaves and push against black neighborhoods, black Arlingtonians
made new choices in an attempt to maintain the homescemichunities they had been

building for nearly seventy years.

Conclusion
Racialized zoning, planning, and municipal lasksllengedhe validity of

Arl ingtonds black community by | egislating
they created in theneighborhoods. Against these mounting pressures black Arlington

used their strong community institutions and stable population to adapt to the-county

wide legal and social changes that worked against them. Where possible they provided

their own municipahmenities. Fraternal, school, and church organizations provided
community wide social and recreational activities. Individual communities took minor
municipal improvements into their own hands, improvising solutions to missing services

like streetlights. For the larger projects like paving and water systems black communities

microfilm publication T623 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL
microfilm 1,241,698.
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could not undertake these large andexnsive projects on their own. In responkeyt
attemptecdan unsuccessful bid into formal politics to secure these changes. They also
formedAri ngt ondés f i r st bdirecludingtoeiNauckzCeirenss associ a
Association in Green Valley, mirroring the citizens associations of white Arlington
communities®® Though unsuccessful in getting improvements from the County at this
time, many mordlack community organizations were formed following the 1920s to
|l obby the county for municipal aid. These
line-up of organizations designed to fight for their communities and rights.

Discriminatory laws and pctices prevented local black communities from
expanding physically. But they adapted so that more families could create their homes in
Arlington. They increasingly subdivided land within their4gsasting communities,
created multfamily homes where pokde, and took in boarders to allow more African
American families to establish homes in Arlington. These families were primarily second
and even third generation county residents. Despite these adaptaickenclaves
including those in Rosslyn andaston,were largely lost from the county and other
homes were threatened due to their inability to meet new building codes. In an attempt to
prevent this loss blaewned real estate and construction companies were established.
During the first decaded the twentieth century black Arlingtonians carved out a
foothold for themselves. Though they lost ground with the inability to expand their

communities and the loss of smaller enclaves throughout the county, their communities

°% john M. Langston Citizens Association fornmedalls Hilln 1924. Arlington County Governmeiitjgh

View Park Neighborhood Conservation PtanBell, et. al.(Virginig January 1992).
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were able to resist mountipgessures from white Arlingtonians in an increasingly hostile
environment.

Beyond i mpacting Arlingtonds bl ack comm
planning and zoning laws showed a changing county. Where the suburban village model
of small dispersedommunities interested in only their own development reigned at the
opening of the twentieth century, by 1930 these communities were interconnected
through countywide municipal improvements and zoning and planning legislation which
moved from the communiy | evel to the county | evel. Ar
settledod cont i nu o’ 3hissandeenvimament was dumin larget y .
parttoAr | i ngt onds .pophud adawmt ywosompopul ati on | u
to 26,615 in 1930n&kingitit he f ast est gr owi Thiggramhwast y i n
dominated by white imigration from Virginia and other southern stat&s.

I n the first decades following the Ciuvi
greatly expanded from a small prar enslaved and free black population. These
individuals and families were drawn to the
opportunitiesgspecially in the District, political rights, and because of available lands

sold by a struggling white population. However, in the first thirty years of new century,

*YBennett v. Garrett132 VA 397, (Opinion June 15, 1922ases Decided in the Supreme Court of
Appeals of Vginia, Vol. CXXXII, (Richmond: David Bottom, Superintendent of Public Printing, 1922) p 400.

gt 2LddzAt FGAZY 2F | & drgriapkirSedl MRichard\E Porstalll UbitediStates Bureau of
the CensusPopulation of States and Counties of the United States: 1790 to 1990 from the Tmenty
Decennial Censifgv/ashington, D.C.: 1996T.homas O'Brien "Historic Survey of Nauck Neighborhood,
Arlington County, Virginia," (Unpublished Paper, December 1€8#), Rose Arlington County Virginia
(1976) p 175.

592 RoseArlington County Virginig1976).
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these draws began to stagnate. Federal employment opportunities shrank, legal rights
backracked, and physical community development stopped and even reversed as
enclaves were engulfed by expanding white communities. As a result of these factors,
Arlington was not a major destination for the early phase of the Southern Diaspora. Only
about3%0f the countyds black popul a%¥Whera c ame
new white residents came to the area in droves with suburban land booms and the
expansion of federal employment, Arlington
decreaseinAringt ond6s bl ack popul ation in proport
not represent an exodus of African Americans, but a consistent population where other
new whites were entering. Though these cha
disadvantagé also meant that this relatively small black population was connected by
countywide social and communal institutions across multiple generations. This made an
organized and strong community prepared to make their voices heard as the county
continued tesee significant changes in the second half of the twentieth century.

During the next two decades Arlingtonodos
would change rapidly. The white population would undergo a huge transformation as
New Deal and World War Twfederal workers came streaming into Arlington from
around the country. These individuals were not the n&tiver gi ni ans of Ar |l in
They brought with them nemoderateandsometimegprogressive, ideas about race

relations. The extreme populatibnom along with more urban sensibilities from these

%% James N. Gregor§he Southern Diaspora: How the Great Migrations of Black and White Southerners

Transformed AmericgdChapel HillThe University of North Caioh Press, 2005)Perry, et. al.g Q2 S
RARY Qi KI @8 | v &SathenSadgagheiiter 2023). f A 95 O
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new residents also changed Arlingtonds bui
Ssuburban environment than Arlingtonds ear |l

desired.

234



CHAPTER FOUR -ii E ERYBODY WAS COMING T O WASHINGTON IN
THOSE DR%TSIBARRIVAL OF WAR WORKERSANDARL I NGTONG6 S
SUBURBAN EXPLOSION

Arlington experienced a population and building boom during the first two
decades of the twentieth century that changed the area from an erestasf suburban
villages to a landscape characterized by contiguous suburban developments. This
environment was filled with a swelling white population made up primarily of Virginians
and southerners. At the same remamedstdadyl i ngt o
But this early twentieth century growth pales in comparison to the extremes of suburban
boom which hit the county in the decades to come.

Beginning in the 1930s and continuing through the 19s@&ral expansion
during the New DeaWorld War Twq and continuing into the early years of the Cold
War created a huge number of new federal jdthés expansion of the government
necessitated the spread of federal facilities beyond Washington. Many of these facilities,
including the War Departnm¢ building, were built in Arlington County. Newbsrived
federal workers from around the country chose to settle in Arlington Cdanty
considered a premiere bedroom community of Washingiaecord numberfor these

expanding federal job#rlington had a population of 26,615 in 1930 and 57,040 in

594Margorie Downey, interview bgteve Vogek-ebruary 11, 2004.
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1940°%° Those numbers continued torisell® 50, Ar |l i ngtonés popul a
growing to 162,401 by the close of that decid&uburban development throughout the

county exploded in response to thi&e inpopulation and correspondiigmandThis

chapter deals with the physical changes brought about by this new population boom,

while the next chapter deals with the social impacts of this chanb@48magazine

article observed thatll fisepartec o mmuni t i es ar e nohardtmer gi ng, C
distinguish between the various separate parts of Arlington... through the maze of

wat i me and post WAaBxisting.commanitiesexpanded their borders and

became increasingly subdivideghile more than half a dozen new neighborhoods

formed.

These people and the built environments they created in some ways were a
continuation of the suburban trajectory Ar
turn of the century. However, in other sifjcant ways this was a departure from the
visions of developers, planners, and politicians Nkackey, Lyon, and the League
accommodate such an influx of population, these neighborhoods increasingly used higher
density duplex, gardeapartment, andpartment developments. These building types

joined Arlingtonds al most exclusively sing

%% C.B. Roserlington County, Virginia: A Histofyirginia: Arlington Hisrical Society, 1976) p 24748.

*%Us Census, 197MWashington, D.C.: Government Printing Office), Verlin W. Smith Collection;52ox B

VHPT Dbl yO& tSNNEIZI [@® 9FNIS wSeo2tRX bA3ISt 2F0iSNE aw
OccupationalChoice during Segregation in Arlington, Virgind@urnal of Urban History/ol. 40 No. 4

(Mar2014) p 719741.

**"Robert H. Estabrook, "Washington & Old Dominion: Former Interurban in Northern V/tdirdins

Magazine(Apr. 1948) p 426.
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developments were funded by new federal building programs, with the Federal Housing
Authority and Public Housing Administrationsasting in the building of apartment
vill age compl exes across the county. This
environment that many existing leaders and residents did not plan for or agree with.
These developments were often pushed through desptespbecause of wdéime
housing necessities and increased federal involvement. New residents and the
development patterns they ushered in led to conflicts between new arrivals and existing
residents who resisted the changes they saw in their countyeetddynew residents
with skepticism if not hostility®®

All of these changes i mpacted Arlington
federal jobs had both positive and negative components. More federal work opened up
more jobs to existing black residents atolacted new arrivals from elsewhere in the
U.S. Thoughhlackswerel r awn t o Arl ington for federal |
American population grew only slightly. Black populations largely continued existing
patterns of relative stability, comprisinglgr7,000 residents of the just ovE35,000
populationin 1950°* Thr oughout this boom Arlingtonds
continued to be squeezed into an increasingly dwindling number of areas available to

them. Civilian and federal home loans distunated against African Americans, while

% National Rgister of Historic Place&lebewood Village Historic Distribly Jana ERiggle and Laura V

Trieschmann, Augus0D3. http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/registers/Counties/Arlington/060
9414 Glebewood Village Historic District 2004 Finaiiation.pdf

perry, et. al.g WO GSNEOG2RE gl a [ 221 AyQJodraNf UrbarDHspifMarD 2 GSNY YSy
2014).;US Census, 197(Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office), Verlin W. Smith Collection, Box
B-52,VHS
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individual neighborhoods restricted black residents from purchasing homes through
strategies like restrictive covenants. Expansion of segregatethigdl neighborhoods for
federal wor ker s psldakneighboehgods. Degelopers boughtn gt on 6
land that had previously been blaokned, boxing in and shrinking black communities,
and leading to the end of others. This expansion of neighborhoods combined with the
expansion of the f mgbeyoraWashingtoreforthenfeshtimé.s f ac i
The government used a combination of eminent domain and payment to seize lands that
once belonged to African Americans for their construction projects. The government took
over land in east Arlington, dominated lbkack communities since the closure of
Freedmands Village, for the construction o
Navy Annex, and the federal airp8.These forces combined until only three anchor
communities remainedHa | | 6 s Hi Hill, and Green Wadley.n 6 s

Like the generatioh bef ore them, Arlingtonds Afric
strong social and cultural institutions to resist these outside pressures, relocating many
institutions and families to the precious few remaining comires, just as they had
done foll owing the closure of Freedmanodos V
was well organized and solidified after generations of organization and shared
community development. Though not able to resist all closuresnstrictions to their
borders, Arlingtonds African American peop

final three communities.

%% Hoover Airport (1926) écame a federal installation in 1930 and was expanded to National Airport in

1938. Steve Vogelhe Pentagon: A HistogThe Untold Story of the Wartime Race to Build the Pentagon,
andto Restore it Sixty Years Lafdlew York: Random House, 2007) p 39.
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Figure 30

The figure above fiows the extreme disparity in African American (shown in blackyand white (shown in grey)

popul ation growth. Nancy Perry, Spencer Crew, Nigel M Wa
Residential Patterns i n SegrSoghemn6abgrapheiVol. by Nooh(Witerunt y, Vi r
2013) p 416.

The Arrival of New Federal Employees
A large influx of federal employeesd their familieglowed into the area as part
of President Franklin Roos eJnelb4D Washirgorp anded
D.C. led all states in growth with an increas@apulation to about 690,000, up from
about 488,008°* Throughout the 1930s, Arlington continued to grow and expand as a
suburban communitygrom 1920 to 1940 Arlington®Cunt y6s popul ati on me

tripledi from about 16,000 to 57,008° More than half oft e ¢ o employgdadult

%1 ys Ccensus, 1930Vashington, D.C.: Government Printing Office) dSdCensus, 194®/ashington,

D.C.: Government Printing Office) NARA digital publication (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and
WSO2NR& ! RYAYAAUNT GA2Yy 0 DT 2PAFHRThRWESHTtopdTimSsy & dzA Y a 2 NE
December 21, 2011.

602 RoseArlington County Virginig1976)
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residents worked for the federal governmen
programs can be seen as a continuation of themgbolitics which came before
especially Progressivism. But unlikeose earlier reform movements t he New Deal ¢
primary focus was to recover a society rocked by the complete economic collapse of the
international Great Depression. New Deal policies of reform were thus broader in scope
and more overtly economf&® This system of reform was impacted iyt only powerful
political players in the federal city, but also ity civically minded citizens and
professionals, businessmen, and lawydns settled in Arlingtonln Arlington these
political actors were comprised of the men and women who usedliveise talents to
power thereform machine of the New Deal, shappicies in their areaas lowerlevel
federal employee®*

Federal expansion only continued into the 1940s with militarization of the United
States in the years before and during WorldW Two. From 1941 to 19/
permanent population rose from 57,000 to 120,000, and would reach 135,000 5§°1950.
Relocating from across the nation to serve their coumtayy of these individuals and
their families madéheir homes in Arlington.

Though the vast majority of new arrivals and federal positions went to white
workers, changes on the federal level impacted African American employment as well.

The federal government had long provided a unique job opportunity for African

%3 Richard HofstadtefThe Age of ReforniNew York: Vintage Books, 1955).

9 Hofstadter, The Age of Reforif1955); Jordan A. Schwaifhe New Dealer®ower Politics in the Age of
Roosevelt(New York: Vintage Books, 1993).

605 RoseArlington County Virginiél976)p 204-220.
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Americans livirg in Washington. Even with declines in job availability and advancement
opportunities following the Wilson administration, the spike in federal job opportunities
greatly expanded the possibilities for African American employment beginning in the
1930s. Maw existing Arlington residents transitioned into federal employment during
this time as opportunities rose. In 1910 tweydarold Arlington native Edward

Moorman worked as a livimn domestic servant. But by 1940, thanks to expanded
positions within thedderal government, he was able to transition into working as a
laborer with the U.S. Printing Offic8® More than 90% of federal jobs open to minorities
were bluecollar and sukprofessional posts like the one held by Moorrfféhe

remaining postswereciec al . Though still performing ma
position provided him with more flexibility in his schedule, better pay, and job security.
Many other Arlington natives came to work for the federal government at this time.

Li fel ong HdertMasysGartherlwhs still a 'eenager when she was first hired
as a messenger with the War Department, eventually working her way up to the post of

file clerk 58

CLANBAYAL a® {YAGKSE a.dzif SNIJ I 2f YSa {:®Ap&IAPAEAAZY DE 0!
Edmund C. Fleet, Box 4, FileCLH.

607 Many African Americans employed by the federal government hedtbdial jobsPerry, et. al.,
GWIPGSNEO2RE gl & [ 221 Ay@JdodmaNi UrbarDHispiMarR@L4;Nbdeyy Sy & W2 6
t S NIVt Ifluénce of Geography on the Liveé\fifcan American Residents of Arlington County,

Virginia During SegregatiairfPhDDissertation George Mason University, 201-3
http://digilib.gmu.edu/jspui/bitstream/handle/1920/8266/Perry_gmu_0883E_10365.pdf?sequence=1

%% Mary Gardner became Mary Scales and eventually Mary Kattitz P. Koblitz, interview b§hawna

Helene Reedpecember 3,2003Jaf Q& | Aff hNIf | Aad2NE t NR2SOdGz /[ @
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Despite these limitations, federal jobs open to African Americans increased by
56% throughotithe 1930s and 1940s, helped by the Ramspeck Act of 1940. The
Ramspeck Act prohibited discriminatory hiring, giving Washington one of the best hiring
rates for African American®: Many African Americans were drawn from farther south
to Washington, D.C. bthese wattime industries, making up the second wave of the
Great Migration in the 1930s. James N. Gregory tracks the Great Migration in two
phases: phase one from 1900 to the 1920s, and the second phase from the 1940s to the
1970s’®Th e Wa s hi srggiomahpulldfar taeaGeat Migration began earlier in
the 1930s because of the unique reality of New {eemfederal job expansion, while the
rest of the nation experienced an interlude from migration during the Great Depression.
The majority of thesaew arrivals settled in Washington proper, but a portion came to
Arlington®'Twel ve percent of Arlingtonods African
during the Great Migratiofi This growth was dwarfed compared to the surge of white

arrivals. While whiteo black ratios in Washington was 2 to 1 in 1950, that rate was 12 to

perry et al,d WO OSNEOG2RE g1 & [ 221 Ay@JodmaNg UrbarDHispiMarD 2 GSNY Y Sy
2014)

810 African American pull was strong enough tokmaVashington, D.@mong the major cities of the

Gofl O1 YSGNRLRfAAE I 2y IYokandKhicAgh.KSmed NRGréging v | GA 2y a A
Southern Diaspora: How the Great Migrations of Black and White Southerners Transformed America.

(Chapel HillThe University of North Carolina Press, 2q0%)}-43, 133153.

1 Dennis Domer, "Escaping the City: NevaDousing and Gustave Ring's Garden Apantrivélages
[Arlington Village],"n Urban Forms, Suburban Dreaneslited by Malcolm Quantrill and Bruce Webb,
(College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1993)9065

*Zperry, et. al.f W9 G S NE 6 2 Rgfor & Godd Gogethientyalournal of Urban HistorMar
2014)
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1 in surrounding subur$’0On t he whol e Arlingtondés Africa
continued to be dominated by a stable population of families present for generations.

In 1938 12.8% of Ari ngt on6s African Ameri ccdns wor
And that number continued to rise during the 1940s. The majority of these federal
positions were lowevel, subprofessional jobs, 90% of which were custodtaThe
War Department alone employeduastodial staff of 700 in 1942° Payrates, even for
low-level employees making less than $1,600 per year were still better rates than those of
their peers in the private sectd¥. To match her federal salary as a custodian at the War
Department when sheft federal service, Mary Gardner had to work two jobs, cooking
in the Langston School cafeter i®8Estheqq day an
Irving Cooper found herself in a similar situation. Recall from the previous chapter that

Cooper moved to @en Valley from Ohio in 1913 to work as a stenographer for the

®3 Dennis Domer, "Escaping the Citin Urban Forms, Suburban Dreareslited by Quantrillet. al.,

(1993) p 69.US Commission on Civil Righisusing in Washington, D,QWVashington, D.CGovernment
Printing Office 1962) pl1-53. <https://www.law.umaryland.edu/marshall/usccr/documents/cr12h81.pdf

#4perry, et. al.g W9 @S NE 6 2 R &or #Goad Goerarhehtyabdournal of Urban Histoigvar
2014)

®1%|n 19380f African Americans employed in Civil Service Jobs in Washington, D.®@eg88astodial,
9.5%were clerical, and 0.5%vere sub-professionalPerry, et. al.d W9 @S NE 6 2 RgforaGadd [ 2 2 |
Government Jo& Journal of Urban Historvar 2014)

®1%\/oge| The Pentagor(2007) p 313.

" Thesewered ISy SNI f R0OKCEIpositidd s In tBe{1940s federal employees at level6S

made $1,600 annually. Vogdlhe Pentagar(2007).; Reverend David T. Ray L y GASAWI A1 F  / K dzNOK £
(Unpublished Paper, July 196RG 6: Churches, Box 4, File: Our Lady Queen of Rdadde.

%8 Mary Gardner worked at the Pentagon for about four years before-pastdownsizing made her
position redundantMary P. Koblitz, interview bghawna Helene ReeBgcember 3, 2003, | § Hill®ral
History ProjectCLH.
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Department of Agricultur&® She left federal services in the ri820s to work past

time teaching stenography while her three daughters were young. After her departure the
family still had thebenefit of a federal salary because her husband George continued to
work in federal service at Fort Myer. But when George passed away in 1937 the family
was in a tough financial position. Esther attempted unsuccessfully to regain federal
employment. To suplement a federal paycheck she had to work several teachingjobs.
Despite the technically low level of these federal positions, federal employees took great
pride in their positions with the government.

This pride in federal employment was not simpldded to income. When
Celestine Dole came to Arlington in 1936 f
white housed in Queen City an®Butmuda wor k
she transitioned to domegticaswodk afl owot ke 0
this transition increased her salary, it also gave Dole other, less quantifiable advantages.
Despite the inherent limitations on advancement, Dole felt that in a government office
Afeverybody was treatedtequaal .h@arTdhowwgtk 0Dslhe
working in an environment where her race d
worked in a place |ike that, o she observed

African American community saw many others exgacing the pride Dole described.

819 Alfred O. Taylor, JBridge Builders of Nauck/ Green Valley: Past and Pré8entsylvania: Doorance

Publishing, 2015).
29 Esther Irving Coopeatight stenography, shorthand at the National Training School for Women and
Girls, and taught business at Arlington County Public Schitmjtor,Bridge Builders dflauck/ Green
Valley,(2015).

2 Ms. Dole previously lived i@larksville, VirginiaCelestire Dole, interview bysteve VogelApril, 2004.
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He noted these men and women treated their
p os s e ¥dedera positions allowed employees to insist whites treat them with
respect, not Athe way [t hethiprofessiohatirespecte at S
in the workplace African Americans saw the
elite. o

This expansion of jobs and reputation for minimal discrimination attracted new
black residents to the area. In August of 1933 nineteanofd Lula Mae Graham arrived
in Arlington from her familyds farm in Nor

and more opportuniti€€® Shehadworked as a domestic in North Carolina for fifteen

dol Il ars a month, but ifin tArmaisngthdm,t ywhdiodH awe
of moneyo to her. This relocation was no d
entirely on her own. Lula Maeds ol der brot

migrated from North Carolina. Johnny found goveemtwork and Mae worked as a
domestic for a white famil§?* Lula Mae quickly made contacts beyond her brother, as

she joined a church congregation, connected with fellow domestics, and met her future

%2Reverend David T. Ray L y GASEWI AiF / KdzZNDKE 6! y LIRG 6: CHUIRR Bax &, LIS NE W
File: Our Lady Queen of Peace. Arlington Central Library, Center &History. Arlington, Virgini&or

SEFYLX S& lo62dzi K2¢ ! NIAy3Id2yQad YARRES Ofl aa LI Lz I
at the time see Preston H Smith,Rlacial Democracy and the Black Metropolis: Housing Policy in Postwar
ChicagqMinneapolis: University of Minrsata Press, 2012).

%23 | ula Mae Graham, interview IBteanor Edward€ecember 4, 20034alls Hill Oral History Project,

CLH.

e kra FLYAf@ KIR Ffaz NBf20FGSR NBOSyidfe FTNRY b2NIf
Lula Mae Graham, interview steanor Edward$)ecember 4, 2003;alls Hill Oral History Project, CLH.
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husband, Linton Grahafi> Much like Lula Mae, Linton was mative North Carolinian.

He was pulled to the area generally by work opportunities, finding a position as a laborer

at the Peoplesd Chemical Pl ant associated
to Arlington specifically because of familial $ié his aunt, uncle, and cousin lived in

Hal | 6%¥Many lof Arlingtonés new arrivals wer ¢
also by friends and family who had come before them. Kinship networks of African

Americans were very influential in drawing peepb specific suburban areas from

specific regions of the country, with entire families migrating in a stepwise fa&fion.

Suburban Sprawl

Beyond the federal government, local African Americans found employment in
t he areads boomi ngocalbuilding supply commany, Muply @ my . L
Ames Lumber, expanded rapidly due to the b
Founded in 1908 by Thomas B. Murphy and N.T. Ames in Rosslyn, by 1939 Murphy and
Ames Lumber had two locations in Arlington with Rgssand Falls Church lumber

yards, and an additional yard in neighboring Fairfax Coffftyhe lumber yard was a

%25 ula Mae Graham, interview IBleanor Edwardecember 4, 20034alls Hill Oral History Project,

CLH.United States Census, 194Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Officptlase with
imagesFamilySeardfinttps://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VRYY3F : accessed 31 May 2016), Lula M
Graham in household of Linton Graham, Arlington County, Arlington, Virginia, United States; citing
enumeration district (ED)-7, sheet 9B,dmily 161, NARA digital publication T627 (Washington, D.C.:
National Archives and Records Administration, 2012), roll 4245.

62 |bid.

%27 Andrew WiesePlaces of their Own: African American Suburbanization in the Twentieth Century.
(Chicagolll: The Universy of Chicago Press, 2004) p&4, 143163.
628Murphy and Ames Lumbefnniversary in Arlingtaril948, brochure, RG 51: Murphy and Ames

Business File§LH.
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maj or supplier of Aaslnenegys$paperdeporisilbrup hoya na hod o
Amesé have provi ded| Inmarnsytheruiding thaternasthabhis
gone into the tremendogsowtho f t he Nort hern Virginia subu
1930s and 19408°Ar | i ngt on6s construction projects
labor for their employee¥? Beyond lumber, brickyards werelsfiresent in south
Arlington near Queen Cit§?* Local bricks were in high demand to create the suburban
homes of Arlington, a great majority of which were -coetwo-story red brick houses
almost as a rul&? Establishments like the brick and lumber yapdsvided local
employment opportunities beyond the federal government to both skilled and unskilled
laborers.

While providing a source of employment, unfortunately, many of these jobs were
day laborer positions that did not provide stability. Black mekitgy for jobs in the
sprawling construction sites across Arlington and northern Virginia waited in Arlington

at what became known as the @ PPiTheywotkedr ner o

%4 hf R CANX A ¥Nohh®ra Vinginizl SNGBiING 1953RG 51 Murphy and AmeBusiness
Files,CLH.

630Murphy and Ames provided upwards of 70 jobs to local residents, some positions were held by African

' YSNRAOFY I 062 NBNE® éaMofthiern \drgiNaySurdpyil 16) DEBREG BrMNEhpadd
Ames Business FileSl.H.Andrew FriedmanCovert Capital: Landscapes of Denial and the Making of the
US Empire in the Suburbs of Northern VirgifBarkeley: University of California Press, 2013) p 33.

®1y\oge| The Pentagor(2007) p 79104.

) NY* Ay3i2y C2NBRAAY I AGANBSYWNAI2EaeDNBA0 bSAIKO2NK22R
November 1990) p-42. In the early 1940s a skilled bricklayers paid $1.75 per houiThis was about

$0.60 an hour lower than the most skilled laborers in the area, such as an iron foremambatgeod

salary. VogelThe Pentagon(2007) p 179.

%33 Eriedman Covert Capital(2013) p4.
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for only $2.00 per hour, doing skilled hard labor, clearinfand, and grading roadg*

One of these menwasimaomy Cr awf ord from Hall s Hil |l . C
contractor. But despite that trainiQgr a wf o r-sbrd James Taglqr remembered the
unreliability ofthework’*Cr awf or d fiwoul d beiviked $emégbinag
chance, 0 Taylor recall ed. Bet ween construc
construction workers from a Achuck wagono
construction sites. These men worked building the suburban homes that did not welcome

them as residents.

' I AOEAAGO &AOOAOO " Oi xET C #1 O1 OU
From 1930 to 1950 Arlington was the fastest growing county in the United States.
And the changes in the built environment associated with this boom seemed as sharp and
they were sudden. A local buildeoted,i Ar | i ngt on County awoke on

that it was busting out at the seams [wiflgople from all over America, coming to our

nationds capital to help%®ur government gr

%% Day laborers were paid only $2.00/ hour into the 1950s and 1960s. While $1.75/ hour marked a skilled
labor position in the early 1940s, on® two-decades latethis same pagcalecould not match postvar
inflation and cost of living rates. Friedmagvert Capital(2013) p33.

WL YSAa aWAYYeéé 9 dChiodE Mubdidmedan(ans3nga008 bt 6 ®a | Aff hNI |
Project,CLH.

%% Murphy and Amesumber,Anniversary in Arlingtarii948, brochure, RG 51: Murphy and Ames

Business File§LH.
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L— JANUARY 11, 1934 SCALE 1"+ 200 SHEET NO.33

Figure 31

These two aerialshots of Arlington County show the same area in central Arlington along the major
thoroughfares Fairfax Drive, Wilson Boulevard, and Glebe Road in 1934 (Left) and 1955 (right). The expansion
of roads, explosion of home density, and lack of green space tweyears after the image on the left helps

il lTustrate Ar |l i eadamcsionArlingion CauynerialliPlootographs1934, 1955<
http://gis.arlingtonva.us/gallery/map.html?webmap=28ea281cba6a4a5a8050df04c7fbb#78

These people lookedforo mes wi t hin Arl ingtonds subu
of Arlingtonds existing neighborhoods expa
space to allow for more residents. In addition to expansion of existing neighborhoods,
seven new communities were constedi Arlington Forest, Dominion Hills,

Fairlington, Madison Manor, Tara Leeway, Williamsburg, and Westover. One reason that
these neighborhoods were able to grow so quickly and completely was because of
Arlingtonds compr ehen DFVTeat I@&vchadsified aln@stthé nanc e

entire county, including then unsettled | a

837 Arlington County GovernmenZoning Ordinance Adopted by Board of Supervisors of Arli@ganty
by EdwardDuncan, et. b, (VirginiaApril 26,1930)
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suddenly rose for housing, Arlingtonds exi
were ready to become residential hougiiig.

Thishosi ng expansion required serious deve
net works. While Arlingtonds suburbs initia
advertisements highlighted road over rail access beginning in the early 1920s. By the
1930s the persahcar dominated the suburban landscé&pBuilders of individual
suburban developments were respondinie€reating internal roads for those
communities. Thus a major part of Arlingto
and grading for road¥? But for more than internal community roads were needed to
accommodate the boom of new residents and their commuting needs.

With their population boom local Arlington residents recognizedithatr | i ngt on
hasalottodo 0 and among t he fnghwayswpl hagestsbeng was tF
improved B'Highway creation was a major part of the process of suburbanization,

providing easy access between home and busin¥éSzsmuch expansion was needed

%% 1958 nearly 200 homes and undeveloped land sold at public auction for suburban development.

Gb20A0S 27F { I tabverfsendht)WNdVemnbed5alidF8erid WESmith Collection, BoxaR,
VHS; Arlington County Governmengolumbia Forest Nghborhood Conservation Pldny Columbia
Forest Neighborhad Conservation Plan Committee, (Virginia, Noven#}0) p 13.

¥ a2y YR CAGOKSE da¢KS . 22| wahbcalZiledyoh BairRpyy1Y2{ S 2y +Af f
(advertisement), ca. 1930950 Vertical File: Lyon Par€l H.Arlington County Governmengrlington

Forest Neighborhood Conservation Plap! NI A y 3G 2y C2 NB & {i(Vifginia) NovesnppeR®d, ! 442 OA
1990)p 1.

%40 Eriedman Covert Capital(2013) p 33.

*'DS2NBS Y Sy osdEEeRing®Glatiihe’5y1951, CLH.

%42 izabeth Coherl, / 2y & dzY SN a wS LIdzo €onsdivption i Hostwar Arheligléna 2 F al a a
York: Knopf Doubleday Publishing, 2008), p-254
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because of Al ow density reshodentitalke deeabo
because of federal employment expansion within and beyond the boundaries of the

District.>** Local and Virginia state officials joined with regional representatives from

Maryland and D.C., as well as federal représgres from the Naticad Capital Planning
Commissionandtheiml i t ary to creat e *Ahidmeangthabnds r oa
| ocal Arlington officials | ost some of the
state and federal authoriti&s Jefferson Davis Highway, Henfy. Shirley Memorial

Highway, Columbia Pike, Legdackson Highway, Lee Highway, the Falls @iuBy-

Pass and Fairfax Driveheé George Washington Memorial Parkway, Glebe Road, and

Arlington Mill Drive all required expansion to meet dem&ftiThe largest ofttese

highways, Shirley Highway, expanded to 6 lanes of traffic at a cost of $4.6 million

dollars and saw as many as 1,565 cars per lane, per hour b§*1@82hese roads only

Columbia Pike, expanded to four lanes, was a cross county road whose comstructio

843 Nationd Capital Planning Commissidiransportation Plan: Natiwal Capital RegigrfWashington,

D.C., 1959)James J. McDonnell Transportation Collection, George Mason University: Special Collections
and Archives, Fairfax, Virgir(tdere after SC&A)

% Regioml Highway Planning Committéa/ashington Metropolitan Are@ransportation Study: A
Recommended Highway Improvement Progr&iol 4 (Washington, D.Mepartment of Highways, 1952),
James J. McDonnell Transportation Collect®G&A.

%45 The National Capital Region included Washington, Eh€ counties of Loudon,riice William, Fairfax
and Arlington, and the cities Fallsu®bh and Alexandria in Virginiand the counties of Prince George
and Montgomery in Maryland. Natioh&€apital Planning Commissidiransportation Plan: National
Capital RegionNWashington, D.C1959) James J. McDonnell Transportation Collect®G&A.

% Regioral Highway Planning Committe&/ashington Metropolitan Area Transportation Study: A
Recommended Highway Improvement Progr&iol 4 (Washington, D.M@epartment of Highways, 1952),
James]. McDonnell Transportation Collecti@C&A.

%47 Commonwealth of Virginia, Department of Highwatenry G. Shirley Memorial Highway
Improvement (Virginia,July2, 1962) James J. McDonnell Transportation CollectBG&A.
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would benefit county residents exclusivéf§fAll others aided commuters within the
county and to farther out suburban developments in Fairfax County traveling to
businesses within Arlington, mostly federal installations, or into Washirffgi@&ven
withthi s preference for commuter needs over | ¢
largely modernized and complete by the 1h@50s°°° The meetings on highway
expansion were limited to officials, meaning the voices of common citizens were left out
of the discusion of road expansions that would greatly impact their lives and
communitie$>!

Despite their | ack of representation wi
road network greatly aided the expansion of suburban communities. Though distinct in
some waysthese neighborhoods shared many similarities. These communities were all
segregated. While existing communities, like Lyon Village continued to state their homes
were for fAwhites onlyo in their advertisem
and Tard_eeway, whose name was inspired by the Tara PlantatiGome with the

Wind, were established with the same racially restrictive polfefeBhey were also

M58y [/ 1 ffl NRarsAgd: Qdntnyitdan@Ghangaglington Historical Magazina/ol 13,
No. 2 (Oct. 2006) p 484.

849 Commonwealth of Virginia, Department of Highwaytenry G. Shirley Memorial Highway
Improvement (Virginia,July2, 1962) James J. McDonnell Transpoitet Collection SC&A.

58y / 1EfFNRE &! NI Ay3dG2ys Alington KistoNdal MagaZn¥ol 132 y G A y dzA (
No. 2 (Oct. 2006) p 424.

%1 Commonwealth of Virginia, Department of Highwastenry G. Shirley Memorial Highway
Improvement (Virginia, July2, 1962) James J. McDonnell Transportation CollectBG&A.
652Arlington County GovernmenBominion Hills Neighborhood Conservation PlrDominion Hills Civic
Association(Virginia, December 12004) p 56. Arlington County Governmentara Leeway Heights
Neighborhood Conservation PldK(irginia, Aprik005) p 812.
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primarily for middle class residents. A tvabory, three bedroom brick nebuild single

family homein the new Arlington Forest community located in western, central
Arlington cost $5,990 in 19392 By contrast, a much larger existing home in the older
Lyon Park community in central Arlington went for the same rate around the same
time®*This showsapfeer ence for the new buildings
suburbs. Architect Robert O. Scholz and builder Meadowbrook, Incorporated construed
all of Arl i ngt o®WThEse homestwéreentBely Btantaodimer 4,100
square foot houses. Theasauses were constructed in one building boom beginning
immediately following their purchase of the land in 18%8At these price points, both

new and existing neighborhoods provided single family housing for middle class
residents. Other new neighborhooldss Bellevue Forest, used larger houses, irregularly
shaped lots, and inclusion of natural landscaping to attract more mggiele class

resident$>’

%53 NanNethertonand Ross NethertorArlington County in Virginia: A Pictorial Histafforfolk, Virginia:

The Donning Company Publishers, 288Arlington County Governmenfrlington Forest Neighborhood
Conservation Plarby! NX¥ Ay 3G 2y C2 NB & (VirgimaiNavenderia 1990) p & Arhgtoni A 2 v
Forest is bordered by Carlin Springs Road and George Mason Drive to the north, &rattrden Road,

2" Street North, North Pershing Drive, and Arlington Boulevard to the east, and Glencarlyn Park and the
Washington and Old Dominion trail to the south and west.

%4 Homes were advertised for $5,950.1 2& S6 + RGS NI A a 8958, VeiticalsFileCLyoi Pavigh o n
CLH.

655Arlington County Governmenfrlington Forest Neighborhood Conservation Plamrlington Forest

/I AGAT Sy QA& VirgikiaNaveriblerfidA1999) p 4417.
%% The main phases of construction are from 1939 to 1946, with ajbrmeighborhood construction
completed by 1951lbid.

7 St f SPdzS C2 NIl (I A20ya Bel B €t eilit FNED T2
<http://www.bellevueforest.org/about/history/
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This building boom was enough to make
unbelievably soaring langnd home price points, accordingdeening Stakvriter
George Kenned$>® With so much rapidly expanding development, the handful of
Arlington leaders who acted as builders and developers in the suburban expansion of the
previous decades were replaced with a new generation of builders. Rather than a small
elite group, Arlingtomow had a hugely expanded number of professional architects,
builders, developers, and landscapers leading the charge of development in the county.
The rapidly expanded demand in housing and increasingly available financing for
building also encourageddividuals with little experience as developers to break into the
housing development market. Lou Pomponio founded the A&H Plumbing Supply
Company in Arlington as a family business inthe 1$3%&%th en Ar |l i ngt onds
and building demands began tcobothe Pomponio family decided to turn their small

pl umbing business into a construction fi

fi

m

Rosslyn®®Pomponi 06s son, Lostdmuctifmgadk whh dregd

Peteh and| e d darothetgothér,Paulnhdndled financ@ther families joined
this pattern. After seeing the success of centrally planned community developments in

Arlington, the DeLashumutt family decided to creteir own housing development

®*pS2NBS Y Sy y S§EseRing®Glatihe’sy1950, TYH.

q w2 aaf a&poMorroverRiiréd Washington WorldNowDec 1964)Verlin W. Smith Collection,
VHS

9 The Pomponio family concentrated on office buildings, constructing the Lyon Building, the Donata
Building, and five other office buildings which were in planning or construction phases in the early 1960s.
Ibid.
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within the Barcroft communit§®* Brothers Thomas, Charles, John, and Basil

DeLashumutt were all trained as engineers. Seeing the economic prosperity associated
with Arlingtonbés construction boom they fo
and Engineering Company. The DeLashumutt fatmdgtmoved to Arlington in the early

twentieth century. Their father T.J. DeLashmutt was involved in county politics with

Ma c k e y 0-9p canpaign,rparticipating in the violent raid of Rosslyn in 1904. Basil

foll owed i n his f argmeaurdyypolificeas & mambegpafthe par t i c

Arlington County Planning Commission and Arlington County BJ&fd.

%1 The DeLashumutt family constructed theA-finded Barcroft Apartments. They were inspired by

MpopQa [/ 2f2yAlf At | I8stoliciPreddivati®CanimiteeRAliaghdz¥imisi® o0 St 2 o
The Barcroft Apartments: Arlington, VidyMarilyn M. Harper (ApriR5, 1986)Vertical File: Baroft. CLH

%2 Basil srvedin these political offices from thiate 1930s to late 1940s. Ibid.
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Figure 32

In their March 10, 1941 fAWashington Workero issue, LI FE
representativeof the new ideal for suburban housing in the Washington, D.C. area. Cast in sharp contrast with

the snow from above, the standardized size and shape of the homes within the community is evident. Once forest

land, during their construction blitz to createt he nei ghbor hood trees Adingitone cl ear <cut
Forestodo name ironic. AGreatest UREE Bach, 194dwn i s the Nati o

But despite the building boom, single family housing alone was not sufficient to
meet Arlowighgnlbesugirng needs. Some of Arl i n
introduced garden style apartments for the
neighborhoodé&adpreviously embraced mulfamily housing types to accommodate
expanding populations in theckaof consistent or shrinking lands in their communities as
populations grew. But until the 1930s, white neighborhoods in Arlington hardly ever
employed multfamily housing as an option. In the 1930s Arlingtonians joined the ranks
of builders and developgacross the U.S. looking to European models of housing and

planning to find solutions for the shortage in housing that plagued the country during and
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after the Great Depressi8. These multifamily units were centrally planned to help

decrease waste asgdrawl while providing the most amenities at the best cost.

&AAAOAT YT O1 1 OAI AT O ET ' OIETCOIT60 30A0
The first large scale garden apartment complex built in Arlington, indeed one of

the first complexes of it islViKages dyGustavet he nat

Ring®** Professional developer Gustave Ring was a pioneering force in the garden

apartment style with his work in Washington during the early 183®orn in West

Virginia in 1910, Ring grew up in the District and attended Georgehivgt®on

University before establishing Ring Construction Company in $&28espite his

successes in Washington, Ring struggled to get funding for his ambitious building project

in Arlington. Banks were hesitant to invest in apartments, whose foreclotesevere

particularly high during the national housing crisis of the Great Depre¥didhey were

also hesitant because Arlington had so few apartment units before this time that investors

were not sure how popular they would be in a county domirmtsthgle family homes.

%83 Gail RadfordModern Housing for America: Policy Struggles in the New Ded((Hiaagolll.:

University of Chicago Press, 1996).
4 Early complexes includea®burn in New Jersey (1928), Sunnyside in Queens, New York{29a%

and Chatham Village in Pittsburgh (1931). Dennis Domer, "Escaping the City: New Deal Housing and
Gustave Ring's Garden Apartment Villages [ArlingténtVl 3 S &hDrban EbrnescSufban Dreams
edited by Malcolm Quantrill and Bruce Webb. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1993).
%% National Register of Historic Plac&glonial Villagehy Virginia Histoic Landmarks Commission
Survey1979.; Domer, "Escaping the Clyh Urhan Forms, Suburban Dreanaslited byQuantrill, et. al.
(1993).

oW, @ { YAGKE aDdzalGl @S wATYieWashingtdh Sd¥May HA0E3RSNI Ay | NBI =

%7 Radford Modern Housing for Americé1996).
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APeople kept telling me | was®ladkiagpsvate o b ui
investment in his project, Ring decided to turn to the newly formed Federal Housing
Administration (FHA) for supporiTheNational Housing Acof 1934 created the FHA to
stimulate housing growth for lowesind middleincome Americans by supplying
federally sponsored loans for constructiétRing changed his intentions for the
development, lowering rents to $12.50 per room for the ané twebedroomunits in
order to qualify for funding. Using section 207 of the National Housing Act, which
focused on rental housing and suburban development, Ring secured funding for the
Colonial Village projecf’®

The first stage of construction began with 276 unitsaenty-five acres of land
off of Wilson Boulevard between Rosslyn and Court House. From October 1935 to July
of 1937 construction continued until 233 twand threestory Colonial Revival red brick
buildings, containing just under 1,000 total apartmemése complet&8’* Despite the

huge number of buildings, structures only comprised about 18% of the total land in the

8y Ly (i S NBshiSgios Bost1977)quotedinWed, @ { YAGKSE aDdzadGlI ¢S wiy3as b2
The Washington Po¢iay 5, 1983).

9 p{ ® /2y3INBAAT 12daS /2YYAGGESS 2y . bFylAy3I FyR [/ dzNT
Committee on Banking and Currency, House of Representatives, Séviedt€ongress, Second Session,

H. R. 9620, a Bill to Improve Natiaide Housing Staratds, Provide Employment, and Stimulate

LYRdzZ2AGNEBT (2 LYLINR@S /2yRAGAZY&a 6AGK wSaLISOoG G2 1 2vY
Office, 1934).

"9 National Register of Historic Plac€glonial Villagehy Virginia Histoic Landmarks Commission
Suvey,1979.; Domer, "Escaping the Clyh Urhan Forms, Suburban Dreanaslited byQuantrill, et. al.
(1993).;Netherton, Arlington County in Virginj§1987).

" Twelve buildings designed by DC Architect Harvey Warwick consisting of 85 apartments veer@add
the final phase of construction in the miP40swithout FHA fundingNational Register of Historic Places,
Colonial Villagehy Virginia Histoic Landmarks Commission Survég79.
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Colonial Village complex. Landscaping and comprehensive design was an important
element of the garden apartment movement and the desigiarfi& Village. Buildings
were nestled in low density, nent andar di zed formations <call e
interior green spaces and courtyards professionally landscaped by designer James K.
Wright. This stands in sharp contrast to the clear cuttinigees and absolute
abandonment of landscaping that occurred to construct communities like Arlington
Forest. Called fione of the outstanding dev
Architectural Forummagazine in August 1939, Colonial Village apartmentsvireigely
popular®”? The national attention on the project, with Colonial Village alone garnering
twenty articles in various architectural magazines and journals from 1935 to 1940, the
compl exbds desirabl e aestheti csginAdimgtbn t he ne
where demand for housing from newly arrived federal workers far outpaced supply, are
all reflected in the 15,000 applicants Colonial Village received for the first 276 units
made availablé’®

Ring secured FHA loans to make Colonial Villagesgible Meanwhile, the=FHA
participated irdiscriminatory lending practices, known as-figihg. These policies
broke down an areads worthines<“These receiv

were: relative economicestabili uengpsprofeete

26 . dzA f RA Y 3 aTBeyARRitec{urdl Rarupnol Z1, No. 24ug 1939), 11.35.

873 Architectural Forum, Architectural Record, Insured Mortgage Portfolio, and several other professional
journals covered Colonial Villagéational Register of Historic Plac€nlonial Villagehy Virginia Histoic

Landmarks Commissi@urvey,1979, p 9.

Ml AayRaSe . Sal0SoNBdNI2Ss a{ dzo dzNapeypkebentddiakifty Ydarg®® { S I NB:
Reston Past and Future Conferendgsston, Virginia, 2014).
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special hazards; adequacy of civil, social, and commercial centers; adequacy of
transportation; sufficiency of utilities and conveniences; level of taxes and special
assessments; and app¥alThese criteria allowed personalldas of an area' s 6
desirability to influence an individual's ability to get a federally insured [bdne F HA S s
1938 underwriting manual asserted that #fif

necessary that properties shall continue to be occupidtelsame social and racial

cl as®@es. o

Figure 33

The FHAOs dilsecmrdimign aproocyess was called 6red | iningd becat
broken down by colori with the best A zones being Green, B zones being Blue, C zones being Yellow, and D

zones being Redin this color-coded breakdown of communities, @en above in Richmond, Virginia, red zones

were almost exclusively minority and working class neighborhood&ederal Housing Administration, fiMap of

Richmond, Virginia,0 RG: 195 Box 141,Fol der A Ri ¢ h mo n @ Secwity MdpardtAra Fi | e

Descriptions,  &ntry 39, National Archives, Washington, D.C(Here after NARA)

5 Kenneth TJacksonCrabgrass Frontier: The Suburbanization ofhéed StategOxford: Oxford

University Press, 1985) p 1:208.

876 United States Federal Housing Administration, "Underwribtemual, Underwriting and Valuation

Procedure Under Title Il of the National Housing'A@Washington, D.C., 1938).
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Gustave Ring played a role in shaping the trajectory of discriminatory lending
within the FHA. The discriminatory lending practices of the FHA have long and
complicated roots. They wecertainly shaped by earlier discriminatory policies within
federal bodies dealing with housiffg.But scholars like Louis Lee Woods and Paige
Glotzer have shown how these federal institutions relied heavily on local building
professional§’® Federal institions were not looking to reinvent the wheel when it came
to crafting federal housing policieAssociate Director athe FHAG Bivision of
Economic Statistics James Tayloghlighted the power of local leaders on national
policy when he said th& mo r ¢ Ilgndegs and real estate mencadaidf eder al of f i
by directing them in existing lending practicessoflmae can al | ride to t
and be prosperodé’ This power on the part d¢dcal bankers, realtors, and developers
allowed Ring to shapearly FHA policies.
Colonial Village was among the very first FHA insured projects, serving as a

prototype for similar instillations across the courifyRing worked with members of the

7" USFedeal Home Loan Corporatiofirst Annual Report of the Federal Home Loan Bank Board

(Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1933arksonCrabgrass Frontief1985); Louis Lee
222RE4X G¢KS CSRSNYt 12YS [2Fy . Iyl .2FNRXI wWSRfAYyAYyS:3
Discrimination, 1924w ¢ p JoBréal of Urban Historyol. 38, No. 6 (No2012), p 10361059.

Bt + A38 Dt 201 SNE & 9 E O thazDavalgperd Girculathdddeds Rloot Discinsnatiprdzo dz
1890cm b p Jodirdal of Urban History/ol. 41, No. 3 (May 2015)47%94.;2 2 2 RaX a¢ KS CSRSNJI
Loan Bank Board, Redlining, and the National Proliferation of Racial Lending Discriminatiqh9%821 ¢

Journal of Urban HistoryNov 2012)

Wl YSa ¢l ef2NE 4/ AlGe ENBrsuiedMdtgage Partliofol. 29l 19875p / & Of Sa
24.

% Miles L. Colean, "An Early FHA Experiméviattgage Bankelol. 38 (May 1978) p 888.; National
Regster of Historic Place§olonial Villagehy Virginia Histoic Landmarks Commission Surve979.;
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FHAGs | ar ge s c alseapdharpaiicienforfudire vi si on t o
development§® Before working with the FHA, Ring created apartment complexes

throughout the Washington area. In these developments Ring instituted a selection

process for applicants that sotiglut exclusively white, middlelass peopl&®?With this

existng commitment to single race and single
Village FHA application included racially based restrictive covenduthitectural

ForumnotedRi ngés i nf IFHA statirgthatfi Alhl tbhieg busi nesses
big men,andone of these usually stands head shoulders above the rest. In Eh#A-

insured rental housing business this man, first, last and always, is Gustave

Ri nl odeed, by 1939, Ring controlled $37 m
of mortgage instance®® Though certainly not the only factt@adingto the creation of

theFHAGs di scr i mi nasbne of jheirlpreraiere bpilddReng playedsa,

Arlington County Governmen€olumbia Heights Neighborhood Conservation Rigi€olumbia Heights
Civic Associatigr{Virginia,November 30,2004) p 49.

%1 Domer, "Escaping the CEyf Urhan Forms, Suburban Dreanaslited byQuantrill, et. al(1993).;
Netherton, Arlington County in Virginj#1987); National Register of Historic PlacEslonial Villagehy
Virginia Histoic Landmarks Commission Survi&979.

%2 pomer, Dennis. "Escaping the City: New Deal Housing and Gustave Ring's GardenmMaltages
[Arlington Village],"n Urban Forms, Suburban Dreanaslited by Malcolm Quantrill and Bruce Webb,
(College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1993).

WaekKS 21 @ G2 wS O AnRtectutiForgnvol A (AwgSLFd)p A 35.
%4 Domer, "Escaping the Cityh Urhan Forms, Suburban Dreareslited byQuantrill, et. al(1993).;

Netherton, Arlington County in Virginig1987)p 66; LauraLBobed 1 23 &! { (GdzR& Ay 5S0Syi
tFN]FFHANFIFES |HisHrie AlgxanNda Duartesybl N\SENo y6 XSpring 1997) f.a.
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hand intheir creatiorthrough his work in ArlingtonThese policies in turn applied

et hni @aciaamld worth to real estat® appraisin
Though it was the earliest, Colonial Village was far from the only development of

its kind in Arlington.OtherFHA sponsore@partmentomplexesncludel the

DeLashmutt 6s Btg theGomrmons oAApliagton, ene the Rimgimed

Arlington Villagein south Arlington®®® These projects as well as other large scale

apartment communities, such as Buckingham in central Arlington near Lyon Park, were

whites only®®’ Other similar housing tits quickly followed.From the late1930s to the

early 1950s, the core years of-riskapartmengt onos

complexes became a dominant home and architectural type in Arlington until a total of

176 individual apartment buildisgexisted throughout the courity.
Despite their need, popularity, architectural praise, and racial policies which fit

local customs, many local Arlingtonians resisted garden apartment commtffiitibis

was especially the case when apartment complexgbbwied or fell within existing

single family home communities. The Citize

BYySyySiK ¢ WHOla2ys G¢KS {LIFGALE B5AYSYyarzya 2F { 2¢
Housing Policy in the United States, 191968,¢ in The Dynamics of Modern Industrial Cities: History,

Policy, and SurvivaBruce M. Stave, ed., (Beverly ${ilCA1981),p 79-129.

8% Arlington County Governmen€olumbia Heights Neighborhood Conservation Fig€olumbia
Heights Civic AssociatioNovember30, 2004.

687Arlington County GovernmenBuckingham Community Conservation Ri@afirginia, October 2006

%% Nationd Register of Historic Place3arden Apartments, Apartment Houses and Apartment Complexes
in Arlingon County, Virginia: 1934954 May 22, 2003; Arlington County GovernmenGolumbia Heights
Neighborhood Conservation PJdry ColumbiaHeights Civic Associatiodovember30,2004.

%9 National Register of Historic Plac&glonial Villagehy Virginia Histoic Landmarks Commission
Survey1979.
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active role resisting apartments. Despite their resistance, Lyon Village Apartments

opened during the boom of apartment housing in the 1&80slecades after its

construction residents continued to encour

housesd and ot K*%Thoughé¢he apartmentbuildiegs af Lyon Village
Apartments were within the boundaries of their community, Lyitlage residents were
told to fiman the rampartso by community
within these apartments from participating in community organizafions.
Resistance from Arlingtonds existing
restricted to apartment dwellek&hen Dr. B.T. and Lillian Simms relocated their family
in 1945 it was for his new position as thkief of the Bureau of Animal Industr§?* The
Simms family settled into th&urora Hills neighborhood inagith Arlington whereghey
purchased a newly constructed hotfieAurora Hills was first established in 1915 in
eastern Arlingtori® Initially, bungalow homes dominated the community, which

featured a fire station and library branch by the-a@0s. But the neighborhood became

Olyont Af £ F IS 1 A G ALyd yiagBullefinyAliddton, Wikgiig, September 12960), RG
84: Lyon VillageCLH.

Oliyont Af £ F3S [ A G Alyd yWihgdBullefind/Aliddton, Vikglis, March 1963), RG 84: Lyon
Village,CLH.

92 Mrs. Lillian Simms and Mrs. Sue Renfro, interviewlblen BlackwellMarch 1983, Arlington County
Library Oral History Program, CLH.

693Today the area is called Aurora Highlands in honor of the three local communities that came together
in the late twentieth century to form one larger communipyAddison Heights (1896), Aurora Hills (1915),
and Virgia Highlands (1930)bid.

%9 aurora Hills isdcated very near Green Valley and bordering Queen Sitington County Government,
Aurora Highlands Neighborhood Conservation Plan: UptgtAurora Highlands Civic Association,
(Virginia,2008) p 410.
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increasingly subdivided as more contemporary WevH 1.5 story brick box homes were
addedtothemixThe Si mmsdé house was actually const
family. But, according to Lillian, fej ust s
were transf er r®8Rhapidtunovenoéfederal positiors kept the area and
its people changing. This was a source of contention between longtime residents and new
arrivalsThe Simms family did not feelywasgedcomed
regul ar people who were intending to stay
being Aregul aro because they were drawn to
sentiment commonly expressed to new arrivals. Existing white Arlingtoniansathw b
the new homes and the people living within them, mostly newly arrived war workers
from across the country, as somd330si ng ent i
single family homes filled with native Virginiai&These Arlingtonians did not feelah
federal employees were true members of their community, and thus they bitterly resented
the new opinions, attitudes, and building styles brought with these individuals.

I n their new neighborhood the Simms wer
weread ot of people from the Department of Ag]
participated in a neighborhood car p&tiThe prevalence of federal workers was a

reality across all of Arlingtonds existing

8% Mrs. Lillian Simms and Mrs. Sue Renfro, interviewélen BlackwellMarch 1983, Arlington County

Library Oral History Program, CLH.

Flyont Af £ 1 3S [ A G ALyS WiagBullefinyAliddgton, VikgRig, March 1963), RG 84: Lyon
Village,CLH.

% Mrs. Lillian Simms and Mrs. Sue Renfro, interviewlelen BlackwellMarch 1983, Arlington County

Library Oral History Program, CLH.
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becamehe dominant type of employment by the late 193®Brofessionalspanning
from clerk, to engineer, to lawyer, to physician, to architect, to chemist all fell within the
umbrella offfederal employeé.Entire households often worked in federal service.
Pdrick and Saidee Byrne of Lyon Park both worked for the federal government as clerks.
This pattern of employment was true despite family size. Couples with children, such as
the Byrnes who had one son, Patrick, Jr., as well as couples without childedadikal
clerks Norman and Dorothy DeNealeere frequently duahcome houses with both
spouses working in federal servidéot just couples contributed to the predominance of
federal employees within households. For extra money and to accommodate the
population swellmor e and mo r evhiteresidénts tooknndabders @asry
Hay, an auditor with the Department of Revenue, and his farmtgadea room in their
Lyon Park lingalow home to a fellow federal employee, a young man named Edwin who
worked as a clerk®®

For the first timavomen moving on their own came to the area for federal
employment. Nationally during WWII, almost 400,000 women served in the armed

forces, with millions of American women going into civilian service towards the war

%98 yon Park Citizens Associatidiyon Park Directoryyirginia, 1936)Vertical File: Lyon Par&LH.
9 The Hay home i®cated at 917 N. Danville Street in Arlingtoyoh Park Citizens Associatidtyon
Park Directory(Virginia, 1936)Vertical File: Lyon Parkl H.United States Census, 194Washington,
D.C.: Government Printing Office) database with images, Familyse
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VRY8VL : accessed 24 May 2016), Harry E Hay, Arlington
County, Arlington, Virginia, United States; citing enumeration district (E15) gheet 11A, family 196,
NARA digital publication T627 (Washington, DNational Archives and Records Administration, 2012),
roll 4246.
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effort.”° Some were older women, such as War Departierk Kate Ricker who was
in her mid60s at the outbreak ttie war’* Some were married with husbands serving
overseas, but the vast majority were young, single women just out of high school or
college.”% Most of these unmarried young womerrked as clerks, including Bessie M.
Blincot of New York and Emma Brown of Geordf&.These women oftestretchedheir
incomes, which ranged from about $1,200 to $1,600, by living with roomitaRisker

lived intemnittently alone or with a lodger in her Lyon Park hoMf&When moving tahe

" Ed. Major General Jeanne M. Holm, USAF (Ret.) and Dr. Judith Beliaf@ieéense of a Nation:
Servicewomen in World War (Arlington, Virginia: Vandamere Press, 1998)san M. Hartenn, The
Home Front and Beyond: American Women in the 1@80ston:Twayne Publishers, 1982).

w2 aSLIK a® Ddzizys GDANI ¢26yY ¢SYLR MHinglbn 2 2 NI R 2 | NJ |
Historical MagazingVol. 14, No. 3. (Oct 2011)yon Park Citizen&ssociationl.yon Park Directory,

(Virginia, 1936)Vertical File: Lyon Parkl H.United States Census, 194Washington, D.C.: Government

Printing Office) database with imagEamilySearckhttps://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VRY485 :

accessed June 2016), Miss Kate Ricker, Arlington County, Arlington, Virginia, United States; citing

enumeration district (ED)-24, sheet 63B, family , NARA digital publication T627 (Washington, D.C.:

National Archives and Records Administration, 2012), roll 4246.

Dpdzii 2y = & BMingibn Hisbrical BagazingOct 2011).Lyon Park Citizens Associatidryon
Park Directory(Virginia, 1936)Yertical File: Lyon Par€| H.

%3 Lyon Park Citizens Associatidiyon Park Directoryyirginia, 1936)Vertical FileLyon ParkCLH.;

United States Census, 194Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office) database with
imagesFamilySeardfinttps://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VRY3S8 : accessed 24 May 2016), Bessie
M Blincoe, Arlington County, Arlington, VirginUnited States; citing enumeration district (EER47 sheet
4A, family 68, NARA digital publication T627 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records
Administration, 2012), roll 4246.; "United States Social Security Death Index,"
databaseFamilySeardittps://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:J2NEPK : accessed 24 May 2016),
Emma Brown, Dec 1974; citing U.S. Social Security Administfagath Master Filedatabase

(Alexandria, Virginia: National Technical Information Service, ongoing).

™Ddzii 2y = & DMingibn Hisricyl MagazingOd 2011)p 7.

rezy tEN] /AGAT Sya 1 2aaz2O0AFGA2YS & & 2W UnitddN] 5 A NB O ?
States Census, 194@Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office) database with
imagesfFamilySearckhttps://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VRY485 : accessed 7 June 2016), Kate

Ricker, Arlington County, Arlington, Virginia, United States; citing enumeration district-g@D3eet

63B, family , NARA digital publication T627 (WasbimgD.C.: National Archives and Records

Administration, 2012), roll 4246.
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areafrom New York to work as clerksisters Maretta and Nellastine Hartshorn shared

the cost of their small, brick single family home in Lyon P&PiMarjorie Downey came

to Arlington from lowa in May of 1942 at the age of 22 to work as a typist for the Social
Security Office’®” She rented a room in a house near Virginia Square. But workers were

SO many, and accommodations so | imited, th
grl's who worked for the goverasmaeymawlyo Thi s
arrived federal employees found themselves sleeping in shifts in rooms rented out by

impromptu landlord$®

Federal Building Projects
Many younger womewho migrated to Arlingpon found housing in emergency

war-time federal housing. Beginning in 1940 in anticipation of the arrival of even more

federal employees the government began constructing temporary wartime housing

throughaut the greater Washington area. The largest tineréormitories builbn the

recently \acated Arlington Experimental Farm groud8Co mmonl y cal |l ed #f Gi
Town, 0 t-dightadrexcenmplegotted with gray, concrete dormitories housed

to 4,275 female federal employees. One such residenthansOlera Adams, a former

"®They owned their home at 407 N. Bryan StregbriPark Citizens Associatidtyon Park Directory,

(Virginia, 1936)Vertical File: Lyon Par€l H.United States Census, 193Washington, D.C.: Government
Printing Office) database with imagéamilySeardttps://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:C8N&6Z :
accessed 7 June 2016), Maretta G Hartshorn, 1930.

9" Marjorie Downey, interview bgteve VogeEebruary 11, 2004.

"% pavid Brikley,Washington Goes to WaPennsylvania: Pennsylvania State University P1&8&8) p
225251.
" Thegrounds of theExperimental Farrhecamevacantafter the farms relocagd to Suitland, Maryland.

Ddzi 2 y 2 & Dingion Hisricyl BMagazinéOd 2011).
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school teacher from Missouri’ Residents includeservice women, primarily from the
Naval Reserveds Women Accepted for Vol
largelyconsisted of federal civilian employe@SLike the FHA funded projects, this
dormitory was racially segregated. African American women in federal service were
housed at Langston Hall in northeast D.C.

These dormitories were one of many federal civilian emergencyinvar

building projects in Arington at the time. Despite the rapid building of suburban homes

unt e

and apartment housing with both private investment and federal funding assistance, there

were still not nearly enough homes to match the sharp increase of federal employees

looking to settlen Arlington. This was especially true after federal expansion ballooned

further with the United Statesdé entrance i

found that 650 family housing units received 4,300 applicahfhe Public Housing
Administration stpped in to fund building programs in 1943. The largest and most
ambition of these projects was the Fairlington community.

Located in south Arlington, across the small Four Mile Run creek from Green

Valley, Fairlington construction was undertaken from2.94til 1944’*3In those two

Mot SLy2NI [F185 ac¢ ¢ Syhé st Leuls Dikpatabttdd&is, 4944/ articdD RldLE & S ¢
Arlington FarmCLHT Ddzii 2 y = AriDdtoNHistari@aldMAgazingOct 2011).

" Civilian employeestationed out of local Arlington Halkimarily worked at the Pentagon, Navy Annex,
ori KS | N¥eQa { Bavycket Ddai @ §& AGokBiStaricaldMAgazingOct 2011).

agerdt S L wSy i nsured Modgade PatfolionaBs NS . §) (FisstDiiarter 1942) p6.;

+
AnnDeinesg ! { dzNBSeé 2F (KS 5S@St 2 LIS yib658ArlindtoNHistoyicalli 2 y

MagazineVol. 10, No. 3 (Oct. 1995) p-b8.

"3 Nationd Register of Historic Placdirlington Historic Districtt998 For more about federal housing

/ 2 dzy
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years 3,449 one, twpand threebedroom Colonial Revival apartment and townhouse

units were built along curving, landscaped streetssistent with contemporary building
ideals’** The project was publically financed via the Defe Housing Corporation

(DHC). A piece of the National Housing Agency, DHC focused on building housing for
defense wor&rsand their families. Fairlington was their largest project, accounting for

61% of the organi zat i on 0falldwellingsbuiltaUnlke t ment s
many of the WWHera emergency housimgojectscreated for war workers, Fairlington

was al ways meant to remain a permanent par
refl ected i n the ¢ ommare lantdscdpisg, ahe theancluserdof ar ¢ h
parks, a community center, and a school.

In 1941 he DHC also authorized the construction of Columbia Forest
neighborhood. Columbia Forest was intended
officers and ranking govemment officialso’*® With this federal backing and focus on
housing federal civilian and military personnel, the Army Corp of Engineers designed
houses and supervised construction of the community. Unlike its neighboring community
of Fairlington, Columbia Fast had far less design integrity, filled with simple brick<two

story box homes and less landscape and community plafiiiaggh more simplistic

Washington and the Federal Housing Administration's Contribution to Apartment Building Design, 1935
MpnHE YR | 2t EatVONWVKYSYOSIAKYECAYS 2F 2 NY ¢KNBS 58
t Ne2S0ia Ay GKS 2| & KnRtahid2ongsaesh jetHpusiBgtWashingfon: TWaS | £
Centuries of Residential Development and Planning in the National CapitgiChieagolll.: Genter for
American Places at Columbia College Chicago, 2010).

"“Nationd Register of Historic PlacdZairlington Historic DistricLl998

" Arlington County GovernmenGolumbia Forest Neighborhood Conservation RigiGolumbia Forest

Neighborh@d Consevation Plan Committee, (Virginia, November 2000)3.
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these homes still conformed to suburban ideals of the Br@and was so high that

construction was undertake hast i |l y, and the communityads

While county, state, and federal forces all came together to push major highway projects

in the 1940s and 1950s, recall that roads in individual communities were still the

responsibility of develogrs. Though bordering several major county roads, including

Columbia Pike, the neighborhoodds internal

countyods road networ ks, cr ed®WhiegColymbiab!| e ms

Forest 6ds r oad sotherassues were dire. mMarchiofel®48 Arlington

County officials had to evict several families from the neighborhood after it was

di scovered that they had been | iving for t

pitted with yawning holes filledisx f eet or mor't deep with wat
While Columbia Forest had design issues, subsidized barracks style homes were

created even more quickly and with even less consideration for design integrity and

municipal needs. One such barracks project was the GRargett Homes development

built within the Columbia Heights neighborhood in eastern Arlington. Emergency

overflow housing for newly arrived war workers, homes were utilitarian in look and feel,

constructed quickly on concrete slabs. Unlike their countes;piiese projects were

undertaken without regard for Arlingtonods

to George Pickett, Shirley, J.E.B. Stuart, and Jubal Early homes were all emergency

" These roads were not connected to county roads until the 198f&gton County Government,

Columbia Forest Neighborhood Conservation Rig&olumbia Forest Neighborbd Conservation Plan
Committee, (Virginia, November 2000).

a1 NI Th@Evéning Stalklarch 1943quotedin Brinkley,Washington Goes to W#1988) p 237.
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wartime housing projects® These whites only developmentsre@amed after
Confederate officers, highlightirtge racial underpmngs behind their construction as
well as the degree to which this racialized thinking was normalized within the framework

of Virginiads 0Civil War Aheritage

Figure 34

Seen on the | eft, the Colonial Village Apartment compl ex
garden-apartment communities. Pictured in the center, the Colonial Revival homes of the Fairlington

community, seen here in 1943yas completed in 1944. Seen here on the right, J.E.B Stuart homes were one of

several barracks style emergency housing communities created within the county during WWII. Compare their

complete lack of appealing architectural design, community planning, ahlandscaping to counterparts in

Fairlington or Colonial Village. All of these communities were segregated, whitesnly environments’*°

These federal housing projects were undertaken as a part of a broader trend of
federal building in the county. During the 1940s as existing institutions and the alphabet
soup of federal projects created under the New Deal continued to expand in response to
increased federal needs during WWII, the federal instillations in Washington began to

outgrow the boundaries of the federal city. Virginia politicians like Senator Carter Glass,

e RoseArlington County Virginig1976).

™ (Left)Historic American Buildings Surv&glonial Village, Arlington, Arlingtom@nty, VA 1940,

Theodor Horydczak CollectioRrints and Photographs Division, LQ&knter)GottschaSchleisner, Inc,

Fairlington Houses, Arlington, Virginia. Exteript 943, Prints and Photographs Divisib®C. <
https://www.loc.gov/item/gsc1994020328/PA) O wA I K G U & W Ead940Arlngtatel@MNEl | 2 YS &S
Library, Center for Local History
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the chairman of the Senate Appropriations Committee, pushed hard to enstireeva
spending pork came to Virginfa® Arlington had a long tradition of federal installations
within the county borders, with Arlington National Cemetery, the Experimental Farm,
and Fort Myer. With this tradition of building in Arlington and active cimgrfrom
Virginia politicians, federal building projects looked to Arlington. With its existing
federal sites and new additions 18% of Ar/l
controlled’?*

The | argest of these developments came
headquarters, commonly called the Pentagon. In 1941 the War Department opened a
brand new headquarters in the Foggy Bottom neighborhood of Washington. But the
institution found it had outgrown the location of its new headquarters immediately upon
its opering. %% Its ever growing staff was scattered across more than seventeen buildings.
The lack of centralization led to delays and inefficiencies which went from inconvenient
to potentially catastrophic with the arrival of war. Ground was broken for the Pentagon in
September 1941, and seventeen months | ater
comprehensive headquarters was compféfehe site contained 3.6 million square feet

of office space, making it the largest office building in the world upon its opehing.

"20\/ogel, The Pentagon(2007) p 79104.

"LThis figure represents total land used by 1959. The largest of these weér K S 2 | NJ 5 SLI NI YSy (i ¢
Pentagon and the Navy Annex, built in 1941 to house overflow personnel from the Department of the
Navy.Deinesg ! { dzZNB»Seé 2F 5S@St 2LIrSy i #®c ariBtanHBdtdrgay / 2 dzy G @
Magazine(Oct. 1995)

22\/ogel, The Pentagon(2007) p 2134.

2 |bid. p 295318.
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child living in Lyon Village, Larry Palmer and his friends used to go to the Pentagon site
to watch the dizzying pace of construct/GhA fourth grader when WWII began, Palmer
and his friends found Ar I|iiwatghing@nétrsictianatn st r uc
the Pentagon, playing in the dirt and bricks of building sites, and daring one another to
race across the tar of newly paved streets. Local black residents directly impacted by the
new installation6s c¢onstarbuwcutti anheh aduid ddinfgfd
When choosing a location for the Pentagon building the Army Corp of Engineers,
Department of Interior, National Capital Park and Planning Commission, Congressional
committees, and other affected parties originally lookednidd nestled between existing
federal project$® This plan to fit yet another federal building into the federal corridor
between Arlington National Cemetery, Fort Myer, and the newly expanded airport is
what led designers to propose the unique pentagbapkdor which the building gets its
nickname. But those iatested in maintaining viessrom Arlington National Cemetery
and continuing LO6Enfantds original pl ans f
federal project in that area. So anotbiée was scouted for the building, but its unique
shape remained.
Arlington politicians fully supported t
Indeed, before the final site for construction was even chosen County Board Chairman

Freeland Chewtoldthe Séen@ commi tt ee i nvestigating | oca

LarryP £ Y S NJh Haiviar@ Stiet: Recollectioadrlington Historical Magazin&/ol. 13, No. 4 (Oct.

2008) p 1728.

?For a comprehensive history of the building and planning proceed®entagon se¥ogel, The

Pentagon (2007)
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anything that the '§dhis&indrofblanketsuppbrswittest t o d o .
requirements for preserving existing neigh
great risk. Federal authoes were exploring locations almost exclusively in southern

Arl ington. With the exception of Pelham To
Arl ington, al/l of Arlingtonds remaining bl

QueenC t y, J o hns atledHslmds,iwkré in soathemnh Arihgton. Local black

resident s, Il i1 ke Vivian Bull ock of Hal | 6s H
si d%. 9
I PAAOO 11 ''OITETCOiIT1T60 "1 AAE #1111 01 EOEA

While the expansion of the federal government offered employnpg@aitrtunities,
it resulted in increased housing discrimination. The majority of federally built and
subsidized projects were segregated wkotdy, and federal building projects targeted
black neighborhoods for removal in order to build new governmeiritatisns. This
destroyed neighborhoods. It also limited the size and availability of existing black
neighborhoods where the displaced could relocate. While politicians and planners were
preoccupied with aesthetics, they cared little about the existingpAfAmerican
nei ghborhoods directly impacted by the con

Aspecial attentiond to maintain the faesth

PCNBStFYR [/ KSgs INIAy3IG2Y [ 2dzyié . 2| tuBtedinKogdlNY | YT &«
The Pentagon(2007) p 112.

" Princeton Simms, Evelyn B. Simms, and Vivian Bullock, intervidwdily Knudserecember 3, 2007,

Arlington County Library Oral History Project,H.
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conscious that such provisi on&Thisdnclededh ot ma
the neighborhood Queen City and the bordering area of East Arliffgton.

In Queen City, more than 200 working class families lived in modest but well
kept frame hous€es° Generations of families grew in Queen City after the community
wasfounded ol | owi ng the c¢closure of Freedmanés V
William Vollin, grandson of George Vollin,
residents who relocated t o™ QwogensratiGnst y fr om
later, the Vollins agaifound their home ahcommunity threatened. WilliaMollin
described his neighbor hood™whkile\linsaneaal happ
strong working class community, federal authorities surveying the area for a location for
the War Departmentsawsnet hi ng el se entirely. Just as

Village, where residents saw a thriving community, outsiders saw the black

28 Commonwealth of Virginia, Department of Highwaytenry G. Shirley Memorial Highway

Improvement (Virginia,July2, 1962) James J. McDonnell Transportation Collect®@&A.

Botht atli ! NI Ay3idzy +FtyR vdzs$SSy /AlGé 6SNB FT2NN¥SR F2ftft24
Arlington remained a small area adjacent to the Queen City neighborhood in a fashion similar to Pelham
¢26yQa NBfFGIA2YAKALI (2 | I fafth@ fErgdr defefopbnent, &eddatizd S v dzSSy /
information focuses on that area.

"\/oge| The Pentagar(2007) p 109.

B2 xftAFLY A& GKS azy 27F | 26 UNBSaed dedsys7190y S 2F DS2 NB¢
(Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office) dassbwith

images FamilySeardfttps://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VRY&RW : 17 May 2014), Howard Vollin,

Arlington County, Arlington, Virginia, United States; citing enumeration district (B®)sheet 7B, family

155, NARA digital publication T62¥gshington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration,

2012), roll 4246United States Census, 193Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office), database

with imagesFamilySearafhttps://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:C8RIT2 : 8 Decembei025), George

E Vollin, 1930.

"2 susan GilpirClarendon Metro TouArlington:Januaryl7, 1985) p 1Yertical File: Clarendon Post
1959,CLH.
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nei ghborhood as a ghetto. The neighborhood
developerg?® One highway consultant netructing road networks for the Pentagon went

so far as to call the homes within Queen C
in order to fcl e’dmWhen PrestddneRoosevelticamp  Arinftonl a n d .
to view the site of the future Reagon building, it was pointed out that though not within

the grounds of the building itself, the ho
of the neWUpan |dhing. ®bservation fithe Presi
acquiredo and torn down.

And that is exactly what happened. In January of 1942 construction began for the
Pentagon6s road networks in the path of th
construction without anyone informing occupants. Queen City resident Gertrude Jeffress
recalled bat after authorities told her their home had been condemned and they must
rel ocate, Athey only gave you a short | eng
t h e’f®mdeed, it was not until February of 1942 that residents received word that on

March 1 of that year they would have to mdvéProperty was seized through a

33 Jay Downeto Columbus Delan@eptember 2, 1941, RG 66, NARSge| The Pentagar(2007) p 102.

"% Jay DownerlNational Capital Planning Commission Rep¥ashington, D.COciober 1941); Voge)

The Pentagon(2007) p203.
7% Jay Downeto Columbus Delan&eptember 2, 1941, RG 66, NARAge| The Pentagar(2007) p 102.
736

Gertrude Jeffress, interview I8teve VogelApril 2004.

8"\oge| The Pentagar(2007) p 20205.
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combination of eminent domain laws and modest payni&t&esidents who owned

their homes were paid $2,052.These funds were not enough to buy or build homes in

other communities. Evethe least expensive homes in the county sold for more than

double that price, and the average home price was exponentially HiggeH.this was

preferable to the case for renters, like Celestine Dole, who were not eligible to receive
relocation fund$*! Despite these modest payments residents like Ruth Shanklin recalled

that people were distraugh?Thi s was justifiable, after al

somebody took your home, wouldndét you be wu

"8 Us Commission on Civil Righisusing in Washington, D,QWashington, D.CGovernment Printing

Office 1962) pA0-44. tttps://www.law.umaryland.edu/marshall/usccr/documents/cr12h81.pdf

blFlyoOé tSNNESX {LISYyOSNI/NBg> bA3aSt a 2F0GiSNEZ aw2S RAR
t GOSNy a Ay { SINBII S SouthemiGrograpieof. 53, RodAy(\Widter 202 NHA Y A | ®¢
403427.

"9\/oge| The Pentagar(2007) p 20205.

2 KAfS a2YS a2t R F2NJ f Saa3 (0 KBetwren 8500andd0,080fin K2 YS& A
1950. According to the FHA, the average cost of a home in the ssib@iltyashington, D.C, in 1950 was
$17,000cSA3IKG GAYSa GKS FY2dzyd | 6FNRSR (2 vdzSSy /Aide NI
white communities, sold for up to $39,000 in 1946lington County Governmenit, I £ f QHighvielw f €

Park Proposed Camunity Conservation ProgramyWl YS& a® [ | y3a il 2n/(Vilghig Al SyQa !
February 13, 1965)US Commission on Civil Riglisusing in Washington, D,Q/Nashington, D.C.

Government Printing Office1962) pl4-18.
<https://www.law.umaryland.edu/marshall/usccr/documents/cr12h81.pdfColonial Realty County,

4 2YSaé ol ROGe\iashingon Bodovember 3, 1946/erlin W. Smith Collection, BoxaR,

VHS StanleyRw2 gf I YRZ a1 2YS¢ 0 IV&IH SINIMtrECINGion (iBoXeR, Wighn ¢ =

G¢ KNBS bSI Nb & (advartéEhienf) XHe Everiny Stat$46,Verlin W. Smith Collection, Box

B-52,VHS

"L For more on renters rights and the use of eminent domain to remove African Americahs3d2

Connolly A World More Concrete: Real Estate and The Remaking of Jim Crow South(Elbicagplll.:
University of Chicago Press, 2016).

2 Gertrude Jeffres, interview bysteve VogelApril 2004.
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Figure 35
This aerial photograph shows Shirley Highway snaking through Arlington County. This area was once home to
the African American neighborhoods of East Arlington and Queen City. Arlington saw a huge ufick in

federally funded highway construction during the 1940s and950s due the expansion of the federal government,
especially within the boundaries of Arlington County through instillations like the Navy Annex (left) and the
Pentagon (center)Regioral Highway Planning Committee,Washington Metropolitan Aredl ransportation Study:
A Recommended Highway Improvement Prograxfol. 4 (Washington, D.C.:Department of Highways, 1952),
James J. McDonnell Transportation Collection, George Mason University: Special Collections and Archives,
Fairfax, Virginia.

With the push of watime urgency, residents of East Arlington and Queen City
were not able to delay eviction notices as
generatios before. Despite comments from federal authorities, like construction
supervisor LieutenaBob Fur man who said the area was
shacks, 0 Queen City residents |ike Jeffres

neighborhood®*She insisted fiwhoever said it was n

3t. Bob Furman letter to Civil Aeronautics Administrat®eptember 22, 1941, quoted Woge| The

Pentagon (2007) p 131.
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true. Thiswasanie | i tt | e "fAmogthallobthoseavibodostdheir homes
were black. Where Queen City and the neighboring East Arlington were demolished to
make way for the Pentagon, Navy Annex, and their road networks the nearby white

neighborhood of Columbiadiights, which also bordered the projects, was left largely

untouched®®

Figure 36
The image above shows Queen City with the Pentagon in the background in early spring of 1942. Mt. Olive

Church, in the left-hand corner of theshot, as well as brick and wood frame homes are visible. Though modest,

they are a far cry from the fishackso many feder al buil de
community wasdemolished. U.S. Army PentagonApril 1942

But more than homasere lost. Churches, community institutions, and businesses
were also demolished. Like Queen City, Arl
construction site. These yards had | ong pr
skilled labor employmenrteyond the federal government. They were shuttered due to the

Pentagon. Like many of her neighbors, Jeffress was employed at the Pentagon. That job

44 3ay Downeto Columbus Delan&eptember 2, 1941, RG 66, NARAge| The Pentagar(2007)p 202
205.;Gertrude Jeffress, interview ISteve VogelApril 2004.

5 Arlington County Governmen€olumbia Heights Neighborhood Conservation Figi€olumbia

Heights Civic AssociatipfVirginia,November 30, 2004).
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gave her the opportunity to leave the world of domestic service for the stability and better
pay of a fedeaal job. This reality for Jeffress and her federally employed neighbors
highlights the contested relationship African Americans had with federal explosion at this
time. While expansion provided good jobs, it greatly restricted housing through
demolition andhe support of housing segregation through federal building and lending
processes. While Jeffress worked for the government, her mother and grandmother ran a
catering business out of their home, selling food to local brickyard and construction
workers!*® So when their home was taken the Jeffress family lost both home and
business.

Even Mt. Olive Church was demolished. Mt. Olive was first established in
Freedmands Vill age. lts | ands became the b
members were castoubfm Fr eedmands Vill age by the gov
had been renovated and expanded just three years before. In 1939 the Mt. Olive
congregation pooled their modest resources to expand and remodel their church, building
a beautiful brick structuret #he center of the Queen City community many of the
members called honf&’ The church provided more than just worship for members, it
provided recreation, education, and fellowship for the entire comm{ffity.July of

1942 residents held their last seevia their community churchn ow fia r oof | es s,

" Ruth Shanklin, interview t§teve VogelApril 2004.

47 Lamont MackleyMt. Olive Baptist ChurcliArlington, VACentennial Souvenir Bopk974) p 47.RG 6:
Arlington Churches, Box 3, CLH.

i dzaly DAfLAYS avdzSSy /AGesé o! yLIdz f A stdy§ RCUHI LISNE W
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demol i shed chur cfThe loss df theiratiurcH om tomdf theuasseof o
their individual homes and neighborhood as a whole was especially distressing for Queen
City residents. Amembefo t he church, Dole pointed out
the people, 0 so when that institution also
kind of“rough. o

These residents were not sure where to go. Lt. Furman admitted that he and his
men di dndét Athinké much about their welfare
homes’™! One resident, Eunice, who was only twelve years old when the communities
closed, recalled Ait was just such a sad s
g o é n owhiade d?Relatationdvas especially onerous because there were so
few homes. Consistent with national tren@dington was experiencing a housing crisis
in general’> And this crisis was especially acute in the black commuAgiywas the
case regionally and throughout the country, residential segregation and restrictive

covenants barred Arlingtondés African Amer i

a1 NBE & OWSzf & ™ chamort Mdickleghit. ©Rve Bagtist Churcliarlington, VACentennial
Souvenir Bookl974) p 47. RG 6: Arlington Churches, Box 3, CLH.

™ Celestine Dole, interview teve VogelApril 2004.

1 Lt. Bob Furma letter to Civil Aeronautics AdministratioBeptember 22, 1941, quoted Woge] The

Pentagon (2007) p 131.

®2Eunicejnterview by Nancy Perry, October 3, 2012.; Perry, etéa#2 S RARYy Qi KI @S | ye& 21
f A,&89@hern Geographe(Winter 2a.3).

BWENRYS /2NYTFASER FYR al NB2NRAS 286S8SNE 6l 2dzaAy3 27F (
S

al @2 iodonRefiefNov. 19417 . 206 SOT1 1235 4&! { ( dzRHistoficAled@&IaS y G NI £ A T
Quarterly(Spring 1997).
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Arlingtonds new suburban c Gvnthiskindtoy and apa
housigy mar ket AWhere in the world [can] we fi
asked™

After losing their homes with little notice, few funds, and little supply many
people left the area entirely. Friends and families who had lived together in a community
for a generation never saw each other agai
who | ived there was really separated, 0 as
apart’>® But many families affected did stay local. One of the primary options for these
individuals was the federal governmentos e
residents in need of immediate assistana/oid homelessness the federal government
created a trailer camp on mud flats on the
Village, these trailer camps were constructed to serve only as temporary housing. But
their construction was far inferior to the emergency-iwae housingthe government

provided in 1863 for the formerly enslaved. Entire families, no matter thejissirezed

into trailers equipped with stoves for heat and cooking, convertible dzegdhmeant to

" 1n southern citiedike Atlanta, New Orleans, and Birmingham African American residents experienced

insufficient and subpar housing. By 1940, half of all African Americans living in northern cities lived in

homes in need of repair. Douglas L. Smifthe New Deal in the Urb&@outh(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State

University Press, 1988),168; Richard Sterne; KS b SINR Q& { KF NBY ! {{GdzReé 27F L
Housing and Public Assistariteew York: Harper & Brothers, 1943; Westport, CT: Negro Universities

Press, 1971} 186¢87, 190; Robert C. Weaven,he Negro Ghett(New York: Harcourt, Brace, 1948),

66¢67. For more on local housing shortages:3¢dlB aiey wod az22y> a¢KS | FNROLyYy |
in Alexandria, Virginia, 19308 ¢ ¢ ke &irginia Magazine of History and Biograptoy. 124, No. 1

(2016)p 2868 Perry, et. al.gd W2 S RARY Qi KI @S 4Syguther?Gesgtapliefidnter OS (2 € A ¢
2013).

%% Celestine Dole, interview Iteve Vogelapril 2004.

" Jjohn Henderson quotedd A 1 KAY WSaaAOF 2+ ffl OKE a¢KS [2Thé 2F |
Patch(October 142011).
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sleep four people, and no running water. The tight quarters, lack of proper sanitation, and

muddy environment led to rats so large that Henderson recalleddbkelyshake the

boards of the walkways constructed so residents could traverse their muddy environment.
Trailers were actually illegal in Arlington County and officials were anxious to

remove the camf®’ Gertrude Jeffress and her sister Mary got a traiteen they were

relocated from Queen City*They 1 ived in that trailer unt

temporary housing for us. o0 The government

housing. While whites had George Pickett, Shirley, J.E.B. Stuart, anidEhrba

emergency wartime housing projects, Arling

emergency housing could Iive in the George

Hill or Paul Dunbar Homes in Green Vall&Y.

BTe NI AESNE oSyl FIFAYAG I NPAYIG2yQ [/ 2dzy i g THe2y Ay 3 I ¢
Pentagon (2007) p 182.

"8 Gertrude Jeffress, tarview bySteve VogelApril 2004.

"*9Dunbar Homes was built on land that made up the homestead of community founders Levi and Sarah

Jones. Rosd&rlington County Virginigl976); National Register of Historic Plac&eorge Washington

Carver Cooperativapartments,by Laura V. Trieschmann and Gerald M. Mare&®)3,p 1-23. For more

on similar housinglevelopy Sy ia Ay ANHAYAlF &aSS wAOKINR {ALIS>T a5ST¥
Newsome Park Community, Neanp News, Virginia, 1943966¢ (lecture,Virgnia Forum Conference

Presentation, Williamsburg, Virginislarch 3, 2016)CNB R / | NNRf f ¥ G ¢ KS wl OALf t 2f¢
GKS bS¢ 5SIf> FyR {dzodzNb |l y Jouthdraf Unsah Higtofyoli 40No.3A NHA Yy A |
(May 2014), p 51¢535.
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Figure 37

Some African Americans ousted from Queen City were relocated to trailer camps in Green Valley, pictured on

the |l eft. Despite losing their homes to the governmentoés
continued to aid the war effort through federal work and by planting victory gardens, like the one pictured on

the right. Arlington, Virginia. "*°

While many relocated to federally sponsored housing, some residents from
Arl ingtonés closing bl ack neadfmilyoetworksods we

within Arlington to find housing. Eunice a

home with the closing of Queen Ci§} But her family of ten was too large for her

grandmot herds small house. Aft erefortedtavi ng t
move into a wooden shed with a dirt floor
Beyond just family, residents from Arl

able to tap into the strong social, church, and fraternal networks that linked them across

760(Left) Marjorie Colling;eneral Viewl942, Farm Security Administration Collection, Prints and

Photographs Division, LOChttps://www.loc.gov/item/fsa2000056520/PP# (Right) Marjorie Collins,
Project occupant tending his victory gardé842,Farm Security Administration Collection, Prints and
Photographs Division, LOChttps://www.loc.gov/item/fsa2000056518/PB/

®perry, et alg W2 S QRARY 0S8 | yé 2ébeudetd GelbgraghSwiditer 2003pdHQ ¥
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neighborhoods and, with such a stable African American population, across generations.
John Henderson recalled that dAit was quite
association of peopl e®Asl whgtoképt Apebphe
population worked in crossommunity organizations, such as the Odd Fellows. In 1946
| ocal African American columnist Maggie B.
average African American resident in the af€ahe individual was anchored by a
strorg black community built around church, recreation, sharing meals, and attending
community organization meetings. Church congregations also reached beyond their
borders. Mt. Olive Church relocated to nea
Queen Ciy.”®

Through this tradition of community organizations working across all of
Arl ingtonds black communities, individuals
also did what they could to help. James Gaskins, Sr. relocated with his family from
Yonkers New York in the 19408°Gas ki ns saw that Arlingtond
were congested and in need of more housing following community closures. After
graduating from Virginia State University, Gaskins began a lifelong career with the U.S.

Postal Servie. In his spare time he began building, selling, renting, and remodeling

2 3ohn Henderson quoteid WS a4 & A OF 2 | £ £ I OKSE G¢KS [2&4& 2Fhel bSAIKO
Patch,October 14, 2011

Bal33AS . o { LISt f SNEThedvByig Ar@EOctaber 19, 19865 RO/ IRpEks lof
Edmund C. Fleet, BoxAlington Central Library, Centfar Local History. Arlington, Virginia.

%4 Lamont MackleyMt. Olive Baptist ChurcigArlington, VACentennial Souvenir Bopk974) RG 6:
Arlington Churches, Box 3, CLH.

765Taylor,Bridge Builders dflauck/ Green Valley2015).
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houses across south Arlington. Through his efforts, Gaskins created forty affordable
housing options for African Americans in the area. And lifelong Green Valley resident
LeonardL.@ ay, descendent of Freedmanoés Vill age
as a contractor in his spare time, constructing homes for African Americans in Green
Valley when he was not working as a carpenter for the federal goverrByet50
there were twety black construction companies and three black realtors in Arlid§ton.

Whether individuals and families moved in with family, moved into federal
housing, or found their own housing, if staying local, residents had limited choices of
where to movelFormalization of building, planning, zoning, and segregation lzas
restricted Arlingtonds African American po
closing smaller enclaves. At the same time the extreme expansion of white
neighborhoods across every portiof the county physically pinned in the remaining
communities and worked against them. With more and more encroachment from white
suburban sprawl, black and white neighborhoods were pushed even closer together. This
brought the two into sharp contrast.Green ValleyWashington Poseporter Isolde
Wei nberg noted that Ahomes ranging from |
in Green Valley, while just across the str

middle clafsé housing. o

" Three constructioncompaA $& Ay 1 ffQ&a 1 Aff FyR aS0Sy SIOK Ay W
NEFtfG2NE 6SNB o0l aSR 2bodely ReF tVRNKNEA 2HyyTRA bl AT St 6add nedh plinSaN.
Northern City: Black Entrepreneurship in Segregated Arlington County, Vigdini@an Geographyol.

33, No. 5 (2012) p64.

Lazt RS 2 SAyoSNH:Spans Guif BetweatzME)K of LBy Washidgton Posiuly
10, 1966 RG 6 Arlington ChurchesBox 4, File: Our Lady QueerPaface, CLH.
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But more was testake than just aesthetics by this proximity. White neighborhoods
created physical barriers keeping existing black communities from growing. Expansion
also led to land speculation, sharp increases in taxes while black incomes held steady, and
a desire amngst white communities to buy these laf¥dn 1943 even the National
Capital Housing authority reported that wh
Negro expansion into areas formerly occupi
we r e diysawaaerofowvhite expansion into areas formerly occupied by Negroes. The
net result is | o0s¥® of territory by Negroes
Beyond areas cited for federal expansion projects, the most at risk neighborhoods
were Hall 6s Hill a n Arlingtan | isolated fromahe other bbackn o r t h e
communities in southern Arlington. William Pelham, Jr., grandson of Pelham Town
founder Moses Pelham, recalldditi n t he 1930s and 640s the |
Pelham Town was purchased for a white housingldement.’® When new roads were
constructedor this development they box&tlham Town in by natonnecting to the
communi tyos @&hougls asiPellam sotgdteleede \sGve been travel
forth through [t hat aresdentscaldmodoagermsetheseat her
routes to enter and exit their neighborhoo

Pelham family and the others who lived in their small neighborhood. This physical

%8 Arlington County Government, | £ f ©QHighvietv Pdrk Proposed Community Conservation Prggram

byWk Y§S& a® [}y 3adl 2n/(Vilghia, kdbrBafyQd 1965 4 2 OA | (A 2
%9 National Capital Housing AuthoritReport: Shrinking Negro Neighborhop#&/ashigton, D.C.1943);
Brinkley,Washington Goes to Waf1988) p 235%.

™ Thomas D. Carrolyp on the Hill: An Oral history of the Halls Hill Neighborhood in Arlington County,
Virginia(Virginia: Arlington County Public Library, 2002) gl&5
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isolation coupled with rising costs atilefat t hat t he new white com
waswilling to buy their property led to the end of Pelham Town.

Other communities faced similar fates. The BuHeimes community slowly
ceased to exist as an exclusively African American community in a sivalgrthough
the neighborhood kept a sizeable black preséfidde mber s of t he Hal |l 6s
community observed simply and tragicalhyatii t h e | add’8Aftdr geérs of pemsnit
denials and rejections of home improvement loans, many black homes didl mabekto
be torn down. This excuse allowed developers and planners who wanted the land for
themselves as an excuse to seize black real eStataking black communities and
expanding white communities meant tupat by
only 5% of the countyo6s over &Bltthipwapaul at i on
population of nearly 7,000 who all needed to be housed within an ever shrinking
geography.

Where eleven black communities started at the turn of the century, by & 195

only threeremaineddal | 6s Hi Il , Johnsondés Hill, and C

MMMarciaMMiller,{ & W2 Ky Q&a . I LJGAad (VicgizaIBrochure, Rdtobey AL[1298)gp + A NH A
8-12. RG 6Arlington County Churches, Box@L.H.

"2 arlington County Government, | £ £ ©Highvietv Pdrk Proposed Community Conservation Prggram

bydJamea ® [ | y3ad2y [/ A& {VidinByFebauary 13,46)A | (A 2

Bperry, et. al.g WO GSNEOG2RE gl a [ 221 AY 3JodrmaNf UrbarDHsiMarEh2 SNy YSy
2014);Perry,et.ald Q2 S RARY Qi LK @S |S@éhdrdG@BeRapiiefwWinter 2013).

™ N AY3IG2yQa mdopn G 2uhitell Stdtdd Canefus, 19X02aghingtan, DMCa p S n n @
Government Printing Office), Verlin W. Smith Collection, B6R, BHS
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were almost 100% African Americdft. New residents as well as those relocating from

Queen City, Pelham Town, and Butldolmes had to relocate to one of these three
neghborhoods. These communities became incr
example while the community absorbed the residents from Pelham Town in addition to

ot her new arrivals, the boundaries of the
At Mifths of i1 ts original size, 0 only spanning
seven times i n i-hostingR6é63damilies totaliognl,25leeopla by y 0
1950/°Hal | 6s Hill 6s active community organi za
Jahn M. Langston Community Organization founded to keep the community abreast of
changing zoning and planning laws, attempted to keep the community intact against such
outside threats. But without countyide support beyond the black community they were
nomatch to the sl ow push of white expansi on
Green Valley found themselves similarly squeeZé6reen Valley grew by more than

17% from 1950 to 19602 Residents did what they could to make room for new arrivals,

1n 1940 the entire county was 95% segregated. Individual neighborb@mkdowns are not possible

0ST2NBE mMoppn 0SOFdzaS GKS I NBFa ¢gSNB y20 &8SG RSTAYSR
ym: o0flF 013X 6KAES DNBSYy =t Peérryletyalt QF2SK yREAZRA/IAEG | KAH{AS 4 &
otherLJt I OS SauthedrmGBE@phgWinter 2013)p 414415.

" Arlington County Government, | £ f ©QHighvietv Pdrk Proposed Community Conservation Prggram
byWI YS&a ad® [ Iy 3ad2n/(Vigkia, kdorBafy(1d 1965 a2 OA | (A 2

" Arlington County Evironmental Ranning Divisionsleighborhood Conservation Program, Arlington
County Virginia, NauckVirginia, May 1973).

DNBSY I ffSeQa LIRLMZIGAZ2Y AYONBlI&aASR 0& MTOH:S 2N

overall population grew by 20.6%r 27,952people Arlington County GovernmeriReport(Arlington, ca.
1968) p 39, RG @vrlington County Churches, Box@LH.
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renting out spare rooms, further subdividing lots, and creating more-fawmiiiy housing
units where possible.

The federally created George Washington Carver and Paul Dunbar homes were an
important addition of muktf ami | y housi ng uniommsunites Likkr | i ngt
the trailer camps, these barracks housing units did not comply with county zoning and
pl anning | aws. Because of this, at the war
to have the buildings condemned and closed. The white housingpeezits, almost
exclusively populated with recent arrivals of war workers, quickly folded to such
pressures and the white housing complexes, George Pickett, Shirley, J.E.B. Stuart, and
Jubal Early, closed shortly after the war. But Carver and Dunbar heeregopulated
with a more diverse mix of residents. Some were recently arrived war workers, but the
majority were individuals with long roots in the county who had been displaced by
closing black communitie®af r i can Ameri cans i ona¥or gi ni aodos
created cooperatives to successfully sageiime housing folloiwng World War Onée’.’®
Joining this tradition, both created cooperatives to help residents stay in their homes. At
Dunbar Homes, within six years of its completion the eleaee complexvas home to
86 black householdd? Facing yet another potential closure residents Robert McGregor,

Frances W. Burgess, William H. Horton, James M. Smith, and others banded together to

form the Dunbar Mutual Homes Association. The Association pooled résesemurces

" TheTruxton communitysA Y t 2 NI aY2dzi KE +ANBAYAl ® QOourhadN& f f = & ¢KS
Urban HistoryMay 2014) p 518.

al NAf &y [/ KFasSs da5dzyol NI Geen¥aley Newdstdoer 31, W0KIGekidk) h gy 2 | ¢

File: NauckCLH. Thomas O'Brien "Historic Survey of Nauck Neighborhood, Arlington County, Virginia,"
(Unpublished Paper, December 198Z).H.

201



and enlisted the help of supporting lawyers and real estate men, black and white, until
they had enough money for a down payment. They purchased their homes from the
federal government for $264,000 with a $30,000 cash down payment and $284,000

mortgages’®!

But even with these and other types of building projects, there was a finite
amount that could be done, and Arlingtonés
limits by the end of the 1950s.

But the population density also meantthat | i ngt onds bl ack neig
support new and diverse kinds of-black businesses and professions. Arlington never
had a | arge enough popul ation to support a
areas of the New South. Instead only smalles@xisted to serve a community, with
larger specialty items secured in Alexandria or Washington. This lack of local amenities
put Arlingtonds black communities in sharp
dedicated to white shoppers developingia ndem wi t h Arl ingtonds s
suburban neighborhoods.

White Arlingtonianssaw an expansion of their commercial distri@larendon
established itself as a major shopping destination for locals during the 1920s. But by the

1940s fAClaternded gs the shoppi®Bgweerelddder o f

and 1951 the area became home to JC Penny,

BLwhite develgper James A. Hewitt helped secure a loan from a New York based bank, while lawyers

Preston H. Harris (black) and Roy Halquist (white) helped with the legal aspects of creating the

[ 22LISNF GABS YR 0ARRAY3 2y (KS LINP LISHKNSIZEND GesyNRA2f [288/¢ | K
Valley NewsOctober 31, 1974Vertical File: Nauck;LH.

¥ susan GilpirClarendon Metro ToyArlington:Januaryl7, 1985) p 1Yertical File: Clarendon Post
1959,CLH.
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departmentstoré§>But in addition to expansion of CI
which gave that areaf@lowntown atmosphej@Arlington also experienced the rise of
the strip mall shopping cent&¥. The spreabut nature of new suburban homes and the
mass consumer culture of W\WBFa America saw its physical representation in the
shopping centef®> The inclugon of shopping centers in new community developments
was a common practice in Arlington. For example, Colonial Villages included a multi
phased business complex, while Arlington Forrest, Williamsburg, and Westover
communities each created community shogmienterg®®

These commercial zones were convenient for local white residents. But they
served residents within these communities almost exclusively and thus did not provide
benefits for Arlingtonians writ large. Because each of these new communities was
racially segregated, the location of commerce in shopping centers within white, middle
class suburbs, meant African Americans did not have equal access to these new,

attractive economic spaces. African Americans were able to use some of these facilities

Deinesg ! { dzNBISeé 2F 5SSt 2 LIY Sa 904Gk B c priwBtonyHBtorzgay / 2dzy & o+
Magazine(Oct. 1995.

WAOKINR [2y3aiNBIKE a¢KS bSAITKO2NKM2pR o afILIA y I / S
the Society of Architectural Historianggl. 51, No. 1 (Mar. 1992) p®.;George Kennedyy ! NI A¢y 3G 2 y
Evening Stadune 5, 1951, CLH.

"8 To learn more about these changes in other local areas¥ééB a 18y wd az22ys a¢KS ! FN
Housing Crisis in Alexandria, Virginia, 19@0b ¢ Ah# ¥irginia Magazine of History and Biograpfiuy.

124,No. 1(2016)p 2868 Lizabeth Coherl, / 2y adzZYSNR& wSLJzof AOY ¢KS t 2t AdA
Postwar AmericaiNew York: Knopf Doubleday Publishing, 2008) pZ2gY.

"® National Register of Historic Plac&glonial Village1980; Arlington County Gvernment,Arlington

Forest Neighborhood Conservation Plap! NX A y 3G 2y C2 NXB a G(Aringtah Novénp&rd | 442 OA
14, 1990) p 812.; Arlington County Governmenwilliamsburg Neighborhood Conservation Rlan

(Arlington,January 2001) p 338.; Arlington County GovernmentVestover Neighborhood Conservation

Plan by Westover CommitteArlington,1991) p 36.
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but accommodations were still segregat&dmpleted in 1945, the Fairlington Shopping
Center located near Green Val |l é{Hebblamkught t
customers could shop, but were not served at the segregated lunch c&tinters.

As a esult of this restriction from expanding white commerce and increased

popul ation density in Arlingtonds existing
for various goods and services that Arling
could notsustalMor e and more of Arlingtonds reside

businesse&® Many of these new businesses were helmed by women. Decorator Grace
Scipio of Hallds Hill and designer Ann Wal
local black women advasing services like tailoring, dress making, and calligraphy to

their ever expanding array of neighb6tsi Ma mi e 6 Me | | Mackl ey Br ow
cosmetology degree she earned from Storer College in West Virginia to open Friendly

Beauty Salon and cosmetologghool in Green Valley in the 19306% Her institution

8" Seminary Rexall Drugs and Peoples Drugstovef f Q& ! f SE I y(Rexdntria, VA GiB 5 A N
Directory and Co., 1950),84T & ¢ ¢e8b AlydzA G 2 dza t S 2 ISifeétsiof \Wasfdrgton{Bibg® NS
December 5, 2011 .http://www.streetsofwashington.com/2011/11/oncaibiquitouspeoplesdrug
stores.htmb;d A & (iGbotBeélth to all from Rexall Blogune 14, 2011.
<http://capnrexall.blogspt.com/2011/06/rexalthistory-short-version.htmb.

Boazn
axe

" Eor more on segregated lunch counters and Civil Rights demonstrations challenging these

FOO2YY2RIA2ya aSS (KS RAIAGEHE KAAG2NER aAdsS a.dzaf i
<http://lindseybestebreurtje.org/arlingtonhistory#

I KN A [® WSYlAy&as 4. +FtFryOAy3 bldzO1Q&a tlad +FyR Cdzic
| A40G2NAO bSAIKO2NK22R Thé\W4shingtan Poshily 4, 300BStical Kilee | SNRA G 3 &
Naud, CLH.Perry, et. al.d W9 @GS NE 0 2|R&y I T2 NJ 212 D2 2RouD@ @ 8ManY Sy i W20 Q3
History(March 2014).

081 RGOS NI A BhEUWr§infalAer R G 11Papers oEdmund C. Fleet, Box 4, File&CTH.

" Taylor Bridge Builders dflauck/ Green Vidy, (2015); Perry, et. al.t WO GSNE G2 R& gl a [ 221 A
D22 R D2 @S N3Ixudal af Uhéd BliStlofMarch 2014).
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graduated more than 100 black female students in cosmetology, providing them with the
education to improve the lives of themselves and their families.

Restaurants were another major source of employmiémn black communities.
Evelyn B. Simms and her family owned the r
asthecook?Though Arlingtonds white restaurants
the late1950s, black patrons did not feel welcome H&#&i mms 6 husband Prir
recalled that despite being allowed to eat at these restaurants proprietors would destroy
any plates used by black patroisAnyt hi ng we ate out of they
front of you, right on the counter. After you finishecat i ng t heydd pick up
tow it in the trash because they wasndt go
plate.0 Because of this kind of outward hostility black customers continued to prefer to
patronize their own restaurants despitegraéion. Green Valley featured the Shady Dale
Restaurant. Owned by the Oliver family, Hattie Berger Oliver spearheaded the enterprise,
working ashead chef, buyer, manager, and even dishwasher, while her husband worked
two custodial jobs to keep their fdmbf five afloat’**The Countyods propert
which houses county equipment such as buses and snow plows, borders the Green Valley
community on South Arlington Mill Drive. Into the 1950s, Shady Dale Restaurant was

the only local establishment within wally distance where these drivers and county

"2princeton Simms, Evelyn B. Simms, and Vivian Bullock, intervidwdily Knudserecember 3, 2007,

Arlington County Library Oraldtiory ProjectCLH.
Ce2 T Pg2AR FTAySa !lehdedfofrBalisBoye@aiion NaBciasilosd0iH. v G &

ht AGSNDA& K doi Buckinghanshdusihg@émplex and Navy Yaaglor,Bridge Builders of
Nauck/ Green Valley2015).
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workers could purchase their lunch. Because of this the County made a special
arrangement with the Olivero6s so that they
Shady Dale actually served an integrated afilenit remained primarily an African

American restaurant. Residents used the opportunities available to them within the

realities of midcentury Arlington to create businesses and opportunities within the three

anchor communities still open following Arant on s subur ban boom anc

expansion.

Conclusion
Federal expansion greatly shaped Arlington. New arrivals of war workers resulted

in an explosion of suburban development. This development created more single family

housing communities while alsodidg multtf ami | 'y housing options t

environment, changing the lantlseapecact er of t he
The expansion of housing for federal employees significantly impacted

Arl ingtonds bl ack ¢ ommunitiestwere segregétddwhite f t hes

only spaces that prevented black Arlington from expanding. White neighborhoods and

developers used existing zoning, planning, anddattactics to take land they wanted

for themselves. Federal building projects, including FidAdied communities, added

new tools to this land grab from African Americans. Through these tactics communities

like Pelhnam Town and Butlddolmes ceased to exist as black neighborhoods, while

areas | i ke Hall s Hill shinpopkationdengty. aphi c al

Expansion of government buildings into Arlington, most significantly with the War
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Department 6s Pent agon dudtionaldlackncgmmunhitesin t o t he
Arlington.

But Arlingtonds remdHalHiglsla,n ch®mh n toonmd
Green Valleyi worked to absorb people from these lost neighborhoods as well as new
arrivals. They used the people, churches, community organizations, and social institutions
that worked within an #&nemlborlmasds as&heidsuppoft Ar | i n
system when their i mmediate community was
was well organized and solidified after generations of organization and shared
community development.

Al t hough the expassbonbah Arbwhgt amd ¢t h
expansion put pressure on African American communities, both realities provided
opportunities as well . Arlingtonds built e
of the sharp rise of new federal employedse Tesidents themselves also marked a break
from Arlingtondés previous growth. Like the
new arrivals were predominately white. But unlike those who came before them, these
residents came from across the country aot just from elsewhere in Virginia or the
south. Mostly college educated, this new batch of residents brought with them more
socially liberal ideas about race, education, and the proper role of government. These new

opinions had profound impactsonArlgt onds soci al and resident
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CHAPTERFIVE -A WE CANNOT L OFBEHT ASHNVES OST OUR
FREEDOMS DURING RECONSTRUCT | ON “D@HASGING
POLITICAL REALITIES, THE CAMPAIGN FOR SCH OOL INTEGRATION,
AND NEIGHBORHOOD PRE SERVATION

Ar | i n gt arivassvhooweredrawn to the area for the federal expansion of
the 1930ghrough1950sd r amat i cal ly changed the county?o
physicalchangg ad a mar ked i mpact on Arlingtonds /
drastically expanded wi@ population led to an unparalleled housing and construction
boom that resulted in the closing of black enclaves and communities and the shrinking of
the three remaining communitiesda |l | 6 s Hi | | Johnsondés Hill,
Not just the numbers ofew residents but the residents themselves also marked a
break from Arlingtonds previous growth. Li
these new arrivals were predominately white. But unlike those who came before them,
these residents came fromrass the couny and not just from elsewhere in Virginia or
the SouthThis group was very educated, the majority having attendiege’*® This

new batch of residents brought with them more socially liberal ideas about race,

% James McGrath Morris, "A Chink in the Armor: The BlackStruggle for School Desegregation in

Arlington, Virginia, and the End of Massive Resistdnlmirnal of Policy Histaryol. 13, No. 3,
(2001)p 329.

% Us Commission on Civil Rigtisusing in ishington, D.G(Washington, D.€Government Printing
Office, 1962). kitps://www.law.umaryland.edu/marshall/usccr/documents/cr12h81.pdf
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education, and the propereol of gover nment that had profou
social and residential policies.

In many ways the county was finally the communtitgtearlyplannershad
sought for the past hatfenturyi the county was squarely suburbaith commnunities
interconnected by largscale social programs and municipal services which made it
premiereresidential community or Was hi ngtono6s federal empl
manyfederalemployees changed the character of the codimy.skyrocketing
populationcaused a housing shortage which changed the character of housing to
mixture of town homes, muitamily homes, and single family residences. Before World
War Two Arlingtonds housitBhesehomesw8éa5%i ngl e
owner occupied. Butyp1950 that number had shrunk to 51% single family homes. This
had a fAimarked effect upon the I|living patte
identification with the community. o This b
single family ideal of earlyelvelopersAdditionally, the people living within these new
hometypes did not care as much about stamping out the African American presence in
Arlington. Some new residentsd very progressive views on race which called for
inclusion and equality. But nsbwere white moderategho wanted what was best for
themselves and their familigaicluding good schools and increased spending on

municipal needsiegardless opotential ramificationson ace. The fact t hat

7 CB RoseArlington County Virgia: A History(Virginia: Arlington Historical Society, 1976) p 207.
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black population was small, makiup only 5% of the county as of 1940, and contained
within the three black communities also helped many embrace this moderate &tiitude.

With the breathing roontreated by an increasingtyoderatesocial and political
attitudefrom the white majorityAr | i ngt ondés African Ameri can
long been organizing and carving out a place for themselves were able to secure more
rights and social, political, and physical space withincthenty.Long-tested African
American institutions, like chahes and fraternal organizations, were helped by new
institutions and an increasingly active uyg African American populatiopushing for
more and more rights. The majority continued to work in federal service. One federal
report noted that these positic wi t hin t he professional <cl a:
popul ation, Asome of them whose families h

il eadership and community spirito ™o ensur

New Arlingtonians and Changing Political Realities
The new residents of Arlington greatly changed the social and politicalopake
of the county from the political realities in place since the early 190@se Ifirst
decades of the twentieth century Arlington politics were dominageden like Frank
Lyon and Crandal Mackey. These politicians, businessmen, and developers used local
and state politics to bolster a visiohArlington dominated by whiteesidents irsingle

family homesAr | i n gt o and ssidentaerd @so preduinantly Virginians and

" Morris, "A Chink in the ArmgrJournal of Policy Histar{2001).

9Us Commission on Civil Rigtisusing in Washington, D,QWashington, D.€Government Printing

Office 1962. <https://www.law.umaryland.edu/marshall/usccr/documents/cr12h81.pdf
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Southerners committed to the Democratic Parbyugh economically and socially more
diverse and urban than their counterparts farther sduphp | i das ana rhidcentury
comment at or p ut traditionally belerene padyuPetgcratit)a pibtaxi
Sout H®rn. o

In the twentieth century the Virginia Democratic Party was dominated by the
Byrd political machine. Named for Harry F. Byrd, who served as a state Senator,
Governor, and U.S. Senator during his tenure in public office, the Byrd Organization
began in the 120s. Byrd took an already tighttyun Democratic Party in Virginia and
turned it into a formidable political machinEae Byrd Organization controlled Virginia
almost completely. They werefined by a commitment t@acial hegemonysmall
governmentandfiscal conservatisfff* This push for small government and little
spending meant that funds were not spent even for needed social and municipal
improvements, creating an environment that could hurt the very individuals who
supported the organizatiohile na as engrained in machine politics as their
counterpartsinsowth i de Vi rginia, for example, Arl ing
before and during the 1930ery much agreed with and worked within the polices of the
Byrd Organization. These old guakdingtonians stood in opposition to newly arriving

residents, whom they refer r*Recallthatwhentfeout | a

80 Elmore M. McKeeThe People Act: Stories of How Americans are Coming Together to Deal with their

Commuiity ProblemgNew York: Harper and Brothers, 1955) p 147.

8 Matthew Lassiter and Andrew B Lewtsk S a2 RSN} 1SQ& 5Af SYYLY al d8aAdS w!
Desegregation in Virgini@/irginia: University of Virginia Press, 1998}211

82 McKee The People Acf1955) p 147.
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Simms family relocated to Arlington for federal employment they did not feel welcomed
by their new neighbors in élir Aurora Hills neighborhood.illian Simms said her
Ainei ghbors were very awful to [federal wor
for fAeight years or sooWWlolu mopudldateixgpre ctt o Al
if not downright hostilé®® The experiences of the Sins family were far from unique.

This sense of othering was sharply fgjtall federal families. But this resistance
to their presence in the countras especially pronounced fafrican Americans who
came to the area to work ftire federal governmerfirst Lieutenant James Franklin
McCall was the first African American of fi
Fort Myer in Arlington®®* There his tasks includehe honor of guarding the Tomb of
the Unknown Soldier at Arlgton National Cemetery. A native of Philadelphia, McCall
had served in Kentucky and abroad in Europe before being assigned to FoffMyer.
Despite his experience at other militamgtdlations within and beyond th®outh, the
McCalls had a difficult time@net rati ng the fdcli fuUrsthet hey f
only black family at the base, McCall felt that he and his wife Yvonne Jackson McCall

had to act as role models for the entire race. Yvonne in particular worked hard to charm

893 Mrs. Lillian Simms and Mrs. Sue Renfro, interviewlblen BlackwellMarch 1983, Arlington County

Library Oral History Program, CLH.
894 3ames Franklin McCaithterview by Debra Murphy, 2001, Veterans History Project, American Folklife
Center, LOC. kttps://memory.loc.gov/diglib/vhp/bib/29772

8% Walter L. Hawkinslack American Military Leaders: A Biographical Dictioidoyth Carolina:
McFarland & Co., Inc, 2007) p 3301.

8% James Franklin McCaititerview by Debra Murphy, 2001¢térans History Project, American Folklife
Center, LOC. kttps://memory.loc.gov/diglib/vhp/bib/29772
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the officers and theivives at social events, and over time the pair found acceptance. At
military social functions held beyoride basean integrated military clashed with
segregated society. In these situations an advance team from the military had to go to
restaurants to wa the facilities managers that the party would be integrated. At these
facilities the service staffs were frequently black. But, over time on Fort Myer the
McCalls found more tolerant families who went above and beyond to make them feel
welcome. Jamesfel it here was a desire to say O6wedr
heard about. 60

This story of gradual acceptance hel ps
newly arrived majority of federal employees stood in contrast to the old guard
Arlingtonians on issues of race. Though poshing forovert equality or civil rights,
neither were Arlingtonds new residents wil
This reality fits with narratives htsbat <cha
of scholars like Matthew Lassiter, Andrew B. Lewisda@ames HHershman, Jr. who
explore the political and social strengths and limitations of moderates in Virginia. In
some ways the progressive shift seen in Arlington challenges narratives Bkeotho
Thomas J. Sugrue, Andrew Wiese, and Jeanne Theoharis who argue that racism and
segregation were national, not southern, problems. While | do not question that these
issues were national problems, Arlington shows how a significant shift in a poputatio

people who are college educated, white collar, and not exclusively Southern in an area
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with a small black population can allow for the embrace of racially progressive

policies®"’

Figure 38

When attending social eventtike the one above with other military families the McCalls, seen at the center of
the photograph, were often the only people of color present outside of the wait staff. Because Virginia was
segregated, the Army sent advance teams to make sure facilitiasekv the party would be integrated. The

McCalls felt that these African American men and women were very excited to see them there as guests, giving
Yvonne special accommodationsasaavy of sayi ng Black énd whitendigitaltprinyob singalong
social of officers of the 3rd Infantry, Fort Myer, Virginiaca. 1950James Franklin McCall Collection
(AFC/2001/001/29772), Veterans History Project, American Folie Center, LOC.

87 EorLassiter, Lewis, and Hershman see Matthew Lassiter and Andrew Beda, a2 RSNJ (5Qa

Dilemma: Massive Resistance to School Desegregation ini&{\dirginia: University of Virginia Press,

1998); Thomas J. Sugriyeet Land of Liberfflew York: Random House, 2008); Andrew WiBtages

of Their Own: African American Suburbanization in the Twentieth Ce@thigagolll.. The University of

Chica@ t NS&aaz wnnnoT WSIHyyS ¢KS2KINAAX a1l ARRSY Ay tfl
{2dzi K¢ GAGKAY al GGKSg The ByhofiSSiderh FxBeptialg@xioid: / NS a LA Y 2 2
Oxford University Press, 2009) p-49®.
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Federal families were more likely to be well educatedhave beer born or raised
in states beyond the South,express more moderate social and racial viemsto work
aswhite collar professionalBy 1950, Arlington Countyds ad:
twice the national averad® When people like Lillian Simms cante Arlington with
their families they brought with them a distinct worldview that was not consistent with
Arl ingtonds exi st iBefgre conirigitotthe ardal an &signmento n me n t
with the Department of Agricultute Simms family spent ndg 25 years in Oregan
There she and her husbaBd . workedfor Oregon State University, las a researcher
and professor anshe as a secretaty Lillian was born in Minnesota and raised
throughout the western United States and Cartdighly educatedraised beyond the
South, Lillian was also active in social and political institutions, like the League of
Women Voters and the PTA, upon her arrival in Washington. The Simms family
represented a new kind of Arlingtoesident
Di sagreements on social issues and the
daily |lives was also a major source of <con
committed to the political austerity of the Byrd regime. Many were shaped by societies
beyond the south where this worldview did not reign supreme. And, as federal
employees, many believed in a more actively involved government. Beyond this

theoretical disagreement with a lack of county organizations, the arrival of huge numbers

881 1950 less than 4086 US residents graduated high school, but in Arlington most residents had

college degrees. McKe&he People Acf1955) p 148United States Census, 2000: Rep@fitashington,
D.C.: Government Printing Office) p 158.

899 Mrs. Lillian Simms and Mrs. SuenRe, interview byHelen BlackwellMarch 1983, Arlington County
Library Oral History Program, CLH.
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ofnewpeoplgr eatly strained Arlingtonds existin
municipal and recreational services needed expansion. New residents wanted and needed
more services, and they were prepared to p
additional garbge collections, and additional recreation facilities can be geavi
wi t hout ad dasked Arlingioh CaurstyxBeasdMember Florence Carftidn.

Part of the reason for a |l ack in respon
form of governmentin 1930 Arlingtonianshadcalled for a special election to establish a
County Manager form of governméfitSupport ed by Arlingtonds e
residents and those in power before the influx of new arrilatsgbvernment rejected
district voting for an elarge voting system that elected five coubbard members for
four-year term$*? These members in turn appointed an individual from their ranks to
serve as County Manager. The County Manager in turn appointed county department
head$'® Instead of comingrbm a crosssection of the county, new board members most
frequently hailed from the wealthier and less diverse northern section of the county.
Because local districts no longer voted for their own representatives -taigasystem

made the county gouement less responsive to individual community neAds,

BOaNB® Cf2NBYOS /lyy2y 1jd2dSR 6 A 0GKAEThe®SUNSEbtamp&d (i 2y 2 2 Y ¢
1948,RG 96, Box 2, Folder27 CLH.

81virgnia Code Bapter 14, Title 15, Section 156649 allows for Countiesf less than 60 square miles

of highlandwith a minimum of 500 inhabitants per square mile to hold special elections for a change in
government representation type as long as a minimum of 200 regidteoters sign a petition. Sherman

2 tNFGG a! NI Ay3dzyda 'd [FNBS 9tSO0G2Nr& {eadSyy !
Arlington Historical Magazin€ol 10 No 3 (Oct. 1995) p -B®.

2Sherman W. Pragt | NI Ay 3d2yda ! {0 :pSEdits ist@yOsusmgths{and & 4G S Y
Weaknesses Arlington Historical Magazin€ol 10 No 3 (Oct. 1995) p -B®.

#3The League of Women Voteisrlington Community Guidé€Arlington, VirginiaPamphlet,1979).VHS
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because county politicians generally subscribed to the Byrd Organization political theory
of small government and little spending, they were disinclined to spend money on
regional improvement3.hechange tdhe County Manager form of governmetgohad
Aracially di s c ¥ Thechangeofrggvermmerd refresentation came
after four African American residents ran for office in 1$8%d a chance of winning,
because of residential segationthati s ol at ed t he bl ack vote to
Jefferson DistricE!® The switch to an dfirge system all but guaranteed African
American candidates could not win a countige election.
As a resulbf a less responsive county governméeginning in the 1940s and
1950slocal resident$ooking to fill the gap between needs and government provisions
created new county politicakganizationsOne such organization was the Better
Government League, a ngartisan group with overtly political aim§hey sponsored
events with local and state officials to discuss local issues, like public utilities and
recreation, as well as government al reform
and tax systemS? The Better Government League was joined byapizations like

Arlingtonians for a Better County (ABC) and the Arlington Independence Movement

Bprattg ! NI Ay3d2yda ! G gAHingBrHis®icS Magazingddt. 1905211 S Y
85 George Volin, Jr. of Queen City ran for Sheriff, while Mary B. Harris of Green Valley, Dr. Edward T.
az2Nlizy 2F 1 1ftQa | AffZ I/y2Riz/idel & 2a-2NERdS &4 /2 Fy RAFR H 0558 | A
November 1931.Robert Nelson Andersod ! NI Ay 3G 2y ! R2LJia GKS /2dzyde al yl
Governmeng Arlington Historical MagazineVol. 1, No. 2 (Oct. 1958) p 6@./ 2ed PHysician Files In

I NI A yThé \®aghiagéon PostJuly 31, 1931.
<http://proquest.com.library.access.arlingtonva.us/docview/150124216?accountid=46215

#%Harley M. WilliamsBetter Government Lagues & [ S G G S NJ Sipemberdl 928, REBE ¢
Eastman Fenwick Family PapeZsH.
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(AIM) by the mid1950s%'” These organizations were nicka med fiAgi t at or s B

and AArlington Is Mineo by theinsdetractor

Together new residents hoped that fthese |

of Ar | i ngninded graips and indiveduals for a more democratic, more

enlightened | %®Orelofthg majoe arganizatiorts in this swell ofine

participatory groups was the Arlington Civic Federation. The Federation combined thirty

nine civic groups into one body that could work to shape municipal and governmental

policies in the county and state. A large part of their reform aims had to do with

attempting to remove the Byrd organizati on

is more important that the voice of the people should prevail in Arlington election matters

at the nominati ng |-masisah prinbarieb foelocalffigials hed f or
These organizations were npartisan and pushed for the removal of party

politics from many local elections because of the status of many Arlingtonians as federal

employees. Federal employees were limited in their political participatidmel}39

Hatch Act®!® Named for Senator Carl Hatch of New Mexico, the Hatch Act prevented

federal employees froffany active partof campaigning in any federal, state, or local

5 Sy /1 1 ff | NFears Ago: Qdntinyit@an@ Ghangaplington Historical Magazind/ol 13,
No. 2 (Oct. 2006) p 484.

88 Harley M. WilliamsBetter Governrent Leagueto Members September 1949, RG: 6Eastman

Fenwick Family PaperSLH.

89 McKee The People Acf1955) p 147169.
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elections with candidates from national political pafff@#dditionally, contrdled
primaries were an important tool of the Byrd Democratic machine. Because of the power
of the political machine, primaries all but decided who would come out victorious in the
general election¥ And only small numbers of the population participatedrimaries.
From 1925 to 1941 only 11.5% of eligible voters in Virginia voted in the Democratic
primaries.

One reason for such lowtusmut , was confusion over Vir
for new residents. Recall, the amendments the new state constituti®d4 included a
large number of voting restrictions, including poll ta¥&sThese taxes must be paid in
advance of the election without a bill being sent. While created to target African
Americans specifically, these voting restrictions also hurt Adingtd s new arri val
and white. With many residents arriving from beyond Virginia and the South, these taxes
led to a great deal of confusion for new residents. The League of Women Voters sent out
directions explaining bills and timelines to new resideOnce over twertgne years of

age, an individual must live in Virginia for one year, Arlington for six months, and their

80Conf. Rec. 76Cong., I{ Sa a4 ®= mMdpo pz OK® n mArdgtanians for alBet@rOK | OG A GA
County,ABCs of Goo@overnment(Arlington: Mailer, 1956), RG 60: Eastman Fenwick Papers, Box 71,
CLH.

lweo 52dz3ta { YAGKE 4Q2KSy wSlazy /2ftARSa sAGK t NB:
a2RSNI A2y 3¢ GAGKAY al GOGKSHThEMARERIIEINNE yRA | FRNIEY a lda
Resistance to School Desegregation in VirdMiiaginia: Univesity of Virginia Press, 1998Pg-50.;

Arlington County Civic FederatioAQC}; Report of Local Government Committéarlington, March 1,

1949), RG 84, Box 2, CLH.

82 virginia General Assemblirginia State ConstitutigrArticle 11, Section 20 (1902)
<http://confinder.richmond.edu/admin/docs/Virginia_1902.pdf>
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voting district for thirty days before being eligible to v8t&This meant that the newest

arrivals could not vote in Arlington.fAt er t h a i orfler to Wwte yoy mustrhave i i
paid, six months before the November election, any poll taxes due for the three years
preceding the year in which you wish to vot@axes of $1.50 were levied annually,
regardless of voting intentiom;i t hout bill s being sent. The

Association reminded existing residents to help their new neighbors understand the

system. They encouraged members to | ook ou
section tell them that polltaxesinst be pai dé i f they wish to
or the general election this year, o provid
how to identify your poll tax receipisfii t 6s pi Hk in col or. o

Delays in voting eligibility, combined withoenplicated poll tax billing systems
that saddled voters with debts they were not aware of, led to decreases in voter
participation. As a result some new residents were discouraged from voting in

Arlington ®%°|

n 1955 Arlingtondos Rolghaliomoeaateismed a i
Arlington by encoura$iCigipgpeyméntgrofnppol la me

Arlington, Federal employeés constitutethelage st segment of the po

823 | eagueof Women Voters of Arlingtort, 2 i S N &  DalakoferS it ArlinbytéhiVrgintgArlington:
Pamphlet, 1956)RG 60: EastnmaFenwick Family Papers, Box CLH.

B yont Af £ 1 3S 1 A G Aly® WingBullefini&lidgton, Vikgaig, Bpril 1941), RG 84: Lyon
Village,CLH.

825

Leagueof Women Voters of Arlingtory;, 2 (i S NI Ract®édMorerS ¥ Arlington, VirginigArlington:
Pamphlet, 1956)RG 60: EastrmaFenwick Family Papers, Box CLH.

820 Citizens Committee for School Improvement (C@&@St),¢ ! / 2dzy & [/ 2 dzy OSchoof G+ 384 =+

Improvement NewspapeYol. 1 Na 1 (April 1955)RG 60: Eastam Fenwick Family Papers, Box 2,
Arlington Central Library, Center for Local History. Arlington, Virginia.
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because of r e s heirladk of armadeguatel@ in lecal eléctioge had
been the reason for the inadequate services and poor community facilities provided by the
county governmeni®?’ New arrivals strained resources and were incapable of voting for

municipal expansions which Byrd Democrats refusefihance.

While these restrictions hurt new arrivals, they targeted African Americans
specifically and their impacts were most felt within that community. The level of
activism in Arlingtonds black community wo
partc i pati on. But all but a small number of
from voting into the migdwentieth century. For example, despite an active local
communi ty, only 16% of Arlingtonds bl ack f
votein191%¥That same year nearly 30% of Arlingt
attempted to register to vote. While people, black and white, ran into issues registering to
vote, nearly half of all/l of Arlingtonds bl
Additionally, the white women were registering to vote as recent arrivals to the county. In
comparison, the majority of Arlingtonds bl
were lifelong residents seeking to vote for the first time, not just for thdifirs in a

new place of residence. Women like Alice Fleet, Lula Pelham, and Selina Syphax who

827Arlington County Civic FederatioAQCJ; Report of Local Government Committéarlington, March 1,

1949), RG 84, Box €LH.

828Arlington County Government, Poll Tax Records, 1938, 1939, R&160: EastnmaFenwick Family

Papers, Box 7HArlington Central Library, Center for Local History. Arlington, Virgimted States

Census, 194{Washington, D.C.: GovernmentrRiig Office) Database with imagdsamilySearch
http://FamilySearch.org : accessed 2016. Citing Sixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, NARA digital
publication T627. Records of the Bureau of the Census, 12007, RG 29. Washington, D.C.: Natlona
Archives and Records Administration, 2012.

311



hadlived in Arlington all their lives, and whose families had lived in Arlington for

generations, could not register to vote because of voting discrimination.

Figure 39

The arrival of an unprecedented number of federal worker
expanded the areads suburban environment and profoundly
restrictions that prevented many from voting easily, new arrivals were more politically engaged. This

photograph shows a long line of white Arlington residents snaking around the block, as they wait to vote in the

Presidential election of 1944. Their detamination to participate in the political process resulted in an explosion

of new social and political organizations, and a recalibration of existing organizations to me political ends.

Maria Ealand, Arlington, Virginia, 1944,Farm Security Administration Collection, Prints and Photographs

Division, LOC. <https://www.loc.gov/item/owi2001041880/PB/

Beyond for mal political organi zations,
residents also used social and cultural organizations to tackle the lag between community
needs and provisions. They created new organizations to deal with these problems. That
was the case in the Rock Spring community. Here new arrivals found older residents to
be extremely hostile to their presence and
neighborhoods, Rock Spring began as a small clustering of homes around the time of the

Civil War and grew into a streetcar community with the expansion of the Great Falls and
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Old Dominion railroad in the aré&’ This growth continued as 150 additional acres

within the community were subdivided and sold beginning in 1946. At that time Marvin

T. Broyhil and Sons construction erected three bedroom brick ramblers en masse in the

north Arlington community. The people who occupied these homes were active and
engaged WWI I federal empl oyees, including
Helmick who héped lead U.S. troops into Paris when liberating Frérfitidelmick

joined with other socially active neighbors Elizabeth and Edmund Campbell, Virginia
Stitzenberger, Anna Barber, and Dudley Babcock to form the Rock Spring Civic

Association (RSCA)in1956'The RSCA sought #Ato promote t
general welfare of the community. o Group |
they observed an extreme | ag between Arlin
many of their neighbors agreethe group began with 500 members in 1950, and

continued to grow in membership into the 1960s. The group became very active in

community and county affairs, working towards school improvement, helping found the

89The ommunity first grew around Rock Spring Road which connects Falls Church to the Chain Bridge. In

1946 the home and land of original community founder George Nicholas Saegmuller were sold to make
room for this suburban developmentt is locatedn north Arlingtonandis bounded by Fairfax County on

the west, Little Falls and Rock Spring roads on the South, and North Albermarle and Kensington streets to
the north and eastArlington County GovernmenRock 8ring Neighborhood Conservation Plény Rock
SpringCivic Association, (Virginia, March 20G9%-9.

80Born in Kootenai County, Idaho, Helmick traveled around the country and the world throughout his
childhood thanks to the military career of his fatidajor General Eli A. Helmick. Helmick was the
Commander Corps Attillery of the L Army in FranceArlington County GovernmenRock Spring
Neighborhood Conservation PldsyRock Sprin@ivic Association, (Virginia, March 20G9%9.; William
Sumner Junkin and Minnie Wyatt JunKiine Henckel Family Genealogy, 1:3860.(Washington: CW Hill
Printing Co., 1964).

%1 Arlington County GovernmenRock Spring Neighborhood Conservation RigiRock Sprin@ivic
Assaociation, (Virginjaviarch 2009)p 59.
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Rock Spring Cooperative Nursery, creatingpardy homeless shelter, working with at

risk teens, and much more. These activities put the RSCA in a state of constant conflict
with older members of the community who resisted all social programs that might raise
taxes.

In addition to the creation of nesvganizations, existing social and community
organi zations were reimagined at this ti
thecountyThi s can be seen with the Lyon Park
1924, in the 1940s the functions bfs organization shifted from community social and
local campaigns, such as improvements for pedestrians, to a group interested in
international and governmental affairs. Educational programs on the United Nations, the
state of relations with Russia andi@h and the Greek economy all show up on meeting
minutes. The Organization dgrovisionsto Germany and the Philippinéghough local
issuesremaedon t he docket, this shift reveals
new residents whose numbersla@onnection to the federal government through their
spouses and their own employment shaped what they hoped their community
organization would bring to therther organizations were similarly affected. Lillian
Simmswas active in politics on the west sbaand brought those sentiments with her to
Arlington, becoming a member of the League of Women Voters of Arlington. Founded in
1921, the Leaguef Women Votersvas active in political and social issues, primarily on

the local or state lev&f2 Member SudRenfro recalled a real conflict within the

820§} 3dz2S 2F 22YSy +20GSNE 27F | NI Mg/ Oliag Sinims and Mii. B@eNE ¢
Renfro, interview byHelen BlackwellMarch 1983, Arlington County Library Oral History Program, CLH.
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organization beginning during World War 1l between women who wanted to be active

participants in politics an® those she dub
In the late1950s the new political groups formed by Arlingt6 s new moder at

voter base had a great deal of political power. In 1956 ABC and AIM candidates each

held two seats on the County Board, with the fifth seat going to a moderate Deftfocrat.

Though county politics became increasingly influenced by new rdsidérs was not the

case across the board. The county was still at the mercy of hardline Byrd Democrats in

Ri chmond. Als the voice of Arlington fair/l

complained residents of Lyon Villa§& Becausdocal areas must be anded specific

rights by the state before thegutd govern their own affaitsAr | i ngt onds ci t i ze

had an uphill battle against state politicians and the older powers that be in order to create

effective reforms in Arlington County.

I Ol ET @BihglCavilRights Movement

Much of the conflict in Arlington emerged in response to the growing Civil
Rights Movement. In the 1940s Arlingtonoés
pushing for social and political rights through tHemgstandingsocial and civic

organizations. Recall that the area had the earliestirizan branch of the NAACP with

83 Mrs. Lillian Simms and MrSue Renfro, interview hiyielen BlackwellMarch 1983, Arlington County

Library Oral History Program, CLH.

Bi5 Sy [/ 1 ff | NFears Ags: Qdntinyit@dan@ Ghangaplington Historical Magazin&/ol 13,
No. 2 (Oct. 2006) p 484.

85 yonvillage @ (i A T Sy Q& Lyor \AllageBalletit, (Adingtan, Virginia, March 1964), RG 84: Lyon
Village,CLH.
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the nearby Falls Church chapter, founded in 1%848upport for the NAACP and its

causes continued to expand until Arlington County could supportaasgeedicated

branch in 1940 with 71 membét¥.The branch would continue to grow and soon

became one of the largest branches in the $t&téis long civil rights movement fit

with national trends during the 40s, as African American middéd workingclass
individuals were no longer willing to accept the slow moving strategies of uplift often
employed by elite black®? In Arlington this shift towards more pronounced

organization for social and political equality was reflective of national trendsativat s
returning veterans of color from World War Two push for increased rights, and was also
influenced bycountyrealities that saw the arrival of increasingly liberal and active

federal workers, black and white.

The first African American in the state ofrginia to challenge the poll tax in

court was Ar | i #Butermasa rebidest®fiGeeenB/alleylwaa was

8¢ Beverly BunchLyone and Nakeina Dougl@s¢ KS CI f f & / KdzNOK / 2f 2NBR / A
GKS 9aiiloft AaKYSyYyld 2F2FANESYbI Qat €A HPoighshiggMhyamnd 8B ¥ OB
Hard: One Hundred Years of the NAAMIRansas: University of Arkansas Press, 2009).

o >

87Morris, "A Chink in the ArmgrJournal of Policy History2001).
88 Arlington, Alexandria, and Fairfax couyNI Yy OK $3a Y RS "dRistriof. Kiginidowas thet Q& T

bl 1 /tQa Y2ad +FOGAGS { 2dzi KSNY &TiDisti& branshdskverathes nnn YS Y6
largest in the state, combining for 1,054 membevrris, "A Chink in the ArmgrJournal ofPolicy

History, (2001).

89 Robert KorstadCivil Rights Unionism: Tobacco Workers and the Struggle for Democracy in thd'Mid 20
Century SoutliNorth Carolina: UNC Press, 2003)p-1848.; Glenn T. Eskewut for Birmingham: The

Local and National Movement the Civil Rights Strugg|Borth Carolina: UNC Press, 1997)

#9Butler v. ThompsofE.D.VA. 1951)htps://casetext.com/case/butlerv-thompson2>; Andrew
FriedmanCovert Capital: Landscapesi¥nial and the Making of the US Empire in the Suburbs of
Northern Virginia(Berkeley: University of California Press, 2013281
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active in her church congregat®bkemanpwd Ar | i
women of col or t hr oug hoiemalepdpdatidh playédran  Ar | i n
important role in challenging poll taxes and voting restrictions in the c8tiyu t | er 6 s
case made it to a three judge district panel, but was dismissed in February of 1951 under
the argument that because poll taxes applied bot h bl ack and white
[cannot] maintain that she personally has been discriminated against by virtue of her
r a @Thaugh unsuccessful this court battle highlights the growing activism of black
Arlingtonians in the strengthenir@vil Rights Movement and its legal challenges.

Arl ingtonds proximity to Washington of't
national Civil Rights players and organizations. Princeton Simms of Halls Hill was
working as a cab driver in the early 1940san he happened to pick up noted Civil
Rights activist Mary McLeod Bethuneon afdféBet huneds wor k wi th t}
Association of Colored Women and the National Council of Negro Women on issues of
education and social welfare for African American dfgh and families propelled her to

national prominence. Beginning in the 1930s she was frequently consulted as an expert

81 Alfred O. Taylor, JBridge Builders of Nauck/ Green Valley: Past and Prg§tartnsylvaia: Doorance

Publishing, 203) p 7.

#%Charles M Payné, Q@S D20 ¢KS [A3TIKG hFT CNBSR2ZY ¢KS hNHFYAT A\
Struggle(California: University of California Press, 2007) p2&5; Glenda Elizabeth Gilmoréender

and Jim Crow: Women and the Politics ofit&/Bupremacy in North Carolina, 188820.(North Carolina:

University of North Carolina Press, 1996).

83Butler v. Thompso(E.D.VA. 1951 )tps://casetext.com/case/butlen-thompson2>; Peter
Wallenstein Blue Laws and Black Codes: Conflict, Courts, and Change in Twentieth Century Virginia
(Virginia: University of Virginia Press, 2004)

84 Princeton Simms, Evelyn B. Simms, and Vivian Bpitdekview byJudith Knudserecember 3, 2007,

Arlington County Library Oral History ProjeCt,H.
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by the President and became a close friend with the Roosevelts. Simms recalled he was
surprised when At hi s qwestedtogdto thesWhitedHousé. ac k wo
After this chance encounter Bethune took an active interest in Simms and he became her
per sonal chauffeur. Simmsdés wife Evelyn in
because of her local work. In addition to her woakionally for African American
advancement, Bethune was known amongst many in Arlington for her efforts securing
jobs in the federal government for local African Americans, especially young people.
Under her encouragement Simms became a civilian employlee Bentagon in 1943.

A few years later Simms transitioned from the Pentagon toiiggosith the
Post Office®** But the Post Office was not initially a welcoming environment for Simms.
On his first day as a mailhicamriBey, Swmats 6d
want 20 When Simms told the supervisor that

need no help hered and was dahredSmmme. Post

directly, reprimanded Si mms 0 sverscalpgeSmmssor w
AMr. Simmso when he | ater returned to work
at his position with the Post Office, even

got the job, o6 Simms r ec aloffiee#fnew d& mech @bous e € n o

-
o

Arlington County as | did, so they could
took Simms seven years to receive a promotion because any time a new white man was

hired Simms was fbumped o fthédisonigninatiombe e. 0 Whe

8% Princeton Simms, Evelyn B. Simms, and Vivian Bpitaekview byJudith Knudserecember 3, 2007,

Arlington County Library Oral History Project,H.
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experienced in hisworkplace That made me angry, 0 he recal
and transformed it into constructive change. In addition to working to improve his

personal condition in the workplace through promotion, Simmarbe@n active

member of Arlingtonds NAACP where he worke
Arl ingtonds facilities and sought fair tre
I Ol ETCOTT60 3AEITI O

The School Improvement Movement
Whil e Arlingtonds <civic gishnghepolptaxs hed ¢

and reforming the state constitution and judicial process, school improvement was by far

the biggest issue for these organizatitfitlew and existing black and white

organizationgocused onmprovingAr | i n gt o rBatshe scaldnd scdpe of these
organizations changed dramatically within the white community. The Better Government
League sought members amongst dall those w
better schools #ahoArmglhi Mgt omgEewmtsy fodrst s
established at the close of the Civil War, sixty years tagy remained small,

neighborhood institutions without rigorous curriculums. A report created by the US

Bureau of Education in 1930"outaf@&cemparaie! i ngt

848 Citizens Committee for School Improvement (COBt, for Progressive Democraférlington, VA:

Mailer, August 5, 1947RG 60Eastman Fenwick Papers, Bo€PH.5 Sy / ! ff I NRZ &! NI Ay 3
1 32Y [ 2y GAYy dzAdington HisRricdl MdgaziBaoths, No. 2 (Oct. 2006) p-4a.

%" Harley M. WilliamsBetter Government Leaguéo Members September 1949, RG: 6Eastman
Fenwick Family PaperGLH.
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school district$®*I n 1930 Arlingtonéds white parent an
across the county banded together to create the County Council of HieAissue of

school improvement was on the ribeoughout the 1930butthe situation became even

more seriog for Arlington parents when Washington,(b&G s chool s began |
institutions to city residents or requiring tuitions1946. Untilthese restrictions were put

into place, parents interested in elite educations for their studerte\blelack or white,

sent them into Washington to be educaiétk elimination of this option spurred many

of Arlingtonds parents into action.

Local parentind federal employee Warren E. Cox warnedftheth e t i de of
younger children threatens to overwhelre limited facilities of our Arlington Public
S ¢ h o Y°IThere were so few classrooms that nearly 1y06ife students had to attend
classes in shift¥’ In the 1940s and early 1950s school budgets and polieirsstill
controlled by Byrd Democratndold guard Virginiansvho avoided spending at all
costsAr |l i ngtonés School Board was wasgtpeoi nt ed

Aincapable or unwilling to meet the result

88 Arlington County Governmentfistory of County PTA Council, Arlington, Virginia, 4831

by BelvaMargare Owens, (Arlington, 1949)Research and Records Committee, Arlington Historical
{20AS8S0Gex a/2YYdzyAide 9FF2NI A& (AdinglorvHisSicahBgatinevolB2t a Ay |
No. 2 (Oct 1966) 41-46.

89 Arlington County Governmenrlington Convention on School Bo&@andidates(Arlington, VA: Flyer,

Septemberl951), RG 60: Eastman Fenwick Family Papers, Boki2,
BO Lt f 1 NRZ a! NI A yAding®n/Histoical Mag&rindgEt. 2008) D 434.

®1Elmore M. McKeeThe People Ac€1955) p 148.
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when fAthe Feder ald Godvee ramneen twi &ripismitéfwde pop ul a
is highlighted by School Superintendent Fletcher Kemp. When asked about the status of
schools in the Fairlington community, Kemp replied that since that development was

built by the federal government fazderal employees that those children were not his
responsibilit”*Ke mp qui pped that Athe children can

until their schools were built for all he was concerfréd.

In 1946 Arlingtonians for a Better County (ABC) got involweith school and
School Board reform. At the same time the
soaredStarting with 1,000 members in 193he group hadhore than 12,000 members
by1949®*°These members were predominatel y made
federal workers. The Citizens Committee for School Improvement (CCSI) was formed to
merge civic, professional, cultural, and PTA groups all working towards school
improvemenf® The CCSI held monthly meetings with parents, representatives from

eachof A ngt onés school districts, as well as

82Researchanw SO2 NRa / 2YYAGGSSSE I NIAy3IG2y 1 Aad2NRAOFE {204
in Arlington Countg Arlington HistoricaMagazineVol 3, No. 2 (Oct 1964)41-46.

B3 I NI LIKNI a8 27F cCf S0 G&irfndbdnYeSidehiOscaeBenlMTiSe¥, By Beopie Act
(1955) p 151.

BiwSasSNOK FyR wSO2NRa /2YYAGGSSE I NI AYy3IG2Y | Aad2 N
Ay | NI Ay JAiliagn HiodrgNiagdagzineVol 3, No. 2 (Oct 196§)41-46.

B I NI LIKNI &8 2 Tsta@mebtib@&irinhibn YeSidehiOscareBeauMcKee The People Act
(1955) p 151.

#°Morris, "A Chink in the ArmgrJournal of Policy Histar{2001).

%6 Citizens Committee for School Improvement (C@Rijectives(Arlington, VA: flyer, May 8, 1946), RG:

60: Eastman Fenwick Family Papers, FileCGaAd.
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including the Arlington Civic Federation and the Better Government League. All of these
organi zations came together under the umbr

movement®’

The ranksf these varied organizations were filled with men like Warren E. Cox.
Born in Nebraska, Cox was educated in public schools in Florida and Georgia before
studying law at Emory University in Atlanfa® Cox moved to Arlington in 1941 to serve
as a lawyer wittthe Legal Division of the Federal Housing Administration. Arriving in
Arlington with two schoolaged children, Cox valued public education and became
actively involved in school reform, serving as County Council president in 1949. New
residents like Lillan Simms became involved in the school moventlerdgugh other
organizationsRecall that Dr. B.T. Simms relocated his family to Washington to serve as
the Chief of the Department of Agriculture
his wife Lillian were highly educatedrhese educated peoplanted a strong public
school system for their childrefheir reforms sought not only more buildings but also
improved curriculums and better teachers. Journalist EImore M. McKee noted that
A b ec aus speanrfabilitigs and mterests, government researchers and
administrators were particularly alert to the mental and environmental needs of their

childrend®° Long time Arlington residentsisagreedresising the interventionof new

%7Charles Fenwicki ¢ KS { OK2 2t { ¥ (Pdsertatichyal946/194¥)ARGHED:\EAstman
Fenwick Family PaperGLH.

858Arlington County Governmen#rlington Convention on School Board Candidatadington, VA: Flyer,

September1951), RG 60: Eastman Fenwick Family Papers, BokI2,

¥9McKee The People Acf1955) p 148.
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arrivals into their sabol systemOne Arlingtonnativec o mp | ai ned Al f you K
stick a pin in a butterfly you can get a |

kind of nitwits we have |iving here and tr

All of these organizations toteer successfully campaigned for bonds to support
Ar | i ngt o A*®Bst mestsiguificdntly,.together these groups worked to create a
guorum to call for, and then win, a special election in May of 1947 to makebership
onthe School Board an electedsition rather than an appointed positfohiTen
thousand Arlingtonians voted on the issue, making it the largest special election turnout
to date®®? One Arlington resident involved in the reform movement, Harley M. Williams,
predicted At hlkeseaatctwin minsg wpodilntmai A the dr i
minded groups and individuals for a more democratic, more enlightened local
g o v e r n"thwhen finally able to vote for their own school board candidates every
individual who campaigned on platforms ehsol improvement won. In fact, the
winning candidatevith the fewest votes stitarned more than 2,300 more votes than the
highest of the oldyjuard candidates supported by the Byrd organiz&titrhe first board

was made up of Barnard Joy (chair), EliegbCampbell, Colin MacPherson, O. Glenn

89 Harley M. WilliamsBetter Government Leaguéo Members September 1949, RG: 6@Eastman

Fenwick Family PapeiGLH.
81 McKee The People Ac(1955) p 147169.
%2 |bid., p 155.

83 Harley M. WilliamsBetter Government Leaguéo Members September 1949, RG: 6Eastman

Fenwick Family PaperSLH.

84 McKee The People Acf1955) p 156.

323



Stahl, and Curtis Tuthill. These individuals had a different kind of background than their
predecessors. Two were federal employees, the Hatch Act allowing for participation in
nonpolitical posts; one was a professat George Washington; and one was a ted€her.

Most were involved in Arlingtonds better s
century reform organizatiorissuch as Campbell who was a member of the CCSI, her

local PTA, the League of Women Voters, avas a founding member of the Rock

Spring Civic Associatioi”®Thi s group began making changes
By the mid1950s Arlington County schools had several new buildings, more than a half

dozen renovation projects, new special needs sarfacdoth disabled and gifted

students, curriculum improvements, and the addition of music, health, and physical

education classé€’

These school improvement organizations were not intended to help further black
education. Despite this fact andptighnot distributed evenly, school improvement
reached Ar | i ngthanksdghe baltdavorkof a engagedipgoulation

the late1940s the NAACP supported ABC candidates for school board in exchange for a

85 30y worked for the Department of Agriculture, Stahl the Federal Security Agency, Tuthill was a

psychology professor at€BrgeWashington Universityand Campbell was a teacher. McK&ke People
Act, (1955).

866ArIington County Governmen#rlingtonConvention on School Board Candida(éslington, VA: Flyer,
Septemberl951), RG 60: Eastman Fenwick Family Papers, BOkI2,

87 Arlington County Civic FederatioReport, Fiscal Year 194950 (Arlington, 1950), RG 84yon \ilage
Civic Association,d® 3,CLH.McKee,The People Ac1955).
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promise that black schools would alsoitmproved®®® Education had long been a
cornerstone of African American community development in Arlington. Since the first
calls for schools in Freedmant6és Village, Db
as important in their own right and for theutg opportunities they would provide.
Recall that Arlingtonds black community ha
programs since the 1910s, when Ella Boston successfully lobbied the county for an
African American eighth grad8’Ar | i n gt o n 6 sfoubdedPTAs ingach of thet
black schools. Green Valley resident Esther Cooper greatly valued education for her three
daughters. The family saved to purchase a set of encyclopedias even before installing
electricity or indoor plumbing into theirhome. €@ er s6 i nterest i n i mp
was not isolated to her own home and children. She herself worked as a teacher and was
very active with the PTAs at her childreno
several year&’® Green Valley neighbors AlicB. Fleet, also a teacher, and Edward
Stother also became actively involved with the PTA in the commEfity.

Beyond individual school PTA&r | i ngt o n 6 salsdphrécipdtedine ader s

countywide school improvement organizations. Black and white civiagsdook up

BeKS AYTF2NXYIGAZ2Y Fo2dzi GKS bl 1 /tQa LI NIAOALI GAZY A\
of Barbara Marx, Local NAACP Activity Fi&s$].

89See Chapter Three{ 2 ¢ KIF G 2 S al & hated dzyerBrivgeBlildels Bfaucd dzf t f
Green Valley(2015).

870

Cooper taught English, shorthand, and typing in Arlington and D.C. See Chaptesi Thize ¢ KI (i 2 §
May Occupy Our Rightful PlageTaylor,Bridge Builders dflauck/ Green Valley2015)p 41.

LI NDBENF 'Yy az2gSNE 48THeSWashingfoh Stidanyasy 31, 1960kiticaAell K
Nauck,CLH.
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education and school I mprovement as a corn
school improvement movement a powerful social and political force in the 1940s and

1950s. Stother became a member of ABC. Others in the African Americanurotyym
createdparallel institutions for school improvements, includihg Arlington County

Civic League The League worketb be aunified voice for African American parents,
teachers,andschookt t he start of the 193i@aevdr | i ngt
worse condition than their white counterparts. Though supported by community funds
andbolsteredby&@ o mmi t ment to education, Arlingtond
had fewer schools, with larger student bodies, no high school, and Africancame

teachers earned lower wagBPespite these realities, many teachers werg committed

to their studentLlarissaThompsor e me mber ed t hat Aone teache]
know that she expected me t o Thospgseqnharp t o t
academics until school f e’f?HerbrdtherStegheny h o me
Thompson also felt that some teachers fitoo
whether or nd? we succeeded. o

Focused lobbying by black community andgrérgroups resulted in the

establishmentof HoffmaBost on Hi gh School in 1931 in t|
nei ghborhood. Founded six years after Arli
and Lee opened its doors, HoffrBro st on s er ved &akdtudeots. ltsAr |1 i ngt

872 Clarissa Thompson Slighfi & I & y Q (i(ViudSiudids S/orksgop Prass, 2008piversity of
Virginia Special Collections and Archjy@sarlottesville, VirginiéHere after UVA)

873

StephenThompsonjnterviewby Clarissa T. Sligh. Slighii & I & y Q ((2005AUVA.f S w2 O] @
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| ocation in southern Arlington was conveni

Green Valley, but required students from H
closer white schools, in order to receive their education. Thouglessfal in securing a

bl ack high school, Arlingtonds black paren
HoffmanBoston did not have a rigorous curriculum, with many of its courses focusing

on vocational training. Because of its subpar facilities andcclums which did not

prepare students for college and the great

students had to travel to school, the doap rate was very high. In 1953, 135 African

American students began the seventh grade, but only-inrggraduated the twelfth

grade, the majority dropping out in ninth grdde.

The Court Challenges, Resisting Massive Resistance, and School Integration
Education and reform was a focus of African American communities not just in

Arlington, but also throughauhe South and the nati8ff.Because of this, some of the

874 additionally, the economic realities of many of Arliagf Q3 o6t I O1 Tl YAt ASa NBI dzi NBF
work. Hoffman Boston High SchoMemory Book 1959 YearbookArlington, VA: Graduating Class of
1959, 1959), RG-B: Recordf Hoffman Boston School, BoxlLH.

875 James D. Andersofihe Education of Blacksthe South, 1860935.(North Carolina: University of
North Carolina Press, 1988); James D. Andetstracy and Education in the African American
Experience(New Jersey: Hampton Press, 1998gnry BullockA History of Negro Education in the South
From 1619 to the PresefCambridge, MassHarvard University Press, 1967); Ronald ButciNotthern
{OK22taz {2dziKSNYy .f101az |yR w8BAGEN&EINIHzOGA2YyYY CNBSK
Greenwood Press, 1980).E.B. Du Boighe Conservatioof Race$1897); W.E.B. DuBoBlack
Reconstruction in Americfl935); Herbert Gutmarhe Black Family in Slavery and Freedom, -1B25,
(New York: Pantheon Books, 1978cqueline JoneSpldiers of Light and Love: Northern Teachers and
Georgia Black (Athens, @.: Universiy of Georgia Press, 199dames L. LeloudiSchooling the New
South: Pedagogy, Self, and Society in North Carolina1880,(North Carolina: University of North
Carolina Press, 1996); Heather Willia®slfTaught: African Anmican Education in Slavery and Freedom
(North Carolina: biversity of North Carolina Press, 2005
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earliest Civil Rights challenges took aim at school segreg®fiam. | i ngt onds NAAC
chapter was especially rigorous in pushing
courts. In addition to hiework with school organizations, Esther Cooper served as the

first President of Arlingtonds NAACP branc
and school improvemenn 1947 the NAACP helpedoffman-Boston student

Constance Cartgyo to court oveunequal facilitieend courseworkhen she could not

take Civics Il, Spanistlypewriting, or Physical Educatiof.” Rather than resulting in

integration, this court battle brought improvements to HoffiBaston.In June 1950 the

Fourth Circuit Court of Apeals ordered Arlington to provide equal facilities for its black
studentsThompson remembered coming anewk after
gymnasium, auditorium, cafeteria, and chemistry f@bBut the improvements were

only skind e e phe labhhad noguipment) Thompson conithé ai ned, an

purpose of this renovationwast s how t hat we wedocatiogeetti ng at

87° James T. PattersoBrown V. Board of Education: A Civil Rightesttne and Its Troubled Legacy,

(London: Oxford University Press, 2002).

877 Carter v. School Board of Arlington CouBf/F. Supp. 745 (E.D. Va. 1949), (U.S. District Court for the
Eastern District of Virginia 1949).

¥8glighl i 6+ &y QUQ0p5pUVA.f S w2 Ol @
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Figure 40

This 1948 photo of HoffmanBo st onds | i brary highlights the | acking prov
as most of the shelves are empty of boolksbrary of Hoffman-Boston 1948,Recordsof the US District Court for

the Easter District of Virginia, National Archives and Records Administration Washington, D.C.

After this initial court case Arlington
through the court system with several othe
wasaidedin their courtbattlesby national opiniongrom Civil Rights organizations at
the time about how best to combat segregat
saw areas like Arlington with smaller African American populations as the key places to
challenge schoolegjregatiorf’® These court cases were predominately filed by African
American families on behalf of their children, but sometimes featured white plaintiffs as

well . While school reform was i mportant to

89 NI Ay 30 2 Yy Q3 5%RficaiztAndridag af thigtimilorris, a ! / KAy 1 XZ3burmialkoS | NI 2 NJ
Policy History(2001)
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especially nevarrivals, for them school improvement did not necessarily mean
i ntegration. But, some of Arlingtondos whit
parents like Barbara Marx joined the cause for integration by adding her children Claire
andAnntote court cases chall engi #®the&sjdineh gt on6 s
Ar | i ngt onwhich féauirkdbBth black and white members who worked with
other likeminded parents to push for full integratiSh.

These integration cases are part of a lastpty of similar challenges to
segregation taking place across the country. Eventually these challenges made it to the
Supreme Court in the landmark 198¢bwn v. Board of Education of Topegase. With
Brownthe highest court in the land reversed®hessy v. Fergusof1896) case that
created the precedent of fAseparate but equ
race unconstitution&f? Following theBrowndecision the Virginia General Assembly
created a board to study the process of integral he statavide commission was
known as the Gray Commission for State Senator Garland Gray who headed the group.
The Gray Commission, comprised of thittyo white members, met for an entire year

before releasing their segregationist plan veiled ircidiatory language in November of

*® Clarissa S. Thompson et al. v. the County School Board of Arfitf@oR. Supp. 56[.D. Val957);
2AfEALF VT NBANBRAEOS YY201 SR (KS %heSivake War ofdbaddald NERdzi 2 F
Midstream,September 1, 1956. RG Hapers oEdmund C. Fleet, Box 4, File 3, CLH.

By NF AyJid2ys ' SEFYRNAFE YR EFANFNEOOOAYAENBAY NI RS &

most active Southern state with 22,000 members®53. Andthe Y5 A a G NA OG o1 a GKS adlk G$
chapter with 1,054 memberddorris,a !  / KA Y 1 % JburmalkoSPolicyNIis@B(RO01).

82Brown v. Board of Education of TopeBd7 U.S. 483 (1954)
<https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/347/483/; Jeffrey D. Hockett\ Storm Over this Court:
Law, Politics, and Supreme Court Decision Making in Brown v. Board of Ed(€h#idatesville, \A.:
University of Virginia Press, 2013).
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1955, a few months following the 198%own llr ul i ng whi ch call ed f ol
complianced as °%BedausArlipgtoa was theanlg dolnty m the state
with their own school board, Arlington held a p&ghtommission to explore the process
of integration in their county and present their findings. School Board member Elizabeth
Campbell read Arlingtondés findings, which
education and compulsory attendance laws, tias sfficials give local schools latitude
to decide for themselves how to integrate, and that the state comply with all federal
mandate§®* Alongside this proposal Arlington School Board Chair Dr. E.R. Draheim
al so made it cl|l ear ywitlaany aétior takendy tlerStatwo ul d A c
Legi s PP¥heBGragCommission created a plan for local control of student
placement, assuming that locales would not allow integration, and established state
ability to close any schools that dittegrate®® This se Virginia on a path of massive
resistance.

County leaders hoped to balance the demands of both the state and federal
mandatesAr | i ngt onds school board created a pra

comply with both the Suings Bee udid wr te samd |tilseh

83Benjamin Muset A NEA YA Qa a kBiodmingtéh |NwiSdianadUtivengit) Breskd61), p 7.
Brown v. Board of Education of TopeB47 U.S. 483 (1954)
<https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/347/483/

84 Richmond Timéeadera ! NIi A Of $¢ b 2 @ S;YAdirfythd Qeynty Publip Bohcods @0 & (D&
I 2y OSNY Ay 3 { S3NSD 3 (Ailingdry, VA: FlyRNokeyhbief135341 (A 2 y T £

85 Arlington County Public Schoolroblems of Integration in Arlington Public SchdmysCommittee to
Study Problems, (Arlington, VA: Meeting Minutes, ca. 1956).

% The measure was popular in south side Virginia voting districts at a rateodf,sibwever it lost in
Arlington CountyLassiter, et. al¢ KS a2 RSN} §(08. 5Af SYY!
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plan which would permit integration in a few elementary schools in the fall, several

junior high schools the foll owiTthiswasar, an
the minimum amount of integration which could octuorder to comply with federal

lawwhi | e al so attempting to complAyr Iwintght ovh Orsc
plan for integration was a moderate, stepwise plan that would have affected a maximum

of sixty student s. teghatidn plan@ftected Sodew 5tQdémds s c h o o |

because of the realities of Arlingtonds ex
Only the black Hall 6és Hill community was |
northern Arlington. J omMralscatedinsar ade andtherannd Gr e

southern Arlington, allowing county officials to argue the school segregation of those
communities was the result of de facto residential factors.

Despite this moderation, the General Assembly patently rejected thd ptee
who supported massive resistance refused to allow Arlington to make its own plan to
integrate, fearing that if Ayou ever |l et t
integrated %Wimgshbabtst Gemeenal ®sithembly th
school closures should any schools integrate despite court orders, and they threatened
Arlington specifically with loss of their elected school bo#&tlempting to keep their
county schools open while also keeping the elected school board slystehad won in

1947, the school board immediately began backtraakirtgeir plan. In February of

887

Morris,d !/ KA Y 1 % 3JburnlkoBPolicyNJis®(R001)p 343

W 52dzafla {YAGKE 4Q2KSy wSlazy /2fftARSa 6AGK t NB
a 2 RS NliniLasitgrét. al,ed.,¢ KS a2 RSNJ (3N p B50f SYYI
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1957 the Virginia State House revoked Arli
Virginia politicians led the charge of southern states rejeatiegraion plans and
instead chose teet out on a path of oppositiddenator Harry F. Byrd, Sr. promoted the
ASout hern Ma % Sigaes bymideteemSeratdrs #hd severtyen
Representatives, the document said that they would fight integratiomgthrouil a | | Il awf
means, o creating a pol i &%nSepembenofi®s8 fAmassi v
Governor Lindsay Al mond beganalowingthemng Vi r g
to integrate.

Whil e Arlingtonds school b ofatsatizezhsook a m
agreed with Almond and the massive resistance movefagrtsuch organization was
the American Nazi Party. In 1958 the American Nazi Party was founded in Arlington
County byGeorge Lincoln Rockwef*! Several factors drew him to Arlington

specifically to create his hate groifRoc k wel | saw fANew Deal | i b e

®9Robbins Gate KS al {Ay3 2F al aai@dS wShicsehdol Besegregationy NHA Y A | Q
1954-1956,(North Carolina: University of North Carolina Press, 196B)tthew Lassiter and Andrew B.

[ SoAa dal d3aA@S wSaradlyOS wSOAAANRRNNH hKEsitey, A k D¢ 2 KA
et. al.,ed., The Mod& NI (i S Q &, (1998)ip $21.Y |

80Us Congres€ongressional Recqr@4th Cong.,” sess., 1956. Vol. 103, pt. #assiter, et. al.,

Galaai oS wSaraidlyOoS wSgAa andnidtiey LasskeNahd Ahdréw®BalewisKk A 1§ S a2 R
Gal 33aA0S WA RNYO S MNEEA YA QA8 RRA i B in PabcBaneti 2.8y ¢ | YR
ed,¢ KS az2RSN}I (@NQYpBAT SYYI

¥l Charles S.Clar ¢ KS | a&l a&A Yy (A #Aflngtoh Hibtofical Madazind/al {13, Wo. b | T A
(Oct. 2005) p 4.38.

892 Rockwell was born in Bloomington, Illinois in 1918, educated at Brown University and the Pratt

Institute of Art in Brooklyn, and served as a Navy pilot in WWII and Korea. He was assassinated in
Arlington in 1967 by fellw Nazi party member John Patlever control of the organization. Clark ¢ K S
Assassination of an Arlington Na@zrlington Historical Magazin@ct. 2005).
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threatto Americd®*Sneering at them as fArace mixers, 0
population of federal workers as a stainonrthet i on and t he dAwhite poc¢
encourag&?® Rockwell was also drawn to Arlington specifically because residents
provided him with support. Localympathizer FloydFleming bought the group a house
to use as their headquarters in the Ballston meigtood®*> Rockwell and his American
Nazi followers supported contindesegregation at all costs. The fifty to sixty members
active in the organization in the 1at®50s and eart§960sfrequently attended school
board meetings in their Nazi uniforms aoeni of intimidation.

Arlingtonds branch of the Ku KIlux KI an
Klan had declined in visibility in the area following its heyday in the 1920s but
reemerged in the wake of school integration. Many participantsinArlemgpn 6 s i nt egr a
court cases had crosses burned on their front lawns. Barbara Marx, like many of her
peers, received phone callsfromsgell ent i fi ed Kl an members all

her outo of Ar |l i n&%Tbongh Mandkepbheralb gheéer 86 u s a me

¥pSs2NBS w201 65t f ThecAmeiah Magi Pdmyagaingl2oNdiRGE60: Eastam
Fenwick Family Papers, Box22,H.

MR 01685ttt 0SO0FYS FrLY2dza FT2NJ LINRY2GAy3a GKS &atz23ty az
Arlington Nazg Arlington Historical MagazinéQct. 2005)

895 FloynFleming lived in Washington, D.C. Another local resident, Noel Arrowsmith, Jr. from Baltimore,

Ff&d2 R2Y I GSR LINRPLISNIe& G2 (KS 3INEP dzlgdslingtdniHisthrica ¢ KS | a &t
Magazine,(Oct. 2005)

2R AV NERANBRAOS YY 201 SR GKS heMivate @ar of Barbaal & hdzi 2 7F
a | NHiHsiream,September 11956. RG 1Papers oEdmund C. Fleet, Box 4, File 3, CLH.
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the court case these threats were too much for other parents, who chose to remove their
children from the proceeding¥’

Other supporters of segregation and massive resistance worked against
Arl ingtonds pl ans oocialiandpditgal adanizations.tOher ough n
Arlington mother told a newspaper that she would rather the schools close than integrate
statingthatfia year or two years without any schools is a cheap price to pay if it staves off
i nt e g PP%Atlingmniansdainded achapter of the Defenders of State Sovereignty
and I ndividual Liberty. Virginiads equival
throughout the Deep South, this group supported massive resistance and preventing
integration at all cost§°Arli ngtonians like founder Jack Rathbone came together to
createthe Tenth District Education Corporatiorhis group raised money, filed anti
integration court cases, and founded an alternate school system in ArliRgtbbone
and his supporters opened firevate George Mason Grammar and Academic High
School in a fowsquare style single family home in Arlington to accommodate
white familieswho did not want their students to suffer forced integration. Likening the

school to a Abombcadvelterrégmpati om Psaciek ¢ o

al NEQ&a YSAIKOZ2NE aNW® yR aNE® WOl hNYR2NFF 2NRIA)
Eugene, but they dropped out only days after news of the court case broke because o$ thir@ailence.
Ibid.

885 + A NB ogskoladstIRicthmbnd Times Dispatclanuary 4, 195%overnor J. Lindsayirond
Papers, Section 4, Box 281S

891 NEFAYyIG2YysE I &5 al @& 5S8Fe& gCdukel Burrapay L8119588mondF { OK 2 2 f
PapersVHS
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told a reporter from CBS thathesgite South w
assuring a solid education, the grtusp mi ss
belittling their own causésroups likethe Defenders of State Sovereignty and Individual

Liberty and the Tenth District Education Corporation provided a more law abiding and
measured response to the threat of integration than those in the Klan and American Nazi

Party. These organizations togetishow the continuation of the social and political

attitudes of old guard Arlingtonians despite changes made in the area.

Figure 41

In this map the area of Johnsondéds Hill and Green Valley
lowerright-hand side of the map, while the area of Hall dés Hill
upper-middle left-hand side ofte  map. Thi s highlights the distance the <ch

school.Franklin Survey Co.,i At | as of Ar | i ng t[1988], Cap Divigioy, LOCVi r gi ni ao

Wy NI AYId2y t NAGE S OBONKenva@iredAugust 715125815 CRD/S Rights y =
Digital LibraryDigital Library of Georgishttp://crdl.usg.edu/do:ugabma_wsbn_ 39536
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Whil e Virginia set out on a path of mas
continued to challenge segregation in court. In May of 1956 Clarissa Thompson and three
other Arlington families fi |"%TheAfricant agai ns
American students on this case were all fr
commmnityobdés position as the only black neigh
other two anchor black communities existed in southern Arlington. Because of this
i solation from other black communities, wh

distict,c ounty officials dubb®8dsHahnl dsokHit hldoadi

This school district circled the adjacent
and then ran in a thin Iine up Glebe Road
This location of HoffmarBo st on f ar from Hall 6s Hi | | pr ov
strong foothold to challenge the countyods

segregation was indeed based around de jure legal changes and not de facto
neighbortwod segregation.

Though Clarissa Thompson was nervous at the prospect of leaving Hoffman
Boston, that hesitation mattered little.

~

about, 0 Thompson recalled. Al | ookefl i n my

%1 Clarissa S. Thompson et al. v. the County School Board of Arlit@oR. Supp. 56E.D. Val957).
The Thompsons were one of four original families signed onto the case. They were joihedHamm
and Stother African American families, and therMand Orndorff white familiesThe Orndorffs dropped
out because of threats made before the trial.
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me €| ari ssads mother Ethel Mozelle Jordan
circa 1934, leaving her rural farm to find work as a messenger for the federal
government®® After settling in Arlington she married Clarence Thompson, whose family
hadlomg roots in the county. I n the | ate 1940
NAACP. Though her daughter r-searhilrg wdhmdn,ic
Ethel held a deep commitment to African American rights and education. This
commitment stemed from her own difficulties securing an education in the face of
adverse poverty and the tragic unprosecuted lynching of her older brother, Council, when
he was twelve.

The Thompsons and the other committed families pushed for integration. In 1957
JudgeAlbert V. Bryan, an Alexandria native, called for the admission of seven African
American students into white schools. Judge Bryan defended his decision, stating that in
Arl ington, integration would changeoflittle
21,345, only seven &tDespite thelimited scopd of herulimgi 1 | e
it was still challenged in court. This resistance was because people of the time saw
changes in places like Arlington as significant on the national stage. Qisville,
Kentucky newspaper observed that Awhat hap

It could mean school chaos. Or it could mean that a new pattern is beginning to

2glighl i o1 &y QUQROPSAUVA.E S w201 ®

93Born in 1913, Ethel came to the area shortly after graduating from high school at the age of 21t Sligh,

gl ayQd [(2005J0VA. w201 &

MMy e SEG 2F WdzR3IS . NE Thy EvéningvStaBeptgniber 2 3 1958NI LingsayiAingrd
Papers, Box 2¥HS
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e me r °§ while supporters of segregation worried about a boeain of massie

resistance, segregation, and the theoretical solid south, continued appeals prevented
Arlingtondés schools from integrating. Stud
moved on to college without school integratt8hB ut Ar | i ngt onds parent
continued to push new challenges to segregation with more and new students, such as

Thompsonds sister Gloria who joined the <co

Figure 42

As a strategy to delay integration and limit the numbers of students affectejirginia established the Pupil

Pl acement Board. This board evaluated studentsdé educatio
with white pupils, as well as the motivations of their parents for submitting for transfer to a white school.

AApmltiioon Form, o0 (1958). Records of the Virginia Pupil Pl

Subject Files, Box 1, Folder 3. State Record3ollection, LVA .

Wg I NEFAYIG2YyE I &5 al @& 5S8Fe& gCdukel Burrapay L83 19588mondF { OK 2 2 f
PapersVHS
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Il n September of 1958 Arlingtonds School
members, met withhirty students who applied for transfer to white schools through the
stateds Pup i® Onetbohcceated dyn\irginfa totprevent integration, the
1956 Pupil Placement Act made it so any student transferring from their current school
must be appneed by a state board which evaluated the academic, physical, and emotional
preparedness of the chiltf The panel denied twenfive of these students on the
grounds of either attendance area, overcrowding at white schools, academic
accomplishment, or psyological problems?® The final five students were denied
admission to white schools on the vague grounds of lack of adaptability. This adaptability
stemmed from the argument from Arlingtonoés
would be harmed when goirfiggm black schools where they were leaders, to white
schools where they would be average pupils
above the achievement medianod of their pro
rejection of twentysix black sudents to white schools, but ruled that Arlington must

admit four students to its all white schools come the winter semester of*£959.

%7 School Board members were once again appointed by the County Badirgyton County

GovernmentArlington View Neighborhood Conservation PlanBert W. Johnson, County Manager
(Arlington, 1969 p 5.

98 yirginia General AssemblRupil Placement AgtRichmond, September 29, 195Records of the
Virginia Ppil Placement Board, 1951066,Library of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia.

g e SEG 2F WdzR3IS . NE ThgEQehingvBtiSeptgnber 23 1958NI LingsayiAingrd
Papers, Box 2¥HS

M GdzRSYy G a!'é sl a y20 FRYAGGISR G2 | sKAGS a0Kz22f RS:
this student was an elementary schooler who would have attended the whitécRadenry Elementary

2y GKSANI 26y ® WdzRIS . NBIY NHz SR GKI ( direS®HBBS 2% BFREDS
. NEF yQa wdz ATh&@Eveniig StaBdptenyba i 2 309%8. J. Lindsay Almond Papers, Box 27,
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Throughout the rise of massive resistance and the ongoing court battles
Arlingtonds moderate white majority, alrea
reform in general to the specific task of
white moderates feared a reversal of all the progress they had made in reform
organiations should Virginia continue on the path of massive resistance. Beyond the loss
of their school board, Arlingtonians greatly feared the reversal of school spending bonds
to improve school structures, raise teacher salaries, and purchase new text teyks.
also feared the end of a more responsive county government which they had been
creating for a decadé! Parents and education groups created the Arlington Committee
to Preserve Public Schools (ACCPS) and the save our schools mov&fidany of the
members and leaders within this group were recent arrivals brought to the area by federal
employment, such as Theda Henle. Henle was born and raised in California and attended
Swarthmore College in Pennsylvania before coming to Arlington4® ¥¢hen her
husband Peter took a position with the federal governii&Henle was active in social
and political organizations in her new home county, and as a mother of three school age
children took an active role in ensuring schools stayed open irgéatit** ACCPS

stated that fwe are here concerned neither

" Morris, "A Chink in thérmor," Journal of Policy Histar{2001).

I SOAt Al aAOKSt200AZ aEAMlhgtoy Hisiioal Mada#n@/al 8, NG §@&E.INB I+ (A :
1988) p 520.; Lassiter, et. al¢ KS a2 RSN} §(30N%. 5Af SYYl!

913

Young Democrats Club of Arlingtén Old Fashioned Candidates Ralyrlington, VA: pamphlet, June
12,1965). RG 60: Eastman Fenwick Papets].

Ma ¢ KSRE ho | SWashihgtonPasmpfild20081E
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hasteni ng “7imtagheyawantas to pusue any avenue to keep the
improved public schools they had helped create over the previous decadélopen.
stance highlights the Iimits of white Arl:i
in integration or racial equality, but rather wanted to keep their own schools open while
working within the legal system.

Beyond parents, business leaders a#suoe to reject massive resistance. They
recognized that the end of public education would hurt business development because
without a school system new arrivals would cease to see Arlington as a viable place to
raise their families. One realtorcomplaired fda bi g drop off 1 n the
moving here in the past monthorisb hey dondét want to come to
mi ght c | 9°Were tHimtovaontidue Arlington would see a downturhdme
building, buying, and skhg. Realestatas Ar | i ngt onds | argest en
federal government. Real estate developers and politicians with stakes in Arlington
County did not want to see this decline. Congressman Joel T. Broyhill, who represented
Arlington as a"Corgressiona Distri¢t initiglly nesisdirstegration

even signing his supp o’ Butvwhen massie reiSamaet her n

915 Arlington Committee to Preserve Public Schools (AGERSR & & A 2 Y (AdingdnSVASdyl = ¢
1958);a A OKSt 20 G AT a! NI Ay 3AArihgion HiGdiGaRMagasirROctS1I9885 I 1 (A 2 v

Mt SGSNI . . NI a+SESR ANBAYALFYAY {LNBFERAY3I LYLI OGa
t | NBThé \Wall Street Journgeptember 28193. Governor Lindsay J.mbnd Papers, Section 4, Box
27, VHS

Mg . A23IANF LIKE Zé CAf 8 VilgaiS(Statetod) Palitii \Eefi\V¥. Sritith ColleEXibis;

Congressional Record, 84th Congress Second Session. Vol. 102, part 4. Wadhi@gt@gvernmental

Printing Office, 12 Mar. 1956. 448960;¢4 . NP @ KA f f Q&4 b SG 2 2TN&Washingimn | i bPo dy
Star,August 26, 1974. Verlin W. Smith Collecti@ox C34: Virginia (State of) PoliticgHS
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became the policy of the day he worked hard to prevent closures in Arlington. This

change in positions was partly becaws$ potential economic consequences for the

county. Broyhill was a major reaistate developer in the county. Before entering

Congress in 1952, Broyhill was the general manager of the Broyhill and Sons real estate

firm, which built new housing in the expdingRock Spring communityAs a

congressman Broyhill continued to hold a -@hied interest in the firm, amounting to

$2.83 million in real estate holdings in the couttfyThis support from liberal and

moderate whites who were motivated by fears thasimasesistance would hurt their

own | ives and interests bolstered the caus
decision on Arlingtonds schools, the massi

Almond, Virginia, and the Byrd Machine were falanconstitutionai™®

My, NPeKAffQa bSiG 2 2MHaKashingih StaAliguse 26 MP7dVediriVl. Sriitd v &
Collection. Box-34: Virginia (State of) Politic¢HS

99 Massive resistance effectively ended with the integration of Arlington and Norfolk public sihools

February of 1959 and was formally found unconstitutional by the courts in April of 1959. James H
Hershman,Jraal aaA @S wSairaidl yOS aSSia -RubiiédSclodl Maokin ¢ KS 9 Y SN
Lassitergt. al., ed.¢ KS a2 RSNJ §@$RQp 19443I3S Y Y I
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\
RONALD DESKINS GLORIA D. THOMPSON LANCE D. NEWMAN

ADMITTED T0 SCHOOL—These three Neato childs “wer
. o children today'were or-
‘};’3‘1 lm%toBStxatrord Junior High Scﬁool in Arlington by Federal
_children, ¢ Ve Bryan. The county has until February to admit the

Figure 43

The court accepted only four of Arlingtonés thirty integ
Thompson, Lance Dwight Newman, (pictured above) and Michael G. Jones integrated Stierd Junior High

School. AText of Judge Bhevenng StarFeptémber §7, 1058. JA indsay Alghdnd n o

Papers, Box 27VHS.

On February 2, 1959, four African American students in Arlington were the first
to integrauébl Vicrgichoabs. These students we
Deskins, Michael Jones, Lance Newman, and Gloria Thonii@ogether they
integrated Stratford Junior High School. The four students were selected for their
academic excellence, but also unttee hope that beginning at a new school as seventh
graders, a time when all Arlington students were moving from elementary to middle

school, would help ease their transition into integrated environments.

¢ SEG 2F WdzR3IS . NE Thg EvéningStaBeptgnaber 3/ 1958NE LingsayliAmygnd
Papers, Box 2¥HS
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Though it was deemed fndthe IPpycohbéeémphot &
integration was a tense process for these four students, their parents, and their
communites** Ronal dés mot her said that though she
that she fAdi dn 6 t"Ronatdfearedhawould beisor ang that his. ©
father 6s ¢ ar’*Newmdntecame sonéenmus éhat on the way to school he
got sick and Al ost his breakfast. o The Ar/|
Sovereignty and Individual Liberties announced plans to pickettimosand passed out
signs to chid68r e Deadi nyafi'Asatprevertativee gr at e .
measure onundred uniformed police officers, twerfiye per African American
student, ringed the school in anticipation of violence. Stratford sclooolselor Joseph
Macekura recalled that #dAa | ot of the teach

saying it was | i KFSone lovals and newspaperohedan dalling thee . o

event AD Dayo f of* Anditeosga Bathbogefiednty spoke auy . O

“David L.KiwWa t 65 G ¢ KS 51 & ¢FtehkidefamationleadudByilBtRFEDruary 1959.
g Ccat Y DISIKSNE +NIAADY T & 2 W-R Rechrds KfHafiman@asBik High SchobH.
WA AOKSE 20042 a! NI A Y 3Arhgfon HiSidicaPMagasir@OctS1988)p®0.(Alkag Y
W2y S&a aC2dzNJ Sy i SRidhraoddTared Dispaytfetrubldy3i 1959 G&vefrior J. Lindsay
Almond Papers, Section 4, Box 28, VHS

“pllanJos d G b SANR SA  ZhodgRictsnndd TiNds Digpatdhgbrtian®, 1959 Governor
J. Lindsay ltond Papers, Section 4, Box 28{S

e CcAftY DFEGKSNAE +2 A0S 3RS B: Rebufds of Hoffr@ayl Boaton{HQIKBEH. CA I K i

W2 Ky [ 2yy2NB da+Az2f Sy O SRichdzhddNBws 2edmiBylydy, 1968MImbngd 3G 2y O NI :
Papers, Box 25/HS
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against fAviolence of any kindo as the spok

that should violence begin, he®and his sup
Some local white allies stepped in to help the parents of the four udibetia

Henle lived near Stratford® Recall that Henle was a member of ACCPS, working to

keep schools open through massive resistance. She was also an active member of

Arl ingtonds Democratic Committee, the Leag

husband Petavorked with CCSI for county school improveméfitThey lived in the

increasingly progressive Rock Spring community which neigitb®tratford. At the

time one of Henlebs three children was a s
aboutwhatthatfis day woul d be | i ke®%Sheroffetethte m and t !
all ow the parents of Stratfordo6s newest st
they could be closer to their children. o O

police escortelf our mot hers and two grandmothers to
seen from the houseds bedroom window. Thro
out at the school, confirming all was well

would getupad wal k back to the bedroom to make

276 { OK22f DN dzLAInohdi ThePRoKrloke DimglyZOKI958, W2 Ky [/ 2V Y 2NB S G+ A 21
Ruled Out In Arlington CrisilRichmond News Leaddiyly31, 1958 Almond Papers, Box 26HS

BaAOKSE 20042 a! NI A Y 3Arhgfon HiSidicaPMagasir@OctS1988B 5200 A 2 Y
Arlington County GovernmenRock Spring Neighborhood Conservation RigiRock Spring Civic
Association(Arlington,March 2009) p ®.

P v @A G G A 2 ¥nniaRCorventio@adlington, VA: Mailer, May 1960). RG Bastman Fenwick
PapersBox 71CLHT & ¢ KSRl h & W&HKirfgtBroPostAprik200% NEB &

99 Theda Henle, interview by Cecilia MichelottiS OA f A1 aAOKSt 20 0GA S &! NY¥ Ay3idzy
Arlington Historical Magazin¥ol 8, No. 4 (Oct. 1988) pZ.
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t hen she would come back and nod to the

indeed called in to the school. No one was told of the thriei e building was
searched becauses ¢ h o o | aut horities, convinced

evacuating®the school . o

Figure 44

Stratford Junior High School was turned into a fortress with the presence of onbundred uniformed officers
and severalunder-cover plain clothes officers. Arlingtonians feared integration would lead to violence after
what they had seen in places like Little Rock, Arkansas and because many of those families challenging
segregation received threats. On the left officers bléadhe entrance to the school, while a line of uniformed
officers line a path in the distance. On the right the Deskins, Jones, Newman, Thompson, and a few white
students walk toward schoof>?

Though thankfully no violence occurred, these students still faced trying times

t

ot

he

ahead. Twelvgearo |l d Gl ori a Thompson recalled that

%L Allan Jonesi C 2Ed#dBchool in ArlingtorRichmond Times Dispatdkebruary3, 1959. Governor J.
Lindsay Anond Papers, Section 4, Box 28{S

92 3 R. African American Integration Schools VA 195bruary 2, 195%ssociated Pres@hotographer.
<http://www.apimages.com/metadata/Index/WatchARA-VAUSAAPHS355658fricanrAmerican
/887315b149eb4a248dd855cc44b62b5b/64/0 AnonymousAfrican American Integration Schools VA
1959,February 2, 1959 ssociated Presshttp://www.apimages.com/metadata/Index/WatchARA-VA
USAAPHS355658fricanAmerican/f994cbc86c674efa88d86f432330f0a7/63/0
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